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‘ AN APPRECIATION
of the late

MR.SAVERIMUTHU STAINLAUS
(MBE)

Born: 07.05.1929 Departed:03.02.06

Memories are all that remains of Stainlaus
who answered the call of The almighty on
Friday, 3™ February 2006, after a prolonged
and bitterly fought battle with a cruel
disease. His death is a great loss for his
beloved family and members of the South
London Tamil Welfare Groupw hich he
fathered and served for the last 12 years ag
Chairperson of the organisation.

He was a devoted Teacher at Uduvil Girls
College, Jafifna, and a witly and jovial
person who was liked by the staff and
students.

May his soul rest in peace

-M. Balasundram (London)
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S'E»ala- State Terrorism

& Western Foreign P(Ey

By Vettivel

R;cently Canada listed the LTTE
a terrorist organization
and, meanwhile, it wamed the Sri
Lankan government to stick to the
ceasefire agreement. Many Tamils
are disappointed at the listing, and
the decision sparked many local
debates among Tamils. If Canada
found the LTTE to be a terrorist
organization, Canada has even
more reason to ban the Sri Lankan
government. Most Canadian Tamils
raise these questions, and most of
those who voted for the current
minority Canadian government in the
last election now regret their wrong
decision.

Using violence for a political cause
is the main reason for the Canadian
ban on the LTTE. The funny thing
is that, when a government uses
violence, it means using “force,” but
when an oppressed community reacts
violently it is ‘terrorism.” Since the
word ‘terrorism’ is meaningless in
current world politics, then how can
a list of terrorists make sense? Afier
all, it is better to understand what
‘terrorism’ ‘means to the westemn
world,

Does terrorism  mean  killing
civilians? If yes, then why is the Sri
Lankan state not considered terrorists
because they have killed more than
40,000 Tamil civilians, and, even
after the ceasefire. they have killed
Tamil civilians using its state military
machine and paramilitaries. The Sri

Lankan state has been well known for
killing Tamils even in state prison,
Temples, Churches, Schools, and
refugee camps. Therefore, terrorism
doesn't mean killing civilians.

Does terrorism mean using child
soldiers? If yes, why is the UK,
where the recruiting age for the
military is 16 years,not terrorists.
Therefore, terrorism doesn’t mean
underage recruitment.

Does terrorism mean using
suicide bombing? Did anyone ever
hear of suicide bombing before the
US invasion in Iraq? Why is there
an increased number of suicide
bombings after the US invasion? The
most civilized people don't want to
find an answer for this question.
Suicide bombing is a weapon. Like
the cruise missile, bunker buster,
artillery shells, sophisticated tanks,
or F18 bomber, human suicide
bomber is also a weapon for a weak
party that doesn’t have access to
sophisticated weapons in the struggle.
In the Second World War, Japan
used suicide bombers, the US used
nuclear weapons. The deadly napalm
bombs - chemical bomibs - were also
commonly used. The Sri Lankan amr
force used napalm bombs and even
toilet wastes in Jaffna during the war.
War is ugly. and there is no limitation
when it comes to using weapons
against an enemy. In reality, if any
of the nuclear nations entered into
a war with another powerful naton,

Tamils have completely
no trust in the Sri
Lankan constitution

or laws. In simple
terms, for Tamils, the
Sinhala-dominated state
machine is the enemy.
This is the naked reality
in Sri Lanka

nuclear weapons will be certainly
used, even if the nation knows it is
a total destruction. Do any of these
weapons do something different than
a suicide bomb? Therefore, suicide
attacks are also not terrorism,

Does terrorism mean using power
toachieve political goals? The Sinhala
majority government’s goal is to make
Sri Lanka a Sinhala country. This
is why they changed the name from
Ceylon to Sri Lanka, made Sinhala
thie official language. and centralized
all power in the Simhala majority
parliament, and made the minority

voiceless. The Sri Lankan government
systematically colonized the Tamil
homeland, chased the Tamils away,
and defend the occupied territory
by giving weapons to colonized
Sinhala thugs and criminals. The
Sinhala government has used military
power to suppress non-violent Tamil
protests, and used the military to
destroy Tamils' property and life. The
Sinhala state is still terrorizing the
Tamil homeland using its military and
paramilitaries, and has killed many
Tamils, including parliamentarians
and civilian activists. The Sinhala
state has heavily used its power to
achieve its goal. The Sri Lankan state
is not in the terrorist list; therefore,
terrorism doesn’t mean using power
to achieve political goals.

Does terrorism mean being anti-
democracy? The TNA won almost
all the seats in the Sri Lankan
elections that were observed by
International monitors. However, a
TNA parliamentarian couldn't even
get a visa to enter Canada. The
TNA says the LTTE is the authentic
representative of the Tamils, and this
was the mandate TNA used before
the election as well. Unfortunately,
being anti-democracy also doesn’t
explain terrorism.

What we can get from all these
arguments is that terrorism means
something else. Terrorism really
means lhat, if someone or some
organization acts against a state that

has some friendly western states, it
is terrorism. It is OK if the state uses
“FORCE" to oppress any community
to maintain “stability.” This definition
can fit well to the western policy
towards terrorism. The reality is that
the current world doesn’t care if
a small community is fighting for
its rights. The world is ready to
compromise a small community for
political “stability.”

By listing the LTTE as a terrorist
organization, Canada has put itself
outside the peace process. It can
be noted that the US, UK, India,
and Australia don’t have any direct
influence in the peace process because
they are prevented from talking to the
LTTE by their own laws.

The problem is that, whether a
country has a terrorist list or not, the
LTTE is the authentic representative
of the Tamils, and there will be no
talks without the LTTE. Tamils have
completely no trust in the Sri Lankan
constitution or laws, In simple terms,
for Tamils, the Sinhala-dominated
state machine is the enemy. This is
the naked reality in Sri Lanka.

The western world asks Tamils to
get protection from its enemy. It is
almost equivalent to asking Israel to
get protection from the Arab world.
In essence, banning the LTTE means
encouraging Sinhala siate terrorists
to continue their regular activity of
terrorizing the Tamil inhabitants of
the island.
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Editorial: Eelam

Nation

Samaraweera Sheds Crocodile Tears |

here is no greater parallel

lo the story of the crocodile
shedding tears in sympathy of the
intended prey than some ‘of what
Foreign Minister Samaraweera said
at the interview he gave the journalist
from the Sri Lankan newspaper,
The Daily Mirrer on, 08 April 2006.
It is a well known fale of deceit
and hypoerisy: If you have not read
the story of the crocodile do not
bother for you will get the import
from what Samaraweera said at the
interview. What makes it a funny and
a household tale is that the crocodile’s
lie was easily seen through.

Samaraweera being the Foreign
Minister lacks the finess¢ and the
subtlety required of a supervisor of
others who lie abroad (excuse the
pun) and spin doctors. Samaraweerd,
undoubtedly endowed with more
intelligence than the crocodile, should
have known how to lie better. At the
daily miurror interview it was not
very clear as to whether he was lying
for his friends, for his enemies or to
the international community: He was
unsuccessfully trying to deceive his
enemies without quite deceiving his
friends. Samaraweera, we grant, was
I an unenviable position.

