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Crime all areas
Private and Criminal
Defence Service (Legal Aid)

723A Romford Road, Manor Park, London E12 5AW
Tel: 02089119171 Fax: 02089119151
e-mail: jacobssolicitors@btconnect.com

3S SOLICITORS

Solicitors, Notaries Public and Commissioners of Oaths

» Conveyancing

» Housing

g Landlord &Tenant
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» Civil Litigation

» Family & Children

» Public Law including
Judicial Review
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EDITORIAL

Empires Don’t Come Cheap

According to independent
reports, Sri Lankan economy
is. at cross roads. The economic
growth slowed for the first time in
a year in the first quarter of 2008,
While official statistics indicate a
28.2 percent inflation in June 2008,
independent economists say that the
yearly inflation is more than forty
percent.

The Government of Sri Lanka
(GOSL) has allocated around twenty
percent of its budget, that is almost
two billion US Dollars, this year to
it’s anti-Tamil war.

Lot of Sinhalese people who live
in the South of Sri Lanka, especially
the ones who could voice their anger
without getting arrested or assaulted
are up in arms against these hard
economic times.

Most Tamils who are living in the
South, through the same economic
conditions or worse, feel angry
but keep their mouths ghut. This
is because if they protest against
the same harsh economic conditions
they would be labelled as “terror-
friendly Tamils on parade” (as the
editors of the National Post of liberal
and democratic Canada have put it)
and we all know that this label in
democratic Sri Lanka is a sure death
sentence.

In the mean time Sri Lanka is said
to have scored 20th in the Failed
States Index (FSI), compiled by the
Washington based think-tank, Fund

for Peace (FiP) and Foreign Policy
magazine.

Last month Fitch Ratings Agency
downgraded Sri Lanka’s already
below investment grade sovereign
credit worthiness, saying escalating
violence and soaring inflation
prompted the move. Another agency
Standard & Poor’s, downgraded its
below investment grade Sri Lanka
credit outlook to ‘negative’ in
February 2008.

Thus most people in the Sinhala
South are worried sick about their
economy. They are complaining and
crying about the high food prices
and, well, the rising prices of most
everything else.

But there is a problem with this
crying and complaining. The problem
is that hardly any Sinhalese wants to
admit that it is all part of the cost of
their government’s mini-empire and
pseudo-imperial adventurism in the
Tamil Northeast.

In 2006 when the GOSL marched
into Tamil homeland on a murderous
scorched earth military adventure,
weren’t many Sinhalese exuberantly
supported their heroic soldiers? Is
it not this military adyventurism in
the Tamil Northeast that has cansed
GOSL's spending to soar through the
roof? Well, what do the Sinhalese
think — that empires come cheap?

[t looks like that 1s exactly what
they want.

“People say they'll suffer the
hardships as long as the government
can finish the war,” said Tqbal Athas; a
Colombo-based journalist, this week.
“We are not against the war. We are
ready to sacrifice everything for the
war” said a Sinhalese Trade Union
leader Mr Sumathipala Manawadu,
last week.

Does anyone among the Sinhalese
recall what the world used to say when
the Soviet Empire came crashing
down? The Americans bragped
that Ronald Reagan had caused the
Soviet Empire to spend the nation
into bankruptey. Of course, there is
nothing new about that, as people
who lived under the Roman Empire
and British Empire learned.

If out-of-control government
spending on war was bad for the
Soviet Union, why isn’t it equally
bad for Sri Lanka?

Of course, one big problem is
that Sinhalese are convinced that
Tamil Northeast is going to be under
their control and their military and
other institutions would take control
(again) of the fertile Tamil lands
and the resource rich sea. And also
they will be able to use the Tamils as
cheap labour and a lucrative market
for their Colombo based companies
and entreprencurs. A self-funding
imperial operation!

Or they convinced themselves
that the Dollar, Sterling & Euro rich
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expatriate Tamils alone would provide
the costs of GOSL's imperialism
within ten years by visiting their
Sinhalese controlled homeland in
thousands and spending their hard
currencies there.

Alas, it is not going to be. Year after
year, Tamil Northeast has become
a veritable black hole of GOSL’s
war budget; much of it goes up in
smoke in the baitlefields of the Tamil
Northeast.

The future years are not going to
be different either.

Thus supporters of GOSL can not

pretend that they were not wamed. -

From the inception of the Eelam
Wars, most sane people in Sri Lanka
and out side kept warning that the
costs of these anti Tamil wars would
inevitably be reflected in a crashing
Rupee and nising commodity prices
in Sri Lanka. They pleaded for a
peaceful and just political solution
according to the principles of internal
self determination.

Today, unforfunately all too many
GOSL supporters are doing their best
to avoid accepting responsibility for
rising prices. That is why they are
coming up with all sorts of interesting
rationales for rising prices and the
crashing currency: foreign demand,
speculators, oil companies, OPEC,
capitalism etc,

Consider Zimbabwe, where prices
for food double every hour,

Now, what’s the cause of those
rising prices in Zimbabwe? The
average Zimbabwean might take
the same position that the average
GOSL supporter takes: “Mysterious,
unseen forces in the umiverse that
periodically attack countries, foreign
demand, speculators or the business
cycle?”

Of course, all those rationales would
be nothing more than an attempt
to avoid placing responsibility for
the rising prices squarely where it
belongs — on the out-of-control
government spending at the hands of
the Robert Mugabe administration in
Zimbabwe.

