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English Stories






Loneliness

It was a sunny day.

| got up very late. All the people in the house left
home for work.

Phone was ringing. | am not in the mood to attend the
phone call. Just looked at the phone and laughed
slightly.

| stood up from the bed and looked through the window.

There are many people walking here and there to do
their duties. There was a man, selling some old books
down the street. He had lost his legs in the Second

191



World War, but he stands with confidence like never

before.

I went to the bathroom with so many thoughts. That
man’'s image repeatedly came to mind. He disturbs
me for some reason. His confident in life after he
lost his legs, amused me a lot. Bathroom, a place
where anybody can sing or think freely. Most of the

time | have used it as a crying zone.

Would you believe me, if | said my life as made up of
unexpected events? My UK journey was not my
decision. | was forced to travel to UK. My uncle, who
always ruled me in the house took the decision and

send me here.

My uncle influenced my life a lot. His decision whatever
it was, was accepted by everyone in the family without

any questions.
[ never had a chance to project my opinions.

One day, he came to home and advised me upon my

journey to London.

192



| did not say a single word against him. I did not like
the arrangement, but | had no rights to argue against
him.

| told mum about it. Mum favoured his side. She
trusted him a lot.

She always told me to be quite and follow what he
said.

I always cried about this unfair treatment regarding
my matters. Crying and then becoming quite is the
style of life of any Asian women. Some people say
that this the fate of any lady in this world.

I don’t believe in such type of argument, which are
totally wrong.

Now | am in the UK with another uncle of mine.

He is my mum'’s third brother. He seems to be good.
| thought | could have a good life, but | was totally
disappointed.

| never had freedom in this house. | love to go to
work like others, but my uncle refused straight away.
He shouted very badly at me.
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“You came here to study, not to work. We are here to

look after you.”

He said it like this. The wordings are wonderful.
If anybody hears this, they will think my uncle is a

good person but, he is not!

I have to take their small kid to nursery in the morning.
| have to cook for them. | have to clean their house

everyday.

Day by Day, | have started to feel like a servant to
them. The whole day, from six in the early morning

until ten at night, | have to work for them.

I never had a friend or relative to share my feelings.

I always swallow my feelings within me.

Once | wrote a letter to my mum about my situation.
Mum never ever understands my side. She always

thinks her brothers are doing everything for her good.

This is the time | can say something about my

physical appearance. This is not going to change my
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life but | can have a chance to tell you about my life

back home.

| am so beautiful, with my slim figure, dressed in
a loose lowing cotton dress, my crazy hair and
bright blue eyes not far of the colour of the sea
itself. In my school days, many boys were after me.
For some reason | was so strict on this mater.
Therefore, | could not get a chance to have a boy

friend. Now | regret that.

I like to work and earn more money. | am the girl who

wants to go out and spend money and meet people.

I never had a chance to talk with anyone in this
country other than my uncle’s family, since | came
to this country. Sometimes in the morning, | spoke
to the milkman who delivered the milk door to door.
| went near to the window. The heat of the sun

pushing at me through the window.

| love this house. The walls are white, but there is

something about the height and placing of the
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windows that makes them seem amber, as though
the hall were plugged straight into some source
of warm, entirely natural light. | have to tell you
one of the incidents that happened to me one

week before.

One day | went to the nursery to pick up my uncle's
daughter. | went bit late. She complained to my uncle.
My uncle started to shout at me very badly. This
hurts me a lot. | ran into the bathroom and started

to cry loudly. The bathroom is my cry zone.

I never told you about my father. He is a perfect
man. If he was alive, my life would have been very
different. My father was a freedom fighter. He died
in a big battle against the Sri Lankan army. | asked
my mum'’s permission to join with the freedom fighters.
She refused. That is why, they all send me to London

SO quickly.

London is a lovely country. | love this country. The

people are always busy and kind.
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| am confused about my life. The way | was brought
up by my parents never allowed me to take a

different path.

However, one way or another | have to leave this
prison. Yes, this house is worst than a prison. The

people who live in this house are like police dogs.

| am sorry to compare a human to a dog. | could not

find any other example.
Now | have some good news for you all.

Sometimes you meet some good people un-
expectedly. This type of meeting makes your life

easy. It also happened to me.

| also met one person when | was waiting to pick up

my nephew from the nursery.

