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Bicyele Ride
This guy, Anandan fook me down the

mermory lane. | ean still remember my
old bike.

Oh! Man it was a marvellous mode of
poor man's transport. Recently when
| went to Jaffna | was surprised to see
so many mothers riding bicycle with
their children.

During my school days three of us
were riding on a bicycle and | can
remember a policeman stopped us
and said, “Deh, two people doubling
| allow, three people doubling | not
allow, come to the police station”. We
made him smile with a five rupee note
and went home. Now | am seriously
thinking of starting an AA Bicycle
break- down service in Jaffna. No
man | am just kidding, Anandan.
Ruban
London
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Sri Lanka:
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No War, No Peace, No Talks, but all that Suits America Muscling in!

Sri Lanka small navel vessels and

t is known for sometime now

that the U.S. ‘government
has been steadily increasing
its strangle hold on Sri Lanka's
political future. Under President
Bush, the U.S. has become a vital
international thug, defying the
U.N, defying the rest of the world
and having its own way in every
corner of the world. [t is true that
little Sri Lanka could do nothing
about it, but Sri Lankan politicians
of all varieties are certainly guilty
of one thing: by their inability to
solve their own internal problems
by themselves, they are the ones
whe have paved the way for the
U.S. to gain that stranglehold on
their country's political future.

[t all began with Kadirgamar's
treacherous act in getiing the
U.8. government under Clinton to
include the LTTE among the list
of international terrorist groups.
It cosis the U.S. nothing to do
that. On the contrary it gave
them the excuse to include Sri
Lanka in what they perceived as
their fight against international
terrorism. American secret military
comimando training followed. Sri
Lanka's pathetic dependence on
American aid mad®& Sinhalese
politicians kowtow 1o every
American interference. The
frequent visits of the big- made,
big-talking Assistant Secretary
of State of South Asia, Richard

Armitage were indicators of the
extent to which American interests
in Sri Lanka had deepened. All
that was water under the bridge.

The most staggering event
however, was what happened |ast
month — the visit of Maj. Gen. Karl
W. Elkenberry, described as the
directorofstrategic policy planning
of the U.S. Pacific Command.
He was not the first senjor U.S.
officer to visit the island. But
what makes his visit something
of a mystery was his arrival at
Palaly Airport in the company of
the Sri Lankan defence forces
commander in Jaffna, Maj. Gen.
Sunil Tennekocn. According to
a Colombo report he is reported
to have inspected the entry and
exit points of the army in Jaffna
and seen the army's forward
defence line at Muhamalai. it was
not an informal or casual visit. it
was described as “official”. Now
what brought a top U.S. general
involved with strategic policy
planning come to the island in the
middie- of a Presidential election
campaign back home and look at
the entry and exit points of the Sri
Lankan forces in Jaffna. The U.S.
Defence Adviser Lt. Caol. Richard
Girien had also accompanied the
major general.

Is there some deep anti-LTTE
conspiracy afoot? There s a
growing realisation on the part

_the

of the Chandrika government,
as well as the U.S. and Indian
governments that the military
balance is today very much in
LTTE's favour. The government
forces are totally unprepared in
the event of a war breaking out.
Politically too, the LTTE is gaining
credibility on the international
arena. That explains why the
Chandrika government would
rather keep the present stalemate
position of no war, no peace,
going, while offering whatever
facilities the LTTE need, like the
services of Air Force helicopters
and safe passages to LITE
dignitaries. But that did not mean
the government could be caught
flat-footed if for some reason, at
some point or other, the LTTE
decide on a quick strike.

What happened in Jaffna in
May 2000 will always haunt
Chandrika government.
Remember the sequence of
events at that time? On the
21st of April 2000, the giant
Elephant Pass army camp was
overrun by the Tigers. It was
the governments most stunning
defeat. By May, the tigers were
at the gates of Jaffna. The fate
of 30,000 Sinhalese troops was
in the balance. In a state of panic
Israeli and Pakistan military help
was sought. But to get Israeli kfir
jets to come and pound LTTE

positions, there was a price to
be paid. Nudged by the U.S. the
government was forced to accord
Israel recognition. Pakistan rushed
multi-barrel rocket launchers,
and that was how the Chandrika
government managed to retain
control of Jaffna.

While all that was happening,
what became of India's role?
General Rohan Dalwatte rushed
to India and held secret talks.
India could offer only one help:
to help evacuate the Sri Lankan
troops by air and sea, first to India
and then to Sri Lanka. That would
be humiliating to the Coclombo
government, bui President
Chandrika was even prepared for
that. Fortunately for her, she was
saved that humiliation by timely
lsraeli help.

What is India’s role today?
It 1s mostly that of a passive
spectator, India, caught in a
paralysis of political will that is
of her own making, is merely
chasing events. When the U.S.
top general Elkenberry called the
visit of India’s Army Chief of Staff
gen. N.C. Vi followed. Earlier, an
Indian admiral came and went,
making his presence. They are
only symbolic visits. There is
nothing frightening even about
the much talked about Defence
Co-operation agreement with
India. India is only trying to sell

off shore patrol crafts under the
Indian Line of Credit, using the
Defence agreement as a vehicle.

As long as Indian policy makers
keep hugging bitter memories of
the Indian Peace Keeping Force,
india will never again interfere
militarily in Sri Lanka under any
situation. By not allowing the
two- yearly ban to lapse, they
never allow a 13- year wound
to heal. Assassinations takes
place in every country- the U.S.,
India, Pakistan. Sri Lanka. Both
Mahatma Gandhi and Indra
Gandhi were assassinated by
Indians  themselves. Unlike
individuals who keep old grudges,
nations and world leaders do not
allow personal pettiness to shape
national policy. It is ftragic, for
a regional superpower like India
to allow personal smotions to
supersede national policy.

