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[BRIEF HISTORICAL VIEW OF INDIA.]
{Continued from page 134.]

@3 30334 &7 3510 —Ancient history of India.
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[The way of Salvation.]
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[On Tamil Grammar.}
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__ The Seventy Vellums of Monkeys spoken of in Ramayanam.
[Read at an examination of the Seminary at Batticotta by E. Rockwood.]
In the historical works extant among the Tamil people, there are state-
ments which are not worthy of credit. These are by many believed to be
true. They are received on the authority of the books or of those who pro-
fess to have a knowledge of those books. The c'aims of these statements to
credibility are not made a subject of inquiry. ‘This ought not so 10 be. Inqui-
1y should be made It is not sufficient to object that the books are sacred,
and that it is therefore, profanation to inquire into the truth or falsebood of
their statements. If they are of divine origin and contain the trath, a proper
examination would make the trath the more manifest, but if the statements
are false, and quently the books which contain them, then the people
ought to know st. There is no good reason why they should believe lies—e-
specially on subjects of great moment.
la illustration of these remarks the following example may be adduced. It
is stated in the Ramnayonam that when Rama and Ravana were fighting, the
former was attended in the field of battle by 70 Vellums of Monkeys (a Vel-
lam being 1000 0 00 000 00000000 0 00

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

with 91 cyphers.) and 2 Vellums of bears; and the latter by 1,000 Vellums
of infernal giants and many Vellums of giants.

It does ot require deep calculations to shew that such an army as Rama
and Ravana are represented to have bad, conld not stand on the Island of Cey-
lon or even on tho fuce of the earth. Though these armies were placed in lay-
ers one above the other on the whole surfuce of the earth, yet that height
would greatly exceed the height of the fabled Meru and ‘the height of the sun.

Suppose our earth which is a globe 8,000 miles in diameter were made up
eatirely of sand, the whole number of grains of sand would not equal the re-
puted number of those armies.

Is it to be be'ieved that sach a herd of giants, bears and Monkeys could
staad on ao insignificant spot in a corner of Ceylon? who, in his seuses, can be-
lieve such a statement? or who receive as of divine anthority books which give
sanction to such ridiculous nonsense? In the following numbers of *‘the Star’’
we shall confine our attention only to the 70 Vellums of Monkeys.

{To be coutinued.)
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[Answer to a question in Mathematics; and a new question ]
To the Editors of the Morning Star.
GENTLEMEN, .

The subscriber of the accompznying Tamil letter, requests me to procure
its insertion in your next paper. The letter contains not only the answer »
the Mathematical question, that appeared in your last isane, but also anothz
mathematical question, to be solved by Mathematical gtndenu. )

To oblige your readers who do not understand Tamil I have transiated iz {
English the answer and the question in his letter. Your’s &c.

Jaffna, 19 July, 1841, 8. Tnugurvu.r, A. M. S

Rule to solve the question required. )

Take the series 1, 2, 8, 4, 6, 6, &c. up to 16, and multiply them contin:-
ally together for a divisor; then another series of as many terms from 80 de-
creasing each by a unit, and multiply them continually together for s dix
dend; the quotient will be the answer.

Answer.—145, 422, 675.

Question.

A fat pig, in her first year, brought forth a litter of 16, in the 2d year, 15
in the 8d year, 14, and so on, till the namber decreased to a unit, and ia ber
17th year she died. . i

The young pigs, their progeny, 8c. brought forth in the same ratio as tb
old pig did. What would be the total number of pigs that were there, whea
the old pig died? L

[Signed) PoxuMBALEM chittiar,
SinaTaMBE Money changer

y3355 gnar sjxewg Gumy.

[On Snuff.]
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PANC HA-TANTRA-KATEIL

[A Translation &e. Continued from page 140.]

There lived in a city a merchant by the name of Tavatattan, who, having
been reduced to poverty, determined to acquire riches, and before he went a-
broad, he deposited 1,000 iron wires in the care of a friend of his, and left the
city.—On his way, he contrived many means for acquiring riches, bnt they all
failed of success. He then returned to his friend and demanded his iron wircs;
but his friend, through coveteousness, replied that the iron wires were eaten
up by a mouse. .

On hearing this strange story, he said, <“Very well,”* and went home. Some-
time aftor this, he came one day to the house of his friend, and pretending to
divert his friend’s child, took it from him, andhid it in a neighbour’s house,
then he came back to his friend and sat down quietly.

