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A magnetic, multifaceted personality

V. Vimalarajah,
President,

Karaveddi Vigneswara College,
Old Students' Association,
Colombo Branch.

24th December 2000 is a Red Letter day which has to be

inscribed in the unforgettable memories of all Sri Lankans as Prof. K.
Sivathamby was given an award by Tamil Nadu Government - for his
unparallelled scholarly achievements in the field of Tamil studies. He
was chosen as the receipient of the Award for the year 2000 after an
indepth analysis of the many and varied achievements of several
eminent personalities, educationalists poets and scholars. Four Awards
are given in the names of great men. They are - Bharathiyar Award,
Bharathithasan Award, Periyar Award and V. Kalyanasundera
Mudaliyar Award. Bharathiyar Award is given to the most leading
poet, Bharathithasan Award to the most prominent person in activities
connected with Tamil Language Movement, Periyar Award to the
leading personality involved in Social Reform Movement initiated by
Periyar and V. Kalyanasundera Mudaliyar Award is given to the most
prominent Tamil scholar. The most prestigious Award of this nature
was given by the Tamil Nadu Government for the first time to a Sri
Lankan in the year 2000. Prof. Sivathamby has created history by
being the receipient of this Award.

Prof. Sivathamby was born in Karaveddi. I was also born in
Karaveddi. He is the son of Pandit Saiva Pulavar T.P. Karthigesu and
Valiyammai Karthigesu. He had his secondary education at Vigneswara



College, Karaveddi and Zahira College, Colombo. He holds a Bachelor
of Arts Degree of the University of Ceylon, Master of Arts (Tamil) of
the University of Ceylon and Ph.D (Drama in Ancient Tamil Society)
University of Birmingham. He is presently Emiritius Professor of Tamil
University of Jaffna and Chairman NOKKU - a research organisation
for the study of Tamil Culture and its interactions with other cultures.
He has obtained a series of Honourary Degrees and Awards. He has
been a visiting Professor Lecturer in Chennai, Malaya, Finland, Norway,
California University of Cambridge England and several other countries
of the world. He is involved in Curriculam Development to State
Institutions on Educational cultural and related matters. He has
published several Books and Monographs. He has attended many
International and Regional Conferences. Some of them are Conference
on American Literary Studies, Conference on Asian Studies in America,
First World Teacher's Conference in Singapore, World Tamil Cultural
Conference Canada and several others.

Prof. Sivathamby has a glittering array of attainments in all walks
of life. He is a charming personality with a keen penetrative intellect. It
is difficult to reduce to writing all his attainments and achievements.
He is the patron of the Karaveddi Vigneswara College Old Students
Association Colobmo Branch. Vigneswara College is proud of Prof.
Sivathamby. Karaveddi too is proud of him. He has put Vigneswara
College on the map. Vigneswara owes him a debt of gratitude for the
distinguisned and dedicated service he had rendered to it. Vigneswara
stays deep in his heart. He keeps on repeating always that he owes his
present position of excellence to what he learned at Vigneswara, There
is no vestige of doubt that he loves Vigneswara College Old Student's
Association Colombo Branch. I consider it a great honour and privilege
to issue this message for the Special Publication. I extend our sincerest
wishes, choicest blessings and heartiest congratulations to Prof.
Sivathamby. May God bless him with long, healthy, prosperous and
peaceful life.



A Scholar Of Unparallelled Eminence

M. Sivasithamparam,
TULF President

I am hightly pleased and overjoyed to transmit this message of
mine to the Special Publication of the Karaveddi Vigneswara College
Old Students' Association, Colombo Branch to felicitate Prof. K.Sivathamby
an old student of Vigneswara College for the unique achievement of his
being the first receipient from Sri Lanka of the Tamil Nadu Government's
Thiru Ve Ka. Award for the outstanding scholar in Tamil

Prof. Sivathamby and I are in common ground in relation to
certain matters. Both of us were born in Karaveddi and contempararies at
Vigneswara College. Both of us owe our present positions in life to the
education we had at Vigneswara and we have always given top priority to
our alma mater in all places at all times. Deep and abiding are the imprints
of Vigneswara upon our memories.

Prof. Sivathamby is a highly reputed gentleman who has won
international fame in the field of Tamil Research and Studies. He has put
Karaveddi - his place of birth and Vigneswara College his alma mater on
the world map. It is difficult, in fact, impossible to describe his activities
and achievements, as they are many and varied. His present position is
Emeritus Professor of Tamil, University of Jaffna and Chairman NOKKU
-a Research Organisation for the study of Tamil Culture and its interactions
with other cultures. Saddled as he was with University from the year 1965
onwards for 25 years he had meteoric rise from the humble beginnings of
an Asst. Lecturer to Senior Professor. His areas of specialisation are -
Literary History of the Tamils, Literary Criticism, Social History of the
Tamils, Culture and Communication among Tamils and Tamil Drama.
He is credited with a series of Honourary Degrees and Awards. His visiting



Professorship, Fellowships and Academic assignments all over the world
cannot be counted. He was actively involved in designing curriculum at
University Level. He has also assisted State Institutions on Educational
Cultural and connected matters on Curriculum Development.

