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Three decades of Tamil revolution, but Sinhala
thinking remains as it was in 1956

early thirty years ago. in

1972, an eighteen year cld
Tamil youth founded the Tiger
movement, and four years later
in 1976, the movement fiowered
under the name of Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), Next
week, the same Tamil youth will
be fifty years old . That is Velupillai
Pirabakaran, the undisputed
leader of the Tamil nation, the
commander-in-chief of a powerful
military machine, and the adored
Messiah born to lead the Tamil
people into freedom. Between
these thirty years what has long
been a conservative, seif-centred
Tamil society has thrown out a
new generation of youths, both
male and female, who represent
nothing short of a revolution in
thinking.

A scciety of people who would
hesitate even to donate blood to
a sick relative has produced man
and womean who are prepared fo
givetheirverylivesfgrthe commom
cause. A society of people who
think they are as clever as the
other man and would not accept
the leadership of another fellow
Tamil has produced thousands
of Tamil youths who are prepared

to meet death happily, because
of one word from their leader. A
society of people who thirty years
ago would not accept a Tamil girl
riding a bicycle are now proud of
a new generation of woman who
ride not only motor cycles and
heavy vehicles of all kinds, but
carry shoulder-mounted grenade
launchers and use them in the
thick of war. An older generation
of young men who spent half
their lives in tutories carrying text
books and whose only ambition
was to become doctors and
engineers, and earn fai dowries,
has now given place to a new
generation who are prepared to
give up their own future for the
sake of ensuring a safe future-
for the next generation. If that is
the history of Tamils during the
last three decades, what of the
Sinhalese?

The same spirit of Sinhala-
Buddhist majoritarianism that
devised the lion flag at the time
of Independence has prevailed
ever since, with no change In
thinking whatever, The political
actors might change, but the
thinking remains the same.
The racist K.M.PRajaratnes of

Bandaranaike’s time gave place
to the Cyril Mathews of the
Jayawardene period, and now
time has brought another more
powerful set of racists into the
political life of the country, in
the shape the JVP the Sihala

The longer it takes the
Sinhalese to come out
with a soltution, the better
are the prospects of

Tamil self-rule eventually

Urumaya and so forth. Fifty odd
years of lack of progress and
twenty years of ruinous war have
not made the Sinhalese think
afresh of how to manage their
own country. Every single military
triumph of the Tigers has only
made the Sinhala: mind more
venomous. It was the fall of
Elephant Pass that even gave
birth to the Sihala Urumaya and
brought the Buddhist monks into
the hurly burly of parliamentary
politics. The fact is, the Sinhala
mind Is not prepared to accept
any compromise, anything
whatever, that would lead to a

peaceful settlement of the Tamil
national question. Political power
has been far too long entrenched
in their hands in a unitary state
to permit any change in their
attitudes.

President Chandrika’s own
room for manoeuvring is limited.
The LTTE has not budged from
its position that ISGA proposals
should be on the table at any
future negotiations. The Tigers
know fully well that the President
will not openly agree to that. The
JVP has threatened the President
as saying that if the President
agrees to discuss the ISGA
proposals they would walk out
of the political alliance leaving
the President without a majority
in parliament. There is a lot of
talk of the Oslo “declaration”
that ties down the Tigers to a
Federal solution, but the LTTE
negotiator Anton Balasingham
has shot down the idea saying
that solutions cannot be enforced
by third parties but should result
from negotiations between the
parties to the conflict. Meanwhile
Japanese negotiator Akashi
keeps on dangling the question
of aid that cannot wait for ever

unless negotiations resume soon.
The government's first Budget
on Thursday could bring more
complications to ths- poltical
situation.

All these go to show that
as far as the Tamil people are
concerned, there cannot be any
solution other than some form of
self-rule in the northeast, even
if the totality of the Interim Self-
Governing Authority proposals
are not accepted,

The Norwegian Foreign Minister
Jan Peterson was reported to be
carrying a new message from
Mr.Pirabakaran to President
Chandrika which for the present
puts the ball in the Government
court. Meanwhile, Colombo
appears to be awaiting with a
sense of suspense as to what
Mr.Pirabakaran would be saying
in his “Maveerar Day” speech in
the coming week. But irrespective
of what he says, one can be sure
that no solution can emerge in the
near future. It is however good
to remember that the longer it
takes the Sinhalese to come out
with a solution. the better are
the prospects of Tamii self-rule
eventually.
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LTTE’s checkmate

Mr. Velupillai Pirapaharan

LT here is no point in talking
to the President alone.
We must talk to the government.
Thereforethe Coalitiongovernment
must first clarify its policy. Please
tell the government that it must
proclaim, in a single voice, its
policy regarding the ethnic
problem and the peace efforts so
as to facilitate the next step in the
peace effort.”

