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ABRIDGEMENT OF GOOD'S BOOK OF NATURE.

PART II.] ſatural and Artificial Language. [CHAP. x.

1. Language, we are constrained to believe, was the giſt or teaching ef

God to the first man. Adam “gave names” to all the creatures, as they

appeared before him, and he was, without doubt, divinely inspired to un

derstand their ratures and the appropriate word by which each should be

distinguished. This was the origin of language.

2. In the same holy Book we are informed that aſter the deluge, the

“world was all of one speech,” and further, we have a history of the man

ner in which this universal language was “confounded,” that is, broken up,

altered, and formed into various dialects. Let us see if what we know of

the past and present state of language throughout the world corresponds

with the account given in the Bible.

3. There is, in all the languages of the earth, a family character and like

ness, which cannot possibly be the effect of accident. The common divi

sions and rules of one language are the common divisions and rules cf

the whole, and hence every national grammar is, in a certain sense, and to

a certain extent, a universal grammar, and a man who has learned one for.

eign tongue has made some progress towards a knowledge ofother tongues.

4. In all countries, and in all languages, there is only one and the same

set of articulate sounds, varying in number from twenty to thirty in differ

ent languages. Every civilized nation and barbarous tribe uses the same ar.

ticulations, the only differenceis, they combine and apply these simple sounds

in a different manner. This uniform system of grammar and uniform cir

cle of articulations make it almost certain that all languages must have been

derived from one and the same source.
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MIR. POOR2S LETTER TO HIS LATE PUPILS.–No. 1X.

MY YoUN G FR 1 EN IDs,

Before giving the promised narrative of events which led to the establishment

of the American Mission in the Province of Jaffna, in 1816, I purpose giving you

a brief sketch of the operations of the American Board of Commissioners previ

ously to that period. After the formation of the Board in 1810, as mentioned in

my fourth and fifth letters, it was a very serious question whether the requisite

funds could be obtained for sending out the four young men who had offered their

services, and who held themselves in readiness to go to any part of the heathen

world, at the pleasure of the Board. That was a new period in the history of the

American Churches, a period that gave occasion for the expression of a great

variety of feeling and sentiment, from different classes of individuals. Some rid

iculed the idea of sending missionaries to the heathen, alleging that the heathen

might well take care of themselves, that God who created them would provide

for them,-and that to send missionaries abroad would be a useless expenditure

of men and money. Others thought that the young men who had oilered their

services were unpardonably rash in their proceedings, and needed to be restrained.

Some, who had a better state of feeling toward heathen nations and who had

been taught to pray for them, believed that the time had not yet come, in the pro

vidence of God, for successful efforts for their conversion.

Others again, even men of principle and piety, thought the movements in favor

of Foreign Missions ought to be discouraged as being hostile to the best interests

of Christianity at home,-that these young men, who had just completed their ed

ucation and who were ready to go to the ends of the earth in the service of Christ,

were the very men whose services were urgently needed in their native country;

—and while large portions of every community in America were in an uncon

verted state, and while there were numerous tribes of American savages in a state

of heathenism among whom these zealousyoung men inight expend their strength

and their zeal, it was thought to be unwise to give up a certainty for an uncertain

ty—to leave those upon our own borders and to proceed to the ends of the earth

in search of heathen nations they knew not where. The numerous objections to

Foreign Missions which at that period were urged by different classes of men and

from very different motives, would, if fully presented, fill a volume, and appear very

formidable.

But great is the power of truth; and nothing more was then needed, as subse

quent events showed, but a fair presentation of the truth in relation to the subject

in question. A new impulse was given to the public mind. A spirit of inquiry on

the subject of Missions was extensively awakened, and more enlarged and impres

sive views were entertained respecting the coming of the kingdom of God on earth,

and respecting the agency, which it was the duty and privilege of the Churches

of Christ to put forth in aid of the gracious designs of the Almighty for the redemp

tion of the world. -

Dr. Buchanan's Researches in the East, Melville Horne's letters on Missions,

and Brief Narratives of the doings and successes of modern missionary societies

of Great Britain, were extensively circulated throughout the country and attend

ed with surprising results.

On adverting to events of that period, I cannot do justice to the subject in hand

without pointedly turning your attention to the broad foundation on which the

missionary enterprise is based. And this I may do, in part, in the way of offer.

ing a solution to a problem, which the more intelligent of your own countrymen

have labored in vain to solve on any principles with which they are acquainted.

