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Only my Appa?

Where to start? Never in my wildest dreams did 1 ever think I
would have to write anything like this. The thought of either of
my parents passing away never crossed my mind, but here I am
writhing this about a man that no words could express the love
and respect I feel for him.

Ever since his passing, all I could think about was what he meant
to my family and I, but it only struck me now as to how much he
meant to others. To me he was only my father, someone who was
always there and someone who I had an indescribable reliance
upon. Every aspect of my life had some association to him, but
only after reading some of these letters that [ realise he was more
than just my father, but for some reason he seems to be a part of
so many others.

It is hard to imagine that someone who travels to Sydney once a
week can be associated with so many organisations. But that might
explain some of the 11 o’clock Mc Donald dinners every Saturday
night. Having to change out of my cricket clothes in the car, so
we could get to Sydney on time. Spending what seemed endless
hours at functions that only appa seemed to enjoy. But one of the
greatest memories | have of my old Sydney days was when leaving
functions, we’d have to drag appa out, because with every step he
took there always seemed people there to talk to him, and we
used to tell him to close his eyes and run out, because really it was
very exhausting for a 12 year old boy at ten at night to just wait
around as he spoke of ‘boring issues’.

But it’s these memories now that make me realise what an impact
he really did have on the community, and that there was a point
for the endless number of conversations he used to have.



But on a more personal note, I never remember being more close
to appa than I was in the last year. During high school, I sometimes
hesitated to ask appa any homework question, because he would
always drop what he was doing and sit with me for the next two
hours and go through the work with me, and what usually followed
were a few head slaps, raised voices, and me cursing under my
breath. But I look now and see how very privileged I was to have
had him there. While others are running from teachers to tutors,
all I had to say was APPA!

But what really upsets me is that he always put others first. Unlike
other fathers, he was never possessive of anything. There was
never a mine and yours. Any choices that were made were very
rarely his choice. But what I find unbearable is that in the short
life he had, he never did anything for him self, nor did he think of
him self. What really hit me yesterday was that at no time in the
past 16 months did he ever feel sorry for himself because he was
sick. Just as an example, when watching TV yesterday, on two
occasions people were dying, and in one the man started crying
because he realised he was going to die, and the other man started
yelling, ‘don’t let me die’. I personally can’t imagine what I would
do if T knew I was going to die. But some how appa kept him self
together and at no stage worried about himself, he never showed
us he was scared and the only time I ever saw him cry in my life
was when we had a talk and it dawned on him that he wasn’t
going to see us grow, or get married, or see our kids, he realised
that our family was going to struggle without him, and that was
the only time I saw him cry.

One of the final things he asked on the Thursday night the 20th,
the. night before he called us to tell us he thought his time had
come, was what was the garden like out the back, and ifI’d already
enrolled into my subjects. Then he told us that it was already 8.30
and that it was late and he insisted that we left. That was the last



time we saw appa with his famous smile. I still can’t come to
terms as to how strong and brave he was. One thing that will
always be with me was that I was always able to tell if appa was
angry with me or not. If he called me Aranaan, I knew he was
mad, but if he called me Ata, he wasn’t, and even after some of
the things I had done, in the last three months he never called me
Aranaan, only Ata.

The doctor told us that in his 10 years of experience, he has never
met someone that has survived for so long after contracting this
type of cancer. And I know that in the end it wasn’t his love for
Tamil that kept him going, nor was it his devotion to god, or any
thing else he was associated with, because till his final breath I
know he was only thinking of his family, the same thoughts he
has had for the past 20 years, only this time they were his only
thoughts.

Loving Son,
Ata



Appa

I’m starting to get it through my head that Appa has gone. That
I’ll never be able to hug him again, never get help with my
schoolwork, never be able to ask one of my random questions
about the world that only Appa would have the patience to answer
and never see Appa’s reassuring smile.

Appa was my encyclopedia I could ask him the most obscure
questions and he could tell me the answer. To me, Appa was the
smartest and wisest person [ will ever meet. He knew me so
well, he knew things that I never told him and he understood
me. He knew that telling me to do something like to clean my
room wouldn’t be very productive, so he would come in and
start cleaning which made me have to clean, he was clever in the
way he knew how to deal with me.

No matter what I did Appa was proud of me. I was free to choose
my subjects (to a certain extent) free to play the sport I wanted to
and free to make certain decisions, well that’s how it felt. I could
do and get what ever I wanted, Appa would do so much for us to
make sure we were happy and I was happy. Appa, I believe, lead
by example. He did things not to show people how talented he
was but because he believed it was right. It was like Appa didn’t
let anything faze him, he persisted till he achieved what he set
out to achieve.

Appa will always be here with me and when I need to talk he
will still be there to hear everything I have to say. I miss Appa
and I will.always miss him. He has given me so much and [ will
do justice to the name ILANGO.

Loving Daughter,
Aranya



MY APPA

To most people Appa was a great Tamil poet, a talented speaker and a
kind university lecturer, but to me he was much more than that. He
was my teacher when I needed help with my school work, my guide
when I didn’t know what to do or where to go and he was the nicest
dad I could ever wish for when I was troubled and I needed someone
to tell me what I should do.

Appa was always there to give me advice, whether it was about how
to do a math problem or how to finish an assignment in two days and
still go swimming with my friends. That’s how much I relied on him.

Appa would spoil me like there was no tomorrow sometimes. He
would let me do things that I could tell he didn’t want me to do and
that’s why I relied on him so much.

One thing [ admired most about Appa was his ability to tackle problems
face on. He could come up with ideas and suggestions in minutes,
ideas that some people wouldn’t have thought of in hours. He taught
me to keep going and never give up.

