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[BRIEF HISTORICAL VIEW OF INDIA.]

(Errata.—In the last No. of this Article the date of Mahomets’ flight to
Mecca was printed wrong—It should have been 622 instead of 822.]

[Continned from page 190]
@-is@;aé #¥a$3w—Mahommedan Conquerors;
. Sultan Mahmood’s twelve expeditions.
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* His titles were Amin-ul-Muluck, Bmin-ul-Dewla Sultau Malmood Ghiz-
navi.

t In the temple of Bheema were 700,000 golden deenars 700 maunds
of gold and silver plate, 40 maunds of pure gokd i ingots, 2,000 maunds
of silver ballion and 20 maunds of jewels of every kind,
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(Answer to the Question in Mathematics.)
To the Editors of the *‘Morning Star.”
GEeNTLEMEN, .

I beg you to insert, in your valuable paper, the following
solution of the mathematical question found in No.19th, page
183.

Let x and y be the two numbers, then by the question, we have,
x+y=325}
y+x=388 1-16
From the first equation,
y=325§—: and consequently

y=105,950}—6512+4x which
substituted in the second, gives
105,950} —651x+x+x=388 1-16

or  x—651%4x=—105,562 S-16.
This equation, when reduced according to the rules of
Biguadratic Equation, gives, .
x=17} and consequently,

y=925}—x=19}.

This question cannot I believe in any manner, be reduced
to a quadratic form at least when it is considered under the
general form,

2 2

x+4y=a and y4x=b.

I am your's &c.
Davip Rices, alias SipEMPARANATHASN.

Batticotta
Octr, 27th 1841
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To the Editors of the *‘Morning Star.”
Gentlemen, :

1 have a great doudt with regard to the date of Christ’s birth—The Chris-
tians seem to fix it on the' 25th of December in celebration of the Christmas:
1 will thank any gentlemas to throw some light o the subject.

Batticotta Semi J am your’s &c.
October 27th, 1841. Reszat ApaIx.
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To'the Editors of the ‘Morning Star.”
Gentlemen,

Europeans consider it a piece of barbarism in the Indians to see them eat
with their hands, and speak of it contemptuously, from the conviction that their
habit of using knives and forks is a piece of civilization.

I would therefore, thank any European or Native 10 state his reasons in sup-
port of his habit as being the civilized one.

Terupathy, Your’s &o.
Oct. 18, 1841. A. TZROOVAMPALEM.
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Mesars. Editors, Modurs wh sog the
If your cesrespondent in Madura who proposed o question respecting 1
acconnl’; of the Geuealogy of Christ in Matthew and Luke will state what his
difficalties are, or in what respects those atatements seem ocontradictory, un
answer will be given in the next number. 8. H.
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THE ADVENTURES OF THE GURU NOODLE.
(By Beschi)
- Fourth Story,
Of throwing a fish hook to catch the Horse.

On the following day the Guru and his disciples dreading the heat, made

ready as soon as the cock crew and set out on their journey. As they travel-

-pace, beforo Bod 'yt Buished Gmo hiidam, finding that

the haat bagan to scorch them, they balted in a cool grove. Whilst they were

refteshing themselves there, Dunce retired to the fields, and then wen® to wash
his feet in a neighbouring lake. -

There was an Ayinar temple upon its bank, in which there was a large
horse of newly baked clay, which had been brought and deposited there in
fulfilment of a vow. The lake being full of water, and the water clear, Dance
s&w the reflection of that elay horse in the lake; and, astonished that a horse
should stand in the water, as he perceived that it was of similar colour, size
and appearance with the clay horse which stood on the bank, there arose a
:;spicion with him that it might perbaps be its reflected image which appear-

below.

Just then, however, the water becoming undulated and ruffled by a breeze
that blew over it, the horse also which appeared in it was agitated, and as he
perceived that there was no motion whatever in the horse on the shore, he
became convinced that the horse in the water was separate and alive; more-
over, ae if to drive it away, he shouted out, and pelted it with a stone. With
this, the water becoming more undulated, the borse also seemed to him to
raise his head, to kick out his feet, and to leap with his whole body in trepi-
g:tion. 8o taking alarm, he ran to the rest and related every thing that he

d seen.