He has published 46 Books and Monographs on several subjects.
He has submitted 43 Research papers in English alone. He writes with a
great verve. He is a Writer with a compelling style modern vigorous and
dynamic. His writing style is racy and breezy with rhymes and albeterations.
Kesavan Veluthat, Professor of History Mangalore University has in his
writings commented on the meritorious contributions made by Prof.
Sivathamby to the study of South Indian History and Culture, Dr. K.
Rajan, Thanjavur has in his article "Archaeology of Tamil Nadu early
Historic Period" reffered to Prof. Sivathamby as a scholar who viewed the
society as dynamic. Another reputed Writer , a Marxist has in the Tamil
Magazine "Kumudham" quoted the following statement of Prof.
Sivathamby in an interview with him -

"There is a logic of Marxism. Marxism over the years as it was
applied had lost that sense of logic it had within itself. We have to redeem
that logic".

This Writer has refferred to Prof. Sivathamby as a Marxist Literary
Critic.

Prof. Sivathamby is a good actor. He has acted in the Radio Drama
"Vithanayar Veedu" beautifully. He is a shinning ornament. He has a
charm of manner when he greets people. Rancour was entirely foreign to
his character. The Tamil Nadu Government has made the right choice by
awarding Prof. Sivathamby the Thiru Ve.Ka. Award for outstanding Scholar
2000. Prof. Sivathamby has done his work with devotion dedication and
commitment despite his obesity. I am deeply grieved that for reasons
beyond my control, I am unable to participate in the ceremony scheduled
for February 3, 2000. I wish him well from the very core of my heart. I
pray that he will have a happy prosperous and peaceful life.
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He who embraced
Marxist Philosophy and Socialism

- P. P. Devaraj, M. P.

The sweeping into power of the Bandaranaike led coalition in
1956 with its strong emphasis on Sinhala Only placed the traditional
left parties such as the Communist Party and the Lanka Samasamaja
Party in a state of dilemma. The embarassment was further accentuated
by the fact that Phillip Gunewardana often acclaimed as the farther of
Marxism in Sri Lanka had veered away from his original stance found
the Bandaranaike coalition and was giving fervent support to the
"Sinhala Only" Policy trends. Dahnanayake who held radical but liberal
views had also entered the coalition and giving ardent support.

While the traditional left rejoiced in the defeat of the UNP which
they viewed as the bastion of capitalist interests and welcomed the
victory of the coalition they found it impossible to compromise with
the "Sinhala only" trends. While this negative feature could not be
supported they also saw the positive features of the change.

While the Tamil speaking people were being alienated one
could not help making note of the resurgence that was taking place
among the Sinhala rural masses. A new interest in Sinhala language
and literature and burst literary activity could be witnessed among
the Sinhalese.

Bandaranaike himself realised that it was wrong to ignore the
Tamils and tried to temper the "Sinhala Only" policy with the "Tamil
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Also" approach. However the momentum of the forces that
Bandaranaike was instrumental in creating took their own course.

If Sinhala intellectuals and academics with left and liberal views
found themselves in a state of embarrassment in regard to post 1950
developments their Tamil counterparts found themselves in greater
difficulty. Tamil left wing intellectuals had taken on the challenge of
breaking away from tradionalism and developing an approach based
on a universal and deeper understanding of the social forces at work
and the dynamics of change. They used the theoretical tools of Marxism
in their study of Tamil history, politics, literature and culture.

Left wing Tamil scholars and intellectual faced a great challenge
to explain the changes that were now taking place in the country and
chart out a policy for Tamils in the future.

Two outstanding Tamil Scholars emerged during this period to
face this challenge and provides the basis and foundation for Sri Lankan
Tamil aspirations in the broader perspective of the social changes that
were taking place.

The names Kailasapathy and Sivathamby are not only known
nationally but internationally.

These two scholars provided the underpinning and the
theoretical basis for the significant developments that took place in
the Tamil intellectual literary and cultural arena in the post 1956
period. Like what happened in the Sinhala literary field it was also
during this period new progressive literature was produced profusely.
The setting up of the Cultural Ministry with Tamil Drama and Literary
panels Sahitiya Awards for Tamil writers were all witnessed during
this period.

The contributions made by Sivathamby and Kailasapathy were
not confined to Sri Lanka. Their researches had broader implications
and had an impact on the entire Tamil speaking world.
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If Kailasapathy was deeply attracted to the radicalism of the
Mao-Tse Tung period Sivathamby took a sober and broader view
that embraces Marxist Philosophy and Socialism.

_ I have had the privilege of listening to Prof. Sivathamby on
many occasions and also reading his writings.

I was deeply impressed by the scholarship of Prof. Sivathamby
and the meticulous way he had in understanding issues. He never
took anything for granted. He paused and throughout before he spoke
and had the remarkable capacity to look at a problem from many
angles.

Professor Sivathamby has made a study of the DK. and DMK
movements and the growth of Tamil Nationalism in Tamil Nadu. He
has tried to see whether there were links and influences between the
Tamil Nationalism in India and the Sri Lankan Tamil Nationalism.

