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Creetings
N.Chinniyah
Retd.Accountant.

Uthirawathai,
Puloly North East,
Point Pedro.

It is with great pleasure that I send my greetings to the principal,
staff and students of J/Puloly East GT.M. School, point pedro for releasing
a magazine to commemorate the Golden jubilee celebratioh of the school.
It is often said that the central aim of any educational policy is to make
sure that the right things are taught to the right pupils by the right teachers
in the right school. The problem of how and when and by whom and io

whom is one which depends upon the greater number of variables.

Your school stands a true examples to these expectations one cannot
but wonder how a small school with limited resources could venture to
bring out a magazine of this nature. My sincere thanks to the principal in
particular and the staff and pupils in general for their dedication and

commitments in releasing this magazine.

A Chinese proverb goes thus.:- “He who thinks in weeks plants grass,
he who thinks In years plants trees and he who thinks in centuries educates

2

men.

Your school thinks in centuries.
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CONTRASTIVE APPROACH TO SECOND LANGUAGE TEACHING

Introduction

Learning strategies, which have been defined
as “specific actions, behaviours, steps or techniques
used by learners to enhance their own learning” are
often considered essential in facilitating the learning
of a foreign language. More specifically, if teachers
intend to maximize learners’ potential, efforts need
to be made to train learners to use strategies that
can improve their learning effectiveness (Larsen-
Freeman, 2000). This leads us to consider the
possible ways in which strategy training should be
conducted. If strategies are taught in ways that are
not suited to the needs of the learners, it may be
difficult to expect any desired resuit in strategy training
over the short term. It is therefore important to look
into various factors affecting the learning process
before attempts are made to design strategy training,

One of the factors influencing the learning
process and the use of strategies mentioned above
is interference or negative transfer, which may be
defined as “the use of a negative language pattern or
rule which leads to an error or inappropriate form in
the target language” (Richards, Platt and Platt, 1992,
p-205). The term ‘iuserference’, however, has also
been used to refer to transfer of a learner’s previous
or existing knowledge of the target language while
learning the same language. Errors may therefore
occur as a result of such intralingual interference,
which involves an application of general training
strategies similar to those manifested in first language
learning.

{. gtf'janmujanatﬁw an,
Iecturer in fnjfi'.sF Ianjucge,
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Source of learner errors.

There are admittedly a number of potential
pitfalls to watch out for when analyzing leamer English
as the “errors” it contains, It is difficult, for example,
to form a clearidea of what exactly is an error. What
sounds ‘wrong’ or ‘foreign’ to one researcher may
seem quite acceptable to another. It is also difficult
to establish what caused a learner to make a
particular error — analysis is usually carried out in
the absence of the learner in question and it is not
always the case that the analysist is proficient in the
learner’s mother tongue. Sc it is not always easy to
establish whether an error is attributable to
interference or for example, simple lack of
concentration; classroom misunderstanding, pure
accident, or even interference from another third
language the learner has been in contact with. So
there is still much to be gained from taking a much
closer look at learner English inall its varieties.

Similarities or perceived similarities between
languages can exist to varying degrees in the
pronunciation and stress patterns of the languages,
in grammatical structures of sentence, in word order,
tense usage, verb inflections, in their pragmatics and
style, and in the way they deal with questions and
negatives, to name just a few as well as in the spelling
and the morphology of individual words. It is as
important to be aware of these similarities when we
are learning a language as it is to learn the differences
and in some cases, these similarities can be
capitalized upon to good effect. Where they are not
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purely coincidental, they are the result of contact
between languages, of languages and cultures
rubbing up against one another at some points or
many points, in their long evolution.

Error Taxonomies and Classified Errors

It is necessary to study the characteristics
of the language errors, the pattern of the common
errors, and the situation involved in the errors to help
analyze errors systematically, as well as to
understand, and find causes of such errors. In
addition, the study of errors will improve the process
of second language learning and develop more
information for developing the second language
acquisition theory. In the past, it is believed that most
of the errors were caused by the transformation from
one language to another language. Later, it was found
that the influence of native language on the second
language is quite minimal; that is, it affects only 2-
25% of such errors (Richards,1974). James (1998)
studied Error Taxonomies and classified errors into

two types.