- Heck, let’s face it: the only people
who have a moral right to complain
about rising prices of food and most
everything else in Sri Lanka are
the Tamils, given that they are the
ones who have been opposing both
the racist state and the impenalist
war and the massive govemment
spending needed to fund them.
’

Unfortunately Tamils can not
go demonstrating in the streets of
Colombo as their action would be
labelled as “terror-friendly Tamils on
parade™ and “ethnic voters rallying
for a parochial, unsavoury cause’ and
most of them would have ended up in
prison camps or six feet under: just
like what happened to the Jews who
protested agamst the Third Reich in
the ghettos of Europe.
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Sri Lankans May Turn Against War Strategy,

By: Shani Raja
BLOOMBERG

ri Lanka's government needs to

deliver on its vow to cripple the
rebel Tamil Tigers this year or lose
support for a conflict that is slowing
economic growth, defense analysts
said as labor unions plan a general
strike tomorrow.

"“People say they'll suffer the
hardships as long as the government
can finish the war," said Igbal Athas,
a Colombo-based correspondent
for Jane's Defence Weekly. The
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam's
““military machine has vet to be badly
dented" and the group may have at
least 10,000 fighters.

President Mahinda Rajapaksa's
government pledged to defeat the
LTTE in the northern Wanni region
this year after evicting them from
the east a year ago. The Tamil Tigers
operate from jungle bases in the
north, where they repulsed a major
army offensive in the late 1990s.

Pressure on the government to
negotiate with the rebels may build
if military operations stall. Workers
in ports, transport and agriculture
are among those planning to strike
tomorrow over cost of living increases
after consumer prices in the capital,
Colombo, rose the most in at least
four years and at the fastest pace in
Asia,

The war is weighing on the
economy, Sri Lanka's Central Bank
Governor Nivard Cabraal said last
week at a business forum. The
International Monetary Fund has
said the nation's economic outlook

““depends critically" on an end to the
civil war.

Spending Slump

Economic growth slowed for the
first time in a year in the first quarter
as the escalating violence, including
bomb attacks in Colombo, curbed
spending, while consumer prices in
Colombo rose 28.2 percent in June
from a year earlier, the statistics
department said at the end of last
month,

“"People are expecting the war to
be over sooner rather than later." said
Pramod De Silva, editor-in-chief of
the state-run Daily News. " They will
welcome either a military ora political
solution as soon as possible."

The military's efforts to control
terrorism in the north have allowed
people in the south to consider strike
action, Rajapaksa said in comments
yesterday, the newspaper reported.
Some groups are using the stoppage
to ""gain political mileage," he said.

Losing control of Eastern Province
was the worst defeat suffered by the
LTTE in its 25-year struggle for a
Tamil homeland in the north and east
of the island nation. The Tigers will
have a hard time regaining the region,
Athas said. Sri Lanka has a 100,000-
strong army.

Northern Bases

The Tamil Tigers are confined
to just two wnorthern districts in
Wanni, Sri Lanka's Defense Affairs
Spokesman Keheliya Rambukwella
said in a telephone interview from
Colombo. The government is on

course to delivering a major blow
to the "terrorists” this year, he said.
“Everything is going according to
our strategies and plans.”

The Tamil Tigers have lost the
ability to fight as a conventional
army after being weakened by
recent government offensives, Army
Chief Sarath Fonseka said earlier
this month, The military is making
progress toward eliminating the Tigers
by mid-2009, he told reporters.

The war may have reached a
stalemate, said Athas. Attacks are on
the rise in all three cleared" eastern
districts, Batticaloa, Trincomalee
and Amparai, and the Tamil Tigers
have been ‘periodically” targeting
the northern Jaffna peninsula, mostly
under the government's control.

Attacks in South

The rebels have also launched
attacks on civilians in the Sinhalese-
dominated south of the island,
demonstrating that they can operate
deep within government territory.

Last year, the rebels showed they
had developed an air capability, using
light aircraft to bomb a military base
near Sri Lanka's main international
airport. The air wing consists of five
propeller-driven aircrafi, the military
says.

The military has targeted Tamil
Tiger leaders since taking over the
Eastern Province, killing the group's
political chief, its military intelligence
leader and the head of the naval unit,
known as the Sea Tigers. The LTTE
accuses the air force of bombing
civilian areas and says the land and
air attacks amount to genocide.

Defense Ana_l_ysts Say

The LTTE said last September that
any peace process must be based on a

homeland for the Tamil people, in the |
sameway theethnic-Albanianmajority |

in the former Serbian province of
Kosovo gained independence. Tamils
make up 11.9 percent of Sri Lanka's
20 million people, according to the
2001 census.

War Reporting

Sri Lankan journalists are facing
increasing attacks over their reporting

of the conflict, according to Amnesty |

International. Hundreds of local
reporters and cameramen protested
outside Rajapaksa's home last week
demanding an end to a spate of
killings and assaults on journalists,
Agence France- Presse reported.

Some journalists fear a crackdown
if the victory promised by the
government doesn't materialize.

“"The media has come under very
staunch criticism for expressing views
which are not of the government.”

said Athas. “"Anybody who doesn't |
tow the line is called a traitor. You |

can draw the inference on what's
going to come."

