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Apprection fromthe Director of ATI Jaffna

Iam much proud giving an appreciation to Mr.K.Sivaji, a well known
intellectual as grade -1 principal in the Jaffna peninsula. It is notable that his
contribution to the ATI-Jaffna for more than 10 years is highly appreciable. His foot
prints in the t1ield of English teaching are ever memorable &his dedication &interest in
the improvewent of the students are an exemplary for all lecturer especially the English

lectures in our institute.

I wish him a peaceful life in the future.

Mr. R.A. Thilagaratnam
Director of ATT Jaffna
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CREETINGS FROM THE PRINCIPAL OF JAFFRA
COLLEGE:

I consider it a privilege to be able to send this congratulatory message on
the retirement of a dynamic Principal Mr. Sivaji. 1 also send this as an
appreciation of the unique and excellent contribution he has made towards the
cause of education to a renowned institution in the North, the Skandavarodaya
College.

I came to know Mr. Sivaji well from 1990s. He was often
invited to our School as an experienced judge of repute for the
English Oratory Competitions. He always performed the task with
a high command and excellent standard of the language. He is a
famous and a very good teacher of English literature and he also
extends his services to other institutions.

He is a distinguished and loyal alumnus of our school. He
always attends our functions dutifully, and extends his support
willingly for the upliftment of students and the society in general. -

He became the Principal in 1997 and has held the reigns with
perseverance and braved through, dedication; endurance,
diplomacy, eadershipand fearless stance. His services are much
appreciated in upholding the noble tradition of shaping and
moulding the students courageously during these difficult times
for the betterment of the present generation.

[ am sure he will continue to be a blessing to many even after
he leaves the portals of his dear College.

‘NOEL. A. Vimalendren

Principal
Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai
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MR. K. SIVAII EMERITUS PRINCIPAL,
SKANDAVARODAYA COLLECE

After a colourful i innings in the field of education as a brilliant
‘teacher and administrator Mr. Sivaji has bid adieu on reaching his
retirement age. His long association with the college has imbibed
“SKANDA” as his own house. With this background and
approachable qualities, I can venture to state that his mature
experience will be an asset to the college for further development.

Mr. Sivaji is a calm personality and a silent listener. I have
never heard him criticize others. He is an outstanding person who
has spent his life for the welfare of the children. His fondness for
the English language often prompts him to speak a few words in
English at various functions. His will and desire to be of service to
others is hallmark to endear even a few of his critics. An
unassuming man with a selfless nature and simplicity, he has
enriched his image among parents, teachers, students and well
wishers. ' _

I have no doubt that age is immaterial and his evergreen
personality will be a tower of strength to promote higher education
and uplift SKANDA to educational glory.

May the blessings of the almighty be with him to lead a happy
and contented retired life.

S. Paramanathan.
~ FormerAsst. Secretary (JD.D.D. C)
- &UN.D.P.,Project Co-ordinator.
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Skandavarodaya College is hailing one of her noble Principals,

Mr. K. Sivaji People had faith in him and sent money to Skanda lavishly during
his period and helped him in various ways in his administration. This enabled
him to bring many desired changes. His personality was such that people
couldn't refuse anything requested by him for Skanda.

- Mr. K. Sivaji is honest, kind and courteous. He is continually
considerate, that is a true gentleman. His character helped him in
his achievements. His acts of kindness are numerous and my only
regret is that most of them go unrecorded.

I am fortunate to have had the opportunity to serve Skanda
under him. I gladly make use of this chance of giving this miessage
to salute a rare personality and express my high esteem of him.

May God bless him and his family with every thing gbod and
desirable. :

Mrs. V. Lalashmawaw
Former Deputy Principal.
Skandavarodaya College.
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YOU THE GREATEST

Ohl You the Greatest,

As the best teacher of English

Still how a fresh memory I have

Sure IamIbrought you, the Greatest,

And broke the barriers

. Inthe teaching of English in Skanda.
Witnessed I you grow and blossom!
WitnessedI Skandagrow and blossom!
With the growth and glory

Youwent to the upmost

With smiles and joy got the post,

As the Principal of Skanda.

Air of Skanda freshened always

By your tongue of English.

Soil of Skanda nourished always

By yeur nutritious thoughts of bliss.

All the Skandavarodayans march forward!
"The First Orator"is the first

At the marching!

All the Skandavarodayans march forward
You the second Orator

At the marching!

All we know the truth

Men may come and go

But men of words and deeds ' '
Forever livewithus!

~ Among our ever flowering Skandavarodayans
With everlansting thousands and thousands of memories
Oh!You the Greatest. Sivaji

I pray and continue to pray
The goddess, Serani Amman

Foryour future prospects of life S. Mahendran

Vice Principal
Skandavarodaya College
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Mr. K. Sivaji: A devoted principal with a memorable
contribution to Skanda.
On behalf of the Old Students' Association of UK, I wish to express my
sentiments on the splendid service rendered by Mr. Sivaji who served as the
Principal of Skandavarodaya College for the past 11 years.