Linguistic category classification

This type of taxonomy specifies errors in
terms of linguistic categories and in terms of where
the error is located in the overall system of the target
language. First, it indicates at what level of language
the error is located: in phonology, grammar, lexis,
text or discourse and if it is grammar level, what
particular grammatical construction does it involve?
Having established the level of the error, one next
asks about its class. Given that it is a grammar error,
does it involve the class of noun, verb, adjective,
adverb, preposition, conjunction or determiner?
Which leads to the assignment of a rank to the error,
in terms of where it lies on the hierarchy of units that
constitute its level, Finally, we need to specify the
grammatical system that the error affects such as
tense, number, voice, countability transitivity.

The surface structure taxonomy

This is the second type of descriptive
taxonomy proposed by Dulay, Burt and Krashen
(1982) who describe this taxonomy as being based

on “the way surface siructures are altered” (1982,
P.150).Errors can occur because of change in surface
structure in specific and systematic ways. James
(1998) states that there are four causes of errors
which have been identified as interlingual errors,
intralingual errors, communication strategy-based
errors and induced errors.

Interlingual errors

These kinds of errors are influenced by the
native languages which interfere with target langnage
learning. Learners translate word by word idiomatic
expressions, vocabulary and even the grammatical
rules of the learners’ first language into the second
language. In contrastive analysis, it is believed that
the type of errors made by the learners of the target
language can be predicted and their causes can be
determined. '

Intralingual errors

These types of errors are caused by the
target language itself. Apart from recourse to L1
transfer, the leamers in ignorance of a target language
form onany level and any class can do of two things:
either either they can set about learning the needed
item, engaging their learning strategies, or they can
try to fill the gap by resorting to communication
strategies. Learning strategies are used for code
breaking while communication strategies are
encoding and decoding strategies. Both types of
strategy can be the source of error.

Positive and negative transfer

When the relevant unit of structure of both
languages is the same, it most often results in correct
language production called positive transfer,
“correct” meaning in line with most L1 speakers’
notions of acceptability. However, that language
interference is often discussed as source errors
known as negative transfer. Negative transfer occurs
when speakers and writers transfer items and
structures that are not same in both languages. Within
the theory of contrastive analysis, the systematic study
of a pair of languages with view to identify their
structural differences and similarities, the greater the
differences between the two languages, the more
negative transfer there should be.
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Language transfer.

Patten (1986) made his observation
pertaining to L2 acquisition and FL teaching.
Language transfer is not the simple transfer of
“habits” as once believed. First—Language influence
is manifested in one of two ways; psycho linguistic
transfer and communicative transfer.

Research on second language acquisition
puts to rest the simplistic notion of transfer of “First—
language habits” an assumption espoused by
behaviourists in the fifties and sixties. Instead of
focusing on differences between the first and second
languages, researchers investigating the role of the
first language in second language acquisition have
turned their attention toward the degree of similarity
between the languages. That is, if and when transfer
occurs in the process by which language is
internalized, it occurs because of similarities, not
differences.

Research on the transfer of lexical meaning
has shown that learners are more likely to use a
transfer strategy when they perceive an overlap
between the first and second languages than when
there are obvious differences. Other research has
documented that transfer occurs when a transitional
stage resembles a structure in the first language. If
transfer is triggered, the result is either more structures
in that stage that look first- language structures or a
protraction of that stage of development. This type
of transfer can be called “Psycho linguistic transfer”,
since it affects how language is internalized or
structured during development.

