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TAMILS-
A TRANS STATE NATION

living in many lands & across distant seas

LL---When it became necessary to
develop a new percepticn of things,
a new internal model of reality, the
problem is never to get new ideas in, the
problem is to get the old ideas out. Every
mind is filled with old furniture. It is familiar.
It is comfortable. We hate to throw it out.
The old maxim so often applies to the
physical world, "Nature abhors a Vacuum”
is. much more applicable to the mental
world. Clear any room in your mind of
old perspectives, and new perspectives
will rush in. Yet, there is nothing we fear
more..." *(Dee Hock, founder & CEQ, VISA
in 'Birth of the Chaordic Age’)

“.Groups of people are solidifying
their identities outside of the state, and
the twenty-first century will see new
configurations of nongovernmental,
intergovernmental, and UN structures..”
(Elise Boulding - Building Peace in the
Middle East, 1994 quoted by Kevin Kusawa
in Finding the Kurds a Way: Kurdistan and
the discourse of the nation-state).
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- from a lyric by Kavi Arasu Kannadasan

Today, more than 70 million Tamil people
live dispersed in many lands across
the globe. “Tharnilan illatha Nadu illai -
Thamilanuku endru Oru Nadu illai” - “There
Is no state without a Tamil - but there is no
state for the Tamils”.

Given the armed struggle for Tamil
Eelam in the island of Sri Lanka, and
the two hundred and fifty thousand (and
more) Tamil asylum seekers and refugees
in many countries in the world, including
Great Britain, USA, Australia, New Zealand,
Canada, Netherlands, Germany, France,
ltaly, Switzerland, Norway. Denmark,
Sweden, and Finland it may be tempting io
conclude that the dispersal of the Tamils Is
of recent origin. But that would be wrong.

[t is true that the genocidal attack on the
Tamil people in 19883 in the island of Sni
Lanka and the heightened conflict lad to
the large numbers of Tamil asylum seekers
in the 1980s and 1990s. In the 1980s, for
instance, during the period of the Cold War.

SLOID6TT Q6V6VTS [HITLYEVEM6V
SUIPeDIS Q&B6UTMI 6(H HITLR6VEM 6V

and Germany’s ralatively liberal asylum
policies, many Tamils entered Europe via
Germany.

However, as far back as the 1950s, the
enactment of the Sinhala Only act in 1856 in
Ceylon (as the island of Sri Lanka was then
known), the genocidal attacks on the Tamil
peaple in 1958, as well as discriminatory
employment policies in the state sector led
many Tamil professionals including doctors
and engineers, to seek employment in
Great Britain, USA, Australia and New
Zealand. Later, in 1972, discrimination
in respect to University admissions in
Sri Lanka, saw a second wave of Tamil
professionals leaving the island, to secure
not only a future for themselves but also
to provide an adequate education for their
children.

But, again, the Tamil disapora is not
sirnply the result of oppressive Sinhala

rule in the island of Sri Lanka. British
colonial rule also dispersed Tamils from
their homeland in South India and the
North-East of the island of Ceylon (as it
was known then) to many lands.

The abolition of slavery between 1834
and 1873, was followed by the system of
indentured labour. The servant ‘agreed’
to work for a fixed number of years in
exchange for a meager wage, plus room
and board. The British enacted laws in
the colonies to render the breach of the
employment ‘contract’ by the 'servant’ a
criminal offence punishable with a prison
sentence.

In the 1840’s Tamils went to Trinidad in
the Caribbean, Guyana in South America,
and Mauritius off the coast of Africa; in
the 1860's to the British colony of Natai
in South Africa; in the 1870’s to the Dutch
colony of Surinam; in the 1880'5 to Fiji

Others migrated to the French colony of
Reunion. Some migrated to Burma now
known as Mynmar (and which until 1937
was a province of British India) to work on
the plantations or to work as clerks and
book keepers. Tamils from Tamil Nadu

went to work on the plantations in central

- Ceylon and in Malaysia. Tamils who had
resided in the North of the island of Sri
Lanka, went to Malaya and.Singapore in
search of white collar employment.

The Tamil diaspora is a growing
togetherness of more than 70 million people
living in many lands and across distant
seas, many thousands as refugees and
asylum seekers. It is a togetherness rooted
in an ancient heritage, a rich language
and literature, and a vibrant culture. But
it is a togethermess which is not-simply
a function of the past. It is a growing
togetherness consolidated by struggle and
suffering and, aiven purpose and direction
by the aspiraucns of a people for the future
- a future where they and their children and
their children’s children may live in equality
and freedom in an emerging one waorld.

Courtesy: www. tamdnatron org
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A Sinhalese painter and visual artist

on the theme of PEACE

Wijelatha
Edirisinghe is
a Painter and
Visual Artistfrom
Kurunegala.
She is a BFA
Graduate from
the Institute
of Aesthetic
Studies, University of Kelaniya.
Since 1993 she has participated
in Art Exhibitions in Colombo and
the provinces and in the last two
years, her work has attracted
awards. Wijelatha's work is
included in the Serendib Gallery
Collection, Colombo.

Space 2002: Acrylic photographs
on canvas 118X716cm

“As once war was exploited
peace is now being exploited.
Peace cannot be introduced by
another couniry nor can peace
be achieved by the signing of an
agreement between two powerful
personalities. Attaining peace is
also not a magical process.

Peace can only be achieved if
the community as a whole desires
it and create peace. Ifthe process
of peace Is addressed with
equality, unity,
dignity interlinked like the links in
a chain. Youand | can destroy all
impedimeants o achieving peace.
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It is not Sri Lanka versus the LITE: Itis
Sinhala racism versus the Tamil people

hat has been the

awesome meaning. This word

signs of any Tigers. When the

camps in open warfare, and Kkill

Committee of the Red Cross

propaganda thrust of the
Sri Lankan government in the
world forums up to now? - that
Sri Lanka, with a democratically
elected government, is under
attack by a terrorist arganisation
called the LTTE. This is not only
palpably false but a distortion of
Sri Lankan history.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, are, by their very
name a liberation organisation.
They are not separaie from the
Tamil people. They are in fact
the creation of the Tamil people.
They are the fighting arm of the
Eelam Tamil people in their 50-
year old struggle for justice and
fairplay. By trying to isolate the
LTTE from the Tamil people, the
Sri Lankan governments and the
Sinhala-owned racist sections of
the Colombo Press have half-
convinced some gullibte foreign
observers that theirs is a battle
against terrorism. Ever since
the twin towers of NewYork fell,
pricking the ego of the world’s
only superpower, the word
“terrorism”has taken on a new

has now become a convenient
tool in the hands of unscrupulous
governments to get away with
their own murderous intentions.
Just stick the label “terrorism”
and the knee-jerk reaction of
unthinking people is {o accept it
without thought.

Do terrorists wear
uniforms in any country

outside Sri Lanka? ...