He is a middle-aged person. | do not know anything
about that person but | like his personality and
appearance for some reason. Something from him

induced me to share my worries to him. We both
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started to talk about our countries. Sometimes we
discussed about our life. He has divorced his wife
two years ago.

He lives close to our house with his only daughter.

He is from Nigeria. His parents are living in Nigeria.
He also came to this country because of the political
problems he faced there.

My uncle never ever treats me as a human. One day
he asked me to wash his wife clothes. That day
| refused to do it. He got very angry and beated me
badly.

This incident affected me a lot. Now the time has
come to take a firm decision about my life.

You won’'t believe that | made a very important
decision for my future life. | have decided to leave
the house. | do not know where to go. | have told my
decision to my friend whom | met at the nursery.

He asks me to come to his house for some days.
| have to make a right decision now.
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If | made the decision to go with him, | cannot come
back. Our society is not going to accept my decision
as positive. Now, | do not care about this society.
This society never helped me from my problems.

Then why do | have to worry about them. My uncle’s
family treated me as slave. No one raised any
questions against them. | was forced to make this
decision.

| always felt lonely. Now | don't.
| have a person who can help me with everything.
My mind is steady now.

| have made a decision of my own.
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Identity

| am so terrified about my life.

Who am 1? This question always arises in my mind.
| never got any answers for so many things. | don’t
know about my life!

| don't know who my parents are.
I don't know the community | belong to.

My current parents never opened their mouths
regarding my identity.

Mr & Mrs David brought me up from my childhood.
They are very nice people. Good hearted humans.
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Whatever | wanted, they will buy it for me. They never
shouted at me.

When | was small | never worried about this
difference. | felt this difference at my school when
| turned a teenager.

Now | am fifteen. Everyday more questions queuing
in my inner mind to disturb my day to day life.

At my school, | never am considered as an English
child even though my present parents are English
people.

These problems arise because of my skin colour. No
one has discriminated me for my colour, but at the
same time they don’'t want to accept me as one of
them.

So, who am 1?7 What is my identity? | don't want to go
to school because of these unbalanced problems.

My mum Jane started to worry about me. She loves
me a lot.

She never thought about the outside world. The
outside world is not a pure one.

201



Mum asked me “Neeta why didn't you go to school?”

“Mum | don’'t want to go to school. My friends are not
good with me. There are lots of arguments about
my identity. Can you tell me who | am?”

“You are my lovely child”.

“Then why is my colour and your colour is so
different?”

She didn’t answer anything to my question. She looked
at me differently.

“Mum, am | your real child?”

She felt very uncomfortable by this question. She
didn’t answer the question. As usual she just smiled.

| got angry.

“Mum can you stop smiling! This smile is irritating

me”.

“Ok. Neeta | will answer all of your questions after
your dad comes.”

Now | am satisfied by mother’s decision.
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| need to share some incidents in my life with you all.
One day my mum bought a skirt for me. It was a
lovely skirt which hung above my knees. Everyone in
my class wears it like that, but my inner mind snubbed
to accept it. | couldn't understand that. Why?

All of my friends are wearing that type of clothes!
All of my relatives are wearing that type of clothes!
Then why couldn’t | wear it?

| have told this feeling to my mum several times.

Mum didn't say anything. She knows the answer but
she doesn’'t want to tell me.

Why this variance in me? Another incident happened
in my life.

| think one Monday after school | visited my friend’s
house. My friend’'s brother came and hugged me.
| was so upset by that hug.

After that | was out of mood.

| explained this feeling to my friend. She couldn't
say anything about my feeling. It was new to her.
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These types of things are normal for them. She is a
very good friend of mine.

We two shared all the matters between us. We never
had any secrets between us.

This time she advised me to talk to my parents about
this. They may give an answer to you she said.

All these feelings gave me an answer. | am not their
real child! Then, who am 1?

I may be from another country with a different culture.

So why did my real parents hand me over to
Mr & Mrs David?

| think | may get an answer from my parents today.
Mum promised me that, after dad comes she is going
to tell my real story.

The time has come. The time now is 5.30 pm.

Dad came from work. | was siting in my room and
chatting with my friend on my mobile phone. | was
waiting for them to call me.
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I could hear arguments from their room.

It may be or may not be about me.

Now their voices were coming from the dining room.
They still didn’t call me.

After ten minutes’ dad called me. | was so happy and
jumped from bed and ran to the dining room.

Both of them were there.

“Come Neeta have some coffee with us”, dad

requested.
When we were having coffee, dad started.

