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Planning & Design

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
PLANNING PERMISSION -
BUILDING REGULATION -

STRUCTURAL CALCULATIONS -

\
Specialised.
« New Residential / Commercial Buildings
« Alterations & Extensions
« Care Homes Extensions

« Loft Coversions ADVICE ON PARTY WALL SERVICES -
» Garage Conversions DESIGN & BUILD CONTRACT -
« Flat Coversions / Basement Conversions CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION -

» Refurbishments / Structural Repairs

» Plans drawn for Shops & Restaurants for
Licensing purposes

« Plans drawn for Land registry purposes

CONTACT:
Mr. N. Ravikumar ( Ravi)
( Structural Engineer / Architect)

KKR Planning & Design Ltd
Oasis Business Centres Ltd

468 Chruch Lane Mob: 07894 759 259
Kingsbury Tel: 020 8200 2360 | Fax: 020 8200 2370
London NW9 8UA Email: ravi@kkrpd.co.uk | Web: www.kkrpd.co.uk}

From our mtial free consultation advice through to design, council permissions, working drawings
and onto site we can guide you every step of the way...

We pride ourselves on our customer focused services...
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MESSAGE FROM CHIEF GUEST DR. K.S.S. RAJAH

[t gives me enormous pleasure to write the Chief Guest Passage even though it nor
mally would take many pages, if not a book ,to write about the famous school where
| spent my tormative years and early teens under the auspicious and educational
guidance from dedicated principal, teachers and well-wishers.

It is more of 8 memoir in many aspects of my childhood experiences in this famous
school but alse in some ways certain memories were not exactly pleasant ones
which I will narrate later ;

My father, brothers sisters and many other relatives had their education in this
beloved school known as ‘KHC' also popularly known as PUTHU KOVIL PAL-
LIKOODANM.

Many people might not know that KHC was founded by our forefathers in the early 19th century (1210) when the
then colonial government handed over the monopoly of education in Sri Lanka, not only for the Anglican based
missionary schools but also for other non-Christian local people to set up their own schools based on each religious
denpmination for their own children supported with financial aid from the state in 1869 approved by the Legislative
Council, Qur forefathers from Mr, Chelliah and many others worked tirelessly to establish this great institution but if
was still a fee paying education system until 1960.

The great scholar SRI ARUMUGA NAVALAR, also tirelessly worked hard in helping to establish schools in provid-
ing children from Hindu background. It is shameful the hard work done by our lorefathers was tainted when Hindu
societies failed to admit children from the so called lower class background which | am vehemently against this sort
of discrimination. This discrimination was not only practised in admitting children to our schools but also widely
practised when these unfortunate people were not allowed to enter Hindu temples and had to wait outside places

of worship ever in bad weather. [t is hopeful these practices might have disappeared or disappearing but defnirely

should not be in practice,
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We are very much in the forefront of great civilisation with wealth of proud ownership of books of literature, poetry,
mathematics, astronomy and so on.

My father not only helped in on-going development and buildings of our school but alse built part of the famous
NANTHAVIL AMMAN KOVIL and [ am extremely proud Lo carry his name, his achievements and contribution to
the society but he was also always against discrimination in the name of cast or religion. My intention of writing this
arficle is not 1o condemn our society but to priise our achievements but also to accept our weaknesses. When 1 was
a very young student in KHC | was supposed 1o bé extremely a very bright student and even teachers recommended
4 double promotion but my parents did not approve as they expected their son to follow studies with his friends and
not to be given special treatment.

I had a very happy time in KHE but sometimes I went through heartache to watch some of my fellow students/
friends struggling to cope with their studies. They were ridiculed and sometimes went through painful, corporal
punishments guite regularly by some of the sn called learned teachers, Later on, when | grew up to my early teens |
realised that nol every student has the same ability in all subjects but some of these colleagues were so brilliant in
certain sciences who achieved fame later on in life as scientists, Liniversity professors etc.