The crocodile in Samaraweera is
at its best when he says: “What we
are doing is fo liberate the Tamil
people from the clutches of the
LTTE.” His heart also goes out lo the

children being spirited away and for
the poor and the Tamil people in the
Vanni who have to pay heavy taxes.
Liberate the Tamils from what? From
the Tamil leadership or from the State
sponsored pogroms against them
for the last fifty years since 19356,
incarcerations without trial, Nazi type
execulions, mass killings and burials,
rape by the secunty forces, torfure,
bombings and raids on churches while
mass/ service were on, organised
massacre of helpless remand political
prisoners and unsuspecting inmates
of rehabilitation homes, assaults and
murder of elected representatives of
the Tamils, discrimination at every
tumn, unfair selection to higher studies,
sporadic killings in the north and
east up to this day, disappearances,
bumning and desecration of centres
of learning and the destruction of the
socio-economic and cultural bases
of the Tamil nation? These are just

a few. Tamils had to face the brunt

of more than sixty percent of the
devastation by the Tsunami and still
no reliel has reached them. Even
the mechanism settled on for the
distribution of relief was overtumed.
What about also liberating the Tamils
under siege in the army occupied
areas in'the Tamil territory both in the
north and the east?

Samaraweera further stales:
“Unfortunaiely the so-called liberal
sections of the west forget this aspect
because they are swayed by the

politics of the underdog, and assume
that the underdog is always right”.
Scandinavians are liberal democracies
with maximized welfagsm. The
Norwegians were the first nation to
take up the cause of peace in the
Middle East. Not that these liberal
democracies blindly take up the
cause of the underdog but it is' that

What about also liberating
the Tamils under siege in
the army occupied areas in
the Tamil territory both in

the north and the east?

they cannot comprehend the level of
injustice and the kind of oppression
of one group by the another. Except
for the "liberal" sections, the rest of
the international community has been
with the oppressors. If they were
with the underdogs the Palestinians
would have been liberated long ago
and East Timor would have become
independent long before when it did
and in Sri Lanka the recent spaie of
murders andrape by the security forces
and proxy killings directed against the
Tamils at least since December 2005
would have been condemned. Instead
in Samaraweera’s own words:..."the

President and his new approach to the
peace process and his patience and
restraint. is also greatly appreciated
and his pragmatic approach is the
last chance for us to find a negotiated
settlement.” Inaction is not patience. |
The international community espouse |
the cause of the underdog only when |
it 18 convenient to them.

Samaraweera’s pathetic attempt to i
link the extremist Muslim terrorism |
to' the Tamil liberation struggle |
defies any sense of rationality. \
“Many believe there is an element |
of technological transfer between
the LTTE and lslamic terrorists”. |
Even a person with a less challenging
inteliect would agree that there is no
technology involved in committing
suicide? And what is so sophisticated |
about it that it requires any form of |
technological transfer? |

In the furst part of the interview he
draws a distinction between the CFA
and the cease fire. Samaraweera likes
the cease fire but he does not iike the
agreement. This is very revealing and
provides an msight into the thinking
of the government, They want to keep
the Tamils in a state of containment
and in a state of siege. It is apparent
that they are not interested in any
form of devolution or self rule for the
Tamil people.

Hypocrisy is not practised !
piecemeal. For them it is a full time |
Career.

s |
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Three Mules and Sister Rajani
- a rejoinder

By: Sachi Sri Kantha
for Orupaper from Japan

Following the appearance of my
essay ecntitled, ‘Three Mules
and Sister Rajani’recently, I read a
criticism by a correspondent that I had
relied solely on the words of Kumar
Rupesinghe (as presented by him in
January 2006) to infer the indirect link
of the so-called University Teachers
for Human Rights (UTHR) to JVP.
Since this is a valid criticism, the
onus was on me to provide another
independent source to vindicate my
view. I felt that it would be more
credible, if this second source is an
anti-LTTE partisan as well. I report
bere, that I have found this second
source. And it is Rohan Gunaraina,
the now widely-touted “terrorism
expert”. I have previously even tagged
Rohan Guuoaratna, as the ‘Temple
Drum [Kovil Melam] of Terrorism
Industry’.

Before he entered the international
circuit, sixteen years ago, Rohan
Gunaratna published a political history
of TVP. The boolc’s title was ‘Sri Lanka
A Lost Revolution: The Inside Story of
the JVP’ (Institute of Fundamental
Studies, Kandy, 1990, 366pp). In the
Author’s Note, Gunaratna had written,
“[this] is the story of the struggle
of the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP), a politico-military group,
to change the country’s social and
political system. The JVP revolted
against three elected Governments
within a span of 18 years.” For the
details assembled [since the author

of this book had feeds from the Sri
Lankan state’s Intelligence arm] and
because of ethno-cultural proximity
Gunaratna had with the protagonists
of JVP, I'd grade this book as a good
contribution to the island’s political
literature. Here are two excerpts from
this book, which link the UTHR and
Rajani Thiranagama to JVP and its
offshoots.

As I have indicated in

my previous essay, in his
vituperative exchange,
Kumar Rupesinghe had
identified this “prominent
lady lecturer” of UTHR as

Hema Goonetilleka

Excerpt 1:

“The JVP cover organisations
included the National Students Centre
(Jathika Shishya Maddiyasthanaya),
the National Workers Action
Centre (Jathika Kamkaru Satan
Maddyasthanaya), the Patriotic
Peoples Armed Troops (Deshapremi
Janatha Sannadhda Balakaya) and
the Patriotic Peoples Movement
(Deshapremi Janatha Viyaparaya).
Sympathetic organisations of the JIVP
included the Citizen’s Committee
of Colombo, Human Rights
Organisations of University Teachers
headed by a prominent lady lecturer,
Inter University Bhikku Federation
headzd by a prominent bhikku from the
University of Sri Jayawardhanapura,
Inter University Students Federation,
Medical Students Union, Socialist

tudents Union and the Law Students
Union...” (p.45)

As I have indicated in my previous
essay, in his vituperative exchange,
Kumar Rupesinghe had identified this
“prominent lady lecturer” of UTHR
as Hema Goonetilleka, the wife of

Susantha Goonetilleka; and Susantha
Goonetilleka has not refuted this
identification.

Excerpt 2:

Rohan Gunaratna has provided
the following thread to Rajani
Thiranagama, in his description of

*Vikalpa kandayama’, one of the six |

JVP splinter radical groups.
“Vikalpa  kandayama:
‘Alernative Group® was another
significant clique which attracted
many revolutionaries from the JVP.

The |

This movement, also known as the |

group of Twenty Three, is committed
to revolutionary progressive leflist
ideals. Thomas George, a member
of the group was a contemporary
of Wijeweera, when the JVP leader
was a member of the Communist
Party (Peking). Dayapala Tiranagama
is another. (His Tamil wife Rajani
was killed in Jaffna in 1989). He
was a member of the Communist
Party who joimned the JVP, but left the
movement in 1968 after a discourse by
Wijeweera on the JVF policy towards
the Indian plantation workers. This
group was also enriched by several
other members who were combatants
of the 1971 JVP uprising...” (p.131).

Even in the sentence which states
Rajani’s assassination in 1989, Rohan
Gunaratna did not mention LTTE as
her assassins. This is somewhat not
insignificant, since Gunaratna has
been a guy who would tag all the
horrors in the world to LTTE’s deeds
at the drop of a hat!

Inference

I can make two inferences. First,
the links of UTHR. (Jafina) to JVP and
1ts splinter radical group has thus been
established, from two independent
Sinhalese sources, who are also no
LTTE sympathizers. In last January,
even Susantha Goonetilleka (a
virulent anti-Tamil polemicist), whose
wife was the then chief organizer of
UTHR activity, had corroborated this
link. Secondly, by failing to confess
on this deceitful UTHR-JVP link for
the past 16 years, Rajan Hoole and his
coterie have repeatedly attempted to
hoodwink the Eelam Tamil public.

Wha
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EthEYSaid....

