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+ Mortgages + Loans
+ Letting Management
+ Insurance + Building Insurance

Properties and Financial Services Ltd.
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EDITORIAL

Sleepless in Colombo

ife in Tamil Northeast has

become unbearable for most
of its inhabitants. Daily bombings,
killings, arbitrary arrests and
disappearances carry on as they
have been since Mr Rajapakse and
his brothers took over power in
Colombo.

Night time strafing, shelling and
bombing are nothing new for the
Tamils of Northeast. The majority
of them do not have the luxury of
electricity and running water etc which
most southern Sri Lankans take for
granted. Thus all night uninterrupted
cricket watching on big screems
sterco sound, in your nearest refugee
camp in order to cheer cricket teams
is &n absurd claim.

Electricity getting cut off in the
middle ‘of the night is an unpleasant
experience for most of us. Haying
to wake up from your well eamed
sleep in the middle of the night
ta the sound of gun fire must be
terrifying. Witching young soldier
boys fliring wildly 1is'a scary sight.
Unable to answer your tearful
children’s anxious questions thus
unable to reassure them, in your
own home, is something most of
us would never like to experience.
Hiding under furnitare while your
life is in mortal danger from aerial
bombardment must be petrifying.
Thus For the cosmopelitan and
affluent Colomboites last Saturday
night must have been & nasty and

unfortunale one, one has to agree.

It seems that Mr Rajapakse is
so generous, he is so egalitarian,
that he is making even his beloved
Colomboites experience what ever
he has asked the hapless Tamils of
Northeast to experience day in day
out.

Hiding under furniture
while your life in mortal
danger from aerial
bombardment is a petrifying
experience

As all these are happening in
the *name of freedom, democracy,
good governance etc one has to be
sure about the agreement of the
inlernational communily with Mr
Rajapakse’s regime.

At this juncture, a serious analysis
is needed to look at (he Norwegian
led peace process of 2002-2006.
To start with, let us look at word
appeasement. This word was used
against this peace process which
safe-guarded the lives and properties
of the Tamils in the Northeast for
four vears. :

Parties and individuals whose hearts
simmered and continued to simmer
with anti-Tamil hatred described
the peace talks as “appeasement lo
the Tiger” in a well orchestrated
campaign. Their contempt for the

Tamils’ demand for ‘a homeland
which would guarantee their safety
and security was so pathological they
were determined to undermine the
Norwegian effort. This sophisticated
group consisted of rabid Sinhalese
racists, Tamil ex-clites whe lost
their power because of their crass
opportunism and treachery, and any
Sinhalese politician who wanted
to join the anti-Tamil political
bandwagon in order to gain power.
These warmongers, chauvinists
and the plain greedy, who wished
to undermine any future peace
process, continue to use the word
“appeasement.” Anyone who stands
against their ambitions is and will
be tagged with this term. In the
lexicology of these anti-Tamil parties,
it evokes British Prime Minister
Neville Chamberlain's attempt to
negotiate with the then German
Changellor, Adolph Hitler.

It is certainly the case that Hitler
was a power hungry maniac and
not the sort of man with whom one
could usefully negotiate. Bul not
all negotiation is egually fruitless.
Before that incident. by the way,
“appeasement” had a positive
connotation, of “secking peace.”

The anti-Tamil parties’ use of the
term appeasement, however, turns
it on its head. Taken semously, the
doctrine of “no appeasement” of
theirs would mean Sri Lankan people
are stuck m perpetual war, always

dedicated to gobbling up more of
each other's human resources, wealth,
and civil liberties.

It could never be possible to
negotiate a truce between enemies.
Thatwould be “appeasecment.” It could
never be possible to compromise.
That would be “appeasement.” It
could never be prudent to withdraw
troops from a failed war. That
would be “appeasement.” In other
words, the anti-Tamil doctrine of
“no appeasement, ever® actually
turns vou into a Hitler rather than a
Churchill.

But we are not stuck perpetually in
the Tate 1930s, and it is not the only
exemplary pericd in history to which
we can resort for our metaphors and
our courses of action.