His friend asked him **Whereis my child>>* Upon which the merchant re-
plied, ‘A bird has carried it away.’*

On hearing this, he felt very anxious about the child and dragging the mer-
chant to the Judge said, *This villain having concealed my child somewhere,
states that a bird has carried it away ; therefore order him, I pray thee, to di-
liver me my child.’

The Judge then asked the merchant, ¢“Where is his child?*®

“‘A bird has carried it away .”* replied the merchant. .

On hearing this, the Judge broke into a laughter, and exclaimed ‘A thing
strange as this, has never happened in the world.”

The merchant replied, *Is this a strange thing?*’ As mice did eat up the
iron wires, so my Lord, did this event also happen.

The Judge hearing this, enquired what had passed before, and said to the man,
*“The merchant will retura your child, if yon will firat retarn hisiron wires."’

No sooner had the Judge passed this decree than the difficalty was settled
and they both went home.

Having said this, Tamanacan continued, ‘He who does not understand the
meaning of what is revealed is like a stone. There is no use in instructing
sach a one.”’

So saying, Tamanacan took Karadacan to the Lion Pincalon and found him
sitting in sorrow for having attacked and killed the bull Sanjevacan.

Seeing this, Tamanacan addressed the king **My Lord, thou art grieved of
having killed thy enemy. This is improper. ** Weshould kill our enemies,’’ says
the Shustra. He who assaults the king, whether he be father, relative, son
or friend, the king should have him executed. For a merciful king, the Brah-
min who consames every thing, an unfuithfu! wife, a seditious friend, an ob-
stinate servant, a careless minister, and an ungrateful person shou!d not be saf-
fered to live. Moreover, truth and falsehood, sternness and meekness, extir-
pation and protection, liberality and covet , ucquisition of riches and
the friendship of many, &ec. ought to be the qualities of kings, as they are of
harlots. Thus it is mentioned in Jurisprudence ; Thou hast therefore done right;
said Tamanacan, and comforted the Lion.

Henceforth, the Lion lived a peaceful life in the enjoyment of bis Govern-
ment over the forest.

[Here ends Mittrapatatanteram or the art of separating friends.}
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SUMMARY OF NEWS.
JAFFNA.

Svrreme CourT.—The Hon’ble the Chief Justice, StR ANTHONY OLI-
*HANT, opened the 2d Session of the Supreme Court for the Northern Pro-
+ince on Tuesdny, the 20th July. His Lordship attended divine Service in
he Fort Church before the opening of the Court.

. There were altogether 18 cases in the Calendar—some of which were with-
irswn and others seferred to the Committing Judge for disposal, whilst the
prisoners in a few other cases were tried and acquitted.  In nine cases only
the prisoners were convicted. The criminul session closed on Friday the 80th
and on Saturday the 31st, the Judge had commenced hearing Appeal cases,—
It is presumed that the Civil business will close by the end of this week.
__In'one of the cases from the District of Valligamoe the prosecutor was con-
victed of wilfal perjary in falsely accusing his brother-in-law, uncle, and"some
other relatives of thecrime of burglary, robbery, and assault, and was senten-

~ced to 6 months’ imprisooment at hard lahour in chains.—The wife of the
prosecator gave similar false testimony but as she was found to have acted
yn;der the inflaence of her husband she was suffered to escape without pun-
hment.

A case of murder from Trincomalie was tried during the present session,
but the evidence was unsatisfactory, and the prisoner was acquitted.

His Lordship, visited the Wesleyan as well as the Government Schools on
Friday last, and last Sunday evening accompanied by his private Secretary,
Mr. SrLwy, attended divine service in the Wesleyan Church.

A case of simall pox has occared at Maravanpilo on a person who had lately
been to southern Indiu to visit a temple. ~ The patient has beea removed to
the small pox islund Serootivoe and is now undertreatment.— Communicated.
" The whole Sepoy lines at Trincownalie were burnt down on Sunday the 25th
-ult. in ha!f an hour.— Communicated.

Deputy Queen's Advocate.—The Gazette of Saturday last anounnces that
Her Majesty has been pleased to appoint C. Temple Esq. to be deputy
Queen's Advocate in this Island. We understand it is atill doubtfal how far

. this appointment will affeet Mr. Staple’s position.