The problem to be solved is, How does it happen that individuals and commu

nities of another nation, another government, another language, and situated in

another hemisphere, should be willing to give up their sons and daughters in the

Prime of life, transport them to a benighted, “half civilized,” and heathen coun

ºº there sustain them, year after year, for an indefinite period, and at vast
expence:

The best solution that can be given to this problem, on the principles ef Hin

duism is, that the patrons of Missions are actuated by the hope of gain, the reward

of merit-the same principle that induces a Hindu to endow an idol temple—

to dig a tank or to build a rest house. But this does not reach the case. Every

intelligent advocate of Missions is forward to acknowledge and to proclaim in the

language of inspiration: “Though I bestow all my goods to ſeed the poor and

though I giyº my body to be burnt and have not Charity” (love) "it profiteth me

nothing.” We must therefore look for some other and some higher principle than

the Hindu doctrine of merit or penance fºld F orgava. This higher principle is

indicated in the above cited passage; by the term charity or love; but it is love of a

peculiar kind. It is the love of compassion toward the miserable, the helpless, and

the ill-deserving. . It is love demanding a sacrifice on the part of him who would

erercise it. Wonderful indeed to say, this is true even of that love of God to man

in which Christianity had its origin;" for God so loved the world that he gave his

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have ev

erlasting life.” “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us and

sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” “and not for ours only but for

the sins of the whole world.” What shall we say of love that dictated such a sacri

fice, and what must we think of “our sins" that required such a propitiation’

The peculiar kind of love of which we are speaking, was no less wonderfully

manifested in the incarnation and death of the Son of God. “Greaterlove hath no

man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” “I have power to lay

down my life and have power to take it again; this commandment have I received

of my father.” “I came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give my

life a ransom for many." Again I ask what shall we say of love that dictated such

a sacrifice, and what must we think of the natureof that bondage which required

such a ransom!

Seeing in what manner and at what sacrifice, the Father and the Son have mani

fested their love and compassion, for the redemption of our race, we may the

better understand what is the nature of that Christian love which is shed abroad

in the heart of man by the Holy Ghost and which must from its very nature, under

the circumstance of the case, give rise to the Missionary enterprise. For if there

be Christians on earth they have been “born of God”—“renewed in knowledge

after the image of Him who created them,” even the image of Him who spared not

his own Son, but freely gave him up for us all. Again, if there be Christians on

earth, they have been “created a new in Christ Jesus." They have “put on the

Lord Jesus Christ.” And the command is, “Let the same mind be in you that was

in Christ Jesus; who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal

with God, but made himself of no reputation and took upon him the form of a ser

vant and was made in the likeness of men and being found in fashion as a man, he

humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross."

“Now if any man have not the spirit of Christ he is none of his.” The inferencethen

is irresistible that “If God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.”, “Bº:

cause he laid down his life for us, we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren."

Whoever therefore has sense and reason enough to examine and to discern the

broadest and the most glaring principle on which Christianity is founded, has the

requisite data for solving the problem to which I have referred. He may fully un:

derstand, how it happens that individuals and communities on the other side of

the globe are personally interested in the welfare of the idolaters of the Province

of Jaffna? He may in some degree understand what must have been the nature

of the struggle, and what the progress and triumph of the cardinal principle ºf

Christianity in America, at the time of which I am now speaking—immediately

after the formation of the Board of Missions. A consideration of the nature of

this love will enable you also to understand how it happens, that the American

Churches have patiently sustained the Jaffna Mission at great expence, for

the space of twenty-seven years; and how it happens that a missionary who has

the spirit of his Mäster is not easily to be turned aside from the object of his pur:

suit by adverse occurrences—either by deferred success—the unworthiness of

those in whose behalf he labors, or by the defection and apostacy of those over

whom he once rejoiced.

Let it then be deeply settled in our minds that the spirit of Missions is eminent
ly the spirit of Him, “who, though he was rich, for our sakes became poor that

we through his poverty might be made rich.”

in the light of these remarks, it may be easy for you to ascertain how far you

may have apprehended the fundamental principle on which the Mission, in which
you have been nurtured, was established; and also, whether you have imbibed any

portion of that spirit which will constrain you, in your place and in your measure

to act the same part towardyour own countrymen who are fully within reach, which

has been acted toward you by those who dwell on the other side of the globe.