Tamils of Sri Lanka consider the
Northeast as their homeland and
history is with them in this. As far as
they are concemed the Government
of Sri Lanka is a colonial anthority,
occupying their land.

Thus the Sri Lankan crisis is clearly
an odd sort of neo-colonialism, which
can only ultimately be resolved by
decolonization. Decolonization in the
1950s and 1960s was also denounced
as “appeasement,” bul it was the only
right course.

Britain gave up India (and Pakistan)
in 1947. Was that “appeasement™’
You may be assured that the British
pro-colonialism parties saw it that
way.

Without this sort of realism,
Britain would have tried to keep
India and there would have been
a bloodbath. Likewise, any attempt
by Britain to hold on fo Kenya past
the early 1960s would have led to
even more violence than the Mau
Mau and British reprisals (20,000
imprisoned, many tortured) had. And
with decolonization, the Mau Mau
and violence subsided.

You will note that you never
hear that Britain “appeased” the
Stern Gang, Irgun, Haganah, and
other Zionist forces that engaged
in terrorism in Palestine, when it
departed that territory in 1948.

France “appeased” Lebanon and
Syria by granting them independence
in 1943. It “appeased” Morocco by
giving it up in 1956 and Algeria in
1962. Britain likewise “appeased”
all. of its former colonies. The
pro-colonialism parties in each of
these impenial countries fought
decolonization tooth and nail on the
basis of “appeasement”.

And very recently Sudan
“appeased” its South and Serbia
“appeased” Bosnid.

Problems do have solutions, and
war 15 not always the best one.
Somefimes the withdrawal of the
oceupying military forces itself
solves the problem.

We hope the war mongers of Sri
Lanka and those out side will take
notice.
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“This is London, We Speculate and You Decide” |

a)

Prof. Aaron Rajah,
29th,

On the news report on April
2007 under title

“Sni Lanka

claims to have a security background,
adding this to the news violates

instances such as “alleged Al-Quaeda |
arrested”.

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

pioneer in news reporting,

BC, is by far the most
knowledgeable. integrated and
superior news agency in the world.
From the days of the Normandy
landing and the French freedom
fighters of World War II, BBC
news reporting has a great historical
perspective,

In the context of Sri Lanka
ethnic cleansing by the govemment
forces, from the inception on the
conflict the BBC news agency has
shown maturity and leadership with
immediate, honest, and balanced
reporting. Vivid followers of BBC
still remember pioneering reporters
on Sr1 Lankan issue like Humphrey
Hoxsey and Mark Tully who covered

the conflict from (he inception of

the war. Since then, these reporters
have changed and moved on to other
assignments: but the conflict in Sri
Lanka remains constant. *

In the new age of technology. BBC
has quickly evelved through internet
and satellite to meet challenges it faced
both in technelogy and in reporting
from the front lines of war. The BBC
news website and the BBC satellite
services in many ways replaced the
shortcomings of a shortwave radio,
but none imagined that BBC would
change its core values of reporting
and ethical journalism. Here are some

examples of unethical journalism of

the BBC.

1) When in doubt use the buzz
words:

rebels in new air raid” BBC added the
following sentences:

“Experts say the Tigers could
have as many as five light aircraft,
smuggled into the country in pieces
to be assembled in jungle bases.”

Vivid followers of BBC
still remember pioneering
reporters on Sri Lankan
issue like Humphrey
Hoxsey and Mark Tully
who covered the conflict
from the inception of the
wac

BBC cannot know how many

aircrafts the Tigers command, yet
they speculate as “experts” claiming
and failing to identify the so-called
“experis”. These “experts™ are usually
Sinhala-based news reporiers whom
themselves had earlier speculated
in their own reports and now are
referred to as experts by the BBC.
When did the BBC become such a
mouthpiece for speculation?

b) On the news report “cloning of

credit card” BBC used words such as
“Independent security sources told
BBC correspondent Keith Doyle
these claims were credible.” Who are
these independent security sources?
It can be anyone from the street who

ethical norms of reporting.