Appa was also very persistent with my studies. He would make me
do all my homework in time from when we were little, he pushed me
to study for the selective school exam and entered me in practically
every competition that came up. Now I understand why Appa was so
persistent. It was because he wanted the best for me, he wanted the
best for everyone. He made me study and everything but he still let
me do things and go places with my friends.

Appa understood me like no one else did or could. He understood the
way all of us work and how we do things, he not only understood but
he respected the fact that everyone does everything differently and he
knew that no one can change that. That’s what I admire most about
Appa. Even without explaining, just by looking at him I knew Appa
understood.

Loving Daughter,
Arapi
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Narme Mama

Elizabeth Browning once wrote “How do I love thee, let me count the ways...”
If we were to say why do we love our mama, well let us count the ways.

We love the way he filled that space somewhere between parent and
friend — always on our side except when it is in our interest for him to
be on the other side.

We love our first memories of him, filled with gifts he gave - dresses
with matching socks, story books, dolls and so on.

We love our more recent memories of him filled with his more
priceless gifts- his wisdom, his kindness, his love.

We love his passion for life, and especially for the Tamil language,
which could not but overflow on to us.

We love his blunt, opinionated, argumentative nature, softened by his
ability to accept other peoples right to their own opinion. -

We love the way he could try his hand at anything and succeed.

We love how he dreamed for us, but kept these dreams silent, so we
could follow our own.

We love how he could make us laugh; even though we were convinced
the world was conspiring against us.

We love his poetry, which like him had been there at every milestone in
our life, thus far.

We love the stories he told us about our mother’s exploits in her youth.
We love that he keeps a picture of us on his bedside table.

We love that he has given us a caring aunt and cheeky brats for cousins.
We love the way he inspired love and loyalty from us.

We love how in a demanding world, he never demanded.

We love the way he was our mama, and only our Narme-mama.

We hate that he is gone. )
Narme and Nira
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STOGSHHBHETT.  Seufell DWITH 2 mPUITETeD BTV B TbU
uTL FTemeollsd SO e TH QTHurs Bismedmbd! SDIGHUILL. H
MmEDG. B HOPE He0aluld EemhGHT HHeuTHaTE Q(h 10&HDHT 6
urhigsefiLy 6TEUT6VTLD.

TG QUG SHD, BTHCET MHeuTHaT EFHHO USNSEHHE
CUETHAD @ DY SHOIUTS, HUDHHHETOHDHD 2 Had
uemTuTen T, (pramutBoer Carargd Gurg &wrgh Qauwlud
bpOBeownaranas EhHbdl 610G SepHHHDS 6TaTmID UL Hb
a6,

Sieuflelr oemDeY 610Gl HODE FapedHnG *H CFULWLWTEH @6l
Sihs SHwiar wHHUTID, BNeufel HELL EWEDLIBST, HETAELLODY
Uemigeman  sTaemILLTTH S Hudeabeoaeied &illpd He0ald aepsiDd
LidBI6miT6)] GUDGEUSINIEID. SO EeiGaTelsT Hamael HaTaUTSHGasmHID.

GETL_GRAD LT 670 &I 607
HEVELAITT
By g6 HGeus0sy GHOIDLI LITL FTEMELSHET dn L L emollL]



H60TR] GUOU L. GAIE0OIBLD

“uamsb LD, [T BETBIGST! HOWT 6TESSamsd. B 2 60 uie)
&g BupsECpsir. & 1pg Cusand ersisr!”

&S bHH1T HeibHed Ebs alln Ghb i H&EG albd LIS
67601 QFHTemeCLAUTED LHamdulmbs Cslid ST BG. BBHoad GHl L
BUTE! 6TEUIEGET 6TUPHS 6TaNem Meweuds sTalenflevL fhidT. ELGLITS
BLEL Umies Wewelsbamen. Wb @b LpdDHed dpEs. el
GUGEDTT. BHOTEGE) GUFEDT]. HEHTaONOTSGR! GUHEDAT. 1D LUpdHHed
Q(hH HLEED. LIS @ QgEWw!. 2L GG b EEVEHHMG
DIPHHIL LUTTEHCDAT. oawil e bBDG). LD Bsbemev. Bl ol H&S
QFHTLITY Qe BGai. el ot Ldeosiibapny. EembiGHT 6T
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Parliament House Sydney 2000

Phone: 9230 2201 Fax: 9230 2846

Dr Venthanar Ilango

I first met Dr Venthanar llango during my-tenure as the New South Wales Minister for
Education and Training,

Dr llango was a passionate campaigner for the Tamil community and played an instrumental
role in lobbying myself, and other members of the state government, to include the study of
Tamil language in the Higher School Certificate.

It was with Dr Tlango’s persuasion that the NSW govemnment broke with the past policy of
only recognising nationally recognised languages in the HSC.

- This is only one very relevant example of how Dr Jlango’s inspirational lcadershlp was
effective in producing tangible benefits for his community.

1 express my deepest condolences upon his passing and note with sadness the great loss his
cominunity, and our country, has suffered.

1éhn Aquiide MP
aker

168 Folary, 2005



.Message for the Memorial of the Late Dr. Venthanar Ilango
Dear Friends of the Late Dr Venthanar [lango

I am very saddened to hear about the passing of Dr Venthanar Ilango.
He was a great man and a very community minded citizen of the Tamil
Community. My sympathy goes out to his family and friends.

Dr Venthanar Ilango was a tireless worker whom I admired and
respected greatly.

One of his important achievements was working closely with Tamil
community leaders and myself to establish Tamil as a HSC subject by
the NSW Government.

