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Seated - Left to right:

Mrs Jeyaluxmy Chandrasegaram(VicePatron) . Mrs: LeelaSandirasegavani( Vice Datron) .
Mrs. Mathura Pathmanathan (Viee Patron), Miss Thanga Sinnathamby, Mrs. Kamsana
Mathiyaparanam. Mrs. Selvadevi Devadas, Mrs. Sivaneswary Navaneethasingam

{Treasurer).

Standing - Leflt to right:

Mrs. Ratnamany Balendra (Conyener). Mrs. Bavani Guaabalachandran, Mrs. Rathika
Niroopan. Mrs. Nalini Baheerathan (President), Mrs. Kousalya Sritharan (Seeretury),
Mr. Surendranathan  Sivarajah. Mrs. Pathmini  Kokulapalan (Viee President),
Mrs. Vathsala Pathmanathan.

Absentees:

Mrs. Kamala Chandran (Co-ordinator), Mrs. Yaso Sandirasegaram, Mrs. Sumathy
Ramachandran (Asst. Treasurer), Mrs. K. Thamby (Co-ordinator). Mrs. Leela
Somasunderampillai (Fditor).
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The Pioneer of VHGC PPA - Canada
Mrs. Kamala Thamby

Mrs. Kamala Thamby is the pioneer who started the Canada Branch
of VHGC PPA around the year 1992. It was due to her untiring
efforts, coupled with the request of the Colombo Branch, she took
the initiative and challenge in forming the Canada branch with few !
available members.

Today we thank her with gratitude for this commendable work that
has contributed to the development of the association. :

Mrs. Kamala Thamby is a senior retired teacher who dedicated
23 years to serve Vada Hindu Girls College before proceeding to i
take up appointment in Nigeria. She was a teacher adored by her
students and served the school to the best of her ability. Her relentless
efforts to help the student population at VHGC bears testimony to
her dedication to the school. If not for her foresight VHGC PPA of i
Canada would not have reached its peak today. :

Our thanks to her for her great contribution and we wish that she will
continue to assist the association to widen the activities in the years
to come.

Mrs. R. Balendra
Convener (VHGC PPA - Canada)



Dr. A. Somasuntharampillai
(BA Charted Accountant)

Sivan Arangu, an open air stage was donated by late Dr.
: Somasuntharampillai to Vada Hindu Girls College. This is one of the
i many contributions he made to the school in Point Pedro. He lived
and served his community till his death. May his soul rest in eternal
i bliss.

Mrs. R. Balendra
Convener (VHGC PPA - Canada)
Retired Teacher, VHGC




The President’s Message

We started the year 2009 with a sad note due to the war that took a heavy
toll on our people back home. In solidarity with their cause, we cancelled
all our activities but concentrated on praying for settlement and permanent
peace to our people. :

Yet at the end of the year with the turn of events for the better we started
our activities with the Navarathiri celebrations. We had the celebration
jointly with the M.G.H.S. PPA and it was a grand success.

We also started our own website mainly on the initiative taken by our
secretary Kousalya Sritharan. The initial technical and financial assistance !
was given by her brother Mr. Devadas Gobiratnam. We thank him for his
help. i

On the other hand we are deeply saddened by the passing away of three !
teachers who served the school at different times. We offer our heartfelt
condolences to the members of their families. They are Mrs. T. Selvarajah, :
Mrs. V. Vamadeva and Mrs. S. Kandiah. :

The new committee for 2010 was elected on November 21st, 2009 and I
wish them all success. I hope we could increase our membership this year i
because there are still many of our old girls out there. Please join hands i
with us so that we could serve those students learning under difficult
conditions. If we come together, we could make their life better with our i
joint efforts. :

Nalini Baheetharan
The President :
VHGC PPA, Canada



Message from Secretary
VHGC PPA, Canada

_ The year 2009 was very uneventful due to the state of
. unrest that prevailed in our country. However we were able to
i have Navarathiri celebration towards the end of the year. We also
. hosted a Dinner for our members and their families in November
¢ for which Mrs. Rupa Sivagurunathan an old girl and President
© of Vada Hindu Girls College Past Pupil Association Colombo
| branch was the chief guest. :

_ We would welcome the active participation of all
. members. ‘
: Kousalya Sritharan

Secretary
VHGC PPA Canada :

QUOTABLE QUOTES

“You have to sow love and grow love and destroy the weeds of
: fear and hatred that have spread over the world. Make the world
i a happy home of love.” ’

“Service and love are like two wings of a bird, with which man
: could reach speedily his divine destination.”

-

“Work is worship. Duty is Devotion.”

