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ABRIDGEMENT OF GOOD’S BOOK OF NATURE.

Sleep, Dreaming, Sleep-Walking, and Sleep

CHAP. vii.] Talking. [PART II.

Besides dreams or ideas in sleep, there are sometimes

words spoken, and actions performed. During a dream,

the muscles of the body may be excited, either by the

dream itself or by disease, or some other cause, and

become active. The muscles usually excited are those of

speech; many persons talk in their sleep, and sometimes

talk very well. Others have the muscles of locomotion ex

| cited, and will rise and walk without awaking or knowing

any thing of the matter.

| 10. The organ of sight is often awake when persons walk

in their sleep; and they will see to pursue the way safely

in places where they would not have ventured to walk in

broad day-light with all their senses about them. The rea

son is this: the functions of the active organs, walking
and sight, for instance, are more perfect and energetic

when they engross all the sensorial power, as they must

do if awake while the other organs are torpid. Persons

who walk in their sleep ought never to be awakened when

seen in dangerous places. -

11. We find, then, that every part of the animal system

may safely sleep or become torpid except the vital organs;

when these become torpid, the principle of life ceases.

This is a general rule; but there are exceptions. We have

all heard or read accounts of persons who have appeared

to be dead for some hours or days, and even buried, and

then reviving, and becoming alive again. In such cases

it is evident, the principle of life is only suspended; it is

so in cases of apparent death by drowning and hanging—

sometimes such persons have been recovered after seem

ing dead some hours.

12. In many animals, and in most vegetables, the living

principle often continues to reside in the organic frame

through the winter season, while the vital functions, and all

the other functions of the system, remain inactive. More

than this, -many animals remain torpid for a long time;

snails have been revived after being dried fifteen or twenty

years; and a worm which had been apparently dead five
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years, and was dry as a stick, was revived merely by soak

ing it in warm water.

13. These curious facts, while they lead us to acknow

ledge our ignorance of the manner in which the principle

of life is united with the organic frame, should also assure

us to trust in the promise of the Most High, that the sleep

of the grave will be terminated. In the revival of the dead

and withered insect, we may see a type of the revival of

the dry bones of the tomb; and in the bright butterfly that

comes forth from the blind and torpid worm, we may be

hold the image of that great change when “this mortal

shall put on immortality, and death shall be swallowed up

in victory.”

(Translation of the foregoing.)
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ABBOTT’S LESSONS ON MORALS.

(Adapted to Hindu Readers.)

Lesson II.-Justice.

Persons have a great variety of rights; and there are it.

numerable ways by which they may be violated. Of cours

yery few of these ways can now be particularly explained

We ought to have a strong sense of justice firmly establish.

ed in our hearts, as a settled principle; and then whateve

...'. circumstances may be, we shall always be

ready and willing to act justly. Those who have not such

a settled principle are continually encroaching upon the

rights of those who are smaller or weaker than themselve

or who are in any way in their power. There are many

modes in which this injustice may appear.

Children may be unjust in what they do. They may

by some act deprive a brother, or sister, or play maſt,

of a right or an enjoyment which was properly his, or

impose upon him some duty or labour which is more

than his share. A boy, named Tilliampalam was once

sent by his father to carry a heavy basket to another

house. His little brother named Ponnampalam was to gº

with him to help him. They tied the basket to a pole

and then they took hold of the pole one at each end. While

they were getting it ready, Tilliampalam said to himself

“My little brother does not understand about placing the

pole. If the handle of the basket comes just across the

middle of it, then it will be just as heavy for him as for

me: , But if I slip the basket over nearer to him, his side

will be heavy and mine will be light; he will not know tha.

there is any difference; for he does not undersand abou

placing the pole. But yet I will not do so. I should be un

just if I were to do so, and I will not be unjust.” Then

Tilliampalam slipped the basket over near to his side of

the pole; and so he had to carry more than half. Thus

he had a heavier load; and he had the satisfaction of ſeek

ing that he was not unjust; and that more than made him

compensation.

, If one boy takes a plaything from another, and will nºt

give it to him when he asks for it, he is unjust. He violates
his rights. Every one has a right to his own property,’”

all times. If a boy knocks another's ball over into the

field, or trundles his hoop off down the street, or sets his

d

º
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little boat adrift upon the water he is unjust. He is violat

ing rights. It is the same spirit which makes men oppres

sors and tyrants. ...And yet such cases are very common.

A large boy will often borrow a hoop or ball from a

small boy, upon the playground, and then will keep it

after the owner of it in vain begs him to give it back to him.

When you remonstrate with that large boy for doing so,

he says in excuse, I was not going to keep this ball, I was

going to give it to him again.”. He admits that it is

very wrong to take away the ball and keep it for his own,

; but seems to think it is not wrong to keep it a little while.