2) BBC has three different stories
on the Sri Lankan war and relies on
readers to go their respective sides
to get the news. The BBC Sinhala,
BBC Tamil and BBC South Asia sites
have the same story, told differently.
For example, the news of “MIG shot
down™ was reported by the BBC
Tamil services yet ignored by the
BBC Sinhala and BBC South Asia
reporting sites. Why the folly?

The BBC news website and
the BBC satellite services

in many ways replaced
the shortcomings of a
shortwave radio, but none
imagined that BBC would
change its core values

of reporting and ethical

Journalism

3) Confuse the readers and spin
the news: In the news ilem on 26th
of April, 2007 BBC reports: “Top
US Tamil Tiger is arrested”. Well,
the arrested man was never a top
person, this was even pointed ot
by the court papers filed by the FBI
and yet BBC spins it as “top tiger”
avoiding such words as “alleged tiger
supporter”. But interestingly BBC
does use the words “alleged™ in other

4) Biased in Pictures; there are’
three pictures that appeared on April ‘
26 under the news title of “Top US
Tamil Tiger® is arrested” clearly |
indicating biased reporting. |

Biased

As you know, fo a newcomer. a ‘
picture can say a thousands words.
There are so many pictures to choose
from the LTTE pictures wearing their |
respective military fatigue. In facL‘
LTTE is one of the few rebel outfits
who have their own uniforms and
yet those pictures are not posted in
this news article indicating the rebel
outfit is a rag outfit. In addition, the
c.'iplmn says that the Sri Lankan army
is regularly attacked from the north |
and east but this is not guite true. The
army itselfis on the offensive in many
regions yet those captions are quite
conveniently avoided. Furthermore,
a report that a US ambassador was
injured in the rebel attack is not true,
This caption makes the readers think
that the rebel attack was made to kill
the ambassador, which is not frue
but rather leads the reader to a faulty
perception. [nterestingly, the good
ambassador him self said that he was
never hurt in the incident.

All'in all. BBC has lost credibility
in news reporting hoth on the BBC
website, as well as on the air. The
biased news reports on the conflict
can enly hurt BBC in the long run:

(Courtesy.: Tamil Canadian)
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The Flying Tigers Buzz Sri Lanka

By: Eric Ellis

At 1:50 am Sunday, when most of
Colombo was either sleeping or
watching Sri Lanka’s cricketing heroes
succumb to Australia in the final of
the World Cup being played a dozen
time zones away in Barbados in front
of their junketing president, Mahinda
Rajapakse, the Road Warrior-style air
force of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam launched a raid on Colombo.

It was the third such raid the Tamil
Eelam Air Force had undertaken in a
month and the second on Colombo,
seen by the Tigers from their
homeland lair in the northeast as the
Sinhalese enemy capital. The Tigers’
jerry-built propeller planes — adapted
Zlin Z-143s, or Czech Cessnas — hit
two oil dumps near Colombo’s part
and flew back to the safety of Eelam,
as the LTTE calls the Tamil regions
under, their control. The Sri Lankan
military’s jet fighters stayed in their
hangars, their pilots presumably too
engrossed in crickei to engage the
Zlins, a low-flying, single-engined
two-seat plane manufactured by a
currently bankrupt Czech company.

This is a strange, half-hearted war
froni'a Colombo standpoint. The gun
emplacement on the tumbledown turret
on Colombo’s Galle Road waterfront
is one of the cushier postings for
young grunts defending Sri Lanka.
The tower directly overlooks the
rococo, colonial-era Galle Face
Hotel’s swimming pool, where there
are limitless opportunities for bored
soldiers to spy on bikinied foreigners
lazily stroking away their holidays
below. If the grunts get really lucky,
barer flesh titillates like neon from the
guest bathrooms of the Galle Face’s
south wing, barely 50 metres away.

