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My thoughts on Jaffna

The small plane we travelled touched down on the runway. A pockmarked
tarmac runway, with crimson sand around it and lush green bushes surrounding
it. The only building was one small shelter. Armed soldiers patrolled
everywhere. [ stepped out into the sweltering heat and felt like I was in another
era. The year was 2003, the place — Jaffna Airport.

We drove onto our home village of Navindil, past paddy fields and coconut
trees, past shelled out buildings and groups of soldiers. We slept on straw
mats on the floor, and during the night there was a rainstorm and blackout.
During the day we had to avoid deadly snakes and poisonous insects. Since |
was 11 at the time [ was extremely disappointed to find that the family home
didn’t have a TV or computer.

But then I found that I could wander around the village on my own, exploring
the area, talking to the neighbours, seeing all the animals and wildlife. During
those two weeks, my cousin and I explored every inch of Navindil and loved
it. We saw the work being done on the paddy fields and vegetable patches,
we saw the temple, and we saw the fresh fish at the market, tasted the delicious
food, caught butterflies and on one careless excursion shone torches down
snake holes.

However, our occasion for being there was a sombre one, my grandfather Mr
A Subramanian had passed away days earlier. We pulled up at the family
home to witness a funeral. I looked out at dozens of mourners sitting and
standing around the house, while my grandfather lay at peace.

Only then did I fully realised the legacy he left, I saw hundreds of people
coming through, an entire school group was sent round to observe and give
their respect to the old schoolmaster. [ felt proud that my grandfather received
such respect at his passing away, and saddened that I did not fully see the
respect he could achieve among people when alive.

I’m pleased hear that the Old student’s association of Vigneswara College in
UK is doing sterling work to help the education of its current students, through
the awards of bursaries , scholarships, and the acquiring of new lands for the
school developments. [ feel that the Old Students diaspora is making a healthy
contribution and investment for the future of Karaveddy and its people.

Sancheevan Karunanithy
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J/ VIGNESWARA COLLEGE
T OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION |

st

VIGNESWARA — ORIGIN AND THEREAFTER

Vigneswara is on the threshold of scoring an unbeaten century. I refer to the
completion of a centenary of uninterrupted service by 2017. The result and
benefit to the students particularly in Karaveddy is inestimable. The anxious
expectation of such a landmark event coupled with general power cut imposed
on a powerless public occasioned thoughts and reminiscences of Vigneswara.
[ thank the Vigneswara OSA of London for the conferment of an opportunity
to translate my thoughts into words.

During the colonial days, English was the medium of instruction and the
language of administration. IPSO FACTO, knowledge of English became a
passport to employment and even social status. In short English education
was a sine-qua-Non for advancement in life. So there was a historical need
for a institution for the teaching of English.

The Christian missionaries, blessed with resource and means, welcomed the
opportunity with open arms. The result was a proliferation of Schools run by
missionaries particularly during the last quarter of the 19" Century and early
part of the 20" century. Of course, the accent was on English Education.

This process provoked understandable reaction from the Hindus. They viewed
the situation with anxiety and concern. Almost contemporaneously, there was
a Hindu resurgence. The late Arumuganavlat led the movement for the revival
of interest in the theory and practice of Hinduism. It is history that the
movement gathered momentum encompassing almost every aspect of the life
of Hindus.

A part of this process was the realization of the necessity of School; for Hindus
to study in a Hindu atmosphere, Hindu activities and philanthropists pooled
their resources and devoted their energies for the starting of Hindu schools
for both vernacular and English education. Hindu schools sprang up in the
entire Jaffna district.
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Karaveddy did react. Fortunately perhaps, there was Hindu philamthropist
by the name of Mr. Veeravagu Sittampalam popularly known as Siththamaniam
who had the will and the means to perform the task — a historical opportunity.
He started a few Vernacular Schools. He also conceived the idea of an English
School for the Hindu students of Karaveddy. The baby of that conception is
the Vigneswara of today.

Like any other School, Vigneswara had its humble beginnings. In fact it started
with a few huts. With the passage of time, as needs increased, there has been
a progressive supply of physical and other resources. With the succession of
eminent principals and competent staff, Vigneswara gradually made its mark
in terms of performance. Its fame spread far and wide and by the late forties,
students from without Karaveddy had come in numbers to pursue their
education.

Vigneswara produce its share of personnel to man various professions. The
old students had adorned with distinction various position in the public and
private sector.

