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Fastern Mirage

Few months ago the Government
of S Lanka claimed to have
liberated the Tamil East from the
“clutchesofthe barbaric terrorists” and
promised a peaceful and prosperous
futare for the people there. Everyone
from American diplomats to Indian
journalists predicted the demise of
Tamil nationalism, end of violence
and tranguillity in the East.

What has happened to this
“Eastern Resurgence” (or Neganahira
Navodaya, the officially spun
Sinhalese word)?

According to most independent
observers and researchers things
have got worse during the last three
months. According to a local Non
Governmental Organisation (NGQO),
freedom of movement for Tamil
civilians is as worse as previous war
years. This particular NGO is scared
to officially publish its report because
doing so will result in the unofficial
closure of its operations by the Sri
Lankan authorities or even worse,

We received its report however
and one of the striking points in this
report, is the arbitrary nature of the
way the East is run. Let us look at
some of the high lights.

Standing prohibitions

* Tamils from the Vanni are
unofficially forbidden to stay in the
East.

* Tamils are forbidden to enter areas

of state aided Sinhalese colonisation
areas such as Dehiwatte.

* Tamils are forbidden to enter
Trincomalee through Vaakarai-
Moothoor area.

* Tamils are forbidden to enter
their farmlands along Tharavai-
Vadamuonai (rich farmland area that
lies in the Batticaloa hinterland).

Tamils from the

Vanni are unofficially
forbidden to stay in the
East.

* Tamils are forbidden to enter any
villages, lands and beaches along the
‘high security zones” (not just inside
*high security zones’).

* Tamils who are not residents of
the villages and towns of the coastal
area of Batticaloa, are forbidden from
overnight stays there.

* Tamils are forbidden to enter
the “historical Buddhist’ areas (even
if their own lands are inside these
areas).

* Tamils are forbidden to enter
government administrative sites such
as local courts, in a vehicle.

* Children under age 16 are
forbidden to leave the majority of

Tamil villages without a special
identity card and parental escort.

* Tamils with permits to leave
the East are forbidden to use the
crossings used by Sinhalese.

* Tamils of Batticaloa hinterlands
are forbidden to transfer merchandise
and cargo throughinternal checkpoints
t0 Ampara.

Periodic prohibitions
* Residents of the Batticaloa
hinterland and the refugee camps are

forbidden to travel to the rest of the
East and the South.

* People of a certain age group —
mainly men from the age of 16 to 40
— are forbidden to leave the refugee
camps at all at night.

Travel permits
required
* An identity card.

* A special permit by the military
authorities.

* A permut for medical treatment
in Southern hospitals (The applicant
must produce an invitation from
the hospital, his complete medical
background, and proof that the
treatment he is seeking cannot be
provided i the hospitals in the
East).

* A special military issued trayel

Qasmsiraneomd sterr @EmESDD. 2_BIBETS)
&y dsisaen 2 Mu Crysalie il
WUEF ES LISSHIBEESTRT 4 Fflisemer

permit to pass through Vaakarai
checkpoints.

* A merchant's permit to transfer
goods.

* A permit to farm in Vaakarai
requires & form from the land registry
office, a title deed, and proof of
first-degree relations to the registered

property owner.

* A special identity card for
children under 16.

* A special identity card issued by
the Sri Lankan Navy for fishing.

Checkpoints and
barriers

* There are more than a hundred
manned military and paramilitary
checkpoints in and around Batticaloa
municipality area alone.

* There are on average a hundred
mobile checkpoints a week along
Kalmunai-Trincomalee road.

* There are five hundred obstacles
placed between roads and villages,
including concrete cubes, earth
ramparts, iron gates, and more than
thirty kilometers of fences along
main roads.

Main roads closed to Tamil
civilians, officially or in practice

* Vaakarai- Moothoor Road in
more than twenty places.

* Chenkalady- Badulla road in
more than twenty places.

* All the roads to State aided
Sinhalese settlement areas,

Soapart from severe restrictions
on freedom of movement, rampant
killings of civilians, arbitrary arrests
and disappearances of Tamil civilians
the East 1s ‘resurging’. It 18 good
news. Isn't it?

Let's refresh our memory. It all
started February 2008, when the Sri
Lankan President promised to remove
restrictions on freedom of movement
“I intend to personally supervise it,”
he told reporters, "so that the civilians
would feel the relief". This lofty plan
was quietly dropped the next day
when the military authorities in the
East opposed the plan to dismantle
military checkpoints.

The International Community tells
us that Sri Lanka is an example of a
liberal democracy worth preserving.
But in a democracy, the government
sets the policy. the army carries it
out. In other kinds of regimes, the
army sets the policy, the government
nods. So which regime is S Lanka's
really?