In this regard, I wish to primarily make note of the fact that at
a time when English as a subject in the school curriculum showed a
waning trend, having had Mr. Sivaji as the Principal with special
qualifications in English Literature enhanced its teaching and
learning process at Skanda and hence showed a waxing trend in
English. This undoubtedly had desired effects, With English
deemed a doorway to success in the wider world, he proved to be
an asset in the system, a contribution he made for well over a
decade at Skanda. Ifervently hope that the void to be created by
his departure would be taken over by those who served during his
tenure.

Besides this specific strength that he provided, he had the
arduous task to steer Skanda alongside the persistent ethi.ic strife
and the resultant war. If not for such constraints, Mr. Sivaji's
efforts would have taken greater strides and proved to be far more
fruitful in developing the school.

Moreover, he was always conscious of the roots of the
school. The erection of statues to honore the founder, the late S.
Kandiah Upathiyayar and for the late Dr. S. Subramaniam who
served as the Manager for long, bears testimony to this outlook
woven into this line of thinking he honored his predecessors who
through their untiring efforts made significant contributions and
brought fame to Skanda. With the view to honoring them and to
keep their memories alive with the generations to follow, he
'started a program me of holding memorial lectures and invited
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distinguished men and women to deliver it. The two series now on-
going are those in honour of Orator C. Subramaniam who served as
Principal for a very long period of eighteen years from'1944 to 1962,
a period regarded by many as the golden era of Skanda when the
school was in the limelight being raised to super grade status during
his tenure and the other for Mr. V. Sivasubramaniam who served as a
~ Vice-Principal for long and was Principal for seven years after
- Orator Subramaniam. [ wish to add that Mr. Sivaji is a true devotee
of Skanda for, he was responsible for building a temple for Skanda
which now fronts the school. May I conclude by stating that, his
contribution to the school had a much wider spectrum and I have
only made modest references to some of the bench-marks of his
achievements. | |

[ am confident that the void to be created by Mr. Sivaji's
retirement would be made good by those amongst the eminent men
now on the staff who have been very supportive to. Mr. Sivaji and
provided strength in running the school. 1 wish Mr. Sivaji a
productive, happy, healthy and long retired life.

Prof (Dr) P. Puvanarajan
President, Old Students’ Association Uk.
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AGE

Orator Subramaniam

“When a man falls into his anecdotage it is a sign for him to retire”
Benjamin Disraeli.
“Age is a question of mind over matter. If you don't mind, it doesn't matter.
Dan Anyoncan.
“Get old. All you have to dois tolive long enough.
) Groucho Marx.-
“Reminiscences make one feel sodeliciously aged and sad.”
George Bernard Shaw.
“The greatest problem of old age is the fear that it may go on too late
A.J.P. Taylor.

Some of my friends who are younger but who are not keeping good health
wanted to know the secret of my old age | replied that I have always liked others to be
happy “acb@surmid @emybnliues oisml Cabmraimd SinfiGwesr uyTLrGw” a6
sruorensuflel eurThHenssensnly siubiiGersit. I have enjoyed the good will and
affection of a large number of people and that is the secret of my long life. Of course
my wife has been looking after me very well. The family ties are strong. My children
and grand children all love me and that is one thing that is keeping me alive in this old
age in spite of my ill health. Another reason is moderation. I have taken liquor, I have
indulged in parties and all sorts of mischief but moderation has been the key note of
my life. One thing I learnt early in life is at the end of each day look over what you
have done during the last twenty four hours and find out what you have done right
and what you have done wrong. Since no man can escape or hide anything from his
own conscience, he could hide his actions from all others butnot from himself. At
the end of reach day bring an assessment - draw a balance sheet of all the actions. Feel
extremely sorry for the bad things done and decide not to re peat them. Of course it is
not always that I carried out that determination not to repeat but it has helped me to
increase the number of good deeds and lessen the number of bad deeds. So
moderation and self examination has helped me to live long.

I laugh not at another’s loss;

I grudge not at another's pain

No worldly waves my mind can toss;

My state at one doth still remain:

I fear no foe, I fawn no friend;

I loathe not life, nor dread my end. (Sir Edward Dyer)
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God has saved me from difficulties at several times. Thrice He rescued me
from certain death. Once when swimming in the Kalawewa spill, a strong current
dragged me into  a culvert on the road over which the water was flowing. This
- culvert was not visible. As the water sucked me into the culvert, I implored Murugan
for help. He came to  my rescue. A cable tied along the road at that point came to my
hands and I clutched at it. The cable sagged and my whole body but my head was
inside the culvert. My hands were shivering and my impulse was to let go my hands
and come out the other side of the culvert. Fortunately I held on or else the current
would have dashed me against the rocks inside the culvert and they would not have
recovered my body for days. I held on for a few moments praying all the time. My
brotherin law, Vijayaratnam, overseer at Kekirawa and two others who were bathing
alittle distance away came along the road and pulled me out. The Kalawewa tank is
one of the biggest in Ceylon with a bund about sixty feet high and a circumference of
nearly thlrty six miles.

