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There was one vernacular school in the whole Kaddaiveli Parish
nearest 10 Karaveddy The other schools were about two miles from
this village. Small children between the age group of 5 years and
12 years could not walk to those schools in the hot sun. So the
Sfounder of this school wanted to build a new school for the children.
Though it was not an easy to task to start a school at that time
in his aim. With the help of Mr. Rajaratham ( Hiudu Board of
Japfna) he accomplished his work. He donated the land worth of
Rs. 300:- (at that time) put up the building worth of Rs. 200,- (at
that timz) supplied mid day meals and also paid the teachers about
Rs. 600/- each. The Divisional Inspector of Schools Mr Lorage
declared opened the school on the 29th day of Jauuary 1940. From
that day forwards the school carried on supplying the mid day meals.
The first head teacher of this school wus Mr. Kandasamy. There
were only three teachers in this school then. After a few .years
later the founder of this school handed over it to the Hindu Board-
of Jaffna. It is a Government school now. I am proud of it and
I hope that the principal of this school will rnn it more efficiently
than in the past. '

I am also an old student of this school.

V. Malinidevi
{ Daughter of the founder of the School }
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"occupied class whilst

Some English Teaching Strategies in the

G. C. E. Ordinary/ Advanced Levels

and GELT Classes

The mode of selection of students
to universities in Sri Lanka calls for a
fairly high degrce of performance in
general and a higher degree of performance
in particular from most of the students
of the North-East Province. This higher
performance being the Sine qua non
for gaining University Admission, it is
nothing but fair on the part of any
pedagogue to expect a fairly high degree
of intelligence from the budding and
would be undergrads;, and cieditably
though, they have lived up to this
expectation. Teaching English to these
students proves to be an enlivening and
enlightening eadeavour, if the teacher
adopts a slightly variant and innovative
method. It may be stranger than fiction,
If I confess that I have had ample oppor-
tunities of keeping a very attentive
class whilst teaching and a busily self-
doing ‘Fixation’
or ‘Application’ Tasks. This experience,
no doubt, is mutually rewarding.

A well-attended, a well- attentive
and a self-consciously working class was
observed, many a time, when the class was
taken along the ‘High Roads Of Lite~
rature’ and Pross Materials, both from
within and without the .prescribed text
materials of the U.G. C.

Marcus ‘Brutus’ in defence of the mur—
der of Caesar; the Funeral oration of Mark
Antony in defiance of Caesar’s - assassi-

Mr. S. K. Paramsothy
Academic Staff
Point Pedro - GELT

nation by the conspirators;  Portia’s
eloquent oratoryon ‘Mercy’ but, on 2
comparatively lighter vein; temse emo~
tion-packed gestures and the Selective
Words of Othello and Desdimona be-~
fore the bloody finale; pathetic solo-
loquies of infirm Macbeth and firm
but later to become a somnambulist Lady
Macbeth; the enigmate words of Weird
Sisters; lementations of King Lear; a
more sober and simpler but very force-
ful words of Abraham Linculnr in his
Getteysburg Address; Gray’s “Early In
A Country Chuarchyard; Wordsworth’s
‘The Reaper; ‘Lucy Poems’ and <1
wandered Lonley As A Cloud’; Tenny-
son’s 'The Charge Of The Light Bri-
gade’; Yasmine Goonaratne’s Big Matey
1983"; Leigh Hunt’s ‘Abou Ben Adhem’:
Byron’s ‘She Walks In beauty’; Keet’s
‘Ode To Autumn’; Shelly’s ‘Ode On A
Grecian Urn’; excerpts from J. Krishna-
mootthy’s ‘living Road’; ‘Vasuvdhatha’;
‘Anglimala’; and ‘Upa Guptha’ - The
Disciple of Buddha’ from the Jataka
stories, were seen keeping the class in
rapt attention and indacing them to
some self-motivated meaningful .writing
tasks on the questions asked. They did
really make the hidden fountains of
¢reative nature in the students, to spout

forth spontaneously.

The teachings in these areas were
subsequently transferred intc Paraphra-

53



sing and Summadrsing and Prose writing.
These exercises made available to the
studeuts enough vocabulary in reasonably
difficult situations, to enrich their ex-
periences and to retain them in a new
and endearing backdrop. It was observed
with a reasonable degree of satisfiction
by the tutors when students volunteered

to ‘Role Play’ the parts of many
Protoganists.
The obsolete words like <Thy’,

“Thee’, ‘Thou’, ‘Dost’, were to be given
their modern equivalents, to prevent
their subtle impeding effect. It cannot
be no more a surprising fact when we
hear students expressing their willingness
to learn ‘raw grammar’ —as it is des—
picably called by many-through Lite-
rature. A trait that comfortably settles
those who advocate the teaching of ‘raw
grammar’ and the still less familiar
<functioual grammar’ have become play-
things in the hands and minds of the
students when grammar is taught in
defence to their wished, via Literature.

A few words about the teaching of
Conditionals (or if) Clauses, the mis-
cellaneously verb forms and the Direct

and Indirect Speeches either through
Poems and Plays or Prose.

The conditional clauses were well
driven home through the <A Priori’

method with ¢If Clause’ as Cause and
and ‘Main Clause’ as Effect.