India’s inability to act decisively
on Sri Lanka, and her conseguent
failure to safeguard her interests
in the South Asian region is
what makes U.S. interference
in Sri Lanka dangerous to the
Tamil people. The laast India can
do is to sniping at LTTE leader
Velupillai Pirabakaran and stop its
disreputable intelligence agency
RAW from plotting against the life
of Mr. Pirabaharan.
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International Community

& Glass

..The Thamils had to face

bloody violence, murder,

rape and looting in 1956,
1958, 1977, 1979, 1981 and 1983
engineered and sponsored by the
governments in power. Is asking
for ones rights an act of war? The
fact, howsever brutal, it mmay seem is
that it is only after the Thamil youth
in thefr frustration took up arms
that we have now lalks of peace
and at least an ostensible desire to
offer the Thamils their rights. ..The
moment the Thamil leadership
drops its arms we will go back
to status quo ante as in 1983...
The International Community will
not take responsibifity for this.
Are members of the International
Community prepared to give up
their arms and pursue peaceful
means to achieve their own
goals?".

The International community has
time and time again come out with
their pet themes such as the need
for the LTTE to put an end to its
militancy and stop recruiting child
soldiers. We do not for a moment
condone the forced recruitment of
child soldiers.

When the Government runs odit
of other ammunition to demonise
the LTTE their hearts go out in
sympathy of the Thamil youth.
Hearing of children being used in
war does arouse the sentiments of
many abroad.

The International community,
however, is not above reproach.
Most of them have their own
hidden agendas. We will deal with
this in a moment.

Let us first deal with the two
issues. These must be viewed in
their true perspective.

There are many reasons for the
Thamil youth joining the LTTE
forces at such a young age.

For many years every Thamil
youth in the North and East has
been regarded a potential militant.
Thamil youths had been arrested,
tortured and incarcerated without
trial. Many have disappeared.
Mass graves bear gruesome
stories. The more fortunate of the
youth have gone to other countries
in search of greener pastures.

Houses

Some others have weathered
the storms to reach friendly and
not so friendly shoras to exist as
refugees. Many are compelled to
remain at home. The parenis of
such children prefer them to join
the militants to fight their cause
rather than to be amested and
tortured by the Sri Lankan army.

It is the ultimate choice that
mothers make in dire desperation,
There are still others who see
no future for them in Sri Lanka.
Like every other young normal
human being they want to make
themselves useful and make a
contribution, and in this instance
to the Thamil cause.

s
Sinhalese dancing around a
Tamil youth, stripped naked,
before pouring petrol and
burning him to death, Colombo,
23 July 1983

The International Community
rarely talks about the Northern
Alliance in Afghanistan that
recruits child scldiers.

Rarely do we hear of the
hundreds of children being killed
in Irag and Palestine.

Recently an lsraeli army Officer
riddled fifteen bullets into a thirteen
year old Palestinian school girl on
her way to school. This is just one
story that came out because It
was told by his own colleague.

lsn't it worse to be brutally killed

unawares than to die knowingly
for a cause?

The Thamils had to face bloody
violence, murder;, rape and looting
in 1956, 1858, 1977, 1979,
1981 and 1983 engineered and
sponsored by the governments
in power. Is asking for ones rights
an act of war? The fact, however
brutal, it may seem is that it is
only after the Thamil youth in their
frustration took up arms that we
have now talks of peace and at
least an ostensible desire to offer
the Thamils their rights. It must be
remembered that the Thamils are
not asking for concessions but for
their due rights. The mement the
Thamil leadership drops its arms
we will go back to status quo ante
asin 1983.

The International Community
will not take responsibility for this.
Are members: of the International
Community prepared to give up
their arms and pursue peaceful
means to achieve their own
goals? Was George W. Bush
prepared to have a peaceful
dialogue with Sadam Hussein to
find out whether he actually had
weapons of mass destruction?
The pre-emptive strike on Irag
was in itself an act of tsrrorism. |
What about the destruction of |
innocent lives and property in the
military incursions into Palestinian
territory, not to mention lrag?

The Thamil territory has no
attraction to offer but only thew’
just cause for a peaceful existence
with justice, equality and freedom. ‘
They are indeed suspicious of
the hidden agendas of most
international advocates of peace.

It is only Norway that has studied
the problems of the Thamils in
depth and undersiood the true
spirit of the Thamil question. They
are therefore in a strong position
to appreciate the aspirations of
the Thamils.

It for this reason that the Sri
Lankan government is jittery about |
dealing with Norway for they know
too much!

Editorial,
Eelamnation.com, 25 October 04

Maveerar Naal ~

Balamurali Balasubramaniam

After twenty years of struggle,
the island nation of Sri Lanka is
on the brink of receiving their
independence. However, this time,
independence will not unfold from
hands of the British. After one
thousand years of oppression, for
the first time in the history of Tamil
people, the term independence
and the right to self-determination
are being recognized.

For the past several centuries,
foreign powers have Dbrutaily
controlled the Tamil people of Sri
Lanka, successfully managing to
squash all attempted rebellions.
In an effort to maintain control,
this information was destroyed
by oppressing powers, and
concealed from the Sri Lankan
Tamil population. No written
literature of the history of Tamil
Eelam has been salvaged from
this time. However, there is a limit
to how long any race, including our
timid Tamis, can only be treated as
second class citizens. Even after
thirty years of peaceful protest,
the Tamils’ plea for equality went
unrecognised. It was time for their
independence.

Today, Mavesrar Naal serves
us as a reminder to end the
oppression of Eelam Tamils. This
day also notes the sacrifices made
by various freedom fighters in an
effort to win an independent Tamil
nation. These freedom fighters

have not only sacrificed their lives,
but more importantly their dreams,
ambitions, and their youth. These
underpowered, under financed,

and underfed soldiers have
successfully waged baftle against
the government army that spends
billions of rupees for their tanks,
jets, and bombers, despite the
impediment of opposing groups.

The reality of my life is that |
could have easily been on the
other side of this article with
an anti aircraft weapon on my
shoulder. | was fortunate enough
to have been born into a family
that was able to |eave the war.
But for the thousands of young
adults and children whose lives
have been turned upside down
by war...they cannot even dream
of living the life that youth in this
country take for granted.

On November 27th over a million
Tarnil Diasporarecognize Maveerar
Naal as a pledge to carry out the
ambitions of the 16,000 soldiers
who have sacrificed their lives for
the freedom of Tamil Eelam, and to
make sure that future generations
will never submit to aggressors

Tamils remember their
own veterans

Kumaran Moorthy

Every November, the poppy we
proudly wear to remember those
selfless Canadians who gave us
the freedom we so cherish, also
reminds us Tamil Canadians of the
freedom that is continuously being

 denied to us here in Canada.