But it certainly is wrong. The sin is of the same kind

* and differs only in degree, whether you take away a per

--

º

-is belongs to another. You violate his rights. It is unjust;

son’s property and keep it from him one minute; or keep

it forever. So long as you keep it, after you know that

he wishes it to be returned, you are guilty of taking what

"it is oppressive.
QUEstions on LEsson 2.

Are there a great many ways of doing injustice?

Is it possible to describe them all, and make rules against them?

what is the only way by which a person can be preserved from doing

injustice?
What is the first of the ways mentioned in which children may be un

just?—the second?—the third?—the fourth?

Relate the story of Tilliampalam and the heavy basket.

Did Tilliampalam act wisely?
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MR. POOR2S LETTER TO HIS LATE PUPILs—No. IV.

My Yourts FRIENDs,

The “American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,” under whose

auspices the American Mission in north Ceylon was established, was organised on

the 29th of June 1810. It originated in the long-cherished desires and matured

resolutions of six young men. at that time students in Theology, to consera

themselves to the service of God, in preaching the gospel of Christ in heat.

lands. At that period, the subject of Foreign missions was almost unknown toº

American churches. Something had indeed been done, by individuals and º

Missionary Societies for the conversion of the lindians—the aborigines of 2.

country; but previously to the year 1810, there had been no movement in a

section of the church. for the purpose of raising funds, and sending forth missa

aries to the heathen in foreign countries. It was therefore a most difficult prº

lem for those !". men to solve, to ascertain by what ways and means tº

resolutions could be carried into effect, and the object of their desires reals

Such was their firmness of purpose on this subject, at least in regard to somes

them, that they had deliberately resolved, in the event of failure in their atter:

to secure the aid of the churches, to work their passage onshipboard to some tº

eign country, rather than to relinquish the object of preaching Christ to the te

then abroad.

This strength of purpose, under the guidance of that wisdom which they la

long sought from above, was made the means, by the special blessing of God

opening a door of entrance to the heathen nations of the earth, far surpass:

their most sanguine expectations. For some years, several of these young ar.

information on the subject of Foreign missions. Of set purpose, they held 7

vate intercourse extensively, in their individual capacity, with a certain clas.

the most influential members of the community, both in church and state, forts

purpose of awakening their attention to the subject of missions, and of thus F.

paring the way for a public movement in aid of their favourite object. The

plans were matured at the “Divinity College" now called the “ ogical Sº

inary" in Andover, the state of Massachusetts, New England. On the 27th,

June 1810, after a day of special prayer, in reference to the object, they presew
a communication, expressive of their views and wishes, to the{j}:
tical Association of Massachusetts—then in session at Bradford.

From the ample materials they at that time possessed on the subject of Missiºn

and from the overplowings of their hearts, in joyful hope of seeing the object

their wishes advanced, they might, with propricty, have prepared an article form

posing effect; but the following is a copy of the concise statement they made ºf

this occasion. It was drawn up by Mr. Adoniram Judson, now Dr. Judson, whos,

since spent nearly thirty years, as a missionary in the Birman Empire, and hu

translated,almost single handed, the entire Scriptures into the Birmese Languº

“The undersigned, members of the Divinity College, respectfully request the wº

tention of their Rev. Fathers, convened in the General Association at Bradford, tº

the following statement and inquiries.

“They beg leave to state, that their minds have been long impressed with tº

duty and importance of personally attempting a mission to the heathen; that tº

impressions on their minds have induced a serious, and they trust, a prayerſ

consideration of the subject in its various attitudes,ſº. in relation to thº

probable success, and the difficulties attending such an attempt; and that, aſiº

examining all the information which they can obtain, they consider themselves *

devoted to this work for life, whenever God, in his providence, shall open the waſ

They now offer the following inquiries, on which they solicit the opinion and

advice of this Association. Whether, with their present views and feelings, tº

ought to renounce the object of missions as either visionary or impracticable iſ

not, whether they ought to direct their attention to the eastern or western woºd.

whether they may expect patronage and support from a missionary Society in the

country, or must commit themselves to the direction of a European Society; and
what preparatory measures they ought to take previous to actual e ment.

The undersigned, feeling their youth and inexperience, look up to their father

in the church, and respectfully solicit their advice, direction and prayer."

Signed ADonrRAN Judson, J.R.

SAMUEL Nott, JR.

SA MUF L J. Mills,

SAMUEL NEwELL.

(To be continuod.)

Tillipaſſy, March 2d. 1843. Your's very truly.

D. Pook,
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Rules for The conduct of A CHRistiAN LIF.

Abridged from “the practice of True Devotion” by Robert Nelson, Esq.
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Scriptural Proofs of the Doctrines and Duties of Christianity

CoNCERNING THE BEING AND ATTRIBUTES OF GOD.