He has worked with the Tamil community to ensure that Tamil is taught
to young Tamil Australians through the community language schools.
He was involved in creating the textbooks to teach Tamil at the
community schools.

[ enjoyed attending numerous Tamil and community and cultural
events with him. He appreciated my interest in Tamil community
activities and sought my support in promoting Tamil culture and
language among young Tamil Australians. The latter cause was very
dear to his heart.

Finally Dr Ilango sought my support and was seeking the support of
others for the creation of a Chair in Tamil at the University of NSW.

I hope that his excellent work for the Tamil Community will always be
remembered. I feel very honoured to have worked with Dr Venthanar
Hlango.

//7% Gctpe

Virginia Judge MP
Statc Member for Strarhfield
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The NSW Community Languages School Program and the NSW
Community Languages Schools Board whish to convey to Dr llango’s
family and community most sincere condolences on their recent
bereavement.

Dr Ilango had long been associated with both the Program and the Board as
a leading light in the teaching of Tamil language and culture in New South
Wales. He made very significant contributions to the development of a
Tamil Syllabus and teaching resources including a computer program to
assist students to practice their language at home. He demonstrated the
program to other language communities at the LANGUAGES the new
millennium international conference illustrating its adaptability to languages
other than Tamil. In addition he was instrumental in inviting other Tamil
schools to work with the NSW Federation of Tamil Schools in establishing
benchmarks for the Tamil language in the Australian context.

It is difficult to express in words the loss of such a creative and
distinguished person. However, his legacy will serve, no doubt, to motivate
the members of the Tamil community to continue to promote the value of
the teaching of their language and culture.

The following message may serve to help in this time of sorrow:

“Grief’s rain fills many streams which flow and ebb and finally soothe.”
Davi Walders. '

NSW COMMUNITY LANGUAGE SCHOOL PROGRAM
NSW COMMUNITY LANGUAGES SCHOOL BOARD



Mourn the loss of Dr Ilango...

[ join with others in the Tamil community to mourn the loss
of Dr Venthanar Ilango, As the Chief Education Officer,
Languages, at the New South Whales Board of Studies up
until 2001, I was privileged to meet and work with him.

Dr Ilango was a passionate advocate of the need for young
people of Tamil background to learn the language of their
forebearers. Dr Ilango was determined to have the Tamil
language officially recognised in the New South Wales
curriculum and to this end was instrumental in having the
Tamil syllabus endorsed as a subject for the New South Wales
Higher School Certificate.

He assisted the teachers of Tamil in their preparation of the
HSC Tamil curriculum and was an examiner in the first and
subsequent HSC oral examinations. He also provided advice
to the Board of Studies Consultative Committee in relation to
the standards and reporting of HSC results in Tamil.

All HSC students who sit the Tamil examinations are a
testament to his determination and dedication to have the Tamil
language and culture as an integral part of schooling in New
South Wales.

Hilary Dixon
Dean of Studies
Cranbrook School



Venthanar Ilango’s Footprints.....

When I put pen on paper to write these lines in memory of Venthanar
Ilango, several thoughts come rushing into my mind. His contribution
to the development of Scientific Tamil, his contribution to Literary
Tamil, his contribution to Tamil Poetry, his contribution to the
teaching of Tamil as a second language — and many more, but I don’t
have the words to convey my thoughts.

My association with Ilango dates back to about four decades. He
was introduced to me as an Engineering student at Katubedde. He
participated in a poets forum organised by the cultural society of
Katubedde. His use of the language and the way he rendered his
poem, were very impressive. | invited him to participate in'the Science
Forum programmes of Radio Ceylon. He contributed positively for
sometime but soon, he left to Europe for further studies.

We were re-united in 1992, at the International Tamil Cultural
Conference in Sydney. Since then we had been in close contact
sharing thoughts and discussing issues but we came much closer in
1993/94, when [ accepted an invitation by the NSW Tamil Schools
Federation to assist them in the production of Tamil Books.

Dr. A.S Kantharajah, the Chairman of the Tamil Language Text Book
Committee at that time, discussed with me their problem and
expressed the need for writing suitable text books. I agreed to assist
them in their venture. Dr. Ilango was his deputy and soon took over
from Dr. Kantharajah. It was during the 10years — 1994 to 2004 —
that I was able to work closely with Dr. Ilango, estimate how much
he contributed to the migrant Tamil community and discover
Venthanar [lango — the man.



Ilango was a man with indefatigable industry. He was a dedicated
worker who was keen on maintaining quality, even when the
quantity of work was massive. In addition to his normal
university work, he undertook the extra load of work —
Homebush Tamil Study Centre and NSW Tamil Schools
Federation — with a smile!

He was aware that his undertaking was a long and hard job, but
his faith was that the results will amply repay the community —
the migrant Tamil community of NSW and Australia. As aresult

[13

He carefully thought out the teaching of tasks and organised
a well structured curriculum.

He organised the syllabus committee and developed all
material to satisfy the NSW Education Department’s
requirements.

He mastered the teaching of Tamil as a second language
and trained the teachers involved in teaching.

“  He worked to introduce Tamil as a subject at the VCE/ HSC
exam and handled all work related to achieve that goal.
He not only worked untiringly to produce the text books
and workbooks to suit the approved syllabus but also
undertook the entire work related to publishing, including
word processing and getting the material camera ready for
print.

He organised and conducted annual workshops for teachers,
taking charge of producing all material required.

13

(19

In short, anyone associated with the Homebush Study Centre
and NSW Tamil Schools Federation is aware that [lango was
the backbone of the Tamil Study Centre and had dedicated his



life to the development of Tamil as a second language. No
individual has contributed with such commitment and
dedication.