Informed sources say that
this Is the essence of the
message that the LTTE has sent
to the government through the
Norwegians. This strategic move
by the LTTE should reveal the
deceit of the government side
that is showing two different faces
to the south Sri Lanka and to the
international community.

The President has formed a
government by bringing together
chauvinistic forces. She is showing
one face to the international
community and another face
to the LTTE. At the same time
her partners in her coalition are
showing yet another face to the
Sri Lankans in the south. This
coalition that is showing different
faces to suit the people, time and
place has no intention of being
involved in the peace process
honestly.

Tamils know very well that this
government does not_have the
inclination to give back to them
theirrights in an honorable manner.
Tamil people also know very well
that the President who formed
this government of chauvinists
only intends to pretend to the
international community and the
country that it is genuine about
the peace efferts in order to drag
out the termn of the government.

Norwegian foreign minister Jan Peierson with Tamil Natic;nar Leader

That the President is only capable
of this is also known to the Tamil
side.

The latest request by the LTTE
has the paved way for revealing
the truth to the international
community by ripping this mask.
The LTTE has effectively requested
the government stop cheating the
international community and the
country and put an end to their
acts deceit by publicly stating
their policy.

There is no response from the
President to this request and there
will be none.

President has her own plan. It
was drawn to give priority to issues

and moves that gives importance
to ensuring the continuation of
her power. To implement this plan
well, her power base must be
firm at this time. She calculates
that it is by showing that she is
intergsted in the peace efforts that
hergovernment can be established
firmly in power. At the same time
she also knows that she cannot
make enemies with her coalition
partner the Sinhala Buddhist
chauvinistic JVP. Thus she is
attempting her moves between
these two opposing forces. The
LTTE through their latest request
has checkmated her.

If the government is to proclaim
that granting back to the Tamils
the powers due to them is the
way to achieve peace then
her chauvinistic partners will
let her down. If, however, the
government does not proclaim
its policy publicly, the Tamil side
and international community
will be angry and the liberation
struggle of the Eelam Tamils will
be legitimized in the international
arena. President Chandrika
Kumaratunge pulled in different
directions by these opposing
forces Is unable to respond to
LTTE's latest request.

Editorial of Uthayan Daily -
17.11.2004

Mr.

US for 22 years.

Ramalingam Shanmugalingam
of USA has passed away

Ramalingam Shanmugalingam (70), also
known as 'Appu Archie’, a San Diego, California
based Tamil activist who campaigned for the Tamil
cause with his writings died Sunday after suffering
a heart attack. Mr Shanmugalingam transcreated
Tamil poems in English and was a prolific writer and
Internet activist for more than a decade.

Mr .Shanmugalingam through his experimentation
4 of Yarzhan Key for simplification of Tamil computing
in 1995 contributed to render Tamiil with Latin characters for Internet
communication. He has also campaigned for the status of Tamil
language as one of the worlds classical languages.

Mr Shanmugalingam is from Nallur, Jaffna and has been living in

He served as an Engineer in a private organisation in Sri Lanka
until 1972, and later served as Chief Engineer with the Ministry of
Agriculture in Zambia for over 8 years.

He has recorded his experiences in his homeland in a 50 chapters
of series of writings titled “Journey Down Memory Lane”,

He has also released a book in India earlier last month.
He leaves behind his wife Susheela, a son and two daughters.

“This is a separate country. This
is Tamil Eelam”, said the Tamil
girl at the LTTE visa counter

he Colombo newspaper,

the Sunday Times, sent its
reporter Frances Bulathsinghala
to the Vanni to cover the visit of
Norwegian Foreign Minister Jan
Petersen. She writes:

“Why are you coming to
country?” asks a girl at the
visa section of the LTTE at the
checkpoint en route to Kilinochchi.
She asks the question in Tamil
and her tone is friendly. After we
state our reason, we retori that
this is still one country.. The smile
stays fixed, but she repeats, this
time in halting English, “no no, not
one country. This is Tamil Eelam.
This is a separate country”.

Frances Bulathsinghala
continues:-

“Three hours later, waiting for
the special Air Force helicopter
to land with the WNorwegian
delegation last Thursday at
the Kilinochchi grounds, the
LTTE Peace Secretariat general

aur

secretary S.Pulidevan repeats in
an official tone the same words
of the smiling LTTE employee
who was distributing passes to
visitors. What was earlier said half
in jest, the LTTE Peace Secretariat
secretary general now repeats in
dead earnestness.

