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LLRC report_ affirms the need for an International Impértial Inquiry

By Paul Newman

fter the ending of the nearly

three-decade  old  civil
war in Sri Lanka, Human Rights
Groups across the world demanded
an- impartial International Enquiry
info war excesses committed by
the Sri Lankan armed forces. When
the pressure started mounting, the
Sri Lankan government quickly
formed the Lessons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission (LLRC)
to give an impression to the world
that 1t was serious about an impartial
inquiry.

However, the real motive of LLRC
was to bail out the government from
being brought under the scanner of an
international commission of enquiry
that would have meant big trouble
for Sri Lankan President Mahinda
Rajapaksa.

The Permanent People’s Tribunal
on War Crimes agminst Sri Lanka
held at Dublin in January 2010,
and the report of the International
Crisis Group in March 2010 had
already indicted Sri Lanka for its
war crimes. The United Nations
Secretary General, Ban Ki Moon had
also appointed a very credible panel
of experts under Marzuki Darmsman,

It was only after this the Sri
Lankan government appointed the
eight member LLRC with only a
couple of names from the aggrieved
community. The chairperson of the
LLRC was the attorney general, who

is the chief law officer of the present

government. Another member was.

part of the UN ad-hoc Committee on
Measures to Eliminate International
Terrorism, and a third member
served as Sri Lanka’s Permanent
Representative to the United Nations
during the final stages of the war.

All members were hand-picked
stooges of President Rajapaksa. Even
at the outset, it became clear that no
credible report could be expected
from them. The LLRC was in the
field for just 17 days, and only 6 days
at the war theatre in Vanni out of its
tenure of nearly 18 months!

The commission lacked a victim
centric approach and it functioned
from Colombo instead of from any

‘of the Tamil areas. There were no

professional counselors lo aid the
victims deposing before them.

The LLRClackedgendersensitivity.
Though women and children
constituted 80% of the victims, the
LLRC had only one aged woman
representative. There was absolute
lack of transparency, as nobody knew
what the commission was working on.
There wasno provision for a grievance
redressal mechanism either.

Witnesses had no security or
protection. A witness had to go back
and live with the perpetrators of the
crime - that is the Sri Lankan armed
forces, which has taken over 40% of
the land belonging to the Tamils.

The LLRC does not give details of

the exact or approximate numbers of
civilians  killed. missing or
unaccountable.

According to records of the
Government Agent offices at
Mullaiththeevu and Killinochchi
districts, the population of Vanni
was 429,059 in October 2008. The
total number of people who got into
-govcmmem control after the war was
282,380, according to an UN update
ag of 10 July 2009.

The Catholic Bishop of Mannaar,
Rt. Rev. Dr. Rayappu Jeseph raised
this point in his submission to the
LLRC on the 9th of January 2011.
“Due clarification should be made
regarding what happened to 146,679
people, which is the discrepancy
between the number of people who
came to government controlled areas
between October 2008 — May 2009
and the population reported to be

in Vanni in early October 2008, he

stated.

The Bishophadalsoraised the issues
of militarization, colonisation, land
grab, Sinhalization, Buddhicisation
and civil as well as human rights
abuses that continue to take place in
the Tamil land following the war. The
LLRC has no answers to these very
important queries.

The UN panel report mentions
rape and sexual violence against
Tamil women in the final stages
of the war and its aftermath, Many
video evidences depicted naked

bodies of dead women alleged to
be fighters. There were also reports
from international agencies working
in camps of instances of rape in the
IDP camps, but the LLRC does not
respond to these charges at all.

Though two and a half years have
passed since the war ended, the
draconian Prevention of Terrorism
Act continues. The LLRC has nothing
to say about this. The commission
speaks of individual excesses by the
state forces but does not speak of
institutional violence perpetrated by
the state during the war. There is no
mention of aerial shellings of homes
and the lives lost in such attacks

It is silent on the expulsion of
INGOs and NGOs from the war zone
in September 2008, and the ban on
private and independent media on
covering the war.

There is no mention of the white
van abductions, the killing of
independent journalist across the
island, the recruitment of child soldiers
by pro-government para military
groups, the plight of the 90.000 war
widows from the north and the east-

and the incarceration of 282,000 °

Tamils in the Manik Farm camps for
more than a year.

It has not addressed the catastrophic
fallout of the economic embargo on
the Tamil areas from the end of 2007,
the starvation of civilians from June
2008, the continuous aerial bombings
on civilian targets, the shoddy

resettlement of Tamils, and the state
of Tamil refugees around the world.

The only positive outcomes are the
recommendations to demilitarize the
north and east and to dismantle the
paramilitary groups.

However, the real
motive of LLRC was to
bail out the government
from being brought
under the scanner

of an international

commission of enquiry.

The world has read and seen the
gory incidents of the war, thanks to
the UN Experts’ report. “The Cage’, a
book written by Gordon Weiss, former
UN Spokesperson in Sri Lanka,
the Channel 4 documentary, ‘The
killing fields of Sti Lanka,” and *I witn
essed Genocide’ by Indian TV channel
Headlines Today, to name a few.

The LLRC has proved its loyalty to
President Rajapaksa by giving a clean
chit to the Sri Lankan state and
absolving it of the charges of *state
terrorism’. The LLRC was nothing but
a sham. Only an international enguiry
will establish the horrendous truth of
Sri Lanka’s genocidal war.

Courtesy: thewegkendleader.com
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the only solution and that only will
bring values needed for the smooth

Leads to Cessation!

By: Nadarajah
Balasubramaniam (PFLT-UK)

he LLRC report provided
little or no new information or
recommendations on accountability

It conveniently chose to completely
ignore even the UN Panel of Expert$
recommended, the establishment
of an independent international
mechanism to conduct investigations
mto the alleged violations. At the
most it is only an ambitious attempt
to historically shield the people who
committed Genocidal crimes from
justice.

Tamils are not the least concerned
about the so called report that is
baseless and blatantly dishonest.
Their only concern have been to niote
and study how the other countries
especially the 'partmers-in- genocide'
respond!