Having watched Australia demolish
the Lanka bowlers on the terrace TV
downstairs, 1 had retired to Room
4012 at midnight, two hours before
the raid. The last thing I remember
noticing before nodding off was the
dull glow of a TV inside the gun
tower. At 2 am, I was awakened by
what sounded like popping fireworks
and some dull thuds. Had Sri Lanka
fought back in Barbados, and were
people celebrating? I flicked on the
TV — Sri Lanka was still battiing. 1
looked out the window just as the
tower erupted in a deafening blaze of
orange gunfire.

This was no concentrated firing.
As anti-aircraft tracers lit up the night

sky, the boys on the tower just blazed
away Rambo-like in a wide arc. At
one point they even seemed to be
shooting into the sireet below.

The Kafkaesque elements continued
into Sunday breakfast on the hotel
terrace, where regular guests know
that crows like to picnic on the hotel
buffet. Colombo's hotel managers
were reportedly instructing staff not
to tell curious foreign guests what
had happened and why, lest already
devastated tourist numbers dive
further.

The attack was yet another
embarrassment to  Rajapakse’s
dysfunctional govemment, which
is just the latest in a long list of
poor administrators that have long
burdened war-weary Sri Lankans.
That was evident in the lackdown
Colombo went into during Sunday’s
attacks. The government ordered the
city’s power supply cut, presumably
to deny the Tiger pilots visibility. But
Lankans have long known the state
power utility, the Ceylon Electricity
Board, struggles to service the national
grid, so many houses, buildings and
hotels have generators. No sooner
had the board switched off the power
that Colombo was again bathed
in light. The HQ of the National
Intelligence Board, Sri Lanka's CIA
and supposedly one of 20 'high-value
targets' slated for special protection,
blazed brighter than most.

The Tigers know all this; indeed
they seem to know Colombo better
than the politicians. The LTTE have a
long list of government assassinations,
but their approach seems to be to
ridicule Colombo’s leaders, many
of whom have economic interests
in maintaining the 25 year-old war
and are in denial that the Tigers
Eelam functions as a country, with all
the accoutrements of a state. Eelam
has designated berders and border
control, minisiries, customs and
tax collections, a central bank and
a capital, Killinochchi. The LTTE
may be the world’s only proscribed
terrorist organization that has a navy
and, as we now know, an air force.

And the Tigers have been having
particular fun with the corpulent
Rajapakse. Since coming to office
in 2005, he has been burnishing his
Sinhalese nationalist credentials by
developing a cult of personality.
His photos have been going up on
billboards next to new statues of
Dutugemenu, the Sinhalese warrior-

king who defeated his Tamil rival
more than 2,000 years ago astride his
elephant. The symbolism is laid on
very thick — every Lankan knows the
fable, much as Balkans recall ancient
battles and slights to justify modern-
day ethnic cleansing,

Rajapakse won the presidency after
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party-led
coalition he inherited from Chandrika
Kumaratunga had won 105 of 225
seats. in 2004 parliamentary polls,
His is a govemment where the term
backbencher is virtually unknown.
Rajapakse presides over a cabinet of
52 — one of the biggest in the world.

There are another 33 “non-cabinet’ |

ministers and a further 20 “deputy
ministers.”

With a million-plus people
employed in its civil service, Sr1 Lanka
also has one of the biggest public
payrolls in the world, relative to its
21 million population. Official posts
mean perks; cars, drivers, houses,
staff, budgets, air-conditioning, but
what precisely does the Minister of
Plan Implementation do? The two
Ministers of Nation Building? Of
Coconut Development? Why are there
six agriculture-related ministries?

But the smiling Rajapakse has
blundered. He got on a plane to the

Caribbean hours after Sri Lanka beat |

New Zealand last Tuesday to reach
the World Cup, anxious to cozy up io
the island’s skilful cricketers — with
Sinhalese, Tamil, Buddhist, Christian,
Muslim and Hindu members they
present a rainbow of the pessible on
this troubled island. The Tigers had
said they would suspend hostilities for
the semi-final but it seems the moment
victory was secured against the Kiwis
was when the LTTE decided cricket-
obsessed Colombo would be attacked
during the weekend final.

