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ABRIDGEMENT OF GOODS BOOK OF NATURE.

Parr 11.] Zoology, and the distinctive characters [Cnar. 1.
of Animals.

9. The fifth order, infusory, comprehends those minute,
simple animalcules which can seldom be seen without a good
microscope. They live in stagnant waters and decaying ve-
getables.

10. Insects form the next class in the ascending scale. The
number of insects is prodigious; as if they were thus, in their
multitudes, allowed a compensation for their short life and
insignificant appearance. There are seven orders, all nam-
ed from some peculiarity of the wing.

11. The crustaceous-winged is the first order. The beetle
kind, the lady-bird, and all insects which have wings of a
shelly or crustaceous hardness, belong to this order.
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12. The secand order, half-crustaceous, has the two upper
of the four wings somewhat hard and shelly, while the two
lower wings are soft. ‘The locust, cricket, cockroach and
grasshopper are examples- The third order of insects, scaly-
winged, contains the butterfly and moth. These feed on the
honey of flowers, and are the gentlest and prettiest of the
insect tribe.

13. The fourth order have four net-work wings. ‘The day
tty, dragon fly, and all the countless multitudes of little flies,
are in this tribe. Many species of these only live a few days.
Such a life seems to us very short; yet compare the life of a
man with that of the banyan-tree, and does not human life
seem short? That life is long enough which answers the de-
signs of its Creator.

14. The fifth order of insects have four membraneous
wings, that is, composed of a thin skin. Most of these in-
sects are armed with a sting, so we can easily guess that the
wasp, bee, gall-fly, and other stinging creatures belong to this
order. But they are not all useless, though some are rather
troublesome; our honey and gall-nuts are furnished us from
this tribe.

15. The sixth order of insects differs from all the others
in having only two wings instead of four. The common
house-fly, father-long-legs, and many others, some, as the
gnat, very troublesome, are found in this division.

16. The seventh order, called wingless, consists of those
kinds of insects which have no wings. The flea, louse, spider
and many others might be named. But none of these insects

. are so remarkable as the termes or white ant. The kind
which inhabits India, Africa and South America live in large
communities, build houses ten or twelve feet high, and divide
them into many different apartments. The walls of these
houses are so firmly cemented that they will often bear the
weight of four men standing upright.

17. We have thus taken a hasty glance at the worms and
insects. . These animals appear low and little, and yet they
do much to promote the general good. Insects are the sca-
vengers of nature. They devour all putrid substances; and
it has been calculated that the progeny of a dozen flies will
consume a dead carcass in a shorter space than will a hungry
lion. Thus while they people the air, they purify it.

18. The worm tribe is still more laborious than insects in
the public service. The hair-worm bores through the clay
to give passage to springs of water,—the earth-worm pierces
and softeng the earth;—the ship-worm destroys the dead and
tloating waod that would block up the mouths of rivers.

19. While, in different ways, these outeasts from man are
thus enjoying themselves, they are preparing, in the best
manner possible, the tracts they occupy for his future use
and habitation. Wheunever life exists, to those that possess
it, it is an enjoyment. Animals only fill up what man has
uo occasion for; and equally and instantly disappear as soon
as he exercises that industry and ingenuity which constitute his
authority,and on whichalone depend hishealth and happiness.
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To the Editors of the ** Morning Star.’’

Genllemen,

In compliance with the request of Robert Adair which ap-
peared in No. 21 I beg to write a few lines about the date of
Christ’s birth—In examining into the subject, it appears that
the exact year of Christ’s birth is not agreed on by Chronolo-
gers, but it was about the four thousan th year of the world—
nor can the season of the year, the month and day in which he
was born, be ascertained. The Egyptions placed it in Jaou-
ary; Wagenseil, in February; Bochart, in March; some, men-
tioned by Clement of Alexandria, in April; others in May;
Epiphantus speaky of some who placed it in June, and others
supposed it to have been in July; Wagenseil, who was not of
February fixed it probably in August; Lightfoot. on the ) 5th
of September; Scaliger,, Casaubon and Calvisius, in October;
others in November; and the Latin Church in December. It
does not however appear probable that the vulgar account is
right. The circumstance of the Shepherds watching their flock
by night does not agree with the winter season or December-
Dr. Gill thinks it was more likely in Autumn, in the month of’
September. at the feast of the tabernacles, to which there seems
some reference in John 1. 14. This being so uncertain as it
is, it would be the height of folly in Catholics and others to
persist in the celebration of the 25th of December as being
honored by Christ’s birth—But a true Christian considers it

' unnecessary in as much as it brings us again into that bondage

to ceremonial laws from which Christ freed us—Such a day as

the Christmasis more pernicious than usefyl te gociety, as it o-

pens a door for indolence and profaneness; yea, that scripture

speaks against such days Gagl. 4. 9. L1

Batticotita Dec. 4th.}‘ Yours &¢
1841,
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THE ADVENTURES OF THE GURU NOODLE.
(By Beschi)
Eighth Story.