For the Tamils living in the East
of Sri Lanka and outside the whole
‘resurgence of East’ is nothing but a
lie? The much abused Eastern Tamils
haven't felt any relief whatsoever,
but have been cynically cheated once
again.
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Maampalam Swamy, an Eelam Patriot

By Usha S Hn—Skanda—

It is with a deep sense of Ios:,
and sadness that we mourn
the sudden passing away of a great
Eelam patriot Maampalam Swamy in
New Jersey, USA on 14, December
2008. A passionate advocate of peace;
freedom and dignity, he worked
indefatigably to bring to the forefront
the prolonged pain and suffering of
his people in Tamil Eelam and to
draw international attention to the
genocide in Sri Lanka. He was a
committed humanist first and his
compassion extended to all humanity.
He will remain a legendry figure to
his peaple, the people he hatl helped
to uplift.

Whilst studying Theology in India
he worked to improve the quality of
life of the poorest of the poor in Tamil
Nadu, Fondly referred to as Kulanthai

(Baby) Swamy he is still remembered
with much affection and gratitude
there, his photo adoming the homes
of the many people he had helped.
When he visited the area after 35
years the whole village was ecstatic,
giving him a rousing reception that
showed that they never forgot.

He was proud of his Tamil heritage.
While as an assistant parish priest in
the church of *Our Lady of Refuge”
in Jaffna he was one of the pioneers in
the Catholic Church who celebrated
the “Pongal Festival” held annually
in mid January as a “Tamil Festival”
integrating this: very Tamil custom
and tradition into the Tamil Christian
way of life. The “Pongal Festival”
has now been accepted and adopted
as the “Tamil New Year” in Tamil
Nadu by all Tamils regardless of their
religious background.

He strived to erase the pernicious
practice of class and caste divisions
prevailing among Tamils. By
encouraging all youth to work together
through sports and other activities
he helped to break these barriers in
the Catholic Church where normally
separate pews were allocated to the
high caste “elite”

When serving in the Mannar
district under the government’s land
alienation scheme for educated youth
he not only helped both educated
young men and women to obtain land
but also under a “youth cooperative

scheme” he arranged for them to
leamn agriculture and farming methods
to help cultivate the land and was
instrumental in improving the lot of
Tamil youth.

In 1977 with government help he
helped settle internally displaced
plantation workers affected by the
pogrom against Tamils in a purpose
built village which he helped to
create called “Valan Nakar” complete
with medical and transport facilities
enabling them to live in a peaceful
and secure environment.

Maampalam Swamy believed in
preserving the Tamil identity for
posterity and as an eloguent speaker
he clearly articulated these thoughts
and ideas effectively. His charismatic
personality and sincerity of purpose
won him the respect and veneration of
the Tamil people. He was committed
to democracy and non-violence and
was a strong proponent of the concept
of the right to self-determination for
Eelam Tamils, actively championing
the cause of Eelam independence.

While living in the US Maampalam
Swamy became a prolific writer, poet
and lyricist, his writings were based
on the Tamil language, the Tamil
freedom struggle and its history. He
wrote “Azham Vizhuthugal” and
“Maampookal” and wrote the lyrics
and produced the song “Vedda Vedda
Thazhaikum” in memory of tsunami
victims. As a testament to the love

just simply in his daily life.

freedom he recently released a CD
named 'Viduthalaiyin Vasalil” (at the
gateway of freedom) and was in the
midst of writing another book at the

\
—
\
l
he had for his people and to thelr‘
time of his untimely demise, \

Maampalam Swamy returned to
Sri Lanka and to his native Tamil
Eelam in the aftermath of the tsunarm
in December 2004. He served inm |
the worst affected areas, prﬁwdmg)
counselling and relief to people |
traumatized by the effects of decades |
of war and by a massive South Asian
tsunami that directly hit the island
of Sri Lanka from the East causing
maximum devastation to Tamil
areas. Since the promised massive
mmternational humanitarian aid was
not reaching the worst affected people
of the North and East, he worked
ceaselessly upon his return to the US
to ensure that any humanitarian aid,
he and others secured from the Tamil
Diaspora reached the actual victims.

A man of compassion and peace
equally concerned for the welfare
of both the Tamils and Sinhalese he
was deeply troubled by the war in his |
native Tamil Eelam. l

He will be sorely missed by not
only Eelam Tamils all over the world
but others he has touched and inspired .

His life’s work will serve as a
beacon of light for all freedom
activists and humanists alike.
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Tamil National Liberation Movement

and Neocolonialism

By Nakulan
FOR ORUPAPER

he international community

relevant to the armed conflict
in Sri Lanka consists mainly of the
governments of India, of countries
in Western and Northern Europe
and in North America (USA) and of
Australia. The first priority of these
governments with respect to Sri
Lanka is to ensure the defeat of the
Tamil National Liberation Movement.
To this day they have so far condoned,
and will continue to condone the
genocide of the Tamils rather than
support the independence of Tamil
Eelam.

Genocide comes easnly to the
international community, which has
liquidated half a million children in
Iraq over the past eight years and is
cheerfully continuing the slaughter in
that country and elsewhere, smartly
and simply dismissing the killing, as
collateral damage.