Through his writings and speeches Prof. Sivathamby has made
a contribution to the forming and shaping of the unique identity of
the Sri Lankan Tamil people in the context of a multi ethnic - multi
lingual society.

- I'have had the opportunity of knowing Prof. Sivathamby for
many years. I have deeply impressed by the way he always tried to
understand in their broad perspective and by his penchant for
conceptualisation.

As a Tamil Scholar Professor Sivathamby has brought great
credit to Sri Lanka. He has gained international recognition and his
being awarded the Thiru Ve.Ka Award is testimony to this fact.

We are all proud of him and I feel honoured to have been
acquainted in this scholar closely.



A man with a mission

Prof. J. B. Disanayaka,
University of Colombo

Professor Karthigesu Sivathamby, or "Siva" as we affectionately call
him, is a scholar who has done much to enlighten the public, both in Sri
Lanka and abroad, on the nature of the society and culture to which he
belongs, the Sri Lankan Tamil society and culture. My understanding of Sri
Lankan Tamils is basically due to his writings in English, and these give me
the impression that he is a man with a mission - to put things right at a
critical moment in the history of the Island.

Prof. Sivathamby's collection of essays, entitted "Sri Lankan
Tamil Society and Politics” published in India in 1995 is, in my
view, a book that offers a comprehensive analysis of Tamil society and
culture for the uninitiated like me. This book provides a bridge of
understanding between the Sri Lankan Tamils and the Sinhalese, who
constitute the majority of the Island's population.

This book consists of seven essays submitted at different times by
Prof. Sivathamby to several international seminars and journals. particularly
to LANKA published in Sweden. His close association with other Sri Lankan
scholars in social sciences, such as Kumari Jayawardena, Charles Abeyesekra
and Newton Gunasinghe has given his essays a stamp of sociological validity.

The seven essays cover a wide range of interests: ethnicity, religion,
culture, society, politics and so on. On the whole, these essays give the
reader an overall picture of Sri Lankan Tamil society and culture and the
impact of current political trends on them. The reader thus gets a realistic
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understanding of a society and culture that is facing one of the gravest crises
in recent history.

His book opens with an introductory essay on "Tamils of Sri Lanka"
discussing their ethnological origins and affinities. It focuses attention on
matters that Sri Lankans, the Sinhalese in particular, have taken for granted
for years. For the ordinary Sinhalese, the Tamils are a homogeneous group
that thinks and acts alike but Prof. Sivathamby reminds us that nothing is
far from the truth.

In this essay, the writer focuses his attention on the differences that
exist, firstly, between the Tamils of Sri Lanka and the Tamilians of South
India, secondly between the so-called "Sri Lankan Tamils" and "Indian
Tamils" of the tea plantations, and thirdly between the two major Tamil
formations within Sri Lankan Tamils : "Jaffna Tamils" and :"Batticaloa
Tamils".

This essay gives the reader a realistic understanding of the role of
caste in a traditional society that is being gradually transformed into a modem
society due to social forces such as westernization, politicization, and
modemization. The writer speaks of another force, that of Sanskritization,
that "led to the absorption of many of the intermediate caste groups onto
the higher groups and to many of the lower groups to be independent of
the religious isolation that the higher castes tried to impose on them" (p.21)

The next two essays relate to matters of religion. The second essay
on "Divine Presence and/or Social Prominence" is an inquiry into the role
of the places of worship in Jaffna Tamit society. "Anyone interested in a
study of religiosity among the Tamils" reminds Prof. Sivathamby, "should
be aware of the distinction between "worship" and "prayer™ (p.25} and
goes on to explain this distinction in relation tc temples, deities worshipped,
priests who manage them and so on.

The third essay also relates to religion : "The Ideology of Saiva-
Tamil Integrity- Its Socio Historical Significance in the Study of Jaffna Tamil
Society". He maintains that despite the existence of several Tamil formations,
such as Jaffna Tamil, Batticaloa Tamil and Vanni Tamil. "it is an indisputable
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fact of history that it was the Jaffna Tamil who had been most articulate
politically and, if we go through the Tamil demands put forward at various
times, we could easily detect also the fact that it was the "problem" of the
Jaffna Tamil that had been universalized as the problem of the Sri Lankan
Tamils" (p.61)

This essay discusses in detail how "the Tamil Jaffna society developed
two ideologies which have been the main source of its social, intellectual,
cultural and political sustenance : (a) the Saiva-Tamil ideology propounded
by Arumuka Navalar and (b) the reformist liberal ideology of the Youth
Congress" (p.63) This essay presents the formation and the subsequent
history of the continuity of the Saiva-Tamil ideology.

The fourth essay which touches on the questions of ethnicity and
politics suggests "Strategies and Mechanisms for the Promotion of National
Integrity". Insisting on the necessity of "getting the questions correctly before
sitting down to answer them" (p.73) Prof. Sivathamby states the question
thus : "How to be a Sri Lankan and also a Sinhalese / Tamil / Muslim at one
and the same time, without one identity not being submerged by or
subsumed within the other?"