Comparatively speaking, one of the most memorable achievements was the
initiation of senior students in to the principles and practice of democratic
parliamentary governance. A parliament essentially in the line of our own
national parliament was formed with the senior students as the constituents.

A speaker prime minister and leader of the opposition were duly and
democratically elected. Business was conducted in terms of the National
parliament with policies presented and debated. There was heated and humors
exchanges, of course under the watchful eye of the speaker. This served not
only as a forum for understanding and practicing the basics of parliamentary
system but also was a plat form to develop the rhetorical and wonder
Vigneswara produce d not less than three parliamentarians viz M. F. P. Kandiah,
M. Sivasithamparam and K. Jeyakkody who made their mark in the National
scene in their own unique way.

The Sri Lankan government has introduced an “Isuru scheme” whereby one
school is selected in each Divisional Secretariat Division and provided
resources so as to ensure quality education to the students. It is expected that
that this will prevent the exodus of students from rural areas to urban areas.
In addition to the spread of well the varied problems faced by students who
have to travel many miles away from their permanent residence in search of
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quality schools. Five schools have thus far been selected in the Jaffna District.
Vigneswara is one beneficiary.

Ahigh powered team of education is headed by a director visited Vigneswara
on the 20" of September, 2009. The college was formally inducted in to the
Isuru scheme. This was followed by a workshop for the empowerment of the
staff. Later a team of engineers inspected the site for the purpose of construction
of building including an administrative complex. Both teams evinced
transparency, flexibility and a readiness for open dialogue. The fruitful
interaction among the teams, principal, staff, old students association and
physical resources as well as other educational needs.

It is opportune that old students and well wishers spread over the globe rally
round Vigneswara. It is recorded with appreciation that associations of old
students based in Karaveddy, Canada, L.ondon and Colombo have been acting
in union and pooled their resources for the betterment of Vigneswara. Let us
act with greater vigor sense of purpose for the greater glory of our Alma
matter.

[ take this opportunity to send greetings to all old students spread all over the
world.

By the time we celebrate our centenary in 2017, Vigneswara may well have
risen to the status of a National School, May Vigneswara grow from strengths
to strengths.

Truth Triumphs
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d ulg vegetarian =

We are specialist in srilankan and south Indian foods.
Also we do birthday parties, wedding
ceremonies,Puberty ceremonies with special package.

100 string hoopers with sothi and sambal £15.00

We also make dosai, Idly, Milk hopper and Plain hopper
Rice with 5 curries and vadai payasam papadom and butter
chilli.... Over 100 portion £3.00 each

Please make the order early as possible to avoid

disappointment.
. . 30ckley Road , Croydon CRO 3DR
Our reputation is .. 0,06 6osaps
your Mobile: 07802 746779

: Mrs.Baby Vanaja Shabanathan
recommendation

CELINE Food & Wine

OFF LICENCE & GROCERIES
6 The Parade
Mitcham Road

Croydon CR0O 3HL 5
We sell Srilankan, Indian, Polish p“‘"nb‘._
and Caribbean foods and beers,
wines as a special price.

Opening Times: Tel: 0208 683 4422

Mon - Thu 8.00a.m to 10.30p.m
Fri & Sat 8.00a.m to 11.00p.m
Sun 9.00a.m to 10.30p.m Mail: Jeyam_3@hotmail.com

=
r\r
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[ ESTATE AGENTS B
» Mortgage » Remortgage
BUSINESS LOANS FOR
» Shops P Petrol Stations & Hotels

» Sales - Lettings - Mortgages

9 St. James Road,
Croydon
Surrey CRO 2SB

Tel : 020 8683 1313 -

—*~ - ( Fax:0208684 0444




Jewellers & Gem Merchants

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 230 Upper Tooting Road

10.00am - 6.30pm London SW17 7TEW
SUNDAY

11.00am - 5.30pm 020 8767 3445

122 Upper Tooting Road
London SW17 7EN

Tel: 020 8672 1900

Season’s best is Summer
Saree’s Best is Silk Emporim Sarees

UJestienn
Jewellers & Textiles

5,Plaza Parade,
29-33 Ealling Road, 3

Wembley, Middlesex
HAO 4YA 13
Tel: 020 8903 0909




Tel : 208 552 9578

414-416 High Street North East Ham London E12

&

259 - 261, London Road West Croydon

NET PRINTERS: 020 8265 0219
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