Upon this they all instantly arese and hastened to the spot, where looking
around them, they perceived the truth of what Dunce reported. They after-
wards consulted together how they should take it, but as none of them would
consent to descend into the water and lay hold of it, after opposing, and re-

jecting several modes which one and another suggested, they at length deter-
mined, that it would be the best plun, by casting a hook, in the same way as
one would catch a fish, to catch this also, and thus draw it ashore.

They made preparations by taking as a hook, a sickle that one of them had
with him, and this they baited with a bundle of boiled rice which they had
brought, while for a line they took the turban that the Guru wore. In this
manner, having thrust the sickle through the rice, they tied it with the tarban,
and threw it into the place where the horse made his ap ce. By the
great undulation of the water, from the impetus with which it plunged in, the
horse also which appeared there, scemed as if seen to leap, to wriggle and to
kick, in consequence of which they all took alarm and ran away. One of
them, however, who had hold of the turban did not let it go, but remained with
1t in his grasp. After the waves of the lake had subsided, he drew softly near, .
and as he continued to troll the buadle of rice which had been cast in, some

large fish in the lake bit at the cloth; perceiving T of which, he beckone
the rest to him by a signal with his hand and cried, *‘Look ye! the borse ¥
biting the bait,’” On drawing up the turban after a little while, the cloth and
the rice were both gone, in consequence of which, the sickle which was fast-
ened to the turban, stuck in a large weed that was spreading oat beneath the
water. They all cried out with delight, “Now that the hook has stuck ia the
horse’s mouth, he is our own:’’ then uniting together they pulled at the turbaz,
which being an old one, it gave way, and they all at the same imstant fell ca
their backs. :

A good man coming up at the moment when they had thus tambled dowz,
asked what was the matter, and they related every thing as it had occurred.
Upon this, he, perceiving their simplicity, veiled with a cloth the clay bor
which was on tﬂe shore, and shewimg them that the horse in the water was
also thus hidden, he did away with the delusion.

‘They then pointed out the Gura, and related to the man, with every parti-
cular, how, from their not having money to purchase a horse, which was=
absolately y in quence of his decrepid age, they bad bought the
egg of one; how it had been destroyed, and how they had suffered vexation
on account of the hiredex. He, perceiving that they were well meaning folks,
and without guile, bad pity on them, and said, ¢“I have a lame horse, an o4
one indeed, however, it will be serviceable for jonrneys of the description yor
make; funam or kasoo is unneccessary, I give it you gratis. Come all of yor
to my house.’”” So saying, he took them away with him.

Fifth Story.
Of going home on horseback.

That good man carried them away in the manner already mentioned to the
village where he lived, which was in the neighbourhood. "He was not a rich
man; he was indeed poor, bat he was charitable; so he spread before them 3
repast, in which there was no lack of ghee, or milk, or tyer, and gave them
betel leaf'and nut, and tobacco, and whatever else was requisite in abundanc:.

On the following morning, he sent for the horse which was ing in b
fields, and setting it before the Guru presented it to him es a gi horse
besides being aged, was blind of an eye, shorn of an ear, lame in one of his
fore legs, and limping in one of the hind legs: so that it was a agnveyacce
suitable to the woeful form of the Guru.  Although such h'npliglniy were
all greatly delighted that they had got a horse, and that it had been obtaine!
gratis. Gathering around, l{ey lavished on it their caresses, thig one paue!
it, that one laid hold of a leg and twisted it, one seized the tail and pualied it.
another wiped its eyes, while another fed it by cramming grass into its mouth.

After thio, on scarching for the horse’s troppings, he who ad made then
a present of the horse gave them an old saddle which was torn. However, =:
it wanted the hind-strap (crupper) which passes under the tail, they proctred
some palei-kodi stalks and tied them on: so likewise, as there was no rein to
the bridle, they substitated twisted hay bands. After they had given them-
selves much trouble to obtain a belly-band and girths, not being able to pro-
cure them, Blockhead went to a village in the neighbourhood, and puarchased
Loth these and a martingale.

When all the trappings had been thus obtained, the unlucky days were
_passed over, and at a fortunate moment, accerding to the rules of astrology.
all the village having come forth in company with them, shouting owut and
cheering, they placed the Gura Noodle on horseback at the head of the pro-
cession, Then, one of the five disciples laying hold of the bridle pulled for-
ward. One placed near the teil, hooted, and drove the beast on. Two of
them at the two sides, kecping hold of the Guru’s legs, sapported him; while
another in front, acting as berald, cried, ¢ Take ye care, take ye care, look
out, look out;’’ and thus they went along.