A journalist and member of the
British High Commission staff’ were
assaulted in Colombo last week. The
U.8. embassy condemned the attack
and other recent violence against
journalists.

Alleged human rights violations
against journalists by the government
are being blown totally out of
proportion,” Rambukwella said.
The sources of such allegations are
largely non-governmental agencies
with LTTE sympathies, he added.
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Mascula Massage QOil for Men
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To Tone Up The Under-developed Penile Muscles &
Nerves of Male Sex Organ For Improved Performance

= AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL CHEMIST NATIONWIDE

Erisipl 80 Almavale Road, Clifton, 011 7973144

1. Spark Hili, 481 Startford Road, Tel: 0121-4720174
2. 115 Soho Road, Handsworth, Tei: 01215572444
Bradford 127, Greal Horton Road, Tel: 0845 257 0181
Coventry 5 Station St. West, Tel: 0871 310 8443
Darby299 Normanton Road, Tel- 01532 366644
Gravesend2 Living Stone Rd, Tel: 01474 165140
Glasgow 405 Greal Weslamn Rd, Tel: 0141 3395979

Hj
ILLFORD:

(L EAB 1.Munro Pharmacy, 303 Green Straet, Tel: 020 8471 2575
2 Edan Pharmacy, 79-85
Kingsbury511 Kingsbury Road, 020 8204 873 (T)

1. 242 Ealing Road, Tel: 020 8902 5047
2. 182 Ealing Road, Tel: 020 8902 0173
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Himalayan Wonder Garlic
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Supports anti-clotting mechanism in arteria and vei

Contact: Mr. J.B. Singh 0781 541 9103 * Dr. R.N. Sharma (B.A.M.S. M.D. (Ayurvedic)
Pentavox (UK) Ltd, P.O. Box 409, Northolt UBS 9AJ Middx. Tel: 020 8423 8800, 07815 419 103
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1. B2A Baker Streef, Marylobone, 020 7935 9667

2. 231 Finchiey Road, Finchley, 020 7794 5486

Leylon Mars| Pharmacy, 694 High Road, 020 8550 5416

Hayes 788 Uxbridge Road, Tel: 020 8848 4812
ounalow 322 Graal West Road, Tel: 020 8577 7438

Tel: 020 8574 1647
Tooting

pa Rel Tal: 020 B587 3477 Reading
104a Oxford Road, 0118 3572687

® SYEHIGNIDS (GHaNDE)Y

3. 210 Ealing Road, Tel : 020 8902 4898

SouthHall
1. Gill Chemist, 31-33 King Street, Tel: 020 8571 1555
2. Dokal Cash & Carry, 133-135, Southall Broadway,

Leeds

255257 Roundhay Road, Tel 0113 2490557
Luicaster

68 Hartington Road, Tol: (116 253 7985

Luton

453 Dunstable Road, Tel: 11582 572523

NORBURY - 301 Northborough Road 020 8764 1629
Hamaton

North i
4 Kingsley Park Terrace, Tel; D180 471 3297
Readi

SloughA00 Farnham Road, 01753 517263 [
WolverHamptdn311 Dudley Road, Tal: 011302342 000

Performance
Enhancer _for Men

Herbal 1-Top Capsules
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Herbal 1-Top Capsules for Male Problems & Impotence Management

Dianil Penta Capsules
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246 Upper Tooting Rd, Tel: 020 8672 5417 |
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Pentax Hair Tonic
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e-mail: info@pentavoxuk.com * Online Shopping: www.pentavoxuk.com

Postage & Packaging Free over order worth £30

£10

"Distributors/Stockist required
all over UK & Europe™
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SRI ATHIPARASAKTHI ASTROLOGY CENTRE

World Famous Special Astrologist!

Face Reading & Palm Reading

15T FLOOR 49 HIGH
i STREET

: E6 1SH
W (NEAR PRIMARK STORE)

call: S.P. SRIRAM GURIJI

AADIVASI MUKKIYA

EAST HAM, LONDON,
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S.P. SRIRAM GURIJI
| AADIVASI MUKKIYA

Spoken languages: Tamil, Telugu,
‘ Hindi, kannada & English.
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Do you run a business?
Do you employ staff?

your business premises?

Do members of public have access to
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Need {Ian Insurance?

We can arrange best available rates and also
Protect your Ne Claims Bonus from

1 year onwards.

Have 3 or more vehicles?

Give Ragarfield Insurance Brokers a call to
arrange a no obligation quotation for your
business / property insurance and if you like

the competitive rates we can arrange, you may

qualify for free access to a lot of features
advising you comprehensively on

P Health & Safety
P Risk Management
P Legal Expenses

Covers for shops and businesses can be
arranged with excesses as low as

£50

for Glass Claims }
for Money Claims i
for Frozen Food Claims 1
and for Goods in Transit Claims |

Discounts are also available if you have the
following

Alarm, CCTV, Roller Shutters, Claims free
experience, Staff living above the shop
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Most Trades are considered including i
the following |
Supermarkets Builders Merchants |

| Grocers News Agents

| Off Licenses Boutiques |
DIY & Hardware Heating & Plumbing |
Fish & Chips Retail & Wholesale
Restaurants Manufacturers
Clothing Retail Wholesalers
Hairdressers Production

| Beauty Saloons Distribution

Your business insurance can also be extended to include the contents in the flat above if required

We have access to exclusive motor fleet
products and can arrange cover with any
driver {17+ without any higher excesses} and
many more features.