Tamils are grateful and appreciate
the Canadian Foreign Minister,
Hon. John Baird’s courage and
commitment that he«is showing
against gross human right-violations
and genocide being committed by the
governiment of Sri Lanka against its
minority Tamils. His daring staternent
that the LLRC report falls far short
of human rights violations and crimes
against the humanity committed
by the Sri Lanka government. The
LLRC report dismisses any notion
of a ‘systemafic’, ‘perseeution’ of
Tamil civilians by Sri Lanka's armed
forces and the ‘deliberate’ targeting

of civilian establishments — key
assertions made by the UN expert
panel.

Canada in no uncertain terms
clearly says, "We continue to call
for an independent investigation into
the credible and serious allegations
raised by the UN Secretary-General’s
Panel".

Alistair Burt, Minister with
responsibility for Sri Lanka, informed
the House of the Government's views
on the Sri Lanka [essons Learnt and
Reconciliation Commission's Report.
The British Government believes that
the report contains many constructive
recommendations for action on post-
conflict reconciliation and a political
settlement. Implementation of these
recommendations, however, is the
real test of Sri Lanka’s progress. This
is typical of British nulers.

We know the British history, their
values and methods. Stressing on
post conflict reconciliation and a
political settlement is only a bluff
and and never a hope. Even during
the Genocide with the enthusiastic
overt and covert support of big
powers, there were a murmur that,
“Reconciliation will be difficult”,
in the Western press, It is simply
impossible, an exercise in futility!
The simple truth is that there was
no ceasefire. Ceasefire only has a
fair chance for reconciliation. What
happened was Genocide. Genocide
simply leads to cessation, a divorce
for survival of the weak, at the most.
The birth of a Tamil Nation will be

moving of the world, an urgently
needed rejuvenation of the modern
world.

A political settlement is another
joke. There was a genuine chance
for a_fair political solution when
the great LTTE had the military
strength. That is now gone , defeated
by the unserupulous and cunning and
vengeance seeking Sonia Congress
government of India. UK's Tony
Blair labour government faithfully
listened to India for its future
economic survival and USA listened
to India, sometimes in opposing or
contradicting moods, to play games
with the great China. The then UK
government is accused of implicating
the EU and Canada into this muddle,
I mean getting them to ban LTTE at
the crucial time.

Even the well planed and
orchestratedactofGenocide was given
an auspicious start by the then UN’s
permanen! representative of the UK,
with the unceremonious stalement
the, “LTTE was blighting the Sri
Lanka government for thirty years,
thus LTTE has to be eliminated™..
What a crime! The legacy is with
now the Tory government of the
UK. Even the Foreign Secretary, Mr
Hague repeated the same. If so who
is blighting the SL Govt. now, during
the last two and a half years? This is a
historical demise even to the famous
Royal Institute, Chatham House, for
not being independent and brainless
at least during those vital period.
Now all gone quite, why?

Qur Prime Minister Hon.
Cameron has plate full We have
full appreciation of his austenty and
promotion of thrifty ways of living

‘including babics born and unborn,

during these economically difficult
period. The burden of the Genocide
of the Sri Lanka government, killing
as many as sixty seven thousands of |
human beings within a limited space \
and limited time of just five days, |

mothers, elderly and invalids,
as estimated by the LTTE, is a
genuinely impossible task.. \
[
He tries his best. He at least even
managed to watch a half of the CH4,
killing fields in Sri Lanka.

Cameron said he pressed President
Mandrake Tapanese during this year's
Commonwealth heads of government
meeting in Australia to show that
Colombo did not "have nothing
to hide" following the end of theI
country's civil war. He said this at |
the Perth Commonwealth summit.
That itself was a comedy of errors as
stage managed by the Sonia Congress l
Government of India.

|
The most annoying part of Minister |
Alistair Burt's timely statement
is: “The British Government has |
consistently condemned terrorism in |
all its forms. The LTTE is a brutal
and ruthless organisation which
remains proscribed in the UK.....”

What is the need for the Honourable
Minister to talk of LTTE now, and
that it was a brutal and ruthless |
organization. LTTE rightfully took |
up arms on behalf of the Tamils and
fought a world known chauvinist
terrorist government. No Tamil
expected LTTE to be friendly and |
sofily with the enemy. This utterance
is shameful, unwanted and shows |
how a guilty conscience pricks even |
an official statement!. ‘
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New Maiden

Ayngaran ... (20 89496734
Megaa Superstore . 0120} 8336 4061
Vaaniyan ... (20 86050434
Murugan Kovil ....... (020} 8942 4475
Vaishna Superfoods 020 8389 4488
Stoneleigh Amman . 020 8395 2147

Tooting

Yhaal House ........... (20 8767 B5B5
Rainbow Restaurant. 0720 #6410 4230
Amman Kovil ......... D20 8795 4258
Niru Con.Store ........ D20 8672 3200
Prime Foods............ 020 8682 3777
AYNGaran ..o (120 8540 1500
Suvai Aruvi........coves 020 8543 6266
Adchaya  ...ueen 020'8540 8182
b3 TT U T — (20 8685 1122
Croydon .
Best Foods............. 020 8684 6268
Haran Bros......co. 020 8686 2552
Chennal dosa ......... 020 8865 9192
Eelam Video.......... + 020 8664 B35S

Spice Land.......c.... 020 8667 1700
Lewisham

Chandra................. n_zu 8333 B680
Eelam Shop ... 020 8680 6545
Katpagam .............. 0208694 B810
AdVideo ................. 020 8681 B8A8
Sivan Kovil ............. 020 B318 9844
i e S o 020 B297 8432
Eastham

Seelans................. B20 8471 5733

Sakthi Cash & Carry 0200 3584 4560
Murugan Temple..... 020 8478 8432
Station Super Store 120 8503 4711

Best FOOd .....uoevesn 420 8552 9578
Akilan Enterprise ... 020 8548 0035
Iford

Vinnayagar Kovil.... 020 8917 8334
Nathan.................... D20 8514 1744
Angels ................... 020 8553 (490
Sri Supermarket ...
Edmonton !