Identical to the Canadian
Remembrance Day of Nov. 11,
Nov. 27 is the Remembrance Day
of the Tamil people. More than
18,000 Tamil veterans died in Sri
Lanka saving our lives from the
government-sponsored  ethnic
cleansing.

If it were not for these heroes, we
would not be here today sharing
this Sri Lankan tragedy with our
fellow Canadians. Yet, sadly, in
Canada we Tamil Canadians do
not have the freedom to openly
pay tribute to these people who
died for us.

The poppy will continue to
decorate us each year. For us,
freedom is not just a word. We
know what it feels like to be
without it.

Source: The Toronto Star -
November 3, 2004
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A day to Remember
A day to Pray
“ A day to Salute
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Maveerar Naal 2004
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Let us come together to honor the Tamil Eelam Heroes
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Appaappa & Ammamma are

hogging the TV again, Mummy

An eyewitness account

A. Anandan

There is time to care for others

It Is guite common nowadays
for aged parents who have lead
wonderful wholesome lives to be
brought over to the UK by their
well settled well meaning children.
They arrive and encounter so
many trials and tribulations in this
foreign land so alien to them.
They find a place of abode where
houses are crammed, a nation
where the culture is so different
and the pace of life so hectic.

After a lot of emotional pressure
with great reluctance the parents
agree totravel to the UK to join their
children. Getting the visa is a long
and stressful process. Sometimes
people have to go to the length of
getling representations form their
local members of parliament to
get clearance for their parents the
necessary visa for family reunion
purpose.

The war situation back home has
meant long term separation from
the children and untold trauma
that they have suffered in silence.
Not just the war itself, but also the
absence of their children. Most
of the time these humble parents
have not been able to be prasent
at their children's 'graduation
or wedding or other important
events. They have been suffering
in silence their kids' lengthy

departure from home. The only
mode of communication has been
a trickle of letters with intermittent
sprinkling of telephone calls.

So, they finally decide to
uproot themselves from their
family homes which have been
in their heirloom for generations.
They leave behind the beloved
muortgage free house with its own
spring well which has provided
clean delicious mineral water
The jack fruit free that their great
grand parents had planted and the
mange tree which bears produce
year by year sweeter than honey,
the king coconut palm that has
given them the nectar of health,
the list is countless. Yet they take
a last bieak look with misty eyes
to embark on this journey which
is supposed to reunite them with
their loved ones abroad.

Alas, the penny drops too socn.
Their own children are so busy
running to work, mostly having
duel income families to keep up
the morigage payments. They
realise that the two incomes are
essential to meet the monthly
budgets that their kids chose to
run. They see that the rat race
endured by their kids is self
inflicted mainly due to the keeping
up with the Jones attitude driven

s

by insatiable materialism.

So they look forward for the
weekend to come, butagain shiver
with even more disappoeintment
for the grand children need to
be taken to their numerous extra
curricular activities. They wonder
perhaps they could teach better
Tamil at home than the parrot
learning at the Tamil Schoal, They
feel starved of the community life
thattheyenjoyed freely back home,
and are denied conversation and
access to their own family here
due to lack of time.

Never mind, they think, once the
kids come back from their week
end classes they could chat with
them, perhaps? But oh no, yet
again more isolation, they want to
watch thelr favourite TV programs
that they missed out while they
were out, but had recorded.

In their caged lives in this cold
and alien land the only solace they
had befriended is the television
and the specialist channels that
they had been bought by their kids
as bribes. Then they get addicted
to the serials and repeats so much
that it is not uncommon to hear |
the loud protests “Appapapa and |
Ammamma are hogging the TV
again, Mummy”.

Massacre on Diwali day
at Jaffna general hospital

twas a Diwali day - 21 October
1987. In the history of Tamils, it
will come to be regarded as a “dark

- day”. Due to the military offensive
started by the IPKF on the 10th

day of October 87, many hospitals
were not functioning, and there
were no transport facilities. There
was a tense situation prevailing
as many innocent civilians had
been either killed or wounded.
Jaffna General Hospital was still
functioning in midst of hardships.

But the barbaric acts carried
out by the |PKF inside the Jaffna
Hospital on that day killed many.
The dead included those at work
- in the X ray building, doctors
in the resting room, in doctors’
offices, in guest houses of the
doctors, and also all those injured
civilians who had been brought
there from all over the peninsula.

Dr.C.K.Ganesaratnam who
finished his medical studies at
the Jaffna University and working
as a Surgeon at Jafina General
hospital, Dr. Parimezhakar,
head nurse Mrs. PVadivelu,
nurse Mrs.Mangaitkarasi, the
supervisors at Leelavati Private
Nursing Home- Mr.Selvaraja,
S.Seevaratnam, Ambulance Driver
V.Shanmugalingam, and active
workers at the Jafina General
Hospital Mr.Peter, Mr.M.Thurairasa
were among those killed on the
spot by the IPKF

An infant and few other children
also became the victims of the
IPKF when they made noise,
watching these horrors. Struck
by a heart attack an aged civlian
died singing the “Sivepuraanam”
Barrels and barrels of bullets were
spent on innocent patients who
tried to seek help. They did the
same to the children and the aged
who asked for water.

On the next morning, 22 October
1987, Dr.Sivapathasuntharam,
who had unknowingly came into
hospital premises attempted to
save his Injured coworkers, was
killed by the army personnel who
were on guard. The next day the
IPKF collected all the dead bodies
and burnt all the bodies at the
back of the mortuary.

A total of 68 innocent Tamils
were killed during this particular
barbaric offensive of the IPKE
This number included three
Doctors, three nurses, seventeen
coworkers at the Jaffna hospital
and others were the patients
admitted to the hospital.

The Kkillings of Dr.Sivapatha
suntharam and other doctors
whoe continued fto serve the
Tamil community unlike the other
doctors who fled to alien lands
after 1983 riots has become a
dark spot in the history of Tamil
people.”

{Courtesy www. tamilnation.org)

Dinesh’s wife begs for his release

Doreen Rita Rajaratnam, the wife of
a Tamil truck driver taken hostage by
Iraqi militants pleads for his release.

“He went there to work so that he
can improve the life of the children
and me," she cried as she sat in their

heme in Hendala.