“Neeta mum told me that you are worrying about
yourself. Yes, Neeta you are not our own child. Your
own parents may be or may not be alive now.
Sixteen years ago we visited an Asian country as a
tourist. That country had engaged in a civil war and
was suffering. Lots of people suffered poverty in
that war. We always wanted to have kids, and like
many other families, adoption didn’t even register to
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our minds. We tried to have kids the “normal” way.
Nothing. We tried again, again and again. Still
nothing. After we saw you we made up our mind to
adopt you. We met your parents in that area. | think
you were one years old at that time.

They were affected badly by the civil war. We were
asked to adopt you as our child. We did it. Then you
came to this country. We brought you up very well
You won't deny that. Now you are our life".

He stopped there for some time. He started to cry
silently. Mum also started to cry.

“No dad dont cry, still I am yours. | only needed to
know my identity. | have so many likes and dislikes,
which differs me from other kids of my age. | couldn't
tolerate it. Now | know who | am. That is enough
for me.”

Am | from India?

“No. You are from Sri Lanka. You belong to a Tamil

community”.
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Reflection

The month of July 1983, named as ‘Black July in
Tamils history.

Every single Tamil person has the need to remember
this day throughout his or her life. This story moves
through one person’s experience of days in Black
July.

¥HH*

Within two days everything had finished. Many
people have died. Most of the escaped Tamils were
sent to the camps. All the schools were turned into
refugee camps.
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Most of the shops burned. Every Tamil home
robbed.

The people have lost everything that they have saved
for the last thirty to forty years.

| just escaped.
The same day | went to work as usual.

After | went to the office, | realised that the situation
was abnormal.

My manager had approached my table and asked me
to leave quickly from the office.

I didn't know what to do. | was so frightened. | walked
to the bus stop.

The people in the bus stop were not normal civilians.
No Tamils were at the bus stop.

All wereSinhalese people.

They were talking loudly and violently. They had
many rods and sharp items in their hand. No one
noticed me.
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The bus came and | got onto that bus.

A similar situation arose inside the bus. | stood in a

corner and observed them silently.
I had to pass another stop to my house.
The driver stopped the bus. | got down.

| was shocked. There was a shop at the top of our

lane, owned by a Tamil person.

It was burning furiously. The people in front of the
shop were jumping, dancing and laughing.l was so
scared.

| didn't want to stay in that place even for a minute.
Quickly | ran into our house.

Everyone in the house was waiting for my presence.
They were so happy to see me.
We all cornered our self into a room.

I was thinking about Seetha who | was engaged to,
two weeks before.
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She was living with her uncle in a flat.

My inner mind wants to go and see her. My dad and

my siblings didn’t want me to go outside.
| didn’'t want to listen to anyone on this matter.

| left home to see her. Somehow | managed to reach

their house.

They were shocked. They shouted at me for coming
there during the dangerous situation. But | was
satisfied by seeing them. Now my inner mind was
in peace. So | had to leave now.

They all stopped me but | was not in a position to

listen to them.
| started my journey again.

I came to a bus stop. A bus came to that stop. | tried
to get into that bus but the conductor didn't allow me

to get in.

He said “Only Sinhalese can get into this bus”. | was
so shocked.
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There was no time to discuss this. | must reach home

before it gets dark.
So | started to walk. Fast walk.
No one was on the road.

Only Sinhalese rowdies were looting the houses and

burning them.

They couldn’t identify me as Tamil. That was my
luck, otherwise they would have burned me then

and there.
| reached the Galle road.

There were few people on the road. The famous

vegetarian shop was looted and burned.

They pulled out one man from the shop and poured

the petrol on him. They set him on fire.
| was so frightened. My legs were shivering.

| started to walk even faster.
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A car was coming down the Galle road. The Sinhalese
rowdies stopped the car. Four people were in the car.

Husband, wife and two kids were in the car.
| just went to a corner and observed.

The people in the car started to scream loudly. The
people with the weapons outside started to laugh
and dance. One person poured the petrol onto the
car. The other person started to break the windows
with a hammer. The kids and the parents were
screaming loudly and called all the Gods to come and

help them.
The so called ‘gods’ didn't come.

The God Krishna who helped Panchali in Mahabharata

didn't come to save this poor family from this tragedy.
They set fire on the car.
| couldn’t stay further in that place.

| started to walk faster, to escape from these

tragedies.
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Finally, | reached my house.