[ could vividly remember one of my friend who was not exactly doing well in some subjects but very clever in others
could not distinguish between colours, but unfortunately ne was punished with canes , as the teacher did not have the
knowledge of number of inherited Hinesses of some children.

continued on next page....



Message from Chief guest continued from previous page:

In fact my friend suffered from colour blindness which I realised when 1 studied for my medical entrance examinations. The main reason for
this incident 1o be highlighted is to make modern teachers aware that there are number of issues with children which have to be recognised and
given help such as social/medical instead of punishing them,

I was a child at the time and 1 could not speak out 1o stop these mal-practices. These were in many ways normal for that time and even parents
of these children accepted these unlawiul corporate punishment as normal. Today these practices are not only unlawful and considered as
criminal offences leading to police arrest/jall. Assaulting innocent defenceless children mercilessly were wrong and these practices must stop
whether in 5ri Lanka or the UK. During my 44 years of practising as a Senior Doctor | held different positions as Child Protection Lead, Police
Surgeons and in charge of hospitals in Sri Lanka as well as in the UK. T am highly aware of child cruelty amongst some familles in Sri Lanka as
well asin the UK . This is an apportunity to take this important message to our country of birth if these mal-practices are still on-going in our
sociely. [ must insist that few teachers should not tarnish a great institution like KHC because of their behaviour,

I am proud 1o say that I was considered to be a very bright student and five of us always competed o become the Ist in the class. 1tso happened
four of the five went to University to study Civil Engineering and | was the only one out of the five to become a medical doctor. We had ex-
tremely efficient, dedicated thoughtful teachers who goided us throughout our education and T am still very thankful to them -We are where we
are because of their guidance and teachings. Knowledge 1s imperishable wealth and this is very true of religion, language and culture. We can
practice i1 the correct way if we have correct knowledge of them. KHC taught us all these principles. Countering the fanatic zealots who are
making all attempts to destroy our language religion and culture is not easy but with dedication . will and united strength we can do iv.

Our people back at home are going through oppression, bloodshed , annihilation, sexual exploitation and untold misery by the same govern-
ment who are said to be democratically elected and supposed to protect the citizens. We must endeavour to take all necessary steps/actions

to ease and relieve our people suffering. The materialistic philosaphy: “Eat , drink , be merry, tomorrow we die and that happiness depend on
possessions and pleasures” True happiness which is the aim and goal of everyone is only possible by adapting a good clean life wedded to virtue
and righteousness

My parents decided to admit me to a popular Christian Methodist school where [ had the opportunity to mix with many of my new friends who
were mainly Christians and some Mushim friends. [ studied Christianity, learnt more about the Bible and went to Church regularly with my
friends. Occasionally few of them used to ask me “"Why are you a Hindu?" My simple answer was: Tam a Hindu because my father is a Hindu,
My mother is a Hindu, My generations were Hindus and You are born as a Hindu. T am also very proud to carry my fathers name and as a Hin-
du there was” no need for conversion”

One of SWAMI VIVEKANANDA quotation is as follows :
I am proud to belong to a religion which has taught the world both tolerance and universal acceptance. We belivve not anly in universal toler-
ation, but accept all religions as troe,

As different streams have different sources, all mingle their water in the sea.

Like all religions of different parts — All lead 1o the one God.

A true Hindu never condemns other true religions,

Religions have bad names not because of great Prophets who brought divine messages but because of fanatical work of over-zealous followers.
“There is only one truth and one God” !
Religion is spiritual and the essence of religion is good morality, You serve God by serving the poor, the infirm, the disabled, the elderly; the ill,
and who are unfortunate.

Famous quotation which is regularly sung by students in India
Easwara Allah There nam

God is one whatever name you are praying
With God's Grace our beloved schoal continues to deliver their excellent services today and to future generations

My wife Nirmala and [ would like to thank you all profusely for the great honour vou have bestowed on us by inviting us as the Chief Guest.