God’s greatness.

JMeals—Let the times of your necessary eating be con

stantly regulated, and never so far sacrifice to your appe

tite, as to be guilty of any excess. By this means God's

good creatures will not be abused, and your own health will

be preserved firm and vigorous, which suffers very much

when nature is frequently overloaded.

Never sit down to the table till you have begged God's

blessing upon those good creatures provided for your use,

since it is by the word of God and prayer that they are sanc

tified to us; if you happen to be at a table where this Chris

tian practice is neglected, reproof by your example, and

silently perform what the master of the family ought to have

* discharged after a public manner.

* Good cheer naturally inclines us to mirth and freedom,

which we must take care to make innocent. Any discourse

- that borders upon immodesty, and railery that wounds our

* neighbour, is exceeding the bounds of our Christian liberty.

... Let no complaisance prevail upon you to transgress the

* rules of temperance; they must never be esteemed your

* friends, that press you to go beyond the bounds of Christian

..., measures; and the example of no man, be his quality never

º, so great should prevail upon you to make yourself a beast.

* Never propose those for your pattern, whose minds are set

upon delicate dishes and generous liquors, whose chief stu

dy is to provide for their appetites; who are always complain

* ing, and finding fault with every thing they eat or drink,

and who place their chief happiness in sensual enjoyments.
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“The Lord your God is God of gods, and Lord oflords, a great God, a migh

| ty, a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward." Deut. x. 17.

“Ascribe ye greatness to our God." Deut. xxxii. 3.

“Thou art great, O Lord God, for there is none like thee,” 2. Sam. vii. 22.

“Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; he also is to be feared above

all gods." 1. Chron. xvi. 25.

“Who is so great a god as our God.” Psalms lzxvii. 13.

“The Lord is a great God, and a great King, above all gods." Psalms xcv. 3.

“O Lord my God, thou art very great, thou art clothed with honour and ma

jesty." Psalms civ. 1.

“Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearcha

ble. Psalms czlv. 3.

“Praise him according to his excellent greatness." Psalms cl. 2.

“The great, the mighty God, the Lord of hosts, is his name. Jer. xxxii. 18.
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Remarks on the pretended Resemblance between the rites and ceremo

nies of the Mosaic dispensation and those of the Sivas, being a con

tinuation of the Reply to the communication of a “Lover of good

Religion, in .No. 2. of the present Vol.

(Continued from page 45.)

In the last two Nos. of the Morning Star we attempted to show that there

is a wide and an important difference-yea, a total opposition,-between the

system of worship delivered to the Jews and that professed and practiced

by the Sivas, in these important respects; viz, the one system is aimed at

the exclusion and overthrow of idolatry; the other at upholding and

propagating it. The one is without any credible evidence of its having

originated elsewhere than in the craft of deceitful men; the other has cred

ible evidence of its having originated in the divine appointment. The

one system teaches its unhappy votaries nothing respecting its rites, but tha'

they are in themselves meritorious to procure the expiation of sin and ob

tain the favour of a holy God:—the other insists that the observance of its

rites and ceremonies are utterly worthless and abominable in the sight of

God, unless they are observed in a spirit of repentance for sin and obedi.

ence towards God, and with faith in Christ as “the Lamb of God which ta.

keth away the sin of the world,” of whom the sacrifices mentioned in the

Books of Moses, are declared to be a type. Heb. ix. 9-15.

we ubw coine to the third and most important point of our correspond

ent's inquiries—What is the meaning of those texts that declare that the

rites and ceremonies performed by the Israelites should be perpetual or

that they should be continued for ever? -

There can be no question but that the words “for ever” and “perpet

wal” in their prinary signification mean, “never ceasing,” “continuing for

ever,” &c. Therefore, if it cannot be shown that they were sometimes used

in a finited sense, to mean merely a “lung period” or the “whole period

of a particular dispensation,” it must be admitted—in the absence of

other sufficient proof to the contrary—that the rites and ceremonies alluded

º

to are of perpetual obligation, and that it is the duty of Christians to ob

serve them.

But we shall now proceed to show that these words were ſrequently used

in a limited sense. In proof of this, see Exodus xix. 9. “And the Lord

said unto Moses, Lo I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the people may

hear when I speak with thee and believe thee for ever.” This appears to be

linited to the term of Moses’ life. If the cbjector urges that reference is

here made to the code of laws which Moses delivered, which remained in

force among the people after his death, we answer, It possibly is so, but in

our view, the comstruction which we have given of the passage is the more

natural and probable. But we are not dependent on this text alone for

proof. See Ex. xxi. 6, where it is said in regard to a servant who should

not wish to be freed from his master—“then his mastershall bring him un

to the judges, he shall also bring him to the door or unto the door-post; and

his inaster shall bore his car through with an awl; and he shall serve him

for ever.” Here it is plainly limited to the term of the servant's life.

