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Problems in the Teachiug of English

Einglish is an International language
and chere js at present a widespread
concern over the falling standard of English
in our schools. Most educationists and
others feel that greater attention should
be paid to it and suggestions are also
made to provide ways and means of teach-
ing our children with more English and
better English, so as to enrich the content
-of their minds and enrich the range of their
ideas and actions,

In teaching Englith as a second lan-
guage to onr children the English teacher
is confronted with many problems. The
general problems of teaching can be
categorised -as follows:-

1. Problems faced by the teachers of
English in presenting the language
through the texts,

2. Problems faced by learners of English
i. e. the pupils in understanding and
practising the functions.

3. Probiems caused by the present series

_of text buoks.

As teachers play a vital role in th-
teaching of the language it is very éssene
tial that the teacher should have his/ber

personality, style of teaching and approach.

Whatever be his approach, aim or style,
basically he snouid be in a position to

create a learnirg environment to enable
ma<imum pariicipation from as many of

the pupils as possible.

Teday most of our teachers lack good
classroom mansgement to achieve this

aim. They aren’t a-.are or tend to forget
or ignore that unlike the other subjecis in

the school carriculam which are ‘fact
centrcd’, English is ‘skill centred’. The
important thing that we \teachers sbould

R. Rajakulasdoriyar.
(Sp. Tr - Tamil, Lan A|C)

bear in mind is that in teaching, it is
not the mere assimilation of facts that
matters but the extensive practice of parti-
cular skille. For this, good preparation,
prior p'anning and organising is very neces-
sary. Propper planning is a pre-requisite.
It in-essential to provide a meaningful
activity through pair work, group work
and interaction. If this is not done, pupils
morale will be affected due to non-
achieve ent and he/she will lack the pur-
pose of learning and tend to mneglect the
language.

Few teachers came prepared with the

above aim in view. Others usually sit glued
to their seats translating chunks of find-
ing out passage’s, role play and other
langusge items like learniog together,
useful dislogues which actually require
active particiration, The students on the
other hand remain as passive listeners and
over the years, this neglect tend to accu-
mulate and by the time the listener comes
to year 10 or 11, he/she has completely
lost interest in the subject.

TEACHER’S ATTITUDE

The most important influence whether the
pupils use the language or mot rests in
the nature of te.cier pupil relationship,

his attitude towards the pupils aud to
the subject. °If the teacher takes on a

traditional teacher role e.g. acts in a formal
manner and sits aloof, talking to the air-
translating facts, explaining fully in the
mother tongue - he will certainly prevent
classroom interaction i.e. pupil to pupil
and teacher to pupil etc, The pupil will
be williog to use the language only when
the atmosphere in the class is condusive.

(i. . when there is rapport) and this de-

pends to a great extent on the ability and
attitude the teacher takes. Theretore, the
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teacher’s task is to develop the language
skills the pupils need.

(a) by cextensive practice and use of
langusge.

(b) by creating confidence, self reliance
and interest through meaningfui
participation.

TEACHER LANGUAGE

Classroom communication refers to the
language used to conduct and managee
cless. In a second language class, tha
simple fact of managing a classroom pro-
vides a number of opportunities for oral
interation between students to students
snd teacher to students, and hence contri-

butes to practice and mastery. Right from
year 4 onwards to year 11, the teacher can
and should use the language from the

first day of the class. The importance
of usipg the language is based on several

reasons such as:-
(1) Real Learning - Using English to con
duct and manage the class provides.
an opportunity for real commurication

to take place. It is a natural use of
the language and notan artificial situ-

ation, for its function serves an imme-
diate and necessary purpose e. g. orga-

nising a class, preparing and conduct-
ing the days's wuik.
(2) Incidental Learning - Here the stu-

dent will be acquiring language items
which are in addition to the items

taught specifically. 1n the initial stages,
the teacher’s gesture and tone should
prove to t® more important end

effective for convepimg $h: meaning
than actural woras »poken. Later-
on, the students jearn to rely on the

language being used than on visual cues.
(3) Using varies functions of language-

Using English in the classrooms allows
the students exposure to practise in the

mastery of several language functions.