New Kannan Stores 020 5884 4879
SAYAS: . o 020 8505 8528
Nagapoosani Templet20 8384 3333
VWaithamstow

Vinayagar Kovil ... 020 8527 3819
Kumarans ............. 020 7609 1912
Prabas .............. 0208509 3322
Harrow

Tsk food & Wine ... (120 7622 4258
Eelavan ........c... 020 8863 6160

Prabhas ............... 020 8866 0477
South Harrow F&W. 020 8423 6321

Best foods............... (20 8423 9933
Sambal Express...... 120 8784 7171
Wembiley

Malar Super Market (120 8795 5797
Ganapathy C & C... . 020 8745 4627
Best foods............... 020 §3G0 0100
Vahizan Disc...... (120 8795 DBAR
Ealing

Amman kovil........... 020 B810 0835
Greenford

F0) 1311 - S— 020 8813 0867
South hall

Thamilini C & C....... 020 8606 9800
Duvaraka C& G ... 0208813 9126
Palm Palace ........... 020 8813 9663

Spicy Palace restavinnt 020 8574 4087
Luxmys C&C......... 0208571 4599
Tamilan C & C......... 020 8581 8174
Lady Margret ......... 020 8571 4434




South Indian & Sri Lankan Restaurant
Dosa specialist P g b |

ABHTHHOL, Bwhes, AL BHEL, SFERTE LBXID wFEFD 2 8

AMBHWET SFHRULE 20 PED WTHRBH.

* We cater for special occasions

" We come and make fresh dosa in your garden or your selected venue.

Come and try our South Indian dishes, Chetinard , North Indian

dishes from Delhi, [ndo Chinese (& Syi Lankan Dishes.

| 630-634 Uxbridge road
Te 0208 56 1 8 1 88 | Hayes, Middlesex, UB4 ORY
www.sarasasrestaurant.com

cineworld

]J\Jajljr& (‘r:} SeN1S .;g‘f{ﬂf “_‘”Ji At Cineworld Cinemas|

www.rjcinema.co.uk -

=

‘R o o t* www.cineworld.co.uk

¥ _/ J LA e jru.
Eunfrmiin Amurrd

HARROW SAFARI CINEMA - STATIONRD
Daily/Shows!TeliNol:{020]84260303 ¢

A5 Advance Booking 087 1200 2000
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Immigration and Welfare Advisor

16-20 hours per week /Preferably 2 or 3 days a week.
Salary £8.00 to £10.00 per hour based on experience

SLTWG works with the Tamil Community
in South London for over 25 years in
developing solutions to the Community needs.

General Duties:
of the organisation.
evaluation procedures.

- General Administrative duties.
Person specification:
with (OISC Level 1 or 2).

 Time management skill.

- To work collaboratively as part of our staff team towards the aims and objectives
- To ensure that records are maintained as part of SLTWG's overall monitoring and
- To attend and participate in SLTWG meetings, supervision sessions, review days,
~ cultural activities and Management Commitiee meetings as'and when required.
- To keep up to date with relevant legislation, policy and practice issues,

including undertaking research and attending conferences and training courses.

» At least one year experience of working in information, advice and guidance

» Fluency in Tamil and English with good communication skills both written
and verbal including professional telephone manners. :

« General understanding of the basic needs and issues of the IAG.

= Commitment to equal opportunities and confidentiality.

AN
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SOUTH LONDON TAMIL WELFARE GROUP
sosiL e guliph Eevet Hlenpn Dol

Closing date: 31st January 2012 at 5.00 pm

For further details and an application pack please contact,

36 High Street, Colliers Wood, London SW19 2AB.
t: 020 8542 3285 e : admin@shwg.org.uk w : www.sltwg.org.uk

(@

Enhancing the Quality of Lifs of the Tamil Communits) et

oo §f &

Seats are limited.
Knights of Harrow
Seminar Room

164 Pinner Road,
Harrow, HA1 4JJ.

Para

Dates: Every Thursdays
Time: 7:00pm to 9:00pm

Nthiran 0781 221 1663 s2pnet@yahoo.co.uk
0795 850 7010 paramakumaran@hotmail.com
Kajan 0782 794 7964 admin@knightsofharrow.com
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Jay Brand Pvt Ltd
Unit 9, Axiom Business Park,

For All Enguiries)
Tel: 01293 5222 44
Fax : 01293 8222 70

Balcombe Road, Horley, Surrey, RHe 7HF, UK. | sales@jaybrand.Co.uk
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ICG Report On Tamil

Womenli “7 oefully Wrong

ByiJanani Paramsothy

he recent International Crisis

Group (ICG) report on ‘Sri
Lanka: Women’s Insecurity in the
North and East® is a real work of art
that has generated much controversy.
The political agenda that the ICG
follow is once again remarkably
clear in this report, as it has been in
previous reports, notably the report
regarding the Tamil Diaspora: ‘The
Sri Lankan Tamil Diaspora after the
LTTE’ which was published on 23rd
February 2010 .

This cumrent report, like the
ones before it, plays an interesting
game. It accuses the Sri Lankan
state while excusing it, exposes the
smaller problems while masking the
underlying bigger one, and although
it cannot be entirely dismissed out
of hand, as it provides essential
evidence about what is happening to
our women in Sri Lanka, it is such
an apologist work that it cannot be
regarded as having the final say on
what the real situation is in Sri Lanka.

First and foremost, Western culture
generally needs to let go of this illusion
of ultimate control that they think
they hold and of the accompanying
notion where they think they know
what is best for everyone everywhere.
This lingering ignorance from
imperialist years, leads to many a
misunderstanding, some too grave to
allow. They cannot dictate to us what
is right and what is wrong, without
taking into account what our own
understanding of the situation may
be. And our understanding of the
sitnation here is not parallel to that

of the ICG’s since it fundamentally
ignores the genocidal nature of what
has been done. In this event, the
report appears somewhat patronising
and a little removed from reality.
Although comments of a very serious
nature have been made, some of
the additional comments appear so
misguided, it is hard to know whether
to laugh or be angry.