Of the Interment of the Guru.

From the great alarm and bustle, on the occasion when he fell and lay in
the hole, no ore called to mind the prophecy which the Brahmin bad previ-
ously made. It was only after having again mounted on horseback, that the
Gura himself, perceiving that his posteriors were cold, grew sorrowfal. Nev-
ebtheless, he refrained from saying any thing, until their arrival at the Mat-
tam.

Owing to the shock of falling at his decrepit age, he could obtain no sleep
that night, but tossed about restlessly, and suffered great tribulation from the
thoughts of the above-mentioned prophecy. Not allowing himself to suppose,
that the pain which agitated his frame and caused his restlessness, arose from
the fall from the horse into the pit; he was confirmed in the notion, that it
doubtiess all proceeded from his approaching death, occasioned by the cold-
ness of his rump. With this thought he was distracted and terrified within
himself during the whole night, and unabls to close his eyes even for a single
instant, he groaned frequently, and, urged by the unsettled state of his mind,
he afterwards at break of day sent for his disciples.

On their coming 10 see him, they were greatly alarmed to pgrceive, that
his countenance was changed; that his two eyes had sunk in their sockets;
that his fuce was withered and shrivelled, and that over it there was a pale
hue mixed with brown; that his mouth was withouat moisture; his speech con-
fosed, and that he stared as it were upon vacancy. Then, fetching a deep
groan, he exclaimed, *O! my brethren, place me in the sepulchre and per-
form the rites of burial to my corpse.”” ¢‘How is thut, Sir?*’ demanded they
in terror. “‘How is that!"’ replied the Guru, ‘‘have ye then forgotien the
words, Asanam Shitam javana nasham. In the pit, into which I fell yes-
terday, there was much water and mud, in consequence of which my rump
became wet. Nevertheless, owing to the mishap which then took place, this
did not occar to me. I afterwards perceived that my posteriors were ve:
cold, and I thought upon the Shaster which the Brabmin had pronounced. Ae
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Cordingly, 1 have experienced pain of "body and uneasiness dutring the whole
Dight, nor have J obtained the least sleep, o that I am become fully sensible
that my death is approaching. Further deliberation is needless, yo will spee-
dily prepure for my interment.’’

They too, on thinking of that augug. were terrified: but although terrificd,
they did not disclose, but suppressed their inward alarm, and administered ev-
ery species of consolation in order to tranquillize the Guru’s mind. Perceiv-
ing, that notwithstanding all that they could say, the tribulation of his mind
was not appeased, they sent for one named Asangadan (the mocker,) the son
of Achedanamoorti (the irrational,) who had formerly been the soothsayer of
the village, and took him to cast out the evil spirit which possessed their Gu-
ru, and to comfort his mind. After he had heard all the circumstances which
had previcusly occurred, Asangadan came, and, with eyes, mouth and nose,
convulsed (by his grimaces,) demanded, **What is the matter with you, Sir?
Say, what ailment has come upon you, what pain, what grief, what affliction?
My Guru! my Master! my Father!’’ To all this the Guru made no other an-
swer, except the sentence, .sanam shitam jivana nasham. ‘I'hen the oth-
er replied, ““Very well then, that Brahmin has asserted, forsooth, that a cold-
ness of your ramp will be your destraction, and I will cause the heat of his
rump to be bis destruction. Point me out that Brahmin, I will perform rice-
beater Poujei upon him, and thus cast out and put an end to all the evil which
has happened through his means. Point him out immediately, point him out.”

«fs there,”” said the Guru, *‘such a poojei, as rice-heater poojei? I have
never seen or heard of such a poojei: tell me what it is ** To this, Asanga-
dun began to reply, saying, *'This sort of poojei is certainly a poojei which
is not to be found among the Oodsameiyams, or Poorrachchameiyans. Lis-
tea attentively.

*“There was a merchant who was a great worshipper of Shivan; and who,
from his desire to give food daily to Pandarame. used to invite them to a meal
wherever he met them. He bsd no chi'dren, and as for the wife whom be
huad married, it being a great plague to her 1o dress and serve rice in this man-
ner, daily for one or two Pandurams, her husband’s way of going on was by
no means agreeable to her; nevertheless, as she knew that if she said any thing
to her husband on this sabject he would not brook it, she hit upon a strata-
gem. One day, the merchant being in the bazar, he called a Pandaram whom
he met and said to him, ‘Sir, I mean to distribute alms in my house to-day;’
and, as the other accepted the invitation, he added, ‘I am busy in the bazar