My dad was a bit angry with me. But he realised my

situation.

We were asked by the landlord to go to the corner
room to save our lives. He saved us, but he went
along with other Sinhalese to loot the other Tamil

houses on that road.

After some time, he came to our room and asked us

to be ready to go with the army to the refugee camp.

The other looters had identified our hiding in that
house.

So he arranged through the army to save us.

We were taken to the camp called Thurston College

in Colombo city.
We were the first people to have arrived in that camp.
The army people just left us there and went.

No arrangement was made for us.
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No food. No water. Nothing was there to be able to
survive in that camp.

There were two police men at the gate. That's it.

I went in and found some vegetables in the school
garden.

We grab those green vegetables and ate them.
After one day, another family came to the camp.
The lady in the family was crying a lot.

She had lost her husband in the riot yesterday.
By seeing all this, | was very chh disturbed.

| was pushed to another level to make some unwanted
decisions.

This event had pushed me a lot.
After some days many youngsters came to the camp.
Everyone was frustrated.

This riot was initiated because of the thirteen army
men who were killed by the freedom fighters in North.
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The youngsters who came into the camp wanted to
join the battle fields.

But for some reason, | couldn't agree with their

decision.
Day by day, lots of people joined us in the camp.

Most people made their plans to fly to foreign

countries.

Some known rich people also came to the camp.
They had lost all of their belongings. In the camp
that particular day the rich and the poor were

the same.

The government had decided to send all the people

to the north and-the east.

They said they were arranging ships for us to

travel in.

Some people wanted to join the battle. Some
wanted fly abroad. Some wanted to go north or

east permanently.
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In between all of these:

The radios and television’s repeatedly presented
the Sri Lankan President’s announcement;

“If you want war, we are reaay for war. If you want peace,
we are reaay for peace. War or Peace, is your choice!”
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Poems






When I See Your Eyes

Everg time | see your eyes, | am so frightened.

| do not know how to express my feelings to you.
Your thoughts!

Your smile!

Always disturbing my thoughts and feelings.
Your sparkling eyes are so commanding!

When you looked at me, | couldn’t face you straight.

My eyes started to search for something on the
ground.

But, | know you like me.
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You always admire my work!
You always throw your smiles to me! Although,

You never show your eagerness and compatibility
openly.

Why?

Please come forward and enlighten me.
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Tears are always my friends

You created me but you never looked after me.
Everybody says you are in everything.

But | couldn’t find you in my heart.

Everyone says you are a form of love But | didn't

get any love from you.

You always put me in an unknown corner.

You always made me cry.
Sometimes you annoyed me.

However, you never care about my anger. You seem

very selfish to me.
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Why are you so selfish? | always trust you.
I always surrendered my soul to you.

But you always made my life awful. Please my
beloved God!

Why don’t you give some love to me?
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You Are My Soul

Yesterdag, | heard your voice.

Next day, | have started to search for you

everywhere and every moment.
Where were you?

Why do you want to hide from me?
Have you surrendered your soul?

Your nature! Your character! To whom have you

done this? Please tell me!

Has anyone taken your soul? Please tell me!
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Oh! My friend, why did they murder you? Hey!

You are here now!
Don’t worry.

Now | have started to talk through you! Now | am

you and you are me!

(This poem is published in an international poetry book in America)
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You are Uranium 235

You are always very active.
Sometimes | see you as Uranium 235.

You are emitting so many rays to the world.

Every one says you are dangerous.

Are you?

Today is your important day.

You came to this world to achieve something!

Be careful today you may receive some neutrons-
Your imagination and dreams are going to float

everywhere!
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This may kill so many youngsters in this world!
Please don't!l

Sometimes your nature is an insulator. You never

allow any negative messages pass through you.
But you keep the negative things inside you!

Today you are going to keep so many negative
charges on you!

Are you going to look for positive charges?
Are you going to look for negative charges?
Please don't!

Sometimes fusion may happen!

| don't want fusion or fission in youl!

Please stay as Uranium but do not receive any

neutrons.

(This poem is written for my physics student’s birth-day. | have used
physics lexis to explore my wishes)
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Please be with me!

On! My beloved God! Where are you?
| wish to see you always

| wish to have you all the time. | know, this is not
an easy task!

You always play a game of hide-and-seek with me.
Why you are like this?

My dear lord!

| wish to see you with my eyes open as well as
closed!