Colombo’s politicians did the
rest. Saturday’s press carried bitter
attacks from the opposition United
National Party, whose government
had signed the 2002 ceasefire with the
LTTE, which is now in tatters under
Rajapakse They charged that the
president had abandoned the country,
likening Rajapakse ‘to Nero fiddling
while Rome burned. The Tigers
attacked a day later and, doubtless,
will do so again and again, probably
until Rajapakse is laughed out of
office.

Eric Ellis is South-East Asia
correspondent of Fortune Magazine.
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' By: Chithirakuptan
FOR ORUPAPER

uch to the astonishment of

Tamils all over the world,
the April 28 IANS (Indo-Asian News
Service) of Delhi came out with the
news that, “Sri Lanka's peace process
has been spiked for now, India wants
to help civilians hit by the escalating
conflict. India's thinking is expected
to take concrete shape soon as New
Delhi takes a fresh look at the various
cards it can play in a seemingly bleak
situation where both protagonists
seem determined to fight it out”

With the WNorwegian-brokered
February 2002 ceasefire agreement
(CFA) between Colombo and the
LTTE barely breathing, the one
question that nags Indian policy
planners is: what next?

' Behind-the-scene Role

Now it has come to light that New
| Delhi did play a key but behind-the-
scene role in the framing of CFA five
| years ago when the Bharaliya Janata
Party (BJP) ruled India. Further. India
also contributed to the setfing up
| of the Nordic Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission (SLMM), whose members
were to oversee lruce violations.
Along with CFA, the SLMM too is in
shambles now.

“"While New Delhi remains
committed to Sri Lanka's territorial
unity, it is equally firm that only
a political solution acceptable to
| broad sections among the Tamils can
| bring about an ultimate negotiated
settlement”, say the Indian strategic
| planners They remain convinced that
there can be no military solution to
the Sri Lankan conflagration, which
has taken a menacing shape since
| late 2005 leaving thousands dead and
’ many thousands homeless

As for Norway, it is staying put
as peace broker despite a snub from
Colombo. And so India remains
supportive of the role Norway
has played, knowing well that the
situation has reached a point where
| the international actors have ceased to
’ play a determining role in Sri Lanka's
 limping peace process.

Civilians' Suffering

| The suffering of the civilians,
' overwhelmingly Tamils, is a major
concern here. This is one of the areas
on which India remains in regular
touch with Sri Lankan authorities.

It was the then foreign secretary
Shyam Saran who in August 2005
declared during a trip to Sri Lanka:
'The welfare and well-being of the
people in the northeast is very close
to India's heart.'

India has not becn openly harsh
on the Sri Lanka government for all

‘the horrible human rights violations

and the collapse of the criminal
investigations machinery. This task
is left to the International NGO’s and
others.This may be an act of Indian
diplomacy.

Delhi did play a key but
behind-the-scene role in the
framing of CFA five years
ago when the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) ruled
India. Further, India also
contributed to the setting
up of the Nordic Sri

Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM), whose members
were to oversee ftruce

violatiomns.

At this juncture it is nothing other
than appropriate to remind ourselves
yet again of something which our
leader Veluppillai Pirabakaran said
some 14 years before.

“We are fully aware that the world
1s not rotating on the axis of human
justice. Every country in this world
advances its own interests, It is the
economic and trade interests that
determine the order of the present
world, not the moral law of justice
nor the rights of people. International
relations and diplomacy between
countries are determined by such
interests. Therefore we cannot expect
an immediate recognition of the
moral legitimacy of our cause by the
international community. The world is
constantly changing and there will be
unexpected changes. At a particular
conjuncture the international situation
might change favourably to us. At that
time, the conscience will be conducive
to the call of our just course. In reality,
the success of our struggle depends
on us, not on the world. Our success
depends on our efforts, on our own
strength, on our ewn determination.”