— Greetings—Good morning

—Requests — Would you lend me
your pen please?

—Inquiries — What day is it to-day?
— Inviting somebody
— Please come in and make
yourself at home,

4. DPevelopmems of the language skiils.

While particular language items are

used in the classroom, the student

will unconsciously begin developing

additional language learning skills like:

(a) listening

(b) the ability to pick up key words
and phrases.

(c) the ability to infer points or
stress,

(d) the abllity to infer between

polite command -
Please sit down.

and impolite command - sit down
eic.
" ntinuous reinforcement from the daily
“lossroom enrichment

The routine and repetitive nature of

he classroom communication beieg conti
nuously reinforced students will be able to

practise and use the itema which have been

specifically taught as well as those which
have not. They will begin tn think and

communicate in English at ell times and
not just when a book is opened or an acti-

vity is performed.

In comclusion, the wuse of English for
classroom cemmunication s an essentia
part of the language learning process a
all levels of instruction serving an imme-
diate and definite purpose,

1. It is real communication.

2. It is leurning which is both supple-
mentary to and an extension of that

which is specifically taught during
the course.

3. It teaches and allows practice in a
variety of language functions.

4, Tt helps the student to develop several
language lesrning skills and

5. The classroom situation provides an
excellant situation for language use.
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The Importance of English Language

The Eoglith Langusge is an infer-
national languege today. In ecountries
like England, the WU.S. A., Capada,
Australia and in séveral parts of Affrica,
it is the First languagé, In many com-
monwealth countries like Sri Lanka, India
and Malaysia, it is a second lapguage.
1t is an acceptable fact that English
§sa very useful foreign languaeto  widen-
the knowledge and to enrich our lives in
many ways.

In a eountry with many nationalitiss,
a4 common language like English will
serve as an ideal link language., Though
most of the national languages are rich
and aacient, they do not possess even some
of the basic books- we need to up - date
our skills and knowledge. Most of the
books especially in Science are inthe English
language..

The intelligent who wish to specialise
in a particular field are unasble to do

Mr. S. Vimalarajan
Tutorial Staff.

so, because of poor knowledge of English
they have. Even for purposes of travel,
trade, commerce and diplomacy, a sound
knowledge of English is a must.

However, in Sri Lanka everyone'
pow realises that a knowledge of good
English holds wider opportunities. Tae
private sector, Banks and the foreign
employment market give preference to
those with a knowledge of Erglish.
Hence, English anywhere, anytime and to
anyone holds the key to knowledge. So,
jt is an aceeptable truth that the
chances of getting a job for one with
a basic knowledge of Eaglish are certainly
greater not onmly in our own land but
in any part of the world.’

if thers is a language (that is
rich, universal and helps every one
in someway or other, it i3 certainly
English. iy '

and

& * Trust in God and do the right *’

¢ Lei all your thoughts be noble thoughts *

& If a man reaches the heart of his own religion
bhe has reached the heart of the others teo.

— Gandhi
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The Port of Kayts

There are three important sea ports
in the Jaffna peninsula, namely Point-
pedro, Kankesanthurai and Kayts. Of
these Kayts is the most important. [t
was important even in the days of King
Parakramabahu the Great. Even the
Portuguese and the Dutch considered
Kayts as a gate- way to the Kingdom
of Jaffpa. They built' fortresses at Kayts
to station their troops. Even today the
Dutch fort called *HAMMENHEIL
stands Jike & rock st the western end
of the Kayts harbour,

In the early days, Kayts was a busy
port. There was a roaring trade between
South India and Jaffpa. Sailing boats
arrived daily, richly laden with precious
cargoes like paddy, rice. sugar, clothes and
tiles. Even today during certain seasons
of the year sailing boats from India
arrive bere bringing goods of various
kinds. It is a pleasant sight to see
these sailing boats and the siurdy sailers
who man them,

Kayts today serves as a link to the
various islands in the North - west like
DELFT, NAINATIVU, ANALAITIVU

Miss. R. Nadesar
Tutorial Staff,

and ELUVAITIVU. A number of motor -
launches can always be seen at the Kayts
Jjetty. These launches carry passengers and
goods daily to and from these islands. If
not for this traffic Kayts today would
have been deserted. During the monsoon
it provides shelter for ships.