In this essay, the writer does not hesitate to issue a warning to all
those who are seriously concerned with the question of National Integrity :
"The writing on the wall is quite clear. If we do not make a sincere attempt
to develop a sense of "nation-ness" on the basis of ethnic specifics and a
common will and need to live together, Separation is not far off" (p.87)

The next three essays are of political relevance. The essay on "Cultural
Heterogeneity and Political Homogeneity" is, as the writer says, "an analytical
sketch of the viability of federalism as a constitutional answer to the Language
and the National Questions with special reference to Sri Lanka" (p.88)

By providing such an analytical sketch the writer seeks "to show that
(a) an acceptable adoption of the federal solution depends on the historical
traditions and the socio-cultural disposition of the communities within a
pluralistic territory, and that (b) the substance of federalism could very well
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be incorporated by such innovative administrative measures as
decentralization, regional autonomy etc." (p.88)

The sixth essay, titled ""e Sri Lankan Tamil Question 1977 - 1983"
is "a survey of the Tamil political demands and activities in Sii Lanka since
1977 including an analysis of the socio-economic and ideological orientations
of the struggle"". As we know, the year 1983 marks the culmination of another
period of ethnic violence in Sri Lanka. This essay provides an insight into
actions and responses of the parties concerned in the present struggle.

The final essay covers the developments from 1983 to 1986. Titled
"The Human Rights Factor in the Sri Lankan Ethnic Conflict" this essay
focuses attention on Human Rights issues particularly in times of ethnic
conflicts. The writer feels that unless the government tells the Sinhala people
that what is given to the Tamil people is what they need and deserve, the
Tamil problem will not be solved. Concludes Prof. Sivathamby "This is a
national problem and should be solved at that level" (p.189)

Prof. Sivathamby's writings have laid bare the roots of the ethnic
struggle that has brought tension to the Tamils of Sri Lanka. However his
writings are not simply academic analyses but writings of a committed
peace lover that carry an unambiguous message to resolve this problem so
that all Sri Lankans can live in an atmosphere of peaceful coexistence.

Prof. Sivathamby is a man of peace and understanding, As a
convinced Marxist his interests go beyond the narrow confines of caste,
creed and religion . As a scholar of language and literature, he still has faith
that if we are sincere we can resolve the present crises, As a Tamil who has
lived among the Sinhalese, ie knows that the Sinhalese, as a people, are
not averse to peaceful solutions. Let us hope that his mission to regain the
"paradise lost" would succeed.
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This is what they Say

Kesavan Velauthat, Prof. of. History, Mangalore University in
his presidential Address " Indian Historical years" 58th session, at
Bangalore (1997) has made the following referance:

"The early historical period of the deep South, which
folowed the prehistoric period, witnessed the emergence,
maturing and dissolution of a clearly dentifiable social
formation. It was more or less coterminous with the be-
ginning of the Iron Age in this part of the country. Iron
itself appears to have, as it were, arrived in South India
without a preceding Copper/Bronze Age or a Chalcolithic
Age. While the implications of this jump are very seri-
ous, we do not take it up as it is beyond our scope in this
paper. Historians assign a variety of sources to this pe-
riod: the megaliths and their furniture; the hero stones;
the Tamil Brahmi cave labels; the early Tamil antholo-
gies (the "Sangam texts"); punch-narked coins, references
in the Arthasastra and in Asokan edicts and an occa-
sional sherd of the Northern Black Polished Ware; Greco-
Roman accounts and the archaeology and numismatics
of Roman presence and so on. An impression of a glori-
ous civilization, which lasted for a few centuries with no
substantial change. is created by historians from V.
Kanakasabhai to N. Subramanyan. That historiography
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has been also responsible for looking at this civilization
as representing the "classical”" period of South Indian his-
tory, which rubbed shoulders with the Roman empire
with which it had extensive trade relations. Recent writ-
ings, however, do not entertain such a conceit. The work
of scholars such as K. Kailasapathi. K. Sivathamby, Kamil
Zvelebil, George D. Hart III, R. Champakalakshmi,
M.G.S. Narayanan, Rajan Gurukkal and others has made
a more realistic appreciation of the sources, placing them
within a perspective derived from a combined use of the
social sciences. Our inderstanding of the social formation
there is indebted to the work of these scholars."

Dr.K.Rajan (Thanjavur) in an article for the publication "TamilNadu
Archaeological Prospective” (Editor : K. Damoderan. Department of
Archaeology, Government of Tamil Nadu, Chennai- 1999) says -

....Till seventies scholars used the literature to draw the
political history of Tamil Nadu and viewed the social.
economic, political, cultural aspects as mutually exclu-
sive categories and not as a single entity. Greater part of
their energy was spent on the Dravidian - Aryan issues.
This approach led them to view the society as static with-
out responding to the contemporary development. There
was hardly any correlation with archaeological findings.
Only in the last 25 years scholars like R. Champa-
kalakshmi. Rajan Gurukkal, Sivathemby, Sudrashan
Seneviratne viewed the society as dynamic and ponder
the gradual transformation by intergrating data coming
from different disciplines. They treated the text with a
view to understand the socio-economic process that took
place in different ecological zones namely tinal (tinal -
literally means a situation either behavioural or physi-
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ographic). The social process that took place in different
ecological zones also has not been adequately explained
due to the lack of field studies. For instance, all the schol-
ars had an unanimous view that fertile region (marutam)
played a major role in the development of a particular
society but ignored the pointed advances made in the
complete pastoral and dry zones (mullai and palai) like
kongu region where the geological wealth like ironore
and semi-precious stones contributed enormously in
upliftment of the society..."