v - One night Vidvan Arumugam, two other teachers and I were returning to
school after attending a meeting. It was raining. Suddenly there was a burst of
thunder and lightning and the lightning struck our car. It stunned us and for a moment
thought that the others were dead. Then we recovered and realised we were all alive.
Vidvan in his ecstasy sang some soul stirring song in praise of Nallur Kanthan. Four
palmyrah trees standing by the road had taken the lightning and we were saved.

God has been a living presence in my life. I am witness to His many acts of
mercy. I am sure that my old puplls and their families will have abiding trust in
Him.

steorpid Serud QUGG Swedlleormed
Seorp sTHESH Flererqold GrRISIL

loeoT(Dy ermiTOlR WM™ euresr Loid
Blerp GG BHleoall 2_e0t&60mid.
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Random Thbughts.

: Orator Subramaniam.

(London 1988)

The Editor of the Tamil Times has honoured me by inviting me to write and,
though I am in indifferent health, I am bound to accede to his request, as I feel that the
Tamil Times has a very important place in the life of the Tamil community in the
United kingdom, giving them and the world outside, correct and authenticated
accounted accounts of what is happening in our country and publishing the views of
eminent men on some of our current problems. In fact I have found more detailed and
up-to-date information about the killings and destruction there, than what I have been
able to know when I was in Jaffna. I wish that, with the cooperation of the people, its
usefulness is enhanced by being made a weekly at an early date.

I belong to a generation that has almost passed away. As Sir Bedivere
cried out to King Arthur when he was being taken away by the Ladies of the Lake,
“The days darken around me, and I, the last, go forth companionless, among new men,
strange faces, other minds” (quoting from memory), I too find myself among a
generation with ‘other minds', separated from it in many matters, especially in
ideologies. To offer advice is the prerogative of old age, however gratuitous it may be,
and I hope my friends will forgive me for my views on some matters.

I do not know how many of our people are living and working here but,

meeting friends and talking to them, I find almost all the people I know,(and my life
has spanned many generations) or their children or grand children are here. in a way
the whole of Jafna seems to be here, leaving it to the 'Boys' there to fight it out. In the
euphoria that naturally flows from a happy life, there is always a tendency to be
complacent and neglect vital issues, some of which I wish to place before you.
The Tamil Community will not integrate with the British, nor is it desirable. They
cannot lose their identity. They have fled their homes as their identity was in danger.
To retain their identity they have to preserve their language and their culture. Their
children should not be cut off from their cultural moorings. -

_ ~ There is a strong belief among many parents that the language of
conversation in the home should be English and they converse with their children'in
that language, otherwise, they think, that their children's proficiency in English would
be poor. This is a fallacy. In the school, in their extra-curricular activities and in their
dealings outside the home, they have to speak in English and this is quite enough to
give them fluency in that language. Besides, mastery of a language is not the main
thing in a child's education. It is knowledge of the subject of study which is all
important. Did your parents dear reader, speak to you in your home in English? Have
you lost anything by your parents not doing this? Have you and your contemporaries
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not done very well coming here and taking up a job? I have seen many of our children
who are unable to speak in Tamil. This is a tragedy and you are perpetrating a virtual
~ genocide, I would therefore earnestly request parents, who are not doing so now, to
speak to their children in Tamil.

. English Education in Jaffna.

K.L.Ramanan.
Asst.Registrar,
University of Jaffna

1. Introduction

This article intends to trace the history of learning and teaching of
English and the present status of it in Jaffna. Jaffna people were proud of
being the first receivers of formal education from the colonial masters in this
country. Prof. Sivathamby says “We ‘came to English through our historical
experience as a ‘colony' and subsequently English as a window to the modern
world of technology and communication”. '

Jaffna has always valued education. Education according to the British,
-~ took place in schools with the western curricula and those were encouraged
by the government in order to produce educated work force. English was the
key to the unexplored world of prosperity for the 'colonised'.

2.. EarlyDays

The American missionaries were the pioneers of English education
“providersin Jaffna and in Sri Lanka as well. Boarding schools were established
for both sexes at Tellipalai, Vaddukoddai, Uduvil, Pandaterrippu and Manipay
between 1817 to 1823. Pupuils in the Boarding schools received instructions
in both English and Tamil. These schools created a great passion for English
Education in Jaffna. In 1823 there were more than 105 boys and 28 girls at
these Boarding schools.