The history of Sinhala racism
against the Tamil people had its
beginnings with the very dawn of
independence in the year 1948.
No one had heard of any Tigers
then. The only tigers peopie
knew about were the four-legged
variety. Even when President
Chandrika’s father brought in the
infamous “Sinhala Only” Act |,
alienating the Tamil people fram
the body politic, there were no

Tamil people were massacred
under the President’s father’s rule
in the anti-Tamil riots of 1958,
no one had heard of any Tigers;
not even in 1977 when Tamils
were attacked again; nor even
when the Jaffna Public Library
was burnt down in 1881 by
Sinhalese hooligans under the
direction of two Sinhalese cabinet
Ministers. Today, by trying to
bring in the specious argument
that the fight is not against the
Tamil people, but only against the
LTTE, the Sinhalese governments
are burying the dirty part of Sri
Lanka's past history.

This argument of the fight being
against the LTTE and not against
the Tamil people has another
important use.One cannot fix
the label “terrorists” on the Tamil

‘people , but one could that with

the LTTE and get away with it,
particularly when the worid’s only
superpower sanctions it. Now,
how does one define a terrorist?
Do terrorists wear uniforms in
any country outside Sri Lanka?
Do terrorists overrun army

a thousand government troops?
Do terrorists observe the Geneva
Conventions of warfare and return

Is there any country,
the United States of
America included,
where the International
Committee of the Red
Cross liaisons with

any organisation that
is termed “terrorist”

by the United States
government? Do the Al-
Khaida terrorists wear
uniforms?

dead bodies of soldiers to the
International Committee of the
Red cross. Is there any country,
the United States of America
included, where ihe International

liaisons with any organisation that
is termed “terrorist” by the United
States government? Do the Al-
Khaida terrorists wear uniforms?
There are a possible dozen more
questions about the definition of
“terrorism” to which neither the Sri
Lanka government nor the Bush
administration could possibly get
at the correct answers, but then
why should they worry? Thelr
word is law and that is all that
matters .

The only right answer that the
Tamil people have discovered
in their long non-violent fight
against State oppression and
State terrorism i1s simply - Force;
it is sheer force, nol morality,
not fairplay, that enables the
U.S.government to bully the rest
of the world. The need today
is for the Tamil civilian voice,
particularly the Tamil expatriate’s
voice, to be raised in every public
forum globally and articulated
with unanimity that the Liberation
Tigers and they, the Tamil people
are one and the same. More, that
they are proud to be so.
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The covert war Sri Lankan government

started puts Ceasefire in crisis

The covert war started by the Sri Lankan military intelligence has now become a low intensity war
between the parties putting the ceasefire in jeopardy writes Dinesh Rasaih.

ver since Karuna started
the rebellion forces within
Sri Lankan government

was trying to use the issue to
weaken the LTTE in the East.

They were shocked by the
sudden defeal of Karuna in the
lightening offensive by the LTTE
but decided to use Karuna's name
to start a covert war against the
LTTE in the East.

LTTE's repeated warnings
to the Sri Lankan government
and appeals to the international
community with regards to
this covert war were not taken
seriously. -

In fact they were seen as a
sign of weakness and the covert
war continued with more killings
of unarmed LTTE political cadres
and prominent Tamil Nationalists.

This led the LITE to respond
and it seems LTTE has reacted
with a series of high precision
intelligence aperations both in
the Northeast and in the Capital
Colombo.

Following their tradition
of hypocrisy US and EU
statements criticize the
LTTE for the violence
and apportion blame
disproportionately

on the LTTE.

This resulted in the killings of
many members of pro-government
Tamil militias.

Around mid-August Western
concerns in Sri Lanka were raised
uniquely through statements from
United States and the European
Union.

Here is the full text of the
statement released by the US
embassy in Sri Lanka on 19
August 2004,

LTTE accuses the Sri Lankan
government carrying out
a covert war against them

“Deputy Secretary Armitage
has reviewed the situation in Sri
Lanka with U.S. Ambassador
to Sri Lanka Jeffrey Lunstead,
including the recurring acis of
violence such as assassinations
and suicide bombings.

“In light of this discussion, we
urge the parties to take steps fo
work to rebuild trust and schedule
the promised talks as scon as
possible.

“President Kumaratunga has
shown her desire to move forward
on the peace process launched
with the 2002 cease fire.

“The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam needs to respond positively
and enter talks with the Sri Lankan
Government.

“The cease fire and a return to
negotiations represent the best
hope for Sri Lanka’s future as a
peaceful, prosperous, and unified
nation.

“The United States stands ready
to implement commitments to aid
in Sri Lanka’'s reconstruction, but
this will only be possible through
a continuation of the peace
process.

“Real progress towards peace
and an end to violence in word and
deed can begin the process of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam’s
entering the political mainstream,
and result in assistance for areas

in'the north and east most affected
by conflict.

“Assassinations and suicide
bombings are unacceptable. The
recruitment of child soldiers must
cease.”

Preceding this European
Delegation released its statement
on 16 August 2004 after meeting
LTTE's political head S P
Thamilchelvan

Following are the excerpts from
the EU statement.

“Thekilling of political opponents
is a breach of fundamental human
rights.

“There is no excuse for such
violence, which can never resolve
the internal differences in Sri
Lanka.

“Child recruitment by the LTTE,
which is also regarded as a breach
of fundamental human rights, is
an issue of continued concern of
the EUL.

As for the LTTE it is engaged
in defensive operations

and expects the Sri Lankan
armed forces to stop the

covert war they started.

“The EU wishes to reiterate the
points that Commissioner Patten
raised in his discussion with the
LTTE in November 2003 on good
governance, pluralism, human
rights and democracy.

“These are the cornerstones of
a seitlement for an everlasting
peace in Sri Lanka. They are
important too for the LTTE o
obtain recognition as a political
player in Sri Lanka.

“The EU is concerned and
alarmed about the recent increase
in political killings and the inability
of the LTTE to solve internal

Western opinion unfairly apportion blame on the LTTE
disproportionately

differences in a peaceful manner.”

Following their ftradition of
hypocrisy US and EU statements
criticize the LTTE for the
violence and apportion blame
disproportionately on the LTTE.

But these criticisms are
somewhat subdued due to the
fact that they both knew that this
is not a war LTTE started.

A BBC report on 7 July 2004
captures this sentiment more
accurately. At that time BBC’s
Frances Harrison reporied the
following:

“Recent weeks have seen
increasingly angry statements
from the Tigers.

“They have repeatedly accused
the Sri Lankan military of waging a
covert war against them in the east
of the island using the breakaway
commander Colonel Karuna.

“The Tigers blamed Col Karuna
for several attacks in the east,
including the killing of a prominent
journalist and four disabled rebel
fighters.

“The situation escalated on
Monday when one rebel official
was shot dead and three others
injured in two attacks inside
government-controlled territory in
the east.

“The rebels accused the
military of collusion in the attacks
which took place on the day
they commemorate the death
anniversary of their first suicide
bomber and honour the 240 other
young mmen and women who
followed him.

“It looks as if this suicide bomb

blast in Colombo is a message
from the Tigers that they will not
tolerate the situation in the east
any more.”

When LTTE political cadres
were killed Sri Lankan government
denied any responsibilities and
promoted the idea of a non-
existent internecine war within the
LTTE.

It is ironic that the LTTE too now
denying responsibilities for the
killings and blaming it on dissidents
within the pro-government armed
militias.

This low intensity war has already
put the Ceasefire in serious crisis.
As for the LTTE it is engaged in
defensive operations and expects
the Sri Lankan armed forces to
stop the covert war they started.

This feeling was summed up
well on the following statement by
LTTE’s political advisor Mr. Anton
Balasingam.