[To be Continued.)
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®_swsrrens—MORNING STAR.

SUMMARY OF NEWS.
JAFFNA.

We have much pleasure in learning that CorPorRAL SToRREY of the
Roya! artillery, now stationed in this garrison, has been recently promoted as
Sergeant of the Battalion to which he belorgs.

We understand that some reductions in the employment of Clerks &c. bas
been recently ordered by the Sarveyor General to be made in the assistant
Civil Engineer’s department at Jaffna, and that it will take effect from the tat
January next.

We hear that the Rxv. J. OnpaTs1E Colonial Chbaplain of Jaffna contem-

lates a visit to Colombo for the benefit of his health.—It i expected that the
gv. W. ApLEY will act for him during his absence.

Arrivals.—Lievr. ReMmeT and Mrs. ReMmeT and M1ss Higes from
Trincomalie—Mr. H. TrancHiLL from Colombo—REv. J. ONDATIIE
from Colombo.

Death by Drowning.—A few days ago, the body of a woman nged about
20, was found in a well in one of the paddy fields near the grand Bazaar. It
is supposed she threw herselt into the weil in a fit of anger as, onthe afternoon
of the same day she left her husband’s honse, after a quarrel in the family
saying that she was going to visit her parents, who live on one of the islands
near Jaffna.

Fatal Accident —A few days ago a Yoy about 7 years old living at Wan.
narponne, was injured by the falling :of a well sweep in his father’s garden
which struck him on the head so severely, that he became insensible, and after
lingering three days, died.

Bite of Serpents.—We have heard lately of several instances of persons
being bitten by serpeats in this neighborhood, some of which cases have ter-
minated fatally. A woman living at Manepy was bitten one evening by a ser-
pent of the Beaver kind, and though immediately earried to a native Doctor,
she died a few hours afterwards. ‘I'bree persous have been bitten, as is sup-
posed, all by the same serpent, a cobra, within about a week in crossing u chan-
nel of water near Alievertty. We are happy to say that all of them are like-
Jy to recover. It has been suggested that the fact of its being beneath the
water, may have modified in a degree the quolity of the poison. Persons shonld
be cantious at this season, as these venomous creatares being flooded out of
their holes are more likely than at otber times to make their way into hoas-
es and walks where they have not been accustomed to frequent.

Legislative Council—Increased Rate of Duty—Taxes, Tolls.—At the
Jate meeting of the Legislative Council, in order to meet as far as practicable
the Deficiency in the Revenue which it is supposed will t in the year
1842 to £82,000, an increused rate of duty was resoived upon, in regard,

to the following articles viz

Fnglish Goods, wares, and Merchandize from 4 per cent. to 5 per cent.

‘Wheat, Gram, Pease and Beans “ 4 . s¢ 7d per Bush.
Foreign wiues s« 10 ¢« ¢ 1g per Gall.
Capo . 7 4 1] ¢ 6d e
Guo powder s 4 s ¢« 4d per Ib.

It was also voted That a Tax be levied on Horses, Dogs, Carriages, Fire
Arms, &c.

In pursuance of the same object, T'olls are about to be established on the
Roads in this Province.

MADRAS.

Melancholy Accident.—A Mudras paper states that a_family of natives
travelling from Madras to Pondichery, whilst crossing the Thaimbacum river
were suddenly overpowered by the overtlowing of the waters, and two persons
a man and woman, were drowned. :

Suttee at Jalnah.—The cruel, wicked and revolting rite of Suttee was per-
formed at Jalnah in the Teritory of the Nizam, on the first of October. A
rich Brahmin having died, his widow by the advice of her brahmiin friends de-
termined to sacrifica herself npon the funeral pyre of her husband. A corres-
pondent of the Madras United Service Gazette says he uttended the dread{ul
spectacle. As many as three thousand persons were pressnt to witness the
ceremony. ' The widow walked round amongst them. distributing presents and
making salaams as she puseed. She then walked Lo the pile of wood and seat-
ing herself op it, requested 10 have her husband's head placed in her lap,
but this was denied her, and the poor victim was forced to lay herself down
by the side of the corpse. On being told not to attempt the sacrifice if she
did not feel equal to support the torture, she declared it was her unchangeable
resolution to die in that mananer. She was then waraed against attempting to
escape from the pile after the fire should be lighted, as she would instantly be
thrown back into the flames by the attendunt priests. The poor creature
however made no eflort to rise alter the flame was kind'ed, but under the éx-
trewity of her suffering only screamed out **My God, My God,”” until past
utterance.

