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ABBOTT'S LESSONS ON MORALS.

(Adapted to Hindu Readers.)

Lesson IV.-FAITHFulness.

Whatever duties we may have to perſorm, either to our

selves or to others, we ought never secretly to neglect or to

slight them, to save ourselves inconvenience or trouble; but

we ought to perform them in a thorough, careful, and per

fect manner. This is faithfulness or fidelity.

The difference between honesty and faithfulness may be il

lustrated thus:-Suppose a boy were to be sent with a smail

basket of fruit, to give to a person who was sick, and who

| lived in another part of the village. Now, if he was an hon.

est boy, he would not take any ofthe fruit himself, but would

carry it safely along without liſting the cover. But suppose

that, when he had gone a little way, he should see some o

ther, boys playing in the field, and should put his basket down

by the side of the road, and stop to play with them, he would

be unfaithful. He would not be performing his duty in a
thorough and careful manner.

| Unfaithfulness is very often joined to dishonesty. If a per

ºn slights or neglects his duty from thoughtlessness or forget

fulness, or want of care, he is merely unfaithful. If he does

it with a secret design to deceive and defrauá, he is unfaith

ful and dishonest too. The workmen, described in the last

lºsson, who attempt to defraud their employers by doing

their work in an imperfect and insufficient manner, are ex:

amples of this. They are unfaithful in their work, and also

dishonest to their employers.

The distinction may be shown, too, in respect to promises;

thus:–If we make any promise, secretly intending, when

we promise, that we will not perform it, or that we will not

Perform it well, we are dishonest. Even if we afterwards do

fulfil the promise perfectly, we are dishonest in making it.

But on the other hand, if we make it in good faith, that is,

honestly interding to keep it, and afterwards, from care.

lessness or design, neglect the fulfillment, then we are un

faithful. Thus there was once a boy who promised his sis

ter that, if she would give him a certain picture-book, he

would make her a boat, to sail on the pond. She understood

intended that she should understand him so.

secretly to make her only a paper boat, which would be good

for nothing; for, as soon as you set it afloat, it begins to

soak up the water, and very soon tips over or sinks He was

dishonest in making his promise. But another boy, who

promised his sister a boat, really intended to make one; but

the time passed away, and he did not do it; other things

interested him; and, though his sister asked him for her

boat a great many times, he never made it. He, now, was

honest in making his promise, but unfaithful in keeping it.

Questions on Lesson IV.

How is the difference between honesty and faithfulness illustrated in
the lesson?

Suppose a person slights or neglects duty from thoughtlessness; is that

* dishonesty or unfaithfulness?

What is said about promises?

Can a person be honest in making a promise, yet unfaithful in keep
ing it?

can he be dishonest in making it, yet faithful in keeping it?

Relate the story of the boy who promised his sister a 'boºt;
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him to mean a wooden boat, with masts and sails; and he i
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On the Christian duty of Brotherly love.

DEAR STAR,

Encouraged by the indulgence shewed me on two former occasions, I take

the liberty to resume my expostulation with the native catechists and teachers,

agreeably to the desire expressed by the concluding words of my last letter. You

will, no doubt, agree with your correspondent that fraternal love is not one of the

natural propensities of the human heart; and that a careful cultivation of it is

highly necessary to adorn and beautify all and even the finest feelings of nature:

The religion of Christ, therefore, has taken every possible measure to recommend

this peculiar virtue as the ground work of all its excellencies. The highest and

most distinguished doctrine, universal love, is founded upon that fraternal relation
in which all men stand to each other—Children of the great father of the universe

are commanded to “love as brethren." Brotherly affection is not only expected

in the professors of this religion, but is an essential part of it. Christians there

fore, should be strongly impressed with this idea, and be fully convinced of its

weight and truth. Being quite aware that this love which is so plainly and forcibly

inculcated in the Gospel of Christ, who, on account of the great love wherewith

he loved this sinful world, offered himself asa sacrifice to reconcileus to God, does

not actuate the conduct of the said class of persons, I shall endeavour to set before

them a remark or two on this important truth, whereby they may be enabled to

examine their own minds, whether they cherish such a sense of love and respect

to others as they have for themselves. “Love,” or to use its more appropriate term

Christian charity, is defined by the Apostle to be, the fulfilling of the law of

God.” What does he mean by the law of God? He means the moral law or the

law of the light of Nature, which is also called the decalogue or the Ten Com

mandments. Let us for a moment consider how the assertion of the Apostle can

be maintained: The whole of the moral law was originally divided into two parts.