“I plead with them to return him
to us. How c¢an | manage these
three children without him? We have

nobody else,” she said.

Dinesh, 37, had been working in
Kuwait for the past year and a half,
and reluctantly agreed to drive to Irag
when the Kuwaiti company he works
for offered more money, relatives

said.

More information can be found @ www. releaserajaratnam com
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nce upon a time there were two pals,

Kannan and Ponnan. They were living in
a remote village. One day they both had to go
thorough a jungle which was full of wild animals.
They left for the journey early morning so that they
could tross the dangercus jungle before it got
dark. But they were not that lucky.

Kannan ahd Ponnan

When they were almost half way down the
journey, they hard a loud strange noise. They knaw
very well that it was the noise of a wild animal.
They baoth were terribly scarred and were looking
around to spot the animal. They saw a big bear
walking towards them. Both were worried how
they could manage the sifuation and escape alive
from the hungry animal.

Ponnan suddenly climbed a tall tree and perched
himself on a branch at a very good height. But
poor Kannan who couldn’t climb trees didn’t know
what to do, He closed his eyes and said, "Oh!
God" and told his prayers. Suddenly an idea came
to his mind.

He lied on the ground, pretending as if he was
dead. The bear went near Kannan and started
sniffing all over his face. Kannan got all the
strength and slept holding his breath. The bear [eft
him and went away taking Kannan for an another
dead body:

Kannan was relieved and thanked God.

Ponnan climbed down the tree and went near
Kannan anxiously and asked him,

“Hey, tell me what did the bear tell you". Kannan
smiled and told, * The bear told me not 1o trust a
friend who is of no use when you really need him”.
So telling he left Ponnan and went on his way
more knowledgeable,

Moral : ‘A friend in need is a friend, in deed’
Submitted by: Thivyan Nadarajah

Answers
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What kind of tree Is in your hand?
A palm tree.

Why did the skeleton go to the Chinese
Restaurant? To get some spare ribs.

Who always forgets where she puts things?
Miss forgetful.

What is the longest word in the dicticnery?
The word is .
Submitted by:
Kumaran Manoharan(Age 10)

Nowaidays no two-win® do .~ oe used, Why?

It is mathematics.

One wing open = One wing closed
(same as) When you nultipiy both side by 2,

Tw2 wings open = Two wings closed ie. Door

Books will help overcome boredom.

The problem can be mastered by

Why not enter

our colouring
competition? Simply
colour me in and
send it to Oru Paper
and you could be
the lucky winner of a
water colouring kit.

The winner will be
published in the
next issue.

Last week's winner,
Sathya Sivarajah
(Age 7) from Swansea,
has won a water
colouring kit.

Dear Kids!
Got a taste of your page! Didn't you? Please help us to keep this
going by sending us your suggestions contributions and ideas.

Thank you !

Kids Paper
45'B' Crusoe Road, Mitcham, CR4 3L.J
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| Subject: The Very Hunary Caterpiller

| HUNGRY, LEAF, CAKE, COCOON, EGG

| Hidden Words:
Submitted by
| Kobega (Age 9)
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CHESS

Rajeevan Subramaniam

Let us first recollect what we
learnt in the last lesson. We leamnt
to place the board correctly,
remembering, “White on the
Right".

We also leamnt to identify the
pieces and the moves along ranks,
files and diagonals.

Now to prepare the chess pieces
or chessmen for a game, let us
learn the Initial arrangement.

in the right-hand corner of the
board.

2. Place the white gueen on

the central of the other white

squares.

Here again we have to
remember that the queen always
goes on her own colour square.

3.The Kking then comes in the
centre next to the gueen.

4. Now place the other rock or
castle on the left-hand comer.

5. Place the bishops on either
side of the king and queen;
remembering that the bishops are
always close to the royals.

6. The knights go next to the
rocks or castles.

7, Finally a pawn is placed in
front of each piece.

Repeat the procedurs on the
other side of the board with the
oppesing pieces or chessmen.
Black and white should now rnirror

HALLOGEEN
PARTY!

Halloween's Scary,
Halloween’s Spooky,
All around the world

it's spooky.

Zombie's crawling,

Monster’s roaring,

Vampire's crying,
Bat’s flying,
Rat’s hiding,

Skull’s jumping,
Dust dancing,

Spider's waltzing,
Friend'’s and

Vampire’s dancing,

Zombie's roaring,

Monster's burping,

Children trick or treating,
Bonfires buming,
Halloween'’s the BEST!!

| By Jeeva
Sivakumar

Age 7 years old
HENDON TAMIL

'

1.Place a white rock or castle gach other. .| SCHOOL

bR
mr&.mﬂ«-sﬁy |

(
|
l &) eanaj mmnm’ UBlou 2g. a1

|
' D& B hE BTG @-m o Seris
| [BIe® aufiuir ES BN s_.m‘!m

e (U
D ar BrL ot 2t uma_mmjf

Football Feeling I

Football is a great game

Ohl Uk, the players have come

Lots of players appear on the pitch

Not at all a ditch!

Some players are like Pele

In some matches there's a mele

You watch that strikers come and shoot

With their golden boots

Players use confusing stepovers (like Cristiano
Ronaldo) great headers (like Ruud Van
Nistelrooy) powerful volleys (like Nicky Butt)
kick- ups (like Jay-Jay Okacha) and fantastic
shoofing (like Ronalde).

Football, football is a beautiful game!

Come and watch it. again and again!!

Football Feeling 1l

You won one- nil and then the same. Well

‘you think that is nice well that's just lame.
Remember [ add to the team a spice. | used to
be a 16- year old reserve, Now my manager’s
ready to observe. I am the boy from town.
NOW YOU'RE GOING DOWN!!

By Cheran Gobiratnam

Cheran celebrated his ninth
birthday on 30th October.

P P Ay ———

My Llass Picnic

By: Kaviya

On Saturday, my family came with me to my class picnic.
We played a lot of games. My teacher was spending time
playing volleyball with the other people. We played soccer
when we first came In. | couldn't belive that the principal
and his friends were playing duck - duck - goose with us.
We had so much fun in the picnic. My teacher missed all
the games. We had a race and we had to run two rounds.
After the race we were so lired so we took some rest.
When we were playing duck - duck — goose my brother
was having so much fun. We were very happy. It was the
best picnic ever.