“Compared to previous
comments made by members of
the LITE, this is the first time
any member had referred to the
north eastern territory controlled
by them as a “separate country”.
Mr.Pulidevan who was a member of
the LTTE team that toured Geneva
and other European countries last
month said they had clearly told
officials of those countries that
there were two couniries and not
one. “If they did not know earlier,
now they know for certain that
there are two different armies,
two different legal structures, two
different police units, and two
entirely different governments”,
said Mr.Pulidevan. -

Tigeré have their own aircraft,
'says London-based think-tank

‘ he LTTE has acquired two
aircraft and a helicopter, says
a well-known think-tank based in
| London. The International Institute
' of Strategic Studies (lISS) says
in its latest publication that the
Tigers are equipped with a light
helicopter, the Robinsion R44
Astro, and two light aircraft whose
make has not been identified.

In its annual publication “Military
Balance 2004- 2005 “ IISS states
that the LTTE has one Robinson
R44 Astro light helicopter plus
| two aircraft for reconnaisance and

ligison™, The lISS alsc states that
the Tigers are reported to have
some anti-tank guided weapons
 and surface-to-air missiles (SAM)

eanwhile, the London-

based prestigious British
weekly, The Economist, has in
a map accompanying an article
on Sri Lanka shaded off the
northern and eastern parts of
Sri Lanka in a different colour
and showed it as “Eelam”.

The  Sri Lankan High
| Commissioner Faisz Musthapha

besides being equipped with 122
mm, 152mm aretileery and 120
mm mortars.

The R44 Astro helicopter is
believed to have been developed
by an American aeronautical
manufacturer Robinson from
its earlier version, the R22. The
R44, which was first produced
and delivered in 1983, is believed
to have a more capable engine
and a higher capacity. It is a
fast, high performance 4-place
helicopter and is said to have
a rugged reliability and is easy
to maintain at a low cost. The
Astro is understood to have a
cruising speed of 209km/hour and
a service ceiling of 4265 metres.

is understood io have sent
a protest to the editor of the
magazine to what he said was a
“cartographical error” urging him
to rectify the mistake . He is stated
to have said that the entire island
constituted a single state named
the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka and there was no
“Eelam”.
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Healthy — one way or the other

A. Anandan

e W‘I |

On your bike

t was a clear crisp Sunday
morning and perfect for a
bicycle ride. Usually on a Sunday
morning there is very little traffic
on the road which makes it much
safer to venture out and peddle in
pursuit of gaining some valuable
exercise. | was cycling along our
neighbourhood roads avoiding
the main roads for the fear of
damaging my health beyond repair
in my pursuit of improving it.
| had so admirably signed up
for a gym membership not so
long ago. But | seldom revisited
the machinery madness due to
lethargy one part. And the more
dominant reason being the ever
increasing number of gym users
who all congregate at the most
convenient times of the day, which
makes the whole gym experience
rather stressful instead of relaxing.
Most gyms these days are
turning into a mere commercial
enterprises crowding more and
more people into confined spaces
which creates an unpleasant
atmosphere, in some other gyms
there is also the stale stench of
sweat.

So | decided to fill my lungs

with some clean fresh air, taking
the special north London cycle
routes. As | approached the last
only stretch of main road on my
route home, a car whistled past
me, turned into the station car
park and a familiar face jumped
out of the car and waved earnestly
at me.

| recognised the man, he has
been running a near by shop for
years, | cycled over to him. He
was so happy to see me on my
bike and ‘pronounced that it was
a great idea to exercise, His
doctor has ordered him to get
more exercise, he confessed
coyly. Knowing that he lives only
just a short walking distant away
from the station | politely asked
him why he could not walk to the
station if not for his own good but
at least to keep to the doctor's
orders. “You see my wife has
forbidden me from walking on
the grounds that it may not be so
safe”, his sheepish answer was
twined with a self-justifying grin.

He went on to say that he also
has three bicycles parked at back
of his shop, one for himself and
two for his kids. But he lamented

The staff of Oru Paper wish
the Tamil Eelam national
leader Velupillai Pirabakaran
our sincere good wishes |
on his 50" birthday on
November 26, 2004. May he |
continue to lead the Eelam
Tamil people to freedom and
happiness. [

Not all Sri Lanka's foreign- |
trained four-star generals
have any clue as how to
fathom the military genius of
one man. Who is he? Which
foreign military academy trained

Many bappy returns en
yowe 50% Ginthday!

him? Does he hold the rank of a
Field Marshal? The answer is simple. He has Justice on his side.
What is more, HISTORY IS ON HIS SIDE.

Rei_’lection ;f Tami
National Leader V.

¢ Nature is my friend. Life is my
philosopher. Hisiory is my path-

{ | finger.

e Fear js the outcome of
weakness, a coward’s friend, an
enemy of firmness. Fear of death

is the cause of all human fears.

that he has never actually got on
the bike and gone for a ride. So |
| invited him to join me for a trek
down the safe parts of my usual
route. Just as he said ok and that
he could do his usual Sunday
morning stocking up duty a bit
later, his mabile phone rang.