These couniries are so busy and
adamant that they would never aceept
that the peaceful and entirely non-
violent struggle of the Tamil people for
their birth rights since 1956 has been
reciprocated with naked terrorism by
successive Sinhalese governments. A
series of virulent pogronis engineered
by the Sinhalese rulers against
immocent and defenceless Tamils have
killed thousands.

“Weakness Gone.. Energy
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Since 1983 the Sri Lankan
government and its armed forces have
declared war on the Tamil people and
unleashed military terror in order to
subjugate them by seer force.

In order to maintain their oppressive
rule over the Tamils the Sinhala
occupation army has committed
and continue to commit horrendous
human rights violations in the form
of murders, extra-judicial killings,
disappearances, rapes, and torture
with total impunity. This is why
the 1983 genocidal programme is
viewed as a reflection of the mindset
of the Sri Lankan state. It was a
demonstration that the Sri Lankan
state' meant to teach the Tamil people
"a damn good lesson’, if they were not
prepared to submit themselyes or he
subordinates.

The so-called international
community, which remained silent to
State terrorism in Sri Lanka and didn’t
want to stop it all these decades, in
the guise of upholding sovereignty
of countries, now tries to stamp out
a genuine struggle as terrorism and
provides all assistance to a repressive
State.

The international community is
also actively seeking to weaken the
Tamil National Liberation movement.
Declaring LTTE as a “terrorist
organisation”, levelling allegations
of “recruiting child-solders”, and
persecuting Tamil associations abroad,
ag “front orgamisations™ of the LTTE

are some of the better-known tactics.

When people commit unlawful
acts against their fellow citizens, we
call it terrorism. When a government
commits acts of violence and
repeatedly perpetrates crimes against
its own people, what label does one
attach to it? What name do we give to
a government that terrorises its own
people? Just when is terrorism not
terrorism? Terror lists are only one
part of the global move to combat
terrorism. The counter-terrorism
has become an excuse used by
some governmenis to expel certain
organisations, or to harass them in
other ways.

An Adjournment Debate on Sri
Lanka in the British Parliament.

A perusal of the statement given
by The Minister of State, Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, hon. MrBill
Rammell, member for Harlow,
at the ‘adjournment debate on Sri
Lanka on 18 December 2008, clearly
shows how the British Government
conniving with India is aiding and
abetting the Sri Lanka government
in its military repression of the Tamil
human beings under the guise of
“combating terrorism”.

[ Ref; House of Commons Hansard
Debates for 18 Dec 2008, www:
publications .parliament.uk.

“..the lack of access by non-
government organizations and the
media to the conflict zone makes an
objective assessment of the conflict
impossible, to put it bluntly. Many
alarming reports have emerged,
speculating the events to which both
parﬁes‘ activities confirm with the

international humanitarian law. These
reports need a sober and measured
analysis based on the evidence
available, and I will try 10 provide
that.

Concern for civilians in Sri Lanka
and the primary responsibility of the
Government of Sri Lanka to protect
them, means that the LTTES role in
the conflict is sometimes overlooked.
It is important not to forget that
the LTTE is a ruthless rferrorist
organization, which is responsible for
serious human rights abuses against
civilians throughout Sri Lanka.

The LTTE has no democratic
mandate to represent the Tamil
population, It is reported 1o recruit
civilians, including children, into its
ranks forcibiy,
money from an already impoverished
people, to abduct and kill Tamil
civilians, who disagrees with its
views or methods and break all norms
of international law by preventing
civilians from leaving conflict areas,
effectively holding them as human
shield. The LTTE has conducted a
terrorist campaign across the whole
of Sri Lanka for nearly three decades,
deliberately targeting thousands
of individual civilians, as well as
assassinating Government figures.

The UK condemns those activities
and recognises the Government of
Sri Lankas democratic right to fight
Terrorism. But the Government of Sri
Lanka are to be suceessful in the fight,
they ultimately need 1o address the
causes of terrorism, which are at the
heart of the problem.

..... We continue fo argue that
achieving a political solition now

would be fundamentally in the Sri
Lankan Government’s  Inierests.
It would undermine the LTTE by
demonstrating that they are not the
sole representative of the Tamil people,
and it would diminish their support in
Sri Lanka and overseas".]

Tamls, especially who are in the
UK are thoroughly disappointed by
the attitude, ignorance and unfairness
of the hon. Minister. May be the
minister had to say these in order to
accommodate India’s interest.

Let the hon. Miuister for a start
have bite on an English apple and
realize that the LTTE and the Tamils
are like the skin and the flesh of the
fruit, simply you can’t separate them,
they are one and the same.

The concept of lobbing is
paramount to the Tamil Nation and
the Tamil Diasporas at this crifical
juncture in our path to liberation.
The fact that we are criticizing the
International Community for inaction,
inertia and partiality towards the Sri
Lankan govemment’s atrocities is the
lack of lobbing in the intemational
arena. British Tamils Forum has to
work hard and remember that the key
word in defining lobbing is influence,
which is again defined as “power
of producing effects by invisible or
insensible means™.

to extort food and -

The task before the Tamils living
abroad is enormous. They should
strive in every possible way to provide
relief for, and rehabilitate the Tamil
people affected by the war. Al the
same (ime they must unﬂmchmgly
strengthen the military capability of

- our great freedom fighters.
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SPOKEN LANGUAGES: TAMIL,HINDI, & ENGLISH.