A prospectus issued by the missionaries under the title of ‘College for
- the literary and religious instruction of Tamul and other youth' said this “... of
the former (105 boys and girls) more than twenty are already able to read,,
and more or less imperfectly to speak, the English Language”. American
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missionaries in Jaffna proposed, in 1823, to found a “College for Tamul and
Other Youth®. Its leading object was “to give native youth of good promise, a
thorough knowledge of the English language®, because English would open
them the treasures of European sciences and literature and bring fully before
the mind the evidences of Christianity. Another objective of the college was to
teach through the medium principally of the English. It was designed to teach
the sciences usually studied in the colleges of Europe and America. It was
proposed to deliver the public lectures principally in English with suitable
~ explanations in the native language (Tamil).

The founders had in view not only the raising up of competent
~ preachers of Christianity and mission agents but also well educated citizens,
Christians, and non-Christians, who would serve the government and society
as interpreters, translators and English teachers in the work of the uplift of the
country.

A Central school was started in July 1823, and most advanced pupils

were selected from the ,
Boarding Schools and were brought together at Vaddukoddai. Revd.Daniel
~ Poor, M.A. was appointed Principal and Mr.Gabriel Tissera, a well qualified
Tamil, was made English and Tamil Tutor. Forty eight boys of good caste and
promise were admitted the first year after passing a satisfactory admission
examination in English and Tamil. By the-end of 1824 these students perfected
their knowledge in English, Grammar, Arithmetic, Translation, Readlng and
writing.

A medical school and clinic was established in 1820 at Pandaterrippu
by Dr. John Scudder of New York. In 1824 a school for girls was started in
Uduvil which was the first Asian boarding school for girls.

In 1826 a report on the performance of the pupils of the Vaddukoddai
school in the use of English, was printed. It said that considering the fact that
the pupils began their study of English late in life and acquired it principally
from books, the progress they made was very remarkable, especially as they
prosecuted studies at the same time in the high or poetic dialect of their own
language.

The College was named as American Mission Seminary in 1827. During
1927-1835 the seminary developed further. There were two courses of study,
English and Tamil. The English course occupied two thirds of the school time
and the Tamil Literature the remainder.

Five English Medium Schools were opened in 1832 throughout
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Ceylon. By 1848 the colony had 60 English schools with 2714 pupils.

~ Dr.Samuel Fiske Green founded the Hospital in Manipay in 1850 and
trained more than fifty doctors and translated several medical books into
Tamil.

The education provided in Jaffna was very high and Sir Emerson
Tennent, the British colonial secretary of Ceylon wrote in his book 'Christianity
in Ceylon', published in 1850 as follows: “... the collegiate institution of
Batticotta is entitled to rank with many European Universities”. The calibre of
higher education in the Vaddukoddai seminary was of such esteem, that,
when the University of Madras was established in 1855, the first batch of
students were invited from the seminary and RAo Bahadur
C.W.Thamotherampillai became the first graduate of Madras University with
B.A.and B.L. degrees.

The first Tamil news paper and the second English news paper in
Ceylon, the Morning Star was published in Manipay in 1848. This weekly
bilingual was firstedited by the Tamil Scholar Mr. Henry Martyn.

The College magazine, the Jaffna College Miscellany, was first
published in 1879 by the alumni association of the college. J.V.Chelliah
seemed to have obtained sources for his valuable book ‘A Century of English
Education' from the Jaffna College Miscellany. J.V.Chelliah's work covered the
period 1823-1923, and it was only around the Jaffna College.

" The best schools in the island were in the Jaffna peninsula. The
. American missionaries supported education as means to convert students.
Jaffna Tamils used education to move into the English speaking occupations
~ inthe government, in private sector, and the professions.

“The pinnacle of Jaffna Education in the first half of the century(19")
was the Batticotta (Vaddukoddai) Seminary, which provided a University-level

education for its graduates™, says Patrick Peeble in his book '"The History of Sri
Lanka'.

Colleges like Jaffna Central, St.Patrick's, St. John's, Chundikuli Girls',
Heartley, St.Henry's were some of the leading English Education providing

Christian schools in Jaffna in the 19" century, along with Jaffna College and
Uduvil Girls' College. There were some more convent schools which engaged in the
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English education.
3.  Indigenous Efforts

~ Arumuga Navalar, the Hindu revivalist in the 19" century studied in one
of these schools (Jaffna Central) and gained very good knowledge in English which
enabled him to translate the Holy Bible. Later he started advocating for the
establishment of English schools of Hindu environment.

The indigenous schools were not eligible for grants from the
government of Ceylon at first because they did not offer the western subjects
that were considered secular. The government of Ceylon began to aid
Buddhist and Hindu schools after 1880. Hindus in Jaffna opened schools in
competition with missionary schools, and educated more students.