One day, while both of us were working together, he said that
one of his children put a question to him:

“Appa, for five days of the week, you are busy with work
related to the Uni. On Saturdays you go to Homebush
and on Sundays you do religious service at Venkadeswara
Temple. Appa! Which day have you set apart for us?”

This question tells us clearly how much of his time was spent
on Homebush Tamil Centre. Though we lost him early, he was
a great man — who lived for us — the Tamil community.

It is unfortunate that we lost him so early in his life. His
contribution to the community during that short period is ample
evidence of his greatness. His activities were many and
humanitarian. We could easily say that he was on a mission —-a
mission to guide the migrant Tamils of Australia.

Poet Longfellow very aptly says:

“Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our life sublime
And departing leave behind us
Footprints on the sand of time”

Yes, Ilango was a great man who departed early, leaving his
footprints on the sands of time. Let us work in his footsteps and
pray for his soul to rest in peace!

-Ambi -



A Man of Character and Charisma

Ilango, a lively and lovable teenager, started his Engineering studies at
the Katubedde Campus of the University of Sri Lanka in 1970, having
completed his secondary education at Jaffna Hindu College and excelled
in the University entrance examination. Ilango carried on his knowledge
and skills in Tamil language and culture, which he obviously inherited
from his learned father, the late Pundit Venthanar, well into his life at the
University. While he earned the reputation of being one of the favourite
students of the engineering lecturers, he also carried the honour of being
one of the most distinguished debaters and composer of Tamil poems
and verses among the university student population. He was always at
the forefront of Tamil literary and cultural programs. He served as the
President of the Tamil Sangam taking it through a vibrant year to the
great enjoyment of the Tamil students in the University.

Ilango’s presence in our batch made our lives in the University a
remarkably enthusiastic and colourful experience. Whilst Ilango was very
considerate and understanding towards his friends and their problems he
was also pleasantly mischievous and jovial whenever he was in the midst
of us. When we did combined-studies in preparation for our examinations
he, being one of the brightest students, would talk through the subject
matter in clear and logical steps while maintaining a humorous and relaxed
study atmosphere. Ilango, as everyone expected, was appointed as a
lecturer in the same university, much to the delight of the junior students.
He was obviously one of the most popular lecturers and mentored his
students through difficult times in their studies.

Ilango displayed highly developed communication skills in all fields.

Whether it was a social gathering, a literary or cultural convention or

study seminars he would take the lead role and captivate and enthral the

participants with his deep and exhilarating expositions of knowledge and
- talents. His views and ideas were mostly innovative and thought provoking
enlivening the forums and culminating in fruitful and futuristic outcomes.
While he expounded his views and ideas forthrightly he exhibited a great
enthusiasm in listening to the propositions of others and appreciated their
contributions.




Ilango was a man of varied talents. His leadership skills are well known.
His artistic talents had their subtle expositions in the creations in his home,
in the cultural functions he organised for the community and for his friends’
families.

During his tenure of lectureship he won a scholarship to further his
knowledge in electrical engineering in Germany. There, having mastered
the German language and completed his Ph D, he went on to lecture in
engineering in the university using German as the medium of instruction.
He was such a quick learner of languages and had a good grasp for different
cultures. While in Germany, he chose a girl who shared the same love for
Tamil music and dance, as his wife and was blessed with his first two
children. He, being one of the very few persons who were fluent in both
German and Tamil, helped the refugees who had fled the civil war in Sri
Lanka in going through their applications and interviews for their residency
status in Germany and, also, actively helped them to settle down in that
foreign country.

We, the batchmates, rejoined Ilango again in Australia as Ilango and a
few of us migrated to Australia in the late nineteen eighties. In his first
year in Australia he gained employment as a lecturer in the University of
Wollongong and was also blessed with his third child. His family settled
in Wollongong while his passions for Tamil literature and culture brought
him every weekend to Sydney where most of his batchmates and the
main Tamil community reside. The distance between Sydney and
Wollongong never deterred his enthusiasm to pursue his passions in Tamil
activities and to socialise with his friends. Every weekend he drove his
family to Sydney to improve his children’s knowledge and talents in Tamil
language, music and dance as well as in Hinduism. He spent most of his
time promoting awareness and knowledge of Tamil language and culture
in the minds of Sydney Tamil youngsters. He acted as the leader of the
Tamil school and Federation at various times, and was primarily
instrumental in incorporating Tamil into the curriculum for HSC in NSW.

In spite of being a busy person, he and his family still found time to enjoy
with the batchmates and their families. That was his dedication to his



friends and our friendship. He always enlivened our gatherings with good
humour and his interesting experiences. While his mature knowledge in
various fields proved to be stimulation to us in these gatherings, his fervent
enthusiasm in cricket got him into long and hard discussions with our
youngsters as well. He exhibited a flamboyant nature of being a youngster
among youngsters, being bubbly and jovial among friends, a hard working
and volunteering leader when managing literary and cultural activities in
the community, a soft and kind person when helping others, a motivating
confidant amorng students, and a loving and supporting husband and father
to his family.

We saw the steel side of llango during the last year and half of his illness.
He faced his illness with the strength and determination of a true soldier
giving everything that was at his disposal and bravely taking all the risks.
He said, “There should be a purpose in everything we do”. When he
realised that he might not win his fight he went on preparing everything
that would be necessary to make the life of his family move on smoothly.
He prepared his wife and children to accept the reality and move on with
their lives. He wanted us and our families to maintain our friendship
with his family.

Ilango with his love, kindness and achievements for his family, relatives,
and friends and to the community has impressed an everlasting affection
and respect in the minds of all. We are sure that Ilango’s wife and children
will continue to get their inspiration from Ilango and realise everything
that he wanted them to have and achieve. We, the batchmates, will be
always supportive of them to achieve their goals.