Along the coast there ars catamarans and
fishing boats which are used for fishing
Recenily the Government has opened a
naval siation at the Karainagar coast. Thig
can be seen clearly from the Kayts jetty,
A upit of the ROYAL CEYLON NAVY
has been stationed there to patrol the
coast.

There is 8 motor - driven Ferry service
between Karainagar and Kayts. This
ferries, people and vehicles from one end
to the other.

The port of Kayts today is in a
neglected state. All its past glory has
vanished. But it is still cansidered 8
useful port and serves & good purpose.
The time is not far off when Govern-
ment might consider reviving it once
more into a hive of activity.

ages of their best friends,

& Women have a passion for mathematics. They divide
their ages by two, double the price of their dresses,
treble their husbands’ salaries, add five years to the

— Marcel Achard
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Why | Like My School

I joined Manipay Memorial English Schoo! in 1978. My maternal grandfather
the late Mr. Sam. P. Ssbaratnam taught in this school as an English teacher for
nearly forty years. He advised my mother that thig school is the best institution for me
to develop my personality. Most of the teachers who taught here at that time, were
kind and the school was like a home to me.

People who visit my school, enjoy the the beauty of the lovely flower plants
and crotons in the frontage, It is no doubt a refreshing sight to the mind and they
form a good opinion of the school at first sight, Qur present Principal is 2 master
of all arts and a wizard who has the kmack of winning. the hearts of all. He is
our friend, philosopher and guide. I am the Semior Prefect of the :chool and I
..get his advice and guidance om various matters coscerning the school. He has a
genuine love for us and a sincere liking for his Alma Mater. He loves us like a
father and forgives us like a mcther. He is the fountain head of most of the
activities of the school like games, sports, dramas, debates ctc,

Ali our teachers are qualitied and efficient. They regard it their sacred duty
to contribute their services to the moulding. of our character. The qualities are developed
most effectively and fruitfully in our scheol. My school has a good library where
in are found a very good eollection of books on a variety of subjecis. They open
out to us a vast treasure of knowledge and new horizons, By using this library we
have developed a wide out look and do not remaia as frogs In the well.

Engaging in scouting, dramas, and debates has made my life at school interesting
and meaningful, I am loved and honoured by my teachers and friends for the services
I have rendered to the inmstitution. The sehool life has prepared me for a better
and fuller life ahead.

My life hete has afforded ample opportunities to satisfy my instinctive craving
for learning. | shall always cherish the memory of this school with love and respect.

By. Navanesarajah Kingsley Rameshkumar
Year 13 (Com)

/

@ If you attend to your work, and let your enemv alone,
~ someons else will come along someday,
and do him up for you.

~ E, W. Hope
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CHRISTMAS

~ Christmas is one of the most important festivals of the Christians. It is the day
on which they commemorate the birth of Christ, their Lord. It always falls on the
25th of December every year. It is a season of peace and goodwill, {or on the first
christmas angels appeared on the sky and cang a song of peace and goodwill to
men in the world.

Christmas i8 also a secason of joy and merriment. Every Christlan makes it
a point te go out for his Christmas shopping with his family. Shopkeepers therefore
have always a good stock of Christmas goods. There are toys for children, new
clothes and shoes for all. There are also special christmas presents and Christmas
trees too. During X’'mas time the bakers have a stock of delicious cakes and biscuits.
Fireworks of every description are found everywhere. Christmas cards, both local
and foreign, are available at every shop.

Christmas is a busy season for cvery house hold. Beforc Christmas the bouse
is white washed, the furniture is polished. New ciothes are made for all at home.
The servants tco are not forgotten; they too get their mew clothes. The house is
decorated with coloured streamers, bunting and evergreen leaves. In the middie of
every parlour a Christmas tree sprouts up Christmas presents for every member of the
house and for expected visitors are hurg from this tree.

Thea the great day dawns, rich and poor alike, clad in their new clothes, go
to church to greet their mew-born Lord. When the service at church is over, the
members of the congregation wish one another, ‘A Haopy Christmas’® Everybody
has a present and every heart is full of joy. After the distribution of the presents,
father Christmas or Santa joins with the others in singing carol songs.