It was his wife on the phone.
From the shop she had seen that
car turn into the car park. She had
phoned for three reasons. Firstly,
to find out why he was taking
so long to park the car and get
over to the shop, secondly, to ask
him if he remembered to take his
medicine before leaving home,
thirdly, to tell him about their sons
tennis class.

Their 16 year old son had enlisted
for special classes at a particular |
tennis club few two miles away. ’
My friend’s wife informed him that
the new addition for his weekend |
chores list is to take the son to his
class wait for an hour and bring |
him back. ;

So | had to say goodbye and |
cycle back home, this time
remembering to keep much closer |
to the pavement! |

One who wins the fear of death
wins himself. He is the one who
wins the freedom. From his mental
prison.

¢ Whether we like it or not the
change has occurred, struggle is
our life and life is struggle.

e | always give less importance
to speech, only after growing up
in acticn that we should begin

| speaking.

 Rather than idleness of people,
it is the activeness of people that
turns the wheels of the struggle.

s | understand the dignity of a
life, but our right is much more
dignified than life, our freedom,
and our self-respect.

= We are not politicians, we are
freedom fighters.

* We have sowed the seed of
an ideal, we grow it by imigating
with the blood of our martyrs. This
seed will grow up into a iuxurious
tree and make our martyr’s dreams
a reality.

e The liberation Tigers are not
different from the people. The
Liberation Tigers is a people
movement. The people are the
Tigers.

| Eelam
Pirapaharan .

* To govern does not mean
imposing the jule in the people
or exercising the authority on the
people, Governing is a work of
service to the people, a service
directing the people for good life.

¢ The Tamils bowed their heads
when repeatéedly knocked and
lived as slaves with shame. The
greatness of getting them to live
with self-respect was the workout
liberation movement.

* Although the Tamils live widely
all over the worlds, it is in Tamil
Eelam that there is awakening of
the national spirit. It is in Tamil
Eelam the national personality is
born. It is Tamil Eelam there are
external signs of a separate state.

e The struggle for the ideal of
women liberation /s a fiery child
that was born on_the laps of the
liberation movement.

* The strength in numbers or
the strength in arms does not
determine the victory in a battle.
The firm determination, bravery,
and the love of liberty are the
qualities that determine victory.

* My comrades whom | loved
as my life, my generals who have
been fighting along- with me
shoulder to shoulder, my fighters
whom | fostered for several years,
when they fall in the battle field
my heart bursts. Yet in that grief
| do not languish. All these losses
add strength to my will towards
my ideal.
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RAVANAN
(The Tamil King Of Ceylon )

In the Age of the Ramayana Epic, Ravana was
the most powerful Tamil King of Lankapuri (Ceylon
or Sri Lanka). He was a renowned devotee of Siva,
who was pleased with his severe penances and
austerities, granted him the boons of earthly fame
and worldly might, Ravana was a very talented
Veena (Indian music instrument) player. Ravana
used Veena picture on the country flag. Ravana is
not a Hindu God but rather a demon given great
powers by the Gods because of his worship. The
Gods granted him immunity from Death by a God
and conferred super-powers upon him. Ravana
set himself up as Tamil King of Lankapuri (Ceylon
or Sri Lanka).

In the height of his sovereignity, imbued with
the desire to have the Lord of Kailas, his tutelary
Diety installed in Lanka, he exceeded the limits of
disciplined discrimination, and attempted by his
invincible strength to transfix Mount Kailas, ithe
traditonal abode of Siva from the Himalayan region
to that of Lanka. He was foiled in this feat by the
Lord crushing him under His Feet; and finally it
was his astonding act of penance that saved him
from the wrath of Siva. Ravana ripped inte his left
thigh, removed the nerve fibres and turned it into
a lyre, and sang praise of Siva. Then it was that
Siva released him, pleased with his mortification.
This episode of Ravana was constantly alluded
by the Saiva psalmists to signify that piety and
devotion alone without purity and humility, could
not redeem man or give him peace. Ravana was a
great Hindu Bhakta; yet his code of life violated the
Hindu Dharma and he had to pay for it dearly.

Again in the life of Ravana, his insatiable pride
and lust made him carry off Sita, the chaste wife
of Rama of the powerful dynasty of Raghu at
Ayodhya, when they were living in the forest in
exile. Rama and his union with the monkey God
Hanuman to eventually attack Lankapuri (Ceylon
or Sri Lanka) and kill Ravana. Ravana was able by
magic art to take his soul out of his body and leave
it in a box at home, while he went to the wars.
Thus he was invulnerable in battle. When he was
about to give battle to Rama, he depasited his soul
with a hermit called Fire-eye, who was to keep it
safe for him. So in the fight Rama was astounded
to see that his arrows struck the king without
wounding him. But one of Rama’s allies, knowing
the secret of the king’s invulnerability, transformed
himself by magic into the likeness of the king,
and going to the hermit asked back his soul. On
receiving it he soared up into the air and flew to
Rama, brandishing the box and squeezing it so
hard that all the breath left the King of Lankapuri’s
{Ceylen or Sri Lanka) body, and he died. You will
get much pleasure from reading the Ramayana
and tracking the whole adventure.