By 1880s and 1890s many Hindu philanthropists of Jaffna have started
schools and taught English as many pupils were attracted by the English
education in the mission schools. Arumuga Navalar, Sir Pon.Ramanathan,
Hindu Board Rajaratnam, Taylor Thuraiyappapillai, Kandiah Upathiyayar,
Handy Perinpanayagam were some of the welknown educationist in the first

half of the 20" century. Most of them started schools and found many eminent
teachers of English even from India to give quality English Education.

Arumuga Navalar thought deeply of the English Education of Jaffna
and advocated to provide education to poor students, of course as a means of
preventing them from the conversion to Christianity. Pasupathi Chettiar
founded the Jaffna Hindu College in 1890 and Kandiah Upathiyayar founded
Kandarodai English School in 1894 which was to be renamed as
Skandavarodaya College later. Sir Pon.Ramanathan founded Ramanathan
College for girlsin 1913 and Parameswara College for boys in 1916.

Hindu Board of Education was founded by Sir Pon.Ramanathan, to
provide education to all in a Hindu environment. Hindu Board Rajaratnam
founded hundreds of schools throughout the island.

In the first half of the 20" century, the local teachers of English were mostly

the products of the mission schools and the schools founded by the local
philanthropists were mostly Hindu schools.
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Handy Perinpanayagam , Hensman, Nevin Sellathuurai(J.H.C),
A.R.Rajaratnam, V.M.Asaipillai (J.H.C), C.Sabaratnam(J.H.C),
N.Sabaratnam(J.H.C), E.Mahatheva(J.H.C), T.T.Jeyaratnam(Mahajana),
~ Panchadcharam (Urumpirai), Shakespeare Nagalingam (Kokuvil), Orator
Subramaniam (Skanda), Vijayaratnam (Skanda), A.J.Canagaratna (St.Patrick's)
were some of the well known English teachers of Jaffna around whom
thousands of students have green memories of learning English. Some of
them were very competent in translation and parallel interpretation.

There were many teachers brought from abroad to teach, especially
English in the schools of Jaffna. The Christian schools brought American and
British teachers, and some of the schools which employed these teachers
were Heartley College, Jaffna College, Uduvil Girls' College, St.Henry's
College, Jaffna Central College, StPatrick's College, StJohn's, Driberg's
College, Chundikuli Girls's college and some convent schools.

The Hindu Schools like Jaffna Hindu College, Urumpirai H.C,
~ Chavakacheri H.C., Kokuvil H.C., Manipay H.C., Skanda and Mahajana brought
~_teachers from India. Some of them were Venkatraman,Narasimmann, lyengar,
Subramaniya lyer. All these teachers were brought before 1960s when the
school management had the power to recruit teachers to. maintain high
quality in Education. During and after 1960s teachers were recruited by the
government from the local people who obtained English qualification from
Indian universities or the Teachers' Training Colleges in Sri Lanka. Till 1967
English medium education was provided to school children. This was
dramatically stopped by the government. The Official Language Act of 1956,
~abolished the usage and prominence of English at the government
departments. -

4.Present Day

_ English teachers of Jaffna prove their qualification by reading for
English literature by external degree mode offered by the University of Jaffna.
They prepare for the examinations at a personal level or with the Jaffna
College's Technical Institute's Undergraduate Unit which functions at the
heart of the Jaffna town and some other private institutions of higher studies.
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University of Jaffna provides two study programmes in English at the
degree level for internal students. They are Special degree in English offered
by the Department of Linguistics and English. The department also offers
English as a subject for general degree programme. The other programme is
the recently introduced three years programme in English Language -
Teaching (ELT) offered by the ELTC. The number of those who read English as
internal student have been within twenty five, while the number of external
students outnumber the internal students with a very few resource persons to
teach. Most of the external candidates for degree programme with English as
a subject are Trained teachers in English or those who have successfully
completed National Diploma in English (NDE) offered by the Advance
Technical Institute (AT!) in Thirunelvely.

At another level, Technical Coliege Kokuvil offers National Certificate
in English for Communication. Those who pass this course have the prospect
of joining the NDE course at ATI.

Some of those who have obtained degrees,. have read for MA. in
English by correspondence mode and this shows the level of interest shown
by the Jaffna people in learning English.

Schools of Jaffna provide different levels of opportunities to the
students to converse in English. But they are minimal and mostly restricted
within the scope of the text books and exam oriented. Once a year a handful
of students prepare for English Day competitions at the school level and - a
very few of them are able to go to the zonal, district, provincial and national
level competitions. Once again some schools have started English medium
instructions now and some of them are found successful.