“Mr. Balasingam expressed the
LTTE’s concern over the. killings
in the East and elsewhere carried
out by armed groups, abviously
with the assistance of the military
intelligence units.

“This, Mr. Balasingam said is a
clear vialation of the CFA and will
definitely not be helpful in creating
a conducive environment for the
parties to recommence the stalled
peace process. :

“Unless the government takes
effective measures to end this
series of violence perpetrated on
the LTTE, it is hard to imagine
how one can seriously talk about
recommencing peace talks”
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Glittering Lights and
Flickering Wicks

A. Anandan

At last . .

discovered some mind

boggling disparity in the list of
priorities during my recent journey
back home.

My main reason for the travel
was to be part of an emotional
reunion of old school friends who
had all been dispersed to several
corners of the earth no thanks
to the events of the Black July
1983. Those guys who hung out
together during school days as
classmaies, sports team mates
nearly two decades ago rekindled

we got some books!!!

War Damaged :S‘t. Johns Staff
room

the sparks of joyful college days
and enjoyed the collective return
home. We had several glittering
parties and made many plans for
restoration of our school for the
preservation of its services for the
future generations.

Reminiscence apart, we learnt
of the hardship that the schools,
the teachers and the students
have endured during the last
two decades of endless warfare.
The valiant efforts of those stoic
custodians of the establishments

of education, their sacrifices
and their dedicated services
are the foundation that upholds
the academic success and the
continuity of the educational
standards back home.

The turmoil that they had faced
is unimaginable from the far
distant places where comfort and
luxuries are the norm.

War damage to schools and
buildings is a scar that could only
be repaired if sufficient number of
old students of their respective
colleges come forward and help.

Some of the schoals are rapidly
repairing their premises. There
is tremendous will power in ithe
people safeguard and make good,
but they reserve the moral and
monetary support from those who
had benefited from the education
that those institutions have so
richly bestowed upon them,

I also visited the American
Mission School where | enjoyad
my primary school days. The
comment from the principal of
that school was so moving. |
happened to be the only old

e

student of that school to have |
returned to say hello to that|
school in the past twelve years of
his service.

He stated that majority of
the students who attend that
particular school nowadays are
all from poor background to the
extent if a student is called up
for not bringing with him or her
an exercise book the student |
may not turn up for school at all |
the following day, for the parents
sometimes cannot even afford to
buy the books for the children. The
total cost estimate of providing
exercise books for all the children
in that school was less than SL
Rs 8,000/= which is less than
£16.00.

The Sri Lankan government
has reduced the salary budget
for that school to cover only three
teachers whereas there are five
classes. The principal has got the
cooperation of the five teachers to
share the three teachers’ salaries
and carry on their services. That
school is flickering like a candle
wick on a stormy night. ‘

Letter to the Editor

"It is not true that A.I works
for western interests"

“Dear Sirs,

| was interested to read Dinesh
Rasiah’s allegation that Amnesty
International works for Western
interests in your paper dated July
16.

| doubt that Dinesh has studied
Amnesty’s latest reports, and
therefore s not In possession of
the full facts.

The Amnesty International
recently reported that The War on
Terror by the US Government has
resuited in the worst attack on
human rights since the Universal
adoption of the Declaration of
Human Rights.

Let's examine Amnesty’s latest
annual report. In which, the
organisation wrote, “The global
security agenda promulgated by
the US Administration and its
allies is bankrupt of vision and
bereft of principle.”

Irene Khan, Bangladeshi born
secretary-general of Amnesty,
who goes further still, “Not
since the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights was adopted
in 1948 has there been such a
sustained attack on its values and
principles.”

Do these statements seem like
they come from a group which
has Western interests on the
agenda?

Amnesty also objected to
British government’s use of its
research on Saddam Hussein's
human rights abuses to buttress
its case for war saying that it was
only used for political reasons.

Amnesty’s criticism of the
treatment of terrorism suspects
detained at Belmarsh prison
angered David Blunkett so much
that it led to him threatening to end
his long-standing membership
with the organisation.

No organisation is perfect.
Amnesty may have overlooked
certain evenis not just in Sri
Lanka but also in other places.
However, to suggest that Amnesty
International works for Western
interests is frankly, preposterous.
It is a serious insult to 1.8 million
members many of whom live
outside the Western countries.

Balendra Elangco
Amnesty International
- Kingston Group

The second annual

S8%  Walkathon was held
#th at Richmond Park,
Sgg London on  Satur
E | s day, the 28th of August,
| 2004. [t happened

|to be a beautiful sunny day. A
| large number about 200 in total
formally registered themselves,
| to undertake the sponsoered walk.
[ The youngest was only 4 years
|old and completed 5 Km with
| some assistance.

| The eldest walker was Mrs K.
| Visahaperamal who at 76 and
despite an old vertebral fracture
completed 5Km in the company
of her daughter. The walkathon
was a great achievement for
all those who completed their
set targets of 1, 5, 7 or 10Km

|in leafy Richmond Park. Some

Walkathon 2004

decided to bring their bicycles
and undertake a Bikeathon!

The Walkathon this year has
helped raise funds to undertake
the project of providing mega-
dose Vitamin A for children in the
most needed areas of Sri Lanka.
Vitamin A deficiency has become
a common problem especially in
the North East of the island as
a result of poor nutrition, poor
weaning practices and poverty.

Vitamin A deficiency results
initially in night blindness and
children cannot see in dim light.

Permanent damage occurs when
5 B o e

the cornea becomes affected

and only corneal grafts will help -

these children.

Megadose Vitamin A given to
children, according to the WHO
schedule, can help to prevent
blindness of children in Sri Lanka.
There is already a programme
of Vitamin A supplementation
to children in the South of the
Island. At the Tamils Health
Conference held in London in

May, 2004, health professionals
came to a consensus that the
blindness among our children
in the NE, was a simple and

preventable problem and it only
needed immediate addressing.

Centre for Health Care a
Registered NGO in Sri Lanka will
undertake the project as funds
becomeavailable. Ifyouwouldlike
to donate for this project please
send -donations made payable
to ‘Tamils Health Organisation
- UK' to 96, Springfield Avenue,
London, SW20 9JU or call 020
B296 8480 or see the website:
www.tamilshealth.com

Fax: 020 8889 5445

Just Remember!

Closing every Saturday
Sailing every Wednesday
Goods will be in Colombo within 18 days

o LAT @ETLIL G EhmG6

020 8888 8787

email: tricont@btclick.com

SEND 2 TEA CHESTS TO CHENNAI AND
COCHIN FOR £75

SEND 3 TEA CHESTS TO SRI LANKA AND
GET THE 4TH ONE FREE

GO0Gs A Ropss Gsma

Trico International Shipping Ltd.
Unit DO11 - Wood Green Business Centre,
Clarendon Road, Wood Green

London N22 6XJ
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT OF ORU PAPER

Anyone who believes anything published in this newspaper is liable to be charged under the Terrorism Act.