The first division containing our duty towards God, and the second our duty to

wards our fellow creatures. And these two divisions were admirably summed up

by our blessed Saviour, in the words “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all

thy heart, &c. and thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself;” thereby intimating

that the whole code of the moral law can briefly be observed in the exercise of one

single duty—Christian charity. On this authority, therefore, the Apostle concludes

that the exercise of love or Christian charity, (i.e.) love such as Christianity re

quires us to practice both towards God and men, includes the observance of the

whole of the moral law without the least detraction from it. Can we say that this

virtue is in any measure practised by the Christians of this country in general,

and by the catechists and teachers who are immediately employed in the teach

ing of it, in particular? Are they in any way like unto their Master to devote them.

selves entirely to the good of men? If not, since it is impossible, (allowance

being made for human weakness) are they like the apostles, the first propagators

of this religion of love? If that too be difficult, do they in any degree endeavour to

imitate the primitive Fathers and Christians? What a vast difference is observed

among them and the present race of Christians? The reader of ecclesiastical

history will find that their lives were a continued chain of love both to God and to

their fellow creatures. They lived to the end of their lives in perfect harmony,

concord, and brotherly affection. When a brother was taken in a fault, they

were not so censorious as we are, to censure him uncharitably and to expose hill,

to the view of the whole world; but they, in obedience to the divine injunctions of

our Lord, reproved him in love, and restored him to the favour of God and faith

in the Lord Jesus Christ, in Christian kindness.” Here we see the Father smi

ling with full face on the professors of true religion: here the Son rejoiceth to see

his followers actuated by such a constraining love of him and is ready to present

the fruits of so amazing a love communicated to them fully by his spirit, to the

father in a golden censor as a well pleasing sacrifice and to intercede for them."

Blessed gift, why art thou not manifested in us? What occupies thy place in us?

Christian love is counteracted by infernal envy. We see the apostles and primi

tive Christians were more concerned in the welfare of others than in their own.

The contrary spirit is displayed by Christians of every denomination in this age

The present, inclusively of the catechists and teachers are more inclined to bite,

devour, and destroy each other, than to help and raise up each other. They are

more ready (the hidden ones of the Lord will excuse me the freedom) to frame

scandalous informations against their brethren than to repel such when directed

by others against them; they are more inclined to blame each other to their supe- .

riors, and to deprive each, (to use a Tamil expression) of “the bread of each 9

ther's mouth,” than to defend each other, and to minister unto the wants of each

other. Their monthly meetings, and their prayer meetings are regular scenes of

satirical expressions cutting words and G5.55 tº Lo rather than any thing of a

religious nature. Instead of unity, peace, and concord as the children of one
father, they live in discord and hatred. May these hellish qualities be removed

from every professor of Christ's holy religion, and its place be supplied by the

heavenly, holy, and constraining love of Christ. Let every Christian, and espe:

cially that class of persons who afforded occasion to these lines, consider that

Christianity is peculiarly a religion of love. Holy love is its heart and soul, Love

was its origin in the breast of the Eternal; love directed its progress, when the Son

of God assumed our nature to atone for sin; love governs its sincere votaries

the constraing love of Christ—and love will swell the triumphal songs of heaven.