(_ Your Secret matters will be maintain confidently )

Contact :- 0794 6599472 / 0794 6599402

An expert pandit at service. Past,
Present and Future of your life,
will be read over to you from your
Numerology, Face reading, Palm
reading & Horoscope reading
Prediction in Business, Educa-
tion, Job, love, Marriege, Family
problem children, Divorse,Court
problems,Visa requirements,Sickness Promotion abroa

Money,Removal All types of black magic and evil thingi]
by performing prayers.
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ELC Solicitors Understanding your needs. ..
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> el b, % gt Sy L. “...This is to say a big thank you
sRungsor RESHE LTpULSD LTS Shjes for your fost and professional way
> 558 Spenw, wHULLEE 2 WFSTD. of dealing with my case. | think
> : s : P . . the service was excellent - [ will
Capdl eaemns seily Catiprarmb Dflunsaisa. definitely use you in the future and

| recommend the company to family
& friends.”

- Karen Sommers

LEGAL AID AVAILABLE FOR FAMILY/ MATRIMONIAI. MATTERS
INCLUDING DIVORCE & ANCILLARY RELIEF, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AND CHILDREN MATTERS

Residential
Conveyancing

» Remortgages

>

» Commercial >
Conveyancing  p
» Family law >

Debt Recovery
Civil Litigat ion
Immigration

COMPETITIVE PRICES - EXPERT ADVICE

CALL US TODAY!
0800 027 8977

- QUALITY SERVICE

SOBTRAGHSD BRHODID YHIABGL

As a well established firm whose reputa-
tion precedes us, superior client care is
at the heart of our philosophy.

Our highly skilled, multilingual team pro-
vide honest and impartial advice, seek-
ing always fo act in your best inferests.

We are law Society lexcel accredited,
an honour bestowed on only 4% of law
firms nafionwide.

GRRATOSHEBHH

Sienansa ellswmen
immigration

iy & & 60601 & (615 & (H 1D
ClamLiy Clsmerenhisan

Solicitors

Understanding your needs...

St James House
105-11 3 The Broadway
West Ealing, London W13 9BE

www.elcsolicitors.com
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77A Rayners Lane, P

BISANGAMAME S JEWELLERY

inner, HA5 5EN Tel: 020 8429 7221

OPEN ALL 7 DAYS, 10.00 AM - 7,00 PM
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Chinese, Sri Lankan & South Indian Food
Restaurant & Take Away

Outside Catering for
Parties & Weddings

Opening Hours
Monday- Tuesday 12.00pm - 11.00
Friday - 2.00pm - 11.30
Saturday - Sunday 12.00pm - 11,30pm

| | \ Tel: 02089527892
| - 851 Honeypot Lane, Stanmore
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TRANSFOOD IMP'ORTERS& DISTRIBUTORS We are the distributors of
Ackerstasse, 30 & 33 TRS, NIRU, Ahaa..
40233 Dusseldorf 2| e
Germany

| hﬂﬂnﬁmhﬁm

Telephone 0211- 1795599 /0211 -3677277
Fax:0211-1793067 THIEBOLDSGADDE 105

TROPICAL FOOD

Mobile: 0172 - 9819755 / 0172 — 2053664 50767 KOLN
Telephone: 0221 8699520

pOes@aUD, Hebev YD Bapps “TRANSFOOD IMPORTERS & Fax: 0221 8699521
DISTRIBUTORS” 2 rhicséin 616060 BpdaUSGD BHbBIGA. E-mail: transfood@yahoo.com
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(Near Selvarajah Gold House)
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Contact: PANDIT A ARJUN REDDY SASTRY
Mob.: 07529723 111,07529723 118

Seven days a Week from 10.00 am. Till 10.00 pm.
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scope™ Date of birth, Numerology;
So, come and consult him once, He
will solve and guide all your prob-
lems like health, business, marriage,
education, carrier/job, abroad, pro-
motion, land. Court, birth of chil-

dren, visa and family problems etc.
He has done protection things for
house, house vasthu, shop and personal matters etc.
English, Tamil, and Hindi are the Languages of con-

Confidentiality will be maintained for your secret
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'SIEDUCGATION|DEVELOPMENT{COUNGCIL*
UNITEDKINGDOM

INTERNATIONA*I-:FINE ARTS EXAMINATION - 2009

] - S T - -

International Fine Arts Exam|nat|on 2009
APPLICATION FORM - UK Candidates

Examination by Professionally Qualified and Experienced Teachers.
(Fine Arts Examination in the UK & Europe)

: TITLE: Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Master DATE OF BIRTH: / /