See Chron. xxiii. 13: “And Aaron was separated that he should sanctify the

most holy things he and his sonsfor ever.” Here it means that the priest

hood should be established in Aaron's family, and that he and his sons should

devote themselves to its service while they lived. See Jonah ii. 6, where

Jonah describing the hopelessness of his condition in the belly of the whale

says “the earth with her bars was about me for eter.” See also John viii.

35. “And the servant abideth not in the house for ever, but the son abi.

deth ever;” which means, that a servant may, by the master's will, at any

period, be ejected from the family, but the son has a permanent interest in

* See also lst Kings is, 3, where God speaks to Solomon at the dedication
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of the temple which he had built: “I have hallowed this house which thou

hast built, to put my name there for ever;” which is, of necessity, limited to

the term of the temple's duration. See also Ezek. xxxv. 5, where the hatred

of the Edomites to the children of Israel is denominated a “perpetual ha

tred.” There are many other texts of similar import. But these are suffi

cient to show that it was not uncommon to use the words “for ever” and

“perpetual” with a limited signification. The term “through your gen

erations” being of similar import, would of course fall under the same rule

of usage.

Now, if the words in question have a limited signification in the texts

we have quoted, as they plainly and necessarily must have, then it follows

that the same words also may have a limited signification in the texts quot

ed by our correspondent; and therefore, that these texts in themselves furnish

no valid objection to the abrogation of the Jewish rites and ceremonies.

In other words, it shows that the use of language was such as to allow, with

perfect propriety, of the words “for ever,” “perpetual,” &c. being used

to signify a very long time, or through the period of a man’s life, or through

the period of a particular dispensation. Now the question is, were they

used in this sense in the texts referred to by our correspondent? That they

were used in this sense in the verses referred to may be inferred from the

nature of the subject; i.e. if the rites and ceremonies were merely types and

shadows of better things to come, as we have shewn in our last two num

bers, then they could exist only to the time of the appearance of their an

titype, for the antitype does of necessity do away with the type.

It may beinferred secondly, from the fact thatthey are actually done away;

and that Christians universally acknowledge their obligation to lie only in

offering spiritual worship, the incense of pure affections and the offering of

holy desires. For it cannot be supposed that God would allow that which

he had designed to exist for ever, and which he had declared should exist

for ever, (using the word in its primary sense) to be done away by any

cause whatever. His character for veracity would thereby be impeached,

and be could no longer be regarded as a God of Truth. If then it be ad

mitted that God is a God of Truth (a point which we trust, our correspon

dent is not disposed to question) and it is found that he has declared con

cerning certain institutions and things, that they shall be observed by his peo

ple “for ever,” “through all their generations,” and it is ascertained

that these institutions and observances are not now regarded, and that the

temple itself, has been utterly overthrown, the natural and necessary infer

ence is, that the words in this connection had a linited signification. And

further, when it is seen that the words in question had not unfrequently, in

common usage, a limited signification, (which we have also shewn) the

candid inquirer will at once admit the propriety and force of this inference.

But here it may be asked, how shall the student of the Bible know when

the words in question are used in a limited sense and when in their prima

ry signification? We answer, the nature of the subject spoken of, and its

connections will almost always determine this.

But we will leave inferences and resort to the direct testimony of Scrip

ture in confirmation of our views.

1. Is there any intimation in the Old Testament that the ceremonial wor

ship of the Jews was to be annulled and another method of worship insti

tuted? See Jeremiah iii. 16. “In those days saith the Lord, they shall say

no more, the ark of the covenant of the Lord, neither shall it come to mind.

neither shall they remember it, neither shall they visit it, neither shall that

be done any more.” Look also at Jeremiah xxxi. 31–33. “Behold the

days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house

of Israel, and with the house of Judah, not according to the covenant that

I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring

them out of the land of Egypt (which my covenant they brake although 1



58 62.

go ºust a 304.—MORNING STAR.

was an husband unto them saith the Lord;) but this shall be the covenant

that I will make with the house of Israel; after those days, saith the Lord,

I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and

will be their God and they shall be my people.” These verses are quoted

in the epistle to the Hebrews chap. viii. as having particular reference to

the “better covenant” of which Christ was the “mediator.” “In that he

saith a new covenant he hath made the first, old.” See the 13th verse.

2. Did Christ teach any thing on this point. See John iv. 19–21; 23–26.

“The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.

Our fathers worshipped in this mountain, and ye say that in Jerusalem is

the place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, be

lieve me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain nor yet

at Jerusalem worship the Father.” “But the hour cometh and now is, when

the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for the

Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a spirit, and they that worship

him must worship him in spirit and in truth. The woman saith unto him,

I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he

will tell us all things. Jesus saith unto her I that speak unto thee am he-”

Here is a plain intimation that the hour was near, when the old form of

worship was to be abolished, and a new and more spiritual worship in

stituted.