Cherish this god-like disposition; this is that which brings to perfection every

other Christian virtue, and where there is not this “excellent gift" there cannot

be any other good quality. I shall, therefore, if the Star would permit me, extract

a few passsages from the pious and learned Mr. Pike, to show in what ways we

are to manifest the fruits of this heavenly disposition. This can be done both to
those who are travelling with us to heaven, and wherever practicable to those who
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are not so, in several ways; viz. By rejoicing with them in their comforts, by sym

pathising with them in their sorrows, and according to our utmost ability, reliev

ing them in their afflictions. In pursuing such labours ºf love, the Christian's

time and strength are to be employed to administer to the comfort of others, as

well as to his own. The apostle Paul said “so labouring ye ought to support the
weak and to remember the words of the Lord how he said it is more blessed to

give than to receive.” So far should the Christian be from heaping up superflui

ties for self-gratification that he is to deny himself for the sake ofF. the

benefit of others. Christian love to brethren in the Lord is to be shown by bear

ing with their weakness, by subduing a selfish spirit, and seeking their welfare,

instead of being as multitudes of professors are, only intent upon their own advan

tage; the real Christian is to cherish an interest in the welfare of all his fellow pil

grims. Christian love is to be manifested by visiting the sick and afflicted. The

same spirit is to be displayed by forbearing whatever might injure a weaker Chris

tian's soul even though the thing itself should be harmless. Christian love is to

be shewn by attending to those little offices of kindness, which may promote

the comfort of others. Christian love is to be displayed by honoring and es

teeming others above ourselves Christian love is to be manifested by treating

poorer brethren with as much kind attention as the rich. Christian love is to

be shewn when discords arise, by attending to the direction which the Lord Je

sus has given for their removal; for the promotion and restoration of harmony

and peace, there is not a more important rule than this in the Bible. Were it

regarded, probably the fire of strife would be speedily extinguished in ninety-nine

cases of dissention out of every hundred. The prosperity of churches, the honor of

religion, the peace of individuals, and the comfort of families, would all be advanc

ed. Christian love is to be displayed by not rashly believing unfavourable reports

against brethren and sisters in the Lord,and by forgiving those who may have com
mitted faults or even been the authors of ...i injuries. Christian love is to

be displayed by hating tale-bearing and by endeavours to promote harmony

and peace. Christian love is to be shewn by a watchful concern to give our

brethren no cause of offence, and if we have dealt unkindly to any by speedily

seeking reconciliation. Christian love is to be displayed by warning brethren

of sin, by friendly reproof, and by earnest endeavours to promote the spiritual

welfare of our brethren in the Lord. Finally, Christian love is to be manifested

by avoiding divisions and cherishing unity of spirit and affection. Now let all
who are connected with the flock of Christ examine their hearts whether their

conduct is such as this duty requires. I would call the attention of Catechists

and Teachers more particularly to the preceding extracts unless the shep

herd be on the right road the sheep cannot be. Bearing this always in mind,

I hope, the native Catechists and Teachers will for the future, endeavour to reg

ulate their own proceedings by the rules of the Gospel, to furnish a good and

unimpeachable example to their neighbours and to be earnest in the right dis

i. of their duty, considering that the whole duty of man is to “fear God and

keep his commandments.” “For God shall bring every work into judgment with

every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil.”

I remain, Dear Star,

Yours very truly,Jaffna,23d Aug. 1483.

A NATIve PR or Estant.
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The following questions are sent for insertion in the Star.

In how many different ways can any fourteen letters of the twenty-six
in the English Alphabet be named? W.

What is the rarest commodity in the world? PA1s.
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CHRISTIAN.—£ffan);5untiáðth.

Rules for the CoNduct of A CHRistiAN LIFE.

Abridged from “the practice of True Devotion" by Robert Nelson, Esq.

Some reflections upon the Christian Virtues in general.

Secondly, consider their dependance upon one another. All Christian

virtues have so great a connexion one with another, that it is impossible to

be master of one in perfection, without possessing at the same time several

others.

Thirdly, consider those methods which are properest for attaining any

virtue, so that you may not be at a loss in employing your endeavours to

the best purpose, and succeeding in your attempt.

Do nothing that is contrary to the virtue you propose to attain.—This is

the first step that must be made to root out the vice that is contrary to it.

For example, if you propose any progress in humility, never entertain your

self with vain thoughts, never speak in your own praise and commendation,

never contemn or despise any body, &c. This must be your rule in res

pect of other virtues, carefully to avoid such acts as are contrary to the said

virtues.