just now; do you yourself go to my house, give notice to my wife, and wait
until [ arrive.” The Pandarain went away blithely, and delivered the mer-
chant’s inessage to his wife. To this she, perceiving that he was one who
had never bcen there before, replied, ‘Very well; please, Sir, to remain here.’
80 saying, she spread a mat upon the bench of the house. She then immedi-
ately proceeded to sweep the coart thoroughly, sprinkled it every where with
cow dung, purified her feet and hands, and then with much solemnity took in
her hands the beater for pounding rice. She then rabbed it all over with ash-
es, and having smeared herself also, laid the rice-beater in the middle of the
coart, and prostrating herself three times before it, mattered some incantations.
‘When she had pronounced these, she wiped the rice-beater again. and placed
it where it had been before. The Pandaram, who had been watching all this,
was greatly astonished, and said, ‘1 have now witnessed wonders which 1 ne-
ver to this day beheld. Pray, Dame, what sort of Poojei is this?* To this
she replied, *This is a kind of poojei peculiar to the deity of our caste.” She
added, speaking in a low tone, as if talking to herself, ‘You will hereafter
understand it well; for, on your going to enter the house, it will be completqd
on your head.’ Although she thus spoke, yet just as she intended, it caught
the Pandaram’s ear. ‘Have I not providentially escaped with wy life," thought
be: 8o as soon as the merehant-woman had entered into the house, withoat
making a noise, he effected his escaps. No sooner was he gone, than the mer-
chaut came, *‘Where, hussey, is the Pandaram whom 1 sent?”” demanded he.
She replied, ‘He is a pretty Pandaram—is he not’—whom you have sent this
time. As soon as he arrived he asked me to give him the rice-beater; to which
I replied, the merchant will be here immediately, I must not give it you with-
out his permission; stay a little. So saying, behold how I spread the mat for
him; bat he without listening to me, instantly broke away.” The merchant
answered, *Not so, bussey, whatever Pandarams may ask, you have my con-
sent to give them.” 8o saying, he took the rice-beater in his band, and went
out in the street to seek the Pandaram and give it him. The Pandaram, in or-
der to see the end of the affuir which was about to happen, remained crouch-
ed in an alley in the street, and when he spied the merchant coming with his
rice-beater, *See, see, heis coming to close the poojei upon my head,’ thought
he, and 80 he took to his heels. 'I'he merchaut too, ran in pursuit of him, cry-
ing out, ‘Pandaram, Pandaram,’ while he encreased his speed more and more;
till, in the ead, the merchant unable to run any longer in consequence of being
advanoed in age. and having a pot belly, returned 10 his own house. Such is
rice beater Poojei, and destruction will no more come upon you, Sir, than
will the Bsahmin’s posteriors become heated, if I accomplish it apon his back.”’

Upoan this the Guru Noodle laughed, and said, ‘It is with reason that they
call you Asangadan (the mocker,) for you are always crackiog your jokes.””
The other perceiving that the Gura luaghed, ieft off banter and again took up

the dil'conrsa. ¢8ir, the words which the Brahmin spoke are according »
truth, indeed; but it is y to und d the meaning of them rightly
True it is, thut if a coldness be perceived i the pesteriors, it is & sign of death,
but it will be as he asserted, only when the rump grows cold withest any ex-
traneous cause. You fell into water and wire: if upon this your posteriors be-
came cold, is it any great wonder? It would in that case be a wonder if they
did vot grow cold = Now, therefors, abandon this chagrin. For the fiare,
if, without sitting down io mire, or falling into the water, or without sny ow-
er extrancous cause, you perceive the Asanam shitam, then you may imfer
that the jivana nasham is nigh at band. Except in so far, all e'se, Sir, &
nousense.”” What Asangadan said, penetrated into the Guru’s mind, asd «
appeared to him like reason; therefore, having brightened up a little, be arose,
and began 10 eat, and to talk, and to go about from place to place.

After but a very fow days had in this manner passed, one night, during ba
sleep, there foll incessantly a heavy shower of rain. In consequence of thi,
u.dnppmg_ of water from the roof fell upon the Guru's bed, direct!y close tn
his posteriors; notwithstunding which, it was unknown 10 bim from e by
asleep. After the rain, and with it the dripping, bad ceased, the Gurn bheving
rolled in his sleep, lay slumbering with his fump immediately npen the we:
which had fallen. By the coldness thus produced, he suddealy awoke; am
perceiving that his rump was exceedingly cold, he became convinced that now
there was no extraneous cause whatever to prodace the cold, and that the pe-
riod of his death was arrived.