I wish to say your name with my open mouth as
well as closed.
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I wish to hand over all of my sins to you lord as

well as my wishes!
Please be with mel
Please allow me to rob your spiritual wealth!

Please allow me to hold your hand and walk with

you!
Please allow me to sing for you!
Please allow my heart to beat for you!

Please allow me to have sovereignty and self-
control! Allow me to sleep in your spiritual rest
house!

Oh Lord!

You are the form of Love. You are the form of

kindness.
You are the form of anger.
You are the form of happiness.

Please be with me!
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Teacher’s Voice

Ol My students!
You are all arranged in a periodic table!

Your characters and movement are already planned.
You will have so many periodic changes in your life.
But the Atomic number is always same.

You are all isotopes to this world!l

| have been seeing you all from the small version of
your appearances.

So many titrations have happened in your life. You
are all waiting for the colour changes in your
titration.
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You will see these changes in your life path!

Sometimes your life is a fusion!
Sometimes it is a fission! Please be passive always.
Please be active in every moment in your life.

Every action in your life has opposite and equal

reaction.

The decision you make in your life must be a linear

equation.

You will have so many chain reactions like Uranium

in your life path.

Please control them at once. Finally, My dear
children

We had so many ups and downs!

Even though you will stay in my heart forever.

[t makes me be in tears!
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God’s Secret

All the bad people are staying in my land.

They always called my land HELL.

They were sent here for punishment.

My rules and regulations are so flexible.

One day,

One man was sent to my world for his murders.
He had murdered his brother for his negligence.
He had murdered his wife for her bad behaviour.
He had murdered a politician for his cheatings.

He had murdered a prime minister for his lies.
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He always justified his murders with evidence.
He has removed all the bad people from the earth.

Even though he was asked to stay in HELL for his

murders.

He could not see any bad people who were killed by
him in this hell.

He was confused a lot.

Where are they?

repeatedly, he asked God.

God smiled.

You killed the people without my permission.
You never offered anything to me.

They always offered milk and fruits.

O! God

| have Killed all the bad people.

God smiled again and said, “they are with me”

Why?
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Where are you?

| always want you.

You never looked at me. Your heart is beating for

me. But, you never accepted this.

Your ego.

Your personality.

Never allowed you to do anything for me.

You are always flying into my thoughts. My
thoughts are always arousing you. Your eyes are
blinking and inviting me. Hey! Who are you?

Why don’t you come and show your face?
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Today is your birthday

Today is your day.

Your heart is beating fast today.

Your thoughts are flying in the skuy.

The stars in the sky are smiling for you.

The flowers have forgotten to close their beetles.
The birds have started to sing a song for you.
The sun refuses to go back to his house.

The earth doesn’t want to spin on its own.

The plants are growing rapidly to see your

smiling face.
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Your worries and problems are scared to stay
with you.

Today you are a free bird.

Fly as much as you can!

Sing as much as you can!

Dance as much as you can!

Open your eyes! Look at the world sharply!

Your mind is going to be at rest from today.
Remember!

You are going to be the king for the rest of the day.
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God is in the dream world

O! My dear Godt!

You always sleep in your dream world.
You never want to see the natural world.
People here are dying everyday!

They never eat properly.

They never sleep properly.

But some people are saying that

you have given everything to every one.
Is that true dear Lord?

If it is trve, why are they having a miserable life?
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They are always murmuring your name in your
Temple.

They are always murmuring your name in your
Mosque.

They are always murmuring your name in your
Church.

They are always murmuring your name in your
Gurdwara.

You never ever listened to their pathetic voices.
Most of the people have started to criticize you.
More people are ready to hurt you.

You do not know about this and you never care
about this.

You always think you are the creator of this world.

Are you?
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You are great!

Your world is always open.

Your views are always new

Your thoughts are always wonderful.
Your tears are always for others.
Your thinking never arouses yourself.
Your lament-

Your movement-

Your smile-

Everything for others!

You are always swallowing your worries!

238



Please, throw your worries to the world!

God has built his house in your heart.

Your heart is murmuring devotional songs.
Flowers want to form a garland around your neck!
Stars are smiling and awaiting for tomorrow.

You are going to be born again tomorrow.

You are going to smile forever from tomorrow.

Please! be happy and smile.
Your family is your world.

Your kids are your heartbeats.
Your husband is your full image!

Please! Be happy and smile!
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