“Tell me Vyour companion, and I shall tell who you are.”



Message from Melbourne Branch of the OGA

We have been asked by our counter part in Toronto, Canada to forward message
for their “Newsletter”. I don’t know how to call it, whether it is irony of the times
or the wonder of the “sans frontiers” of the present times. A school sprouted at
Point Pedro, a remote village in the northern tip of Jaffna peninsula, is having i
Old Girls’ Associations at southernmost tip of Australia and in the northern post
of North America. Both, thousands of kilometers away from the origin. ;

Last week, my brother in the country of our birth told me that our head teacher
Mrs. Murugesampillai’s daughter paid a visit to him and spoke about our §
school and its old girls - some are members at the Melbourne Association and
some in the Canadian Association. This brought to the mind the pleasant and i
carefree days we had at our college and the care and dedication of our teachers
of our college. [ am sure that you too will be snuggled by the pleasant memories
of our days at Vada Hindu, should I say the full name of the college, well,
“Vada Hindu Girls’ College”. We now miss all that. The best friendly bond and
affection we had amongst us in our college and which we have towards our
college had joined us as “Old Girls” of our alima mater, to help and nurture our
alma mater. :

We, at Melbourne under the presidency of our past President Mrs. Daya |
Vijayakulendran and of the present President Mrs. Nages Jeyarajah have been |
endeavouring to help our college and our association has been growing with i
enthusiasm. :

Like our elder sister in the family, the Canadian Association has been in i
the forefront to help and nurture our college and of course very active in its i
activities. Most of their members endeavour and extend their total cooperation
to the well being and growth of the Old Girls’ Association. We are glad and !
congratulate you, the members of the Canadian OGA for the success of the i
association. i

We earnestly pray to Lord Shiva that your association will grow more |
energetically and with all enthusiasm and thus benefit our alma mater. i

You may all recollect the statue of Lord Shiva in the main hall of our alma

i mater. The motto is “avan arul ale avan thaal vanagki...” (praying to His lotus i
i feet by the grace of Him). We hope and pray that the Lord will guide all of us. :

Old Girl Association of the Vada Hindu Girls’ College,
Melbourne Branch.
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Komathy Kokulan (New Zealand) visited Canada and met
a few of our members.



VHGC PPA, Annual General Meeting 2009
Our Chief Guest Mrs. Rupa Sivagurunathan
seen here delivering her message to the members.

i o .
Cross Section of the VHGC PPA, Canada-USA
Annaul General Meeting, 2009




VHGC PPA, Canada-USA
Annaul General Meeting, 2009
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VHGC PPA, Canada-USA
Annaul General Meeting, 2009
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It was an enjoyable evening with Raji Srikanthan, Secretary
Melbourne Branch during her visit to Canada

o sl e ey
Some of our members with Kanchana Krishnathasan, Former
President, Sydney Branch when she visited Canada




i Tam privileged to write a few words in reminiscence of Mrs. Theivanaipillai }
i Selvarajah, affectionately called “Kandapillai Teacher” by her students. She !
i had been one of those who were instrumental to the growth and success of Vada
i hindu Girls College. ’

i Though born and bred in Mavidda puram, Tellipallai she became one among :
i us ever since she joined the teaching staff of Vada Hindu Girls’ College in
{ 1953. She was introduced to Vadamaradchy by the late principal Miss. K. !
i Charavanamuthu who recruited very good teachers to work with her towards |
! the uplift of the college. 5

i Owing to pressing family responsibilities she decided to abandon her studies |
! after passing her Senior School Certificate Examination and join the Government
! Teachers’Training College at Kopay. Her excellent work was greatly appreciated
i by the Principal of the Training College who strongly recommended her to |
i Miss. Charavanamuthu. She became a member of the staff of Vada Hindu Girls”
{ College on completion of her training in 1953 and continued to serve there till :
i her retirement in 1992. 5

i She never relinquished her desire for learning even after she started teaching. i
: Devoting her leisure hours to studies she was able to gain admission to the }
! Peradeniya Campus to follow a Diploma Course in Tamil conducted by the i
{ University of Peradeniya. There she learnt Pali and Sanskrit besides Tamil }
{ which subsequently qualified her to sit for the London degree. 5

i After resuming her teaching at the end of her study leave, she concentrated on
{ preparing for the London examination as advised by her lecturers at Peradeniya
{ who were highly impressed by her excellence. She came off with flying colours |
! obtaining a first class at the B.A. (London) Examination and was recognized as
£ an honours graduate. :