Regarding psycholinguistic transfer, it is
generally agreed that the influence of the first language
is limited, in that transfer cannot violate the natural
properties of acquisition. In other words, transfer
does not happen willy — nilly in the learner’s
developing linguistic system. Transfer can only
happen when conditions are right. The discovery that
acquisition tends to proceed from unmarked to
marked structures. If a learner’s first language has a
marked rule but the second language has an
unmarked rule, transfer of the first- language rule is
blocked. However, if the first language has an

unmarked rule but the second language has
corresponding marked rule, the first language rule
will most likely transfer. For example, among the
three word orders subject—verb—object (SVO),
subject— object—verb (SOV) and verb-subject—
object (VOS), SVO is the most frequent in the
world’s languages and is considered less marked.
Regarding the formation of yes-No questions, rising
intonation that refrains SVO order (eg. She is leaving
now?) is much more common than subject- verb
inversion (e.g. Is she leaving now?) in natural
languages and is therefore posited as less marked
(actually unmarked in this example). Language
learners acquire the unmarked or less marked forms
more easily than they do more marked forms, and
the unmarked forms emerge first in learner out put.
Thus, a learner of a language with SVO order will
produce Yes- No questions with rising intonation and
the SVO order intact. Research on markedness in
second-language acquisition has included not just
syntax but lexicon, semantics, morphology and
phonology as well.

“Communicative transfer” is the use of first—
language syntax to generate an utterance on the spot
under pressures of communication. It is in a sense,
a, falling back on the first- language system, a type
of mental translation.

For example, instead of ‘He came walking
slowly’ in English, the form ‘He came walking slowly
and slowly.’ can be stated as a direct translation of
the form, © avan mella mella naTanOu vanOaan’ in
Tamil. (The dual occurrence of adverb form is very
frequent in Tamil. Here ‘mnella’ refers to slowly).

Language interference

Nicholls (2002) has explored the language
interference in learning foreign language. According
to his views, when confronted with something new,
itisanatural instinct to look for similarities with things
that are familiar, to try to draw some comparison
with what we know already. Consciously or
unconsciously, we bring what we know to what we
do not, making it impossible to learn any thing
entirely from scratch.
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R o w

interference may oceur if a grammatical category,
such as gender, noun, exists in the target language
but not in the mother tongue or if the two languages
employ different structures to convey a particular
grammatical relationship, such as the passive.

This notion is relevant to the learner’s first
language (Tamil) which also interferes in the
manifestation of L-2 (English) noun forms. In Tamil,
the plural suffix ‘(k) kal” is added to all the countable
nouns uniformly.

For example,

Singular.  Addition Plural

ceyoi - kal ceyoikal (‘News’)
paamam - kal paaOankal (‘Feet’)
kulanOai - kal kulanOaikal (‘Children’)

The words like news, furniture etc. are treated as
countable in Tamil but they are uncountable in
English. Because of this difference in the
morphological process of Tamil and English, the
English leamers whose mother tongue is Tamil, make
anegative transfer on certain elements to English
morphology importing from Tamil morphology
unknowingly. There are instances when learners tend
to make sentences such as:

* The news are read by Ravi.

* The furnitures are made by the carpenter.

* Those childrens are very nice.

* Ungrammatical

The interference of the first language

The comments of Krishnaswamy , Verma
and Nagarajah. (1992) on the influence ofthe L1 in
second language leaming are summarized as follows.

The contrastive analysis hypothesis (CAH)
emphasizes the gravitational pull of the mother tongue
(i.e., the first language) on the process involved in
learning a second language: phonological,
morphological, syntactic and semantic. The
structuralists’ assumption that the learning of a
language is actually the learning of a set of linguistic
habits, characterizes their view of the learning of a
second language too, as the leaming ofa secondary
set of habits; this implies that the primary set of habits

must interfere with the secondary set that is learnt,
wherever the two sets do not have similarities. This
understanding led to the comparison of the linguistic
systems of the first and second languages, and to
the identification of errors that could be attributed
to the difference between the two systems (p93)

Another important factor that is to be taken
into account is the notion of markedness. In a
language, if construction A is rare and more difficult
to learn than construction B, then A is said to be
more marked. The hypothesis is that this notion of
markedness also plays a role in L2 acquisition. The
notion of markedness of certain constructions also
leads to the notion of language transfer. It is said
that if' we take into account the relative markedness
of L1, L2 constructions (as relative difficulty), then
transfer of difficulty in .2 learning can be predicted.