Tillipally, August 1st, 1843. Your's very truly, D. POOR.
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Dear Star,

I beg to tender my humble tribute of respect and obligation to you for

the honor you did me by inserting the article, intended to correct the irreg

ularities observable in the conduct of Native Catechists and Teachers. At

the same time, permit me to tell plainly my brother correspondents, that

the said article, although it embraced a wider extent than was strictly allowa.

ble, was intended for all—by way of caution to “the few” who are

“the Lord's hidden ones,” and of reproof to the many who have deser

wedly brought this scandal upon themselves. Christians in general, we

know, ought to be like “cities set on hills,” and candles placed upon

candlesticks;” much more, therefore, then, Catechists and those who are

in any way, employed in the teaching of Christ's religion ought to be so.

Unless there be some resemblance of character between Christ and, more

particularly, the teachers of his religion, we can expect to do no good to

the heathen community by whom we are surrounded. The character of

Christ is beautifully portrayed in the following words, by a late Bishop of

London. “He was not only free from every ſailing, but he possessed and

practised every imaginable virtue. Towards his heavenly Father he ex

pressed the most ardent love, the most fervent yet rational devotion, and

displayed, in his whole conduct, the most absolute resignation to his will,

and obedience to his commands. His manners were gentle, mild, condes.

cending and gracious; his heart overflowed with kindness, compassion, and

tenderness to the whole human race. The great employment of his life

was to do good to the bodies and souls of men. In this, all his thoughts

and all his time were constantly and almost incessantly occupied.” Let

the said class of persons, then, think for a moment, whether their conduct is,

after every allowance that is to be made for human fraity, similar, in any

measure, to that of their Lord. Happy are those who can find it approach.

ing to be such! The disciples of Christ should try their best endeavours

to furnish a good and unimpeachable example to the heathens and others

iſ they are in any measure disposed to instruct them in the “truths of the

Gospel,” bearing in mind always, that neither precept nor discipline is

so forcible as personal example. You may have observed, my impartial

Star, from your long continued acquaintance with the circumstances o

our country, that those persons whose conduct my former article reprobat.

ed “are,” to borrow an expression from tue respected and experienced

**u-sºaré's geosgågå a rºup ºf

missionary, Mr. Poor, “narrowly watched” by their heathen neighbours

with the exclusive view of finding fault with them.—Those heathens, nº



ºn 3ºrdºn
169

go ºu ºrganis.-MORNING STAR.

doubt, who have noticed the irregularities condemned in their proceedings,

will attach no weight to their exertions, if there be any, and will pay no

respect either to their persons or to their profession. And besides, when

there are so many deficiencies to be observed among them, as Christian

teachers, they cannot, when they go about to advise people of ºther de

nominations against the evil practices which are common among them, re

turn without hearing remarks similar to, “Physician, healthyself.” and

“thou hypocrite, cast out first the beam that is in thine own eye;

and then shalt thou see clearly to take away the mote that is in

thy brother's eye.” As I was truly grieved, my dear Star, to ob

serve these and the like inordinate practices in the conduct of imany of the

said order of men, and as I know from experience that mnch of the good

to be done to the ignorant people of this country, depends upon their per

sonal condnct as well as exertion, I expostulated with them, through your

columns. It was all from a pure and sincere desire to benefit my ſellow

country men, that I, altho' I incur the displeasure of my friends, attempt

ed to expose these improprieties, in the hope that we shall henceforth

see in their conduct, some conſormity to the rules of the Gospel of our

Lord and Saviour. I might lengthen out these remarks, but I am af- |

raid I have transgressed too much upon your kindness. If you therefore

would permit me I shall embrace another opportunity to address them

through your medium; and then I shall speak of their mutual conduct tow

ards each other, as an order of Christians in general, and as a Christian

brotherhood in particular, Till then, I remain, Dear Star,

Jaffna, 24th July, Your's very truly,
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The art of conquering an enemy by means of an affected friendship.

Continued from page 148.
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Rules for the Conduct of A CHRISTIAN LIFE.

Abridged from “the practice of True Devotion" by Robert Nelson, Esq.

The goodness and perfection of our ordinary actions depend upon two

things; the first is, that in the general we aim at the glory of God, accord

ing to the apostles' rule, that whatsoever we do, we may do all to the

glory of God; the second is, that we do our utmost endeavour to perform

it well, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, for there

is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave whither

thou goest.”