Exerciscs on most of the Miscell-
aneous Verb forms, become a treat to
students when the following self-inno-
vative ‘Five-Step-Formula’ is adopted:~

Read through the Sentene:s) as
given (to get a rough meaning
of it (them)

Underline or note the Adverbs

if any in the sentence (to
know the Time, Place, or

Step 1:

Step 2:

54

Manner of the idea in

sentence.)

the

Step 3: Underline the or note the full
form of verb(s) if any in the
body of the sentence (to know
the tense of the action done
by the verb(s) and to be done

by the verb(s) in brackets.)

Decide whether the subject
word indicated by the verb is
Active or Passive of the con-
veyed by the verbs(s) (to decide
the voice of the sentence).

Step 4:

(Nearly ninety percent of the Verb
Form exercises find their answers
., With the application of these four

steps. If not, go on to the final
fifth step).

Step 5: Fill in the blanks by convertng
the verb in brackets as ‘To
Infinitive’ or ‘Infinitive+ ing’.

Dramas provide ample examples in
the Direct speech, to be converted into

Reported Speech. This too was well

understood and successfully applied by

the class, on the more general principle
of <¢Nearness of meaning’ (in Direct

Speech) and ‘Distance of Meaning’ (in

the Indirect Speech). These concepts

‘nearness’ and ‘distance’ of ineaning are

achieved through the correct conversion

of words representing various parts of
speech and the correct use of the con-
junctives like <that’, ¢‘to’, ‘not to’,

‘Whether / if”.

I am deliberately reser-
ving ‘Simple Imperatives’, <Commands’
and ‘Exclamatoy’ Patterns, for future

writing.

Thus teaching English in the G.C E.
Advanced ; Ordinary Levels and GELT
classes, is an inspiring and instructive
exercise, from the points of view of
both the teacher and the taught.
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I. Selvarasa

Teacher, T/ Nelliady M. M. V.

President of old Boys’ Association of

J / Kaddaively Yarkkaru Vinayakar Vidyalayam,

English teaching doesn’t mainly de-
pend on a teacher. It depends on the
ocation of classrooms, texts, students
and other facilities such as time, back
up materials, and supplementary readers,
iibrary work shop etc.

In many schools the condition and
location of classrooms aren’t conducive
to a better teaching. They seem noisy
and unspacious. Some classrooms don’t
even have well-conditioned blackboards _
It's understood that these are prime of
all other factors needed for conducting
a smooth class. Further it’s regretable
to note that some schools don’t have
adequate furniture and are often with
unsuitable desks and benches to suit the
physical needs and growth of the stu~
dents.

Since English is an alien language
the learners needing it, for communi-
cation and understanding are handicapped
with what others say in the same lang-
uage. But this very fact is not con-
sidered wnen preparing the text. They
don’t take into account the cultural and
educational aspects and the interest of
the language learners

In Sri Lanka as these texts are
Colombo based ones they are prepared
to suit only the students in town areas-
and have included the usages of majo-
rity ethnic group. They are not Wwith

simple vocabulary and grammar patterns,
and do not suit the standard of the
various kinds of students on an Island
wide basis. The texts don’t fit in to
the real life situations, and needs of
the students who would be taking up
careers, where the learners should be
practically benefited when they leave
their schools. For example these texts
must contain functioning methods and
ways of diverse public and private
offices and departments. This sort of
inclusion would not oaly benefit learn-
ers in their future careers and enter-
prises but also motivate them in their
studies On the other hand when a text
motivates a studeat, it reduces the
burden of a teacher from motivating
him. Besides, in designing materials
on literature, it should be accompanied
with proper guides for teachers Wwho
teach to lessen their tasks of preparing
the pedagogic implications, otherwise it
shoild be given by holding seminars
and inservice classes, and common dis-
cussions. The texts with literature
should be explained in straight-forward
language avoiding archaic words consi-
dering the reading habits and speed of
the learners. If this is not done the
teaching of such materiais would be
counter-productive.

In most places the students are seen
in heterogenous group. It’s because as
there are no adequate teachers and in
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some cases some schoois don’t have even
a single English-teacher. If one were
to be posted to these schools it would
be more difficult task to that teacher.
In this case the teacher becomes help-
less as he carries somebody else’s baby
having to help from the foundation,
but is bound to the rules and regula-
tions of his superiors and department,
Unless the Ministry of Education or
the Department of Education cares for
the well-being of the students and take
concrete measures to remedy the set
backs, the teacher can’t adapt his own
methods as he often becomes vulner-
able to questions and quaries of supe-
riors for not sticking to the texts.

When considering the other aspects
the time allotted to Englsh is not
enough to complete the teaching task,
t’s notable that though they speak

their mother tongue round the clocks
a good number fail the test in their
own tother tongue. Then how can we
expect the same students to learn a
foreign language within the span of 40

minutes a day and 200 minutes
week ?

in a

In addition schools in Colombo or
in urban areas do have libraries and
language learning workshops that are
fully equipped with ample of back-up
materials, such as supplementary readexjs
audio-video cassettes and other

' teaching
aids. In comparison rural areas don’t
have these at-all.

Therefore wunless and until these

are considered for remedial measures We
can’t expect a successful learning process
and a meaningful teaching of English
as a second language in our homeland.
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