: Examination

Date: Surname (Parent)__ i
' 01-03-2009 L s T R e e N S I e S 8 S sl .
e-mail Address: ____________________ (RN S o e '
Addressy - wer L el :
| Practical & Theory RN - D e e
: : T : E
| ALL GRADES Post Code _ el No '
5 ' Theory / |
. From 1.7, No Subject Grade Pactidal Teacher / School Fees :
. Diploma and Post *
i Diploma 5
{ Application §
| Closing Date ,
i 01-02-2009 §
E Total Amount %

L---—---d-------------—-n-------------—-------—--———-—---ﬂ-‘-'-------t-----—ﬁ----------—-------——---‘ﬂpﬂ.ﬂ_'#------'--‘,--’O—-Gv--’--—9n--‘

LITL_RABaTT: AT EBIL iy ek, qmmmwm i mEtEth, afenend, amstar eunis'em’ @, @ms afens's usoma (keybord)

GRADE 1 2 3 a4 5 6 7

Venue - UK FEES | £10.00 | £12.00 | £15.00 | £18.00 | £20.00 | £20.00 | £20.00 |
. ’ 8- R £50.00
Heston Community Schooljl | 58 Dirloms s
'Heston road, Heston. Note: (1) - Late fees £5.00 per subject (2) - No refund of examination fees or
ARA: change of date, will be made under any circumstances.
M Idd'esex' TWS OQS ALL PAYMENTS SHOULD BE MADE BY CHEQUE / BANKERS DRAFT /
Contact POSTAL ORDER payable to: HTKK

Please forward the completed application form with the appropriate fee to:
THE CO-ORDINATOR, FEDC, 95, Millfarm crescent, Hounslow, Middlesex. TW4 5P}

LomemTaulraeder ellssirerr L ng eud gL a1 wressufer yAfwT serg ureaidCashn um S8 g

BlpseoLowt wpep S sysenh sSHUGSILL L G sTupd S epsuh 2 pid) Qe Ceussir@ib.
Applicants are kindly requested to contact the co-ordinator if admission

card is not received by 22nd Feb 2009

Please send stamped self - addressed envelope (A5 Size) to send you admission card.
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Tamil Nadu’s Political Leadership
Barking Up The Wrong Tree

Rajapakse

By M.G. Devasahayam
THE STATESMAN

“The Indian Government would
never influence Sri Lanka to restore
the ceasefire and it would not listen to
the political “jokers” of Tamil Nadu.”
So goes the free-wheeling interview
to Colombo’s Sunday Observer by
Sri Lanka’s foot-in-the-mouth Army
Commander Lt. General Sarath
Fonseka.

This has left the Tamil Nadu
political leadership red in the face and
they are demanding the expulsion of
the Sri Lankan High Commissioner
from New Delhi if the General does
not tender an unconditional apology.

Perhaps the political leadership is
barking up the wrong tree. If events of
the past are any indication Gen Fonseka
would not have made these derisive
remarks without the blessings of the
security cum foreign establishment of
the Government of India. It looks as
if the General has conveyed exactly
what this “establishment” wanted
to communicate to the political
leadership of Tamil Nadu!

How else does one interpret the
callous and cavalier aftitude of the
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister

Sarath Fonseka

Manmohan Singh

to the repeated pleadings of the
political parties and state legislature
in Tamil Nadu to halt the horrendous
war and the resulitant miseries heaped
on the Tamil minorities in Sri Lanka?
What is worse, each time such a
request goes to New Delhi, the hot
line to Colombo seem to buzz only to
communicate the opposite message!

Therearctwospecificinstances. Soen
after the Tamil Nadu Assembly passed
an unanimous resolution in October
threatening en masse resignation of
MPs if the Government of India failed
to halt the war and the atrocities
in Sri Lanka, New Delhi’s “security
cum foreign establishment” post-
haste dispatched a high-power team
to Colombo comprising Ambassador
NN Jha, former State Governor and
High Commissioner for India in Sr
Lanka, Ambassador KPS Menon,
former Foreign Secretary, who at one
time served in Sri Lanka, Dr Ravni
Thakur, a specialist in International
Relations and Joint Secretary, Foreign
Affairs Cell, All India Congress
Central Committee and Dr Seshadri
Chari, an economist specialising in
international trade and past editor of
Organiser, the official journal of the
BIP. In a hurriedly convened seminar
of neo-liberals in Colombo on 22
October, this delegation declared:
“While the DMK was a small party
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in the ruling UPA, its politicians
do not speak for the whole of
Tamil Nadu. The recent sl party
conference called by the DMK was
boycotted by the major political
parties of Tamil Nadu as well as
by the national parties. Statements
by one pelitical party could not be
taken as representative of the entire
political spectrum.” These worthies
went on to assure the Sri Lankan
Government that “the Indian centre
was for a no-interference policy on
Sri Lanka. It wonld not prevail on
SriLanka to halt military operations
because “it was for tackling terror
head -on™. This then was the fate of
the “resignation episode™.

This time around following the
meeting of MPs delegation and all-
party delegation led by the chief
minister himself the message from
New Delhi’s “security cum foreign
establishment” has come blunt but
indirect from the Sri Lankan Army
Chief: *“You are all a bunch of jokers.
Our agenda is different, do not waste
our time.” If some of the politicians
who were part of these delegations
are to be believed, the body langnage
and mannerism adopted by the Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister during
the meetings also conveyed a similar
message. The promise of sending
the Foreign Minister to Colombo as
early as possible was only a decoy
employed by these bigwigs!