Sri Lanka's tottering peace process
will collapse if Norway is forced
out as facilitator under pressure
from Sinhalese hardliners. The
Sinhalese hardliners were insistent
that Sri Lanka had to be a unitary
state - a view completely at odds
with the thinking of Tamils and other
minorities in the 1sland. Federalism is
not an instrument to divide the multi-
ethnic country.

- G.L. Peiris, former Sri Lankan
Minister of Constitutional Affairs.

We are not in a position to attend
the Geneva talks on the currently
decided dates under the present
environment... It is the government
that is creating a war-like situation
and pushing us towards war.

- SP Thamilselvan

The monarch will never retire or
abdicate the throne. It's not like a
normal job, it's a job for life. The
vows made on Coronation Day were
so deep and so special to the Queen.
She wouldn't consider not continuing
to fulfil those vows until she dies.

- The Hon Margaret Rhodes - The
Queen's cousin

‘UNICEF is non-partisan and its cooperation

is free of discrimination’ - Really?

he United Nations Children’s

Agency would like the entire
world to believe that it ‘is non-
partisan and its cooperation is free
of discrimination’. Anyone who had
followed the stance the UNICEF
organisation has taken with regards
to the welfare of Tamil children on
the island of Sri Lanka would beg to
differ with this claim.

Firstly, almost 50% of all statements
issued by the UNICEF in Sri Lanka
are in relation to less than 2000,
alleged ‘child soldiers’ who have
enrolled into the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The rest 50% of
statements cover the 250 000 children
working as child labour, the 15 000
children exploited in the sex industry
and the over 100 000 Tamil children
who have been displaced from their
homes as a direct consequent of the
military occupation.

On 13 April 2006 an auxiliary
cadre of the LTTE was killed by a
claymore mine explosion while he
was delivering breakfast to LTTE
camps. Auxiliary cadres are fully
paid members of public who do not
participate in direct combat with the
enemy.

UNICEF identified the deceased
as a 17 year old and was quick to
issue a statement condemning the
LTTE for having enrolled him as an
auxiliary cadre. One thing UNICEF
failed to realisc is that there is a Cease
Fire Agreement (CFA) between the
Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) and
the LTTE. Hencg, neither the auxiliary
cadre nor the LTTE would have been
expecting an ofiensive attack targeted
at them.

While the UNICEF is quick to point
fingers at the LTTE, its statement does

not condemn the murder of the 17 year
old. If UNICEF can not be sure that it
was the Sri Lanka Army (SLA) that
planted the mine, then the statement
could have at least condemned who
ever that was responsible for the
murder.

If one is to follow UNICEF’s line
of non-partisan statements, then it is
alright to blow up Tamils at a time of
supposed peace and ceasefire, but it is
not alright for a 17 year old to enrol
as an auxiliary cadre and deliver food
parcels. :

Interestingly on checking http://
www.armyjobs.mod.uk/Regular
Army/Requirements/Age/Soldier/ we
found that the western democracy
enrols anyone over the age of 16 into
its armed forces.

The full text of the statement
released by the UNICEF id given
below:

UNICEF deeply regrets the death of
a 17 year-old child in the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
auxiliary, killed on 13 April in a
reported claymore mine incident in
North Vavuniya.

This incident underlines the risks
children are exposed (o when used in
direct combat or in support roles such
as delivery of supplies.

Recruitment of children is a direct
violation of their right to protection
from violence. UNICEF calls on
the LTTE to immediately release all
under-age recruits within its ranks and
to cease recruitment of children.

UNICEF counveys its condolences
to the family for their loss.

Courtesy: tamileditors.com
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Half-empty or Half-full glass:
it boils down to how you view things

By: Fr. Chandiravarman Sinnathurai

[This piece s humbly dedicated
to the memory of a true hero of
Eelam Tamils, Mr V' Vigneswaran
— a nirayuta-pani; assassinated on the
8th April *06 in Trincomalee by racist
cowards. Mr Vigneswaran lived and
died for the idea of Tamil Eelam. May
his courageous spirit live forever!]

Half-empty or half-full glass: Tt boils
down to how you view things. On the
bright side, in spite of looming war
clouds, Tamil Eelam is an inevitable
reality.

The SLG (Sri Lanka Government),
the US and the EU are grudging to
recognise the reality openly. In the
intervening time of course, they would
do all that is in their power to tighten
the screws up. The whole idea is to
starve the Tamil Resistance movement
of its oxygen. Among other covert
operations monitoring and blocking
the flow of finances including
shipments of defence equipments
and hindering information on the one
hand and on the other disseminating
dismformation in order to encourage
TPamil quisling armed factions, LTTE
renegade Karuna faction in particular
to have a free-hand in- forming
themselves as *‘credible™ altemative
voices. In short this is a classic divide
andrule. It’s a “diamond cut diamond®
poliay.

Rumour has it that
renegade Karuna is being
tutored in Chennai by
some ‘veterans’ as to how
to win hearts and minds

in the Eastern province.

Rumour has it that renegade Kanina
is being tutored in Chennai by some
‘yeterans’ as to how to win hearts and
minds in the Eastem province. Such
hysteria might make Karuna the prime
candidate for the post of global village
idiot. The current climate nevertheless
seems best suited for double-crossers
and tumcoals!

The long-term working hypothesis

of the West however, 15 to intimidate
the LTTE as a proscribed terror group
and to shun it from all intemational
forums. This proscribed “Pariah
status” coupled with ftravel ban
slapped on its forehead is expected
to eventually bring the LTTE to their
knees — at least that’s the theory.
The SLG and the US in particular
is said to have mstinctively agreed,
solely based on geo-political greed,
to gradually build psychological
pressure on the Tamils to a breaking
point. The rationale runs that once
they feel comered the Tamils might
be urged to ask: Is autonomous Tamil
Eelam really an economic viability?
The SLG with the help of the West
would shake heaven and earth in
order for the Tamils to arrive at a
negative conclusion. Al these seem to
be purely academic. Indeed it sounds
far fetched. There is every possibility
for these miscalculated moves turning
into a monstrum-horrendum.

What the West would like to ideally
see, quite frankly, is a cash-strapped
De facto Eelam state. To point fto
a current example, even though
Hamas has won a landslide electoral
victory == most unexpectedly through
democratic means, the West has got
the manipulative clout because it has
got the purse strings! It is safer to
keep things on the [eash.

There is always political leverage
in the carrot-and-stick game. In this
policy formation there still lays a
perplexing question. Can’t the Arab
petro-dollars fund the Palestine
“state”? Why should the Palestinians
rely on Western hand-outs while the
Arab Petro-dollars are buying out
multi-billions worth of prime real
estates, and top niche businesses (in
most cases status-quo institutions) in
the Western capitals? Cash seems to
flow in one direction only — not to
mention the Swiss bank accounts. The
answer perhaps is located some where
within the <inverted commas>.

The two-state solution and the
talks of road-map to peace with the
assistance of Norway have managed
only to miss theoretical bulls-eye of
conflict resolution.

By applying the Palestinian
experience to the De facto Tamil State

one finds that there is juxtaposed a
twin factor

1) Political independence

2) Economic independence or inter-
dependence.

The achievement of the first
depends, in our reckoning on the
battle for Trinco. Secondly, a complex
hard guestion has to be faced: Can the
Eclam Cenftral financial institution
fund its own state public services
such as hospitals, transport — land, sea
and air; banks, schools, universities,
security etcetera?

Why should the
Palestinians rely on
Western hand-outs while
the Arab Petro-dollars are
buying out multi-billions
worth of prime real

estates

In order to yield a realistic
response to the second question, at
some opportune moment the newly
established Eelam state will require
finding ils way into the international
monetary system. Of course Tamil
Eeclam isnot intending to be a reclusive
state in a plobalised economy. The
answer to this question very much
relies on the next strategic question.
In the event of such an independence
and economic boom how would it
affect the geo-political interests of
the US and the balance of power in
the region? The fundamental question
however is tucked away in multi
layered existential reality — national,
international including geo-political
interests.