Ragarfield can source you great insurance
products on excellent terms, to cover
EVERYTHING that your business needs

We've been around for a While. For 35 years,
So we have first rate relationships with leading
insurers all over the marketplace.
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Talk to us now. ..
Tel: 014743288 88

Ragarfield Limited

Insurance & Mortgage Brokers
31 Milton Road Gravesend Kent DA12 2RF
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By: Sivas Sivaskanthan
TAMILCANADIAN

HE Tamils have, since the

degradation of the last series
of negotiations, demonstrated an
exiraprdinary amount of patience
waiting for a peaceful solution, or
at least a prospect of il, to present
itself. After much dilly-dallying, a
somewhat notable outcome emerged
from the All Party Representative
Committee (APRC), appointed by
President Mahinda Rajapakse. Its
publicised brief was to seek out a
possible consensual solotion to
the conflict. It was notable in the
sense that the deliberations included
members of many, not all, political
parties across the Sri Lankan political
spectrum. And somewhal, in the sense
that it proposed little more than the
full implementation of the current
flawed constitution.

Buot the UNP and the JVP stayed
away, while the primary Tamil voice
in parliament, the TNA, was kept
away from it. Besides, it didn’t even
include a reference to merging the
Northern and Eastern provinces as a
single entity — a consensual cardinal
principle for the Tamils as espoused
at the Thimphu talks of 1985.

Allofwhich, fromaTamilstandpoint,
were far short of what is required
or can be expected as a workable
Sinhala proposal for co-existence.
Under such Sinhala guidance, the
Tamils will have to wait for centuries
in expecting an acceptable alternative

The Need to Fight Back

to independence, An increasingly
strengthening view among influential
Tamils.

Forget the several past overtures
to minimise conflict; all of which, I
might add, fell by the wayside due
to the fault of successive Sm Lankan
governments.

The only serious initiative at a
peaceful resolution, in the history

‘of the war for Tamil independence,

was the last negotiations initiative
and framewaork, carefully constructed
and painstakingly pushed through by
the Norwegians in 2002. That had
many reasons to succeed had the
envisioned process been allowed to
carry itself out without various actors,
supervisors included, both advertently
and inadvertently throwing their
respective spanners into the works.

Irreparable damage

Having said that, the credit for
causing the most irreparable damage
to that peace effort belongs to the
President of Sri Lanka at the time,
Chandrika Kumaratunge. She single-
handedly destroyed the trust-building
exercises till that point, by dismissing
the ruling government in 2004 when
negotiations were progressing in a
promising manner.

However, the most compelling case
to demonstrater why it would seem
to be extremely difficult for the two
races to co-exist together as a single
unitary political entity came, when
Chandrikas’ presidential term expired

and at the next elections to choose
their new President, the Sinhalese
people were left to their own political
decision making, without Tamil votes
diluting their intent.

One would think that after almost
two decades of war and suffering on
the island, any reasonable voting body
would elect a leader on a platform for
peace. That would have been asking
for too much in the case of Sri Lanka.
When the election drama settled,
Mahinda Rajapakse was elected on
a far more aggressive position with
regards to the ceasefire and the Tamil
question.

Regardless of the fact that the Tamil
leader Vellupillai Pirabaharan still
greeted him to office as a pragmatist,
the anti-Tamj] conduct and flow of
the Sinhala electorate by itself should
illuminate. significantly, the traits and
attitudes of the Sinhalese people vis-
a-vis the Tamils.

It's also an indication of their
capacity to co-exist with the Tamils. If
we were to shine a little more context
into the situation, the state of affairs
becomes even more stark.

The preceding negotiations, the
well-crafted interim governance
structures and the ceasefire agreement
itself that underpinned it, were the
best the country had seen fo date.
Despite question marks over the full
enforcement over the agreement, it
largely held and negotiations were
progressing with sufficient credibility,
despite facing its own challenges.

Tht is, until Chandrika pulled the mat
from underneath the whole process by
dismissing the ruling government of
Ranil Wickremesinghe under whose
stewardship the Sinhala side of the
negotiations were proceeding.

This left the country with a ceasefire
agreement, but no negotiating partner
for the peace process. The rest,
you might say, is history. It was all
downhill from there.

Benefit of the doubt

The Tamils always and repeatedly
seem to display a penchant for giving
the Sinhalese the benefit of the doubt
at every new peace juncture, however
disapprovingly history might suggest
otherwise. An astute observer of
the conflict, devoid of diplomatic
restrictions, might be forgiven for
thinking that the Tamils must be
gagging for punishment. So willing
have we been to accommodate a just
peace within a unitary Sri Lankan
state.

The responsibility for the downward
spiral that the ceasefire went in,
leading to its eventual capitulation,
it must be said, must first be bome
by the Sinhala people, then by the Sri
Lankan government and finally by the
Sri Lankan Armed Forces.

So are the LTTE completely fault
free, you might ask? In driving the
general trajectory of negative events,
yes. Their actions have all been
reactionary.

In fact, they should be applauded
and rewarded for sitting back and
absorbing the brunt of the violence
with only limited retaliatory strikes.

