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uipufer cuddles are the bes
When she smiles it makes u
She reads us books

And tells us stories.

We go on walks with yi'i
Outside, inside, everywhere
Sometimes we even race
And she always lets us win.
She makes yummy things f¢
And gives us biscuits and s
She loves it when we shout
She evens likes to watch us
Whenever anyone says we |
She tells them that’s what w
e is a friend of ours

And we wish she was here ¢
We love you very much ™

And will always think of yc

Anjali, Imaya and Avan
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1a pul me to sleep on the veranda

5C.

nma accidently locked us out of the
wough the bathroom window to let us

mma made me eat one raw egg a day
‘ong for my Arangetram.

o excited about that Arangetram that

ing with my sister, my Ammamma
) the Tight.

as supposed to study but didn’t want
1 by the front door and let me know
oming home, so that I could turn the
1dy desk.

ad really bad vaithu kuthithu, my
which made it go away.

y now husband came to Sydney for a
ook two minutes to size him up and

ied and about to set up house, my
1ld have separate pots for vegetarian

Ammamma heated up my husband’s
efore mine and I got annoyed. Since
p together.
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When I was thirty and pregnant, m
us. We were supposed to look after
and told me to eat saffron so that I w

When I was thirty one, she carried i
When I was thirty three she fed my s

Six months ago, she baby sat our litt
could go out for coffee.

One week ago, she suggested that |
and do some study.

Now my Ammamma is no longer w
when I drift off to sleep, when I loc
[’m avoiding studying, and also if
home barefoot, or when I have vait
my children or when I go for coffee
My Ammamma is part of what shape
I am to her. I want her to know thal
someone like her in my life.

Narme
Grand daughter.
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which 1 will always remember my
mamma’ doesn’t even come close to
Lto me.

s been my second mother, my friend,
¢ confidant and too many a times my
ne so many important lessons in life,
permanent part of who I am.

the meaning of family. She was an
1 unconditional love to not only her
it person that came through our lives.
, but a fecling. Once you were loved
>d you unconditionally and welcomed
18

ortance of simple passions in life. 1
biggest passions in life was cooking,
tty much everyone else who came Lo
r memories are of Ammamma feeding
vhen I was sick, when 1 was in a
om home the lood came in packaged
| it was enough for two and when I
came but with recipe tips. She was the
ere fed and full. Even when she was
I a moment every day to ask me what
nner.

and endurance. Not just her uncanny
jars, but the way in which she could
and a smile. When she was diagnosed
much about her, but part of me thinks
about us. While many in her position
saw her become stronger. She knew
1e wanted to go and in many ways her
-us she accepted what the future held

T
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and that we should too. In her last fe
strength for me than [ was for her an

She taught me a lot about know
remember trying to teach her ‘ABC
me was the knowledge of life, thin
through books. Ammamma always h
everything. Whether it was sto
symptoms, there was always a quick
had advice for gardening, st
motherhood, the list was endless...th
know. She was also the information |
to know about anything that happer
GTV Tamil news worldwide too.

I am very sad that she went before I
happy that she went when she was r
happy 84 years of life. I will always
spirit and strength lives on in me ar
she touched. I am much of who I ar
never been just my ‘Ammamma’,
inspiration. Perhaps that’s why I hai
was and always will be ereiiy afipaf,

Love always,

Nira
Grand daughter.
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based in New Zealand, so it was very
ve in Australia. Not only were we cxcited
ut fail, she would bring us a bag full of

ts was that Appama would stay with us
randchildren could be spoilt.

took Appama to school with me for the
our primary school had something called
went’s day, you take you grandparents to
Unfortunately for me, as both my
s, 1t was somewhat more di!‘l‘icult. But
vith grandparent’s day, I jumped on the
nd proudly took Appama to school. She
ith us and we showcased our hard work.
s that mean the most to me, because we
yama with us all the time but the time we

> some solace 1n the fact that she lived a
n able to leave us with memories we will

0
1 Ilango & Arapi Ilango
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1000 Coffees

Once upon a time in the majestic lal
woman. She was revered by her local
to anyone who asked. Whether it be the
day, the ideal time to plant rice to et
manage a squabble between bickering |
out the best path forward and do it with

She did however have one vice — coffi
who had sadly passed away much to
widow. Her husband was a renowned p
would always make him a ritual cup of

So, everyday she would make the walk
little reminder of the time she so ador
toll. The walk to the local shop becar
bumpy as her hip joint had become.

One day a little homeless boy saw the
He was worried that she would fall a
managed to negotiate the trip home, but
she asked the boy “Why are you follc
more questions, but again no replies. T
boy was illiterate. But rather than shoo
eyes. To the boy’s surprise, he also re
white smile.

The next afternoon, much to the surpri
was standing at attention at the coff
unlikely of escorts home. This carried
decided to transform into the coffee-di
same time every day, the old woma
twenty minutes later he would return wi

The old woman was very thankful for
very strong bond. After a few more m
and lots of shoulder shrugging; the old
the boy tamil. They started with counti
day he would run to her house to s
mondu.” They . would always finish the
W =
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ould quickly work out how many he had
:re left to go.

hey moved onto cooking. Unfortunately
mited to boiled kathrika. It was the crop
considered more a weed than food. The
r chef. She brought him into her kitchen
cture of the right spices one could turn a

e the most unlikely of best friends.

It wiped out much of the village, homes
but most tragically the old wise woman
fast enough to get her to higher ground.

egan to panic. They had lost everything.
st everything, but he remembered how
er husband died. He drew on this strength
k and started to talk about a way forward
nelling the wise woman. The villagers,
eason in the young boy’s voice.

he remaining villagers and houses left
the spaces — there were no favours for
h. Although it would be a squeeze, the
a roof over one’s head prevented any

only crop left standing was kathrika, and
ould have discounted this as a source of
could be transformed into a delicacy.

knew it was the wise old lady who was
n how to count, she taught him how to
taught him that love does not consider
omes from the heart.

wn your 1000 coffees.
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I consider myself lucky to have been
Ammamma.

Soon after T first met Nira T knew how
and it didn’t take me long to realise why
wonderful, cheerful, independent and
unconditional love to her grandchildren,
her great granddauglhters.

Ammamma was the whole package. She
brighten up anyone’s day, a spirit of ac
things, an uncanny ability to create a

mind that could remember things from y

I always thought Ammamma had a sol
bought into her life, she always greete
own. She never made me feel like al
could to make me feel as special as ever
let me get away with things, which ma
Many a times I remember telling her
doesn’t like cooking as much as her an
don’t you cook for her then”. Her hone:
will truly miss.

I would have to say that one of my str
that over food. Before marriage and

always dependable for a steady source
day, her happiness and my stomach full
knew what I liked to eat and without

home ready and waiting. Like her love |
love for eating, again something we i
yum-cha, pad-see-ew, hot chips, vegeta
the perfect eating companion!

s et
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:ctive she’s world apart, 1 could not think
grandmother. She was always supportive
ctations and did whatever she could to
had a sense of adventure and was always
; well travelled and loved to be outdoors.
At any family function, Ammamma was
; made her happier than to have everyone
here with her. So it’s not a surprise that
‘thday with such a flare! Ammamma was
s, and all the usual gossip. Whenever 1
> would always show a keen interest and
itk she would give me the latest update!
ne than a grandmother in law.

ughter and happiness, and to have been
individual’s life is truly a privilege. She
d that will be one of the things that T will
n very good to me and the world will not
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