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The hey days at Vigneswara
V. Thillainathan, Old Student

Though forty years have lapsed since I left Vigneswara, the
teachers who taught me and many of my colleagues who learnt with
me, are still green in my memory. Since there was no Primary section
at Vigneswara in the years before fifties, children from neighbouring
villages had to have their primary education at Maniccavasagar
Vidyalaya and elsewhere ‘and entered Vigneswara in the sixth
standard. I was no exception to this and joined Vigneswara in the
year 1949. Messrs K.V. Kandiah, A. Chinniah and Minnoli ‘Akka’
were the first batch of teachers with whom we started.

I am fortunate, so to say, that I had my entire education at
Vigneswara till I left in the middle part of the fifties seeking my
career. It is appropriate here to bring to memory the phonetician, the
late Mr. T.Balasubramaniam who was the most sought after
personality in those days, by one and all in the Junior and Senior
Secondary classes, who taught us English and Civics in such a
manner as to make those . subjects so interesting. His style of
pronunciation and usage of vocabulary in the most appropriate
contexts were so excellent that we were kept spellbound during his
classes. Mr. Bala used to be the microphone steward too during our
Interhouse Sports Meets and elsewhere at public functions of the
Vadamaradchy Teachers Association. It was a pleasure to hear his
multisonic voice which still reverberates in my ears.
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Our principal at the time Mr. K. Sivapragasam, had just taken
over from Mr. K.G Padmanathapillai, the last of the Indian
Principals, when I joined. The foundation laid By Mr. K.
Sivapragasam, especially in English, still stands in good stead.
Besides English, he taught Mathematics, Tamil, History and a host
of other subjects that came into his realm by virtue of his versatility. I
have seen him just walk into a class where the Subject master was
absent and teach the subject of the period very effectively with a
blend of humour and fun, thus usefully occupying the students.
Talented teachers of this calibre have become a rare commodity
nowadays and we Vigneswarans are proud to have learnt under these
veterans.

Education at Vigneswara was not confined to class room only.
It grew wide in the form of co-curricular activities which comprised
of sports and games, dramatics and oratory and other literary
activities. Special mention must be made of the school Parliament
which constituted the foremost literary activity of the School. My
interests were then fully tied up with the parliament dramatics and
oratory. | remember winning awards in almost all these activities in
school as well as in the competitions held by the V.T.A. My art of
speech making grew from the lower forms where Messrs. S.
Mahesan, S. Balasundaram, for English and Messrs. I Chittampalam
and A. Kanagasabai for Tamil, put me in the right path for my
achievements in the later years.

Some of the plays we staged won prizes at Health week
celebrations of the Circuit and V.T.A. Annual Competitions. Special
mention should b made of a play titled ‘Swabasha’ a term in Sanskrit
— Synonymous to the term “Mother Tongue” the topic of which often
came for debates in the Parliament of Ceylon and among the
politicians in the early part of fifties. This play was based on the
current controversial affair. It won the first prize at the V.T.A. Annual -
competition, held in 1955 — That was the time there was an agitation
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in the country for the switch over from English to Sinhala and Tamil
at the mediums of instruction in Schools.

_ The cry for “Sinhala only” as the official language and the

passage of the official languages Bill in parliament in 1956, brought
about by the then Prime Minister Hon. S.W.R.D. Bandaranayake are
now matters of history and have now gone into oblivion. After four
decades now the politicians and educationists at large have begun to
realise the immense value of English as an International Language.
English is now gaining its pride of place in schools and universities
along with the mother tongues.

It-is no exaggeration to say that way back in 1955, we the
Vigneswarans highlighted the importance of the English Language
through the medium of this play ‘Swabasha’ to everybody concerned.
The hero of the play delivers a speech in English at a political rally
putting across this point of view very effectively. I had the privilege
of playing the lead role in it by virtue of my knack for theatrical
performances.

Mr. A. Subramaniam popularly known as “Artist Master” in
whose thought hatched this satrical theme wrote the script and
directed the play. The speech in English was written by Mr. T.
Balasubramaniam. Quoting from the very speeches of the then
Prime Minister, the cynical terms he used such as microscopic
minority, ‘pseudo nationalist’ etc. Mr. A.S. taught us Geography as
well graphically in addition to his devoted attention to the multi —
pronged activities of the college. There was no work in the school
that went without his hand in it. He got himself involved in almost
every activity of the school right up to the construction of buildings
and furniture. It was he who taught us the Art of Stage — Decorate
each and every celebration of the college. Though I have no penchant
for Fine Arts and never excelled in them appreciably, I used to admire
his work of Art as had been his close followers like P. Visakaperuml,
K. Panchaligam, S. Anandarajah, K. Ganeshamoorthy and others. It
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was heartwarming to know that one of his oil paintings, titled ‘Girl
hood’ had been bestowed with High Commendations by the Ceylon
Society of Arts followed by the Peoples Republic of China in the
early sixties.

