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Navarathiri is an important festival of the Hindus. Navaraaththiri
literally means nine nights. It is a festival devoted to Goddess Sakthy.
Few questions are asked about this festival, and I give my answers as
known to me.

Why are nine days chosen for celebrating Navarathiri? Why
are only Dhurga, Lakshmi and Saraswathy chosen for Navarathiri
celebration? Why should it be nine nights and not nine days?

Lord Siva is the primary God of the Saiva school of Hinduism.
His power, which is His Grace, is Sakthy. Like sun and its light, Siva
and Sakthy are inseparable. Lord Siva performs His acts of Grace by
His Sakthy.

Navarathiri is celebrated for nine days, starting on the new moon
day of the Tamil month of Purattathy (mid September to mid October)
and ending on the ninth day. First three days are devoted to Goddess
Dhurga, second three days to Lakshmi and the last three days to Saras-
wathy. These Goddesses are different aspects of the same Sakthy.
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Lord Siva  mani-
fests  Himself in  vari-
‘ous forms to  perform
| various activities. In His differ-
ent forms His Sakthy is called
| by different names. To un-
' derstand them, knowledge of
Saiva philosophy is necessary.
Accordingly, He takes nine
different  forms (navam
~tharu petham). The Saiva
; Dhurga Siddhanta  book  Sivag-
nana Siddhiyar says ‘Navam tharu pethamaaka eka nathane
~ nadippan’. Tts meaning is, ‘The one only Lord acts in nine
different forms’.

% The nine forms of Him have nine Sakthies (Navasakthy). The nine
- days of Navarathiri festival are meant for these nine Sakthies. However
we celebrate the festival to worship three Sakthies only, Umai worshipped
. as Dhurga, Lakshmi and Saraswathy. These Goddesses find significant
~ importance in our earthly life. Worship of Dhurga instead of Umai may =
- be because of the influence Sakthism which considers Sakthy as the ‘{%
- primary deity. i

Dhurgai is the Goddess for brav-
ery (veeram), Lakshmi for wealth
(selvam) and Saraswathy for knowl-
& ~edge and education (arivum kalvi-
yum). We need courage and con
~ fidence to undertake anything. Hence we
worship Dhurga. Without wealth we
cannot live and for it we worship
- Lakshmi. Without knowledge and &
- education,wecannotbe humanbeings,and
cannot do or achieve anything. Hence
it is necessary that we should worship
Saraswathy.

In our worldly life we do not Saraswathy
know or are not clear of many things. We do not know of or remem-
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| ber our past happenings, previous births etc.
There is an obstruction causing it. This is a
necessary obstruction which helps us to grow,
to evolve spiritually. If we remember the
happenings of our past births, who and who
caused pain to us etc., life would be in chaos.
This obstruction is called thirothanam and is
caused by Siva’s Sakthy called Thirothana
Sakthy. Thirothanam means veil or obstru-
ction. Nights (Navarathiri) are chosen to
Bl denote this obstruction which acts as darkness -
Lakshmi to us.

The Thirothana Sakthy will act as Anugraga Sakthy (Benevolent -
Sakthy) when we find liberation from our shortcomings.

ot [

On Navarathiri days it is customary to keep kolu with various
types of dolls (pommais), and books, musical instruments etc. They &
speak of art, culture and education. Various types of savouries and
sweets are also kept during prayer time and distributed to the children
and others.

Worship of Goddess Saraswathy during the last three days is
. important for all, particularly children. Saraswathy is of white colour;
her seat is white lotus; her dress is white. (‘Vellaik kalaiyuduththu ...." *
verse). White is symbolic of knowledge. Saraswathy grants us knowl-
edge and all the arts and sciences. (Aaya kalaikal arupaththu naankinai-
. yum eya unarvikkum ennammai ....)

Tenth day is called Viyaya dhasami. According to Puranas, a
- demon (asuran) by the name Mahishasuran with the head of buffalo
. (erumaith thalai) was ruling and giving problems to the Devas, the ce-
lestial Beings. The Devas prayed to Lord Siva and appealed for help.
- Siva looked at His Sakthy and Sakthy fought with the Asuran and killed *
~ him. Her victory is celebrated as Viyaya dhasami. The buffalo head
. - of the asuran is symbolic of our ignorance. Siva is of pure knowledge |
: -~ (vaalarivan) and Sakthy is Divine wisdom. So, it is the day of victory of
. Divine wisdom over our ignorance.