Dr . KANDIAH. SATPA. S. RAJAH

R. Pathmanaba lyer
27-B, High Street,
Plaistow
London E13 04D
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Message from the President Kokuvil Hindu College OSA (Vic) Australia Inc

On behalf of Kokuvil Hindu College OSA (Vic) Australia Inc, | extend our warmest

greetings to all celebrating "Vasantham-2014",

| would like to extend my best wishes for your continued efforts in supporting our
school. Kokuvil Hindu College OSA-UK has made marvellous contribution towards

the development of Kokuvil Hindu College.

At present our school is doing very well in education and sports. Kokuvil Hindu

College Students have achieved very strong results in the A/L examinations.

On this occasion | would like torthank and congratulate all Kakuvil Hindu College

Old students and well-wishers in supporting our School.
Congratulations and best wishes for a memorable evening.
Thava Rajaratnam

President

Kokuvil Hindu College OSA (Vic) Australia Inc




Finest gqguality
Halal meat in
FPinner

Madina Butchers

Sr4, Rayners Lane
Iarvrow
Pinner HAS 5129
Tel: 020 8868 6'1'39
Mo bile: 79854720282
Mobile: 079 H’ =502) 55 11 c‘J'-S’ &
E-Mail: info@madirnad b utch ;
www.madinabutche
T rade e naqguiiniess
F-ree delliiw el

For Accountancy Services
oy qualified Accouniants

c Bookkee | ﬂn@

cCompany Secretaria
o Payroll
oTexxX Reflurns
oVAT Refurns
oYear End Accounts
oCIlS Retums




uj |

e

KOKUVIL HINDU COLLEGE

OLD STUDENTS ‘ASSOCIATION GERMANY e.V.
LEmrsEalsd @basiss seogOmT

LemiDUl LWoTssTeu] SFmissLD

Prosidem-
Sl Pomethiersi Vigayvendran
DEEETFASE

Vice Fresdent
M, Rasinh Murugiah
02317577371

Secnetary
Phevarajul Thevakumaan
OV

Al Secreiary

Mt hagsmathen Manoharan
GIlagnnla)

Treawurer

M Utheyvaram Thyabmgmm
2591818

Assl. Trensurer
Mr Husial Yasantharasan
0202A %1440

ChliLor
M Rasadev Selvannyagam
02271 TRI

Cultuee’ Ant
M. Kanagamatnem Thorokkosmss
200 SETRGR

Uthey Memben

Ay, Suppramantem Prckivenathan
OIF 17006287

Mr. Muthash Yogammh

413 | 2a4B30

Mrs Bapbniodumng By
0293 1/234%90

M. Sanmagnnathon Shanthanuthan
MIGNLATIRG

Mre Karumsnanths Shanthanathan
039 L ITIRG

M. Theviirnjah Foyah

O 30RE | TR

M. Seladhers) Suthitmoandan
2523l

M Kingaunthy Sivarnm
02104301 554

Soy Rarmssmaapam Subumsar
DIV ATIAY

Mr Thevornjalh Seikunthan
DR W F6020

M. Fanagaermeh Sarfiyamoony
a291/44789

M Parnsmansnthan Thansnyeynn
0X91/3513%

Mr. Thevarnjah Thevapallgim
BRI

Mr Velsuthan Cranasck o

020 1/ VT s

Gandgmetet Sibais ssogarfileh vemipu) wremenlt srsi(london) syem( CHmmpeb
aushmil sshflenseny Geusfluil (j oyunwelt apeoid snngl Seogomflufen GowfunGaenenugb
dplisenanugb o absmimn pffuesuddadprisman ashsn 2014 sshfloady, g
pfangpd sumpdgssanenh Gaflailiugd e wSbFH s Haabei