Practise the acts of that virtue you intend to acquire.—This step is so

necessary, that without it all the others will signify nothing. It is by

writing, that one learns to write; it is by painting and drawing that we

learn to draw and paint; and it is by practising virtue that one learns it and

grows perfect in it. Ask a virtue of God never so long, reflect upon it

never so seriously, read all the books that treat of it, and hear the most

excellent preachers that recommend it, set the best examples of it before

your eyes, and make the firmest resolutions to attain it, yet if you really

never practise it, or exercise yourself in it, you shall never be master of

it. Set therefore immediately about this method, for it is in humbling

yourself, that you become humble. It is in making of frequent acts of the

love of God, that you become enamored with him; it is by patient suffering

without repining, that you may learn patience; and it is by denying your

self, that you become mortified to the things of the world. And let meno

tify you of one thing, that the longer you defer to practise any virtue, the

more difficulty and pain you will find whenever you set about it, when as

on the contrary, the sooner and the oftener you exercise yourself in it,

you will, by experience, find it more easy and delightful.
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Scriptural Proofs of the Doctrines and Duties ofChristianity.

Persons to whom salvation is promised.

God shall save the humble person. Job xxii, 29.

God saveth the upright in heart. Ps. vii. 10.—Prov, xxviii. 18.

Thou savest them which put their trust in thee. Ps. xvii. 7.

The Lord saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. Ps. xxxiv. 18.
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tion of God. Psalm 1. 23.

His salvation is nigh them that fear him. Ps. lxxxv. 9.

He will beautify the meek with salvation. Ps. cxlix. 4.

Wait on the Lord, and he shall save thee. Prov. xx. 22.

O Jerusalem, wash thine heartfrom wickedness, that thou mayest be

saved. Jer. iv. 14.

He that believeth and is baptised, shall be saved. Mark zvi. 16.

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved. Acts xvi. 31.
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SUMIMIARY OF NEWS.

COLOMBO.

Legislative Council.—We give a continued abstract of the proceedings

of the Legislative Council, abridged as before from the Colombo Qbserver.

Thursday August 31st.—The Queen's Advocate presented the Ordi

nances that had passed a first reading and been referred to a Sub-committee

for amendment. The second reading of these Ordinances was objected to

on the ground that it had not been expected by the members, and they

were not prepared to discuss them. On the first reading of the “Supply Or

dinances” the Colonial Secretary stated that the Revenue of the first seven

months of this year was in excess of the expenditures for the same period

£19,953; whereas in the same period in 1842, there was a deficiency of

$4,994.--The estimate of Revenue for 1843 is £347,570; that ſor 1844

is £362,565. The expenditures for roads and public works have been

raised proportionably. £21,000 had been assigned for the Civil Engineers

Department, and £20,000 to the road Department.

Friday 8th Sept.—The Ordinance for establishing an efficient Police

| was reported on, and referred to its 3d reading on the 12th September.

Mr. Armitage presented a petition from the Society of the “Friends in

Ceylon” against the Police Ordinance, which after some remarks, from Mr.

Gibson, Mr. Anstruther, and the Governor, on the impropriety of con

º the time of the Legislature in hearing numerous petitions, was pass

ed by.

Å. “Ordinance to supply a sum of money for the erection of the suspen

sion bridge over the Talata oya river, on the lower road from Kandy to

Badulla and to erect a toll thereon,” was read the first and second time,

and the Council adjourned to the next Tuesday.

The Ordinance “to provide for the recovery of pecuniary fines, penal

ties, and forfeitures awarded after criminal convictions and for contempts,”

was read a first time, and its second reading fixed for the 12th September.

The Ordinance “for determining the qualifications and enforcing the atten

dance of persons liable to serve as jurors and assessors,” was read a first

time, and its second reading fixed for the 12th Sept. On introducing this

Ordinance, the Queen's Advocate observed, “Gentlemen who are aware of

the working of the jury system here must be aware how lamentably its ef

ficiency is frequently impaired by the counter working of the system of caste.