It appears- and this is observable
with many intemational actors who
have failed the Eelam Tamils- that the
ICG simply cannot face up to the fact
that it is they who have been wrong
and we who have been right about
Sri Lanka all along. The international
community, its NGOs and its media
have spectacularly failed in the case
of Sri Lanka, leading to the loss of
tens of thousands of lives and they are
all still in denial. Therefore, instead of
admitting that they have done wrong,
they appear to choose to justify their
actions by pointing fingers at what
the Tamils have done. They partially
acknowledge that some wrong has
been committed in respect of the
Tamils, and then backtrack by saying,
“But hey, it was their fault anyway.”

They say that the Sri Lankan
government dismiss  allegations
‘as part of an LTTE conspiracy to
gamner international sympathy and
demonise Sri Lanka’s “war heroes™
while in part, helping to do just that
themselves.

This 15 illustrated widely throughout
the report- in the many references to
the diaspora for example, in which
we have been made to appear like
bloodhounds intent on the destruction

and humiliation of Sri Lanka. So
despite the fact that those people
suffering out there are our family
members, our friends and our kin,
despite the fact that many of the

Diaspora are people who have
suffered in Sri Lanka first hand

themselves, despite the fact that we-
Diaspora and inhabitants of Sri Lanka
alike- consider ourselves, and indeed
are one single entity, we have been
painted as the scavengers who would
gladly sacrifice our kin in homeland,
just so we can gain ground on our
‘glusive political solution’.

1 for one do not particularly care
what happens to Sri Lanka or ifs
government. If this all culminaies in a
happy ending for them, then good, if
not, then that is slightly sad. I will not
however, intentionally set out to wreck
the country. This is what [ believe is
the sympathy shared by most of the
Diaspora. We want our people and
their interests to be safeguarded, and
that is of paramount importance. No
one sets out to discredit Sri Lanka out
of pure spite or boredom, but only
because they believe that is the only
way to bring about our ultimate goal
of protecting our people. Hence this
idea that we will sell out the Tamils in
the homeland to achieve this ‘elusive
political solution” (Tamil Eelam, since
the writers of the report could not
bring themselves to put this down
in words) is ludicrous. The entire
point of Tamil Eelam is to ensure that
those very people are not sold out,
not because we want to win points
in some imaginary sparring game
with the government, but because
there is no other solution to check the
protracted genocide of the Tamils that
has been happening ever since Sri
Lanka gained ‘independence’ in 1948.

The report is also always eager to
point out that activists abroad might
misuse their material and attempts to
disclaim against 1t: “Given the levels
of fear within them Tamil community
and the willingness of some diaspora
activists to assume the government is
behind all violence, there is a real risk
of misattribution.”

Obviously no one thinks the
government 18 behind ALL violence.
Even indirectly, they cannot have
caused every single incidence of
violent behaviour on the island. [ don't
believe anyone has ever proposed
that.” They are not ommnipresent;
although I'm sure they would like to
be. However, most violence can be
attributed to the government. Jt need
not necessarily be that they sanctioned
it, or that their agents carried it out
{although that happens a lot). It is
enough that through what they've

done or have not done, they have
indirectly created an atmosphere and
created a society where these forms
of violence happen, that they are
acceptable and will not be punished.

Tamil society is not dysfunctional
in itself- although reading the report,
one can be forgiven for thinking
otherwise. You can look to - the
Diaspora for evidence of that because
although the communities operate
within different cultures, they still
largely adhere to Tamil cultural rules.
You can also look to the society in
pre-war years, before Tamil society
became so mangled by the devastation
that was intentionally wrought to it.

On top of this distrust of the
Diaspora, there is then the eraphasis
on who has made the situation
‘worse’, or are guilty on the same
level as the Sri Lankan state and
its forces in regards to what they
are doing, and have done, to Tamil
women. This group comprises of the
LTTE and Tamil men in general.

The insistent reference to the
‘increasing use of alcohol” and again
to the inherent patriarchal nature of
the Tamil community are the main
cores of this argument in relation to
Tamil men. There is no evidence to
suggest that the Tamil community
is any more patriarchal than any of
its South Asian neighbours- indeed
even the report admits we are more
liberal. There are many conservative
elements within Tamil ideology that
must be challenged but oppression
of women is not one of them. My
grandparents for example, have some
very interesting ideas on the caste
system, but they would never- and
never have- treated any of us girls
differently to how they treat the boys.
And this is not just because we have
different laws in England or live in a
different society, It 18 because that is
the way that thev have been brought

up.

Moreover, there is also the subile
emphasis on the fact that ‘life was
bad" under the ‘brutal LTTE’ who
dictated women’s lives so they cannot
have been empowered. The holes
in this argument are countless, but
we will briefly consider a few. The
report itself acknowledges that there
was a ‘degree’ of equality under the
LTTE, many women have openly
said their lives were infinitely better
under the LTTE- maybe because they
weren’t subjects of mass rape then,
any citizen living under any state
has their life dictated by that state
to an extent- this does not diminish
their equality in any way, and since
the LTTE were first and foremost
a military organisation, engaged in

war, it is perhaps understandable that
some freedoms had to take a back
seat to national security, especially
since, these weren’t not exclusively
restricted for women.

“The male dominated leadership
of the organisation prioritised the
fight for a separate Tamil nation,
and their own survival, over all
other goals” states the report. Let us
conveniently forget the fact that the
LTTE’s decision making body, its
Central Committee had five women
in a twelve member team, Let us take
their statement as true. Even then, it
is entirely reasonable because without
the success of the war effort, for men
and women alike, there is nothing.
This has been clearly demonstrated
now. Tamil women- safe under LTTE,
raped and pillaged under Sri Lankan
forces with no one to support them.
It’s quite a simple equation really. For
Tamil women to be safe under a Sri
Lankan state is simply impossible.