In the end, the penny begins to
drop. Everything boils down to
money, money, money. Finance, trade
and economy. It is tragic, the West,
US in particular has become morally
delinquent owing to their coldly
calculated self-interests.

Plato once said war exists and will
always exist because it comes from
human passions. He further added
that it belongs to human nature, to our

arrogance and anger, our need to assert
and exert dominance or supremacy. In
light of Plate’s word one need to think
of the world at large, while narrowing
it down to SLG and the US and the
EU. The acceptable ‘sophisticated
trend" however, is to act locally on
readiness for war but to think globally
of peace. One’s talk is not expected to
match one’s walk. Weird that!

It is said that diplomatic
*sophistication” makes onc to enter
into peace agreements that often lack
clarity, suffer from ambignity, and
permit contradictory interpretations.

In all of these “Idiyappa Cikkal”
[problematic as spaghetti like string
hoppers] the word PEACE has
become the most politicised and
pilloried. It seems one has to run with
the trend of multi-layered talks and
peace negotiations if one’s aim is to
win the desired goal. In this round-
about game of raja-tanirum however,
one’s infentions can be diametrically
opposite to what you might be willing
to say openly. This shows what an
illusive, fragile and a dangerous planet
we inhabit! The value for the life of a
human being has diminished to the
extent that people become expendable
commodities. Ideologies of greed and
profit over people have often over
taken human kind.

In the current climate of hostilities,
civilian murders and race riots
especially in Trincomalee, reveal
the true intentions of the SLG. It is
preparing and provoking the battle
for Trinco. The US and the UK fully
understand the strategic’ importance
<http://www.dissidentvoice.org/

-Jan06/Sinnathurai07. htm> of this

battle. The Trinco airport (and airbase)
has always been on the strategic
international code map for airports
since colonial days even before
Colombo ever became an international
airport! [Not forgetting the sea port].

Should the battle for Trinco is lost
by Colombo then eventually the so-
called peace negotiations will have to
be transformed into amicable partition
talks. We can ‘lolly pop” as much as
we like. Evidence at hand regarding
strengths and weaknesses of both
sides suggests that this could very
well be the ground reality.

In the mean time SLG in
collaboration with the US will oy its
best to short circuit the Eelam project.
The primary objective however, would
be to coerce the Tamils to settle for
the stars instead of the “moon”,

Se just before that final scepario
the ‘peace bandwagon’ has to be on

_the road until “the goin’ gets tough

(23]

because the tough gets goin™.
Nonetheless the West would want
one thing to be clarified. What sort of
independence are we talking about?

There can of course develop an
interesting set of scenarios. If we
are thinking hypothetically of the
moming after the “post decisive battle
for Trinco”, then we are seriously
talking in the ball park of the not too
impossible event of partition. At this
stage SLG might be swiftly changing
gears in terms of possibly linking
its direction towards Pakistan with
its cunning talk of “protecting the
interests of Meoslems™. This is a ploy
to distract and destroy the people
in the East Eelam and to inflame
the Islamic terrorism! For economic
geo-political reasons there are strong
signals already in the woodworks of
SLG re-aligning itself with China.

In the current climate
of hostilities, civilian
murders and race

riots eSpecie;Hy n
Trincomalee, reveal the
true intentions of the

SLG

Now where would this changing
scenario place the young Eelam State
in the international scene? Where
would the Tamils look up for aid
and alliance in the process of further
state formation, development and
fortification? Where will it pledge its
allegiance? The considered response
to these questions lays in the prudence
on the part of the Western nations
- US and its allies. Ah, but until ‘the
rubber hits the road” the pragmatic
unanswered question remains: Who

will hold the purse strings?

In the final analysis; Profit making
is the essence of democracy. We stand
to sing from the same hymn sheet:

Zip-a-dee-doo-dah, zip-a-dee-ay,
My, oh, my, what a wonderful day.
Plenty of sunshine headin' my way,
Zip-a-dee-doo-dah, zip-a-dee-ay!

Courtesy: Tamilnation.org
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Headstone North Ward

| am a married software

/'Y architect with two children

Gopal of school age. My children’s

Gobiratnam | experiences have reinforced-

my belief in maintaining the highest
standards of education in Harrow.

| am a committed community worker, who
has been involved in both the Tsunami and
South-Asia Earthgquake relief fund project
committees. | am also involved in several
community newspapers that promote cul-
tural diversity and the idea that we are all
equal, but different.

| am very supportive of Harrow Council's
environmentally friendly initiatives, partic-
ularly the borough wide ‘Clean and Green’
project, which has been implemented by
the Labour administration.

Rayners Lane Ward

| have lived in Harrow for
fourteen years and | would
dearly like to serve the
community in which | live
My daughter attends Bentley wood High
School In Stanmore and my two sons both
attend Pinner Park First and Middle School.

Kareema
Marikar

| enjoy getting involved in community work
and | like to take part in Pinner Park’s fun-
draising activities. Partially through my chil-
dren, | am interested in education, but | am
also particularly keen on looking at ways to
reduce anti-soclal behaviour. | feel my un-
derstanding of both Tamil and Singhalese
languages will help me reach out to some
of the more under represented groups in our
community. In my spare time, | like to go to
the gym. | used to represent Sri Lanka in
several athletics pursuits as well as hockey.

Rayners Lane Ward

| am Krishna Suresh, one of
your Labour candidates for
the Council election. | am
married to Sasikala Suresh
and have lived in Harrow for nearly 15
years. Having graduated in Accounting
and IT, | currently work in the finance sec-
tor at Samsung Electronics. As a Governor
of Vaughn First and Middle Schools | have
met many parents including all the Tamil
ones. | have learnt that although Harrow
in general has an excellent educational
system some of you have some concerns
about the schools. | have also had the
same views expressed to me by Tamil
residents in Rayners Lane ward. | like to
organize events for various charities, one
of which is committed to helping deprived
villages in Sri Lanka. | would appreciate
your full support for all of us on 4th May.

Krishna
Suresh

Roxeth Ward

| have been a councillor for

the last four years. | have no

doubt that we can get more

Thaya benefits for Tamil people from

Idaikkadar  the council by having more

councillors. We were able to get Byron Hall

free for the Tsunami charity event, which

raised £23,000 only because one Tamil-

ian was a councillor. Likewise we were

able to argue and get another £25,000

which was donated by Harrow people for

Tsunami victims and we procured grant
funding to Tamil organisations,

Is it possible to have Tamil books in Har-
row libraries, have the Tamil language of-
ficially recognised and have the right to
have any document translated into Tamil,
have permission to display Tamil Guard-
ian in the libraries.ls it possible without
Tamil representation in the council?

Headstone South Ward

I am an accountant and
my wife is a local medical
| practitioner.

Socka]‘l'ngam
Karunalingam We have two children, aged
thirteen and fifteen. | work for a community
television station that is trying to achieve so-
cial cohesion by promoting cultural diversity
in Harrow As a dedicated community worker,
| have been the chairman of a local temple,
as well as organising fundraising activities
for orphans and people with disabilities.

As a keen sports enthusiast, | am dedicated
to continuing the refurbishment of Harrow's
parks and green spaces. If elected, | will
also actively support alcohol free zones and
other initiatives to counter anti-social behav-
iour in Harrow.

Headstone South Ward

8 Lived in Harrow for nearly 15
years and would relish the
opportunity to be a council-
lor for Headstone South, the
ward in which she lives.