But the question that begs an
answer is; for how long would this be
a sustainable strategy for giving peace
the best possible chance? Are the
Sinhalese as willing as the Tamils in
wanting a just and permanent peace?
The first might be like asking how
long is a piece of string, but the
answer to second question should
be obvions to many. That every
opportunity, throughout the conflict,
in seeking a negotiated settlement
to the Tamil cause, has been met by
elected Sri Lankan governments with
an intention to prevaricate, undermine
or wholly deny the core grievances
for the Tamil uprising, belies an
undercurrent mindset towards wanting
to enslave the Tamils within a unitary
pro-Sinhala state.

We could, of course, wait
indefinitely in the vain hope that,

eventually, a sense of human decency
would prevail among the Singhalese
and the Tamils would then have
no qualms on the sanctity of their
citizenship, on their land, no fear
on the preservation and relevance of
their glorious Tamil language, no risk
of infringements to their economic
prosperity and the surety that all these
shall always remain so.

But that would be an unforgivable
dereliction of duty. Especially when
the quest for the end of that rainbow
would leave Tamils dead, missing or
wounded on a daily basis without any
measure for a just resolution:

The influence of the international
community, especially those of the
then working group for Sri Lanka,
namely Norway, European Union,
Japan, United States and, unofficially,
India, has had very little impact on
rectifying the belligerent actions of the
Sri Lankan government. Moreover, on
occasion, it might seem they were
encouraging it.

The much vaunted international
safety net seemed to have been
constructed with the wrong gauge,
allowing Sri Lankan transgressions to
swim through with impunity. |

The governments withdrawal from
the ceasefire agreement aside, and let
alone the human suffering inflicted
on the Tamil people, their current
military offensives on Tamil temitory
are serious breaches of trust and an
indication that a solution by peaceful
means was never high on the agenda
of conflict resolution and probably
never will be for any Sri Lankan
government. -

So, in the absence of any goodwill
towards restarting negotiations in its
fullest spirit, one might argue that
it’s about time we called a spade a
spade and took matlers of our own
destiny info our hands. R Sampathan,
the TNA leader, was right in this
aspect when responding in a recent
interview to the Sunday Observer.
This is our problem. And it's about
time we freated it as such, without
bleeding ourselves to extinction in
waiting for the Sinhala frame of mind
to change en masse.

At no point did we abdicate our
right to self determination since we
first so unequivocally expressed in the
declaration of 1976.

It’s high time we righted the wrongs
of the past few years and moved to
taking back control over our affairs
and exercise our military powers to
the fullest extent necessary
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Karuna - Anthony, public money
and mobile phones

Kusal Perera
AZADEK CHAMBER

Azadek was perplexed. The
completely cleaned up Eastern

Province that was also democratised
with two types of elections one after
the other, saw a Presidential helicopter
being targeted by suspected LTTE
rocket fire on Tuesday, Olst July,
while retuming from refuelling in
Ampara. -President was busy on the
ground opening the newly constructed
Arugam Bay Bridge, the old one
devastated by the Tsunami. Then on
Friday Police accepted 02 men were
shot at in Eravur, by an “armed gang”
operating in the area. There were
previous incidents in the weeks past
that prompted Azadek to ask, how
clean the East is now, without the
LTTE,

In fact, Karuna who flew into
Katunayake BIA after a jail term in
the UK for using a diplomatic passport
that is not his and was whisked off
even before the Immigration could
take .a look at his face, claims the
LTTE is pretty weak now and is
defeated. Azadek would now have
to piece the statements of two war
heroes with Army Commander
Fonseka saying he needs another year
to defeat the LTTE, but still, they
would operate as a guerrilla group.
Who knows best about the LTTE?
Karuna a one time LTTE boss in the
East, a terrorist himself before the
break up, or the Army Commander,
who has taken the responsibility of
defeating the LTTE? They both know
what they say, according to Azadek's
theory of compunction. Hence what
they both say is, what suits them best
to be in power and the people would
have to believe what is said, without
doubting, or else the power equation
changes. So the war would continue
even after another year, though the
LTTE is defeated.

As for Karuna, he wasn't technically
brought in by the British Immigration,
says Azadek. “How can they? It wasn't
Karuna who left.” said Azadek. Tt was
Kokila Gunawardane the Wild Life
boss who left, although there was
never a Wild Life boss by that name.
And who came in was one Anthony
and not Kokila Gunawardane either.

8o, if the British law says Karuna

Amman was proved using a passport
that did not belong to him, then it
would have to be either Karuna
Amman or the rightful owner of that
passport, Kokila Gunawardane, who
should have been brought back, or both
of them, for that matter. Who is this
Anthony? Azadek has no case against
him. Therefore Azadek recommends
that this Anthony who was sent to
Sri Lanka on Thursday on flight UL
504 should be set free immediately,
instead of wasting security resources
to guard him.

There are plenty of security
resources going waste: anyway,
argues Azadek. Why can’t all the
parliamentary politicians have their
own private security like Duminda
Silva, asks this alcoholic bum turned
village judge, with his nosey instincts.
After all, if this man who is only a
PC Member can have private security
that as claimed by the super model
Arkarsha could carry T-36 weapons,
guard her through the day and abduct
her too on the orders of their boss,
that suits fine for any politician. The
whole MSD could be used in the war
and that budget could be scrapped
altogether, says Azadek.