Sr1 Lanka offers to bring peace
to the troubled Maldives !

fie recent pro-reforms uprising
in the Maldivian capital of Male
has become a matier of deep concern
to the Sri Lankan government. In
the absence of the President from
the country, who, after a holiday
with her son Vimuknt in Bristol and
Ireland and her proposed visit to the
[N where she 1s due to address that
mtrernational body, Foreign Minister
Lalkshman Kadirgamar has taken
the opportunity te advise President
Gayoom of the Maldives how to
bring about peace i the island.
What happened at the Maldivian
capitalMale, according to Pressreports
was this: on the night of August 12, a
handful of people gathered outside
the National Security Service (which
is the country’s police, military, fire
bigade and intelligency service all
put together) headquarters to demand
the release of some detainees. This
handful gradually grew into what
dissident sources claim the biggest
ever public gathering in Maldivian
history, numbering around 5,000.
The next day, about 200 people
were arrested with the police using
excessive force. President Gayoom,
as all President do, said the gathering
was a violent mob. but others said it
was a non-violent pro-democracy
movement. :

President Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom

Taking advantage of the fact that
the Maldives is a counfry of only
300,000 people (one-third of the
population of Colombo) —Foreign
Minister Kadirgamar adopted a
highly patronising tone when he
spoke to President Gayoom on the
telephone. He said Sri Lanka was
always ready to help a neighbour
in trouble but also cautioned the
Maldivian President that any further
outbreak of violence in his country
would have adverse effects in Sri
Lanka as well. At that point. President
Gayoom had replied testily that all the
help Mr.Kadirgamar could do was not
to barbour in Colombo the members

of the banned Maldivian Democratic
Party who were using Sri Lanka as
their launching pad. An exchange
of words followed, which according
fo our eavesropping correspondent
Boru Singho, left Kadirgamar angry
and speechless.

Later, Mr.Kadirgamar sent a stiff
note to President Gayoom in which
he said : “Your Excellency has to
remember that Sri Lanka has not only
a vested imterest in your country’s
affairs, but as the regional superpower
m the southwest region between your
country and ours — at least this side
of Vavuniya, - we would consider
any interference in your domestic
affairs by any country other than
us, would be treated as inimical to
Sri Lanka’s interests. We have not

forgotten the fact that some years |

ago. you had invited Indian troops to
put down the attempted coup by our
friends in the PLOT movement . We
have to caution you not to make the
same mistake again. We are a nation
used to war and peace and our efforts
at peace-making have been hailed
by the rest of the world. If you want
peace, we are ready fo help you. But
if it is war, we are ready for that
too. That is what our President also
told the LTTE terrorists here. With
friendly greetings , | remain Your
Excellency, Lakshman Kadirgamar.

o
L)

Twin Towers: The New Ones

5 T —— It 3 At last the UUSA government decided to rebuild
the Twin Towers and called for world wide
tenders. Their passion for tall buildings is well
known. The sight of still taller twin towers would
make the great American citizens more happy.
they thought.

One of the construction firms in Japan won
the tender. But there was a hitch. The Japanese
insisted that they named the Towers, for reasons
best known for them.

Americans were bit surprised at first, but after
a little hesitation, thinking that the famous Twin
Towers with Japanese names would even astonish
Bin Ladden & Co. agreed to the condition set
by the Japanese construction firm, They even
consulted Condoleezz Rice, the national security
adviser of President Bush. Incidently she was in
Jappen, that time around.

Do you know the names given by the
Japanese?

They are; NIKKUMO, NIKKATHO.

For the benefit of those who don’t know
Japanese, the meaning in Tamil, is Bl&@&Gwn?
Blesr@sn?

(Courtesy of K.5.Balachandran’s show on
TVI of Canada and shown on TTN)

Norwegians spurn oorumeeyas

he Norwegianpublichavegiven

a cold shoulder to a conference
attended by Sinhala racists and their
fellow travelers in the Norwegian
capital Oslo.lt recieved wide publicity
in the Norwegian press as a gathering
of a bunch of Sinhala extremists
world wide.Our correspendent in
Oslo says that this was organised
by a SPURious association from
down under,with the collusion of a
norwegian who was serving a sentence
of preventive detention for racially
motivated murder of a foreigner.the
sentence being reduced as he was
found to be mentally unsound.Thus
as a precaution the authorities as a
security measure had got the heads
of all Sinhala speakersexamined by a
panel of Psychiatrists as they feared
the noxious jingoism emanating
’from their mouths contaminating

the Norwegian society.Since all of
them were found to be infected with
rabid racism.they were kept isolated
in quarentine and given anti-rabies
vaccine.although they were only
capable of barking and not biting.

The whole exercise was an ulter
failure as only 19 Norwegians
including two foreign office personnel
were present to listen to this anti-Tamil
SPURt and Tiger bashing.It was only
a case of monkeys prasing their own
tail with same trash being repeated
which independent observers say was
far from any road map for peace
in Sri Lanka,We reliably understand
that in a post conlerernice meeting,the
Norwegian authorities had put the
house in order by getting rid of
MUCK-IN-THE .PARLOUR and the
associated Sinhala trash.

JVP to be exp_elfed from the govje}r_lment

Our political correspondent
in Colombo says that the
President is considering expelling
the JVP f{rom the government as
| shs feels that their BELLicose and
| BELLigerent posture is bringing
disrepute to the country to be branded
| as a racist terrorist state.The actions
| of the JVP is driving away the
‘, foreign investors from the country
and their oppositon to restart the
peace talks on LTTE terms is
“ denying the country of foreign aid,
both contributing to an impending
| economic disaster, JVP itself is in
disarray as youths in the organisation
have accused the senior members of
swindling funds and investing them
abroad in properties and businesses.
Since the Sinhala hierarchy want the
JVP to be expelled and form a

properties

ur defence correspondent in

Colombo says that following
the Supreme Court verdict that the
Army is violating the Human Rights
of the Tamil people of their right
to abode by occupying their houses
and lands,the Army has decided
to comply with it by vacating
| these properties.There has been
international condemnation that the
Government of Sri Lanka has failed
to honour the Cease fire agreement
by not withdrawing the army from
public buildings, schools and places
of worship by 90 days of the signing
of the accord.There had been several
peaceful agitations by the Tamil
public to get back their occupied
properties from the army,which may
intensify in the future following
the court ruling.Moreover there is

national government with the UNP,
and the UNP itself has stated that
they would suppert her if the JIVP
is expelled.the president has become
emboldened to carry out this.Peace
activists in Colombo say that the
statement of the president that she will
send troops into LTTE held territory
is only an empty rhetoric to pacify the
Sinhala racists as she herself knows
that any military adventurism will
only result in a sound beating for the
army.

Meanwhile there is speculation
that some foreign countries are
considering to ban the JVP as a
terrorist organisation after they made
a threat to the Tamils in Colombo of
dire consequences in the event of a
seperate state being established in the
North-East. :

Army to move out of occupied

widespread international opinion that
the resettlement of the people and
devolpment of the North-East would
be a meaningless exercise when the
army is cotinuing to occupy vast
tracts of land.Due to all these factors,
the government has decided to
withdraw the Army gracefully rather
than to be forced out ignominiously.
Peace activists in Colombo say
that the Army camps.mainly in the
eastern province had been used by the
government to harbour armed Tamil
lackeys in order to carry out acts of
terror on the Tamils who ate opposed
to their Sinhala racist agenda,thereby
contravening

the provision of the accord to disarm
the paramilitary groups aligned to the
Government within 30 days of the
signing of the accord.