The disciples, also, without perceiving any external origin for the coldwers,
supposed thut even the coldness of the bed proceeded from the frigidity of tee
Gura’s ruinp, and thought, therefore, that this was the time of the fu'filmer:
of the prophecy. The people of his caste, also, who came 10 visit bam, 2«
they were possessed of about as much sense as themaelves, coincided m a!!
that wus said; while the Gara uttered no other answer 1o those who came,
Lut, «*Now, without fuilure, Asanam shitam jivana nasham.>’

Unable to sustain the encreased depression of spirits, and the dimimation of
bodily strength, which in this manne: he suffered from day to day, he one dav
fell into a swoon. Upon this they all made lamentation; jand placing thex
hands upon their hends, began 10 weep and to howl, crying out, “Alas! alss’
he is deceased, he is dead!”” And, ufier performing the ceremonies appertain-
ing to burial, they proceeded to bathe him.

For this purpose, baving filled brimful of water a large trough which was =
the Mattam, they tossed the supposed corpse into it, and having pressed bua
down, a number of them with one accord began to rub and to wash hirr.

Whgn thas washed, he recovered (rom the swoon buat being anable to draw
breath in the water, and incapable of making any signs with his bande and
feot, which they aqueezed Logether, the Gura Noodle perished, thromgh thei
unﬂld)ly, by the bands of these idiots. . ‘

pon this, a great multitude having assembled, they placed him in a sitting
porture in a litter sdorned with flowers, and raising him up, they crowded to-
gether before, behind, aod at the mdes. Whilst his disciples came and carri.
ed him along, chanting thus, Asanam shicam jivana nashem, and, haviss
piaced him in the grave, they buried him. *

ueuta@as LG g,
{Old Sayings )
Cerdugssd Qgrtefulbri, abwrdgdsp
@80 srislapLd.
wrew BP @tCe Liwntéedf @ unlu@.
gwPeorduBlurdarepCsd, shdabu@lurar!
meeer 80 gk, B L@ g
qas!,'péﬁlu" = Qﬁ,ﬁ?ﬁ, Qpéedu'@& .
eueauifi@aivepdr e dy werapr SRS e
T L_ M. .
B oweLlQummsEs ol ovauigop s, b
fCnrse.
goSeour@dse, 50 pred gk %,
ph e @, nawaradd.
arurgerfses, b  (H.ONTeDel. [®.
te g o8 LA relip &y sredb@éiar
sgfouluri B g, serCureaissWQed eyt .
eansPOppR e amuwortBur mp adlicr g,
QumtQerac y Jevedsrs mé@é aaxley.



— SUPPLEMENT TO THE

25WBTT® S,

MORNING STAR.

sHE®S. a.#] Homes @0 wWTisE u-. D& Cawd Twripd L. Thursday, December 16, 1841. [No. 24.

et

GENTLEMEN,

Having had the pleasure of perusing your valuable paper of
the 2nd instent, entitled the ‘*Morning Star'’ No. 28, I find
therein a Query proposed by one of your correspundents ¢ John
White” to the papist community, as to whether there is a place
like purgatory andto support their arguments by passages from
the Holy Scriptures. 1am, Gentlemen, one who professes the
papist religion and before I discuss the subject and adduce ar-
guments by way of answering the Query proposed,—allow
me to beg your correspondent through the medinm of your
columas to answer me the following Queries which 1 hope will
at once convince him and other disputants, that there is a place
like Pargatory; and should these not suffice, I shall not fail af.
ter 1 hear your worthy **White’s”” answer, to set forth other
grounds or proofs in support of it,

Queries.
V. Are there two Judgments or One?
2. s there an Immediate Judgment?
8. As soon as the soul departs from the Body to what place
does it go whether that of sinners, or saints?
4. Were Abraham and Lazarus immcdiately judged and en-
tered into Glory?
5. Was the Rich man in Hell?
6. What is the Distance between Hell and Glory seeing
that Abraham heard the cries of the rich man?
I remain, Gentlemen,
. Your Obedient Servant,
A Roman.

We insert the above Communication out of respect for our
Correspondent, but we think he has not at all met the in-
quiry which he professes to answer. We therefore hold him
to the plain point of the question proposed, viz.

<“What proof is there in the Bible of the existence of Pur-
gatory?”’

He will please to adduce chapter and verse. This is the
only fair way of meeting the question. When he has done so,
or confessed that the Bible affords no evidence on the subject,
we will see that the questions which he has proposed are an-
swered. Our object is to elicit truth for the benefit of our
readers and to those who regard the Bible as their standard of
truth no evidence will be admissible in support of a doctrine
which is not plainly derived from the Bible. If we wished to
amuse our readers by showing our skill at evasion we might
ask our **worthy’’ Correspondent to tell us

How far the East is from the West seeing it is sometimes

very near?

Whether two distinct thoughts can exist at the same moment

in his mind? '

Whether he can have a belief in two facts that are irrecon-

cileable?

Which would be nearly as relevant to his questions as his
questions are to those of our Correspondent *‘White.”
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The following copy of a warrant containing a Table of Precedence for de-
fining the progressive and relative rank of persons holding appointments in In-
dia which has been lately issued by Her Majesty,—will interest some of our
Readers.