In Tamil, for example, ‘otuOOatum vatavillai’
(otuooatum refers to ‘no one” and vatavillai refers
to ‘did not come’.) is unmarked, for the subject
(otuooatum) is also within the scope of the negative
morpheme not. The corresponding English sentence
‘no one came’ is marked for difficulty and hence the
difficulty in transferring from L1 and L2 can be
predicted.

For example, the utterance ‘No one did not come.’
instead of “No one came.’

Li-Ling Chen (2006) has mentioned the
study made on L1 interference in his article. He says
that the use of L1 requires language teachers to
explain abstract and complicated grammar
structures. To help beginning EFL learners better
understand English grammar, contrastive analysis that
compares the L1 and L2 was used to facilitate
grammatical explanation as well as to clarify the
linguistic differences between the L1 and L2. For
example, in subject-verb agreement, Tamil verb
conjugation reflects changes in subject-verb
agreement with the person, while English verbs
remain unchanged regardless of person.

According to the contrastive analysis
hypothesis, an examination of differences between
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the first and second language should help us to predict
or at least explain errors made by L2 learners.
Similarities between the two systems are assumed
to facilitate learning and differences lead to
interference or negative transfer. While the strong
version of CAH claims that comparison of the two
systems can predict a learner’s errors, the weak
version of the theory maintains that a comparison of
L1 and L2 can help in understanding the difficulties
of the learner.

First language interference on syntax.

The topic of “first language interference” has
had a long history in second language acquisition
research and practice. For many years, it had been
presumed that the only source of syntactic errors in
adult second language performance was the
performer’s first language (Lado,1957), and a great
deal of materials preparation was done with this
assumption in mind. Subsequent empirical studies
of errors made by second language students led to
the discovery, however, that many errors are not
traceable to the structure of the first language, but
are common to second language performers of
different linguistic backgrounds (Richards, 1971).
The findings on first language influence on second
language performance are quite consistent with
findings and hypotheses from other apparently non-
related areas, and that they contribute to a clear
theoretical picture of second language acquisition and
performance.

The following syntactical errors committed by his
students are due to L1 interference

Sample 1.

1).The next day going to Muthumari Amman temple
2).The last time going to Colombo.

3).1don’t never smoke.

The student has used the adverbs like ‘next
day’, ‘last time’ as the subjects in the place of subject
position and the required subjects are deleted. This
kind of expressions may be due to the mother tongue

- InTamil, sentences can be produced without

subject and the adverb is placed in the initial position

of the sentence. The subject can be understood
through the PNG marker- Person, Number and
Gender.
For example,
01) naalaikku vatukireen
Tomorrow, I am coming
“Tomorrow coming PNG.’

02) neettu poonaan
Yesterday he went.
‘Yesterday went PNG’

So this type of L1 syntactical structure appears in
the L2 learner performance as shown in the above
examples 01 and 02. '

The comments of Agesthialingam (1966) on
the difficulties of a Tamil student of ESL are presented
below.

“Another kind of problem that one has to
encounter while teaching English to Tamil students
is due to the difference in the structure of Tamil and
English. While learning a second language in
adolescence and in adulthood it is very difficult to
getrid of the influence of the structure of one’s own
mother tongue. We try to find out one to one
correspondence between the target language and
the mother tongue.” (p.506)

A Tamil student of ESL may form
grammatically wrong sentences by using a wrong
preposition. For example, he may construct a
sentence, “Mohan comes to school in bus.” Instead
of the correct form, “Mohan comes to school by
bus.”, This wrong sentence construction is the result
of the student’s positive transfer from Tamil into
English. In Tamil, the form,”Mohan paaTacaalaikku
pasil vatukiraan” (Mohan comes to school by bus).
is grammatically correct. Here in this sentence, the
inflection ‘—il’ occurs with the word , “pas’ which is
an English borrowing in Tamil, meaning ‘bus’. The
direct and usual English prepositional equivalent of
this inflection ‘-il’ is “in’.