We are thankful that the rite of Sattee is prohibited by law in every part
of the British Dotminions, but our readers should be reminded that it is the
Hindu System of religion that has given birth to this and other evils of the
Jike nature, and while this system remains in force the radical cause of these

evils is retained. Christianity with its holy precepts and solemn ssemetom
takes cognisance of this act and carries this woman and those Brabmins wie
abetted her act of self-destruction to the tribunal of God’s judgment, to anewer
for the violation of his command, **Thou shalt not kill.””

BURMAH.

Rumour of war.—Preparations are making at Caleutta to send additionl
troops and amunition to Moulmein and it is rather confident!y expected that the
stag of war’’ will soon be experienced in that quarter. King THARA WAL
DIE was on his way from Amarapoora to Rangoon with 200,000 followers
one third of whom are military and 300 or 400 war boats fully equipped It
is said be paused on his way, on hearing of the success of the British at Ca»-
ton. He probably had thought, that while the British were engaged in that
quarter, he might with impunity make an effort to recover sowe of his loxt
possessions. But he may take a hint from the fate of his eastern brethren and
choose to be quiet for a season. .

OVERLAND INTELLIGENCE.

The Intelligence by the last Overland Mail is to the 6th of . Par-
liament met on the 16th of August. After choosing a speaker for the Hoase
of Commons the Queen’s speech was read by the Lord Chaneellor. Tne
Queen was prohibited from attending in person by her Medical adviser, the fz-
tigne being considered too great for her to endure in her present circumstances.

An answer to the Queen's speech was made responding to the vanoes to-
pics that had been mentioned and asserting the want of confidence in the late
Ministry. Consequent an this the Ministry tendered their resignatioa, and 2
new cabinet had been formed of the conservative or tory Party.—Tbhe follow-
ing is a List of the principal members of the New Ministry.

Sir Robert Pee!, Premier.

The Ddke of Wellington, Leader of the House of Lords, without office.

Lord Lyndhurst, Lord High Chancellor,

Duke of Buckingham, Privy Seal.

Lord Wharnchiff, President of the Council.

The Earl of Haddington, First Lord. of the Admiralty.

Sir James Graham, Home Serretary.

Earl of Aberdeen, Forcign Secretary.

Lord Stanley, Colonial Secrecary. P

Right Hon. H. Goulbourn, Chancellor of the Exchequer. ¥

The Earl of Ripon, President of the Board of Tvade.

8ir A. Hardinge, Secretary of war.

Sir E. Knatchbull, Paymaster General.

1t is said that the 24th of September is the day on which Sir Robeit Pee!
proposes to meet the parliament as minister. It 1s understood that the coatioz-
aoce of the existing poor law for one year will be proposed, and that a voie
of credit for six munths will be taken. The parliament will then be proroga-
ed, withoot taking any of the numerous election petitions inte comsideratroa,
or attending to any other busineas. It is also reported thut parliamest will
not reassemble till February,

AMERICA.

Accounts from America are to August 17th ——The population of the A-
merican Union, as reported in the census drawn up in 1849, by order of Con-
gress, exceeds 17,100,572 souls. It is settied that M’Leed is te be tried
in another County, and the next trial will tuke place, it is supposed. at Utica,
on September 19th. There appesrs to be a division of opiniou in the public
mind as to the correctness of the judges’ opinion given in the Supreme Court
of New York in this case. Many contend that the question should be eatire-
ly left to the United States, and several influential papers also avow that dec-
trine, even in the city of New York itself.——A large fire in Now York de-
stroyed 14 houses; another at Watertown burnt the almshouse and oune of i
inmates.——The Steamer Erie, with 208 passengers on board, took fire o
Lake Erie, near Butfalo, when 175 persons fell victims to the devouring eie-
ments of fire and water. The largest newspaper ever seen is entitled the
Boston Quadruple Notion, and measures eight feet by five, consisting there-
fore of nearly eighty square feet or 11,5620 square inches of lstter-preoss.
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Yrinted and pablished at the American Mission Press, Jafina, by Eastman Strong Minor,—Edited by Henry Martyn and Seth Payson.