Although our Dear Ilango is no more with us the memorable moments
we shared with him will continue to be an inspiration for us.

May God bless him with Eternal Bliss.

C Karunaharan, N Sithamparanathan, S Gnanasundaram,
S Mahendravarman, K Balakumar and R Rubasingham



Dr. Venthanar Ilango — A friend who cared for all

My memory of Ilango goes back to 1965. The first time I met him was
when he had come from another school to Jaffna Hindu College in order
to participate in a Public Speaking competition. What struck me and my
fellow students, was Ilango’s amazing ability to hold the audience’s
attention. He was in a league of his own — none of the other speakers
matched his talent. Even before the judges had made their decision, the
students had come to the conclusion that Ilango had won the competition
without a doubt. He received great applause when he took first prize.

In the subsequent year, [lango became a student of Jaffna Hindu College
and that’s when our friendship started. His diligence and aptitude for the
Tamil language and understanding of cultural values earned Ilango great
popularity amongst the staff and students. He was a very likeable person,
who reached out to all the students and was always willing to lend a
helping hand.

[lango and I then went on to study Electrical Engineering at the University
of Sri Lanka at Katubedde campus. At university, llango’s talents reached
even greater heights. Just after graduation, Ilango became a lecturer at
the university and here he showed a sfrength in explaining complex
concepts to students in a very simplified manner. I remember that after
his lectures & tutorials, he was constantly surrounded by students wanting
to speak to him. He earned the highest respect from students, who saw
him as a most exceptionally talented lecturer. Ilango’s talents as a lecturer
resulted in him receiving regular invitations to teach Electrical Engineering
at various technological institutions in Colombo, as his skills and abilities
were in high demand.

Ilango and I then went our separate ways to do our PhDs. He went to
Germany and I went to Ireland. Later, we re-united in Australia. When
my family migrated to Australia and we found difficulty in settling down
here, Ilango was the first person to give us advice. He explained from his
experience, that it would take us almost 2 years to settle down completely
and that we should just hang in there. And that’s exactly what happened.



Ilango had great wisdom and was willing to share his knowledge with
everyone. He was like an encyclopaedia - he knew everything about
anything!! If anyone had a doubt about technical matters, or language
and culture, they would immediately phone Ilango and he would engage
in long in-depth conversations that always solved the problem.

Almost this time last year, Ilango and I participated in a workshop
organised by Homebush Tamil School, where we introduced methods of
teaching Tamil to students with the use of technology. Later in the year,
around September, while we were travelling in the car to Wollongong,
llango and I discussed the possibility of developing newer methods to
teach maths to younger students to enhance their understanding. Even
during his illness, he had a vibrant energy and so we continued to make
plans together to implement our ideas.

The loss of Ilango is a heavy blow, not only to his family and friends, but
also to the people around the world, whom he helped in the course of his
life and whose lives have been lifted, simply by his good advice and help.
His kind advice and thoughtfulness will always remain in our memories
and hearts, and his spirit lives on in his children.

I have lost a great friend who shared the experience of high school and
beyond with me, a friend whom I will miss tremendously.

Associate Professor Eliathamby Ambikairajah
The University of New South Wales, Sydney



From a Close Friend

Dr Ilango Venthanar, the great man! You took a permanent place in our
hearts in a short time. We miss you a lot. [t is a pain to be closely associated
with you and miss you suddenly. But I am proud to be your close friend
for the last 10.5 years. Based in Wollongong I had a chance to spend a lot
of time with you during the last few hard years in particular.

I remember when we met for the first time. For work reasons, [ had moved
to Wollongong from Sydney, along with my family in July 1994. I used to
have a good social life when I was in Mombasa (Kenya) and in Sydney. 1
used to teach Tamil in Balar Malar, Seven Hills when I was in Sydney. In
Wollongong, I and my family members found it hard to find a good friend.
I was also looking for some support to start a Tamil School in Wollongong.
Within a few days of my arrival, we met at Dr Sivakumar’s place. In the
first meeting we decided to start a tamil school immediately. Wollongong
Tamil Study Centre started functioning since late 1994.

Our friendship started from the first meeting and grew with strength.. We
were of the same age group. Every one in my family enjoyed the company
of your family members.

One day I mentioned to you that it would be good if we had a music and
dance school in Wollongong. Within a short time you started “Kalalaya”
with the help of your wife. My daughter Dhivya has been learning music
and Bharata Natyam along with your daughters Aranya and Arapi and
have performed on stages together.

Another day I mentioned to you that I was looking for a good tutor for my
son Arun for his HSC 3 and 4 unit mathematics. You came forward and
made him achieve a very good result in 2001.

You offered tutoring for my daughter Dhivya just a few months ago when
you were already struggling in pain. Just to help me out. I wonder the
depth of our friendship. I would not be able to forget the following incident.

I had to go to India in mid December 2004 on one month leave. I was
fully aware of the progress of your cancer. You too, I think. I was a bit
worried that the condition could worsen any time and I might not be able
to see you again. I came to see you in hospital before I left to India.



I wanted to talk to you a lot. But I didn’t have courage say that you were
‘in your last days and face you. I think our eyes did the talking! We shook
hand. I said “see you”. With your usual smile you sent me off saying we
would meet after my return. It gave me some confidence.

I returned from India the Friday 21 January 2004. The next day, Saturday
at 5:30pm I came to see you in the hospital. You were in your last breaths.
My wife, Banu and I explained the situation and requested the family
members to make the last feed of milk as per our Hindu culture. You had
your last breath when I was around. You kept your words! You were waiting
for my return! ....