3. What did the apostles of Christ teach respecting it? See Acts xv.

which contains a discussion of the question whether the Jewish rites were.

obligatory on gentile converts, some Jews having insisted that they were.

The decision of the apostles is thus expressed in an epistle addressed to

their gentile brethren: “Forasmuch as we have heard that certain which

went out from us have troubled you, with words subverting your souls, say

ing, Ye must be circumcised and keep the Law, to whom we gave no such

commandment. It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to

send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul.” “For it

seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us to lay upon you no greater bur

den than these necessary things. That ye abstain from meats offered to idols,

and from blood, and from things strangled, and from ſornication; from which

if ye shall keep yourselves ye shall do well. Fare ye well.” verses 24, 25;

28, 29. See also Colossians ii. particularly verses 13–17. “And you,

being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath

he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; blot

*g out the hand-writing of ordinances that was against us, which

Was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; and

having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly

triumphing over them in it. I.et no man therefore judge you in meat, or

in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sab

bath days, which are a shadow of things to come, but the body (or

substance,) is of Christ.

The Epistle to the Hebrews—being addressed particularly to Jewish

Christians, who were strongly attached to the Jewish ceremonial worship,

is almost wholly devoted to this subject; and should be carefully studied by

every one who is desirous of understanding the nature and relations of the

old and new Testament dispensations.

See chapters viii., ix., x., where it is plainly shown that the old dis

pensation of ceremonial and sacrificial worship was done away, and that

Christ had opened a new and living way of access to God by the offering

of himself, by the which offering “he hath perfected for ever them that are

sanctified.” x 14. “The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the

holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was

yet standing; which was a figure for the time then present, in which were

offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the ser.

vice perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; which stood only in meats and

drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until

the time of reformation. But Christ being come, an high priest of good things

to come, by a greater or more perſect tabernacle, not made with hands, that

is to say, not of this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves, but

by his own blood, he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained

eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goat, and it,

ashes of an heiſer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the

flesh; how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eterm

spirit offered himself without spot to God: purge your conscience from de

works to serve the living God? And for this cause he is the Mediator of it.

New Testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of transgress.

ions that were under the first Testament, they which are called might re.

ceive the promise of eternal inheritance.”—Chap. ix. 8 –15.

It has been clearly shewn by the foregoing quotations and reman,

1st. That the words “for eter,” “perpetual,” &c. were sometime, use:

to signify the term of a man's life, and sometimes the duration of a particut.

period or dispensation.

2dly. That it is appropriately and necessarily inferred from the natur,

of the subject spoken of, that the words had this limited signification it

the texts refererred to by our correspondent.

3dly. That it is further necessarily inferred that they had this signific.

tion, from the fact that the things spoken of have actually ceased to be ot.

served, and have, as it were, passed out of existence.

4thly. That it was foretold by the prophets and by Jesus Christ that tº

old covenant of ceremonies and offerings was to be abolished and a re.

spiritual worship introduced; and,

5thly. That the apostles of Christ after his death;-(i.e. after he hº

| offered himself as a sacrifice for us,)—assiduously taught, that the old ritu

worship was no longer of any value—that its design had been fully accom

plished by the death of Christ, and that it was no longer obligatory aſ

illen.

We conclude our remarks on this point by quoting the following scripts.

al exhortation for the warning and advice of our Siva friends:—“Havin;

therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,

by a new and living way which he hath consecrated for us through the vel

that is to say his flesh, and having an high priest over the house of Gº:

let us draw near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having our heart

sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water."

—“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the

truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,—but a certain fearſ.

looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the ad.

versaries—He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two o'

three witnesses.—Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall hete

| thought worthy who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hit

counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unha;

thing, and hath done despite unto the spirit of grace?” Heb. x. 19-23

26–29.

In our next No. we propose to reply to the remarks of our correspond.

ent touching the circumcision of Christ—Paul's visit to the temple, -the

circumcision of Timothy; and also to the assumption, that God inhabit,

the idol—which, with a few concluding remarks, will finish what we have

to say on this subject at present.
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THE COMET–Our readers will have had their attention attracted

by the appearance of the comet with its long lustrous tail, that now adorns

the western heavens after the sun has retired. This heavenly visitor has

come upon us unexpectedly, and must therefore be considered one of whose

ways we know but little. The attention of astronomers will of course be

3irected to it with interest, and we shall learn in due time the result of their

observations. It has been remarked by all whom we have heard speak on

the subject, that this comet surpasses any they have ever seen, in the length

and Justre of its train. The length of its train as observed by the naked eye

is 35 or 40 degrees.—we shall be glad, if it may be recognised as an old

acquaintance by any of the knowing ones. For the instruction of our read

ers we subjoin a brief notice of some of the most remarkable coinets,

whose appearance has been recorded by astronomers.