Saslkaa
Suresh

Works as a Senior Document Controller
as team leader. Married for 14 years. Is
heavily involved with her husband in com-
munity work organising cultural events,
for example, raising £60,000 for the
Tsunami Project Group and the Pakistan
Earthquake Group.

In her spare time, she enjoys cooking,
reading and watching films.

If re-elected we want to achieve the following:

A sports ground exclusively for Tamil men, women and children.
A centre for the Tamil senior citizens to meet and socialise.
More grant funding to schools to develop art & culture.

Organise more lobbying to demonstrate the Tamil plight in North & East Sri Lanka.
Organise more trips by MP's and Councillors to see the situation in Sri Lanka for themselves. Continue to help the refugees through the MP’s and speak out for them.
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PARTNERS

Rajah Solicitors
Commissioners for Oaths

FOR FRIENDLY AND CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE

Dr. Veera P.Ailoo LLB
Mr. Anand Vengadasalam LLB Hons
1st Floor, 502 High Road,
Wembley, Middlesex HAS 7BH
Tel:020 8903 5793

Fax:020 8900 0138

&
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Conveyancing (Residential & Commercial)
Asylum & Immigration Matters

Highly Skilled Migration Programme
Work Permits

EEC Residence Permits

Liquor Licensing

Landlord & Tenancy Matters

Divorce Application

Civil Litigation
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Plastering, Painting and Wall Papers
Extension and Conversion:

Kitchen and bothroom fiftings
Garden: Boundary Wall, Garden Fencing
Block Paving, CraZy Paving

Driveways, Patios, Garden Sheds efc.,

We undertake all aspects of building and maintenance work
Plumbing and heating, Wiring and rewiring

Flooring: Laminate Flooring, Tiling, Carpenting

(Conservatories, additional bathroom, front porch efc.,)
Roofing, UPVC double glazed doors and windows

NO CALL OUT CHARGES.

FREE ESTIMATES

Call lndrcm on‘» 7951

103 67
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A typical question that leaves many people confused
and puzzled.

Well before that I need to tell you the whole Easter
story.

Well, Jesus told many parables (stories with morals
in them) to his followers and his disciples (his friends),
and many Roman priests thought he was disgracing God
about talking about how he was The Son of God. Even
though he performed many miracles like when he fed
5000 people with only 2 loaves of bread and 5 fish or
when he shouted “SEE"” to a blind man and he could see
or when he touched ill people sick of lepers and they
were cured.

The Roman priests plotted to kill him. They finally
found a good source: bribing. They bribed Judas one
of Jesus® disciples and said they'd give him 30 silver
coins to know where he was. Judas betrayed Jesus and
told the Roman soldiers where they could locate Jesus.
Jesus knew he was going to be crucified (put up on the
cross to die) , so on the hill at midnight he questioned
God for why he was going to make him suffer a painful
death. God said it was the best for the people and Jesus
accepted it.

In his Last Supper, (his last ever meal) he shared out
bread and red wine resembling his body and blood.
He then made a statement, “When the cockerel crows
tomorrow 3 times for the moming , you would all have
denied knowing me 3 times”. The disciples rubbished
the bizarre claim but it was true. They were scared of
being put up on the cross with Jesus (but had they been
on the cross with him they would be in heaven.) So
when the Roman soldiers asked them 3 times if they
knew Jesus, they said no. Then the Roman Emperor,
Pontius Pilot had to decide whether to crucify Jesus or a
thief who was arrested. Pilot knew if he said crucify the
thief an angry mob would kill him ,same consequences
would happen if he said crucify Jesus so he cleverly

Why do we have the Easter egg?

asked the crowd. They all shouted “SPARE THE THIEF
KILL JESUS™ and that was what happened ( It is said
the crowd wanted Jesus to die because they were mostly
Romans.) But The Roman soldiers made him suffer
painfully. They made him carry a heavy cross for 40
days and The Romans knew people wanted Jesus to be
King even though he heavily denied any intention of
being King, the Romans did not believe that and teased
him by giving him a crown of rose thoms. Then finally
he went on the cross and died, and when he died his
blood was tumed into rain and fell on the sick people so
they were cured.

BUT THERE’S MORE!!!

The disciples walked away in dismay and said to
themselves *“That’s it, end of an era” but they were
wrong, Jesus went in disguise as an old man and hosted
two disciples to supper. He left them to go but when the
two disciples went they realised the old man was Jesus
in disguise. And so on one Sunday he appeared and told
the disciples to carry on his work. And so they did.

Now more to the point
Why do we have Easter Eggs?
Ok, now think, imagine bear with me. When Jesus

died Christians started New Life. Now remember what
I said New Life keep that in your head.

Well in an Egg it looks dead on the outside like
nothing’s happening but inside new life is beginning like
a chicken is hatching , new life. Get it!

So basically Easter Eggs resemble new life. So Easter
Eggs are the symbol for Easter. So when you eat an
Easter egg even if it is a little Créme Egg or a massive
Mars Delight Easter Egg think about it!

By Cheran Gobiratnam (Age: 10)
If you 're wondering I am not a Christian at all

I just learned it at school!

Why not enter our colouring competition? Simply colour me in and
send it to ORU PAPER and you could be the lucky winner of a water
colouring kit.

The winner will be published in the next issue.

‘ Last week's winner: Birunthan Sivapalan (7 Yrs.) from Hamilton. T

Last week's munners up -

Arunjah Krishnarajah (Age 11) Gayathri Sivaram
from Toronto
Anentha Ravikulan (Age 8)

from Wimbledon

Jrom Bromley
Nirgjah Nesakumar (Age 8)
Jfrom Ladywell

Answers.
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What is your favourite type Knock, knock.
of present? Who's there?
Another present! Ben.

Ben who?
How does Moby Dick Ben over and get your
celebrate his birthday? birthday bumps!
He has a whale of a party!

Why did you hit your
"When's your birthday?" birthday ceke with a
"July 23." g hammer?
"What year?" Because you said it was
"Every year!"” pound cake!
What did the birthday What did one candle say to
balloon say to the pin? the other?

""Hi, Buster." "Don't birthdays burn you

up?”

Tamil Musical Instruments

EENA is a stringed instrument.

It consists of a large round body
hollowed out of a block of wood. The
stem of the instrument is also made of
wood. The bridge is placed on the flat
top of the body of the veena and the
instrument’s neck is aftached to the
stem. It is usually shaped and carved
like the head of the dragon or a swan.

The veena has seven strings. There are four main strings that pass over the
frets and are aftached to the pegs at the neck. The other strings are used as
side strings for rhythmic accompaniment. These strings pass over an arched
bridge made of brass. These lie flat over the top of the body of the veena and
are secured to the main bridge.

- By Tharshie Ravindrakumaran (Age 10)

Why couldn't prehistoric

What's a cold, evil candle
man send birthday cards?  called?
The stamps kept falling off The wicked wick of the
the rocks! north !

Why did Davy Crockett
always wear a coonskin

What is evil, ugly and
black and goes round and

cap? round?
It was a birthday present A witch in a revelving
JSrom his wife! door !

What does a witch get if
she is a poor traveller?
Broom sick !

Where de you find a
birthday present for a cat?
In a cat-alogue!

Doctor, Doctor my baby is
the image of his father
Never mind just so long as
he’s healthy!

What is a witch with
poison ivy called?
An itchy witchy !

Tongue Twister
Hi Kids,

Here's this weeks tongue twister
for you all to do.

A big bug bit the little beetie
but the little beetle bit the big bug
back....(FASTER!!!)

I can’t even do it!!!! Good (Even faster!!!)