You were a genius in your subjects. You were liked by the students and
colleagues at the university. Your contributions in the development of the
electrical engineering laboratory at the university will be remembered.
You have solved some of the most difficult problems for them.

[ used to wonder how you were able to take part in so many activities. You
were looking after all the administrative work for the Wollongong Tamil
Study Centre. You were teaching. Students enjoyed your classes as you
used to come to classes with interesting and prepared materials every time.

You had an active part in developing the syllabus, text books and other
teaching materials for the Tamil schools in Australia through the Federation
of Tamil Schools. You were instrumental to get Tamil included as a subject
for HSC in NSW.

You were a volunteer and committee member at the Sri Venkateswara
Temple in Helensburgh.

You were an active member in the Indian Australian Cultural Association
of Illawarra. You were familiar to most from the subcontinent and to
many others from other communities in the Illawarra.

Your devotion to the Tamil language and Tamil culture was amazing. You
were well known in the Tamil literary circle in Australia and abroad. Your
contribution in texts, kavithais and kaviyarangams will be remembered.

You used to take the whole family to Sydney almost every weekend to
take part in some cultural activity or other.



May be, you knew you were going to leave early. You did a lot of Do It Yourself
projects at home and left them for the family. You used to discuss with me and
others to share the experience. Home extension, garden shed, tiling, floor
polishing, wardrobe additions, landscaping and fish pond are examples.

The only wishes you couldn’t complete were to grow a coconut tree, and
a neem tree in your yard. Friend, I will try my level best to help Aranan
fulfil your wishes.

The day you were diagnosed with Cancer, it was a shock to our family. From
that day, my wife Dr Banu and myself spent more time with you, tried to
coordinate various treatments and gave the family much needed moral support.

You were fortunate to have your sister Kalaiyarasi and Mr Chinnaiah in
Australia. They were spending most of their time in Wollongong for the
last 16 months. We jointly tried all the possible treatments including
surgery, radiation, infra red light, Chinese and Homeopathic medicines.
During my recent trip to India I brought some Ayurvedic medicines. It
was too late. With all our efforts, we could not save you Till the end, you
were fighting the disease with courage. You never showed up your pains
to others including your family members. You always kept smiling. As I
know, you never harmed others nor had any bad habits. I wonder why
God gave you this disease and decided to take you with Him so soon.

We all agree that everything in the world happens for a reason. We all
know the end. It is a matter of time and how! We pray the almighty God.
to keep you close to Him and in peace.

You have already done a lot for the family. Be assured that your children
are smart and will fulfil your uncompleted dreams. I and my family

members are always willing to provide guidance and support to make
your dreams come true.

I will do my best to continue the Wollongong Tamil Study Centre we
started.

Dear Ilango! We miss you. But your memories will always be with us.

V Thangavel & family



MOURNING THE DEATH OF ILANGO — A TRIBUTE BY THE
CANBERRA TAMIL COMMUNITY

DEATH BE NOT PROUD

by John Donne
(1572-1631)

DEATH be not proud, though some have called thee
Mighty and dreadfull, for, thou art not so,

For, those, whom thou think’st, thou dost overthrow,
Die not, poore death, nor yet canst thou kill me.

From rest and sleepe, which but thy pictures bee,
Much pleasure, then from thee, much more must flow,
And soonest our best men with thee doe goe,

Rest of their bones, and soules deliverie.

Thou art slave to Fate, Chance, kings, and desperate men,
And dost with poyson, warre, and sicknesse dwell,
And poppie, or charmes can make us sleepe as well,
And better then thy stroake; why swell’st thou then;
One short sleepe past, wee wake eternally,

And death shall be no more; death, thou shalt die.

HHEH

Death takes_ﬁour best men away John Donne’s poem sprung to my mind
when I first heard of the untimely death of Ilango.

I felt a deep sense of loss at losing a friend with whom I spent many
hours discussing various issues affecting the performing arts in our
community in Australia.

I searched for the most appropriate words to describe Ilango and looked
up the English Dictionary for the word ‘Intellectual’. It read something
like this ‘An intellectual is someone who spends a lot of time studying
and thinking about complicated ideas and theories’. I thought this was
the most appropriate way to describe my friend Ilango. Ilango was an
intellectual in the Australian Tamil community. Ilango thought for the
Tamil community and addressed difficult issues in terms of developing
Tamil language capability, drama and poetry. These were his lifelong
passions. ‘



Ilango’s death has left a great void for me personally and for the Canberra
Tamil community. Ilango brought a disciplined approach and a refreshing
lucidity and clarity to difficult issues and made it easy for me to bounce
off ideas. In many ways, Ilango was a mentor to me and I am sure for
many others as well. Ilango made a great contribution to the Canberra
Tamil arts and literary development and it is my duty to record his
contribution.

In November 1997, Ilango attended the inaugural meeting of the Australian
Tamil Foundation Canberra (ATFC) and helped me to establish ATFC as a
branch of the then Sydney based organization of the Australian Tamil
Foundation founded by the late Dr N Sivasubramaniam. Concerned with
the existing level of development of the Tamil arts and literary activities in
Canberra, I sought Ilango’s guidance as to how best to contribute to the
sustained development for our arts, language and literature.

Over time, ATFC developed into a major sponsor and promoter of carnatic
music, dance and literature and received the ACT Government recognition
and was able to attract significant grant funding. Ilango was a continuous
source of advice ad guidance on key issues affecting the performing arts
in Canberra. :

Ilango also accepted my invitation and participated and made a significant
contribution in Canberra’s first Tamil Literary and Arts Festival on 1
February 2003. Ilango chaired at the session on Teaching and Learning
Tamil Language and conducted a panel discussion of Tamil teachers of
both Tamil schools operating in Canberra. Teaching Tamil to children
was a passion of Ilango. At this seminar, Ilango introduced the use of
computer aided teaching of Tamil to children and helped us to select
appropriate Tamil text books for children.