mBrmiaiin mmiged g s sehdos CawfuiGaum #siLi Gk Sgenor
Gawhum ngpib. singl svedn et Lsngu) waemsul srusih o mesy Goeney
Wt it s BEEHTIEh susthmunen wemb Glsramn. sushsib Gl g
Gevafiuf wengl aunphgidsst. @eod@und asiug soy S1E0SSTRIETMLITED
HiEenn) Heneotam ant_ 1010 1 Fghsiban Baugnumb, aaGa mGriunelas aumigh
Gandsaish Ghad segaflulal usmipw emaitaaien Caapal et LM DELILLD
ssogafuie Apddssmenuph sueniEfmanenupd sualhbid FehFena  sumuleons
GeuaTulf Gowwugl aoawnGuemb Gawgiumormb, fF Gomeu ersimil auahmions
il (Fh.

STV NP B

B upmensin
Gunnt @ &L, o U SHansoaul

Gaghioed




R‘l#BY’ S

:r!}\ CATERING

020 8799 7180
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and many more other prestigious venues....

Unit 4, Walmgate Road, Perivale, Middlesex, UB6 7LH
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Message from the President of TSSA

It is great pleasure and privilege to send this
message to "VASNTHAM 2014" on behalf of TSSA
(UK) and we send our best wishes and congratulate
KHC OSA (U. K) for the success of this publication.

Our special thanks go to the Kokuvil Hindu college
Old student associations UK for providing continues support and assistance to
TSSA (UK) since its inauguration . Especially we say our big thanks for Mr Sri
Ranjan (founder member of TSSA (UK) and Mr. Kandeepan for their
commitment and time to bring our TSSA very successful,

We take this opportunity to invite you all for our Football festival on 5th of
May 2014 (Bank holiday-Monday) and our summer festival on 25/08/2014
Bank Holiday Monday.

We are pleased to say we will provide further support when we are able to do
so in the future.,

We wish you very success.
God Bless You All,
Kind Regards,

[/,’ r’f é/’;f 22T BTN

Edwin gunaratnam
President

TSSA (UK)
Celebrating 23rd Year




The largest importers, exporters wholesalers, retailers
and repairers of all Indian-Musical instruments in
U. K and Europe __ ¢
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31-33 The Green,Southall, Middlesex, UBZ 4AN
Tel: 020 8843 1411, 020 857159104
fax:020 8571 6105
binamusicals@btconnect.com

«*Free parking available
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KOKUVIL HINDU COLLEGE |

OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION (CANADA)
Garagallst @bhoid @eoapnf

LISMLPUL  IDTEIseNT SFMifsbiD (&Seim)
GTA Square, 5215 Finch Ave # 204, Toronto

Prasident
Mr M.V, Jeganathan

Home (418) 438-3440
Call (418) 414-3327

Vice Presidents
Mr R Mahendran
Home (416) 286-T03T

Mr_Rajs Mahendran
Homa [416) 315-8397

Secretary
Wi N Nageswaran
Hom (418) 200-6845

Asst. Secrolary
Mrs. N, Sevakumar
Homa (418) 283-1429

Treasuror
N M. Jeevaharan
Home (418) 283-2485

It is with great pleasure | send this message to KHC OSA (UK) branch
on their annual great event “VASANTHAM 2014",

Assl Treasuror
Mr. M. Ravichandran
Home (905) 4710806

Sports Secratary
Mr L Nagulendran
Home (418) 4390442

Our school’s Old Student Associations around the world, especially
those of you from the United Kingdom, Contribute a fair share in
carrying out the needs and being part of great achievement of our
Alma Mater. In that respect it is comforting to join hands together
with our OSA Canada. It is my hope that the future committees will
carry on with the passion we initiated and look forward to a close
relationship for years to come.

Arf & Cufture

Mrs M. Kugathas
Cell (218) 293.2851

Youth Affairs
Mr Y. Thavalingam
Home (416) 901-2632

Commitiee Mambers

Mrs.). Poopaiasingam

Home (416) 431-9929 On behalf of KHC OSA Canada, | would like to congratulate you and

wish you all a successful evening “VASANTHAM 2014".