Even police work could be made
easy with less time and money
spent on investigations, if the public
could heed the advice given by the
new IGP. Azadek agrees that any
young woman could photograph a
rapist with the mobile in hand, if
not while being raped, then when
the man leaves. Mobile phones now
have so many options that could be
used for advantage, and these young
Missus shouldn’t only text on them
and lament they don’t get replied,
thinks Azadek.

Theoretically, it is surprising
why journalists who were attacked
by “unidentified” armed gangs
did not use their mobile phones to
take photographs of those goons
who attacked them. As explained
by Wickramaratne, if women who
are raped could help the police by
taking photographs, then why not
journalists? It takes creative thinking
to make the total adult population a
new breed of photojournalists. With
photos provided for identification,
Azadek feels, his work could be made
very much easier.

It wasn’t nevertheless difficult for
the Anuradhapura Magistrate to decide
the 08 Buddhist monks produced in
his courts were definitely guilty, They
had pleaded guilty with the Ven. Vice
Chancellor of the Buddhist University;
who opted to seitle the dispute out
of courts, But the Magistrate had a
say before it was allowed for private
settlement. The Magistrate warned
the 08 Buddhists monks that they
being monks should not behave in
an unruly manner, trying to damage
public property and bum the VC's
vehicle.

UNP accuses Army chief for

media attacks

Monks don’t behave that way as '

they are told in Buddhist scriptures
on discipline, the patient way of even
walking, said the Magistrate, who
said all the money spent on their
higher education is public money,
Azadek wasn’t anywhere there 1o add
that all Buddhist monks anyway live
on the public, unless they opt to earn
their own income,

The public has to sustain more
than Buddhist monks, when it comes
to daily living. They sustain the
politicians, their entourages. their
trips abroad and even elections,
whether the public wants them or not.
Take NCP and Sabaragamuwa PC
elections, says Azadek.

Why should the public want those
elections, asks Azadek, if those
candidates are not those whom
the public wants to support? Who
asked the public whether they want
“Choka mallis and Sarpayas” in
their nomination lists? And if the
politicians are going to fight it out
like in Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa
and Ratnapura, why should the public
spend their money for elections? Most
would not even get a chance to vote at
this rate, says Azadek.

Waorst is, if MP’s can come and go
like S.B. and Hakeem and any other

in the future, then even the parliament |

is not worth spending public money
on, says Azadek. But then, if Hakeem
feels the whole S.B project shmy, that
takes care of it, argued Azadek, It’s
the law of human nature that finally
decides most issues, says Azadek and
bowed out for his final tot before the
weekend closed on the Sabbath day.
This part of the world rotates any way,
he thought.

(www.serendibine.com)
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Opposition
Joseph Michael Perera told
Parliament yesterday (July 08th) that
a "special team" controlled by Army
| Commander, Lt. Gen. Sarath Fonseka
was behind the attacks on journalists.

| Whip,

In a special statement to the
House, Mr, Perera said that on June
30th 2008, Namal Perera of the Sri

| Lanka Press Institute and Mahendra
| Rathnaweera, an officer of the British
High Commission, were badly beaten
up by a gang in a white van in a
| Colombo high security zone.

‘ Earlier, Keith Noyahr of ‘The
| Nation’ newspaper was similarly
| assaulted by a gang in a white van.

In addition, abductions, extortions
and extra-judicial killings of persons
belonging to all masses, including
journalists, by gangs in white vans are
reported frequently.

Noting that the govemment has
failed to bring the perpetrators to
justice, the ChiefOpposition Whip said
that in view of this trend of impunity,
the UNP feels that the government is
connected ta such attacks.

Following an exposure by UNP MP
. Lakshman Seneviratne, ex-Air Force
officer Nishantha Gajanayake was
arrested in connection withabductions,
and fewer similar incidents were
reported during his detention.

The fact that Gajanayake was later
bailed out by a senior Army officer
gave rise to speculation that the
Defence Ministry is directly connected
to these abductions,

Journalists who criticize the
| government and the security forces
and expose frauds in them are

attacked by a special squad under
Army Commander.

Noting that he received information
from the Army itself, the Chief
Opposition Whip challenged the
government to arrest the culprits if he
was wrong.

Describing remarks by the newly-
appointed IGP and his media
spokesman on white van killer squads
as absurd, Mr. Perera challenged the
police to name and to take legal action
against journalists who planned to get
themselves falsely attacked in order to
seek visa to leave the country.

Such officers gre not suitable to
hold such top positions, the Chief
Opposition Whip said, adding that
he would ask the National Police
Commission through Parliament for
their removal.

The government is attempting to
publish news items that are supportive
of them, by intinfidating journalists.

We also would like to prove
with evidence that the government
is reigning violence in the country
through war. 4

We only ask the government to
grant the puoblic their fundamental
rights to ensure their freedom.

If they are incapable of doing
so, we request a dissolution of the
government.

Sri Lanka is yet again named as a
failed state and it is evident to any
intellectual that the country is heading
to be another Zimbabwe.

Speaking further, Mr. Perera said
that the estimated budget of the
forthcoming SAARC summit is over
Rs. 3 billion.

Such an amount of public money is
used on bulletproof vehicles and other
unnecessary items. The govermnment
must tell us how these will benefit
the people.

After the SAARC summit, we see
no other option for the government
than increasing the price of crude oil
and increase tax on necessity goods
and services to cover the costs.