M. Gowrirajah
Year 13 (Com)

&% If a man speaks or acts with a pure thought
happiness follows him like a shadow that never leaves him.
. : — Buddha




Service to Man
+ Man is a social being. He is an integral part of society in which he livea.
He cannot isolate himself from society and lead a secluded life. That being so, he

owes ‘certain duties to society, Duties and rights are like tw> sides of a coin. Ons
ifs co - related with the other and cannot ke seperated,

“Service to man is service to God”. This illustrates the importance of service
to man by man. It is a social obligation imposed on man by society to - help the
less fortunste' and the needy. Social service is the rent we pay for living in the
world. All great teashers reformers who have appzared in this world from time to time
have laid emphasis on love ard Service to mankind. Love and service go haud in bacd,
for ‘one cannot think of helping his fellow being unless he has love for his fellow
being. Love is the all embracing factor which prompts one to do genuine service

We have seen man denying to God but mot love. A man who says that he;
Joves God but does not love or feel for his fellow being is not truthful. For how
can one love God unless he loves his fellow being who is the creation of God.

But man bas become so selfish that very often he forgets his duties to his
fellow. being. He has the tendency to minimise other peoples difficulties and exsggerates
his own, *I Complained I had no shoes till ] saw a man who had no feet.” This
{llustrates the miud of man who always feels that his imaginary need or want is
greater than the actual need of another.

*“Thy need Is greater than mine®’ is a Principle worth following,

Stanley Rapjitkumar Navanesarajah
Year 13 Com.

The Jaffna Bus - Stand

The Jaffna bus-stand is situated near the Grand Bazaar. There is a long shed with
an office at the middle of the bus-stand. On either side of it we find two shelters,
in these shelters people wait in queuss to get into buses. There are boards hung up in
hese shelters for the passengers to know the destination of the bus,

The Jaffna bus - stand is the central terminus for all the bus-routes in the Northern
Province, Buses come here from the Northern, Eastern and Western extremities of the
Province. Buses similarly travel at fixed intervals along the various bus routes to Point
Pedro, Kankesanthural, Karainagar, Pannai, Ferry and Colombogam, Chavakachcheri,
Kodikamam and Palai and to Mullaittive, Kiinochchl, Vavuniya and Mannar.

Time - keepers work in the office and direct the bus drivers to start running the bus:
at regulated hours. There is a time table in the office to let the passengers know the time:
of departure of each bus. 1

Senthilnathan Gajananthan,-
12 Commerce,
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My Favourite T. V./Personality

My favourite T. V. personality is Robin of the Bee Gees. The Gibb Brothers -~ Barry
Robin and Maurice have made a come back after about ten years and they have certainly
proved that there is music in them. Robin is certainly the melodious of the lot. He is
39 years. He was once heavily involved in drugs but now his life style is much changed.
He is now a vegetarian and he does not smoke or drink. He is very interested in the
super natural and ip his latest album called ESP - a supernatural thread rups thiough it.
He belicves that telepsthy exists betweea the brothers. He married at the age of 19
He divorced his first wifs and has two children by her. They are Speacer 14 and
Melisa 11 He is now married to Dwina and they have a 5 years old boy Robin Junior.

What I like about kim is that he has 2 good personality and a golden scintilating
oice. His rendering is just superb. I like to listen to the Bes Gees again and again,

S. Aravindan,
Year 11A.

Deepavali

Despavali is a festival celobratcé by the Hindus. It is the festival of lights. Children

enjoy it the most. Rich people spend large sums of morey iiluminating their houses with
clectric bulbs of different colours.

Last yeer Deepavali fell oo a Monday. Father bought us new clothes. Mother was busy
levlng new garmenis for my sisters and me to wear on the Deepavali day.

On that day we got up at dawn washed and tidied the whole house. All of us had
an oilbath and put on our new clothes. Our house wae decorated with creps paper and
artificial flowers. We hung now curtains on the windows and doors. Father gave us
crackers. I received a number of greeting cards from my friends and relations. In the
evening we visted some of our friends ard relatives. The whole day was a day of pleasure

for all of us and [ wish that every day were a day like this. Deepavali is an enjoyable
fesiival.