The issue is that the real problem
has not been understood by the ICG
at all, or if understood, then they
have just ignored it to assuage their
own guilt. The problem is not that
the government has ignored Tamil
women’s concerns: :

“Instead of taking what is a historic
opportunity to address grievances
that affect well over half of the
Tamil population in the north and
east, and in doing so highlighting the
responsibility of the Tamil political
leadership and community to do the
same”

The problem is that the Sri Lankan
state does not intend to address our
concerns. It is not because they are
indifferent about our suffering; it
is because they are active agents
bringing it about. They want it to
happen because it all fits in with
their pre-planned attack on the Tamil
nation as a whole.

When the report points out that
the government ‘carefully nurtured
nationalist sentiment within Sri
Lanka’s Sinhalese Buddhist majority
to build support for its efforts to
destroy the LTTE’ it is not entirely
true. This sentiment already existed;
it is what the government were voted
in on and what successive Sinhala
governments have all been nurturing
over the years.

The problem is not the current
government or their way of doing
things. They themselves are a
manifestation of the problem.
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Tamil Information Centre

on their Reconcilation Efforts

South London based Tamil
Information Centre (TIC) recently
organised an evert titled  'Peace,
Security and Development through
Goad Governance' with the
particiaption of some Sri Lankan
parlimentarians who were visiting
United Kingdom at the invitation of
international Alert.  In the Tamil
political circles, the event was seen as
an attempl to marginalize the Tamil
diaspora polity.  Mr.V.Varathkumay,
the head of TIC, clarifies their
involvement in the process of
reconiciliation between Tamil, Sinhala
and other nationalities in the island
af Sri Lanka.

* Do you really believe that
stripping Tamil/Sinhala identities
and forging a Sri Lankan identity is
essential to achieve peace in Sri
Lanka? ,

I donotbelieve stripping the identity
of a people would contribute to peace.
This has not occurred anywhere, and
I do not think it will happen in Sri
Lanka either. 1 believe it is unwise
to assume that people will compromise
on essentials of life such as security,
identity, belonging, and independence.
People are unlikely to make compro
mises that diminish their control over
their own lives, and while integration
is agreeable, nobody would accept
assimilation into any majority commu
nity. This is common to all people and
any identity group. Control of own
life and identity are both fundamental

human needs. This aspect emerged
very clearly at the meeting with the
parliamentarians referred to by you.

* Do you know the stand of the

powerful Maha Sangha on this

important issue? Can you achieve
a true reconciliation without their
support?

“True reconciliation” is about
shared understanding, mutual respect
and equal participation. Unless we
candidly engage with whoeveris oppo
sed torour views and aspirations, and
genuinely hear each other, truly under
stand each ather and honestly respect
eachother, reconcilhiationwillalwaysre
main elusive. It is probable that the
realization of this may have prompted
the LTTE and the Maha Sangha to look
into the possibility of engaging each
other during the peace process (please
note that the Maha Sangha is no more
the powerful entity it was).

If one is clear about what he/
she believes in, what effective
engagement means, and what benefits
true reconciliation can bring to the
different communities in Sri Lanka,
I do not see why we shouldn’t try
reasoning with the Maha Sangha to
look at the different options open
for peaceful co-existence of the
different communities in the island.
It is amply clear that all communities
suffered in the war, while the Tamil
civilians bore the brunt. More and
more political and social activists

are realizing that the current state of
affairs is causing the island to slip
away from the hold of the Sri Lankan
people -into the hands of control-
aiming foreign powers and profit-
seeking multinationals. I am sure the
Maha Sangha is fully aware of this
precarious situation and realises the
need to take necessary actions to save
their heritage.

*» In the past, the TIC used
to claim that it was the one first
brought the genocide issue i.e the
Eelam Tamils are facing genocide.
How do vou relate both our recon
ciliation efforts and your campaign
against genocide?

TIC has published over 150
monographs and periodicals on the
human rights situation of the Tamil
speaking people of Sri Lanka. One
of the publications is a researched
monograph titled “The Intemational
Crime of Genocide: The Case of
the Tamil People in Sri Lanka” in
December 1997, The report was
published in Enghsh, Tamil and
Hindi, which was widely used to
create awareness for the purpose of
preventing genocide of Tamils in
Sri Lanka. The TIC continues to
articulate and lobby regarding the
deteriorating situation in Sri Lanka
while addressing the challenges
that the UN and world leaders have
caused. Our challenges are complex
and include the following:

a. ThelackofanEarly Warning System

that is required to predict and prevent
genocide, There is not a single person
atthe United Nations whoisresponsible
for genocide early warning and
prevention.

b.The lack of understanding” and
resources of the commumty to
influence the world leaders who have
broken the promise that they made
to the UN in November 1948 when
the Genocide Convention was passed
by the UN, and the lack of persons
with the political will to take steps
towards proper implementation of the
provisionsofthe Convention. Thereare
many people in positions of power and
influence who pretend not to know
that the situation for the Tamils in S
Lanka is very serious. It should be

noted that there is no mention about

Sri Lanka in the List of Peoples under
Threat in the year 2011, published by
Minority Rights Group International.

c. Self-destruction of the community’

thatiscontributingtotheextermination
of the Tamils — Self-inflicted violence
and murders; overwhelming nihilism;
pervasive lovelessness, hopelessness,
and absence of a sense of dignity and

-self-worth among women and young

people; self-destructive lifestyles
(notably addictions to drugs and
alcohol); dramatic fall in children
attending schools (due to poverty);
low intake of health care resulting
in high levels of malnutrition,
increasing infant and maternal
mortality; children born into lives of
poverty and deprivation; parochial
politics; increasing rate of abortions;
growing suicide rate; rising rate of
depopulation of youth through flights
overseas; exploitation of vulnerable
people, particularly  women;

continuing human rights violations;
manipulation of information and misin
formation campaigns; gradual loss of
Tamilidentityamongsttheexiled Tamil
community, particularly amongst
youth, and internecine struggles. These
are contributing to the annihilation of
the Tamil community.