It is certainly much to be deplored in many points of view that such distine

tions should exist; and as regards their evil influence in trials before the
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Supreme Court, it is a matter of notoriety that the selection of the jury in

many cases, determines the verdict, and that the trial is merely so much

waste time. At the same time tha feeling of caste is so thoroughly inter

woven with the habits and institutions of the natives of this colony, that it

would be impolitic in the extreme, and would be counteracting rather than

promoting the object which we have in view, were we to offer any such

violent shock to that feeling as to insist upon persons of different castes sit

ting in the same juries.—The Ordinance accordingly attempts to secure the

impartiality of juries, at the same time that it offers violence to no preju

dice. It provides that persons of different castes shall not be compelled to

serve in the same juries, while it also provides that neither complainant nor

prisoner shall be able to rely with too great certainty on the services of

a partial jury, by enabling the Council for either side to move that the jury

shall be selected from a different caste from that of either prisoner or com

plainant, or of persons of British origin.”

Tuesday 12th Sept.—Petitions were presented by Mr. Dias and the

Queen's Advocate against the “Jury Ordinance” from influential natives

of the Wellale caste.

The motion that they be read having been made and seconded, the

Colonial Secretary observed, “that he thought it very right and proper

that they should be heard, and he for one should be very glad if they could

adduce any facts that could lessen the extreme absurdity of what the Peti

tioners had advanced. It would hardly be supposed that after being sub

jected to European rulers for some hundred years that the natives had been

benefitted so little by civilization as still to cling to the absurd and bigotted

system of caste, and as in the present instance desire to divide and sub-divide

caste to the utmost extremity. He had no doubt that many persons who

did not care to say so openly, would agree with him when he said that there

never was a people more unfitted for trial by jury than were the natives of

Ceylon: they wished to be tried by their own castes, by their own friends

and relations, and would reduce trial by jury to a quibble by jury.”

It was decided that the Petitioners should be heard by Council on the 20th

Sept. but was subsequently deferred to the 23d.

The “Ordinance for the recovery ofsmall debts and for contempts” was

read a second time, a few amendments adopted and then passed.

The “Supply Ordinance” was brought to a second reading. A petition

was presented by Mr. Armitage, from a toll renter, praying for relief, and

one from the Government Clerks, by Mr. Darley. The matter of the for

mer was considered not to come within the scope of the Legislative Coun

cil.—On the motion that the latter be read, some conversation ensued, and

it was subsequently dropped.—The Colonial Secretary read a Return of the

Receipts and Expendilure for freight and passage of the steamer Seaforth.

Receipts £2,237; Expenditures £2,506 leaving £269 as the sole cost of

carrying the mails for seven months.-The reading of the different items of

expenditure was proceeded with.

£3,914 for the Colonial Medical Department, including a sum of £400

for the Leper hospital.-4: 1,500 to provide for a Lunatic Asylum.-4:3,000

to open the canal between Caſtura and Putlam.–323,000 for a road from

Kornegalle to Kandy.—£1,500 for a road from Colombo to Hanguelle —

£500 for donations in aid of works to be undertaken by the inhabitants.

On the third clause of £8,709 for the Revenue contingent service Mr.

Armitage, according to previous notice, proposed to apply a sum of £500

for the improvement of the salt pans at Jaffna. On this motion Mr. Dyke

remarked: I do not know whether Hon. Gentleinen are acquainted with the

difference in the natural formations of salt in the Northern and Southern Pro- |

vinces. I speak of the natural formations in contradistinction to the artificial

formations in pans. In the Southern Province, the leeways, where salt forms

naturally, are separated from the sea by a sand bank which cuts off all visible

communication between the sea and the water in the leeway; the sea-water

being supposed to percolate through the sand. In the Northern Province, salt

is formed naturally in extensive flats, the communication between which

and the sea is always open. The salt is formed in hollows in these flats,

in which water is left after it has been dried up in the shallow parts by the

evaporation arising from the heat and strong winds. It sometimes, howev.

er, happens, from the water left in these hollows being more than usually

mixed up with rain water, that it dries up without leaving any deposit of

salt. At other times just as the salt is being formed or has formed, a rise

of tide occurs at the change of the moon or from a shift of wind and the

salt is melted away. The works which it is proposed to execute are em.