This paper has been disinfcted and certified free from all truth producing germs.
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the monhkey

Shanthia Sivakumar

In a dense jungle, near a river lived a cleaver little
monkey. HM! “I'm hungry.” In the middle of the
river was a small island, where plenty of delicious
fruits grew. Whenever the monkey felt hungry, he
went straight to the island. While he was having his
delicious fruits, something fell down “plop” it was
a rotten fruit. The same rotten fruit fell down again
but this time it fell on him. “Eeee! | wonder where
it came from."

Not far away lived a crocodile and his wife. They
were so determining to catch the monkey they all
ways made plans but none of them seem to work.
“Darling” said Mrs. Crocodile “I've got a plan.”
Sorry sweetie but | know it won't work. "l am sure
this plan will work” Ok then. Their plan was that
when he wants to go island he all ways jumps on
to a rock, then to the island. So, the plan was to
cover the rock with Mr. Crocodile and when the

The stupid crocodile and

monkey jumps on him, he will catch him with his
tail.

So, the next day, Mr. Crocedile did what he
was told. When the clever monkey finished he
show that the rock was green then he knew that
the Crocodiles were up to something. Then the
monkey thought for a while then said “How are
you today.," Accidentally the crocodile lifted his
head and said “fine” then the monkey thought
again. If the crocodile opens his mouth it will close
his eyes, so the monkey asked the crocodile to
open his mouth and said he will jump in. When he
opened his mouth the monkey quickly jumped on
his back to the other side. What a clever monkey
that wasl!!
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The Palmyra Palm

It is a very useful palm. The leaves are used for thatching,
weaving into baskets. It provides fibre for robe and strings.
The fruit is used as food. Juice rich in sugar is obtained from
the inflorescence. It Is fermented into an alcoholic drink such
as toddy and also evaporated info palm sugar or jaggery. |

the young root is used dried and ground into flour for

| culinary.
The Palmyra Palm is of great significance to the Tamil
.. | people for it is an essential source of livelihood for them.

Answers
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How long can a person live without a brian?
| don’t know, how old are you?

What is a boamerang that doesn’t come back to
you? A stick

Why are baseball players so rich?
Because they play on Daimonds

What do you get when you put ducks In a box?
A box of quackers

What has dimples but never smiles?
A golf ball

Why was the little ant confused?
Because all his uncles were ants!

knock knock...who's there?...cows go...cows go
who? No no cows go moooooo!

Submitted by: Ryan Francispragasam (Age 10)

Why not entar
our colouring
competition? Simply
colour me in and
send it to Oru Paper
and you could be
the lucky winner of a
water colouring kit.

The winner will be
published in the
next issue.

Last week's
winner, Jeyanth
from Dormers
Wells Primary
School, Southall,
has won a water
colouring kit.

[ .i;; ¢
I
et o2 T | .
L TR . » H
F* » e o *R Ko .
g . l:'n.% &
Fi e W 1S |5
N e F
I3 -
i ? ok CR «F
(» / ol
|® C
e % S
‘ ez
r’l. v-, * %
+*
N
»
ol ] ]
‘jt i
@

Dear Kids!
Got a taste of your page! Didn't you? Please help us to keep this
going by sending us your sugestions contributions and ideas.

Thank you !

Kids Paper
45'B' Crusoe Road, Mitcham, CR4 3LJ

ARSMROAKDYV]
FTNGEQYZAI
BUWPSOHIBN 3
EJEAUOPEXT £.8
EWULKARSOP £ §
CICMXTUKLM g
HLPINELMRD 3g¢ 3
VLFTNGUFUNE%%:‘;‘%’
BORAINWSOH 58558
IWQY ZAIBIL 23E3s




SOCu mEEEE S B

SEPTEMBER 03 - SEPTEMBER 16, 2004 |

Clinache

Chaamanti Sivakumar

Two years ago | went to Sri
Lanka, for my cousin's marrige
but visited lot of other cities.
The best was Clinache because
| thought it was a great place to
live in even though it was hard
living there.

| was lucky actually because |
met my great-grandma. She was
my dad's grandmall She lived
with one of her relations. There
was twe annas and one acca. .,
they were really nice and really
cheerful.

The next day they showed

Srilanka

me amusing things around thelr
house. Frist we saw how they
made houses out of palm trees,
first they soak the leaves then
dried it then they flatten it then
they platted it and then fixed it on
the houses. Behind their house
were yards and yards of fruit frees,
on the trees were watermelons,
jackfruits, king-coconut, melons
and a lot more. In the mornings
for breakfast we have these fruits
to eat.

Where they get their water is
from the well. There they have
their baths getting water out of
the well. | was surprised 1o see
that it was my first time | saw it
and | thought it was dangesrous!
But they still lived.

I really enjoyed going fo
Clinache and | actually saw my
great grandma!l You should visit

Message Board
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‘ To My sweetiest Mumn,

May God bless him.

L Happy Birthday mum. You will always be happy and we
will never forget you. Happy Birthday have a great day!

From: Ravi, Tharanian, Rishiyan and Tharshia.

‘Our birthday wishes go to our darling son, Jeyashanth. .
His birthday is on September 5". Qur other children,
Thusanth, Grishanth, Shuyana also join us in wishing
Jeyashanth a very very

Hey! Happy Birhtday to Aravinthan. Boy your birthday is on 7th of
September. You all know that Aravinthan is my Favourete Nephew.
He’s smart quie and clever. 1 am going to spent the whola
Wednesday with him. It's going to be real funl

happy birthday.

there one day and | bet you would
enjoy tool!l

Chaamanti Sivakumar, Age 10

Note; Chaamanti visited Oru
Paper office with her twin-sister
and younger sister, accompanied
by her mother. She used our
computer and to tell you all her
experience. She Is studying in
Wales, hence it is ‘Clinache’ and
nat Kilinochi. Fun! Is it not?

TREATS

JELLY FISH

This snack is sure to be the
coalest thing to hit school lunch
hours everywhere.

Ingredients:

= 1 package blue flavored gelatin
= 250 ml bojling water

s 250 mi cold water

= A handful ot gummy fish
Materials:

* Saucepan

» Clear sealable bags or
containers with lids

What you do:

1. Prepare the gelatin accordirg

1o package directions and allow
to cool

2. When the gelatin has seme
what thickened, spoon equal
portions into clear sealable bags
or containers.

3. Poke & few gummy fish into
the jelly. |

4. Place in a refrigerator until the
jelly fully sets.

5. Pack your Jelly Fish in your
funch box along with a spoon for
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They have dont it!

How easy

The twin sisterg Slndhu and
Indhu Pathmabaskaran both got
4 “A”s in the recent Advanced
Level Exam. They are well known
for their singing ( TTN, Kanakuil
& others). They are learning
Bharathanatyam, Veena, Flute

| and Keyboard Skilis, too.

and
parents,
the Tamils as a

They brought pride
happiness {o their
teachers, and
whaole.

They are always cheerful

| and find time and' enjoyment in_

attending all the social functions
with their younger sister Gaythri
and parents.

" They don't normally say,” No!
We are not coming, it's boring”.

Simply that makes them
different.

Both have chosen to do
medicine and we all wish themn
great success knowing that they
would become Good Doctors
and serve the community well
and truly. May God bless them!