By this the public will be further
burdened by the cost of living and
it is distressing to note Sri Lanka is
showing signs of a state where rulers
will enjoy a life of comforts while the
public starves in misery, he added.
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Foundation level 2 £400.00
Intermediate Level3 £500.00
Technician Level 4 £250.00 per subject

Fast Track Foundation & Intermediate Combined
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INCREASE YOUR SKILLS GAIN COMPANY BASED EXPERIENCE

THOUSANDS OF JOBS IN PAYROLL

IAB Payroll level 2 £235.00
IAB payroll level 3 £295.00

Courses commence on Saturday 12 July 2008 at 9.30am

GRAB THAT JOB

Io( COME AND GAIN PRACTAL EXPERIENCE IN COMPUTERISED
ACCOUNTING WITH SAGE LINE 50 IN 6 WEEKS

et PITMANS QUALIFICATIONS

LEVEL 2 £175.00 and Level 3 £295.00

Pitmans qualifications Level 2 £175.00 and Level 3 £295.00
Courses Commence on Sunday 13 July 2008.

7, Station Chambers, High Street North
Eastham, London. E6 1JE

Edutec | Tel: 020 3200 1006 Mob: 079 5034 3181
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' Don't just take our word for
it ...

"...This is to say a big thank
you for your fast and profes-
sional way of dealing with my
case. | think the service was
excellent - | will definitely use
you in the future and recom-
mend the company fo family &
friends.”
- Karen Sommers

>  Residential » Commercial »  Debt Recovery
Conveyancing Conveyancing  »  Ciyil Litigat ion
» Re-mortgages »  Family law >  Immigration
COMPETITIVE PRICES - EXPERT ADVICE QUALITY SERVICE

CALL US TODAY!

0800 027 8977

As a well established firm whose
repufation precedes us, superior
client care is at the heart of our
philosophy.

Our highly skilled, multi-ingual
team provide honest and impartial
advice, seeking always to act in
your best interests.

We are Llaw Society lexcel ac-
credited, an honour bestowed on
only 4% of law firms nationwide.

Semensg edlgwrer immigration

Sl & & 60 601 & @15 5(GLD
Clamiy GlsrereEshsen

Solicitors

Understanding your needs. ..

St James House
105-11 3 The Broadway
West Ealing, London W13 9BE

www.elcsolicitors.com
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Tel: 020 B427 3303 Fax: 0208427 3313
144 Station Road, Harrow, Middlesex HA1 2RH
Website: issolicitors.co.uk | Email: info@issolicitors.co.uk

Conveyancing - Sale, Pur-

. chase & Lease of Commercial
and Residential Properties
and all other types including -
landlord & Tenant disputes

Intellectual Property
Protect your business and

" goodwill. Trademarks,
Copyrights & Patents Litiga-
tion/Debt Collection/Business,
Dispuites

Matrimonial -
& Ancillary, Proceedings
Employment

fb Immigration !

P Home Office Same Day Visa Service
P Work Permits, HSMP, SEGS

P Business Persons

» Doctors - Medical Training Initiatives
» Care Homes - Cares & Nurses

P Hospitality - F&B, Receptionist, Waiters etc.
> Skilled Workers & Domestic Servants
> Marriage & Certificate of Approval

» Asylum & Human Rights

P European Applications (EEC, WRS)

» Entry Clearance & Visa Refusals Appeal
P Students

P Nationality (UK & Sri Lanka)

\' Long Term Residency in UK

Divorce &
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Contact:

Visit: www. ratna.co.uk

We are authorised by the Legal Services Commission to
provide free legal advice (If you are entitled for the same).

Mr. M. or Mrs. K. Ratnapalan

T: 020 8470 8818 F: 020 8475 0131
M: 07769 748 409

Email: mratnapalan@hotmail.com

Ratna & Company Solicitors

169A High Street North, East Ham, London. E6 1JB

We are accredited both by Law Society and the Legal Services Commission,
as providers of quality service, in all areas of Immigration law.
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~ Web developer

Off-Licence for Sale

Off-Licence, Groceries shop, in a popular area in South West London, by the
main road, for immediate sale.

Call 07903 376 617

Shop for sale

Well established convenience store located in the middle of three schools and
large residential area for sale \Weekly turn over £8001).

Call 079 5806 8207

Science classes

Lewishiam, Croydon, Wembley whmith sygener syemigw Li@Sseflsy

year 7 @pe Cumun L. agliuseflipsmer SCIENce UmL_ auglit e
2 fuser afRseflev eumr whmnd ey AGapeny s _saflev MSC s
surims 2 Fdhwflerme auksy soLlss LG L

Qsm_iry : 079 4378 3812

Car for sale

Honda Civic, Executive, Make: 2004, Colour: Silver, Engine Size: 1.6, Mileage:
39,000, M.OT: émonths, Road Tax: | Z months, Interior Leather, Alarm

For further detalls please call:Arul Sabaratriam 079 580 577 94

Shop for Sale £8500
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire
Wel| Established Convenience store fro Sale

Weekly tumover of £8000, located in the middle of a large residential area
and surrounded by three schools. Very Spacious with |5 years leasehold.

Coract; 079 5806 8207 -

Priya Restaurant.- ‘For Idiyappam’
String Hoppers for Sale.