Eventually she was made the head of the College Tamil Society. She laughtg



Tamil and Hindu Civilization two of the arts subjects for the GCE (A/L)
i Examination. Most of her students did extremely well at the University entrance :
{ examination, and successfully graduated at the University. :

She was one of the teachers who resided in the College hostel during Miss. i
i Charavanamuttu’s period and there after. She was made the hostel warden to be |
i in charge of the general welfare, discipline and studies of the hostel students.
i She carried out extra duties so well that she earned the respect of the hostel
i students, their parents and the hostel employees. She had to leave the hostel and
i live in a house at Puloly after her marriage in 1967. :

Her husband, Mr. Selvarajah an English teacher was a very amiable and peace |
i loving man. He had been a loving husband and a devoted father. Unfortunately
i he did not live long. It was very painful to receive the shocking news of his i
i untimely death in 1983. He suffered a heart attack while he was at school in !
i Kurunegalle. i

Mrs. Selvarajah was very much devastated by the loss. It took her months to
i get over the overwhelming grief. However, time had healed her misery. Her !
i strength of character and her natural affinity to service had helped her to
i overcome her sorrow and devote her time fully on her adorable children and |
¢ her faithful students. :

i Mrs. Selvarajah had been a role model to the teachers. Most fittingly she
was presented the ‘Best Teacher’ award for the Vadamaradchy Circuit by
i the Department of Education in 1991. As a teacher, she maintained a very !
i good rapport with her students. She never hesitated to help her students and |
colleagues. Her selfless nature enabled her to place other people’s problems i
i ahead of her own and make sacrifices of her own pleasures for the sake of
i others. She had helped her younger sisters to pursue their higher studies and i
i secure successful careers for themselves. :

i It could be said that she had fulfilled her Life’s mission when she passed away
i in 2006. Every one that knew her loved her very dearly. But God loved her ;
i much more and asked her to return, saying she had achieved far and beyond
i what was expected and that she had done enough for the world. :

i We extend our deepest sympathies to her dear children Nimalan and Ramani
i who were very fortunate to have such a noble woman as their mother. .

-

May She Rest in Peace.

Mrs. Selvadevi Devadas
Past Pupil and Retired Teacher, VHGC
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Mrs. Sivakolunthu Kandiah was one of those who taught during the early days
i following the registration of Vadamaradchy Hindu Girls” College in October i
i 1946. :

I had been her student in 1947 when I was in JSC class. My classmates and |
i appreciated her efficiency in teaching Elementary Mathematics (Special). She i
i used to reward us with books for our good performances. In the later years
i she was in charge of the College Home Science section after she graduated in i
i Home Science. :

She had been very helpful to the then Principal Miss. Y. Kanagasabai who was
i new to Vadamaradchy particularly in organizing grand functions like the Prize i
i Giving and the Founder’s Day celebration with the experience she got in Jaffna !
i where she was teaching prior to her appointment to our school. i

She was not only an able teacher but a good social worker She had a vision for
i our community. She once unsuccessfully contested the Point Pedro electorate
i in the general election under the leadership of late C. Sundaralingam, M.P. She !
was acclaimed as the Iron Women of the Tamils by him. :

Despite her advanced age she seemed very lively when she attended two of
i our Past Pupil’s meetings in Canada. It was a shock to all of us when we were :
i informed of her demise in India on the 26th October. May her soul rest in :
i peace. :

Our condolences to-her loving daughter and family.”

Mrs. Selvadevi Devadas
(Past pupil / Retired teacher VHGC) '




Mrs. Sivaccolunthu Kandiah
A rolling stone

A rolling stone gathers no moss!
Mrs. Kandiah born in Point Pedro,
In a very illustrious family,

Had her education in Jaffna,

New Delhi and Colombo!

When Vada Hindu was inaugurated,

She joined our school, an assistant teacher,

I was her student - she was President

And I the, secretary of the English Literary Association.

Mr. Kandasamy, the Principal, Palaly Training College,
Was invited to address the association,

He paid a glowing tribute

To the President, the Secretary and the Institution.

I met Mrs. Kandiah, after many years in Canada,
Bereft of her long plait, which was her treasure!
But she looked quite prim and proper!

We greeted each other with a warm hug!

I was informed of her passing away,

By our super efficient Secretary!

And a request from our ever prompt co-ordinator

To write this appreciation on our Beloved Mrs. Kandiah!

May Her Soul Rest in Peace.

Mrs. Jeyalashmy Chandraseharan
(Past pupil / Retired teacher VHGC) ;
(Vice Patron, VHGC PPA, Canada)



A Tribute to Mrs. Vimala Vamadeva

I am very grateful to you for this opportunity to pay a tribute to Mrs. Vimala
;Vamadeva who had been a member of our staff from 1953 till the end of 1960.
{We were informed of her death sometime in February this year.