Miruthanga Arangetram

el van

ravanan
runanithi had
{ Miruthanga
| Arangetram
(debut) on
22" August at
Ashcroft Theatre,
Fairfield Halls,

Croydon. The hall was full of well

wishers and all appreciated the

program which in all lasted about
| four hours.

Saravanan’s Guru, Sri

Somasundara Desiger who helped

| him to give such a wonderful

performance was also praised by

the chief guest, Shri Karaikudi R

Krishnamoorthy for his talent and
professionalism,

\
i‘ 1 am very proud of my friend.
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Ragavan Muruganathan
{Age 15)

CULTURAL ENTERTAINMENT
Building a lx;:::lrie in Jaffna

Urchestra

by Kothandapani grot Sept 4'" Satuarday
Live Music 6.30pm
Vocal

Sir James Hawkey Hall,
Broomhill Road,
Woodford Green, |G8 0BG

Video documentry
on cancer crises in

North & East for further info:
Bharanatyam Call 020 8505 4725 or
by Mudralaya student 01908 679 035
| St Johns & Chundukuli The Night will Include
3 course §ni-Lankan meal.
Annual Dinner Dance ..
Chief Guest: Mr & Mrs Thanabalan | Complimentary Wine ),
Dance music by POP
11" September 2004 Music Legend Mike Cook
Start Time: 19:45hrs | lvom Sri Lanka
Finish Time: 1.30am | Raffle Prizes and mogellt

Watford Hilton
Elton Way, Watford
WD25 KHA

COME AND MEET
THE PRINCIPAL OF ST JOHNS

Contact: Rajana Kulasegaram 020 8252 6759
Jayantha Amold 01923 825 235,
T Chrishanthan 07801 035 380

£ rhisefian difsaiso man. QLIS SIS OTRSSTHILOTET

sfoBILIT LLDSaD, Lsvaslu SnBassin 2 -
Birthday's

> any occasions

| CONTACT: GURU

020 8692 6866
07956 273 330

K- Mass Cavd Competition
2004
“give a helping hand”

" $% | The cards will be printed and sold in |
aid of Vanni Institute of Medicine, |

., | Dentistry and Health Care Studies
™ Phase 1 Building: Library, Learning
: l Centre and Lecture Theatre. This is |
¥ | an Institute to train Primary Care
| medical and dental students and
" || paramedics. At present students
are learning under a tent with very
few facilities, MIOT have already
advanced £10.000 for the builiding.

MIOT Youth Forum are launching an X-mass card competition and this
years title is “give a helping hand”. All designs should be on A4 paper
and submitted to us by Oct [6th MIOT Youth Forum. c¢/o 7 Brangwyn
Crescent, Merton Abbey, London, SW19 2UA. There is no age limit and
senior arlists are welcome to submiit designs on this theme. 6 designs will
be selected by the Youth Forum Committee and each winner will recieve
an Art and Design pack.

Please put on hold buying your X-mass/ Thai pongal Cards as they can be
purchased through MIOT.

The Medical lostitute of Tamils (MIOT) is a registered UK charity Any
donations 1o MIOT are tax deductable through Gift Aid. Our current
projects are Jaffna Renal Dialysis Unit, Vanni Institute of Medicine,
Dentistry and Health Care studies. Sponsorship of Medical students at
Jaffna, Faculty of Medicine. A Primary Care Education, Research and
Training Centre is to be set up in Jaffna. In the eastern district a Children’s
home for girls is supported by Northern MIOT.

The Medical Institute of Tarnils (MIOT) 1s a registered UK charity.
Registration No: 1066824.

www.miot.org.uk
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43 Anerley Road, London SE19 2AS
Tel: 020 8778 8666
Fax: 020 8778 8999

eral ino@ajaccountancy.couk | web: www giaccountancy.co Lk

our srjeéiality in UPVC windows and dbors, various types of
Aluminium doors and windows, patio doors, porches and leaded
lights
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BN L. QB il Coltmsrs s BIBmIss
 AGF S CalsaE SIBINT QTG Al et
% LATHA WINDOW AND DQOORS
Phone for Free Estimates

020 8665 9975

Mobile: 07931 148 792
28 Boston Road, Croydon, CRO 3ED

INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING LTD
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OHTLITBEHDS®: FIID
45C Crusoe Road, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 3AL
Tel: 020 8646 5222, Mobile; 07939 550397

BIMDE6ET, siRRannsad, afflanses:
upsmssl, soRnksd. wiBiunssd. uhdiasss,
sgdmses nhph eflrsudunacnd dfnssgtes -
Bpmawrs srecsRurarensyl sonks Bondd
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Buhppsesrdreram.

EELAM SHOP

399 Lewisham High Street, Lewisham

020 8690 6545

Raja & Co

Solicitors
Administrators of Oaths

O ad (LD sbobsorer dALnis@®be, bl srab
Aiguab 066 501657l s

aomsn SDliehh Bon
o1& el & L Lim 1B g oM 601 ID

0208 772 4900

: 6 -
B LR e 10 Upper Tooting Road,
Tooting Bec London SW17 7PG

ABIDS

MD, Lanka Soya,
Munchi Biscuits,
Tin Fish, Dry Fish

i Geudi

import & Export
. 020 8520 1923

. Q20 8500 7487
wet, WWW.Caaveri.oom

80 Markhouse Road
Walthamstiow
London E17 8BG
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Competitive fares on all airlines to

SR LANKA & SOUTH INDIA

Excl taxes, concditions apply

- 08456 447 666

London-Hounslow-Birmingham-Manchester-Glasgow

Air Conditioning & Electrical Specialists

237’)—\' Edgware Hoad,
Collindale, London

020 8200 8962
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FOR THE ASIAN TASTE OF
SPICE CURRY | gall us to make your day

“cool” and satisfactory
with our variety
of food.

_ 020 8667 1700
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80 South Road
Southall UB1 1RD

TEL: 020 8574 9209
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'TIME TRAVEL & TOURS
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Special rates for all HOTELS & Package Holidays to .
SRI LANKA, MALDIVES, DUBAI & INDIA i

| Call now fair the fares to COLOMBO
&ALL WOBI.DWIDE Destinations

3 | COLOMBO - mmm
' Return £40 per pemn

::7‘:;209-21-0 Tooting High Street 432 Alexandra Avenue 136 Kenton Road
Rayners Lane Harrow

020 8429 8333 020 8907 6965
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Main agent for Qatar Airways

Linham
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QATAR AIR;VAYS —
COLOMBO RETURN

360 ..

From 14th July to 30th Augusf
Valid 1 month - Outbound Wed only
Please ring

020 8665 0206

www.linkair.co.uk

Linkair Travels Ltd, 3#1 LG"du"\ i?oad Croydon CRO 3PB
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Vahizan Disk Worid
528 Ealing Road, Wembley

Vmpv Video Ltd
537 High Road, Wembley

020 8902 5055
Get up to 10% off From our online shoping
vahizan.com

Email: sales@vahizan.com
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eaching nglish in Kili-othci,

please don’t be silly!!

Shankar Kumaralingam

When the Editor of orupaper.
com told me that Mr Jayakody
was not going to carry on with his
columns | felt a bit sad. ‘Freedom
of expression is a cardinal
principle of your profession’ |
said. ‘Well, this is a business first’
the Editor smiled.