Mr. Ganapathy Subbiah to Visvabharathi University, Santiniketan,
in his work on "Roots of Tamil Religions Thought" published in 1991
by Pondicherry Institute of Linguistic and Culture, says -

"... The study of South Indian history and culture has
come a long way during the past three decades. Subject-
ing the available source-material to a penetrating and
rigorous analysis, scholars have elevated the discourse
on different phases of South Indian history and culture
to a level of sophistication unknown before. The contri-
butions of J.R. Marr, N. Subramanian, F. Gros, K.
Kailasepathy, A.K. Ramanujan, K.V. Zvelebil,
K.Sivathamby and G.L. Hart on the ancient period, and
those of Burton Stein, Noburu Karashima, Friedhelm
Hardy, David Shulman, and Norman Cuter on the medi-
eval period are but some of the recent studies which,
taken together, provide a new and deeper analysis of early
South Indian society in general and of the ancient and
medieval Tamil source material in particular..."



Karthigesu Sivathamby AT A GLANCE

(I) PERSONAL HISTORY
NAME : KARTHIGESU SIVATHAMBY
PRESENT POSITION : * Emeritus Professor of Tamil, University of Jaffna.

DATE OF BIRTH
PARENTS

EDUCATION

EMPLOYMENT

* (Chairman, NOKKU - a research organization for
the study of Tamil Culture and its interactions with
other cultures.

: 10th May 1932
: Pandit Saiva Pulavar T.P. Karthigesu

Mrs. Valliyammai Karthigesu

: (a) University

* PhD (Drama in Ancient Tamil Society)
University of Birmingham 1970.

* MA (Tamil) University of Ceylon 1963.

* B.A (History, Economics and Tamil)
University of Ceylon 1956.

(b) Pre University
* Zahira College - Colombo 1949-53.

* Vigneswara College, Karaveddi, 1948

: (a) University Service

1. Senior Professor 1994-1998

2. Professor (Merit Award of Personal chair)
From 16-11-1984

3. Associate Professor (Merit Promotion)
06-09-1976 ‘
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4. Senior Lecturer 01-03-1976 to 05-09-1976
5. Lecturer 1970 to 1976

6. Assistant Lecturer 1965 to 1970

(b) Universities (Where employed)

1. Vidyodaya University,
later Vidyodaya Campus of University Sri Lanka
now University of Sri Jayawardenapura
1965 to 1978.

2. Jaffna Campus of University of Sri Lanka,
now University of Jaffna
01-08-1978 - 30-10-1996.

3. Eastern University of Sri Lanka
(Professor on contract)
01-11-1996 - 31-10-1998

(¢) Prior to University Service

*  Simultaneous Interpreter, House of
Representatives (Parliament 1961 to 1965)

* Teacher, Zahira College, Colombo. 1965 to 1961.
1963 to Rubawathy Nadarajah

Three Daughters - Krittika Balasekar,
Dharini Bhuvan and Vardhani.

Four Grandchildren -
Viduran, Saeyone, Sowmiyan and Tarangini.

(II) AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

01. Literary History of the Tamils

02. Literary Criticism

03. Social History of the Tamils

04. Culture and Communication among Tamils
05. Tamil Drama

(II1). ACADEMIC STANDING
0l. HONORARY DEGREE & AWARDS

(a) Thiru Ve - ka Award for Outstanding Tamil Scholorship, Government of
Tamil Nadu, India 2000
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Award of D.Litt. (Honoris Causa) by University of Jaffna in recognition of
service done there 1998

Sri Lanka - Japan Friendship Society Banka Award in the year of the Golden
jubilee of Srilanka indepandence (1948-1998) as one of the 12 personalities
who made distinguished contributions in the field of Arts and Literature - (
for contributions to Sri Lanka Tamil Literature) - 1998

Man of the year Award - Governor North East Province, for services rendered
to Tamil (1998)

Arts council, Faculty of Law - University of Colombo prominent
personalities - contribution to Tamil Literature - 2000

In International Biographical Centre, Cambridge as

(1) One of 2000 Outstanding scholars of the 20th Century.
(2) One of 2000 Outstanding Inte]lectugls of the 20th Century.

American Biographical Association -Medal of Honour, Halkmark 2000

VISITING PROFESSORSHIPS, FELLOWSHIPS
ACADEMIC ASSIGNMENTS ETC.

Visiting Professor, International Institute of Tamil Studies Chennai -
November 1998 - November 1999.