bankments with some kind of sluice gates to admit of the water being kept

out or kept in as may be wished; and also small cuts or channels to let the

water in, when it has dried up in the manner I have stated. These banks

may be very small, and if the experiment should prove even moderately

successful the whole expense might be saved the first year; for a very

large item in the expense of collecting salt is for establishment, which must

be kept up very nearly in the same strength, whether the quantity collect.

ed be great or small. As the quantity collected is increased, so therefore

is the rate of cost per bushel decreased. The object is to increase the

quantity of salt for exportation. In 1834 and 1835 the whole quantity

thus exported was 709,000 parrahs and the revenue received on account

of it was £9,864. I think therefore the sum of £500 for such a purpose

is very trifling. £500 is equal to 4 d. per bushel on a quantity of 489,000

bushels, which the collections of one year might amount to.

The motion was unanimously agreed to.

On the item of £920 for general service, including small repairs to bar

racks, the Colonial Secretary offered an amendment of an addition of £400

for the Sepoy Lines at Jaffna, which was unanimously agreed to.

Sixth clause £28,689 for the Commissariat Department.

Seventh clause £4,000 for the miscellaneous contingent service of the

Treasurer's Department.

DINDIGAL.

The Honorable Lord Clifford, European Roman Catholic Missionary

of Trichinopoly, arrived at Dindigal on the evening of the 16th inst, and

performed the usual mass on Sunday morning at half past six o'clock.

CALCUT.T.A.

Baptism of a Kulin Brahmin.—On Wednesday Sept. 16, the ordinance

of Christian baptism was administered at the London mission Chape;

Durrumtallah, by the Rev. J. Campbell, London missionary, to a young

Kulin Brahmin, named Ralcharan Baneyea, late a pupil in the London So.

ciety's institution at Bhowanipur. He is a member of one of the most res

pectable families in Bhowanipur. This is the third baptism from the pu

pils of that institution within the last fortnight.

DELHI.

Robbery.—An extensive robbery involving a loss of 18,000 Rupees,

was committed near Biana, a few weeks ago, by a gang of dacoits who

had disguised themselves as attendants on a marriage procession.

BOMBAY.

Prize Essays.—The Government of Bombay have offered two Prizes

for Essays against the practice of female infanticide—600 Rupees for

the best and 400 Rupees for the second best,--to be composed in the Eng

lish language and accompanied with a Guzerathee translation—open to

competition among the native students in any of the educational establish

ments of the presidency.

Baptism of a Brahmin—On Wednesday Evening the 13th ultimo the

Ordinance of Christian Baptism was administered to Narrazen Shashadre

a young Hindu Brahmin, a pupil in the general Assembly's School, by the

Rev. Robert Nesbit, missionary of the Scotch Free Presbyterian Church.

This young man has been five years a Pupil of the School. Two years a

go, when two Parsee converts were baptised in the same place, he was

present and among the strongest opposers, being firmly persuaded that he

at least would never be caught; now he, and also a younger brother have

broken away from their family ties, and against the dislike and opposition

of their relatives have taken refuge with the missionary; and Narrager has

made an open profession of his faith in Christ.

UNITED STATES.

Mr. Legare, the Attorney General of the United States, who had ac.

companied the President on his tour through the northern states, died at

Boston on the 20th June, after an illness of three days. The President,

owing to indisposition, and the sudden death of Mr. Legare, had stopped

in the course of his tour and returned to Washington. The chief por

ton of Fall river, a nanufacturing town in Rhode island, was burned on

the 1st of July. The loss of property is estimated at $250,000.-The

Hibernia steamer made a late passage from the United States to Liverpool

in the incredibly short space of nine days.-Washington Irving, the dis

tinguished literary character, has succeeded to a large tortune, bequeathed

to him by a Quaker gentleman to whom he was personally unknown.

Canal across the isthmus of Panama–ft is said the excavation of

this Canal is to be inmediately commenced by Messrs Baring and Co. of

London, who have received from the Government of New Granada the ces

sion of the land required for the line.

To Correspondents.-Mr. Poor's letter, No. 11, to his late pupils, is in

type; this, with other Communications is necessarily deferred.
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