Mrs.J. Pararajasingam
Home (418) 283-5265

Mr 5. Kuganendran
Home (205) 554-3308

Wr. E Elanko
Cell (416) B7T9-4052

Long Live Kokuvil Hindu College.

ir. Shan Mithianandan
Home (905) 472 5188

Patran
Mr & K Tharmendran
Home i416) 438-3021

MV Jeganathan

President

Auvditor
Mr 5. Kethesswaran

Sincerity Capocity Honesty Dbedience Ornderfingss Leoming
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Grocerles § Off Licence

142 Highi Streef South;
EasiiHam, London EG 3RV
Wines, BEers, Spirifs & Groceries:
Telephone: 020 8471 8285

Mobile: 07956227 138

BUV@naslinthe@n@nejchiNinme @]
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ner Tooting Road, 5. Plaza Parade.

London SW17 7EW 29-33, Ealing Road
Tel: 020 8767 3445 Middx. HAO 4YA
' Tel: 020 8903 090!

|rst Tamil Jewellew shap in UK

Syecialtse it 22 Gl White Gold, Plfinar
& 2 rwum”/uu ers,

N N,

Opening hours:
Monday to saturday;10.30am to 6.30pm
Sunday: 11.30am to 6.30pm
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Executive Committee 2013-14

Nanthagopan, N.

I

Rajahmaheswaran, R

Asst. Secretary Mr |Arunachalam. A

Asst. Treasurer Tharmarajah, V.

Asst. Sports Sec Mr Thivaharan, S

J Mr Kanagasundaram, S

Srlranjan S

m Sivanantharajah, N

r

F g

~

Committee Mefnﬁers

Dr |Arumugaraasah P

Mr |Sivarajah o

/@4,

K Gananharan
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ENGLAND

» Indian Musical Instruments

Veena Mirdangam Tavil Uduku Flutes Nathaswaram etc...
Violin Sexophone Keyboard Clarnet etc...

» Indian Music CD's DVD's & Books

Instrumental Vocal Dance Kirtan Fusion etc...

» Professional Repair Service

South and North Indian Musical Instruments
* Specialized in veena repair

DNenensH BHHU BenghHHmalsel, FRISH LbHHBHRIBET,

Fudser alfydsear, Gursivaibeny bl b Aubps
Msrenensonit. GHIL a0t alenesw wWhHPNDd Senmendhagl auNdhIHL
HHalsepd msCHTHH BUemTHanmsd HHhHHH SIUUBID.

J AS MUSICALS

u5|cals com

S

las Musicals Limited
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108-110, The Broadway, TWWWH

Southall, Midcdx

LBl 101 _ Teol:  +44(0O)20 SS571 9445
RN Fax: +44(0)20 S571 2866
e

Mol +44(OD)7DG729O013

Tuuitionmn School

Enhancing Potential
Providing a complete solution
for 11+ common entrance test
Key Stage-3 Science & Maths
by professional Tutors




Guaranteed savings ('r"i-,l

f h Wag, '
or your nome! RE"O W

Save money -or get ‘Double the Difference’ Price .---

Promise means you could benefit from: YONT cLus

v The UK’s cheapest Home Phone and Broadband
v The UK’s cheapest Mobile service
v The UK’s cheapest standard Gas and Electricity

@QOYYW®WE

For full details, Contact:
Authorised Distributor For The Utility Warehouse Disrount Club
maha sutha 0794 7471 529

HKandeepan: O7956340509
Sriranjan: O7841522514

Make money by helping
people save money!

v No stock to carry

v Products that everyone uses, every day
v Up-front bonuses

v Full or Part time

v On-going Commission

v Full training and support - free of charge
v British PLC, Listed on the London stock exchange

JOINING FEE NOW JUST £100

For full details, Contact:
Authorised Distributor For The Utility Warehouse Discount Club

Maha Sutha 0794 7471 529
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Proud Supporters nfTamll Spoarts in the UK

ol W -&r__,.u. ToEe o
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We provide a complete range of trophies and medals for all
vour school spoarts day and prize-giving awards. As woell as a
full "Follow-On' engraving service where we can collect,
engrave and return your annual trophies.