@By wins alpusnerse Ediapapam vithanaikku /
100 @ugwini £12, 500 @uguniin  £50.
Call 020 8471 5552, 020 8520 5552

We are looking for Web Developer to join a small dyndamic team to spear
head web developent projects. You will need demonstrable skill and
experience of web development.

Essenitial skills:

- XHTML, CSS, Dreamweaver, Flash - Graphic design packages
lilke Adobe photoshop

Knowledge of scripting language is highly desirable.

Please forward your CV to info@orupaper.com

Gwmmss sullpTesr Glearsmer — @ibsliumallsh
auprglBin ol Gasme.

s@owan goumGaal suLiieiy wipnd afpCur |
sQaIfiGan’ Qaunuiu’l. Sebub (Designer albums)

HillS moDELLING STUDIO (PVT) LTD.

www. hillsstudio.com:
Phone : (0091) 44 42136691, 247239822, e-mail : photo@hillsstudio.co.in

D e

sl fensy

Life in the UK classes By: MRS SURESH BA ( Hons)

& All levels taken Mobile: 07932 790 650
& Easy method Telephone 020 8646 4800
M Easy to understand GERALD & CO

™ High pass rate 64 Londom Road, Morden,
 Personal coaching SM4 SBE

M Value for money Location: One minute walk from Morden Tube
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Nelson Mandela
personifies
struggle against
oppression. He led
the fight against
apartheid — the
South  African
government's
policy of discrimination based on
one’s ethnicity with extraordinary
vigour and resilience. He has
sacrificed his private life and his
youth for his people, and remains
South Africa's best known and loved
hero.

He was borm at Qunu, near Umtata
on 18 July 1918. His father, Henry
Mgadla Mandela, was chief councillor
to Thembuland's acting paramount
chief David Dalindyebo. When his
father died, Mandela became the
chief's ward and was groomed for the
chieftainship.

Mandela matriculated at Healdtown
Methodist Boarding School and then
started a BA degree at Fort Hare. As
an SRC member he participated in
a student strike and was expelled,
along with the late Oliver Tambo, in

" 1940. He completed his degree by
comrespondence from Johannesburg,
did articles of clerkship and enrolled
for an LLB at the University of the
Witwatersrand.

In 1944 he helped found the ANC
Youth League, whose Programme of
Action was adopted by the ANC
1949,

Mandela was elected national
volunteer-in-chief of the 1952
Defiance Campaign. He travelled
the country organising resistance to
discriminatory legislation. He was
given a suspended sentence for
his part in the campaign. Shortly
afterwards a banning order confined
him to Johannesburg for six months.
During this period he formulated the
"M Plan", in terms of which ANC
branches were broken down into
underground cells.

By 1952 Mandela and Tambo had
opened the first black legal firm in
the country, and Mandela was both
Transvaal president of the ANC and

<y
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PEOPLE WHO CHANGED THE WORLD.  JOX¥S
Nelson Mandela

deputy national president. In the
'fifties, after being forced through
constant bannings to resign officially |
from the ANC, Mandela analysed
the Bantustan policy as a political
swindle. He predicted mass removals,
political persecutions and police
terror. For the second half of the
'fifties; he was one of the accused in
the Treason Trial.

When the ANC was banned after
the Sharpeville massacre in 1960,
he was detained until 1961 when. he
went underground to lead a campaign
for a new national convention,
Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK), the
military wing of the ANC, was bormn
the same year. Under his leadership
it launched a campaign of sabotage
against government and ecomomic
installations. In 1962 Mandela left
the country for military training in
Algeria and to arrange training for |
other MK members. '

On his return he was arrested for
leaving the country illegally and for
incitement to strike. He conducted
his own defence. He was convicted
and jailed for five years in November
1962. While serving his sentence,
he was charged, in the Rivonia trial,
with sabotage and sentenced to life
imprisonment.

Robben Island, where he was
imprisoned, became a centre for
learning, and Mandela was a central |
figure in the organised political
education classes. In prison Mandela
never compromised his political
principles and was always a source
of strength for the other prisoners.
During the 'seventies he refused the
offer of a remission of sentence if he
recognised Transkei and settled there.
In the ‘eighties he again rejected
PW Botha's offer of freedom if he
renounced violence. But shortly after |
his release on Sunday 11 February |
1990, Mandela and his delegation |
agreed to the suspension of armed
struggle.

He was inaugurated as the first
democratically elected State President
of South Africa on 10 May 1994 -
June 1999. Nelson Mandela refired
from Public life in' June 1999. He
currently resides n his birth place -
Qunu, Transkei.

Did you know...!

f you could weigh all the water

that falls on a single acre of land
during one inch of rainfall, it would
weigh 113 tons -- that is 226,000
pounds. The amount of water on
earth has remained the same since
the planet was created some 4,500
million years ago.

Without clouds and other
constituents of the earth's atmosphere,
the surface of our planet would reach a
temperature of 176 degree cenfigrade
at the equator by day and 220 degree
centigrade by night!

The Pacific Ocean is three times
bigger than Asia, the biggest continent
on Earth. It covers nearly one-third of
the Earth's surface. Its widest part is

about 1,770 km or 11,000 miles. That
distance would take you halfway
around the world.

Ninety seven per cent of all the
water on Earth is salty, Only 3 per
cent is fresh water. Of that 3 per cent,
over 2 per cent is frozen in ice sheets
and glaciers. And that means that less
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