There are lot of evidence proofs that powerful
Tamil King of Lankapuri (Ceylon or Sri Lanka)
Ravana has been lived in Trincomalee. Because
the Tamil tradition has it that the wife of the
mythical king of Lankapuri, Ravana who was a
devotee of Siva, worshipped at the Koneswaram
shrine in Trincomalee. Anather proof is Discovery
of Ravana's swayambhu lingam. It was originally
found on a Tibetan mountain and later brought
to Sri Lanka reportedly by the Tamil King Ravana.
Moreover, in the Ramayana Epic period Ravana
has used Veena as Ceylon Flag and according
to the “Veena” Pictures on the Trincomalee Fort
proofs that Ravana has dominated in Trincomalee.
Also the seven Hot Wells (Hot springs) in Kanniya
was made by the Tamil king Ravana.

Answers
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kit.

Why not enter

our colouring

‘ competition? Simply

|| colour me in and

J‘ send it to Oru Paper
and you could be

‘ “the lucky winner of a

| | water colouring kit.

The winner will be
published in the
next issue.

Last week's winner,
S.Prashanthan (Age
6) from Luton, has
won a water colouring

Dear Ki;is!

Thank you !

Kids Paper
45'B' Crusoe Road, Mitcham, CR4 3L

Got a taste of your page! Didn't you?.Please help us to keep this
going by sending us your suggestions contributions and ideas.

UKARSOPCXT
UKLJUNGLEM g2
WRWILDDVFT 32
ONTGMUFUNB ££2
LRHAAINWSO £§
FH1 1 XQYZAIl| g3
BINLKINGMA &=
DPGEOENILMS$:g
APODEL JEUA 533
RSMRDVFTNG 232

Soruban Chadramohan (Age 8)

Submitted by:

7Talent knows what to do,

tact knows how to do it!
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A Question to People! [summertime L e o=
- - \ I L] -
What is Deepawali? Summertime s full of sun _I N \/—’I LDL JI rz
Our Sri Lankan people say that 3 You go outside with \/ \/
more than 1000 years ago, a { a hot- cross bun

monster called Narahasuren who
lived in India. He was torturing
people by killing and many more.
At that situation people in india

were praying to God Krishna to B8

destroy or kill this Narahasuren.
As this happened Krishna killed
Narahasuren with help of Mother
of World. So that day was the day
that Sri Lankan people celebrate
as Deepawali.

Deepam means the light of |

the lamp. So people light up the
Deepam to thank God for the help
to kill Narahasuren after the terrible
torture. This is called Deepawali
by the Sti Lankan Tamils.

But Indian people say that Sri
Lankan King called Raavanan,
who killed by the King of India
called Ramar, on that day Indian
people celebrate as Diwali.

| am going to ask
questions.

1. Why are there two different
reasons for Deepawali?

2.' Raavanan was a king of
Srilanka. He had spirit from God
Siva and he is excellent sweet
musician of Veena. He has got

few

people call Raavanan a monster
who has ten heads?

3. Raavanan was imagined
as ten heads because he had a
brilliant knowledge, as the people
draw Raavanan as a ten headed
person, ls it True or Falsa?

Please research and answer the
questions for me.

Thank You,
R.Tharanian (12) Years

Summertime

Don’t whine

Summertime is good

for a barbecue

You open your door

when a relative comes to

your barbecue and

they say "Guess wha"

Then your baby say’s

peek a boo

You all start laughing

And that’s what summer's about
Summer is about playing

And no rude saying

Nebody goes to North Pole

for a chill

Back here, lock at the grill.
Summertime

There's chicken, let's get in a line

By Cheran Gobiratnam

brilliant power, he was good

hearted man. Why do Indian S°M00!

Student of Enfield Grammar

(Age 9)

S 665?;'4

I think Man United can do a turning point

Manchester United has just picked two wins,
one defeat and three draws in the last six
matches. Man. United’s last game they beat||
Newcastle 3-1. | think nobody can write off \
United because they are a great team who have ||
been out of form recently. A 5- game win streak
would be good for the Reds. They should win ||
against Chariton Athletic and West Bromwich
Albion. Rooney has been critized but he is a
great young player and he will be consistent.
The performance on Sunday was far better than
Arsenal's so called hockey match 5-4 victory over
rivals Tottenham. The two teams both played bad
with loads of defensive mistakes. | just hope Man
United can be a bit more consistent. So anyway
| hope yoli've agreed. So get ready to unleash the
real Manchester United!|

By Cheran Gobiratnam (Age 9)

| Mérk Joseph

Mark Joseph is a
twenty three old singer
whose fresh new slice
of guijtar pop unlike
the drear Keane and
the hyper active Franz
Ferdinand. His goal in
life is to make his music be heard globally. He started
his love and urge for music at the sensitive age of
13 when he first heard an Oasis record a friend had

|| recommended to him, that was his first inspiration for

music. Since then, his love of music has developed
rapidly during a decade.