S. Sathana,
Year 8 A
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The Festival I Have Seen

The Nallur Kanthasamy Temple I8 a very famous temole in Jaftna. The festivals are
held here annually and they attract thousands of people from all parts of the Peninsula.
The car festival is the most importaat of the tweaty five festivals held every year. Oan the
day of the car festival, at Nallur there will be a sea of heads with stalls and vehicles
all t‘zlong the streets. The precints of the temple becoms very picturesque. The car
festival begins early in the morning. On the last car festival day I got up at 4 a. m., had
8 bath got dressed ia white clothes and went to tha temple. There I fouad a big crowd
of people praying and singing devotional songs. Thers were pandols at all entrances of the -
temple. And by § o' cluck the image of Lord Skantha was brought out to the :accompani-
ment of music and cries of ‘Arohara’ and placed on the chariot. There were a pumber
of Brahmin priests who chanted the vedas and invoked the blessings of Lord Skantha on
the people. A pooja followed and the chariot was drawn by the people. A team from
the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation had comne to relay the pruceedings. Behind the
cnariot was a big choir of singers singing religious hymns. The devotees who were fasting
perfomed various penances like taking ‘Kavadis” or rollng bzhind the chariot, Cries of
‘Arohara’ from thousands of people rent the air. It took nearly an hour for the chariot
to move round the temple square. I noticed that almost all the people moved to tears
and cries of joy at the divine sight of Lord Skantha.

By 1-00 p. m. the festival came to a close, and [ returned home happily and told my
brothers about all what I had seea.

S. Thaksageni,
8A.

An Accident T Saw

Last Monday morning at about 5. 45 a. m. on my way to the tuition class 1saw an
accident take piace. When I was cycling close to the Kaddudai Bridge,at a distance,
i saw a motor cyclist crash on to an electric light post. Iran tothe spot and saw the
motor cyclist who was in his early twenties in a pool of blood. His motor cycle was
adly damaged but it was working. I offed the engine. I looked rouud but found
ro one on the road. :

I soon rap to a nearby house, got some water, and sprinkled it on his face but
ne dido’c move or speak. Soona lot of people gathered at the spot. A man in the crowd
finding his condition bad stopped a venicle and with the help of afew got him in, and
rushed Lim to the Jaffna Teaching Hospital. I later came to know that he was out
of danger.
' Suthananthini

8§A



—63—

The Use of Coconut Tree

We find coconut trees on the coasts of our country. They thrive best on the ssﬁ},
soil. It is a tropical plant.

We get many kinds of preducts from the coconut trees, Its leaves arc used to make
cadjans. The coconut s used for making curries. The sweet juice Is a refreshing drink
The toddy is used to make arrack.

The timber is used to make beams and rafters. The fuel is used for cooking, The
tender leaves are used for making festoons for decoratien. 2

S. Jeyakumaran
Year § A

My Dream

Quge pight 1 went to bed very late and had a dream. A big lion looked at me and caught
me. | started kicking and struggling. I was afraid. After a few minutes the big llon
carried me into a big dark cave. [ trembled with fear, I tried to caj} out for my
father, but my voice failed me. Sudderly another big lion joined this lion and cae
near me. At once I screamed and fell off my bed. [ opened my eyes. Two perlons wére
- standiog near my bed. T thought that they were the lions and screamed out sgain.
My father’s arms closed around me and my brother was laughing behind me. Although
| was awake still I was shivering with ear. I relaled my dream to my parents and (ried
to brush my fears away. Then we ali had a hearty laugh,

K. Ragunath
Year 6A

¢ It is no use saying ‘“we sre doing our best’
you have got to succeed i/n doing what is necessary.

- — Winston S, Churchill
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Sir Issac Newton

Sir Issac Newtor was born in Linconshire, England. He wasa greatest mathe-
matician and scientist. He was the discoverer of the Law of Gravitation. What gave
him the idea was the fall of an apple in his garden at wool Thorpe. He became a
professor of mathematics at the Umversity of cambridge in 1669. In 1637, he wtote
a book callad ‘Privcipia’.