In his interview to the Canadian
daily National Post a couple of
months back Gen Fonseka had said:
“I strongly believe that this country
belongs to the Sinhalese but there are
minerity communities and we treat
them like our people... We being the
majority of the country, 75 per cent
we will never give in and we have the
right to protect this country... We are
also a strong nation ... They can live
in this country with us. But they must
not try to, under the pretext of being a
minority, demand undue things.” The
sum and substance of this provocative
statement by Sri Lankan Army Chief
is that the Tamils there should either
leamn to live as second-rate citizens or
20 away to other countries (meaning
Indial),

Instead of repudiating this venom
in strong terms, President Rajapakse
indulges in philosophical skuilduggery

by enunciating a 4D principle: “The
current military operations being
carried out 1o build the environment
required to free our own Tamil
brothers and sisters from the cruel
grip of terror and implement a just
and enduring political solution based
on the four “Ds” ~ Demilitarisation,
Democratisation, Development, and
Devolution.™

Asked to explain the order of
this 4D, the President was candid:
“Without demilitarisation first, you
won't be able to achieve anything. No
democratisation, no development, no
devolution. It is vseless to give them
devaolution when they are not ready to
accept it or you can’f implement it.”
Indeed a strange and skewed logic
to implement a ‘just and enduring
political solution!” Destroy first and
then build! This kind of chicanery
just will not work. To understand the
core conflict in Sri Lanka one has to
20 back to the resolution unanimously
adopted at the firstnational convention
of the Tamil United Liberation
Front held at Vaddukoddai on May
14, 1976 chaired by its founder SJIV
Chelvanayakam MP.

Salient grievances outlined in the
Resolution pertained to “placing the
stamp of inferiority on Tamils and
the Tamil Language™; “denying to the
Tamils equality of opportunity in the
spheres of employment, education,
land alienation and economic life in
general”; “systematically cutting them
off from the mainsiream of Tamil
cultures in South India while denying
them opportunities of developing
their language and culture in Ceylon”
and “imposing on the Tamil Nation a
constitution drafted, under conditions
of emergency without opportunities
for free discussion”.

No interaction

After over three decades, all these
issues are still alive while war is raging
leading to death, destruction, untold
hardships and grave humanitarian
crisis and there has been no meaningful
interaction in the island to build a
consensus on any national issue.

There is urgent need to adopt a
multi-pronged approach to address
the Sri Lankan conflict, which has not
been amenable to peaceful resolution
so far. This must be done by adopting
the following steps:

* De-escalation of war and military
disengagement. ‘

* Demilitarisation of the ethnic

conflict.
* Ceasefire.

* Resumption of negotiations
leading to an abiding. settlement
acceptable to all communities.

Till some months ago President
Rajapakse was willing to adopt this
course. But the “Sri Lankan eagles™ in
cohort with the “security cum foreign
establishment” in New Delhi seem
to have drifted him towards adopting
an attitude of intransigence to the
detriment of peace and security both
in Sri Lanka and India.

The writer is a former IAS officer of
the Haryana cadre.

I An Appeal

Emergency Fund for
'Vanni People

The Tamils Heath Organisation
(UK) (THO-UK) is ‘launching a
Christmas Appeal to raise the much
urgently needed funds to support the
healthcare needs in the Vanni region
of Sri Lanka. :

The humanitarian crisis faced by
Tamils in Sri Lanka has seen little
respite in recent years, with the
ongoing war and re¢ent flooding,
the situation seems to be going from
bad to worse.

It is estimated that inore than
230,000 IDPs remain in the Vanni.
Schools had been closed and
'students are studying in temporary
sheds and under trees. Report says
that 9,556 students do not attend
Schools. More than 50% of public
do not have toilet facilities. War
victims need artificial limbs and
many different walking aids. There
is spread of Communicable diseases
like Malaria and Dysentry. Food is
in short supply.

Heavy monscon rain and floods
have added to the misery of the
population. There are no INGO’s
left in Vanni to carry out the
much needed relief support since
Septamber when the Government
nstructed all international NGOs to
relocate away from the conflict zone.
THO (UK) is appealing urgently for
funds and has given the following
telephone number to contact for
donations.

Call: 020 3393 6650

gl
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Human rights - What human rights?

By Metis
GROUNDVIEWS.ORG

e never had human rights in

the past, at least not in the
sense we know it today. We probably
had a better record of animal rights
in our glorious past before 1505
when foreign aggressors corrupted
our ancient culture. True those other
countries too had practiced similar or
even worse forms of torture. But the
difference is that they don’t glorify
their past.