Mark has been on tour with the likes of The Corrs
and his manager has worked with the likes of David
Gray and Damien Rice. Mark began recording music
in the back of his house. At the age of 16 he left
school and decided to kick off his career in music.

Mark's first experience of the music industry wasn't
pleasant. He was immediately promised a record
contract by Virgin Records afier performing a gig
one night. Unfortunately after six months in waiting
nothing happened. This also happened again with
another unnamed record company. A frustrated Mark
decided to release a single (from his album” Scream”)
which he had produced himself without the assistance
of a highly paid record company or advertisements to
support him. After an uphill struggle “Get Through”
reached number 38 in the official Top 40, which is,
a remarkable achievement for a unsigned artist who
didnt have the support. Alsc unlike many artists
Mark doesn't mime and he plays his own instruments
(unlike the overrated Mr. Timberlake). The remarkable
thing is that Mark produced his first two singles all by
himself. ( his second single reached no.24)

Now Mark has been signed from major record
company Warner Bros. After they heard about his
amazing achievements in the music industry. Since
then Mark has been on shows like “Never Mind The
Buzzocks” and “"CDUK". Watch out for Mark's UK
school tour and you might be able to meet him and
get his autograph like | did. Also watch out for his
brand new single “Lady Lady™ which will be out in
February. Check out www.markjoseph.co.uk!

By Mahison Gobiratnam
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One of the major social and
psychological changes of the
century in the West is silently
taking place. Fewer people in
the west are getting married.
Pregnancy no longer requires a
relationship to be regularised,
as has been the case. The
social stigma of illegitimacy has
gradually disappeared, as the
legal status of so-called ‘natural
children’ has come in line with
that of legitimate children. This
has led to a rise in the number of
births cut of wedlock. How will
our soclety survive this mess?.

The phenomenon of unmarried
couples first appeared among
the lower classes and they were
known as ‘common -law husband
or wife’ and was characteristic
of crowded cities. This was the
case in most countries. Even
Ceylon was not an exceptional. In
Colombo the town of Maradana
was notoriously famous for
these. In Jaffna these things were
known to be common among the
poor low or out casts. | beg your
pardon. These cherished values
were lacking in those people.

In the modern West this state
of affair is the result of free choice
in which young women play a
decisive role. The acceptance
of sexual equality and financial
independence make them prefer
a private relationship to a public
alliance, the wedding. Further
with the growth of sexual relations
before marriage, the notion of
living together has become a
reality. But the truth that ‘a man
needs a woman and a woman
needs a man’ has helped the
word ‘couple’ to stay.

Our society believes in the
“establishment marriage”, which
is intended to give a woman
security. Our women are given a
very respectful placeinthe society

See no Evil, Speak no Evil and Hear no Evil . . . now Do no Evil.

orin one’s family. The West never
understood that. We see how
they degrade their women as
evidently seen in pornography
and in advertisements. We don’t
want to see an army of single-
mothers in our society.

We advocate sexual abstinence
before marriage. Sexual freedom
is only an illusion because it
creates a need for sex, the
immoral sex. Our generation
is duty bound to transmit what
we have inherited. The very
foundation of the community is
at stake at every marriage and
family. The big responsibility falls

Our generation is
duty bound to
transmit what we
have inherited.

The very foundation
of the community

is at stake at every

marriage and family

—

on our ladies, the mothers. They
must shed ignorance and guide
and steer our children out of the
mess of the West.

Very often we hear Tamil
mothers, even in the presence
of grown up children saying,” |
have fold my children as long
as they are happy, they can do

Love - Marriages....... Divorce.

Ganesh Varathan

anything they want”". These types
of comments come only when the
talk is around love, marriage and
families. The children, especially
the silly daughters of these
stupid mothers get the wrong
signals. Just visualise a high way
and can you tell the driver that
he could do anything as long as
he enjoys doing that. He has to
strictly follow the lane discipline
and other ftraffic instructions.
The family is no different. When
you talk of studies the same
silly mothers want their sons
and daughters to do medicine.
In fact it should be the other
way around. They should be
advised to choose their studies in
accordance with their enjoyment
and likeness and not marriage or
love. They must promote loving
relationships which are not sexual.
Our boys and girls must be given
enough opportunities to develop
friendship, interwoven more
with an emotional accord and
understanding. Love can equally
be based on esteem, affection,
and respect. A new aspiration to
traditional values such as fidelity
and affection must emerge. Unlike
love, affection is a happiness
unrelated to passion. Feeling of
affection must be there. Even Sal
Babu writes ‘Love’ at the end of
some borrowed sayings, proving
himself what a wrong person,
he is!