Similarly, in another instance “l am drawing
a picture by a pencil.” Here again, the Tamil —aal as
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the first and second language should help us to predict
or at least explain errors made by L2 learners.
Similarities between the two systems are assumed
to facilitate learning and differences lead to
interference or negative transfer. While the strong
version of CAH claims that comparison of the two
systems can predict a learner’s errors, the weak
version of the theory maintains that a comparison of
L1 and L2 can help in understanding the difficulties
of the learner.

First language interference on syntax.

The topic of “first language interference” has
had a long history in second language acquisition
research and practice. For many years, it had been
presumed that the only source of syntactic errors in
adult second language performance was the
performer’s first language (Lado,1957), and a great
deal of materials preparation was done with this
assumption in mind. Subsequent empirical studies
of errors made by second language students led to
the discovery, however, that many errors are not
traceable to the structure of the first language, but
are common to second language performers of
different linguistic backgrounds (Richards, 1971),
The findings on first language influence on second
language performance are quite consistent with
findings and hypotheses from other apparently non-
related areas, and that they contribute to a clear
theoretical picture of second language acquisition and
performance.

The following syntactical errors committed by his
students are due to L1 interference

Sample 1.

1).The next day going to Muthumari Amman temple
2).The last time going to Colombo.

3). Idon’t never smoke.

The student has used the adverbs like ‘next
day’, ‘last time” as the subjects in the place of subject
position and the required subjects are deleted. This
kind of expressions may be due to the mother tongue
influence.

In Tamil, sentences can be produced without

subject and the adverb is placed in the initial position

of the sentence. The subject can be understood
through the PNG marker- Person, Number and
Gender.
For example,
01) naalaikku vatukireen
Tomorrow, [ am coming
“Tomorrow coming PNG.’

02) neettu poonaan
Yesterday he went.
“Yesterday went PNG’

So this type of L1 syntactical structure appears in
the L2 learner performance as shown in the above
examples 01 and 02.

The comments of Agesthialingam (1966) on
the difficulties of a Tamil student of ESL are presented
below.

“Another kind of problem that one has to
encounter while teaching English to Tamil students
is due to the difference in the structure of Tamil and
English. While learning a second language in
adolescence and in adulthood it is very difficult to
getrid of the influence of the structure of one’s own
mother tongue. We try to find out one to one
correspondence between the target language and
the mother tongue.” (p.506)

A Tamil student of ESL may form
grammatically wrong sentences by using a wrong
preposition. For example, he may construct a
sentence, “Mohan comes to school in bus.” Instead
of the correct form, “Mohan comes to school by
bus.”, This wrong sentence construction is the result
of the student’s positive transfer from Tamil into
English. InTamil, the form,”Mohan paaTacaalaikku
pasil vatukiraan” (Mohan comes to school by bus).
is grammatically correct. Here in this sentence, the
inflection ‘I’ occurs with the word , ‘pas’ which is
an English borrowing in Tamil, meaning ‘bus’. The
direct and usual English prepositional equivalent of
this inflection ‘-il’ is ‘in’.

Similarly, in another instance “I am drawing
a picture by a pencil.” Here again, the Tamil —aal as
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found in the Tamil sentence, “naan pencilaal otu
paTam vataikireen.” (I am drawing a picture with a
pencil.) is replaced by the English ‘by’.

Wrong selection of preposition is caused by
generalization also.

e.g. She goes to the office by bicycle. (Instead of
“She goes to the office on bicycle.)
The students familiarity with the sentences such as,
“He goes to school by bus” etc. makes him generalize
the prepositional rule in this manner.

Conclusion

Thus, the interference of the native language
into the systems and structures of the target language
is well pronounced in most cases. At such times the
need for contrastive approach to second language
teaching arises. At this point, it is most appropriate
to mention the objectives of contrastive grammars
well stated by Gleason (1955: 207).

“Contrastive grammars are most useful in
setting up second language teaching materials. They
enable an experienced teacher to predict with
reasonable success what parts of the language
structure will present the greatest difficulties to
learners. They commonly define rather precisely the
exact nature of those difficulties. This gives the
teacher or lesson writer the basis for selecting a
strategy to meet or minimize these difficulties”.