According to the testimony of the early writers a Comet made its appear.

ance 43 years before the birth of Jesus Christ, which could be seen in day

light with the naked eye. This Comet is again mentioned as appearing in

1106, and then resembling the sun in brightness, being of great size and

having an immense tail.–In the year 1402 a Comet was seen, so brilliant,

as to be discerned at noon day. In 1456 a large Comet made its appear.

ance, which returned after regular intervals in 1531, 1607, 1682, 1758 and

1835. A Comet appeared in 1689 with a tail curved like a Turkish sabre.

A large coulet appeared in 1680 whose train reached from the horizon to

the zenith and was estimated to be 96,000,000 of miles in length. A Comet

appeared in 1744, which had at one time, 6 tails, each 6,000,000 of miles

long, and another which appeared soon after had a tail of 40,000,000 of

miles in length.

The appearances of Comets vary according to their positions in regard to

, the sun und eurth. If the Comet be eastward of the sun, and move from it,

the bright train precedes the body, after the fashion of a beard, and hence

arises the popular name of a “bearded Comet.” If the Comet be west.

ward of the sun, and move towards it, the tail then follows the body, and it
is termed a “tailed Comet;” and lastly, if the Coulet and sun be diametri.

sally opposite-that is, iſ the earth be between these two bodies, the tail is

then behind the body, and appears around it in a misty hairy form, hence

called a “hairy Comet.” About 500 comets have been observed since the

beginning of the Christian era. The orbits of 97 have been calculated by

astronomiers Of these 24 passed between the sun and the orbit of Mercury;

33 between the orbits of Mercury and Venus; 21 between the orbits of Ve.

nus and the earth; 15 between the orbits of Ceres and Jupiter. Forty-nine
of these comets move from east to west, and 45 of them from west to east.

Up to the beginning of the 17th century no correct notions had been en

tertained in respect to the paths of comets. There was nothing in the ob.
servations of the earlier astronomers to fix their identity, or to lead then to

suspect that any one of them had ever been seen before; much less that they

formed part of the Solar System, revolving about the sun in elliptical orbits.

Dr. Halley the contemporary and friend of Sir Isaac Newton, first discov.

ered that the comet of 1682, was the same that had appeared in 1607, 1531

and 1456, performing its circuit round the sun in a period varying a lit.

tle from 76 years. This is therefore called Halley's comet. M. Biela, of

Josephstadt, determined the period of the revolution of the comet of 1826 to

be about 6 years and three quarters; accordingly its return, in 1832, was

looked for with much interest; and it appeared at the expected time. This

comet is hence called Biela's Comet. Professor Encke determined the di

mensions of the orbit of the comet of 1818, and its revolution round the

sun to be about 8 years and 4 months. This is called Encke's Comet.

We would here remark to our native readers, that admitting the science

of astrology to be true, it follows that all the calculations of astrologers in

this country are false, from the fact that the influence of at least 97 heav

enly bodies connected with the solar system are left out of their calculations.

If therefore you would have the benefit of astrological science, you should

demand of your astrologers that they first make themselves acquainted with

the character aad influence of these comets, before they present you with

their calculations as the true results of astrological science.

Comets have always been considered by the ignorant and superstitious

as the harbingers of war, pestilence, and famine. When Halley's Comet

appeared in 1456, the Turks had extended their victorious arms into Eu

rope, and seemed destined to overrun the country. The Romish religion

held at that time almost universal sway. The people were filled with ap

prehension that the earth was destined to speedy destruction, and flocked in

crowds to the churches and convents to conſess their sins, and make

offerings to the Pope. Pope Calixtus III. ordered the Ave Maria to be re

peated three times a day insted of two. He ordered the church bells

to be rung at noon, and added to the Ave Maria the following prayer:

“Lord save us from the devil, the Turk, and the Comet.” It is the general

belief of the natives of this country that the appearance of the Coinet now

in sight, is portentous of cholera or some other approaching evil. The

discoveries of science have, however, robbed them of their terrific as:

pect to the minds of the well-informed. Apprehensions have indeed been

in Culged of the possible collision between a comet and the earth, which, if

it were to occur, would probably effect their mutual destruction. But the

saine divine hand, which first set thein in motion and determined the bounds

of their habitation, will hold them in their places till the end of their crea

tion is accomplished. -

“Nothing can be more sublime, or better calculated to fill the mind with

profound astonishment, than to contemplate the revolution of coinets, while

in that part of their orbits which comes within the sphere of the telescope.”

“Some seem to come up from the immeasurable depths below the ecliptio

and having doubled the heaven's mighty Cape, again plunge downward with

their fiery train; others appear to come down from the zenith of the universe

to double round the sun, and then reascend far above all human vision.