- Tharshia R
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Martial Arts
e

R Y

Unfortunate Events, The Bad
Beginning

This book I just finished
reading three days ago. My
_ brother loves the author

3 ’ Lemony snicket who wrote
this book. My brother finished
reading the whole series of
l the unfortunate events. This
| story is written in very good
English and T liked it. The
thing that [ liked about this
book and the author is each
| time the author used a hard
Martial arts, also known as fighting systems, are bodies of ~ word in the story and knows
codified practices or traditions of training for unarmed and | some children might not know the meaning of it, he
armed combat, usually without the use of guns and other | explains the word in the story. This story is basically
modern weapons. People study martial arts for various | about three orphans, well now they are orphans but
reasons including fitness, self-cultivation (meditation), | before they had parents and had a good time until they
mental/character development, and self-defence. receive a news saying that there house has burnt down
What are the Benefits? | and there parents are dead. So they go to live with an

. . uncle they never even heard about. That uncle was
@ It is a modem world now and many things happen. In | o0y Olaf. Count Olaf was a bad man and tries to

Europe 72% of people have been attacked for @ Hi-teC | oy one of the orphans for the money their parents left
equipment, for example: Mobile phones, Laptops, Walkmans, | fob them i the bank.

Microphones, Portable game consoles ete. The Government |
say they are doing their best to get those attackers in jail, but |
most of them are still out in cities and towns. To avoid these G ame

attacks Martial Arts comes in handy. You can use Martial | & chPa000

Arts for self Defence!

® Most'people in this World are unhealthy by eating too: Pro Evolution Socce]{'S
much junk food or eating necessary food but not exercising.
Martial Arts will keep you healthy if you are committed to
it. Also you will have a longer life.

® Martial will increase your flexibility. |

® People who have high blood pressure, it is best for you to
try Martial Arts because it will reduce it in a big amount. |
® One of the main important to rule is {0 be disciplined 4nd
to pay respeet to your Master Instructors and senior members
of the ¢lub or Academy. It will help in future to be a great
person who disciplined and respectful.

® Meditation is one part of Martial Arts. It keeps your mind
and body relaxed as possible. Relaxed from all the problems
you have in life.

What is Martial Arts?

This game I just played recently
around my cousin’s house. 1 was
a fifa fan but after playing this
game | have switched to be a Pro
Evo fan. 1 just love the graphics
| but biggest of all is that it is really
| realistic and is done with real
concentration. This game is done
really real by e.g. You can’t score
| from far away or defenders can’t
{ do much skills as strikers, each
player has its own ability like in
real life. I just want to play the
L LR game again so | am waiting for the chance. As [ said if
® Many people are scared of at least one thing in their lives | [ advice you to buy a game with the budget you got it
but to overcome that Martial Arts could gain confidence for | il be this game. It is just amazing how the people who
you. It will help throughout your life, created this game actually spent time for putting each
Lists of different types of famouns Martial Arts: player its own ability like in real life. It is just amazing,
® Ju Jitsu: Ju Jitsu is a great Martial Arts for flexibility.
Every type Martial Arts involves flexibility but Ju Jitsu M <
involves a big amount of flexibility. Ju Jitsu does not use ovie
strength against strength, it uses the opponents strengthand | ® @ © & & & @
force of attack as a weapon against him, thus enabling a "
stronger or bigger attacker to be subdued. Aathi

® Judo: Judo is based on the ancient Japanese martial art
called Ju Jitsu. Professor Kano opened the Kodokan Dojo in
Tokyo, Japan in the year 1882 and started to train students in
Nippon-Den-Kodokan-Judo. Judo means ‘Gentle Way’, This
involves attacking and defensive techniques and adapting
strength.

® Karate: Karale is the most growing Martial Arts in the
world. People tend to choose Karate than any other Martial
Arts because it is often used in films and people find that
Martial Art attractive. Karate was originated in Japan. Karate
is a Japanese word meaning ‘empty hand’. It is a Martial Art
involves un-armed sell defence blocks, striking techniques
through kicks and punches and shouts for different stances.

® Tae Kwon Do: Taec Kwon Do is the world's most widely
practice martial art. Tae Kwon Do is a Korean fighting art
that looks very similar to Japanese karate. It is an Olympic
sport, an artistic discipline, a system of self-defence, and a
way of life. Above Blue belt means you are a senior member,
Black belts means your master of this Martial Art and then
you can go beyond the black belt getting Dans.

This film I watched about five and a half weeks ago.
This film was acteéd by Vijay and Trisha. I did like the
story of the film but not may be the clothes Trisha was
wearing, The story is basically a happy family. Oh yeah

- : ] which shows a family with such a happy life. I just like
j[here are many ot}te_r Martial Arts in this world. For | that song. This film is about a lady and a man who are
information about different types of Martial Arts, Go 10: | coysins, and they were living together in a big house.
http://www.usgyms net/martial arts types.htm Then one day there house was destroyed by rowdies and
Kids! then only three people survived. An uncle, Trisha and
I know you like plaving Football, Basketball, Cricket, | Vijay. Then when they were grown up they didn’t know
Playstion 2, PSP, *hox ete. Read the Benefits paragraph it they were cousins but they knew that they had a lot of
will tell what you will gain out of Martial Arts! Choose the | STuffs in common, but then eventually they get to know
right type Martia! | they are cousins when the uncle tells them while dying.

11 that suit you!

- By Tharamian Ravi By: Rishivan Ravindrakamaran(12)

I forgot to say there is a really nice song in the film |

CHILD MINDER WANTED

To look after an 14 month child. -
| Fulltime 36 hours a week

‘ |sfiiged sruuligsee elpbLSpaTaEsD 40 anflsSumed
Geusmen 6)FLILIEABOLLISITSEHLD EVSTLITL )SMETETEOMD

Harrow Area:
Please Call: Thaya

Preference:
Asian Babysitter

CHICKEN SHOP LEASE FOR SALE IN KENT

A Excellent Location 4 No Competition
A Large Shop

Please Call for Details:
Edward: 020 8550 5202, 07869 118 619
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14 aupL &556ms augpL am_sns £11,625
@wpewinse £6000 eflwiminmb
2 1 eng sfihuemenrde 07940 576 008

Fs*f;:'r’;gzes Call Kumar
* Gates 020 8648 8207
pindow Srils 07753 200 261

MINI CAB DRIVERS WANTED
WITH OR WITHOUT PCO

London South West Area
Company Cars availble
Minimum 3 years UK or EEC
PCO Licence needed
Contact:
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169, Toating High Street, London, SW17 0SY

Tel: 020 8672 1800 Fax: 020 8672 0105

K. Chelvanayagam L.L.B.

Solicitor

(Former Principal of Nathan & Chelva)
Please contact him for all your maiters in particular Commercial &

Residential Conveyances, Family Proceedings, Civil Litigation & Immigration

He always works for clients’ interest & takes more care in dealing with his
clients’ matters

Mob: 07956 466 708

email: chelva@hoimail.co.uk
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INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING LTD
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QrL_ysEnE@: faibd
45C Crusoe Road, Mitcham, Surrey CR4 3AL
Tel: 020 8646 5222, Mobile: 07939 550397

Properties
Crime
Immigration
&
Matrimonial

with best compliments

Tel: 020 8542 1805

106 Kingston Road
Wimbeldon,
London SW19 1LX




Customs Clearance

For any country

Including Sri Lanka, India
China, Thailand, America

Storage aszsenid
Delivery ais®seniv 2_a01(

Unit 3 Airlink Industrial Estate Contact; Vaithi (smsndh %)
Spitfireway (Off Southall Lane) Tel: 020 8569 1000 / Mob: 07956 337 520
Heston, Middlesex TW5 9NR Fax: 020 8561 1800 / Email; info@scanwell.co.uk
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For great International call rates switch to Vx Home Account and discover the benefits!