One way of contrasting the patterns in
English and Tamil for effective teaching would be to
compare them in a reasonably accurate and
objective way. It is to predict the areas of difficulty
faced by L2 learners and suggest suitable remedial
measures. The fixed word order in English and the
flexible word order ot Tamil, the use of prepositions
in English as against the case markers in Tamil, lack
of copula ‘be’ in Tamil, the use of double verbs in
Tamil as in ‘cenru vantaan’ “went and came” etc
can be some of the areas of difficulty which can be
taken up for contrastive approach to second

language.
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OVER VIEW

Medical education in Sri Lanka like
other couniries has much respect and
discipline. Selection of a student to medical
schools in Sri Lank is depending on their
performance in the advance level
examination. There are a limited number
of students ant sent to different medical
facilities in various parts of the country.
currently there are six medical schools in

srilanka.

1. University of Colombo.

2. University of Peradeniya.

3. University of Sri Jayewardenepura.
4. Unuversity of Galle.

5. University of Kelaniya.

There is no private medicial school in
srilanka aithrough we had two colleges few
years back.but later they were affiliated to
the state medical schools. The state me
medical education in smanka, like many
other counles is taught in English and all
the teaching and study materials are based
on the British system. The difference in
some schools. The medical curriculum is
designed and organized according to the
diseases of the human beings and divided
in to many disciplines, depending on the
system of the body affected. All medical

Dr.Pasupathy Asokan
MBBS (Ceylon)
MD(Ceylon)

students have to study for 5years which
include combined theory at their medical
faculties an clinical clerkship at the

teaching hospitals.

The subject s included in the medical

schools in Sri Lanka are,

the

morphology of the various systems of the

1. Anatomy- Includes gross
human Beings.
E.g. brain, heart, lungs and kidneys and

also Microscopic anatomy.

2. Physiology- Includes the study of the
vartous organs system in normal and

Disease conditions.

3. Bio chemistry- Includes the study of the
chemical nature and function of the

Systems.

4. Pharmacology- Includes the study of the
drugs used in human beings during The

treatment of diseases.

5. Microbiology- Includes the study of
small organisms like viruses, bacteria,

And other microorganisms.
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6. Parasitology- Include the stqdy of
parasite that causes diseases

E.g. - worms, Malarial parasite.

7. Forensic medicine- Includes the post
mortems ,study of injuries, suicide

homicide and rape.

8. Community medicine- Includes the

study of preventive aspects of health.

9. Pathology- Includes the diagnosis of all
disease by laboratory methods

E .g. cancer of all types.

10. Surgery- Includes the study of diseases
that require surgical management.

11. Medicine- Includes the study of
management of all disease processes,

Including psychiatry.

12 Paediatricé- Include study of that affect
children.

13.Obstetrics and gynaecology- Includes
study of all pregment mothers fetal
Development ant the diseases affecting

Women.

During the first two years the
medical students should attend series of
lectures and practicals in the medical
faculty. After completing their 2¢ MBBS
examination they should attend the clinical
clerkship of different disciplines in the
teaching hospital in the addition to the
lectures. At the end of the 4" year 3¢ MBBS

examination is held in the final year .all the
medical students attend to the full time
clinical clerkship to complete their course
.some medical schools have changed their
medical curriculum in resent years so that
medical students should attend to the

clinical clerkship from first year.

At the end of the 5" year the medical
graduates are awards with a degree MBBS
(Bachelor of medicine and bachelor of
surgery). The examination methods include
multiple choice quesiions. essays,
practicals, vivas and clinical examination

of patients. A wrong answer will be given

a minus mark.

All medical graduates , after the
completion of their study should do one
year compulsory internship at a
designated hospital under the superuvision
of a medical specialist . The selection of

hospitals depends on their merit level

1sland wide.