Consultant, Tamil Language Teaching (ADB Project) - National
Institute of Education, Sri Lanka. October 1995 - September 1996.

Academic Assesor for Dept. of Indian Studies, University of Malaya,
Kualalampur. 1995-1996, 1996-1997.

Senior Research Fellow-Donner Institute, Abo Academy, Finland
October 1992 to January 1993.

Guest Lecturer-Dept.of Music & Theatre, University of Oslo, ’
Norway, January 1993.

Visiting Scholar-Research Associate Centre for South Asian Studies,
University of California-Berkeley U.S.A. October to November 1989.

* programe included lectures at Harvard and Wisconsin.

Guest Professor of Tamil - Dept. of History of Religions,
Uppsala University, Sweden-March to April 1989.

UGC Visiting Professor of Tamil - Dept. of Tamil Literature,
University of Madras
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* Offer for one year - undertook assignment only for 6 months October
1987 to April 1988.

Guest Research for 1988-NORDIC INSTITUTE OF ASIAN STUDIES
Lectures at Scandinavian Universities September to October 1988

Senior visiting Fellow - Center of South Asian Studies University od
Cambridge, England. March to May 1984, August to September 1984.

Discussant - United Nations University, South Asia project since 1986 to
1990.

Visitor-American Studies Research Centre, Hyderabad, India June 1984

Visitor-Centre of Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi, India. August 1982.

Visitor-Advanced Centre for the Study of Linguistics, Annamalai University,
September 1982.

Senior Research Fellow - Tamil University, Thanjavur, India. April to
September 1982.

03. GUIDANCE AND ASSESSMENT OF POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

@

(b)

Guiding M.Phil & Ph.D. students at the University of Jaffna in the field of
Tamil Studies and Fine Arts, University of Jaffna.

Has been an assessor of postgraduate dissertations in Tamil and allied studies
for the following Universities:

University of Kerala, India.

University of Madras, India.

Madurai Kamaraj University, India.

University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.
Bandaranaiake Centre for International Studies.
Uinversity of Jaffna.

Bharathidasan University Trichy India, Pondicherry University.

04. MEMBERSHIP IN EDITORIAL COMMITEES OF LEARNED

ACADEMIC JOURNALS

Member, Editorial Board TAMIL LEARNING, published by the World
Conference on Teaching of Tamil, Singapore.

Social Science Review, published by the Social Scientist Association of Sri
Lanka. 1978-1997.
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(c)

(d)

The Sri Lanka Journal of South Asian Studies, University of Jaffna. June
1986-1996.

South Asian Folklorist-Folklore Resources and Research Centre, St. Xavers
College, Palayamkottai, India.

05. VISITING LECTURERSHIP FOR COURSES IN OTHER

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

®

(2)
(h)

UNIVERSITIES AND INSTITUTIONS

History of World Theatre and of Tamil Drama for Postgraduate Diploma in
Education (Drama in Theatre Arts) Colombo Campus of University of Sri
Lanka. 1975 to 1977.

Mass Media and Communication for Tamil Medium for students doing the
course on Communication Studies at the Vidyalankara Campus of the
University of Sri Lanka, 1973 to 1976.

Translation Methods in Tamil for students of the Dept. of Linguistics,
Vidyalanakra Campus of the University of Sri Lanka. 1974 to 1979.

Principles of Art and Art Criticism for Tamil Medium students of Institute
of Aesthetic Studies, Colombo. 1976 to 1977.

History of Communication for course in Journalism - University of Colombo,
1977. ‘

literary Criticism for B.Ed. students (Tamil Medium) National Institute of
Education (NIE), 1996-97.

Drama & Theatre Arts for B.Ed students (Tamil Medium) NIE, 1997.

Principles of Communication - course in Journalism Media Training Institute,
Ministry of Information and Health, June 1997.

Communication Studies - Journalism Course-University od Colombo since
1998.

06. CURRICULUM DESIGNING AT UNIVERSITY LEVEL

University of Jaffna (1978-1995)

* Designed the Curriculum for General and Special courses in Drama &
Theatre Arts and Fine Arts, 1985-6 to 1990.

(This was the first time ever Tamil Medium courses were designed in these
subjects at the University level for first degree. These formats are now adopted
in other Tamil medium Universities in Sri Lanka teaching these courses.)

* Member-Desigining of Degree courses in dancing and Music. Ramanathan
Academy - 1992.
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(b)

(c)

* Revision of courses for Diploma in Music and Dance, Ramanathan Academy
- 1985.

* Restructuring of the Tamil Curriculum for General and Special Students -
1980.

Vidyodaya University (1965-1978)
* Designed the syllabus for Tamil first degree 1972.
Other Universities

* Member, Curriculum Committee for designing syllabus of "Cultural
studies” for degree course in Development Studies-Colombo Campus of
the University of Sri Lanka -1973.

* Member, Curriculum Committee that drafted the syallabus for
Communication studies VIDYALANAKARA CAMPUS - 1974

* Consultant for Designing (Tamil studies) South Eastern University, Sti
Lanka 1997.

07. ASSISTANCE PROVIDED TO STATE INSTITUTIONS ON

02.