What [ Did At The Picnic?
By: Sumani

On Saturday | went to a picnic when my cousin
Sankathy, my brother and me were in the picnic but know
one was there only two men were there when no one came
and | started to call names at Sankathy like, bull, butterfly,
monkey ect. Each time | called her names someone came
each time. When everyone came the small kids were trying
to play volleyball, everyone was learning and trying to get
the hang of it but then everyone was so Hungry so we
started to eat pizza. When some people finished eating
pizza we played hot potato. One time | won and other time
other people won. Then we played duch-duck goose and
that was fun. Then we raced and | won. We then played
frozen tag and the principal got frozen all the time. | went
home after that.

—
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EELAM SHOP

399 Lewisham High Street, Lewisham s
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Raja & Co

Solicitors
Administrators of Oaths
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0208 772 4900
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Tooting Bec London SW17 7PG
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Tel: 020 8672 9111 Fax: 020 8672 0951 Mob: 07850 876 921
email: Mm uk web: www.skywings.co.uk

W12 CANTEINANCE YOURSBUSINESS

- Business Finance Consultancy has served the

. Tamil and Sri Lankan community for many years.

. We offer our services nationwide and specialise in

~ ANY type of business loan.

Are you buying a business leasehold or freehold?
- If so WE CAN FINANCE THIS FOR YOU.

"~ 3% Loan amounts upto £10 million

% Specialists in commercial property finance
* Development loans up to 100%
% Bridging finance

# Equipment and Vehicle Leasing...and many more
#% Non status and credit problems wellcome
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If you have been turned down by your bank then
CALL Business Finance Consultancy on:

020 8573 9866

or log on to:
Wwwiwibusinessfinandecansultaneyicai
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ESTATE LETT INGS

288 High Street North, Manor Park, London E12 6SA

sri lanka from
india from

pakistan from 10p pence per min pesk  off peak  weekend
02 LK) 11.84 D39 3.9
bangladesh from 5Sp Orange L% 1264 105 5.2
T-Mohile 1K) 3.4 7.56 a5
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Vahnathi Thiruchelvam

Hi! Nagulan, your focussing
of the Uni Crowd, though
they are not that elite as most
of our people think, is fare. You
have given only your personal
observations and | am sure that
you have not done a survey or
interviewed at least a few of them,
before making your comments.
Anyway | am really thrilled that
you dared to speak openly and
encouraged others also to do
the same.

| finished my Uni two years
ago, and though well employed,
| am not yet settled in my life.
My parents are highly concerned
mainly because of my age, and
in fact really worried and don't
seem to be knowing what to do.

| came to this country when
| was eleven years old. |, being
the eldest girl of our family, my
parents took lot of trouble to see
that | was given good education
and bringing up. | was good in
my studies and entering the Uni
was effortless.

Since my 15th birthday, | had the
chance to spend much time with
my friends, most of my friends
were Asians with a fare share
from Sri Lanka. We spent times
mostly in libraries, playgrounds,
home parties of classmaies,
shopping malls and in the school
premises. We used to have fun
and talk about fashions, boys
known to us, films, music, and
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our teachers. Once in a way
my friends and | used to go to
youth clubs and coffee bars. My
parents, especially my father was
very understanding and a real
inspiration to me. My adolescent
age was never aggressive and
hostile. My parents were sensible
enough to accept that the child
of today was ahead in every
respect, in education, in outlook,
and in behaviour. The great thing
was that they never failed to
teach us the great values of our
traditions and culture,

When | was just sixteen years
old, | had a difficult experience,
an emotional one too.

Let me come out with that.
One of those days | met a boy in
a library accidentally. He asked
me if | could help him to find a
book. | saw his eyes, he looked
very kind, charming and paolite.
Something happened in me. |
was speech less and stunned. He
told me something in Tamil which
| couldn't hear. | helped him to
find the book and he thanked me
and.left. | went home feeling very
week and feverish. | couldn't eal
or sleep. He was in my thoughts
always. Following week | went to
the library thinking that | could
see him, but it was In vain. | was
terribly disappointed.

After about four months | saw
him in the town. He was cool
and natural. We spent sometime

f?f{m

Arranged - Marriages;
Love - Marriages....... Divorce.

chatting and came to know each
others names, also. He told
his name was Paranestharan
and that his friends called him
Paranee. When | told my name,
he said,

"Vahnathy, what a nice name”.
He simply didn’t know that
Vahnathy was a nice girl, too.
| never met him again. Now |
know that my experience was
infatuation or crash as we call, or
rather one sided love. He could
have made advantage of my
weakness, what a nice guy, he
was.

My Uni days passed away very
fast, From the first day itself | felt
that | was free from the parental
guidance. We felt liberated and
free, we could mix with anyone
and do anything. Guts and
temptations to try and experiment
every thing was always there.
Almost all were wearing jeans too
tight for themselves and short
vests. | was tall and supposed
1o be good locking and smart.
In the name of fashion, many
were resorting to crazy things.
Even | wore jeans but they were
not so tight around my thighs. |
somehow managed to buy shirts
that covered my navel. | always
managed to sport a decent look.
There were a good number of
Tamil boys, some of them born
here, Now | can confidentially say
that our characters get moulded
here but our values are what our
parents have given to us.

The trouble with most of the
Tamil boys was that, that they
were sarcastic and were thinking
no end of themselves. Personally,
lot of Tamil boys showed interest
in me. But they were not
impressive. There was only one
boy, whom | gave a pass. But he
was too nalve to read it. | really
liked him. Had he accepted my
hint and responded, the story
would have been great. Now-
days | meet my old Uni boys,
most of them are married to girls
from Colombo or Jaffna. | know
what some of our pals not yet
married think of me, *How come
Vahna didn't get hooked while
in the Uni? Wasnt she really
good, She must have had an
affair”. | am condemned outright.
| don't care. | will soon get my
‘Prince Charming, or Mr Right’
from Jaffna. Hallo! At last Appah
and Ammah, you are right! I am
locking forward to be a good wife
and a great mother.
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AN EXPERIENCE OF LIVING & WORKING IN VANNI

Life goeson . ..

The diaspora's role . . .

Shiamala Suntharalingam

i

In 2003, | lived and worked in
Kilinochi, this is the continuation
of my experience.