Mrs. Vamadeva belonged to a distinguished family in Jaffna. Her grand uncle :
ithe late Sir W. W. Duraichamy was the speaker of the State Council and her !
{father late Mr. Rasiah was a prominent lawyer in Jaffna. '

She was an old girl of Vembadi Girls’ College and an honours graduate from the
University of Peradeniya. It was a time when Ceylon graduates were very rare.
She and some of her friends were brought to our school by the late principal
{Miss. Charavanamuttu whose mission was to get our school upgraded.

The new recruits were young and energetic, fresh from the university and were
iprepared to work hard. They created a very lively and homely atmosphere in
ithe college hostel where they stayed till the end of 1960.

“With their help Miss. Charavanamuttu was able to form the H.S.C. Arts class,
{Mrs. Vamadeva was in charge of Government now called Political Science
fwhile the others taTight History, Economics and Tamil. With their hard work
§they were able to send their students to the University of Peradeniya to follow .
degree courses in Arts. Besides Government, Mrs. Vamadeva taught Geography
%and Civics in the Post Primary Classes.



i With her gentle nature and sterling qualities she outshone all her friends. She
i never hesitated to shoulder responsibilities and was involved in most of the extra
i curricular activities of the school. She was in charge of the school Elocution |
i and Music Contests conducted by the Vadamaradchy Teachers Association
i and the Northern Province Teachers’ Association. It involved selection and :
i coaching of participants and escorting them to the venues. i

i She was a treasurer of the College Co-operative and Thrift Society, a registered
i society the account’s of which were audited periodically by the Co-operative
i inspectors and the proceeds of which were used to finance new buildings for |
! the school. :

She played an important part in organizing college functions like the Founders
i Day celebration, the Prize Giving, the Inter-House Sports Meet on a grand
i scale which involved inviting dignitaries to be patrons of the functions. :

{ In short, she had been a great asset to our school.

{ Her marriage to Mr. N. Vamadeva took place in 1959. Theirs was a love !
i marriage. They had known each other at the University but waited to get i
{ married till Mr. Vamadeva established himself in his carrier. He was the !
i Divisional Road Transport Officer at first but later became the Commissioner :
i of Marketing, They had a happy marriage and were blessed with three sons !
i and one daughter. : 5

i Mrs. Vamadeva and her friends were transferred to schools near their homes
i following the takeover of the assisted school by the Government at the end of
{ 1960. Our school had a set back as the committee of Management decided to :
! run ours as a private school. All the teachers were displaced and most of the i
! students left to join other schools. However, our school was handed over to the
i government in May 1962. :

¢ Mrs. Vamadeva will be remembered for her valuable services to our school, i
i and those of us who had the privilege to work with her, share her friendship, !
: and goodwill were very much grieved to receive the sad news of her demise.
! We extend our heartfelt sympathies to her family. :

However, we have to console ourselves that Mrs. Vamadeva has had a full
i life. :

May her soul rest in peace. H
Mrs. Selvadevi Devadas |
Retired Teacher, VHGC



ACCOUNTS - 2009

We did not have any major fund raising events for this year due to the situation
in our homeland.

However we started the year with the religious function - The Navarathiri
Celebrations jointly with the MGHS PPA on October 13th. We mainly depended
on the sponsors to whom we are thankful. 5

The accounts for this as follows:

Sponsors were:  Mr. V. Sundaramoorthy $250.00
Mrs. Judy Gnanendran $200.00
Mrs. Leela Sandirasekaram ~ $ 100.00
Dr. Dharshini Umapathy $ 100.00

Total  $650.00

Total Expenditure for Both  $ 961.00
Expenditure for Us $ 480.00
Balance $170.00

We also had the AGM Dinner for which contributions accepted from members.

The account is as follows:

Collections $ 560.00
Expenses  Meals $325.00
Coffee $ 39.00

Water, Juice, Plates, etc. $ 30.15
Prizes & Awards $ 60.00

Total $444.15
Balance $115.85

Total cash realized as profits § 285.85. This balance was deposited as $300.00 in
our bank chequing account. H

As of 2009 December our financial position was as follows:-

Fixed Deposit $ 7,000.00 at the interest rate of 1.75%
Cash in Chequih&Account $2,144.00
Cash in hand “ $ 200.00

Checked & Audited by Mr. S. Sritharan

Sivaneswary Navaneethasingam
The Treasurer, VHGC PPA, Canada
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Dr. Ambalavanar Somaskanda, mp, pacoG
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Newark Wayne Hospital
Rochester General Hospital