The Human Rights declaration of
1948 was signed by the members of
the UN. We signed it but with what
commitment. Oaths, affirmations and
treaties are signed to be routinely
violated. The first serious violations
were in the 1980s. But Human
Rights- original definition which
animated HR movement centered
on the twin concepts of freedom
of self-determination and freedom
from tyranny. These ideals find their
purest expression in the belief that
all human beings have the elemental
rights to free speech and a free press,
to worship in the manner of their
choice and to associate with those
of like mind, to own property and
to move within and across national
borders, to receive equal treatment
and due process under the law, and to
participate in the government. The rule
of law must be distinguished from the
arbitrary rule of man. Nelson Mandela
said “The rule of law refers to a
structural exercise of rule as opposed
to the idiosyncratic will of kings and
princes, Even where the lafter may
express itself benevolently, the former
is morally & politically superior”™ We
were used only to the arbitrary rule of
our kings and nobles. Never mind the
so-called ‘Dasa Panatha’ or the Ten
Commandments that the ruler was
supposed to follow.

We violated the rights of the Tamil
people from 1956 onwards. They were
“foreign guests who had exceeded
their stay”. Never mind if Vijaya and
his men were themselves intruders
who practiced deception against
Kuveni and her tribe who were foolish
enough to trust them. Ever since then
we as a nation have deceived and
betrayed others. The British called
it native cunning where the word of
honour counts for nothing.

Abductions, and

kidnappings

“rights.

extra-judicial killings - the so-called
white van syndrome has enguifed
us. Terrorist suspects have no human
The militarily organized
practice of torture, the sexual abuse,
and all other abuses of men and
women, clandestine incarcérations and
forced disappearances, are perhaps
new in our history, Those lawyers who
take up their cases have to be hounded
out, bombed and terrorized. Terrorist
suspects have no human rights. Any
form of torture goes. National security
is more important than their human
rights.

When are the
people and their
representatives
going to wake up
and realize that the
country is governed
by war criminals
who are hell bent on

ushering in a police

When are the people and their
representatives going to wake up and
realize that the country i1 governed
by war criminals who are hell bent
on ushering in a police state? Yeats
bemoaned an era when the best lacked
all conviction, while the worst were
full of passionate intensity. Today, the
Establishment blusters and hectors.
Gotabaya and Sarath Fonseka scold
and forebodes, the President struts
and smirks. Meanwhile, the giant,
timid chorus listens politely to the
deafening silence of the outraged-and
the mad march of war goes on.

The peasants - that segment of
society traditionally knmown to
be foolish and naive, cheer every
so-called battle victory. The middle
classes and professionals through
suspension of all critical faculties and
indifference to the truth, defy logic
and evidence by supporting the war
despite 200,000 languishing in camps

exposed to the elements which are |
presently raging and roaring. |

It’s as true here in foday as it
was in 19th century England, and its
message explains how to understand
and yiew our affairs of state. Virtually
everything we see or hear outside
our own personal communications, |
are determined by the inlerests of
the Govermment. A Sri Lankan 1s
someone who has sworn an oath
of allegiance to the Constitution. It
contains a chapter on Fundamental
Rights. Right now we have citizens
who don’t even understand what that
document is.

Sometimes you look around and
wonder how things could have gone
so wrong so quickly. The militarily
organized practice of torture, the sexual |
abuse, and all other abuses of men and ‘
women, clandestine incarcerations and
forced disappearances, are new in our |
history. We are purveyors of violence, \
torture, abductions and killings. Death
and misery are our principal weapons
in the war against a section of the
people whom we consider our own.. |
Everything is for sale here, even |
men's tormented souls-at least, those
who still possess them.

Sri Lanka are said to be eight in
the order of merit for genocide. The |
state of our nation is in the grip of |
anomie - meaning ‘a lack of the
usnal social or ethical standards’. This
word is derived from the Greek term |
‘anomos’ which means “lawless”, It
is obligatory that we ask ourselves
how and why we have arrived at such |
a state. '

But who cares.

The fact of the matter is we have a
government that will do what it wants
to-do for the next few years,” “The
worst is yet to come. It's sort of like
we’re essentially powerless [and] just
play it out.”

We are fast descending into a
Dark Age that has engulfed many a |
civilization not only in the distant
past but also in more recent times.
Jane Jacobs describes a Dark Age as
a ‘culture’s dead end’, where even
the memory of what was lost was
also. lost. This phenomenon is fast
engulfing all levels of society and
unless it is stopped in its tracks and
reversed forthwith we are indeed |
doomed.

Santa, Court vacations and a

window to Kilinochchi

Kusal Perera
SERENDIBINC.COM

he government's unofficial and

voluntary voice the JHU, had
its paternal monk who specializes on
ancient ruins, Venerable Medhananda
on State ownedIndependent Television
Network (ITN) and its radio channel
"Lakhanda" on Thursday moming
accusing all who sided with the price
reduction of petrol as "traitors" and
bootlickers of separatist Tigers. "the
government's income to fund the war
s what they want to take away."
preached the monk in a spiteful voice.
The JHU monk said the high petrol
prices in the local market despite
falling world prices was what gave the
government money to fight the war to
save the unitary State.