There is a believe that our
girls among the cream of our
youngsters, the university
students, don’t give any damn
respect to our boys. Their thinking
is that, if they got married to our
boys, they wouldn't have ‘that
freedom’. Invariably they get
married to some lousy white guys
who are ignored by white girls.
And the mothers would go on
telling,” You know, Tom is not like
the other whites. He is really nice,
why nowadays our Tamil boys,
too behave like them, you know,
what | mean”. The pranks end
with a Hindu ceremonial wedding
in a temple and the proceedings
a real comedy of errors, like the
priest trying to show that that he
knows some English as well.

Marriage in our society is not
a matter of personal choice,
but a family strategy and other
considerations and interests,
not to stress the importance of
our freedom struggle. This is a
collective responsibility. We are
an endangered species of Homo
sapiens.

Unbreakable Bonds:
The spirit of Tamil

sisterhood

| Rosha Manoranjan

“Love is a fruit in season at all
times, and within reach of every
hand.”

~Mother Teresa

hen | think of this quote,
’ | picture the poorest of
woman, struggling to keep her
sari from unravelling, limping into
' town in search of a morsel of food
| to put into her child’s mouth. She
| is the average Tamil woman living
' in Eelam. But to me, she is beyond
average. The strength and love
she shows sends shivers down my
| body. She is incredible. The Tamil
women in Eelam are incredible.
| After years of sexual violence,
years of having batons plunged
| into their vaginas by policemen,
years of having their sexuality
' brutalized by hateful men, these
i women have risen. They have
| risen not for themselves, but for
their sons and daughters. They
I have shown how selfless women
can be. But now it is time for
those of us outside Eelam to
give them something in return. It
is time for us to celebrate those
strong and courageous womern,
and let the world know how
special they truly are. And that is
why Tamil Eelam Women’s Day on
October 10th is so important. It
is important that we never forget
the young Krishanthy who was
gang-raped at a mere age of 12. It
is important that we never forget
the strong Koneswari whose body
was torn apart from the inside. It
is important that we never forget
about that poverty-stricken Tamil
, woman who struggles day to
| day to keep her beloved children
| alive.

| am thrown into anguish when
| | think about the cruel acts these
women have suffered. My anguish

| buids when | think or picture

the woman whose genitals were
burned by a hot iron rod. My
anguish intensifies as | imagine
the 18 year old girl who was
doused in gasoline and lit on
fire. My anguish is on the verge
of exploding when | think of the
woman whose breasts were
cut off and used as symbols of
triumph. And finally, by anguish
keeps building and building until |
can stay silent no more.

People may consider these
women to be victims, but |
consider them to be survivors.
Though many are not here today
to share their story, | still consider
them to be survivors, because |
know their spirit is forever strong.
The spirits of all Tamil women,
living or deceased, still proliferates
life around each one of us. Their
spirits inspire us to no longer stay
silent about those vicious acts
they are all too familiar with. Tamil
Eelam Women's Day is for the
women who deserve to be heard.
It is for the women who yearn for
the opportunity 1o be break their
silence.

These women keep going. They
keep alive the hope that one day
they will be shown the greener
side of the grass. With all that has
been committed against them,
they still stand strong. Even when
the world has shown them its
most hateful face, these women
soar above that world. They
believe. They believe that with
the kindness of their hearts and
the strength of their love, they will
be victorious. As we celebrate
this day, we must show them,
with the kindness of our hearts
and the strength of our love, that
we are joined together through
the unbreakable bonds we share
through living and believing.
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1. Sister looking for a bride
for her brother aged 30. IT
Professional, holding PR in
Singapore, moving to Australia
soon. Looking for a suitable,
educated Jaffna traditional girl.

2. wiplhuremBemstt  Imind
wonss GsrsmiL e _sils) Galsns

utfs@n  26awg  5'10" LSS
HiblsE  sponsor GEFlissgL
\DERIIOEEMET  SUERTL 601BE0T,  SH&ILIT

sGson FEErEHfl CaGaamny.

3. wnplursmbensl  Umlde
wnsd Gierami svemisilisy Bausnsy
LMl 34 augl  BBEsoIpseT
WEMOEEISEH 0L lls0  BISVEVE
Brriumalisd sllFraisiTen amIoSaT
Baxome.

4. Jaffna parents with
traditional values, look for their
son, British passport holder,
B.Sc civil engineering (6'7") a
professionally qualified bride,
preferably vegetarian, age 26-28
years.