There is no point simply blaming
government actions without taking
action whatsoever to address these
issues, If the wise men and women
of the comnnmity, both within and
outside. Sri Lanka do not intervene
soon, there is a growing fear that the
Tamil community will in due course
“wipe itself™ ot of the island.

We believe, preventing genocide 1s

a collective as well as an individual .

responsibility. The contribution of
everyone, however small, is important
in this direction. Governments,
political organisations, the media, civil
society organizations, diaspora groups
and each and every one of us have
a responsible role to play. While we
strive to build a global partnership
against genocide, given thereluctance,
lack of capacity and will of the inter
national communitytointervenetostop
genocide in Sri Lanka, we strongly
believe, being a community ‘develop
'ment and human rights organisation.
that it is essential to engage with the
liberal political leaders and the civil
society in the majority community, on
human rights concems, reconciliation
and peace building, promoting dialo
guebetweenminority groupsand gover
nment officials to reduce tensions and
prevent genocide. Thisdoes notimply
compromising on fundamental rights,
needs and aspirations of the Tamil
community.
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Six long years have paased since you parted
from us, but your thoughts are with us every |
day. The tears we can wipe away. The ache in
our hearts will always stay.

Your ever loving Ammah and Aiyah
Mr K and Mrs N.E. Nadarajah (Canada) J

In loving memory of our dear sister Yalini.

No length of time can take away. Our thoughts
of you and you will never be parted sodeepand | |
strong Is our bond.

VML LIGY LIg(penpEefgn B GousnGpHia  Wisiang. OFm_@als...
O Gevorh HlEmETEUGHFGO
| .
- Our dearest sister
In |0Vi N g Me Mo ry Of - Our heart’s still active in sadness
' And secret tears still flow
Yalini Lo eswaren - What it meant to lose you
% g No one can ever know.
% : But now We know you want us
el |
% Who left us on 23" January, 2006. | To mourn for you no more
_ A wonderful daughter, wife, mother and sister | Toremember all the happy times
;ﬂ = Ll —= 1 Life still has much in store.
) ? Our Dearest wife and Ammah ‘ [ Sharmini and Bhavan (UK)
7 It has been six painful years since you left ' Qur dearest sister,
us. But even today we are unable to console | | .

; ourselves. A place is vacant in our home and | We have never met anyone as amazing as you,
hearts, which can never be filled. You will You never left us wh‘en we needed you. A'WE?VS
always be loved and remembered every day. . protecting and helping us as your younger sib-

. e | ling. Not a day goes by when we don't think of -
our ever foving, you. And the tears fall quickly just hearing your
Lages (UK) and Nimalan (Australia) . e : .
name. God has you in his keeping now, But we'll
Tel: 020 8640 6131, Mob: 07984 421 945 | | ki Teve Yol i hapia
Our Dearest Darling Daughter Yalini Dharshinee and Kaanthan (Australia)

Your ever loving brothers

Ramana and Prabha (Canada) | |
— |
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ICG Report On Tamil...

(Cont..)

Furthermore, there is also again, when referring to the LTTE, this idea that
stopping the sexual violence is important because otherwise the LTTE will use/
have already used it as propaganda:

“Threats to them reinforced perceptions and experiences of ethnic
discrimination; they also motivated — and were used to justify — violent
responses and demands for commitment to the LTTE’s separatist cause and
brutal tactics.”

The LTTE like the Diaspora, are unfortunately very misunderstood. Without
understanding why the LTTE rose in the first place, no actor in this conflict
could ever hope to solve it. The idea that the LTTE would act ‘brutally’ and
in the fashion described by the report independently of any other cause and
this sexual violence is just something that plays into their hands is simply put,
foolish.

Reading and hearing about what is happening to our sisters while sitting
in England is hard enough. I don’t actually face the physical threat- although
many of our Sinhala neighbours here have made many verbal ones over the
intemnet- vet we still feel violated. Our empathy with our sisters leads to fear
.and anger. We as Diaspora Tamil women also share the additional feeling of
helplessness sometimes because we cannot physically go out to Sri Lanka-and
stop this violence ourselves. Often when we were younger, many activists
would talk of forming our own ‘human shield’ around the ‘safe zones’ to
protect the people. As we all know now though, this probably would not have
deterred the government. They would have shot us all. Tamil women actually
on the island have a greater need to protect themselves. The feelings we feel
are only magnified and exacerbated. More importantly, they have the chance to
physically be there and protect one another. Indeed it is a chance they cannot
afford to pass by. And since being a shield won’t work, they have to be the
sword.

The report, for all its proposed good intentions, does reduce women into
lower agents itself. Women don’t need this propaganda to feel unsafe and
angry. They are not stupid. I believe they are more than capable of knowing.
what is happening around them and making their own choices based on their
observations and knowledge. They have faced a lot, a lot has been inflicted on
them, yet they are still strong. They are not so easily led astray by the LTTE or
by other sources as the report suggests.

In conclusion, the ICG report, although acknowledging some important
truths is fundamentally flawed. In an attempt to wash over their own mistakes,
they have wiped under the carpet, the most important issue of all- the genocide
of Tamils, in which process sexual violence against Eelam Tamil women is part
and parcel- and in doing so, have produced a severely constricted view of how
to deal with the issue.