“Sri Lanka

L (HEIGas!

SANBD SDHAMHBHICIBTTN GIEDLPUYHEIHEIT
0800 989 0002 / 0207 952 0106 (24 Hrs)

only

only D
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aankmier | any tlme any where

UK usé Vx Home Account a m @.bmm%g. @6z Vx Home

Account @@ ns o Eis6r 2 Dayser @mrﬁmmuﬂaﬂ@m@ . »
UK Land Line & oanwss BifiL53hH& 5P 1o GEGw. £25 1 & Vx Home Account
“ . 3 T . @pmblissre £5 aupnpsumar
Vx Home Account @aar 2 misen Lﬁaﬁruqﬁgbag s et Siampinyside
Sl sULGHSINSar dpeoid £5 aupioSunar asTepeoBus BEOMFLD.
SNDPIIYBENET SBOMFIDTH AUDIIE GV TG GHBIHEIT. HOME

Competitive rates for all countries The above fates are based oncalls made from 0207 / 0845 access numbers and include VAT, Add wings o Yourvoice. .
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|OM International Organization for Migration
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o VALVAI HOLDINGS LTD

Unit 7 & 8 Commerce Park, Commerce Way, Croydon CRO 4ZS
Tel: 020 8633 1990 / 1992 / 1993 Fax: 020 8633 1983

Well Worth Paying us a Visit
There is a prize...
that is a Surprise !

Every Friday - Monday
Unbelieveable Special Offer

Wine, Spirits, Toiletries
Grocery Supplies, Alcoholic Beverages
Chocolates, Tobacco etc,

BMLBEHDBG (BHNOUITET HENOTHB!
BILTdRH L SHEDSTUJID G\LIMGIdH6\SHTET6IT [HITL
Gauswrigur L ID...
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Open Time 8am to 8pm




Eys Lement Professmnal Semces
MORTGAGE ADVISERS AND FINANCTAL CONSULTANTS
Directly authorised and regulated hy the Financial Services Auatharity (FSA)
: Firm Rcfm Numher 306927 ‘

“ini ppal . s gy g primyssee” QUALITY COMES FIRST
"Riind: Gpmar miamk Gomar” THE SPECIALISTS IN RETAIL & HOSPITALITY
We wil find you the best avallable solution for CASH REGISTERS & EPOS SYSTEM

» First Tima Buyers s Re-mortgages Self-employed
« Status / NonStatus Mortgages s Self-CertMortgages
+ Buy2Letor Let2Buy s Property Investment for
Monsuk Residents s Adverse Credit Considered|
+ Ralse Capital o Settle High nterest
Cradit Cards snd Loans
Call Para on 020 8424 2001/2, Gﬂsesm

or Skantha on 020 8904 4545, 07958 507
164, Pinner Road, Harrow, Middlesex, H

qmm“*mm.#nmh

Knights of Harrow

Your Local Estate Agents

SALES - RENTAL - INSTALLATION
&
MAINTENANCE

TILL ROLLS & TILL RIBBONS/INKS

To LET - Available now!!!

Harrow 1 Bed flat, fully furnished and private parking  750pcm g _susér

Raynerslane 2 Bed flat, fully furnished and private parking  850pcm worewEEDED

South Harrow 2 Bed house with all modern fittings, furnished 850pcm :'g” st 2_riser DieneSHS elgLmes 5% %mmmmub

Kenton/Edgware 3 Bed apartment, newly refurbished 900pcm y ENSest e o3

TootingBroscway 3 Bed house,cosetothe tube,fumished  1000pcm ‘g Wir$gl Geiw QzmiryasTerEpRissh

Wembley park 3 Bed houses, fully furnished 1000pem d@ 328 High Road Leytonstone

Eastham/llford 3 Bed apartments with all facilities, furnished  950pcm “H**81 London E11 3HS

; P ) ; um_enES -

Kingston uponThames 3 Bed houses, immaculate condition, furnished1200pcm aGastan T el . 0 2 0 8 5 5 5 5 0 5 5

QiS55 aiFall. SLa lF@dmear welalrTs sienis BRI Fax:0208 5 1 90 033
Baliny Sphiiys E-mail : S@&les@tilmax.co.uk
164/4 Pinner Road, Harrow, Middlesex HA1 4J) Tel: 020 8424 2002 Or visit our website

Fax: 020 8424 9420 / WWW.knig htStharTOW.CO.Uk WWW. ﬁlrmxc().llk
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Is it true love or

By: Pahirran Maharajah

have been

any people
wondering and asking
me that is it wrong to fall in love
with someone who is in love with

" someone else? Is it wrong to tell that

person, how you feel about them
when they are in love with someone
else? It's a Question | too have been
searching the answer for.

Well I personally think that there
is nothing wrong with telling that
someone how you feel, that someone
could be that special person you
have been waiting all your life, some
people are afraid to tell that someone
because they might be afraid of
being rejected, some maybe afraid
of hurting that persons feeling, some
might be afraid of that they will not
talk to them again and some are
shy and there are many reasons that
one might not express their feeling
towards that individual.

What is love anyway? A sirong
positive emotion of regard and
affection. It can start any where at
any time with anyone, even if you
have a partner, you can still fall in
love with someone that you think
is the whole world to you. It is a
feeling that will turn your world

upside down. True love never looks
at the positions, people’s pasts, if
you are beautiful or ugly, rich or
poor, your religious belief, your
colour and so on. If you are in love
with someone, who loves someone
else, I would wait for the right time
to tell that person, such as when they
split up or had very bad argument
with each other and they are angry
at each other. T will continue to wait
for that right time and if that time
never comes I will just keep the
feelings and love for that person
locked up in my heart for ever.

Life is full of problems,
especially when you are in
love with someone. Some
people attempt suicide
because of love..and...

Life is full of problems, especially
when you are in love with someone.
Some people attempt suicide because
of love failure or when their family
don’t accept that someone they are

in love with. And this specially
happens in Asian families as I've
seen so far, [ think it 1s a very stupid
idea to even think of committing
suicide.  Before you even think
about committing suicide, have you
ever thought that the other person
will commit suicide because you
did? Well I don’t think they will
because there are enough fish in the
pond for them to find and get on
with their life.

Knowing the facts
about true Love...

‘Well since we are all living in a
modem society, if you committed
suicide because your love has failed
they might cry for you but they
won't die for you,. Like I said before
the carth is like a big pond, they
will eventually catch another fish,
and get on with there lives. I think
people who do that was not really
in love and didn’t care much for
others, all they thought was about
themselves. Sometimes other person
might been good looking or rich and
that’s why some people say they
love them but really don’t give a
damn.

I've said the facts but really how
could you seriously find out if it’s
true love or a lot of rubbish. One
way to find out if some one truly
loves you is to see if they always
listen to what you say and do what
you say, are always honest to you
and tells you the truth at all the time.
If they don’t do those things, how
do you think that person is going
fo treat you after marriage? Life
is about thinking and making the
correct decision especially in love
and marriage so-think carefully for a
long time before you jump into any
of these things.

* Service
* Repairs
* Tyres

* Exhaust

* Taxis
* Commercials

ON ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES

* Private Cars

% Accident & Bodywork

War and Peace - a
teens point of view

Byv: Tharmila Shabanathan

Far many weeks now, I've
always wanted to write my
opinions about the spitefulness and
the inequality of how our Tamils
back home in Sri Lanka are being
treated by the Singhalese for many
years, I’ve heard and read that it has
been going on for many years now
but never personally thought things
through. Yes we were being cruelly
treated and unfairly ruled, but I never
had enough knowledge to actually
say back “we can fight and win”. At
the beginning like many teenagers
who don’t understand the true force
of the LTTE, I too said that they
are fighting an unfair war, as many
innocent people died of their belief.