5. Sister seeks bride for brother.
Jaffna born, 27 years, 1.76m tall,
educated at Jaffna Technical
College, currently employed in
UK as a 5 colour speedmaster
printing operater. Looking for
suitable traditional Jaffna Tamil
bride with Tamil cultural up-
growing with good maners from
a good family.

6. 32 years old groom from
a traditional Jaffna Tamil family
(British citizen) holding an
executive position in a bank
seeks a bride of a similar
background between the ages
of 26 and 30 years. Residential
status immaterial.
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SieyervACredwn B Gflenw  Gums

BEMeHWSY UL STub, SHeural
UKuilsh ssmrdbsiengns  Lemiiufiud
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Gopoman. alanmsrbs  GUBHEDIHE
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BahaElsmnT. 2_siHTL 9 Beul Dishevs|
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11. England born, 32years,
Computer Science Graduate,
presently working abroad, hoping
to return to the UK at the end of
this year is looking for a suitable
bride.

12, Jaffnra born (38, 5'7")
Groom, IT Graduate, employed
in England looking for a suitable
Bride, preferably with UK or
any other EU member- country
residential status.
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20, Sri Lanka Tamil parents seek
suitable partner for their son, 29
years, 5'8" employed in UK.

2l. Geosinefsy Gamist gl
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1. Mother looking for a
bridegroom, for her only daughter,
5'5", B80years, professionally
qualified, grew up in Colombo,
presently working in the UK, a
suitable young man.

2. Jaffna parents seek for
their daughter, 27 years, Britsh
Passport holder, engineering
graduate, civil service managerial
grade, suitable groom with
traditional Tamil values.

3. Uncle seeks suitable groom
for his niece who is working as a
reserch assistant at a university
in the US. She is 32 years old,
5'6” in height and a christian. The
groom should be a professional
from US, Canada or UK.
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13. Jaffna born, (Age 34,
5'7"height), final year Civil
Engineering Undergraduate,
British Citizen is looking for a 26-
28 years bridegroom, preferably
a vegetarian.

14. Traditional dJaffna - Tamil
bride, permanently employed
in managerial grade in the Civil
Service is looking for a Groom of,
say similar standing, and 5'7"-
5'9"tall.

15, wmolnmemsams Ul wis
QaTsmiL, HHGLITS S Talsh By bHaT
aygalL. 2 flawust  sudlbeib.
b yei® UphEs LigHs, Dipsien
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18. We are seeking a suitable
partner to our sister (33, 5’4")
who is an X-ray technician in
Jaffna.

19. Ggeimenulsd QpsGL SO
BrLenL.  Upiiores  Gememi
FeaTHlaEnsd SHGHHS DIDSE
LD 6D a0 6ur L &ofl 60 B(HS G
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20. Parents seeking Groom for
their28 years old, 5' 4" Jaffna barn
daughter with British Nationaiity.
She is a graduate in computer
science and employed in London.
Correspondence are welcomed
from Sri Lankan Tamils, living
in UK or in Sri Lanka, who are
academically or professionally
qualified. She is bilingual, her
hobbies bharatanatyam, veena
and cooking.
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FLIGHTS AUS

“world wide travel and courier services

020 8654 4752




Main agent for Qatar Airways »tj
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QATAR AIRWAYS dapl: Bateo 4L Fowalboter UBBIUTLIE,
- BERTRLBOURLOBHT, BIATTLEARTESL Sensser
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COLOMBO RETURN

- £335.

We deal with all major airlines ,
For all the best fares to Sri Lanka, India, Far East
and all other worldwide destinations

" MP3, AUDIO CD,CASSETTE s8uaiBi Subibesrsarsm.

alrfsar lpcdos Calarls

: Vahizan Disc World
. 52B Ealing Road, Wembley
- 020 8902 8828
5 4 Vmpv Video Ltd
537 High Road, Wembley

020 8665 0206
www.linkair.co.uk
Linkair Travels Ltd, 361 London Road, Croydon CRO 3PB
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| "" 4-. 2, 4; fm)@af@m Bevar] C &1 bb&E1A (S

EI7Ble0)% Nﬂus@/@(a &6 AT v

- .vahlzan.ébm

Email: sales@vahizan.com

= = B

ispecialratesifartdllhotels & package 7
Sri Lanlka, Maldives, Dubal & lnd1 '

£50 COLOMBO JAFFNA

Returil per persan

—-— - il

call now for the fares to
Colombao & allother World wide
destinations

www.ucanfly.co.uk

432, Alexandra avenue
Harrow HA2 9TW
[T] 020 B429 8333

' 136 Kenton Road 208/210 Tooting High Street
) ' Harrow Middlesex HA3 BAZ | Tooting, London SW17 0SG

SHLANKAN Premiere travel agents [T] 020 B907 6969 | [T]0208 767 0000
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