WARRANT OF PRECEDENCE IN INDIA.
Vicroria Rxe. . .
Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, &c. To all to
whom these Presents shall come Greeting. Whereas, it bath been
‘j represented unto us, that it is advisable to regulate the Rank and
Precedence of Persons holding appointments in the East Indies,
in ordor to fix the same and prevent all disputes, We do hereby declare, and
it is Our Will and Pleasure, that the following Table, be observed with res-
pect to the Rank and Precedence of the Persons hereafter named, viz.
The Governor General or Governor General for the time being.
The Deputy Governor of Bengal.
The Governor of Madras.
The Governor of Bombay.
The Governor (or Lt. Governor) of Agra.
The Chief Justice Bengal N .
or -

The Chief Justice Madras.
The Bishop of Madras
The Chief Justice Bombay.
The Bishop of Bombay. ~
The Commander in Chief in Indis, when also a Member of the Supreme
Council.
Members of the Supreme Council of India, according to their situation therein.

Members of Council, Bengal, according to their situation therein.

The Commander in Chief at Madras, when also a Member of Council.

Members of Council at Madras, according to their sitaation therein.

The Commander in Chief at Bomnbay, when also a Member of Council.

Members of Couxcil at Bombay, according their situation therein.

The Puisne Judges of the Supreme Court at Calcutta, according to date.

Fhe Puisne Judges of the Supreme Court at Madras, according to date.

The Puisue Judges of the Supreme Court at Bombay according to date.

The Recorder of Prince of Wales’ Island.

The Commander in Chief in India.

The Commander in Chief of H. M’s. Naval Forces.

The Commanders in Chief of the Army at the several Presidencies (not
being Commanders in Chief in India) according to relative rank in their res-
pectiva services. '

Naval and Military Officers above the rank of Major General.

Members of the Sudder Adawlut according to their situation therein.

Members of the Law Commission according to their situation therein.

Civilians with reference to their Rank and Precedence to be divided into
six classes.

Civilians of 35 years standing from date of raak assigned to them on their
arrival, to form Class I, and from date of hentering such class to rank.

Wit
Major Generals, according to date of Commission.
ivilians of 20 years standing from date of rank assigned to them on their
arrival, to form Class IL. and from d"a‘t,e :f entering such class to rank
it
Colonels according te date of. Commission.

Archdeacon
Archdeacon
. . Archdeacon Bombay.
Civilians of l? years standing from date of rank assigned (o them oa thier
arrival to form Class Iii, and from date of entering such class to renk
. With
éflglll_lenan:‘ goloneln. according to date of Commission.
. vivilians of 8 years standing from dute of rank assigned to them, on their ar.
rival to form Class 1V, and from date of entering m'inclt- to rank "

. With
Maéqrg .aocor(:.ing to date of Commission.

1vilians of 4 years standing from date of rank assigned 1o them om their
arrival to form Class V. and from date of entering :n-e'h‘:la- to rank

. With
Cagga,'r!s accorging to date of Commission.

Livitiane nader 4 years standing from dat i them

arrival to form ClnuyVl. a:; tg,%a;zm oo of rank assigned to o et
. With
Subalterns according to date of Commission.

All (')ﬂicers. Dot mentioned in the above Table whose rank is regulated by
comparison with rank on the Army to have the same rank with reference 1o
Civil Servauts as is enjoyed by Military Officers of equal Grades. '

All other Persons who may not be mentioned in this Table, to take rank 2¢-
cordmg‘to general usage, which is to be explained and detarmined by the Gev-
°";3't§'.°"°‘:al |'|‘| C'?uncil, in case any question shall arise.

othing 1o the foregoing Rules, to disturb the existing practise relstiag to
Precedency at Native Courts, or on occasions of intereouuepwith Natives, aad
the Governor General in Council to be empowered to make Rules for sach
oc?ﬁltnsd in case any dispute shall arise.

adies to take place, according to the Rank assi to their '
Husbands, with the exceptioh of Ladies having Preced‘::So in E-gmhad,wb
are to take place according to their several ranks, with reference to sueh Pre-
cedeglce, after the wives of the Members of Council at the Presidencies in Todia.
yeﬁlz'n c;t OI:: dCourt hat St. James, this twenty eighth day of June, in the
ur Lord one t d eight hund i

Year of Our Revga, ousand eight hundred and forty one, and in the Fifib

Calcutta.
Madras.

By command of her Majesty,
Signed) N .
Fast Inp1a Hovuse- (Signed) Nomscamnx
London, the 18th Aug. 1841. ;
(A Trae Copy)
(Signed) J. C. MeLLVIT, Secretary.

==

SUMMARY OF NEWS.
JAFFNA.