He was the first to know about the movements of the moon around the earth
and the other plancts around the Sun. Besides this, he found out that the Sung,
white light consisted of seven colours. Knighthood was conferred on him in 1705 and

he died 1727 at a ripe age of 85,
Y. Thivahar

Year 5A
The Elephant

Elepbant is the Jargset of all asimals. It bas huge body and a long trunk.
It loves io eat plantains and svgar came, It also eat grags, Ieaves and grains. The
male elephant has tusks. It can carry heavy logs with its trunk. It can also pick

a smail needle with its trunk.
S. Dylan
Year 5A

My Birthday

My last birthday was on sep'ember Gth. 1 rec:ived a birthday cird and a parcel
from my aunt. In that parcel there was a frock aod a pair of shoes. My father
gave me a new bicycle. as a birthday present and my mother made a birthday
cake ond sweets. In the evening I wore the new gown which was given to me by
my aunt. At 4, 00 p. m my friends came to the party. They brought many kinds of
presents to me. We served the.n cakes, biscuits, sweets and tea. After that we sang
sonpgs. We enjoyed ourselves thoromghly that day. At 6. 00 p.m they sald good-
bye to me and left. I was very happy that day.
T. Sivaranjini

Year 5A

My Pet

My pet is a small dog. He is six months old. His name is puppy. He plays
with me all the time. When I go to school in the morning be tries to join me.
But, I always cbase him back. Oae day my cunning puppy followed ms to school.
My classteacher asked, **whose dog it i5?” I told her, ¢‘that is mine'’. So the teacher took
the cane and beat me. Puppy saw the teacher having the cane in her hand and ran away.

J. Paraneetharasarma
Year 3

My Flower Garden

I have a flower garden at home. It’s a small beautiful garden. There are many
flower plants such asrose, sunflower, anthurium, lotus, jasmine ard exora, I water the
plants regularly. Lotus is also grown in a small pond. My f{lower garden looks
beautiful. )

S. Apiramy
Year 3
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ENGLISH UNION

Execcutive Commiftee :

Fatron : Mr. A. M. Arunasalam !
Vice Patron : Mr. R. Rajakulasuriyar

President : M. Gowrirajah

Secretary : N. Kingsley Ramesh Kumar

Vice President : V. Viiaya Kumar
Asst. Secretary : K. Nanthakumar
Treasurer : V. Suganthiny

1 have great plexsure ia praseating the amaual repiri of ths M:morial Eaglish
Unicn.

There is not aa iota of doubt abrut the impirrtancs of Eazlish ai an Iater
‘mational language. It 18 obvious that without achieviag a sufficient standard of this
majestic language We cannot meet the challenges of this cometitive world. Knowing
-this fact unlike the yester years Memorial is now makiog a genuine effort to maintaim
.a high standard of Epg'ish. Our English Union plays a mzjor rofy in improving the
standard of the childres. This Ualoa affords opportunities to all studeats ranging frons
year 3 to year 13 to take part io compotitions om ths various skills and thereby
.gnc.uraging them to read, write aand sp:ak the lanjuige [lusatly,

Flection of offics bearers is an annual feiture and thiz year the election teok
place on 23. 2. 1992, [he ‘ex:scutive committae orginises comp3titicas. Compstitions
are held in 3 levels viz. Junior. [ntermediate and s:mior. Competiticas are hald in,
writing, picture - composition, essay aand ia othar items like spelliog, oratosy and
recitation. We held our Eaglish Day oa the 23-d of Juie 1992, la all, 2) items
featured in the program and prastisally all the item: were well ajpreciated by the
audiencs.

we sincerely think our Priacipal for his encouragemeat, aivizz and support.
Our special thanks ars diz to our Vice Pitroa for dnag a ysomin servica and
.guiding us to perform our best. We alsy think ths othr tsachzrs of Eaglish for
their belp and guidance.

N. Kingsley Ramesh Kumar
Secretary,

@ He approachss necarest to the Gol who kaows
how to be silent even wien he is right
— Cato
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