Tel: Office 315 332 2427
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HOMELIFE GTA REALTY INC., 1711 MCCOWAN RD. SUITE # 206, TORONTO, ON. MIS 3Y3, OFFICE: 416.321.6969
“EACH GFFICE 1S INDEPENDENTLY OWINED AND DPERATED




Near Bovaird & Dixie
Brampton

Mmﬂm@wﬁéﬁwwm
LOIT 6301 61T 35611) Ontario
L.!HL.@QLL._&_’; B&seNLOW
LISU&SH e B LS LI L LD
Qumbm e Fflwitesnasy
5 (& LIL|E> 35611
bL_15 5 1L(B&5] 6313651 .
Individual Classes

Group Classes
Home Tutorlng

Grade J.K - Grade 12
Weekly Classes




Sponsors

Special mention must me made of the following sponsors
who never fail to donate to our fund every year.
Our grateful thanks to our sponsors this year too.

Mr. V. Sundaramoorthy
Judy Gnanendran

Dr. Dharshini Umapathy
Thuvaraha Ketheeswaran
Nalini Baheerathan

And our thanks to the printer Mr. Anandakrishnan
for his continued cooperation in our publication.
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Ranjani Thirukeswaran
(Barrister & Solicitor)

Real Estate
(Residential/Commercial)

Immigration Law
Business Law
Family Law

Last Wills

Power of Attorney
Affidavits -
Notarization

Tel: 416 291 2242 Fax: 416 291 2243

3850 Finch Avenue East, Suite 202
Scarborough, Ontario M1T 3T6
(Kennedy & Finch)



Our Life Members Canada & USA

Mrs. Leela Santhirasegaram
Mrs. Mathura Pathmanathan
Mrs. Kamala Thamby
Mrs. Jeyalakshmi Chandrasegaram
Mrs. Ratnamani Balendra
Mrs. Selvadevi Devadas
Mrs. Kamala Chandrasegaram
Mrs. Leela Somasundarampillai
Dr. Thamayanthi Singh
Dr. Priyadharshini Umapathy, USA
Dr. Vadivelu Shanthakumar
Dr. Ambalavanar Somaskandan, USA
Dr. Sinnathurai Vijeyakumar
Mrs. Kamshana Mathiyaparanam
Mrs. Sivaneswary Navaneethasingam
Mrs. Rathika Niroopan
Mrs. Vanathy Premkumar
Mrs. Vasanthy Yogan
Mrs. Mangalam Somasundaram
Mrs. Chandrika Jeyaraman (Well wisher)
Mrs. Rajeswary Yuvarajah
Mrs. Judy Gnanendran
Mrs. Vasantharanee Selvakumar
Mrs. Indra
Mrs. Puvaneswary Thirunathan
Mrs.-Vijeyareka Prabaharan
Miss. }han ga Sinnathamby
Mrs. Vasugi Kugarajah
' Mrs. Parameswary Pathmanathan, USA



Mrs. Vathsala Pathmanathan
Mrs. Kousalya Sritharan

Mrs. Nalini Baheerathan

Mrs. Bavani Gunabalachandran
Mrs. Pathmini Kokulapalan

Mrs. Yogeswary Rajavarothayam
Mrs. Nanddini Balakumar

Mrs. Punithavathy Thangathurai
Miss. Tharshini Muthukrishnan
Mr. Thiru Thiruchelvam

Mr. Surendranathan Sivarajah
Mrs. Kumuthini Sivarajah

Mrs. Gnanam Rajkumar

Mrs. Muthuluxmy Namasivayam
Mrs. Sivajini Ramachandran
Mrs. Atputharanee Srikanthan
Mrs. Gnanam Ponnambalam

Mrs. Thuvaraha Ketheeswaran

Mrs. Viyajasuganthini Sivarajah (Well wisher)

Mr. Lankeswaran Chanrasegaram
Mrs. KumuthiniPonnuthurai

Mrs. Thilagawathy Kanagaratnam
Mrs. Selvamalar Premachandran
Mrs. Sumathy Ramachandran

Mrs. Nalini Pakirathan

Mr. Ponniah Rameswaran

Mrs. Mangaleswary Kumarasingam

Mrs. Suhanya Prabaharan




Seen here is he two story building donated to the school
by the NGO - NECORD.

The new gate installed at the entrance to the school







One Chief Guest Mrs. L. Sandirasegaram. Vice Patron VHGC- Retired
Principal MGHS seen here lighting the traditional lamp to start the
Navarathiri function, 2009,

(4

Section of the gathering participated at the Navaratliri function, 2009
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