We understand that two new planters have recently arrived here from Ea-
g'and with the view of carrying on agricultoral operations in some fertie part
of this Province—Their names are MR. BLacxarL and Mx. Byrxs.

Marriage. —Married at Jafina on Tuesday the 7th November, Mr. Fac-
prick KxeGEL of Jaffna, to Miss Naxcy Dk Lire of Caits. -

The ceremony was performed by the Reverend F. W. Tavvror, of the
Church Missionary Society—at the Fort Church.

For the “Morning Star.”

Married on the 6th instant —MANovAL TAMBY MooprLiax Nicmo-
rAs, Store keeper under the Civil FEngineer, to M1ss Ax~ the oa! "daughter
of DavipoE PILLE a respectable Native Writer employed in Fiscal’s
Department at Jaffna. ‘The parties were married by the Rev. Wrrrray
ApLxy, Church Missionary, at Nellore, from whenee the married couple re-
turned to their resi accompanied by musicians and others displayiag various
ceremonies in honor of the parties. The procession was numerous; and pre-
sented a delightful scene, which drew together a large concourse of people.

We are sorry to learn that the festivities of the occasion were somewhat
married by the absence of some of the near relatives of the parties who were
intimidated from being present through the fear of incurring the displeasure
of the Roman Catholic Priest, who disallows marriges during advent.

CALPENTYN. )

Obituary —We deeply regret to announce the death of Lou-

sia Green (wrpu @l vorwe)wife of Mr. J. Woodhull, Govern-

ment School Master at Calpentyn, which took placeon the 2d
Instant.

She was a late member of the Female Boarding School at
Oodooville and a member of the Am. Mission Church at Jaff-
na. She expressed joy at the prospect of death and fell asleep
in the Lord, singing a hymn, expressive of her trust in Jesus
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Christ for salvation and eternal happiness. She was 16 years of
old having been a wife only 7 months.
CHINA.
GovERNMENT FORTIFICATIONS.

Fort William; Secretary Department 20th Nov. 1841.—The Right
Honorable the Governor General of India in Council has the highest satisfic-
iton in publishing for general information, the annexed Copies of Despatches
trom the Milliary and Naval Commanders in Chief H. M. Force in China, re-
porting the capture on the 26th August, of the ‘Town and fortifications of Amoy.

By the order of the Right Hovorable the Governor General of India in Coun-
cil.

T. H MADDOCK Secy. to the Govt. of India.
Head Quarters, Ship Marion Amoy Harbour, September 5th 1841,
To THE R16HT Hun’BLE THE EARL oF AuckrLaD
G. C. B. Governor General, & & &.

My Lorp,—I am happy to be enabled to reportte your Lordship the com-
plete success of the operation against Amoy with very trifling loss—my anti-
cipation in regard to the preparations of the enemy have been fuily realized
but I did not calculate on so fecble a resistance. .

1. The expedition left Hong Kong Harbour on Saturday, the 21st August,
but ia consequence of light winds, the fleet did not clear the Lemma pussage
until Monday the 28, and on the evening of the 25th, we arrived in the out-
wasd anchorage of Amoy, a few shots ouly having been fired, as we were run-
ning through a chain of lslands, which form the mouth of this anchorage, and
most of which the Chinese had fortified. As it was blowing very fresh, 1 could
not get on board the flag ship until the following morning, when I accompan-
red their Excellencies 8ir Henry Pottinger and Admiral Sir Williain Parker, in
the Phlegethon Steamer, to r itre the defe » with a view to the com-
mencement of immediate operations. ‘I'he eneny allowed us to do so without
firing a shot and the plun of attack was at once decided upon, 8 summons hav-
ing been previously sent in, requiring the surrender of the Town and lsland of
Amoy to Her Majesty’s forces.

2. The Enemy’s defences were evidently of great strength, and the country
by nature difficult of access. Every Island, every projecting heudland, from
whence gune could bear upon the harbour, was occupied and strongly armed.
Commencing from the point of entrance into the inner harbour on the Amoy
side, the priacipal sea line of defence, after a ion of batteries and bas-
tions in front of the outer-town, extended for upwards of a mile inone contin-
uous battery of stone with embrasures roofed by large slabs thickly covered
with clods of earth, so us to form a sort of casement, and afford perfect shelter
to the men in working their guns. Between some of the embrasures, were em-
bankments to protect the masoury, and 96 guns were mounted in this work
which terminated in a castellated wall, conuectiag it with a range of precipi-
tous rocky heights, that run nearly parallel to the beach at a distance varying
from % to § mile. Several smaller works were apparent at intervais amid the
rocks-

3. The entrance to the inner harbour is by a chunnel about 600 yards across
between Amoy and the island of Koo-lang-soo, upon which several strong bat-
tories were visible, and some of these flanked the sea-line and stone battery.
It appeared expedient therefore to make a simuituneous attack on these two
prominent limes of defence.