The disciplines include medicine
,surgery, paedialrics and obstetrics &
gynaecology. They have to select two of the
above .A medical graduate after completing
all of the above is considered to be a
qualified doctor and should be able to

manage different types of patients.
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Specialist training

A doctor who wants to be a
consultant or a specialist in a particular .
This is called post graduate course and
includes competitive examination in
sel_ected disciplines. The post graduate
institute of medicine of the university of
Colombo conducts and coordinates all the

specialty courses in collaboboration with

the ministry of Sri Lanka .

The following courses are conducted in post

graduated institute of medicine ,Colombo,

Surgery / orthopedics /ENT/urology /
cardiothoracic/cancer surgery/

Neurosurgery

Medicine / rheumatology/Chest medicine
/endocrinology/Neurology

Obstetrics& Forensic
gynecology medicine
Community medicine Medical
administration
Blood transfusion Psychiairy

Psychiatry Ophthalmology
Pathology Hematology
Biochemistry Anesthesia

A doctor who has selected to specialist a
particular field will be appointed to that
particular unit in a teaching hospital. He/
she has to work like other doctors, at the
same time he/she has to study further to
fulfill their requirements for the particular
courses. The expense for the post graduate
courses and examination are not funded by
the government , but the doctor should pay
all the expense from their own money . The
candidates who become successful in the
exam at the very first time will be awarded
with the refund of the examination fee. A
doctor who completed the examination and
other training requirements for a
particular field should undergo one year
compulsory overseas traning in that
particular field with the funding of the
ministry of health . Once they have
completed their overseas training all
doctors should return back the country.
And certified as a medical specialist /
consultant by the board of post graduate

institute of medicine The specialist then

Radiology Oncology and will be sent to a particular hospital to work
radiotherapy as a consultant by the ministry of health.
For_'ensic medicine Comm,un,ity Itisa longjourney to become a dOCtOT.
medicine
Dr. Asokan Pasupathy
Medical Blood (old boy)
administration transfusion
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THE PLACE OF “LISTENING” IN THE TEACHING
OF ENGLISH AS AN INTERNATIONAL, LANGUAGE.

A Kandiah.

The teaching of any language involves
the active participation of the pulpi in acquiring
proficiency in the four skills of language learning
namely, listening, speaking ,reading and writing.

Teachers of English who belong to the
old school of thought will, no doubt, feel strange
to advocate listening as a separate skill. They
tend to think that with most teaching methods,
particularly the traditional ones, most of the
lesson time is spent on listening to the teacher
teaching, explaining and advising and quite
naturally they show a kind of aversion fo
accepting listening as a separate skill. They say
that the pupils have plenty of practice in their
day-to-day language learning activities . Why
,they ask, should we overburden the pupils with
an additional skill,

Teachers who belong to this epoch confuse
listening in class room situation with listeing in
real life situation . There is a marked difference

between the two. In a classroom situation
listening involves —

a) repetition

b) explanation

c) slow speed

d) translation

Conversely in every day life the learner doesn't
have “PAUSE” because there is a continuous
flow of words and the pupils can't call for
repetition. The kinds of listening outside the class
that our pupils are most likely to be concerned
are communication through radio and television
public speeches , announcements and everyday
interaction with their peer groups.

It, therefore, becomes necessary to prepare our
students to listen well and to listen in the right
way. Normal classroom listening might some
time blunt their ability to understand the speaker.

The old epoch has now come to an end. The new
epoch has seen many changes in language
teaching and language learning. Listening is now
included as the forth skill in language teaching.
Earlier the teacher did all the talking and the
pupils passively listened as an American
educationist has rightly said. In short we are
now in an epoch that advocates child— cantered
education. *

Teachers as craftsman need to adopt
other men’s methods and other men’s tools to
their special work. T?zey'qre crafismen in their
own right and not technicians waiting on others.
The status of the teachers has changed with the
changes taking place in the teaching of English
in our schools. As such teachers should equip
themselves with all the teaching techniques to

wir] LjGevral) Hips@ 3. B. F. LITL_FTene
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make language learning an enjoyable and

enthusiastic one.

Listening is a receptive skill, that is, the
child absorbs the sounds and assimilates the
meaning. Listening is hearing the sounds and
recognizing them, storing what is heard in
memory for later use and remembering them so
that they could be told to somebody.