Very recently Jaffna got an International School which offers English
Medium education and the number of students enrolled in this school shows
the realization of the need for the English education by the people in Jaffna.
The curriculum is supposed to prepare for the London O/L and A/L
Examinations. The Humedica International School in Manipay is the one we
talk about now. The pupils are proscribed from speaking Tamil inside the
school premises. The school is hopeful of providing efficient speakers of
English.
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5.Conclusion

The Jaffna peninsula has about two hundred years of English
education. Earlier Jaffna’s elite and the westernized people became a class of
people with a highly literary education.They were extensively using English at
home and outside. Later English was used at schools, offices of the
government and private sectors and seats of higher learning.

Most of the Jaffna people never used English at home. Those who used
English at home earlier were mostly Christians who lived in areas like
Chundikuli, Uduvil, Tellipalai, and Vaddukoddai. Nowadays those who use
English at work are mostly the N.G.O workers who interact with foreign
citizens in the offices. Aanother set of people who could speak in English are
some of the academics of the university and those who read for masters
degrees abroad. Yet there are a very few number of locals who are fluent
speakers of English.

Those who learnt English gained knowledge not through real life
contexts but through the books. Shakespearean plays were used as
pedagogic tools of teaching English Language to Lankan students. English of
Jaffna people had been grammatically strong and there were-many people
- who were well-versed in English, though they didn't use it in the practical life
context. |

Considering the 200 years of English Education in Jaffna, we are in the
lower steps of the ladder of development. The outside world expands swiftly
with the modern sciences and technology. Jaffna people shall grow on par
with it. Open the window with the key of English and let the air come in.
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DIFFICULTIES OF PRONUNCIATION

The student of spoken English or any other spoken language is
faced at the outset difficulties of five kinds in the matter of pronunciation. They are as

follows:
Difficulty No. 1 He must learn to recognize readily and with certainty the various

speech sounds occurring in the language, when he hears them pronounced; he must
moreover learn to remember the acoustic qualities of those sounds.

Difficulty No. 2 He must learn to make the foreign sounds with his own organs of
speech. ’

Difficulty No. 3 He must learn to use those sounds in their proper places in connected

spe,ech.

Difficulty No. 4 He must learn the proper usage in the matter of the 'sound attributes'

or'properties' as they are often called especially length, stress, and voice pitch.

Difficulty No. 5 He must learn to use cantenate sounds; i.e. to join each sound of a
sequence on to the next and to pronounce the complete sequence rapidly and without
stumbling.

Difficulty No. 6 The sixth kind of difficulty is confronted by the student who wishes
to become proficient in the written as well as the spoken language. He has to learn the
shapes to the conventional letters and the relations between the conventional
orthography and the pronunciation.
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HOW TO SURMOUNT THE DIFFICULTIES OF
PRONUNCIATION.

Difficulty No. 1
It is a matter of ear,training or more accurately cultivation of the auditory memory.
No one can hope to be a successful linguist ﬁnless he has a good ear. If his ear is
insensitive by training and if his ear is good by nature, it can be made still better by
training. The possession of a good ear, he will be able to tell weather he pronounces
the fo‘reign sounds correctly or not. A good ear helps him to understand the language
readily when spoken by natives, be recognizes words instantly, and does not mistake
one word for another. The possession of a good ear involves,

1. Theability to discriminate between sounds.

‘2. Theability to remember the acoustic qualities of foreign sounds.

3. Theability torecognize foreign sounds with ease4 and certainty.

To cultivate a good linguistic ear requires systematic practice in
listening for sounds. There is only one effective exercise for this
purpose, namely, dictation of isolated sounds and meaningless words
by a teacher who can pronounce the foreign sounds accurately. The
v pupils should write down these sounds and words phonetically. If he
- makes a mistake in his transcription, it shows that he has confused one

sound with another. The teacher will in this case repeat the two sounds
" anumber of times in order to impress on the pupils mind the difference
of acoustic quality. ‘

DifﬁcultyNo. 2

It is a matter of gymnastics of the vocal organs. In order to learn to form the speech
sounds of a foreign language, the student has to learn to put his tongue, lips and other
pafts of the organs of speech in to certain definite positions or to perform with them
certain actions. He will learn to make such sounds with the greatest accuracy and in
the shortest time if he is told precisely when to do with his organs of speech and he is
given, as far as may be necessary, exercise which help him to carryout the
_ instructions. |
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Difficulty No. 3

Requires a very different treatment. The student has to learn what is
the appropriate order in which to place the sounds so as to make
intelligible words and sentences. This is a matter of memorizing. The
task of learning to remember what is the appropriate sequence of
sounds to use in any given word or sentences is greatly facilitate by the
use or phonetic transcription. Phonetic transcription may be defined as
an unambiguous system or representation of sound' order appeals to
the visual memory and this assists the auditory memory. It must be
borne in mind that phonetic transcriptions are valueless to students
who have not learnt to form the sounds which the phonetic letters
represent.