Ilango you were an intellectual. We mourn your death.

Nithy Thurirajah

Founder and Secretary

Australian Tamil Foundation Canberra

Canberra, ACT 14 February 2005.



In Memory of Dr Venthanar Ilango — A Dear Friend
Sadly Missed

By Sarath Perera

I have known Ilango since 1970 as a fellow student at the University of
Moratuwa, Sri Lanka. Ilango was noticed to be a highly capable student
at the University. Soon after graduation from the University of Moratuwa
in 1975, specialising in Electrical Power Engineering, Ilango joined the
staff as an Assistant Lecturer. He was on the staff for several years and
subsequently left for Germany to undertake postgraduate studies (I left
for Australia to undertake postgraduate studies in the meantime) where
he obtained his Masters and the PhD from Munich Polytechnic University
primarily specializing in high voltage engineering. Since 1977 I have
not been in touch with Ilango and we were far apart in our locations.

He then migrated to Australia with his family and took up a position at
University of Wollongong in October 1991 as a Visiting Teaching Fellow.
I was able to re-establish my contacts with Ilango after a long period of
silence. I was very happy about it and we started sharing many
conversations.

We communicated with each other on a weekly basis on many academic
issues and many other social issues. He had the clout to be very critical
and unbiased and honest in his opinions on many fronts, features I truly
admire from people.

During his employment at the University of Wollongong Ilango’s abilities
and interests enabled him to provide a service to the academic. He was
able to contribute to many teaching activities within the School and the
Faculty through his diverse skills.

Many of the academic staff members of the School were supported in
their teaching by llango’s skills in computer aided teaching - a new
technology for many at the time, and an area in which he became a
specialist. Through his experience in power engineering he was able to



provide his services to teaching, final year thesis supervision, laboratory
management, supervision and running tutorials. With his students he
had a highly respectable relationship.

Ilango was also a member of the Integral Energy Power Quality and
Reliability Centre. Through his expertise in the area of high voltage
transients he was able to provide significant contributions to the activities
of the Centre. This included contributing to the continuing education
courses that were organized by the Centre.

We all agree that Ilango was a willing and enthusiastic person who took
initiatives to meet the demands made on him, which, at times, were
overwhelming, Even during his latter period within the School, everyone
noticed that Ilango was still cheerful and approachable, showing his true
colours.

Ilango and his family and my family have been personal friends over
many years. Over the many years we have had quite a few get togethers
on family occasions which were thoroughly enjoyable.

There is no doubt that in the years to come Ilango s life will continue to
inspire us although he is not with us.
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Dr. Venthanar Ilango — A Man of Great Calibre

There is an ancient proverb that says there are some people in your life
who will always teach you something new and thus we should treasure
everything we learn from them, because their knowledge is valuable. This
proverb describes a significant aspect of Dr. Venthanar Ilango’s strong
character and personality. He had a deep knowledge and understanding
of the Tamil language and culture and was always willing to share his
appreciation for the art of language with other people.

Ilango was the president of the Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys Association
(JHC OBA), Sydney in 1996-1997. While he was president he made
endless efforts to unite the Tamil community and create a network amongst
past JHC students. In his time as president, he and his committee members
meticuldusly planned and organised a very memorable Kalai Vizha and
enjoyable Tamil music and entertainment programs. His organisational
skills and team effort was portrayed in every program run by him and his
committee. The JHC OBA thrived under his direction and brought many
Old Boys and their families together, reumtmg lost friendships and
introducing new connections.

He was well known for his ability to voice his strong regard for the Tamil
language and culture, and how Tamil values should be preserved in a
foreign country. His continued contribution to the JHC OBA Sydney after
his time as president, helped strengthen the bonds within the JHC
community of Sydney.

Ilango was a key member of the Tamil school in Homebush, Sydney right
up until the end of 2004. He was very instrumental in promoting the
Tamil language with the younger generation and was involved in the re-
writing of Tamil books for educating Australian born Tamils, He believed



that the future of Tamil lay in the hands of the younger generation and so
he continuously strived to enrich their lives with the Tamil language and
culture.

[lango earned great respect amongst the community and was repeatedly
invited to make presentations and speeches to convey his ideals and
opinions. Despite his illness, he tirelessly participated in meetings and
Kalai Vizhas and continued to attract people to help develop the Tamil
culture in Sydney. His strong values and beliefs in Tamil traditions was
the drive behind the acceptance of Tamil as an official HSC subject by
the New South Wales Board of Studies.

We greatly mourn the loss of [lango, a man of high calibre. He has made
a lasting impression on many lives, leaving us with thousands of fond
memories. All members in the JHC OBA Sydney are grateful for Ilango’s
innovative ideas and his energetic methods of producing great results
within the Tamil community. Ilango’s timeless efforts will never be
matched and his legacy will live on for many years to come, as he will
always be remembered by both young and old across the Tamil community.

JHC OBA Sydney
Executive Committee 2005
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Dr Venthanar ilango

Ilango’s father, Venthanar, was a renowned Tamil scholar. Perhaps,
nothing else would have gladdened him more had he known in his
life time, that two of his children, Ilango and Kalaiarasi, would also
become outstanding Tamil scholars in their own right.