Courtesy: countercurrents.org
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TOIllW‘S PREMIER NAME IN PROFESSIONAL MAKE UP EDUCATION 3

Hurry!! Hurry!! Winter Learning!! Summer Earning
10 p1'®

DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL BRIDAL MAKE UP

Make Up, Eyebrow Shapping,Hair Style,Saree Drapping
(hoosing The righi Costume jewelleries, Flower Arrangement According
To Hair Styles, Dealing With Customer, Charges(Price Quoting)

THE COURSE WILL BE CONDUCTED IN TAMIL UPON REQUEST

Winter Promotion: An Extra 5 Full day Training & Free Photoshoot
Coniact Person:  Miss Janani MOB: 07866 794496

TON(CHINA) Al‘lll’c‘Blt(M) Pl.lm lﬂlﬁﬂ mmmm

®ITFA

| S ASPRAUK
N MAKEUP ACADEMY

OFFICIAL
& MAKEUP ARTIST
- 07866794496

W N ASPRALK,COM

Al @pag GhJ AkgHIny

Course Conduet By: Mrs Cd.Puja (JEF) -
(Aesthetician/makeup Artist)
CIBTAC(UK) IPTICHK) WMAAD(USA) IFA(UK) CIDESCO(MAL)
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lpoking for a suitable bride Ref: 3704
34, Age38,5'67, Britisheilizen divorg
ed graduate: working in a company
looking for a suitable bride Ref: 1684

35, Age 33, 5'107, British citizen grad-
uaie working in a IT sector looking
for a suitable bride Refs3714

36. Age28, 567, asylum looking fora
suitable bride Ref: 3716

37. Agedl.5'6", British citizen docior

looking for a suitable bride Ref: 3734

38. Age 36 , 5'6", British citizen
working as a carpeniary looking for
a suitable bride Ref; 3731

39, Age 31 , 5'7", British citizen
divorced working in a software com-
pany in australia looking for a suit-
able bride Ref: 3697

40, Age 41, 58", British citizen divor
ced accountant working in a company
looking for a suitable bride Ref: 3698
41. Age 39 , 5'117, German citizen
working in ‘a medical sector in uk
looking for a suitable bride Ref: 3700

42. Age 28 , 5'87, German citizen
graduate working in a IT sector in uk
Jooking for a suitable bride Ref: 3705
43. Age 37 , 5'7", Brtish citizen run-
ning his own business in uk looking
for a suitable bride Ref: 3722

44, Age 29 , 5107, HSMP visa grad-
uate looking for a suitable bride Ref:
3708

45. Age 43, 3'7", British citizen
divorced working as a engineer in a
company looking for a snitable bride
Ref: 3720

46. Age 30, 5'7", British citizen grad-
vate working as financial sector in a
company looking for a suitable bride
Ref: 3703

47, Age 35, 5'7", Australian citizen
divorced graduate working in a IT
company looking for a snitable bride
Ref: 3756

48, Age 35, 6'0”, British citizen
Engineer working in a company
looking for a suitable bride Ref: 3757
49. Age 31, 6'S”, British citizen grad-
uate, looking for a suitable bride Ref!
3758

50. Age 30, 510", Asylum in Canada
looking for a suitable bride, Ref
no:3678

51. Age 29, 5'5" British citizen, work
ing as a sales assistance, looking fora
suitable bride, Ref:3690

52. Age33, 5'11", Anstralian, working
as a doctor consultant, look-
ing for a suitable bride Refi3692

wew&Ee CHamey

1. 29 amugy, 51", Beobens, Workmg
for export firm in Sd Lanka, zi@6s
smismen Cabiblspent Ref: 3791

2. 27ang, 54, ssmgu Srmrapiisns,
Doctor &b ientinaemat G BHalsn
et Ref 3800

3.31 auugy, 53", PSW'visa in UK,
Masters degree holder, H&HS
wsmnossoat BgHelshiment Ref: 3806

4. 29 suwgy, 5'5", Work permit visa in
UK, BSc, MBA degree holder, s@ibs
wemmosenes GuBidlepsmt Ref: 3810

5,26 suwg), 53", GpsvanmAfiss
Symreyflenis, Engineer  s@p&
ismnpmene GoBdspant Ref: 3569
6. 24 aungy, 5'5", Denmark (iygmsy
Menin, Ll mh, Working in Medical
sector in UK 535 oaminsenet
Ozfhflspen Ref: 3606

7. 22 auwig), 55", Aifszrafiu Gyagrey
flsmw, Doing final year in Optician
HEHHE Wemnosna BaHdlmpesi
Ref: 3575

8. 36 augy, 5'7", difigsraiu Qrmea
emiw, Finunce sector @st Gpmifisy
yilusit b wemesemen GsGasi
mar Ref: 3573

9. 32 sulgl, 5", Malaysian citizen,
Masters in UK, Accountant s@ibs
wesmosamen Eapdsnmenit Ref: 3763
10. 27 anug, S8, SilGgsmediel irgm
ayiteme, Ll gnil, Medical sector &6
Gamfist Lflsul s WwesLosens

Gz @dsimanic Ref: 3359

11. 32 ez, 527, ONSsmew Rrsgm
syfleoin, wlesmfl, Medical sector
A& Ggmls yluar S@bs wew
senen BsHdEsmpent Ref 3772

12, Age 37, 5'2", British citizen
waorking in a IT company looking for
a suitable groom Ref 3701

13. Age 25, 5'3", Permanent resi-
dence in uk graduate looking for a
suitable groom Ref: 1243

14, Age 28, §'2”, British citizen
accountant looking for a suitable
groom Ref: 1348

15. Age 32, 5'4”, Brtish citizen doc-
tor looking for a suitable groom Ref:
3711

16. Age 25, 5'3”, graduate working in
a bank in srilanka looking for a suit-
able groom Ref: 3717

17. Age 31, 5'6™, British citizen grad-
uate working in a bank looking for a
suitable groom Ref: 3365

18. Age 32, 5'1", graduate working
as a accountant in & company in
srilanka looking for a suitable groom
Ref: 3739

19: Age 33, 527, graduate divorced
student visa in uk looking for a suit-
able groom Ref: 3745

20, Age 41, 5'4", divorced british
citizen working in 4 company looking
for a suitable groom Ref: 3748

21.Age 24, 5'4” Student
visa in UK, look
ing for a suitable groom, Refno:3687

22. Age 34, 54", British Citizen,
Dactor , looking for a suitable groom,
Ref no:3694

23. Age 37, height 5'5” Student visa
looking for a suitable groom  Ref:
3667

24. Age 32 height5'4" Swedencitizen
divorced looking for a suitable groom
Ref: 3653

25, Age 27, height 56", Canadian
citizen student looking for a suitable
groom Ref no 3674