(1o be continued.)
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The EU “Blacklist and the

Tamil Freedom Fighters

Charles Somasundrum
FOR ORUPAPER

he LTTE is to remain on the EU

‘blacklist’ along with 29 other
international rebel groups and 30
individuals. The EU Foreign ministers
appear to haye reached this decision
after dehiberating two days in plush
surroundings at Luxembourg. This
total, of 59 groups and individuals,
have been ‘blacklisted’ after
deliberations, by the EU Foreign
Ministers, lasting just two days.
Assuming that the Foreign ministers
spent a total of three hours before
lunch and three hours after, each day,
that leaves us with a total of twelve
hours that these august personages
devoted in arriving at their decision.
Their decision mvolves 59 groups
and individuals and would have taken
them an average of roughly 5 hours
per group or individual were each
to have been discussed and debated
individually. Considering the many
tongues and consequent simultaneous
translations involved, it does appear
that the EU Foreign Ministers have
been in a hurry.

A sinister figure in the
background in all EU moves
against the Tamils and the
LTTE, is a person who is
rarely seen and even more
rarely heard, is a man who
now calls himself Niraj
Deva and is a Conservative
member of the European
Parliament (MEP).

It is however heartening, that this
EU group has agreed to inform the
persons, groupsand entities concerned,
the basis for their decision. It is
also encouraging that these groups
and persons so blacklisted are to be
allowed to comment on the decision.

It is public knowledge that the
LTTE was added to the EU list of
‘terrorists’ only last May, following
a “Joint Motion for a Resclution’ that
was submitted by 18 signatories from

five groups. A study of the names
of the 18 signatories is interesting.
It is possible that quite a few of the
signatories had not heard of Sri Lanka
before the resolution was adopted.
Most interesting however, is the name
Robert Evans, indicated as belonging
to the PSE Group. Most Tamils in
Britain have heard of Robert Evans,
who has graced many meetings
sponsored by Tamils of the Diaspora
in Britam. Mr Evans was also the
keynote speaker at the Intemnational
Tamil Federation (ITF) annual
luncheon last year (2006).

Mr Evans made a forceful speech
at that luncheon and claimed that he
was all in favour of the Tamils and
their cause. He so moved some of
the persons present that these persons
stood up to applaud him at the end
of the meeting. In fact the president
described it as a ‘standing ovation’.
Some of those present, who, however,
had occasion to study the joint motion
before the EU and were well aware of
its contents and its signatories, did not
stand or applaud. They knew that this
same Robert Evans had been one of
the signatories to the motion that had
led to the LTTE being banned by the
EU as ‘terrorists’.

A sinister figure in the background
in all EU moves against the Tamils
and the LTTE, is a person who is
rarely seen and even more rarely
heard, is a man who now calls himself
Niraj Deva and is a Conservative
member of the European Parliament
(MEP). Sri Lankans know this man
as- Niranjan Deva Aditiya who is
believed to be a dual passport holder.
He 1s said to be a citizen of Sri
Lanka and of Great Britain and is said
to hold passports of both countries.
Perhaps. his Conservative voters are
not aware of this fact and may wish to
reconsider their options when they go
to the polls the next time round.

This resolution, on the basis of
which the LTTE was banned, makes
interesting reading. It is an EU
document but any Sri Lankan reading
it will find that the language used and
some of the details of incidents in Sri
Lanka mentioned in it, can only have
come from a Sri Lankan. It is well
known that the various Sri Lankan
High Commssions and Embassies

around the world now have special
staff whose prime duty is to ‘stir
the pot’. This post tsunami surplus
of cash. with which the Sri Lankan
government is awash, may require
deeper study and audit. These persons
appear to have been entrusted with
the task of showing up Tamils, in
the various couniries, in the worst
possible light. Most recently, we had
a man with the un-Sinhala name
of Maxwell Keegle who is First
Secretary of the High Commission
in London, rushing to press with
a completely megalomaniacal story
about the LTTE collecting funds
by ‘scamming’ credit cards and pin
numbers at petrol stations around the
country. The places he has referred to
are scattered around the country and
include Edinburgh; Bury St Edmunds;
Leeds etc where a Tamil would stand
out like a sore thumb, but not London.
Perhaps, Keegle should study an
atlas of Britain and Tamil population
figures there before coming up with
his next fairy tale.