. New Charter of Ceylon.—Weunderstand that the Draft of the new Char-
tr for Ceylon, so leng anxionsly expected, has arrived by the last Overland
MHail, batas it is supposed that it will he submitted for the consideration of the

 suthorities bere before it be finally adopted, its provisions have not yet trans-
pired, although there is no doabt that considerable changes will result from it.

. Col. Observer.
MADRAS.

~_ Government circalars have been despatched through the Revenue Board to
the several Collecters of the Madras Presidency directing the immediate ear-

' 1yiag inta effoct of the Iate ordurs of the Court of Birectors, probibiting any
fln!}er interference, or connexion, with Hindu temples and idolatrous cere-
Sonies — United Service Gazetle. - :

A% InTxaxeTinNG FacT.—It is an interesting fact, that by the June O-

verland Mail, letters from Eng'and were reccived on Tuesdny night in reply
to those written from Madras via Marseilles, on the 24th of April last—the
intervening period being only eighty days ! Thirty years ago, and the bare
possibility of the thing would have been scouted, while the father of the idea
would have becn thought a fit subject for a lunatic Asylum. Mairas Herald.

H. M Ship Jupiter, Captain Fulton, R. N. took her departure fromn Mad-
ras for China, with, a Detarhment of Sappers and Miners, of the 2d Battalion
of Artillery, and public followcrs.—Madras Herald. July 16.

We observe by the extracts from letters from the Court of Directors pub-
lished in the Fort St George Gazette of last evening, that the name of
Lieutenant C. Maan, of the Lith N. I. who it will be recollected was tried by
a General Court Martial, in March 1840, for the murder of a native servant
found guilty of manslaughter, and sentenced to two ycars' imprisonment, is
ordered 10 be struck out of the list of the Madras army. Tho unfortunate of-
ficer is at present undergoing his sentence of imprisonment in the Grand Gaol
of this city.—Madras Herald July 17.

Rogues Caught.—Nine Police Peons at Madras have boen convicted of
being engaged in sundry robberies on the Beach and have bern sentenced to six
monchs imprisonmeat and a good flogging. —Madras Herald July 21.

LauncH aT CocHin.—A very fine ship of neurly a thousand tons burden
was launched at Cochin on the 29th uitimo. This veszel isnamed the Fut-
teh Moobarick, and her introduction to her proper element was a truly inter-
esting spectacle: the ceremony too would have been most numerously attend-
ed but for the uncertain state of the weather which deterred many from being
present. An elegantly laid out collation had been prepared by the owners to
whom it was a considerable disappointment to observe several empty seats,
but the entertainment passed ofl with great cheerfulness and spirit, and Mr.
Pony the builder, was highly complimented on the successfal termination of’

his labours.
CALCUTTA.
Festival of Juggernath.

The attendance at the recent festival of Juggernath, the far-famed Indian
Moloch, has been larger than for many previous years. ““The crowd at the
bathing place,’’ is estimated at a bundred thousand; that at the festival of the
car at double that number.’” The cause of this very numerous gathering of the
worshippers of the great ido) of Orissa at the late anniversary is stated to be
the “ unusual sanctity’’ of the present year, **in quence of an auspicious
conjunction of the heavenly bodies at the period of this festival, which hus not
ocrurred for two hundred years.”

‘The greatest distress and mortality have prevailed amongst the pilgrims of
the present year. *“The scarcity of food,”’ the Friend of India states, **al-
most amounted to a famine. Rice was sold at the rate of seven seers for the
rupee. Many thousands of the pilgrims were from great distunces in Bengnl,
and Hindustan; and the funds which they brought with them were speedily
exhausted by the dearness of provisions. They have perished in consequence
by hundreds, and those who huve had an opportunity of witnes«ing the scenes
on the highways as the pilgrims returned in one uninterrupted stream to their
homes, and of countiug the dying and the dead, estimate the loss of Life at not
less than ten thousand.”’ .

H. M. Brig Childers was on the eve of proceeding to Moulmein, whence
she will betake herself to the Nicobars. for the purpose of further investigat-
ing into the loss of the unfortunate whaler Pilot, which it will be recollected
was cut off by the natives of those is'ands, who murdered also several of her
crew. Englishman, .

Private letters from Loodianah mention that there was some very bard fight-
ing at Peshawur, on the morning of the 1st of June, between a party of inu-
tinous Seikhs and a body of Afighans called in by general Avitabili to cocrce
the rebels. Both parties, it seems, suffered considerably in the conflict, but

the result was the submission of the Seikhs. )

A Canduhar correspondent atates that Yar Mahomed, the unprincipled
Vizier of Herat, with the aid of some Toorkoomans, is ‘‘depouulating the
country between Herat and Canduhar, and selling the people by hundreds
into slavery.”’— Englishman.