These rules should make us consider the nature of our employments,

whether we can with assurance, and a good conscience, offer them up to

God, and whether we have that regard to the manner of performing them

as that they may be able to bear the test of a future judgment, for when

once we are laid in the grave, no faults are to be rectified; as the tree falls

so it lies: as death receives us, so judgment will find us. Let us therefore

choose such calling as we shall approve of in a dying hour and prosecute

them with such diligence and industry, with such justice and equity, that

they may stand fair in the accounts of eternity. Let us pray and perform

all the offices of devotion with fervour and constancy. Let us converse

with others courteously and charitably, and by our discourse, edify to the

utmost of our capacity. Let the refreshments of life be always attended

with temperance, and our diversious with innocency and moderation; and

let us remember in our vacant minutes to send up devout aspirations toward

our heavenly country; which ought always to be kept in view, since our

safe arrival there is the great concerninent of life.
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Scriptural Proofs of the Doctrines and Duties of Christianity.

God, as a King, Ruler, and Governor.

“Thou art the God of all the kingdoms of the earth.” 2 Kings xix. 15.

“Thine is the power, and the glory, and the kingdom; and thou arter

alted as head above all.” 1. Chron. xxix. 11.

“Art thou not God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms

of the heathen? and in thy hand is there not power and might so that

none is able to withstand thee.” 2. Chron. xx. 6.

“The Lord is King for ever and ever. Ps. x. 16.

“The kingdom is the Lord's, and he is the Governor among the nations.”
Ps, xxii. 28.

“The Lord most high, is a great King over all the earth. –God reign

eth over the heathen; God sitteth on the throne of his holiness.” Ps. Xlvii.

* * * (lxvi. 7.

“He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes behold the nations.” Ps.

º Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.” Ps.
xcv. 5.

“The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom

ruleth over all.” Ps. ciii. 19.

“Thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth.”

Isa. xxxvii. 16.

“The Lord is the true God, he is the living God and an everlasting King:

at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to

abide his indignation.” Jer. x. 10.

“His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from

generation to generation.” Dan, iv. 3.

“He is the living God and steadfast for ever; and his kingdom is that

which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end.”

Dan. vi. 26.

“He is the blessed, and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of

lords,” 1. Tim. vi. 15.
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SUMIMIARY OF NEWS.

JAFFNA.

Supreme Court.—The Criminal Session of the Supreme Court closed

on the 8th inst. On the principal cases the following sentences were pro
nounced.

An old man named Mader Candan, and a woman named Catharine, (a

mid-wife) from the District Court of Tenmiratchy and Patchilapoly, for

poisoning a woman, to produce abortion; and a prisoner from Veddoocardu,

near Jaffna, for the murder of one John Vous, were sentenced to be hung

on Friday the 22d day of September next.

Eight persons at Sangany, for assault, to be imprisoned at hard labour

for a period not exceeding one year.

Two persons from the District Court of Walligamoe, for robbery and as

sault, to be imprisoned at hard labour for a period not exceding three years,

and on their being discharged from the Gaol, to be whipped each by 50 lashes.

COLOMBO.

Robbery—On the 6th ult, the house of the Chilar Modliar, in silver

smith street, was entered in the night and robbed of property to the value

of about £100. There were upwards of a dozen servants sleeping about
the house at the time.

KANDY.

Report of the Plantation Mission, Kandy, from June 1842 to

June 1843.−We have been favored with a copy of this Report and are

happy by a brief abstract, to commend it to the notice of our readers.

The Mission “originated in an anxious concern for the salvation of this

class of our fellow-creatures, (the coolies) excited in the bosom of a benev

olent gentleman, seconded by the laudable anxiety of several proprietors of

estates to have Christian instruction imparted to their degraded and idol

atrous laborers.”

“In the month of May, 1842, the Missionaries (of the Baptist Mission

ary Society) encouraged by assurances of sanction and co-operation from

several proprietors of estates, commenced a series of exploratory visits, to

make known to the coolies their benevolent intentions, and ascertain their

willingness to listen to the preaching of the Gospel. The first estate visit

ed, was at Oodaville, about 5 miles from Kandy, where 150 coolies assem

bled and listened with great attention to the exhortations given.” The pro

prietors of estates who were disposed to favor the object, agreed to allow

their coolies “once a week or fortnight, an hour expressly for the purpose

of receiving Christian instruction, in addition to the hours allowed for food
and rest.”

We should infer, from the foregoing sentence, that no regard was paid to

the sabbath as a day of rest, by the proprietors of estates, and that the

coolies were employed on that day as on other days of the week. We

should be glad to know if such is the fact.