26. Age 30, height 5'5", Graduate
Teacher in snilanka looking for a suit-
able groomRef no 3660

27. Age 23, height 5'8" British citi-
zen, graduate working in a company
looking for a suitable groom Ref:
3635

28. Age 27, height 5'4” British citi-
zen, a student looking for a suitable
groom Ref: 3628

29, Age 29, height 5'2” Student visa
looking for a suitable groom Ref:
3631

30. Age 28, height 5'7" British citi-
zen graduate looking for a suitabie
groom Ref: 3637

31. Age 26 height 52" British citizen
Dactor Jooking for & suitable groom
Ref 3627

32. Age 22 height 5'5" British citi-
zen, graduate looking for a suitable
groom Reft 3575

33, Age 40 height 55" working as
a Teacher in Srilanka, graduate look-
ing for a suitable groom Ref: 3568
34. Age 26 height 5°0” living in UK
in a student visa, graduate looking for
a suitable groom Ref: 3585

35. Age 27 height 5°4” m Srilonka
graduate, looking: for a suitable
groons Ref: 3587

36. Age 31 height 571" in Srilanka
a music teacher looking for a suitable
groom Reft 3588

37=Age 28 height 49" in Srilanka a
gradiafe looking for a suitable groom
Ref: 3590

38. Age 42 height 5'2" in Srilanka
working as a Teacher , graduate look-
ing for a suitable groom Ref: 2622

39. Age 26, 5' 3”, British citizen,
Accountant Looking for a suitable
Groom, Ref 3539.

40, Age 29, 5 7", British citizen
working in medical sector Looking
for a suitable Groom, Ref 722.

41. Age 32, 5' 47, Gemman citizen
living in uk working as an Architect
in IT Looking for a suitable Groom,
Ref 3227.

42. Age 28, 4' 8", student visa look-
ing for a suitable Groom, Ref 3553,
43, Age 28, 5' 47, British citizen
working as a Architect looking for a
suitable Groom, Ref 3245,

44, Age 27, 3' 17, pgraduate living
in srilanka looking for a suitable
Groom, Ref 3550.

45. Age 29, 5' 1”, British cifizen
Doctor loeking for a suitable Groom,
Ref 3496,

46. Age 35, 5' 57, graduate living
in srilanka looking for a suitable
Groom, Ref 3558. )

47, Age 32, 5' 1", working as a train-
ee in medical sector living in srilanka
looking for a suitable Groom, Ref
3557. .

48. Age 27, 5' 17, British citizen
Doctor diverced looking for a suit-
able Groom, Ref 3556.

49. Age 30, 5' 2", British Citizen,
Doctor, Looking for a suitable
Groom, Ref 3519.

50. Age 28, 5' 3", British Citizen,
Engineer, Looking for a suitable

Groom, Ref 3520.

51. Age 29, §' 2", British Citizen,
Doctor, Looking for a suitable
Groom, Ref 3514.

52. Age 34, 5' 6", Sri Lanka, Account
ant, Looking for a suitable Groom,

- Ref 3515,

53. Age 31, 5' 6", India. Graduate,
working in HR, Looking for a suil-
able Groom, Ref 3510,

54, Age33,5'5”, British Citizen, Grad
uate, working as a teacher, Looking
for a suitable Groom, Ref 3509,

55. Age 29, 5' 3", UK PR, Engineer,
Looking for a suitable Groom, Ref
3525,

56, Age 32, 5'3”, Sri Lanka, Doctor,
Looking for a suitable groom. Ref
3469.

57. Age 23, 5' 4", Gemman Citizen,
Living in UK, studying Electronic
enginezring, Looking for a suitsble
groom, Ref 3455,

58. Age39, 3'3", Sri Lanka, Engineer,

Looking for a suitable groom, Ref
3453,

59, Age 27, 5 6", India, Graduate,
Administrative Service, Looking for
a suitable groom, Ref 3451.

60, Age 24, 3' 57, British Citizen,
Graduate, working in Public Service,
Ref 3436. _ _
61. Age29,5'57, Sri Lanka,Graduate,
working as senior software engineer,
Ref 3434.

62. Age 28 , 5"3", UK PR, Divorced,
one child, Graduate, Ret 3418,

63. Age 29, 5§ 6", UK , Divorced,
Graduate, Ref 2404,
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OBILE

/ Pay less talk more ¥ .
S NO CONNECTION CHARGE I

e

i UK Landiine UK Mobile

N /min D/min

UNLIMITED FREE CALLS

from GrmosiLe o BGrmosiLE

www.gtmoblle.co.uk  For more information: 020 7132 0303 Top-up avaiiable: BE @ E Bl Soimburys M Cosicutier  BOOKER

Promation Is valid from 91.12.2011 to 30.12.2011. Prices are correct at the time of going to print 18.12.2011. Unlimited free calls from GT Mobile to GT Moblle offer valid from 05.11.2011 to 30.12.2011.
*Sri Lanka 4p/min Weekend offer applicable from Friday midnight to Sunday midnight, and valid from 01.12.11 to 30.12.2011. Calis to Sri Lanka outside of the weekend promotion are charged at 8p.
per minute for Sri Lankan Mobiles and 6p for Sri Lankan landlines. Any increases to rates during the offer perliod will be notified on the rates section of our website, at www.gtmobile.co.uk or call our
customer services team on 020 7132 0303 for current rates.




Southall Travel

Redefining Travel

Why travel with
Southall Travel?

v Great value flights to
Sti Lanka

v" Number One Travel
Agent to India,
with over 20 years experience

v Open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
Call us anytime

v Price guarantee
will not be beaten on price

v Specialists for worldwide
flights and holidays with

. any airline, anywhere,
anytime

v’ Fast and reliable service

v Multilingual staff
offering impartial advice

v Trusted household brand
for total peace of mind
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Think Travel, Think Southall Travel

www.southalltravel.co.uk
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