03.

04.

0s.

06.
07.

08.

EDUCATIONAL. CULTURAL AND CONNECTED MATTERS
Curriculum Development

. Drafted Tamil (first) Language Syllabus for Teacher Training College, for

Teacher Training Colleges Division, Ministry of Education 1971 to 1975.

Member, Advisory Commitee on Text-Book writing (Tamil Readers) of the
Educational Publications Dept. 1971 to 1976.

Member, Advisory Committee for the writing for Text-Book on Drama &
Theatre Arts for G.C.E (A/L) for Curriculum.

Division Center and Educational Publication, Dept 1978 to 1979.

Member, Committee for Drafting Tamil Litrarture G.C.E. (A/L) NIE 1994-
95,

Member, Revision of Drama Syllabus for G.C.E. (A./L.) 1995 - National
Institute of Education 1995.

Drafted - Tamil Literature Syllabus for G.C.E. (O/L) NIE 1994-95.

Resource person - Curiculum designing and developing Tamil Language
(Grade 6 -13) National Institute of Education. 1995-98.

Consultant - Curriculum vfor Vipulananda Academy of Music and Dance,
Batticaloa.
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09.

Consultant-Designer-Curriculum for Teaching Tamil to Expartriate Tamil

" Children Living in the West Switzerland- 2000.

10.

(b)
01.

02.

03.

©
01.

02.

(2)

(b)
©)
(d

(e)

®

Consultant-Curriculum for Teaching Bharatanatyam & Classical Carnatic
Music to expatriate Tamil Children, Switzerland - 2000.

Glossary Making

Member, Advisory Committee for the Official Languages Dept. 1971 to
1973.

Member, Advisory Committee for Glossary making in Drama and Theatre
Arts. 1977 to 1979.

Member, Glossary Committee, University of Jaffna. 1973-1996.
Broadcasting

Member, Advisory Committee on Tamil Broadcasting, Sri Lanka
Broadcasting Corporation. 1977 to 1995.

Member, Advisory Committee for Designing and Producing an Audio-
cassette on Sri Lanka Tamil Life and Music, for Sri Lanka Broadcasting.
Corparation 1986.

Book Development

Member, Executive Committee Member, National Book Development
Council 1972 to 1976.

Cultural Policy

Member, Committee for formulating Cultural Policy, North Eastern
Provincial Council, Trincomalee - 1996.

OFFICES IN ACADEMIC AND CULTURAL BODIES

Chairman, Advisory Panel for Tamil Literature Council of Sri Llanka 1975
to 1977.

Chairman, Tamil Drama Panel, Cultural Council of Sri Lanka 1971 to 1975.
Secretary, Tamil Drama Panel, Arts Council of Ceylon 1956 to 1965.

Member, Council of Management, Social Scientists Association of Sri Lanka.
1978-1998.

Member Council of Management Sri Lanka Unit of the International
Association for Tamil Research, since 1979.

Member, Executive Committee of American Studies Association of Sri Lanka
1988 to 1989, 1992-1993,
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g) Member, Council for Administration, National Institute of Education
Maharagama 1994-1996.

09. PUBLICATIONS
1. Books and Monographs
(a) In Tamil

01. Markkantan Valaveenam Natakam (Edition of two folk dramas with critical
introduction

* Colombo - 1963.

02. Airopiya Varalarusurrukam (Tamil Translation of Grant's Outlines of
' European History)

* Colombo - 1996.

03. Tamil Cirukatayin Torramum Valarchiyum (The Evoluton of the short story
in Tamil)

* Madras - 1966
*2nd Ed. - 1978
* Reprint - 1981

04. Valvai Vattilinkampillai (1943-1900) (Introductory biography of a
Hindu Tamil Scholar from Jaffna)

* Jaffna - 1975.
05. Eelatil Tamil llakkiyam (Tamil Literature in Sri Lanka)
* Madras - 1978
Revised 2nd Ed - 1987
06. Navalum Valkaiyum (The Novel & Life) |
* Madras - 1978, '
Revised 2nd Ed - 1988.
07. lakkiyattil Murupokkuvatam (Progressivism in Literature)
* Madras- 1978

08. Tanittamiliyakkatin Araciyat Pinnani (Political Background of the Pure Tamil
movement)

* Madras - 1979
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09.

10.

11.

12.

13,

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

llankkaittamil Nattar Valakkiyal (The Sri Lankan Tamil Folklore)

(Ed) Collection and Seminar Papers)

* Jaffna - 1980.

1lakkiyamum Karuthunilaiyum (Literature & Ideology)

* Madras-1981.

Ilakkananmum Samuka Uravukalum (Grammar & Social Relationship)
* Madras - 1981,1999.

Tarkkalttamil Hakkiyatti Varumayum Catiyamum (Povetry & Casteism
Modern Tamil Literature) Keynote Paper in the collection

* Madras -1981.
Tamilccamukamum atan cinemavum (The Tamil Society and its cinema)
* Madras - 1981. .