, On the Viyaya dhasami day, children are introduced to learning
(edu thodakkuthal).
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(very short story)

Little girl and her father were crossing a bridge. The
father was kind of -scared so he asked his little daughter,
‘Sweetheart, please hold my hand so that you don’t fall into
the river.’

The little girl said, ‘No, Dad. You hold my hand.’

‘What’s the d:fference?” Asked the puzzled father.

‘There’s a big difference,” Replied the little girl. “If I
hold your hand and something happens to me, chances are that
I may let your hand go. But if you hold my hand, I know
for sure that no matter what happens, you will never let my
hand go.’

In any relationship, the essence of trust is not in its bind,
but in its bond.

So, hold the hand of the person who loves you rather
than expecting them to hold yours.

This message is short......but carries a lot of feelings.

~-Collected from internet
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“The speech of a dying people may, perhaps, be allowed
to die. But this cannot be said of the Tamil race. Heaven forbid!
....Let the Tamilians cease to be ashamed of their vernacular.”

“....To seek for and to find a noble language and to dedi-
cate one’s life to the study of it is the best life-work a man
could wish for.”

“Whenever I die *“A student of Tamil” will be inscribed
on my monument” -Dr.G.U. Pope
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= “It 1s not perhaps extravagant to say that in its poetie®
form the Tamil is more polished and exact than the Greek, and
in both dialects, with its borrowed treasures, more copious than
the Latin. In its fulness and power, it more resembles English
and German than any other living language” -The monumen-
tal Tamil - English Dictionary - Dr. Winslow

“The Tamil language is extraordinary in its subtlety and
sense of logic” -Dr .Slater

“It is one of the most copious, refined and polished lan-
guages spoken by man”. Taylor (Quoted in preface to Win-
slow’s Tamil-English Dictionary. Madras 1862)
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The UNIFUND Project

FINANCIALLY ASSISTING DISADVANTAGED
TAMIL UNIVERSITY STUDENTS IN SRI LANKA
History
Initiated by Sydney University Tamil Society in 1991.
Presenily run by the "Australian Society of Graduale Tamils’
{ASOGT)

Current Project
Sponsorships to 80 disadvantaged uni studenis in Jaffna &
Batticaloa. Majonty released from IDP camps since the war.

.;I_

Our Sponsors
* Currently has 70 sponsors and in need of more
sponsors to help more students in need

Qur Sponsorship
» $50 per month per student paid monthly$50,
Quarterly$150, Half Yearly $300 or Annually $600

FPayment
« Cheque or Money order in favour of "ASOGT - Unifund
Project”
« cash paid to authonzed members or
+« Direct Depostt to BSB 633000 ACC: 118247092
Please include your name as reference

BECOME A SPONSOR AND HELP STUDENTS
COMPLETE THEIR UNIVERSITY EDUCATION
EMAIL : unifund.asogt@gmail.com

WEBSITE: www.theunifundproject.org
PHONE: 0439 474 804 /0433088 725

‘Another project of Australian Society of Graduate Tamils (ASoGT)’
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All Profits go to projects of the
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Contact:
/0433 088 725 or 0449 078 289
Email: kalappai@gmail.com

Web: www.tamilguide.com.au

-y 7% . g



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)
	1 (29)
	1 (30)
	1 (31)
	1 (32)
	1 (33)
	1 (34)
	1 (35)
	1 (36)
	1 (37)
	1 (38)
	1 (39)
	1 (40)
	1 (41)
	1 (42)
	1 (43)
	1 (44)
	1 (45)
	1 (46)
	1 (47)
	1 (48)
	1 (49)
	1 (50)
	1 (51)
	1 (52)
	1 (53)
	1 (54)
	1 (55)
	1 (56)
	1 (57)
	1 (58)
	1 (59)
	1 (60)
	1 (61)
	1 (62)
	1 (63)
	1 (64)
	1 (65)
	1 (66)
	1 (67)
	1 (68)