Tue QUEEN STEAMER.—SIckNEss AT PENANG.—A private letter
fromn Penung dated the 17th June mentions, that the Queen Steamer, when
sailing thence a few days before, saluted the Fort, when two of the crew
were killed by the explosion of one of her guns.

Sickness is snid 10 be moe prevalent on the Island than has been known
for years. especially cholera, fever, and dysentery.

PuNisHMENT FOR CRUELTY.—CAPT. BATTA Of the Barque La Fe-
lice, in quelling a matiny amongst some Malay recruits he was eonveying
from Penang to Ceylon, proceeded with so much cruelty towards the muli-
neers alter he had confined them, that ten of them died as is supposed in con-
sequence of his burburous treatment. On his return to Penang he was tried
on a charge of manslaughter and found guilty,—but was recommended to mer-

. He was nentenced to pay a fine of 500 Rupees.

Eight of the convicts concerned in the marder of Captain Suffield, of the
Freak, were after trial found guilty of that atrociops deed, and underwent
the dreadful sentence of the law, at Penang, on the 12th of Jone.—M. Her.
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BURMAH.

The new steamner Tenasserim, of 760 tons, lately built at Moulmein, had
reached Culcatta. Dr. Judson, the celebrated Missionary, and fumily, we
observe, were passengers by her. The politicul intelligence which she was
the bearer of, from the Burmese territories, is quite unimportant. Captain
T here, who pr led some time back to Murgui, on a visit to the
coal mines in that district, we are glad to notice, reports very favourably of
the operations there carrying on.—Calcutta Paper.

JAVA.

Frem a commercial circular published in the Hurkaru, we learn that the
exporis from Java, particularly of indigo, have very greatly increased within
the last ten years. In 1831 only 42,354 pounds of this article were exported:
in 1840 the quantity shipped amounted to pounds 2,123,911.

CHINA.

By the arrival of the Ardaseer from Macao, we have received intelligence
from that place to the 15th May. The latest accounts from Canton are to the
day previous. The city was full of Chinese troeps, many of whom had lately
arrived from the Northern provinces. ‘The English residents were becoming
somewhat alarmed, and most of them had resolved on sleepiag in the Hall of
the Factory, to prevent the risk of their being cut off in detail, should the Im-
perinl Commissioners suddenly resume oftensive measures. A gentleman who
left Canton on the 14th May, and reached Macao on the following day, states
that the panic at the former place was gradually increasing and extended to
the Chinese traders some of the most respectable of whom had left the city
and others were preparing to follow their example. The Mandarins had com-
menced the erection of a new fort ahout six hundred yards from the factories.
Three thousand additionul soldiers had arrived within the three previous duys,
and matters had assumed so warlike an aspect that H. M. Ship Modeste had
been moved close to the city, and the Algerine was placed in a position to
cover the factories; in whose vicinity armed parties of seamen nnd arines
were posted every night. The guards of inarines stationed on shore were al-
so doubled.

Many persons are of opinion that an outbreak would very shortly take p'ace,
and that it would be anecessury for the English to take wmilitary possession of
the city. ‘This it is supposed might be easily effected, as the majority of the
people have lost a'l confidence in the Mandarins, and with a iittle manage-
ment might be induced to facilitate the nioveuents of the British forces. Cap-
tain Elliot is said to have written to the imperial Commissioners, and demand-
ed from them a p'edyo that they would not infringe the terms of the existing
truce. [t is doubtful whether this request will bo complied with, but even
should tke Mundarins make the desired prowmise, not the slightest confidence
can be placed in it.

It appears that the Chinese are putling Cliusan in a state of defence. A
vessel which lately returned from that island to Macao brought information
of several new forts having been erected.  ‘Ihe walils of Tinghae were like-
wise undergoing repair.  These may be regarded as symptows of a long and
severe straggle. ‘I'here can be no doubt that the authorities at Canton are
merely endeavouring to gain time with the view of collecting a large, and as
they hope an overwhelming force, before they resume offensive operations.

The following extructs from letters dated Canton, 1ith and Mucao 13th
May, will be found well worthy of perusal.

CanTon, 11th May 1841.