In short listening implies the
understanding of the sound representation into
meaningful wholes. It is the primary reaction to
any sound symbols. That is why listening requires
special training to enhance the power of
understanding. Listening, if taught properly,
giving attention to pronunciation, intonation and
the style of reading will help pupils keep in
memory all that is taught.

There are three major areas where
listening comprehension practice is graded. They
are enumerated below:

a) The type of comprehension exercises selected.
b) The type of materials selected for
comprehension exercises.

¢) The subject matter of the materials selected.

Care should be taken to the language
level of the class to which the materials are
administered so that listening will be effective
and interesting.

A progressive grading of listening
comprehension will involve the systematic and
simultaneous use of all the three areas. If any
area is ignored there will be a marked drop in

performance.

It is absolutely necessary for the teacher
to take into account the types of exercises set, to
help effective practice. The exercises one selects
Jor listening comprehension should suit the age
level of the child. The teacher also should be
aware of the areas on which these tasks are set.
He or she should leave out irrelevant and
unwanted details in the passages he or she selects.
The passages thus selected should have relevance
to the day-to-day experience of the child.

The following types of exercises are
recommended to make listening effective. But
hereagain the teacher is the deciding factor and
kmowing the class as he or she does, she or he
has all the liberiy to design the types of exercises
that well suit the class.

a) True or False exercises

b) Yes or No answers

¢) True or False and Not stated exercises
d) Filling in the blanks

e) Multiple choice questions

f) Interpretation of the speakers’ intention

The length of the passages could
Jfrequently be anything from 50 -100 words. As
the exercises are specially recommended to the
lower forms, long passages or someihing that
are complicated will cause problems and greatly
deter their power of attention and understanding.
The teacher should not only consider the length
of the passage but also the language content of
the passage.

English today is no more the property of
the English people. It is the property of the world.
To make this language a viable means of
communication is left to the hands of the
teachers. Sri Lanka expects much from our
teachers.
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Projecting women’s right in Sri Lanka

According to the united Nations Definition
women's rights refers to the freedoms inherently
possessed by women and girls of all ages, which
may be institutionalized, ignored or suppressed
by law, customs and behavior in a particular
society.

These liberties are grouped together and
differentiated from broader nations of human
rights because they of ten differ from the freedoms
inherently possessed by or recognized for men
and boys and because activities for this issue
claim an traditional bias against the exercise of
rights and autonomy.

To bodily integrity and autonomy
To vote

To hold public office

To work

To fair wages or equal pay

To own property

To education

LA S N N R

To enter in to legal contracts

In 1985 the world conference of UN was held in
Nairobi which got the global attention on womens
rights. UN has shown the importance about
building strategies for the advance of women. The
governments accepted this and worked for it.
National alliance of Taiwan women's Association
is the world’s best example.

Associations like caritas Sri Lanka , women and
media collective and people got together o protect
women's rights in Sri Lanka. Do you know there
are some young people who work to protect
women's right?

Miss. Elangainathan -Mary Jesmina
Old Student
I* Year. ATI Student.

There are a lot of young people aged 15-30 years
working to protect women's rights by spending
their , time, money and labour , participating for
training programmes and projects. To encourage
these young people there is a national award
ceremony which is BCIS young community leader
(YCL) awards.

This awards ceremony is being organized annually
by the youth empowerment division of the
Bandaranaike centre for international studies
(BCIS). The objective of this Awards ceremony is
to recognize and reward the youth community
leaders of the country who have rendered
commendable services in the community
development sphere. Through this awards
ceremony BCIS expecting a few outcomes which
are:-

¥ To promote and encourage the youth

# To find soluations to the issues affecting the
youth '

¥ To create a platform for recognition of the
youth at the national , policy planning level,
providing a catalyst for further promotion of
the youth activities in Sri Lanka.

¥ To have complied anislandwide statistical
database of community development projects
under taken by youth, their success, failures
and obstacles.

The arrangements for the ceremony are done and
there is very short time period to know the young
community leader of the year. So you are invited
to be with us to encourage the young community
leaders.
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