Difficulty No. 4 _

Concerns certain characteristics which sounds and syllables have
relative to other sounds and syllables in the sentence. In particular the
student will generally be able to pronounce correctly in the matter of
length stress and pitch, if accurate information as to the foreign usuage
in regard to these matters is supplied to him. Sometimes it is better
conveyed by marks in the phonetic transcriptions. But the main
difficulty in connection with them is to bear in mind again it is a

- question of memory.

" Difficulty No. 5

Must be carefully distinguished from all the proceedings. It sometimes
happens that a student can pronounce isolated sounds correctly,
knows what sequence of sounds to use in a given word or sentence,
and knows the necessary details in regard to length, stress and pitch
but stumbles over the sound sequences. He has not acquired facility in
passing from one sound to another and he cannot always say
sequences of sounds repaid land with out stumbling. In other words he
Cannot cantenate properly: Ability to cantenate sounds or to
pronounce sequences of sounds with rapidity and without stumbling
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can be cultivated by continued repetition of such sounds sequences as
present difficulty. The required sequences must be pronounced at first
slowly and then with gradually increasing the speed. It is worse than
useless to try to say words fast or to attempt catenation exercises until
the individual sounds have been thoroughly mastered.

Gleanings on speech

1. The foundation of a living language is the spoken and not the written form.
The corner  stone of our language building must be the speech lesson.
- A. W Frisby
2. Speech is always available since it is produced by the human body without
any tool; it fills the entire space around the speaker, goes around obstacles and
thus does not require a direct line of connection with the hearer.
John Lots
“Psycholinguistics™
3. To attempt a cure of speech defects the teacher must have an exact
knowledge of the formation of the speech sounds. He must have a sufficiently
trained ear to be able to recognize what the wrong sound is and he must be
able to make the wrong as well as the right sound.
-Dr.Ide .C.Word

“Defects of Speech”
4. Distinct speech is not necessarily slow speech But one of the commonest faults
in the quick speech of pupils learning English is unnatural pauses between words.

Prof.E.V. Gatenby
5. Broadly speaking a reasonably correct speech flow is more important for
intelligibility than correct sounds.

-W.S.Allen .

6. Speech is in one sense a wonderful byproduct of the physiologically
necessary process of breathing.

Prof.R.H.Robins.
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7. Speech is an extremely complex and ever-shifting network of adjustments
tendmg towards the desired end of communication.

- E.Sapir -
Speech is the ground work, all the rest is built up from it.

8. Fluency increases with practice.

Fluent speaking is by no means fast speaking, listeners must understand
fluently and a good speaker has his audience in mind. The most important aid to
fluency is the correct use of the neutral or ‘obscure' vowel and the weak forms of
the words.

-E.L.Tibbitts.
9. Above all, try to ensure from the very beginning that the English sentences are
spoken at a normal speed. Undue slowing down of the speed of speech makes
English very unnatural and makes it impossible to keep the stresses and the tune
in their normal.
-D.H Stell.
_ “Language teaching is the new education”.
10. Five minutes of pronunciation practice daily is much more effectlve than an
occasional stretch.
-Dr.W.R Lee.
11. The highest purpose of pattern practice is to dwell on the meaning of
communication than on the mechanics of grammar.
Prof.C.C. Fries.
12. Many students are too much influenced by writing when they try to speak a
foreign language. They transfer the written words, one by one into speech in a
laborious and unnatural manner. Remember that no one else can change your
pronunciation for you. You alone can carry it out.
Prof.Gurrey
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Human memory and related teaching techniques
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Mrs. K. Sivaji [ B.A (Hons)],

: | M. in English, PGD in Ed, Dip.in.ELT
Lecturer in English Language
E.L.T.C University of Jaffna

‘ According to Huffman Verney and Williams, (1987)
(Psychology in Action), the human have at least three different kinds of
memory. They are called sensory memory, short term memory and
" long term memory. The monitoring process of the brain oversee the
flow of information and direct memory operations. These monitoring
processes help us to keep track of our memories and make our learning
- effective in a unique pattern. The function of the memory is that it
occurs within a sensory modality while incoming messages are being
- transmitted to the brain. The short term memory is related to the
memory of current thoughts. It is said that short term memory can hold
about seven items and store them for about thirty seconds. It the items
in a list exceeds seven (for eg 15 or twenty) the pattern of forgetting is
characteristic and instructive” (Steven H.Mc Donough Psychology in
foreign language teaching 1986 p-61) He says that the early items and
the late items (position in the list) are recalled best. However its
capacity can be increased by using the teaching techniques like
Chunking, contextualizing etc. It is called the maintenance rehearsal
‘and can retain information at this stage. It is pointed out that during the
storage process between short term memory and long term memory
the way information is processed affects its ability to be retrieved from
long term memory. Steven Mc Donough points out another concept that
is the working memory or speech processing memory. Most of the
work on short term memory involve recalling lists and arrays of
independent items. As soon as there is connection between items there
exists redundant information.