Thank god for them, thought Azdak.
The crude oil prices dropped down by
almost 100 US dollars from 147.02
US dollars per barrel for them to fight
the war

Petrol wasn't the only thing that kept
people guessing through the week.
Will 8B have his chance to contest
elections? Azdak argued he would.
His FR petition to the Supreme Court
would not have been allowed leave 1o
proceed, if not, said Azdak at a friend's
place. He perhaps didn't want SB's
name back in the voter's registry, Few
calls to many influential personalities
including another pleasing Buddhist
monk confirmed SB is out of trouble.
"Wait till tomorrow" the influential
high priest told. "Theruwan Saranai”

{ he blessed before leaving the call.

This after all is "Lord Buddha's Land"
and the monks should be able fo do
many things.

What the people had stopped

| guessing is the day “Kilinochchi"

would fall completely. With confusing
reports in a more confused media,
Kilinochchi was just a window pane
away, closer than Russia was, to Sarah
Palin from Alaska. Now for over a
month, the window doesn't shut, nor
does Kilinochchi fall. By Wednesday
last week, fighting around Kilinochchi
had seen very "stiff resistance by
the enemies”, according to military
parlance. The damages were high too
making it a "Black Tuesday". While
the numbers don't come through
independent sources, the smuggled

| figures claimed over 170 soldiers had

died in battle, while around 480 were
injured as against 45 to 50 Tiger
cadres: killed. The LTTE had rained
mortar. and shells with abundance,
said sources close to the government
establishment.

Again the Indians have played
it against the govemment, argued
Azdak and wasn't taken seriously by
those who believe India, that's Delhi,
supports elimination of Tigers, no
matter who does it. But India also
wants that "no matter who" to play
it on their note. Or else, the Indian
navy sleeps and the Tigers smuggle
arms, was Azdak's thinking. "Political
jokers" in Tamil Nadu also have a
stake in the pie, said Azdak. Defence
columnists during the week end
speculated over LTTE having gained
fire power in an unusually high pitch.
So, Kilinochchi would be just beyond
the window for some .more time-to
come and the dead cert forecast of
wiping the Tigers clean before the
year is oul, well....2009 is only a
week away. '

Meanwhile the state owned
Rupavahini Corporation which made
news with Dr. Mervin leaving ils
premises with humility after being
‘kambussed' by the employees some
months ago, hit headlines again, this
time throwing its Chairman out of the
premises on Thursday. They demarided
reinstatement of 05 interdicted trade
union leaders and their annual bonus
without a reduction. On Thursday they
added another demand and wanted
the Minister to sack the Chairman.
Whatever his doctorate, Athugala has
all the qualities to be a Chairman
under this regime said an employee
friend to Azdak. "He has nothing
called shame."

At least Dr. Mervyn has something
in him. He at least promised Courts
he would behave better and not
intimidate or obstruct any media
anymore. The promise was costly
though. He was asked to pay 750,000
rupees for damaging the video camera
of the Sirasa photo journalist. What's
750,000 for Mervyn who has "Kudu
Lal" (always) by his side, asked Azdak
closing this week and wondering what
it would be to write the final column
for the year 2008, that comes after
Christinas. Till then, its Boun Natale!
Feliz Navidad! Happy Christmas! to
all Serendibinc friends.
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H No side effects at all

H Only natural herbal medicines are used

SBTUTHAT HRTUTHHT SRBTRGHSD HRIOLTD UBRAGL BHATOSHEHHAT)
Authentic and effective Kerala ayurvedic

treatments Highest Quality Treatment with

affordable prices in a friendly & quite environmen
H Treatment by highly experienced therapists
H Treatment is designed around your individual health needs
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Our wide range
of treatments

D> back pain
joint pain
arthritis
sleeplessness

| Male & Female
therapists avaliable

stiffness
migraine
frozen shoulder

Can speak to us in

Kerala
AYURVEDA

Greenford / Sudbury Town, LUBE ONA

www.kahc.co.uk
Free Parking Facility Available

1 Odeon Parade, Sudbury Heights Avenue,

Tel: 020 8902 1104 / 020 8902 1707

Br@Geter evaIGHIL ADEDDEETTED 2 himer eflwimd

@emoan Wishidemanr? Siafl eraten QeaausT?
Bemusnas@El Guraior? @nfumeihes Bumeuom?
aTenm eTaEl GEmureflEeT, S Slemal WCHD
AranaEuFiSled SEDLDILRIBET, LIG) DT & EDETEFe0sEHLD

HEUGLEDEEELD SiHLD.

Tamil, Hindi, English
or Malayalam

high blood pressure
obesity

pulled muscles
trapped nerve

Treatment rooms
provided with
Steam Sauna &

Shower

paralytic conditions
stress and strain
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Medicines & Equipments Directly imported from Kerala's
reputed Ayurveda Pharmaceuticals.
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Tuition for A-Levels, GCSE, Key Stages
Mathematics, Further Maths, Physics

Groupy and One-to-One Classes by Quadlified Engineer, an expenenced .
Teacher.

Contact Mob: 0798 5680 995
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