For all your guality sports eguipment, Trophies and for all
types of Engraving youwu can approach us with confidencsi!

Contact us om o
Tl rO2308H I7T222004
Mobile OFF771 GaE 257

If iv's anvthing to do with Trophies and Medals then we are
here to provide a friendly and courteous service

IS LUV IR A N C E BRC.‘.‘I'H:ERS LTD
We are a dynamic and highly competitive )

insurance brokerage with client focus at the core
of our business.

We represent our clients interests throughout,
ensuring that they get the best possible results
from their insuréers.

Just some of the areas we can help with include:
Motor insurance

Home buildings and contents insurance

Travel insurance

Commercial/Business insurance

Fleet insurance

Van insurance

Contact: Director

Liability insurance Mike MacKay

Shop and office insurance 51-53 The Green,
Landlord buildings and contents Insurance Southall UBZ 4AR,
Construction insurance United Kingdom

Motor trade insurance +44 20 8574 4656
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Scouts

On the occasion of the Seventieth Anniversary of the Kokuvil Hindu College Scouts, (8th Jaftna) it is
both a pleasure and an honour for me to express the congratulations and good wishes of the Scouts of
the United Kingdom to you as President of Scouts . I believe the Scouts has made a positive contribu-
tion to stability and progress of the school and to the world over the past seventy years, and that it has
the potential for even greater accomplishments in the years to come. | wish the Kokuvil Hindu College
Scouts well on this important day marking the Organization’s first seven decades, and [ wish it well in
all the years ahead.

Thank you.

The Scout Movement was founded by Baden-Powell (BP) in 1907. BP took 20 boys from a variety of
backgrounds to Brownsea Island in Poole Harbour for the first ever Scout Camp.

In 1916 younger boys were introduced to Scouting by the formation of Wolf Cubs (now Cub Scouts)
with a programme and organisation based on the Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling. Even today, the
leaders of the Cub Scout Pack are known by their “Jungle Names” such as Akela, Baloo and Bagheera.
In 2007, Scouting and Guiding together have over 38 million members in 216 countries. Scouting is

a worldwide youth movement with the stated aim of supporting young people in their physical, men-
tal and spiritual development, so that they may play constructive roles in society. Scouting began in
1907 when Robert Baden-Powell held the first Scouting encampment at Brownsea Island in England.
Baden-Powell wrote the principles of Scouting in Scouting for Boys (London, 1908), based on his earli-
er military books. Baden-Powell made a parallel movement for girls with his sister Agnes Baden-Pow-
ell.

The Boy Scout movement swiftly established itself throughout the British Empire soon after the pub-
lication of Scouting for Boys. The first recognized overseas unit was chartered in Gibraltar in 1908,
followed quickly by a unit in Malta. Canada became the first overseas dominion with a sanctioned
Boy Scout program, followed by Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Chile was the first country
outside the British dominions to have a recognized Scouting program. By 1910, Argentina, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, India, Malaya, Mexico, the Netherlands, Norway, Russia, Sweden,
and the United States had Boy Scouts. During the first half of the 20th century, the movement grew

to encompass three major age groups each for boys :Cub Scout(7-10 years old), Boy Scout(11-17),
Rover Scout(18 and up), and for girls: Brownie Guide(7-10), Girl Guide and Girl Scout(11-17), Rang-
er Guide(18+). But in majority of countries today girls and boys are in the same organisation. The
movement employs the Scout method, a program of informal education with an emphasis on practical
outdoor activities, including camping, woodcraft, aquatics, hiking, backpacking, and sports. The Scout
method is the informal educational system used by Scouting to achieve their goal, which is simply
stated by its founder Robert Baden-Powell as Scouts to become “healthy, happy, helpful citizens”. Scout
Method includes Scout Law and Scout Promise.