After one month of being there |
was often approachied to explain
to people who were visiting about

| the health needs and projects.
The local doctors had become
| understandably fed up of visitors
coming for 1-2days taking photo’s,
collecting statistics and leaving
with promises but those promises
never materialising. Visiting small
dispensaries and Primary Health
| Care Centres was the only way
that outsiders would know of the
situation and explaining practical
ways of helping to improve the
| services. Through these visits
we managed to get funds for a
‘ variety of projects. Previous visits
by overseas doctors had provided
solar panels for the Primary Care
| Centres to supply electricity that
was funded by a Canadian NGO;
| MIFT and a USA group TRRO,
provided nebulisers now that
electricity was available and small
DC fridges purchased to maintain
| the cold chain for vital vaccines.

| Following one visit with
. some visiting doctors to one
' Thileepan Centre we realised
basic equipment such as a
thermometer was not available
so funds were soon sent to buy
basic medical equipment to put
together medical back packs.
Also doctors in the UK via THO-
UK funded 25 bicycles for Public
Health Inspectors and MIOT -UK
funded the start of a medical
library for students and doctors.

Sponsorship of students by
several doctors in the UK has
been helping meet the needs of
students as well as paying for
visiting local lecturers to complete
their syilabus and their exams.
Sponsorship. of a children's
nursery for low income families
has been vital to help supplement
the feeds of identified underweight
children. And many more projects
are underway, with the setting
Up Primary Care Centres in the
East of the island to building a
Medical Library, Lecture Theatre
and Learning Centre for training
of Primary Care and Paramedical
students, Phase 1 of the Institute
of Medicine, Dentistry and
Health Care studies that is being
| set up to train Primary Care
Medical, Dental and Paramedical
' professionals. Giving the younger

‘ generation opportunities in further
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education and vocational training
will hopefully stop the cycle of
violence that existed over the
past 20years as well as providing
a much needed health care
service to the local people as
more internally displaced return
back to their homes and as land
is de-mined and peace hopefully
continues.

Apart from me being part of
the British Tamil contingency
and Nithian from down under,
there were Canadian young Tamil
students from TSVP and USA
corps at Vanni Tech, as well as
visiting students from ' Norway,
Sweden and Denmark. The
enthusiasm and commitment
by so many other young Tamils
was inspiring and also extremely
supportive to each other despite
us all working in different areas.
The TSVP students were poached
for a few hours teaching under
a tent for our RMP students on
computers. Some of the students
had never seen or touched a
computer and it was inspiring for
them to have this opportunity.

It was sad to leave after
émonths of living, working,
teaching and having fun in the
sun. Seasonal affective disorder
was not a diagnosis for me
there and leaving the friends,
colleagues and students was
hard but life goes on and despite
me not being there | know my
commitment to improving the
health care system in the North
East of Sri Lanka and education
of Primary Care Practitioners is
a lifetime commitment and | will
return there soon. In the mean
time sharing my experiences,
encouraging others to go and
share their skills and see how life
in a developing country is, and
learning that modern hospitals
with expensive eguipment such
as MR, or the latest hip operation
or breast enlargement procedure
is not alway's required to improve
lives.

A listening ear, a comforiing
touch, basic medical equipment,
basic medicines, health education
and public health measures saves
many more lives.

For further information:
www.tamilsheaith.com
www.miot.org.uk

www.cenireforhealthcare.org
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To Download or

Not to Download?
High CD Prices Send Teens to the Net ... Legal or Not

By Sarah Marsh

Wow, teen years pass quickly.
Theyare full of parties, rendezvous,
cars and, most importantly,
music. Music is an expression
of one's self. Unfortunately, it's
an expensive one. Many teens
are too young to get jobs but are
expected to pay for their own
music. How does this figure? Are
we just expscted to print our own
money? | didn't think so.

So it seems today many teens
are having to resort to using
computer softwars to download
music from the Internet for one
another — wusing all sorts of
different programs. The real Issue
is whether there will be a happy
medium betwean downloading
music illegally and being ‘able to
afford to buy the music to enjoy
the artists in the first place.

If teens are going to download
music and not pay for it, they
should consider all the pros and
cons..Would music artists survive
if eventually not one teen bought
a piece of their music? We can
never tell, and hopefully will
never have to. Downloading pros

include; it's free, fast, convenient
and everybody with an Internet
connection can do it. Yet, the
cons may outweigh the pros,
Think: of the results over time
if these artists don't make any
maney and stop making music.

What we need Is some sort of
a compramise solution. The pros
and cong cannot be balanced for
something that works for today.
The downloading just isn't where
it needs to be. Therefore, we must
all look beyond for a solution for
us all.

Solution number one to this
music prablem: Decrease the
price of this art. Perhaps this is
dangerous since it ‘'may result in
the lowering of income for the
artists and the retirement of some
due to these results. Then again,
people would be out buying the
music and the profit would be
better for the musicians than it
IS Now.

Solution number two: Have a
charge to download music sa
people pay a certain dividend to

the artists and musicians for their
work. You keep the convenience
of downloading music this way.
Some sites are already doing this
and it seems like the best route
for Morpheus and other popular
sites.

How many times do teens get
a CD they really wanted only to
find they spent £14 on a CD
that had only one or two songs
on it they really wanfed to listen
ta? This solution would also save
space, since we could put music
on different CDs and do all soris
of broadcasting of music to suit
more people.

This issue s highly debated,
and the outcome not looking so
good fer the downloading hosts.
If we have to resort to illegal
action, then obviously something
jsn't right. Either it is the artist or
the price, or some combination,
but a solution must be found to
save one of our key forms of art
and communication.

It isn't worth the destruction; it's
worth the solution.

Things You Should Know About
Teens and Gangs

hat is a gang? The

definition according to the
website for the Sacramento Police
Department is:

"Gangs are usually formed
according to ethnic or racial
guidelines, although there seems
to be a current trend to form
gangs for economic reasons.

A gang is 2 group of people who
form an allegiance for a common
purpose and engage in violent,
unlawful, or criminal activity.”

Most parents do not find out
about gang activity until a crime
has been committed; therefore, it
is crucial to become familiar with
the early warning signals and
telltale signs that someone may
be involved in a gang.