Although the late Dr Ilango had to live in close proximity to the
University of Wollongong, where he was Senior Lecturer in

- Engineering, his love of Tamil brought him practically every week-
end to Sydney. His services for the propagation and preservation of
the Tamil language are immeasurable. :

He was.one of those who pioneered the establishment of Tamil
schools for children in Sydney, manned by voluntary teachers.I also
recall that when the late Dr. Siva, the then President of the Australian
Tamil Foundation, of which I was a member, worked steadfastly
with other organizations, to recognise Tamil as a language for the
H.S.C examination and also to introduce Tamil as a subject in NSW
schools with predominantly Tamil students, Ilango tirelessly worked
to reach that goal.

In fact, it was only a few months ago when Ilango, although stricken
with his illness, presided over a kalai arangam, which he presented
to our Senior Citizens’ Association, without any trace of discomfort
and with such zeal and enthusiasm and gladdened the hearts of many
seniors, who were present on that occasion. It was sad that, barely a
few months later, on the day of his cremation, when our Association
held its usual members’ day, we had to observe a few minutes’ silence
in his memory. Mrs.Balam Luxmanan spoke, at that meeting, of his
unique life.



Ilango will be sorely missed but he will always remain in the hearts
and minds of all of us, who are beneficiaries of his scholarship and
learning. Let us not forget what Saint Tiruvalluvar said:

“The learning a man secures in one birth, will secure his well-being
in seven”

Shiva Pasupati
President
Tamil Senior Citizens’ Association
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Dr V. Ilango — An Appreciation

I came to know Dr Ilango as a devotee of the Sri Venkateswara
Temple and later as a member of the Executive Committee.

Though he was a man of great learning, he was one of the most
unassuming people I have known. He was always generous with his time,
often doing desk-duty at the Temple on weekends even before he joined
the Committee.

He was always available to help the temple priests in so many ways
— for example — buying provisions and so on. During the terrible bushfires
of December 2001, the temple priests had to leave the temple premises
and were eventually sent to Wollongong. It was Dr Ilango who contacted
them late at night and took them to his own home. The priests enjoyed
his hospitality for about 3 days.

He was elected to the Committee in 2003 and had great plans for
the Temple. He was going to become Editor of the ‘Saptagiri’ newsletter
when the first signs of his illness appeared. On Ganesh Visarjan day in
September 2003 he was on desk-duty and was at The Temple the whole
day. It was only a couple of days after that he came to know the seriousness
of his illness.

Yet he was present at the Temple on February 1% 2004, on the
occasion of the Maha Kumbhabishekam of the new Rajagopurams. The
Tamil radio station ‘Inpath Thamil Oli’ did a live broadcast of the entire
celebrations and Dr Ilango was one of the chief broadcasters and
commentators on that day.



Ganesh Chaturthi and the first Purattasi Sanivaram fell on Saturday
September 18® 2004. Dr Ilango and his family were at the Temple that
day. That was probably the last time he visited the Sri Venkateswara
Temple.

His wife Kala has also been active as a volunteer at the Temple. She
used to be present on Thursdays to help in making the flower garlands for
the deities, till Dr Ilango’s illness made it difficult for her to be there.

On behalf of the Committee and the members of the SVT Association
I would like to convey my condolences to Kala, her children and Dr
Ilango’s extended family.

DrA. Balasubra.maniuin
President



. My sincere condolences are expressed to Dr V.Ilango’s family & friends
in their recent bereavement.

I first met Dr Ilango through his association with the Tamil Study Centre
at Homebush Public School and was impressed by his enthusiasm. Whilst
we didn’t agree on all aspects of the association between mainstream
education and Tamil language, I admired his determination to achieve
what he envisaged as the best outcomes for the Tamil community.

Dr llango’s passion for the Tamil language and maintenance of Tamil
culture was undeniable. As part of a team, and as President of the Tamil
Study Centre at Homebush Public School from the early 1990’s, he assisted
in developing a harmonious relationship between the Tamil community
and the primary school community as a whole.

As the proportion of Tamil students attending the primary school continued
to grow Dr Ilango was a key figure in the negotiations to establish Tamil
language as part of the curriculum of Homebush Public School, the first
of its kind in Australia. His enthusiasm for the use of technology as an
effective tool for language acquisition was quite apparent, and it is hoped
that the software programs with which he was involved will prove to be
beneficial to all.

In 1999, as part of a delegation to the NSW Department of Education &
Training, he achieved the introduction of Tamil language to secondary
education in the following year. Tamil language, as an HSC subject, was
introduced in 2001.

It can be seen as “unfair” when any person is prevented from living a long
and happy life. This is particularly so with those who, through their valuable
contributions to our society, benefit us all and make our lives richer.

I hope that all who knew him can take strength from the legacy of his
positive efforts in both the establishment and growth of Tamil language
education in Australia, together with the maintenance of cohesive support
so successfully engendered within the Tamil community.

Ron Williamsoﬁ
Principal; Homebush Public School 1988-2002



Edmund Rice College

Trustees of the Christian Brothers ARBN 066 939 786
Incorporated in New South Whales
The liability of the members is limited

Venthanar llango began his association with Edmund Rice College
when his son Aranaan commenced in Year 7, 1998,

Venthanar was a strong supporter of the College during Aranaan’s
six years with us. He willingly agreed to join the newly established
Strategic Planning Committee in 2002. Venthanar was committed
to, and enthusiastic about, assisting in the future direction of the
College for the benefit of its students. Venthanar’s contributions to
the committee were well considered and highly valued and his
influence will be felt for a long time.

(MR) David Lear
Headmaster



Fhocrreks

We would like to convey our heartfelt gratitude and thanks to
our family and friends for their effort, consideration and support
during this difficult time

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
who has contributed for the arrangement of the 31* day
ceremony and for your attendance today.

With gratitude and thanks
Kala, Atanaan, Aranya & Arapi

26 Feb 2005
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