Widely recognized movement characteristic is the Scout uniform, by intent hiding all differences of
social standing in a country and making for equality. But, more important still, it covers differences

of country and race and creed, and makes all feel that they are members with one another of the one
great brotherhood”. The original uniform, still widely recognized, consisted of a khaki button-up shirt,
shorts, and a broad-brimmed campaign hat. Baden-Powell also wore shorts, because he believed that
being dressed like a Scout helped to reduce the age-imposed distance between adult and youth. Uni-
forms are now frequently blue, orange, red or green, and shorts are replaced by long trousers in winter,
and in areas where the culture calls for modesty.



Scouts ......contd,

Distinctive uniform insignia include the fleur-de-lis and the trefoil, as well as merit badges and other
patches. The fleur-de-lis (or fleur-de-lys) is a stylised design of an iris flower.Trefoil (from Latin trifoli-
um, “three-leaved plant”)is a graphic form composed of the outline of three overlapping rings.

The swastika was used as an early symbol by the British Boy Scouts and others. Swastika was added to
the Scout fleur-de-lis to symbolize good luck. In 1934, Scouters requested a change to the design be-
cause of the later use of the swastika by the National Socialist German Workers Party.

Since the inception of Scouting in the early 1900s, the movement has sometimes become entangled in
social controversies such as the civil rights struggle in the American South and in nationalist resistance
movements in India. Scouting was introduced to Africa by British officials as a way to strengthen their
rulé, but came to challenge the legitimacy of the British Empire as African Scouts used the Scout Law’s
principle that a Scout is a brother to all other Scouts to collectively claim full imperial citizenship. More
recently, Scouting organizations that do not allow the participation of atheists, agnostics, or homosexu-
als have been publicly criticized.

Local influences have also been a strong part of Scouting, By adopting and modifying local ideolo-
gies, Scouting has been able to find acceptance in a wide variety of cultures. In America, Scouting uses
images drawn from the U.S. frontier experience. This includes not only its selection of animal badges
for Cub Scouts, but the underlying assumption that American Indians are more closely connected with
nature and therefore have special wilderness survival skills which can be used as part of the training
program. By contrast, British Scouting makes use of imagery drawn from the Indian subcontinent,
because that region was a significant focus in the early years of Scouting. Baden-Powell’s personal
experiences in India led him to adopt Rudyard Kipling’s The Jungle Book as a major influence for the
Cub Scouts; for example, the name used for the Cub Scout leader-Akela ,is that of the leader of the wolf
pack in the book.

In 2007, Scouting and Guiding together have over 38 million members in 216 countries. Today at the
international level, the two largest umbrella organizations are:

» World Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM), for boys-only and co-educational organiza-
tions.

» World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS), primarily for girls-only organizations
but also accepting co-educational organizations. UK has 1 050 000 members of Scouts,so it is on the
6th place by the membership of Scouts: US is the first(10 100 000 members),Indonesia, India, Philip-
pines, Thailand,UK. At an international level Scouting perceives one of its roles as the promotion of
international harmony and peace. Various initiatives are in train towards achieving this aim including
the development of activities that benefit the wider community, challenge prejudice and encourage
tolerance of diversity. Such programs include co-operation with non-scouting organizations including
various NGOs, the United Nations and religious institutions.

“Duty to God” is a principle of Scouting, though it is applied differently in various countries. The Boy
Scouts of America (BSA) take a strong position, excluding atheists. The Scout Association in the Unit-
ed Kingdom requires adult leaders to implement the Association’s religious policy which, inter alia,
encourages members to belong to some religious body. Scouts Canada defines Duty to God broadly in
terms of “adherence to spiritual principles” and does not have a policy excluding non-theists.
N.A.Pirapaharan

President Scouts of Sri Lanka, 5.1 & SM.
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