36



Long term memory on the other hand is a more
pefmanent memory where information and ideas are stored for future
use. The long term memory where the facts and their relation to one
another is stored is called semantic memory. Specific events are
stored in long term memory called episodic memory. Thus the long
term memory is organized into sub divisions (categories) which form a
" real net work in our brain. When retrieving an item there are several |
'Path ways' within the net work that lead to that information. Any how
stored memories are not always retrievable. The term 'retrieval means
getting information out of long term memory. Recognition and recall
are the two types of retrieval. Researchers through various studies,
showed that memory can be modified so that the retrieval process can
" be made accurate.

When a person studies large amounts of
information without rest, he would forget most of the information.
When study sessions are with rest periods in between it will minimize »
forgetting. When forgetting is considered, there are different theories
~such as the interference theory the decay theory, the motivated |
forgetting theory and retrieval failure theory. The interference theory
of forgetting says that memories can be forgotten because of proactive
or retroactive interference. (Proactive interference of previously
learned items) retroactive interference of newly learned items). This
is the reason for the several position effect. The decay theory states
that memory deteriorates as time passes. The motivated forgetting
theory states that the painful, threatening and embarrassing things are
always forgotten. The retrieval failure theory claims that the items
stored in long term memory have never been forgotten but at times
those items may not be accessible. '

Sometimes memories are state dependent. When
people are in a state similar to that in which the learning took placeitis
easier to remember that particular item learned. These aspects are
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considered crucial in pedagogic activities. Another important matter is
about the effective strategies which are used to remember items
better. Mnemonic devices (peg word mnemonic system-memorize a
set of visual images of objects to represent numbers) m‘ethod_ of loci
(the dévice was developed by early Greek and Roman orations- the
orators imagine the parts of their speeches being attached to physical
places) and method of word association are some of the examples for N
mnemonic memory system. _

The organizational and constructive view of
memory and implications from such a view play crucial roles in
language teaching and testing.

Receiving processing storing and retrieving

Both sensory memory and short term memory are
like tape recorders that replay information exactly. But transfer into
~long term memory changes the form. During the course of
consolidating and storing the item in long term memory, the exact
wording has been lost. Determining the meaning of the materials

involves one type of memory and to know when and whére we learnt
" that item involves another type of memory. The first type is called
semantic memory. Semantic memory is a type of long term memory
‘where ba large number of items are stored like in an encyclopedia. The
second type is called episodic memory which contains when and where
a specific event occurred. Events which are important to us are called
land mark events. (Eg. Entering the university getting married, having
a baby etc.)
- These land mark events help us to search our
- memory back ward or forward and from these events we can locate
other events in episodic memory. '

The returning of LTM information to STM is called
retrieval. One is said to be having a good memory when he or she in
able to retrieve information stored in LTM. We need stimuli which
- begin a retrieval process. These stimuli are called 'cues' A smell of -

38



perfume can trigger a group of memories that seem to appear out of
nowhere. According to Ebbinghaus (A pioneer memory researcher) we
often have some memory for item we have learned even when we seem
to have forgotten them completely. Another point is that when thinking
is left unfinished, the brain will keep working on it unconsciously until
an answer is obtained. This is called by psychologists the Zeugmatic
effect'.

It was believed that STM is like a wet cement and
LTM a hardened cement. But, memories in STM are indeed fragile and
can be erased. However LTM is also gets altered as well. Research has

revealed that the memory can be changed after the original memory is

stored in LTM. That convinces researchers that LTM can be modified
rather than being with permanent records. This research was
conducted by Loftus and Loftus in 1980.

There are exceptional memories too. Some people
are able to remember things like in a photograph. The scientific name
for such memory is “eidetic imagery” They are able to quote a
sentence with the page number and the line number.

A language teacher who posses a clear knowledge
about “memory” can use certain techniques to teach the students. The

~ vocabulary items in the second language need to be placed in a

framework which is “faithful to the aspects of meaning coded in the
new language. (Mc Donough 1986) That is to say new vocabulary
items should be introduced in relation to other items within the same
field of meaning or cluster. When there is méaning relation they can be
used as aids to recall. “Mind map” technique is another useful
technique which can be incorporated in the teaching process as a recall
aid. During teaching sessions, the short term memory of the students
activates and then after getting a good feed back from the teacher, it
will be stored in the long term memory.

When information is tagged for filling in long term
storage, the meaning of the item is more important than its exact
physical form. If it is not properly pointed out, becomes a re—arranged
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memory. Sometimes the item becomes altered. The reason for why an
altered version is stored is that during our analysis of information, we
make assumption. These assumption occupy short term memory for a
while and are filed along with the information being analyzed. This can
be the reason fer the students writing altered version of the taught
items.

The knowledge of 'memory' thereby becomes
mevxtable to teachers of every field. Making use of it in every possible
way would definitely make 'teaching and learning' a successful
venture. |
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