The College Parliament came into being from the latter part of
the twenties, when the South Indian educationists came to man the
destinies of the College. It was a unique formation, to an educational
institution, for the type of which we never heard of in existence in
any institution in this part of the country. Basically it provided a
forum for the students to develop their personalities — by way of
practicing the art of speech — making eliminating stage — fright and
indulging in the exercise of discussions and debates on varied
number of current interesting affairs. We Vigneswarans could be
proud of this forum for it successfully existed for more than 25 years
until the mid fifties when the system was abolished to make way for
the Prefects system.

The college parliament practiced parliamentary democracy in
all its aspects. The composition and functions it adopted were more
like the Mother Parliament of Ceylon, but amended to suit the
educational environments of the College.

The Patrons of the parliament who invariably were the Vice
Principal or a Senior Master, guided the affairs. The membership
comprised of students of the Junior and Senior Secondary classes.
Elections were held annually and a Speaker or a Deputy Speaker
elected, presided over the sittings. The governing party comprised of
a Prime Minister, a whip and a Cabinet of Ministers. The Leader of
the Opposition, the alternative Prime Minister, led the opposition
group. The Prime Minister was also considered, the Leader of the
students. The Ministers who held portfolios of Health, Sports,
Religious activities, Finance and Horticulture were also responsible
for the maintenance of discipline among the students.
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It is no coincidence that parliamentarians of the calibre of
Messrs. P. Kandiah, M.Sivasithamparam and K. Jeyakody who made
their mark in the parliament of Ceylon, were also parliamentarians of
our shadow parliament of Vigneswara, during their hey days. There
were yet a few more personalities who held important portfolios in
our College Parliament, dabbled in politics and vied unsuccessfully
to enter the parliament of the country. They were late Messrs. K.C.
Nadarajah, Pon. Kumarasamy and K.C. Mahadevan.

Mr. P. Kandiah was the first to enter the parliament of Ceylon,
groomed in our college, representing Point Pedro. He was a highly
respected parliamentarian of the time, especially in the socialist
arenas. Mr. M. Sivasithamparam who had been the Prime Minister
and speaker of our college parliament in succession, held the post of
Deputy Speaker in the Sri Lankan Parliament while representing
Uduppiddy and Nallur electorate. Mr. K. Jeyakody too was no
exception and contributed in no smaller way than his predecessors,
representing Uduppiddy. Mr. K.C. Nadarajaha noted Barrister was
the manager of this college for a decade and had been the first prime
minister of the College Parliment. Mr. Pon. Kumarasamy held the
speaker post and K.C. Mahadevan had been speaker and Prime
Minister for a successive period.

It may be an anti climax to state that I too was Prime Minister
of the College Parliament. I remember serving first as a Junior
Minister in the Cabinet of late V.P. Sundaralingam (District Judge).
Subsequently I founded a party of my own ‘Students Freedom Party’
and at the next election swept to power. This party became very
popular among the students as it advocated the abolition of caning in
the senior classes. Late Mr. T. Sivalingam (Manager, People’s Bank).
Mr. V. A. Thirugnanasundaram (Director, Tamil Broadcasting
Sri Lanka Broading Corporation), Mr. R. Thillaiampalam (Instructor
of Agriculture), Mr. V. Mahadevan (Senior Executive, Mullar &
Phillips) and Mr. K. Rajanayagam (Ceylon Accountancy Service —
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Treasury) are some of the names that come to memory as ministers
who served in my cabinet.

Oh! Dear Vigneswara!

We hail Thee? in most veneration,
Thou hath lit the fire of wisdom

On, those that sought Thy holy kingdom
Taught them what is right and noble
Guided, to live in peace and plenty
Seeking par with all and sundry.

Thou hath made them men of character
Displaying, their merit and calibre
Whichever field they strive in venture
The brilliance still shine in lusture
There Thou stand in regal splendour
Glowing in joy on things achieved

We thy children, duty bound

Rallying round in gratitude

Our seventy five year old ‘Alma Mater’
Singing songs of days in glory

To, celebrate thy Platinum Jubilee.

kkck
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