Others are dashing through the solar system in all possible directions—each

pursuing the path prescribed by Him who guides and sustains then all.”

“What regions these vast bodies visit when they pass beyond the limits

of our view; upon what errands they coine when they again revisit the cen.

tral parts of our system; what is the difference between their physical con

stitution and that of the sun and planets; and what important ends they are

destined to accomplish in the economy of the universe, are enquiries which

naturally arise in the mind, but which surpass the limited powers of the

human understanding at present to determine.” -

The Christian sees in the movements of these mysterious unknown heav

enly bodies a wonderful display of the power and wisdom of his heavenly

Father aud admires His condescension who regards with equal care,

his own, and the affairs of mighty worlds like these.

SUNIMHARY OF NEWS.

JA FFNA.

The Criminal Sessions of the Supreme Court were closed on Friday the 24th

February last, and his Lordship cominenced hearing appeal cases on Saturday.

| Ratnam Winasy of the Wanny was indicted and convicted of the murder of his

brother-in-law, Suppen Wally, and sentenced to suffer death on the 7th April next.

| The prisoner protested his innocence to the last.

The abduction case has been allowed to traverse till the next Sessions, and will

in all probability be tried at Trincomalie, in consequence of the disagreement be.

tween the two Counsels in regard to a Jury.

The sessions of the Supreme Court were finally closed on the 6th inst... and Mr.

Justice. Carr, accompanied by Mr Advocate Boileau, immediately after left
Jatina for Colombo.

The Queen's Advocate and lady Buller started from this on Friday last.

Rumorº-it is currently reported that C. P. Layard Esq. will be district Judge

of Jaffna No. 1, and W. K. Burleigh Esq. of No 2 on the introduction of the new
Charter of Justice.

Deaths at Manaar with fever.—On the 8th February 1843 the infant child of

Mr. John Fredric Honter, Post Office Clerk at that place.

On the 8th February 1843 Susan, daughter of Mr. Nicholas Cornelius Theide.

man, Fiscal's Clerk of that place.

On the 8th February 1843 William Alfred son of William DeNies Esq. Proctor

and Deputy to the Queen's Advocate of that place.

•Mohammedan Processions forbidden to the Military.—His Excellency the

Governor, has issued an order forbidding the Military in any part of the Island

forming similar processions to that in which they were engaged in the recent fight

| at Colombo between them and the Moors. -

--
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Steamers at Galle.—The India and Viren Steamers arrived at Calle on the 21st

and took their departure on the 22d—the former on her way from Calcutta to

Suez; the latter from Bombay to China, bearing Col. Malcolm, with her Majes

ty's ratification of the treaty with the celestial Emperor.—Obs. 27th Feb.

The Pawnban Channel.-The Madras Atheneum of the 25th of Feb. states

that since the operations commenced for opening this channel in 1828, the ton

nage of the coasting trade had increased from 20,000 to nearly 100,000 tons.

The channel is now so deep as to admit the passage of barques of 260 tons. By

a thoroughly competent judge, it is thought the coasting trade may increase to

750,000 tons per year when the channel is cut down to 10 feet at low water. For

steamers this passage would be invaluable, as timber-built ones of 500 tons

and iron ones of 1000 tons could navigate the channel with ease and safety, and

there being such an excellent harbºur on the south side of Paumban it could with

great advantage be the entrepot for steam communication with Suez. The first

class steamers might run from Suez to Paumbrn, where one or more iron steam

ers could be in readiness to run along side, receive passengers and goods, pass

through the channel, and thence for their destination, saving at least 500 miles in

distance and three days in time.

The Governor General desecrating the Sabbath.–The Governor General made

his public entree into Delhi on the Sabbath. He was attended by a cortege of

troops, native princes, elephants, &c. making a show of great magnificence. Ma

ny European ladies and gentlemen abstained from witnessing the pageant on ac

count of its being on the Sabbath. We think this wanton desecration of the sanc

tity of the Sabbath on the part of his Lordship more reprehensible than even his

proclamation ebout the idolatrous gates of Somnauth. That act was probably the

fruit of a good intention misdirected, through his ignorance of the facts of the

case—this can afford no Justifying plea, and must be viewed—by those who

admit the divine obligation of the Sabbath—as an inexcusably wanton and wick

ed violation of the divine command, “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.”

Respect for the Sabbath.-The Bombay Government have issued an order pro

hibiting all labour in the public offices on the Sabbath.

.Anti-Idolatry Society. — A Society is about to be formed at Madras with the ob

ject of exerting an influence to disconnect the Government from all participation

in the idolatrous usages of the natives.