4. It was proposed thut the two Line of Battle Ships with the two large
Steamers, should attack the sea deft on the island of Amoy nearest the
towan, and that some of the smalier vessels of war should open their fire to
protect the landing of the troops, which waus to be effected below the angle
formed by the junction of the castellated wall with the sea-line, while the re-
maining veesels should engage severul flunking batteries that extended beyond
these works. .

5. At the same time, the two heavy Frigates and the Modeste were to run
in and open their firc upon the works of Koo-lung-seo, where 1 instructed Ma-
jor Johastone, with a Company of Artillery und the 3 Companies of the 26th
Regiment, supported by 170 Marines under Major Ellis, to lund in a small bay
w the left of the batteries, which they were to take in reverse. .

6. About § past one o'clock, the attack comwmenced, the Enemy having pre-
viously fired occasionally shot at the ships, as they proceeded to their statione.
Sir Willian Parker will no doubt communicate to your Lordship, the very
conspicaous part taken by Her Majesty’s ships on this occasion. From the dith-
calty of getiing the boats collected in two of the Steamiers, the Troops did not
land quute 30 soon us I could have wished, notwithstanding the judicious ar-
rangemeots of Captain Gifford of H. M. Sloop Cruizer, who conducted the dis-
embarkation. The 18th and 49th Regiments however landed about 3 o'clock
with very little opposition. T'he former Regiment I directed to esculade the
castelluted wall, while the 49th were to move along the beach and get over the
sea face or through the embrazares. These two operations were performed to
my entire satisfaction, aud the greater part of these corps were soon in posi-
tion within the works, and rapidly moved along the whole line of sea defence
the enemy flying before them. Upon reaching the outskiits of the outer T'own
they were joined by u party of Marines and Seamen, whom Bir William Parker

bad most judiciously landed in support, and whom I directed to occupy a
rochy hiil in our front in the neighbourhood of which firing was still heard.
‘T'his doty was promptly and ably performed by Captain Fletcher, of H. M. S.
Wal e-1y, and Captain Whitcomnb, of the Royal Marines.

7. While these operutions were going on apon the Amoy side, the Island
of Koo lung-soo wasably attacked by the frigates, and the troops landed. Ma
jor Eilis, with some of the Marines and Cameronians, who first landed, clim-
bed up the rocks to the left of the Easternmost battery, and gallantly driving
the Enemy from the works on the heights, which were defended with some
spivit, continued his progressto the North side of the Island. while Major Jobn-
stone, who closely fol'owed up with the rest of the troops, proceeded across
it and carried the remaining works, thus putting us in possession of this very

important position. Major Johustone reports thut Bt. Captsin Gregg bad an |

opportunity of distinguishing himself in driving a large body of the Enemy from
a battery, upon which he came unexpectedly with a detachinent of 12 men.

8 On Amoy, a chain of steep rocky hills running from the range already
mentioned, tr'ansverse!y to the beach, still intercepted our view of the city.
though the outer town Iny benenth my advanced post. The guns having been
landed by the exertions of the Artillery and Sappers, and brought on fur enough
for support; had 1 strong force opposed to our advance. | decided upon for-
cing the position in my front, which uppeared extremely strong and well cal-
culated to be held during the night. Having mnade the necessary disposition, [
directed the 18th Regt. to advance up a precipitous gorge, where the Enemy
had two small works, while the 49th were to pass through the outer town by
the road to the same hills, extending their left, after gaming the pass, to the
works above the beuach so 28 to open a communication with the shipping. This
movement was also executed with spirit, the enemy merely firing off their guns
and flying; and at dusk L found myself in position close above the City, and
perfectly commanding it.

9. Owing to the boisterous state of the weather, and the delay in the return of
the Steamers, the 55th Regiment had not yet landed, but this was effected at
dayhght the following morning. I regret to say not without loss, a boat hav-
ing been swamped and five men unfortunately drowned. Thus reinforced, I
pushed strong parties of the 1Sth und 49th Regiments down ‘o the outskirts
of the City, in the North Eastern quarter of which, upon irregularly rising
groand, and closely surrounded by « dense mass of buildings, appeared the
walled town or citadel. Having carefully reconnoitered the place, 1 satisfied my-
self that, although there was u concourse of people passing and repassing at
the northern gate, the walls were not manned.—1 therefore thought it advis-
able to take advantage of the prevailing panic, and having sent a small party
with Captaio Cotton the Commanding Engineer, to recoonoiter the appioach
to the Eastern gate, which he promptly ettected; I directed upon his return, the
18th to advance having the 48th in support, and the 55th in reserve. ‘I'he ad-
vanced party of the 18th escaladed the wall by the aid of ladders found on the
spot and opened the Eust gate, which was barred and barricaded from within
by sacks filled with earth and stones. 'I'he remainder of the Regiment passed

through it and manned the other gates, the enemny having previously abandon- -

ed the place, leaving it in possession of the mob which had already begun to
plunder the public establishments.