According to the Police website,
early warning signs that your
child may be invelved in a gang
include:

Experimental drug use
Decline in school grades
Truancy

Unwillingness to attend family
gatherings or share regular meals

Change of friends
Rebellious behavior at school and
home
Poor family bonding
Keeping late hours

Having large sums of money
or new expensive ltems which
cannot be explained

The Police also provides a list
of telltale behavior that your child
Is in a gang, such as a defiant

attitude toward authority figures,
wearing gang clothing, lacking
mativation and fighting others to
gain a reputation of being “bad."

The following are tips from the
Sacramento Police Department
on how to discourage your child
from joining a gang:

Discourage your children
from hanging around with gang
members. Meet your children's
friends. Find out who they are,
what influence they have on your
children and how they and your
children spend their free time. If
your children choose friends that
are mostly fram gangs, then your

children are probably involved
or will become involved in ons
also.

Develop good communication
with your children. Good
communication is open and
frequent, and it takes on a positive
tone. It allows your children to
come to you to discuss any topic
or problem. It does not condemn
or put dewn. Good communication
allows you to tell your children
that you love them.

Spend time with your children,
Plan activities that the whole family
can enjoy. Spend time alone with
your children. Expose them to
different places

outside of your neighborhood:
parks, museums. the beach, the
mountains, camping trips, etc.

Do not buy or allow your children
to dress in gang style clothing. If
your children dress in gang style
clothing, they are expressing an

interest in gangs and will attract
the attention of gangs. If they
are in the wrong neighborhood
at the wrong time; they could be
victimized or killed.

Set limits for your children. At an
early age, children need to know
what is acceptable and what is
unacceptable behavior. Do not
allow your children to stay out late
or spend a lot of unsupervised
time out in the streets,

Do not allow your children to
write or practice writing gang
names, symbols, or any other
gang graffiti on their books,
papers, clothes, bodies, walls or
any other place.

Teach them respect for others'
property. Develop an anti-gang
environment in your home. Clearly
and continually begin to express
to your children at an early age
your disapproval of gang activity
and of any family members joining
a gang.

Learn about gang and drug
activity In your community. Learn
how gang members dress, how
they speak, their behavior and
their activities. Attend information
meetings, read articles related to
gang activity.

Be an informed parent.

For more information on gangs
and how to keep your child safe,
visit:

http://www.sacpd.org/gangs.
html

http://www.lapdonline.org/
bldg safer_comms/gi_gangs/
gang_signs.htm

Qualify for a
Better Tomorrow
Train with the experts!

We conduct classes for beginners and the professional

Beginners

Computer Basics - Office Tools

Professional De&gl 1 Tools

Qualify in any of these design tools in aThort period
and start your new profession.

Graphic Design:

Photoshop - Illustrator - Indesign
Quark Xpress - Graphics for Print
Web Design

HTML - Dreamweaver - Fireworks
Flash - Swish - On-line Presentations

Fil infoour flexible time tble, We also conduct one
to one traming for all professional design taols.

Come and learn a new
yrotession with Tamil
peaking Lecturers!

B/Z//é’TGCh Pro Training

LOT Rushey Green Lodon SEG 4A1
Phone: 020 8265 2112

Mobile: 07780978027
www.bluetechtraining.co.uk
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| 34 ’\ccountanry& f\udmng
b Business Start Up Advice
b Business Plans & Cash Flow Forecasts

b Tax & VAT Investigations

» .Tax Planning & Advice :

» Life, Morigages, Pensions & Investments Advice
» Management Consul tancy :

» Mortgages & Gommercial Loans
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» Imernauonal Business Finance
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LATHA WINDOW AND DOORS

our spec1ahty in uPVC windows and doors, various types of
Aluminium doors and windows, patio doors. porches and leaded
lights 55T Gl UDFHL APELTHS FIUBSSD COPOSITTL Al Birfody
DI & QYSUTET GG GBS prGmEa
WGP IS Clbwas s SN CLHOsIFTE s Calmt
) LATHA WINDOW AND DOORS
- Phone for Free Estimates

020 8665 9975

Mobile: 07931 148 792
28 Boston Road, Croydon, CRO 3ED

L)

1 and qa!e Traders.

i with over 20 years experience in public practice
43 Aneriey Road, London SE19 2AS !
Tel: 020 8778 8666 i
Fax: 020 8778 8999 :

ermall rfo@aacosurBrcycouk | i web: WAWWEIBoCOUNBNCY.o0. LK ‘fs]

BLbiGans, BETan, 2 Ssramsid 8 tisands Smidsnoran Hifs Coma
GamibS AFevalcy 2 edar aiLGSSGID LwEIND AUl ELPUIBISET...

020 8540 2226 (@

Open 7 days week
All major credit cards accepted
near by South Wimbleson lube stalion.

AT

36 Merton Hish Street, South Wimbledon, London SW17 4AU

email: bparam@aol.com

FTT*R 40 F9w s ndevuaEn

visit; http:/virtual.towns.com
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Trico’s Weeklv sailing to Colombo

ensures that your gifts arrive Faster & Safer.
Transit time to Colombo only 17 Days.

27 years in the Freight Business.

Offices World Wide.

FOR YOUR LOVED ONES IN SRI LANKA

9 LT @ETLAY GEneTEnhiss

020 8888 8787

email: tricont@btclick.com

NOW

GET BUSY PACKING YOUR X’MAS GIFTS

noon TO DOOR GIFT pAcuAees*ro :

. SRI LANKA

/ DELIVERED WITHIN A 70 MILE RADIUS OF col.ouun
\m.t:a OF GOODS SHOULD NOT EXCEED £50.00 cm.l. us
FOR EARLY BOOKING .

experience, reliability & efficiency
GONEG Oewsdd fooks Crma

Trico International Shipping Ltd.
Unit 4, Bittern Place, Coburg Road, Wood Green

Weekly Salllng

To Colombo, Madras & Cochin leading
every wednesday for sailing every friday
Transit Fime: 17 Days

Take advantage of our

London N22 6TP
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1. Jaffna parents with
traditional values, look for their
son, British passport holder,
B.Sc civil engineering (5'7") a
professionally qualified bride,
preferably vegetarian, age 26-28
years.