It is well known that the
various Sri Lankan High
Commissions and Embassies
around the world now have
special staff whose prime
duty is to ‘stir the pot’

Going back to the EU ban, it is
interesting to note that among the
countries of the EU who have voted
in favour of the ban are Portugal,

Holland and Britain who were all |

colonial rulers of the island now
called Sri Lanka. The current problem
on the island is entirely Britain’s
making, Britain was always aware
of the presence of two nations on the
island — Sinhala and Tamil. Yet she
granted independence to the island as
one country thereby condemning the
Tamils to & permanently subordinate
role.

Let us hope that good sense with
prevail among the countries of the
EU and that they will at least fry to
study the background instead of being
bricfed by persons like Niranjan Deva
Aditiya or Maxwell Keegle.

I Insurance for Impwﬁty

|

'By 8. Jayahanthan
‘ In the wake of the delegation
of civil powers to the security
forces in Sri Lanka comes the media
release on 24 April 2007 from the
foreign secretary announcing to the
‘world that on 12 April 2007 the
defence secretary has re-circulated
the Sri Lankan President’s directives
on protecting fundamental rights of
persons and /or detained, first issued
| on 07 July 2006.

In early December 2006 was
introduced one of the most barbaric
of all emergency regulations of
this: nature especially in regard to
human rights and freedom of
| speech, the Emergency (Prevention
and Prohibition of Terrorism and
Specified Terrorist  Activities)
Regulations No. 07 of 2006. The
passage of this regulation effectively
nullified whatever semblance was left
of human rghis after the original
issuance of the circular in July 2006.
Coming after even the delegation of
civil powers to the armed forces makes
the re issuance of the circular and
the foreign secretary’s media release
a complete sham and an eye wash
designed to hoodwink the international
' community and international human
rights organizations.

Short of requiring washing the feet
of the victims with tender loving care,
the circular pre-supposes that even
the most untutored officer in the rank
and file of the armed forces would
have a fair knowledge of human rights
let alone of fundamental rights. and
the capacity to grasp their purport
not to mention even those in the
| higher echelons. Even during the
| most peaceful of times, in the past,
 especially since 1970, the police and
| the armed forces were never known
to have been particularly kind to
the Tamil people. They were even
privy to the state engineered pogroms
against the Tamil people. In fact one
of the reasons for the rise of Tamil
militancy was the constant harassment
| and the humiliation of innocent Tamil
civilians by the armed forces.

One of the most comical of all lines
in the circular is; * ...and for the
purpose of ensuring that fundamental
rights of persons arrested or detained
| are respected and such persons are
treated humanely™.

In talking of arrests and detentions,
it is not quite clear whether abductions
and disappearances are implied

therein.

A simulated scenario typical in
terms of the provisions of the circular
to an unsuspecting observer looking at
it at its face value would be something
like this in the various situations!:

for abduction: officer to the citizen:
“Sir, I am corporal Simon of .......
We invite you to go for a nice drive
with us. Could you kindly get into this
white van”;

for disappearance: officer to the
citizen: “Sir, I am Corporal Simon
ofyea Just close your eyes for a
moment and we will take your body
and soul on a travel where your soul
will leave your body to travel in time,
and you will be at peace with the
world”, answering a question, Corporal
Simon says: “No sir, we do not have
torture in the meaning of Article five
of the UN declaration these days but
we have other alternatives where if
you happen to live* after this, your
relatives will not recognize you™.

for gunning down: Officer to
citizen: Sir, I am Corporal Simon
of......" Just put your hands up and
don't bend your body, we will make
it as painless as possible. It will be
all over in a second. Sir, please give
us your address so that we can hand
your belongings safely to your family
at your home”;

for bombings: flyers arc distributed
as follows: “Ladies, gentlemen,
children and invalids, please assemble
either at a church, a temple, school or
hospital tomorrow morning between
8:00am and 11:00 am. In fairness to
all we do not want anyone left out”.