The Somnauth Gates.—The rotten old gates are detained until the 14th Feb.

when they make their public entree into Delhi. It is said they will accompany the

Governor General to Agra, and remain there until further notice. We suspect

his Lordship is heartily sick of his most foolish bargain.—Delhi Gaz. Feb. 11.

.4nother fracas connected with the celebration of the JMohammedan festival

.Mohurru.-At the celebration of the Mohurru by the Mohammedans of Bellary,

they interfered to prevent a company of Hindus carrying out their idol—on the

ground that it was dishonourable to the name of the prophet. The Magistrate

and General of the forces endeavoured to quell the excitement, but in vain; and a

arty of military was called out, when the inob commenced an attack upon them,

The soldiers were ordered to charge, which they did,—when several musslemen

were wounded and the rest dispersed.

Death of the Maharajah of Gwalior.—His Highness the Maharajah of Gwali

or died on the 7th of Feb. Bhageerut Rao the person nearest in blood to the late

Maharajah has been chosen his successor.

(From the Friend of India.)

Letters from Bundlekund state. that Government have proclaimed rewards to

the awount of 70,000 Rupees for the apprehension of the refractory Bundlekund

chiefs.

Canal bettreen Cairo and Suez—It is said the Pasha of Egypt has determined

on constructing a Canal between Cairo and Suez, and that the work is to be con

inenced forthwith.--A Canal through the desert would make Suez the great en

trepot for every sort of merchandise, and enable merchants to ship direct for Eu

ropean markets by way of the Mediteranean.

The Hurkaru of Feb. mentions two instances of the infliction of the most

barbarous tortures by the native officers of l'olice in the interior of the

country. We are happy to find, that in both instances the crime has been

brought home to the offenders, and that they have been subjected to the

severest punishment.

The Englishman of the same date states, on the authority of a letter

from Constantinople of the 1st of December, received at Bombay, that two

Regiments of Poles, who had been sent against the Circassians, joined their

standard, and that the Czar, enraged at this defection, had resolved to deal

with the unſortunate Poles under his yoke with a severer hand than ever.

The Delhi Gazette states, that intelligence had reached Lahore, of

Akbar Khan's having hoisted the greenflag, and proclaimed a religious

war against the infidels. He has sent to the Mohannedan princes of Central

Asia, and invited them to attack the seiks of Pesha wur. It is said that fif.

ty thousand fanatics are ready to join his standard and pour down on the

Mºuniab.

The Nemesis brings news from China to the last day of the year. The

traffic in opium was openly conducted in the rivers, without any attempt at

sinuggling the drug. The conduct of some of the merchants is represented

as being highly disgraceful. The cargo of not ſewer than six vessels have

been smuggled in or out, under favor of the night, without paying the usual

dues or port charges. What right have we to charge the Chinese with a

lax morality when Britains are found ready to evade the laws, and to dis

grace their national character.

..Abolition of Slavery throughout India. —The Supreme Govern.

ment of India has promulgated the following act in relation to slavery in

lnda—which, by the simple process of regarding every person as possessing

equal rights in law, effectually does away the relation of master c

slave. ./ln .1ct, &c.

“I. It is hereby enacted and declared, that no public officer shall in

cution of any decree or order of court, or for the enforcement of any

mand of rent or revenue, sell, or cause to be sold, any person, or the rº"

the compulsory labor or services of any person, on the ground that such:

son is in a state of slavery.

“II. And it is hereby declared and enacted that no rights arising as

an alleged property in the person and services of another as a slave.

be enforced by any civil or criminal Court or Magistrate within the T

tories of the India Company.

“III. And it is hereby declared and enacted, that no person who:

have acquired property by his own industry or by the exercise of anyº

calling or profession, or by inheritance, assignment, gift or bequest, she

dispossessed of such property or prevented from taking possession the

on the ground that such person or that the person from whom the propº

may have been derived was a slave.

“IV. And it is hereby enacted, that any act which would be a pen:

fence if done to a free man, shall be equally an offence if done to any º

son on the pretext of his being in a condition of slavery.”

The Act, though it renders the existence of slavery impossible, yetrº

no violent change in the internal economy of Society. It is simple, cº

unobtrusive, and just. It disturbs no existing arrangement between us"

and slave, when the slave has no cause of complaint against his mir

but it gives every man the privilege of claiming his liberty by an appe.

the public tribunals. By simply declaring that no rights arising out of as

ofslavery shall be enforced by the Courts, it cuts the bonds which bound"

slave but does not remove him from his master, and it excites no undue t

pectations in his boson. It is scarcely possible to fancy any method tº

simple, more judicious, and more entirely unobjectionable for getting tº

this great national evil, with which India has been afflicted for twenty ºr

ries, than that which has now been proposed.--Friend of India.

NOTICE.-As the last form of the Morning Star was going to Pº

a part of it fell into pi and had to be set up anew, which occasioud."
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