But then when | found out
that the Editor was warned by
many people especially by very

cultured and civilised aunties not

to perfuse the teenagers minds
with Mr Jayakody’s confused
and foolish thoughts | agreed
with this decision of gagging him.
That chap was making a fool of
himself in his columns | thought
long time ago. So when the
editor asked me (begged me,,
really) | agreed to carry on with
my columns.

| arrived in Colombo a month
ago and my lovely aunt picked
me up from the airport. She is the
principal of an elite giris’ school in
Colombo. Tania Johnson would
have defined her as a great Tamil
matriarch.

‘So Shanka, (she deoes not
pronounce the r) what are you
going to do in Sri Lanka, eh’ she
asked. So | told her for the third
time about my working holiday in
Kili-Nochcchi for two months.

She didn't say anything but |
realised that she was not warm
about my plans. ‘So your mummy
is happy about you going to
Vanni-Kaadu' she commented.
‘'m not going to Vanni-Kaadu,
I’'m going to Kili-Nochchi' |
replied with irritation. "Well, that
general area is called Vanni and
it is & malaria endemic jungle so
in Tamil it is fittingly deseribed as
Vanni-Kaadu that is Vanni jungle’
she said.

Again that evening | was made
to describe to aunty’s posh
friends with posh accents what |
was going to do in Kili-Nochehi.
When | mentioned teaching
English they were silent.

Then one woman opened up.
‘Why do vou want to teach them
Englishi? | do not think they have

the gift of English. You are going”

to waste your time and energy'
she said.

I did not understand the
notion of this ‘gift’ for learning
a language. For me learning
a language is a set of neural
programs which a good teacher
and a keen student can master
together through hard work. So |

They were disappeinted with
my ignorance and looked at me
with pity.

Then my aunt said 'son, it is all
karma. We are in this world in order
to carry out a pre-determined
set of functions, socially,
academically, economically and
so on. For example if somebody
is going to master a particular
field in academia then they are
born with it. You can try all your
life but that is no use. We all
occupy these pre-determined
positions in our society by our
birth, that is we are born into a
particular cast, religion, family
etc. The ones with good karma
like us (they all agreedjoccupy
a high social, economic and
academic status through birth .
If you try to help the undeserved
ones to achieve a high status
through education then you are
disturbing a social equilibrium
which was established by our
thousands of years old rich and
great culture. This is what a great
Tamil poet said as lrukkum idath-
thil irunthu kondaal ellam souk-
kiyame’ she continued.

In the meantime a thin looking
girl brought us tea and biscuits
and with out looking any of us
eye to eye placed it on the table
and went away.

What my aunt said was
thoroughly confusing. This is a
woman who is highly educated
and experienced but what she
was saying did not make any
sense to me. So | said so.

She smiled at me and said ‘well,
competency in English language
is a very important tool and a
powerful skill in our society. Itis a
source of great influence. For you
it is like going to toilet, a basic and
mundane function, everybody in
England speaks English. That is
not so here. Earlier on one of our
great prime ministers who was
educated at Oxford where | did
my MA identified this situation
and straight away scared the

mother tongues were going to
extinct if they prioritise English.
Since then the ones with bad
karma have been focussing all
their attention on reading, writing
and to uplift their mother tongues
and fighting among themselves
as whose language is best and
important etc. At the same time
the Prime Minister and other
important people like us sending
our children to London to be
educated in English. Thus we
keep Sri Lanka where she is now,
among the top with other nations
that prides itself in rich culture
and traditions.

‘Well, you are telling me
that competence in English is
probably the most important
source of influence in a post
colonial country like this. In order
to make our established social
positions through birth, solid
and unshakable we continue to
keep this monopoly of influence.
In order to do so we need to
make sure that we alone occupy
higher social, academic, political
positions. To do so is to keep
us alone proficient in English
because English is the language
of science, commerce, internet,
research, diplomacy and so
on. In order to do so we make
sure the undeserved ones get
hooked onto and pathologically
attached to their mother tongues
thus diverting their attention
and energy. That is very clever’
| said,

Suddenly | felt like an aristocrat
and this gave me a sense of
elation.

My aunt’s face lit up.

Then she said ‘ Shanka, you
are here to trace your roots and
to confirm your identity. If you
help the ones with bad karma to
be proficient in something our
system here trying its best to
deny then that is betraying your
origin. Basically, what | am trying
to say is, don't betray your origin.
You should always have sufficient
knowledge of your roots and
treasure it with pride. Everyone
has to have an identity. In the UK
you are Just a brown coolie. Here
you belong to the elite. You don’t
have to concern yourself with
the whole country and its history,
at least research into your own
family tree and | will help you to
do so. Now lets go and enjoy
a Barata-Natya evening in our
temple’.

asked for an explanation.

| agreed.

Lord Kumaran,
the almighty Tamil God!

‘How ironic!!
‘M. Thulasi

‘ ince | read Kumaran
l Jeyakody's article, | have
| been finding it quite hard to digest
|‘ that a person from the Tamil race,
|a race that prides itself in rich
| culture and traditions, is denying
his origin. | am sure many of what
| have to say has already been
said but | feel it is my duty to
respond and give my opinion as
well. He does not seem to realise
what is happening in our country;
the amount of loss that we have
to deal with so that people like
Kumaran can live their relatively
lavish lives. He is a disgrace not
only to the people but even to his
name.

Kumaran,

| too was born in this country.
So, yes, | may have a British
citizenship, however, that dces
not make me an English lady.
When | fill up forms, | am what
you would describe as a British
Asian. Note how the term ‘Asian’
is stressed, i.e. Asian is the
noun and British, the adjective.
Wherever you go, do people not
ask you what country you are
from? Do you say England? |
reckon that would make you look
rather daft! Hopefully, you say Sri
Lanka or India or whichever may
be your country of origin. When |
started university last September,
| was excited to see people from
a wide range of backgrounds.
| have learnt a lot about many
different cultures and of course
| also share what | know about
our culture, the good and the
bad. There is a handful of Tamil
people in this country that give us
- a bad name due to their appalling

behavior, but we must show that
not everyone is like that.

I'm not going to say that you
shouldn’t move with English
people, of course you should.
In fact, you have to, if you want
(to fit in well with the society.
One should ke able to mix with
people fiom all backgrounds
without any reservations. There is
nothing wrong in embracing other
cultures, just do not speak so
low of your own! | am assuming
that your parents are Hindu and
are from Sri Lanka. As you were
born here, you say that you are
English. Does that also mean that
you are now a Christian? | hope
you agree that you do not give
up your religion for that particular
reasor. It is in the same way
that you should not give up your
identity, your background, your
race.

Of course, you are entitled to
your opinion. However, it is not
right to assume the whole Tamil
population is uncivilised just by
judging a few people that you
happened to meet in Sri Lanka.
Referring to an example that
you mentioned, you saw people
picking their nose. Are you saying
that you have never seen a
Englishman pick his nose? | also
happen to think that it is not a
pleasant sight. Then again, who

' are we to interfere with people’s

freedom? If that is how they wish
to live, then who are we to say
that they are wrong? No-one has
set the standards. It has not been
stated anywhere that everyone
in the world must follow the so-
called ‘high’ standards of the
British! The British culture also
has certain aspects that can be
criticised. You also think that they
ask too many personal questions.
| agree with you but it's what
they do! Are you seriously telling
me that your parents or other
family members are any different?
If you wish not to answer their
questions, then state that clearly.
You just have to learn to be more
tolerant. Racism is defined as
‘a belief in the superiority of a
particular race'. It does not say
that ‘particular race’ has to be
your own. Therafore, if you believe
that the British race is superior
then what does that make you?