Tamil Ilakkiyattil Matamum Manudamum (Religion and Humanism in Tamil
Literature)

* Madras 1993.
Revised 2nd Ed-1995

Parati-Maravivu Mutal Mahakavi Varai (Bharathi-from death discovery as a
major poet Co-author A. Marxs)

* Madras 1987.
Tamilil Ilakiya Varalaru (Literary History in Tamil)
* Madras - 1987, 1998.

Tamilppanpattin Milkantupitippu (The Rediscovery of Tamil Culture the
role of the west)

* Point pedro - 1989.

Panpattu Uruvakkatil Pattinkaikavin Panku (The role of the Press in Culture
formation Presidential Address & Summary (ed) Saravana Balu.

* Madras - 1989.

Yalppanatil Tatarpum Panpadum (Culture and Communication in Jaffna)
Eelakesari Ponniah Memorial Lecture.

* Jaffna - 1991.
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20.

21.

22,

23

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Yalppana Camukattai Vilankikkollal (Understanding Jaffna Society)
* Colombo - 1993.

Tamil Translation of A Memory of Solferino by a Henri Duinant, for the
International Red Cross (with K. Sockalingam)

1993,
Tamil Karpittalil Unnatam

Text of Keynote address delivered at the 1st World Tamil Teachers
Conference.

* Singapore 1994, Jaffna 1995 Chennai 1996.

Editor - Illankai Malyaakatt Tamilar Panpatum Karuthunilaiyum (Culture
and Ideology of the Plantation Tamils of Sri Lanka)

* Udhayam - Colombo - 1993.

Tamil Panpatil Kristavam (Christianity in Tamil Culture)
(Ed) A.J.V. Chandrakanthan

* Jaffna - 1993;

Oru Yanaikku Tunivu Pirakkiratu (Co-translator, Book for Children affected
by ethnic conflict-original by Dr. Nancy Brown) - 1994.

Tamilccmukamum atan panpattu milkantupilippum

* N.C.B. Madras - 1995. ‘
Yalpanattin Pulamaittuva Marapu (The Intellectual Traditions of Jaffna)
* Colombo - 1995.

Karkai Neriyaka Aranku (Drama as a Curri'cular Course)

* (Ed). Madras - 1996.

Peraciriyar Kanapathippillai (Text of memorial lecture on Professor K.
Kanapathipillai)

* Colombo - 1997.

Chapter in "Purananoorrilirintu Putukkavitai” varai (From Purananuru to
New poetry an overview of the development of Tamil poetry in book of the
same title (ed) Mathusoothanan.

* Colombo -1997.
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31.

32.

33.

34.

33.

(b)

36.

Fi.

38.

39

40.

41.

Part I & II in Aranku (Theater) (Co-authors S. Mownaguru &
K.Thilaganathan)

* Colombo - 1999

Thiravitakkaruttunilaiyin Inraiya Pornttapatu Makkal Publications
* Chennai - 1999.

Matamum Kavitayum - Makkal Publications

* Chennai 1999.

Yalppaanam Chamukam - Panpatu, Karuttunilai

* Colombo - 2000

Ilankait-tamilar yar-ever (Text of Lesson),

* Colombo Tamil Sangam, 2000

In English

The Tamil Film as a medium of Political Communication

* Madras - 1981 (Tamil & Sinhala traslations of this have appeared in
Colombo) :

* Madras - 1988 and Colombo- 1997.

Drama in Ancient Tamil Society

* Madras - 1981.

Literary History in Tamil - a historiographical analysis

* Tamil University Thanjavur - 1986.

Chapter on Tamil Novel in the Growth of Indian Novel (ed) P.K. Rajan.
* Abinav, New Delhi - 1989.

Introduction to the Reprint of Vaiyapuripillai's History of Tamil Language
& Literature (PP. VI-XIII)

* Madras - 1988.

Chapter on American socio-cultural impact in Jaffna Tamil Society in "The
American impact in Sri Lanka (ed) C.R.De. Silva.

* Colombo -1989.
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42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

Chapter on Tamil militants in Sri Lanka in " The Challenge in South Asia"
(ed) P. Wignarajah & Akmal Hussain.

* United Nation University & SAGE New Delhi - 1989.

Tamil Nationalism and social conflicts, Handy Perinbanayakam Comm.
Committee.

* Jaffna - 1986.

Sri Lanka Tamil Society and its politics
* N.C.B.H. Madras - 1995.
Understanding the Dravidian Movement
* N.C.B.H. Madras - 1995.

Studies in Ancient Tamil Society

* N.C.B.H. Chennai - 1998,

10. POSITIONS IN PUBLIC LIFE

02.

03.

04.

0s.

. Chairman, Co-ordinating Commitee of Citizens of North & East of Sri Lanka.

1984-1986.

Member, National Commitee for the Monitoring of the Cessation of
Hostilities (CMCH) 1985-1986.

Chairman, The Refugee Rehabilitation Organization TRRO - Jaffna 1986-
1998.

Chaired the discussion on Cultural Policy for North-East Provincial Council
- 1996.

Patron, Colombo Tamil Sangam (Premier Cultural organization for Tamil
Culture in Colombo from 1942,
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