“The following are the names of the estates on which stated services

have been conducted: Oodaville, Alpitty Kanda, Parana Patne, Conda

selle, Talwatta, Galmadua, Haragama, Balliwindle, Doombera, Pallikelle,

Gal Oja, Wattigodde, Hindagalle, Yahalateme and Deegalle. Some of

these estates have been visited once a week, others, from the distance, on

ly once a ſortnight.”

The labors of the Missionaries appear to have been well received by the

coolies and in some instances permanent good has apparently been effected.

—On the estate of Talwatta, the coolies have been induced to abstain from

propitiatory sacrifices which they had been accustomed to offer to their im.

aginary deities. A cooly on the Gal-Oja and Wattigodde estates having

been bitten by a serpent, was carried into Kandy for medical treatment.

When inquiries were made of his wound he replied: “It is of little conse

quence; I have heard of Jesus Christ. He is my Saviour, and I am will.

ing to die that I may go to him.” Some coolies have requested that pass

ages of Scripture should be written on Ola leaves for them, and they have

been observed to take especial care of them. Three coolies on the Gal

madura estate, acknowledged in the presence of their heathen companinos

that for three months, they had abandoned every heathen custom, and had

been practicing daily prayer to the true God through Jesus Christ. It is

estimated that only about 5 in 100 of the coolies can read.

Want of funds and native egents restrain the labors of the Mission to

eighteen estates. The expenses have hitherto been born partly by the

Baptist Missionary Society, London, and partly by subscribers in Ceylon.

The character of the Missionaries who sustain the operations of the Mission

is a sufficient guarantie that the money contributed for so worthy an ob

ject, will be judiciously expended; nevertheless we should have been gra

tified to have seen a notice made, however small the amounts may have

been, of the receipts and expenditures of the Mission.

We would recommend the object to the notice of the Native Evangelical

Society of Jaffna, and shall be happy to receive and forward subscriptions

in aid of the Mission, from the Committe of that Society or from any other

quarter. PATNA.

Heathenism and Christianity in contrast.—Mr. Beddy of Patna, re

lates the following interesting facts, which we commend to the notice of our

readers, as an exemplification of the legitimate ſruits of Hinduism and

Christianity.—About seven years ago, a little native blind girl, was found

almost starved on a heap of bricks near the chapel Her unfeeling father

to save himself the trouble of her support, had left her there to perish. She

was when first ſound, so exhausted and emaciated that she could not speak.

The missionary took her under his care, and after a long time her health

was restored. She listened readily to instruction, committed hymns and

portions of Scripture to memory, and at length became a sincere Christian

and was lately baptised with seven other candidates and received into the

Church.-Thus it is that Christianity is instrumental of saving the bodies

as well as the souls of those whom Hinduism would leave to perish.

MISC ELLANEOUS.

How old is this Toad?—1n May last, as some workmen were break

ing stones in a quarry in Scotland, they found a toad imbedded in the solid

rock. When discovered it was in a torpid state, but after several minutes,

it gave signs of life and hopped about in a lively manner.

Baptism of the Princess- The ceremony of baptising the infant Prin

cess, was performed on the 2d of June at the royal chapel, by the arch

bishop of Canterbury.—The Princess was named

ALIc E MAUD MARY.

Liberality of Megroes in Berbice, one of the West India Islands.-

It appears from the last Annual Report of the London Missionary Society,

that the negro laborers of Berbice contributed during the year 1841, towards

the support of the chapels, Schools, and ministers of the London Mission

ary Societv, no less than $30,797, about £6,416–When will the like

spirit of Christian liberality be seen in the native Churches of India.

Christian Liberality.—A Christian lady, now resident in India, lately

contributed a casket of jewels, the proceeds of which amounted to £663,

to the funds of the London Missionary Society.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
-

Letters are acknowledged from O. M. Wapprajah, Galle; C. Perera,

Negombo, enclosing Receipt for £1 10s.; A “Roman Catholic” Nega.
patam may obtain the “Morning Star” from Rev. P. BAcHELor, Wes.

leyan Missionary, who is one of the Agents of the Star. Sundry commu
nications are received and under consideration.

WHAT Must I do to be savED2—We have on hand three commu

nications, inquiring—what religion is the true religion,-and how a mar

may obtain the salvation of his soul. We shall answer these inquiries in

due time, but we would first call upon any one of our numerous Ro

man Catholic correspondents to inform the readers of the Morning star

What a man must do to be saved? according to the teaching of their

Priests, and sacred books. Let the answer be explicit, brief, and support.

ed by good authority,+that it may be easily understood by all our readers.
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