PoriricaL NEews. —Yang’s coadjutors when they arrived, approved of
the arrangement made with Elliot regarding the trude; now however as there
are about 40,000 Soldiers fom the Northern Provinces encamped in and a-
hout Canton, the Uhinese authorities are waxing bold. I'hey huve dvmanded
the Forts back, and requested the Men of War, immediately to leave the Riv-
er, and as these wishes arenot likely to be complied with, the trade will most
likely soon be stopped, the Foreigners will leave Canton, and hostliities will
be renewed: such are the fears of some of our neighbours. Mutters are appar-
ently urging to a crisis

We have agnin a little 'ater news from China, via Bombay, the clipper Sir
Herbdert Campton, (rom Miacao the 20th of May, having ariived in the har-
bour of the western Presidcacy on the 15th current. ‘The coutinued warlike
demeanour of the authorities ut Canton had induced Captaia El'iott to abandoun
his intention of proceeding with the squadron to the northward.  Affairs had
become so critical in the south, and the Mandarins h: d discovered such an ex-
ceedingly hosti'e spirit, that Captain Elliott hud resolved to fix bis quarters in
the vicinity of Canton, He accordingly procecded up the river in the Steam-
er Nemesis, ond arrived before the Southern Capital on the morning of the
18th of May. ‘The greater part of the British forces at Hong Kong were to
follow without de'ay, and unless the Ce'c-tials lowered their tone, Cunton, it
wasexpected, would be taken militury possession of.  ‘T'he peaple of the city
were getting nlurmed for their safety, and were quitting it in  great numbers;
the bankers and wea'thier inhabitauts were tlying from it as rapid'y as eir-

cumstauces periitted, and property to an immiense amount was Leing carried |

away.—Madras Herald.

EGYPT. ’
The young Turkish Sultan, in faithful fu'ilinevnt of his engrgement with the

hundred and six ure trauslations never before printed.

representatives of the allied European powers, dispatched, it sesms, 2 1w
and greatly modified hatti-scheriff to the¥F.gyptian Viceroy, by a special s
senger, Kiamil Effendi. The imperial document, which had been long i
ivusly expecied, arrived at the Pacha’s palace at Alexandria ear'y in th: '»
month, and immediately after making him:elf acquainted with its contens,
Mehewmet declared to the Envoy his acceptance of the firinan, and his w) -
ness to execute its conditions — Madras Herald July 21. .
ENGLAND. |
Christian Benevolence—The report of the Church Missionary Scciet; =
ludes in high terms of satisfuction to the recent order of the Governmeat for ds-
solving the connexion t.etween the Indian states and idolatry. The income 2
the suciety during the past year (in which 77 new associations had been for=.
ed) was £90,604. 6s. 2d. which was exceeded by the expenditure by £:.
026 13s 7d. |
Temperance is muking extensive progress, there being at present ia Lo+
and the suburbs fifty societies, with 20,000 total abstinence members, 3,00
whom are reclaimed drunkards [In the country arc ninety auxiliary socto:
and 40,000 members,out of which 4,000 arc reclaimed drunkards, 200 are ci+:-
gywmen of various denominations ard 1,000 are actively engaged in propss:-
ing the princip'es of temperance societies. In Scotland there are 160,000 n.eo-
bers; and in Ireland, through the instrumentality of Futher Matthew, five .-
lians and a half of persons have taken the pledge of total abstinence.
The report read at the annual meeting of the Wesleyan Missonary Soci~:
states that the receipts of the Society during the past year amounted to £3¢,152,
whilst the expenditure had been £100,225 leaving, together with the dekt b~
fore existing, a bulauce of £39,916, against the Society. To meet that vz,
there was a set off of £12,325, due from various foreign stations to whc
temporary aid had been granted.
At the annual meeting of the Bible societv it was stated that the wses +
Bibles and Testaments had been during the past year greater than daring 2.
year since the foundation of the Society, being 900,912, makirg a total, st
the first estab.i-hment, of upwards of 13,000,000 exclusive of 9,000,000 =
sued upon the continents of turope and America, together making a grad -
tal of twenty two millions! 'I'he receipts for the past year were £101,521%
2d , being less than those of the previous year by about 10,000. This Socr
has promoted the distribution, printing, or translation of the sacred volow:.»
whole or in part, directly or indirectly, in one Aundred and thirty siz s -
guages or dialects. ‘The number of versiona of the holy scriptares, in who-
1 part, hitherto completed, is one hundred and fifty eight of which =
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