10. [ occupied the Citadu! with the 13th and Sappers, placing the 49th,
Regiment in an extensive building without the Public office of the Intendant of
Circuit, from whence they could give protection to the Northern suburb, and
command the communication to the interior by the only road on this side the
Island. The Artillery 1 placed in a commanding position upon the top of the

* puss between the City and the outer ‘Town with the 55th in support occopying

a range of public buiidings, in which the Sub Pretect of Amoy held his Coart.

11. Amoy is a principal third class city of China, and from its excellent
harbour and sitaation appears to be well calculated for commerce. The outer
Town is divided from the city by the chain of rocks I have mentioned, over
which a paved road leads through a pass, that has a covered gate way at its
summit. The outer harbour skirts the outer Town, while the City is bound-
ed in nearly its whole length by the inner harbour and an estaary. which deep-
ly indent the Island including the outer town and the North Eustern suburb.
The City cannot be much less than 10 miles in circumference, and that of the
Ciladel, which entirely commands this suburb, and the Inner Town, though
commanded itseif by the hills within short range, is nearly one mile. The walls
are castelluted, and vary with the inequality of the ground from 20 to 80 feet
in height; and there are 4 gates, having each in an out work a second or ex-
terior gate, at right angles to the innar gate. The Citadel contained five arse-
nals, in which we found a large quantity of Powder, with store of material for
making it; Gingals, Wall pieces, Match-locks, and a variety of fire arms of
singular construction; Militury Clothing, Swords of all descriptions, Shields,
Bows and Arrows and Spears wore also found in such quuntity, as to lead to
the conclusion, that these ipust have been the chief magazines of the Province.
Within the sea-defences first taken, there was a Foundry, with moulds and
material for casting heavy ordnance.

12. All these have been destroyed, and this so much occupied my time,
considering too how much the Troops were harassed by patrolesto keep off
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Chivese plunderers, and by other duties incident to the peculiarity of our sita-
ation, that [ abandoned my intention of visiting tha interior of the fsland.
Those planderers flocked in to the City and Suborba, to the extent, as the
Chinese themselves reported, of many thousands, and I regret to say, that
several gangs penetrated into the Citadel, and committed much devastation.
Indeed, with the prospect of leaving Amoy =0 anon, I doubt notthat our march-
ing through the s'and might rather have frightened uway the peaceable houso-
holders, and led to farther plunder by the mob than have been of any advan-
tage. Buch indeed was the audacity of thase miscreants, that 1 was'in some
Oases ohliged to fire, in order to disperse them, but I am glad to say bat little
loss of life occurred.

13. I am most happy to be enabled to state that the conduet of the Troops
has been exemplary; some iostances of misconduct have no doubt occurred:
bat when it is considered that they were in the midst of temptation, many of
the houses being open with valuable propurty strewed about, and many shops
in every street deserted, but full of Sham shu—it is matter of great satisfaction
that theso instances were so few. .

14. During our stny upon the island, 1 did all in my power to prevail upon
the respectable merchants and householders, who had so much at stake, to aid
me in protecting property, which they readily promised—but their appreben-
sion of appearing to he on friendly terms with us was so great, that I could
obtain ne effectual assistance from them, nnd was unable even to get a Chineso
to remain with the guards at the gates, and point out the real owners of hous.
es within the Citadel, for the purpose of granting them free egress and ingress.

15. Our departure being determined upon, I could take no measures for
permanont occupation, and as the wind was strong against us, we were kept
on ehore four days ia a state of t watchfulness, until yesterday at §
past 2 p. M., when the preconcerted sigral for embarkation was given by the
Admiral. By § past 6 cvery Soldier and every follower had been embarked
(withoat a single instance of inebriety occarring) on board the steamer, which
transferred the Troops on board their respective Transports during the night.

16. The three Companies of the 26th Regiment have remained upon the
Island of Koo-lang-soo, which her Majesty’s Plenipotentiary has determined
to hold for the present—and I have strengthened Major Johnstone, who is in
command, with a wing of the 18th Regiment and a small detachment of artil-
lery. This little force, amounting to 550 men, will, I trust, together with the
ships of war also left behind, be sufficient to hold thissnall but important pos-
session.

19. I have the honor to enclose a list of Ordinance captured, and a return of
the Wounded on our side upon the 26th uitimo, and have no means of correct-
ly estimating the killed and wounded of the Enemy, but it must have been se-
vere, and we know that several Mandarins were amongst the former.

I have the honor to be, My Lord, Your lordship’s most obedient humble
Servant. (Signed) H. Goucx, Major General,

Commanding Ezxpeditionary Force.
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