2. Sister seeks bride for brother,
Jafina born, 27 years, 1.76m tall,
educated at Jaffna Technical
Callege, currently emploved in
UK as a 5 colour speedmasier
printing operater. Looking for
suitable traditional Jaffna Tamil
bride with Tamil cultural up-
growing with good maners from
a good family.

3. 32 years old groom from
a traditional Jaffna Tamil family
(British  citizen) bholding an
executive position in a bank
seeks a bride of a similar
background between the ages
of 26 and 30 years. Residential
status immaterial.
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8. England born, B32years,
Computer Science Graduate,
presently warking abroad, hoping
to return to the UK at the end of
this year Is looking for a suitable
bride.

9, Jaffna born (33, 5'7") Groom,
IT Graduate, employed in England
looking for a suitable Bride,
preferably with UK or any other
EU member- country residential
status.
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17. 8ri Lanka Tamil parents seek
suitable partner for their son, 29
years, 5'8" employed in UK.
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1.Jafina parents seek for their
daughter, Britsh Passport helder,
engineering graduats, civil service
managerial grade, suitable groom
with traditional Tamil values.

2.Uncle seeks suitable groom
for his niece who'is working as a
reserch assistant at a university
in the US. She is 32 years old,
5'6" in height and a christian. The
groom should be a profassional
from US, Canada or UK.
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a, Jaffna born, (Age 34,
5'7"height), final year Civil
Engineering Undergraduate,
British Citizen is looking for a 26-
28 years bridegroom, preferably
a vegetarian.

10. Traditional Jaffna Tamil
bride; permanently employed
in managerial grade in the Civil
Service is looking for a Groom of,
say similar standing, and 5'7"-
5'9™all,
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14. We are seeking a suitable
partner to ouwr sister (83, &'4")
who is an X-ray technician in
Jafina.
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16. Parents seeking Groom for
their28 years old, 5' 4" Jaffna born
daughter with British Nationality.
She is a graduate ih computer
science and employed in London,
Coarrespondence are welcomed
from Sri Lankan Tamils, living
in UK or in Sri Lanka, who are
academically or professionally
qualified. She is bilingual, her
hobbies bharatanatyam, veena
and cooking.
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The most trusted name in the business ———®
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Crech Alrlines

Quar Airways

Suudh Arshian

5 Royal Jordeniam
Alrlines

TRAVEL - SHIPPING
AlR FREIGHT

TRAVEL AND UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE

BY SEA AND AIR'TO COLOMBO AND OTHER

WORLD WIDE DESTINATIONS, AT THE MOST
ECONOMIC RATE

14 Allied Way, off Warple Way,
Acton, London, W3 ORQ

RUWAIT AIRWAYS

AS

THE MOST EASY CLEARANCE OF YOUR CARGO AT OUR
MODERN BONDED WAREHOUSE

8 -
Cyprus Airways

LAKSIRISEVA, 66 NEW NUGE ROAD,
PELIYAGODA

Tel: 020 8740 8379, 020 8749 0595, 020 8743 7353

Fax: 020 8740 4229

E-Mail: glencarriers@aol.com Website: http://www.glencarriers.co.uk
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Pettah efleb sflwimnmb BLES, 4 eugl GNISSSS® (4th Cross Street),
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FBMASETEE
hettiarachi (Colombo)

Thaya (London)

Fres hway Job vacancy

Due to the continued growth of Freshway Stores,we have opened a new
store in London Road,Liverpool and require motivated and skilled staff
to join our new team.The following positions are available:

BUYER: £23,000-£27,000

This is a permanent position.The suitable applicant should have experience in purchase of
goods especially from the Asian market.He /She should also have an aptitude for the pur-
chasing of fast selling ethnic food products.Must be able to travel to parts of Asia and also
have in their possession a valid fravel document with no restrictions on travelling. Must be
able to work on own initiative.Suitable applicant must be able to read and write in English
and converse in Sinhala and Tamil. Ability to converse in Chinese is an asset but not a strict
requirement.Experience in the import and export business and some buying experience is
essential.Must have good negotiating skills and an ability to price fix.

SALES ASSISTANT-3 : £11,000-£12,000

This Is a permanent position.The suitable applicant must have an excellent manner with
customers,retail experience essential.Some training will be provided.Will also be involved in
stock takes and ensuring that the shop floor is always presentable F

t 64 London Road, I.iverpool L3 5NF United Kingdom
b or alternatively e-mail to: harryharans@aol.com
} or telephone on: 0151 703088

5 Cuduich

General Suppliers of Toiletries ltems and Soft Drinks.

Toiletries liems mamib Soft Drinks Bumaimenianm
GHOTAKUT S HUDTEN s saEeT 2 @ 6k sy

Mr. Irshad Ibrahim

Tel: 020 8687 8999 45B Crusoe Road
Fax: 020 8640 9953 Mitcham
Mobile: 07947 192 852 Surrey CR4 3LJ
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Main agent for Qatar Airways 4

iravels Lirited

QATAR AIR:NAYS — ¢
COLOMBO RETURN

£339.

We deal with all major airlines
For all the best fares to Sri Lanka, India, Far East
and all other woridwide destinations

Please ring

020 8665 0206

www.linkair.co.uk
Linkair Travels Ltd, 361 London Road, Croydon CRO 3PB

TERMS & CONDUTIONS APPLY
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aiFRear pcdos alarls

Vahizan Disc World
528 Ealing Road, Wembley

Ik,
| . 020 8902 8828

Uil Vmpv Video Ltd

537 High Road, Wembley
020 8902 5055
Get up to 10% off From our online shoping

: -vahizan.com

Email: sales@vahizan.com
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specialirates fopall hotels & package Halida ¥Sate

ok
Sri Eanka, Maldives, Dubal & Indm

£50 COLOMBO = JAFFNA

Retlrn cep perscn
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call now for the fares to
Colonibo & allother World Wider
destinations

www.ucanfly.co.uk
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Ilél(mtonkoad : 208/210 Tooting High Street | 432, Alexandra avenue
4 Harrow Middlesex HA3 8AZ | Tooting, London SWI7 0SG | Harrow HA2 9TW
Srilankan e . [T] 020 8907 6969 [T] 0208 767 G000 [T] 020 8429 8333
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EXCEL, TWESTERN, GATEWAY ROYAL VICTORIA, LONDON E6 1XL
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