An officer religiously following the
provisions of the circular, certainly
cannet expect an award or a medal but
would be a very likely candidate to be
considered for psychiatric treatment.

Again the re-issuance of the
circular would on the surface give the
impression that it is a reflection that
the armed forces are either continuing
to violate human rights with impunity,
that the armed forces have become a
law unto themselves or both.

No. There is more to it. The actual
undertone to the re-issuance of the
cireular is more sinister. It is to distance
themselves from the human rights
crimes and indemnify the powers that
be against any future accusations of
genocide and or war crimes and to
shift the responsibility and the blame
squarely on the armed forces.
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On Track Academy
(UK)

An Opportunity
placement opportunities.

Pevelopment (CCLD).

soadphs LGNS BUOUNIpE o fisdr omEld
Children’s Care, Learning & Development
NVQ Level 2 & 3 Training and Introductory Courses

Itis intended to recruit those who wish to gain knowledge and experience of children’s care
within a realistic work environment either through their existing jobs or by finding

On Track Academy (UK) will deliver introductory courses for example ‘NCFE National Award
Level 1 Working with children’and NVQ Level 2 and 3 in Children’s Care, Learning and

Target Group

School pupils.

Ideal for a wide range of people who are seeking a general intro-
ductien and training for NVQ Level 2 &3,

Training for Mature Students (or Members of Minority. Culture
Groups) with English as second language. Also, to Secondary

Minimum Entry Age

14 Years

Entry Guidance

No formal prior qualifications are required, although candidates
should have the minimum level of literacy required for them to
camply with safety aspects of the award. No previous experience
of working with children is required.

The centre must check with the local Social Services the legal re-
quirements regarding working with children and provide evidence
to the External Verifier that these have been implemented.
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GNL_LLIGUTLD.

Nearest Tube: Kentish Town /Sangam
Association in Edgware
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dlmwdl ehdlyume i
0208952 1191/07957 307 296
www.ontrackacademy.co.uk
info@ontrackacademy.co.uk
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ONTRACK ACADEMY (UK) LTD - flmieuemd
Gadaniflen Casetlan ufle Qeimiu Gerars,

No: 5662819.

Founder / Director Mrs. T. Chandrapalan
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Manager /
Administrator

of a Hindu
(Shiva) Temple

As one of the biggest
temples in London we are
committed to maintain
and enchance the qual-
ity of service provided
to our devotees of the
Highgatehill ~ Murugan
Temple, 200A Archway
Road, London N6 5BA.

Brittania Hindu (Shiva)
Temple Trust a registered
Charity is looking for a
responsible and commit-
ted active temple worker,
a vegetarian with good
management and ad-
ministration skills with a
commitment to serve
God, to fill the above
vacancy, and a savite.
The applicant should be
teetotallar & non smoker.
This Is @ prestigious post,
responsible for the-man-

agement, administration
and accounts of the trust.

Working  hours  will
depend on the activties
in the temple complex
and in the temple and
the opening hours of the
temple.

Working during Saturdays,
Sundays and  Public
Holidays is expected.

Knowledge of English
& Tamil is essential.

Computer Literacy, basic
accountancy skills and
a clean driving licence
would be an advantage.
No other formal gualifica-
tion is required, but previ
ous Temple Administra-
tion experience —would

BRITTANIA HINDU (SHIVA) TEMPLE TRUST

be an advantage. Annual
Salary is £12,000 paid
monthly. There is no extra
pay for over time for
working during unsocial
hours.

Preference will be given
to a person who is
willing to reside in the
temple complex, free
accommodation will be
provided. Accommoda-
tion for wife and husband
will be considered if both
wife and husband are
vegetarians and willing &
fit to serve the temple.

Applicants should not
have any direct or indirect
business interests during
theperiodofemployment.
Cancentration should be
directed towards the ac-

tivities in the temple and
in the properties of the
frust.

Anyone interested in
the above vacancy can
obtain the job specifica-
tion from the chairman of
the board of trustess

(020 8348 9835)

Interested applicants are
requested