The question now is, Should we
go to war or continue to fall into
their trap every time they say that
they are listening to our needs and
expectations and putting forward a
rule that best suites both the Tamils
and the Singhalese people of Sri
Lanka and now as the nation perches
on the brink of war, our fears
remain.

I personally am not fully aware of
the whole history of Sri Lanka dating
back to when the British ruled us,
but I do know that if it wasn’t for the
British [rying to rule the whole world
including us, and then leaving our
land in the hands of the Singhalese
people we wouldn’t even be in this
mess fighting for what is rightfully
ours. And even now, they do not see
the full suffering of our people but
instead called LTTE terrorists.

According to Stephen J. Morgan
terrorists “crave the ultimate power,
that of power over life and death
of innocent people.” They believe
themselves to be ommpotent,
messengers and agents of God,
without feeling guilt or shame for
anything they do”. None of this
relate 1o why they are fighting so
why must they be called terrorists?
It's a Question only a few could
ansSwer.

Just because we all have the power
it does not mean that we are capable
of terrorist behavior we will go
ahead with war. There are always
alternatives and other ways, but war
is always the last choice.

i was asked questions such as
“Do you believe that the LTTE are
going the right way in achieving
their goal?”, “Do you believe that

you could win a war against the
former government and keep the
land divided for long?”. All those
people who asked me such questions
were the non-believers and being a
full believer I shook my head saying
“yes!”. Even though we were and
yet still are being treated unfairly
1 believe that as Tamils we have
the knowledge and the nature of
understanding which makes us better
in every way; this means that we
should not treat the Singhalese in the
cruel way they treated us.

None of this relate to
why they are fighting so
why must they be called

terrorists?

From this, | really feel that I speak
for the majority of the Teens, as we
might not know the A-Z history of
our home Land but we do know the
main facts to have a say and decide
want we want for our land. After all
don’t you think that it’s long past
the time foreigners stop deciding
what is the best thing for us, as we
have the power and of course the
understanding (as everyone would
have secen from the way even in
this fighting how our LTTE are
organising; medicine needs, money
peeds and accommodation needs
without the full support from the
government). I we can do so much
pow, just image what we could and
would do if we could live in our
lands freely without the torture of
life and death everyday.

A small pride of the Singhalese
leaders are going a long way in our
case. You might ask, is this a never
ending pain that us Sri Lankan’s have
to suffer for many more generations?
NO! There are many ways that this
problem could be solved and one
of this is by going to war, in the
processes of war we will loose many
of our freedom fighters and it might
take more power than imagined, but
we can do it!
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Why Tamils are Killing Tamils!

By: Uma Kumaran

amils by nature are a gentle

people, who upheld values
throughout the centuries and hold the
utmost respect for life and have pride
in being a Tamil. So why then afier
having the opportunity to leave war
behind and start afresh in lands full
of promises are young Tamils now
turning on each other? I am told and
have come to understand that it is a
case of death before dishonour. How
will we éver begin to understand
this situation? Most of us are just
thankful that we are not involved in
such goings on and I am sure most
parents are thankful that it is not their
child. However that does not mean
we should ignore it or tum a blind
eye to it. Why does it happen?

Tamil films infulence
the young

Blame it on the cinema!
Rajanikanth, Vikram, Vijay shame
on them all! Don’t worry I'm only
joking for all you die hard cinema
fans. But there is an element of truth
in my criticism of Tamil films. I
challenge you to list 3 Tamil films
that contain no violence or have no
fight scenes. Every Tamil hero wields
a machete or uses his fists or whatever
else is available to knock out a few
bad guys. For a Tamil cinemagoer
it seems a fight scene is a must, all
the better if it takes place in a market
place full of vegetables to roll around

What's in the Name?

What is in the name? It's what we
believe in that matters!

Just this week, at my work place
we had a small talk about Religion
which then heated up to a very
argumentative discussion. There were
Christians since birth, there were
Hindus who converied to become
Hindus and us who are Hindus by
birth and will be till we die.

The discussion was mainly about
people changing religion half way
through their existence, and the
question was weather or not it was
the best thing to do, and are those
people who change really believe
in the existence of God, as they had
lost faith in one God won'i they
loose faith in the other spon? From
the other side, the arguments were
fairly good as they said that there
was no proof that Hindu gods exist

on or near a handy glass bottle that
explodes into a thousand pieces upon
contact with @ human head. Better
still is a fight scene with some matrix
style flying kicks where the hero
defies gravity, somersaults, knocks
out five gangsters and siill maintains
a perfect hairdo. Unbelievable yet
is a common occurrence in 9 out of
10 Tamil films. This phenomenon of
extreme violence does in some way
become ingrained in the subconscious
of susceptible and impressionable
youths.

The Tamil
community 18
already a struggling
people; our race has
endured so much and

1S continuing...

To understand how this is relevant
to our society today one can look
at a truly outstanding Tamil film,
Nayagan. For those of you who

haven't seen it, it is most similar to
the film Godfather. Nayagan shows
the struggle of an orphaned boy to
make it through life, who grows up to
become a mafia type leader. Though
his heart and intentions are good, the
means by which he reaches the end
are wrong. However one thing that
stands out in the film is that you wall
never gquestion Nayagan’s motives or
crificise his ways, in fact you have
s0 much empathy with his plight
that you will not feel sorry for those
he harms and will feel it is a just
punishment. It is undeniable that life
at times does imitate art, And so we
begin to understand the origins and
meaning of honour.

More than meets
the eye

Now many of you reading this will
probably not have come across those
Tamils in question, but if the truth
be known, ene should never judge a
book by its cover. Though they may
do things you do not agree with, there
is always more than meets the eye.
This is not the case for all people I am
sure, there are some people who just
exploit the situation and are unruly
by choice but it maybe thal some of
these people have no other choice.

Nonetheless the solution is not
tit for tat, and blaming it on cinema
or honour or any other reason just
will not do. I do not have a solation
or a justifinble answer to all this.
The Tamil community is already
a struggling people; our race has
endured so much and is continuing to
suffer in Srilanka, Can we as a new
generation of western Tamils not live
together in harmony? Have we lost
our culture? Are we so willing to turn
a blind eye to what doesn’t affect us
directly that we have let Tamils die
here of gang violence? As the great
philosopher and peace lover Gandhi
said, “an eye for an eye and the world
will be blind’, although he also said
‘it is better to be violent, if there is
violence in our hearts, than to put on
the cloak of non-violence to cover
impotence’...So which one do you
agree with?

but on their side (Jesus) there was
proof as hundreds saw the proof that
he arose.

Your Belief...

There might be no proof but,
there’s still faith. Only faith decides
of the existence. If we really believe
in something then that something will
comie true. God is who we believe
he is. There is a saying in Tamil that
“God is anywhere and everywhere”,
and someone twisted the whole
saying by actually stating that if God
was everywhere, is he in the good
and the BAD? For an example he
asked “Heroin, is a bad drug- why is
god in there? Why did he provide us
with such bad plants that will surly
destroy us?" For that guestion of
course there was no straight forward
answer so [ had to say that God only

sees the good sides of people, plants
animals and every other existence on
earth and beyond. It’s us humans that
seem to find the bad things and make

our lives a hell.

The Truth...

The truth is that no one knows
how God leoks li<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>