It does not make someone
any less of a person if they are
not educated. There may be a
difference in their ways of lives,
but that does not make the
educated superior in any way. It
is not right to judge a person by
their financial wealth ‘and their
amount of knowledge. One’s
character can be identified by
their personality and even to
an extent by their background.
Some Sri Lankan parents are
uneducated. This can be due to
the standardisation system in Sri
Lanka, lack of facilities, financial
difficulties etc. However, when
these people come to foreign
countries, they work hard and
make sure their children do not
suffer like them. So, you should
not really judge your friend’s
parents, especially as you do not
know the reasoning for their lack

- of ‘professionalism’. You said that

‘They (Tamils) never read anything
for enjoyment or knowledge’.
Yes, that must be why there are
high sales figures in” Tamil book
shops(!)

Regarding what you said
about supporting other sports
teams, how can you say that
we have to support England just
because we are in England? Is
it not acceptable to support a
sports team based purely on your
analysis of their talent? Would
that not make more sense? So
does that mean you cannot live
in London and support football
teams such as Manchester United
and lialy’s Juventus?

Basically, what | am trying to
say is, don't deny your origin.
You should always have sufficient
knowledge of your roots and
treasure it with pride. Everyone
has to have an identity. You don’t
have to concern yourself with
the whole country and its history,
at least research into your own
family tree and I'm sure you will
find gems of your own. Please
think twice before degrading the
Tamil race.

sumps HI0p!
wsvis &i0H Fipid!!
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READERS' REPLIES TO KUMARAN JEYAKODY

Hang on! What's the reality. . .

Karthik Subramaniam

am not usually the sort to

write [nto these columns,
however, having read this column
over the past few publications,
| have been compelled to put
finger to keyboard.

Mr Jevokody's article was
obviously a caricature of an
opinion which | feel is the majority
opinion. More outrageous were
the reply’s. Those people need
to bring themselves to the twenty
first century. Last issue's reply
comparing assimilation in society
to Hitler's aims was ridiculous
Last | recall, Hitler's agenda was
one of annihilation.

The recent Olympics provide an
appropriate backdrop to the point
I wish to make. The Olympics
brings about the gathering of
the world's greatest athlete’s
fo compete against each other
There are probably a lot of us are
not bothered about the whole
thing, but the guestion | ask is
which team would you support.

certainly don't think many of
15 walk around with Srl Lankan
flags or even Tamil Eelam for that
matter,

Peace talks in Sri Lanka are
joing through tenacious moment.
hope there is peace in Sri Lanka
ust for the sake of the people
iving there: But how relevant is it
o usliving here that there is peace
there. How will our life change
when we have a “Tamil Nation?"
Will we walk around with flags
and T shirts, painting our faces;
much like football supporters?

Canada: Can you

Amir Khan; Silver Medallist
Or will we pack our bags and go
back.

| for one am grateful for my
family's migration 1o this country,
| would not have had the same
opportunities in Sr Lanka, as |
have had here. Most of us feel
at hame in cold, concrete South
London, We are more foreign in
Sri Lanka. We go tc Sri Lanka
as toupsts, staying in expensive
hotels. eating In expensive
restaurants that local people could
only dream of. We wave around
the powerful English pounds in
the shops. My favourite film, song
and book are all English. | have
seen Tamil films and find them
quite ridiculous. | feel well and
truly part of this Engiish sccisty.
Don't get me wrong. | don't mean
English in the sense of Imperial
England, but multicultural
integrated England

| am amazed to find that there
are people who hold so strong to
this notion of being Sri Lankan.

Isn't it just a matter of time, of
generation before we become
part of an integrated society,
one in which ethnicity does not
matter. Isn't this what so many
struggles in the past have been
about? It seems nowadays ethnic
identity does mare harm than
good, creating a barrier between
people. Why do we let our ethnic
identity tell us how we behave,
who we should and should not
get on with.

On a recent visit to Sri
Lanka, | found Colombo very
“westernised,” people strive for
a "westernised” living, driving big
cars, making lots of money. For
anyone who feels they need fto
preserve the “Tamil identity,"” they
should take a trip to Sri Lanka
for a reality check. We should
consider ourselves lucky, living
in a free and all inclusive society,
isn't this the reason we chose to
come to this country. The reality Is,
we work and live in England, not
Sri Lanka. We spend most of our
time in an English envirenment,
and this undoubtedly will change
us all, it is only a matter of time

| am quite pleased English
contingency did well in the
Olymples, Including the Black
and Aslan (hopefully there will
be more) athletes, Everyone else
who lives and enjoys living in this
country should do the same. For
those whao don't, that Is fine: too,
that's one of the benefits of living
in a truly free society.

put a price on education?

Nichi Francispragasam
by e-mail from Canada

Financiany speaking tertiary
education s not a right.
it's a privilege. This reality was
revealed to me only quite recently.
A couple of days ago | was on the
phone with one of my friends
from high school, whom | hadn't
talked to since our grad in June.
As.conversations go between two
good friends, our conversation
led 1o talks about university and
where all of our buddies from
high school were going. We
talked about the courses we were
planning on taking and about our
respective universities, University
of Waterloo, and McMaster
University, both within the top five
universities in all of Canada.

Since we were both living on
residence | asked her if she had
bought anything for her room
and she said that her parents
were already upset that they had
to pay her tuition and residence
which comes to about $11000.00
CDN. | asked if she had tried for
the Ontario Student Assistance
Program she had but her
parents make over $100000.000

and OSAP wouldn't give her
anything. So | said they should
have enough money to pay for
education anyway, its their job.
She laughed and told me that
she asked for money to buy
school supplies and her parents
began to lecture her en how they
didn't make money just for her
and her two little sisters. | was
baffled by this, I've grown up in
a family of six and my parents
don't make half of one hundred
thousand, but yet when it comes
to education they are anything
but stingy.

As our conversation progressed
| learned that one of my friends
was going to college, because
her. parents' income did not allow
her to qualify for OSAP and they
refused to pay for her education.
| couldnt believe this because
April's parents had been on her
case for as long as | have known
about getting into University and
doing well in school, now they are
refusing their daughter university
{she had applied and goften into
all her choices).

So | asked my friend who was
on the phone with me what April
was gaing to do to pay her tuition
fee for college and | learned that
she had saved up enough money
from her part time job at the local
convenience store to pay for her
first year, and she would try and
find another job so she could
somehow fund herself through
university,

| feit a new form of gratitude
towards my parents and pity
towards April and anyone else
in her situation. | personally am
on scholarship to university so
-there is no cost on my education,
but even then | still rely on the
money my parents allocate for
my school supplies. | know that if
my dad had not worked overtime
| wouldnt get the new pencils
and supply of paper which have
always abundantly been given
to me. Where would | be? Where
would my brothers be? Consider
this the next time you feel that your
parents are obliged to provide

you with a university or college |

~ education, they don't have to.
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