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SOLICITORS & PROPERTY BUSINESS CENTRE

SOLICITORS & ESTATERGENTSIR®
PROPERTY SALES, LETTING

& CONVEYANCING
UNDER ONE ROOF

We also pract:se in the followmg areas of Law: -

i mnsum Prohlem%
- Conveyancing - Commercial Civil Litigation "

. Landlord & Tenants Twm
L'q"ﬁ"’%ﬁ‘dﬁﬂ abu
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NEEDFATNOINONSENSE
PROPERTY AGENT

TO HANDLE ALL YOUR PROPERTY MATTERS?

RESIDENTIAL AND
SELECT COMMERCIAL SALES & LETTINGS
1% FLAT FEE FOR SALES
10% FLAT FEE FOR LETTINGS
0208470 1500 FAST & EFFICIENT SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL MORTGAGES
S E L E CT MORTGAGES ARRANGED WITH LOW DEPOSITS
EVEN WITH NO DEPOSIT
ALWAYS REACHABLE QUALIFIED ADVISERS

020 8548 0006 NO COMPLETION NO FEE

Mortgage Solutions

EXTENSIONS AND FULL REFURBISHMENTS

s E L E CT DOUBLE GLAZING

PLUMBING AND ELECTRICAL WORK

Maintenance GAS & ELECTRICITY CERTIFICATES
ALL WORKS GUARANTEED
020 8503 5858 FREE ESTIMATES
EAST HAM BRANCH ILFORD BRANCH
288 HIGH STREET NORTH 126 HORNS ROAD, ILFORD

LONDON E12 65A ESSEX IG2 6BL
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A NEW SHIVA TEMPLE IN USA AT
THE COST OF RS. 100 CRORE

America will soon have a new landmark temple
dedicated to Lord Shiva. The massive temple will be built
at Nor Cross Bruke Hallow Parkway, Georgia, The State
of Georgia is a commercial hub of America. It's home for
over 40,000 Indians.

The cost of for the project is estimated to be
around Rs. 100 crores. The land for the project, a sprawl-
ing 9.5 acres, has already been acquired at the cost of 5
million US dollars. The temple will be a major tourist at-
traction, besides being a religious centre.,

The man behind the massive project is none other
than Sri Sri Selvam Siddar, also known as Doctor Com-
mander Selvam, who lives in USA.

Sri Sri Selvam Siddar started an Ashram in Cali-
fornia. In just a span of 10 years, the ashram became
famous and today has 1.6 million devotees. He is a much
sought after astrologer in USA and leading dailies in North
America regularly carry his articles on the Science of Vedic
Astrology. He is assisied by a tearn of 48 Vedic scholars
who are well versed in yantra, tantra and mantras.

Heis involved in the Shiva Temnple project for over
three months. The temple will be built under the trust
called The Hindu Temple of Georgia.

The cost for the project is being single handedly
met by Sri Sri Selvam himself. No donation has been
received from any one. This is going to be the world's
first Shiva Temple with 108 urchava moorthis.

The Ashram run by Sri Sri Selvam Siddar is also
involved in project at Coimbatore. A 7 storey building is
being built in the name of The Rishi Chettinad, in a sprawi-
ing 25,000 sq.ft. The cost of the project is Rs. 2 crores.
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Tamil
Information

Centre
SO S5 BHQILD

Committed to Human Rights and Community Development
Our Ref : ADV/ilo/js Date 11 May 2007

Mr. Juan Somavia
Secretary-General
International Labour Office
4 Route des Morillons
CH-1211 Geneva 22
Switerland

Dear Sir

The Tamil Information Centre is extremely
concerned over the deterioration in the situation of trade
union leaders and other fundamental rights activists in Sri
Lanka. Trade union representatives increasingly face
threats, intimidation, adduction and disappearance. These
indicate the suppression of trade unions, the freedom of
expression and the freedom of association. Intimidation,
threats, abduction and disappearances have been used
to deal with opponents, including political opponents,
trade union members and others speaking out justifiably
for the rights of the people.

On 9 May 2007, the Committee for Investigation
of the Disappeared (CID), an organization campaigning
against disappearances and on behalif of families affected
by disappearances, issued a list of 22 trade union
activists and media workers arrested since 5 February
2007 and held in custody. They were arrested under
Emergency Regulations, which have the effect of
removing judicial oversight in relation to arrest and
detention, and suspend the relevant provisions of the
normal law. They give authority to security forces to
arrest on mere suspicion, without warrant. The person
arrested can be indefinitely detained without access and
without charge. The ERs also give wide powers of
preventive detention to the Defence Secretary. The ERs
allow confessions to the police or any other person
admissible as evidence in court and suspend the relevant
provisions of the normal law. The ERs also erode the
powers of the courts in relation to deaths in the custody
of the security forces. Under the ERs enquiries into
deaths in custody can take place only on application by
the police.

M.A. Sisira Priyankara, trade union activist and
editor of the monthly newspaper Akuna, Nihal
Serasinghe, member of the railway trade union Dumriya
Kamkaru Ekathuva and Lalith Seneviratne were abducted
on 5 February 2007 in Colombo. In the face trade union
protest, the Sri Lankan government admitted on 8
February that they were in its custody. The rail union
President Jagath Udaya Kumar was arrested at his work
place in Colombo on 15 February. Trade union leader
and railway technician Sudesh Nandimal Silva was
detained on 27 April 2007 and since then his family has

THULASI

Bridge End Close (Off Clifton Road)
Kingston Upon Thames KT2 6PZ, (UK)
Telephone : +44 (0) 20 8546 1560
Fax : + 44 (0) 20 8546 5701

E-mail : admin.tic@sangu.org

been threatened and given an ultimatum to ieave their
residence. When four arrested trade union and media
workers were produced before the courts on 8 May 2007,
the Magistrate said that she was unable to release them
because the detention was under Emergency
Regulations, even though she recognized that the
detention was illegal. The government claims that these
persons are linked to the Tamil Tigers, but it is clear that
they have been targeted for canvassing the rights of the
people and opposing some of the policies of the
government.

Hundreds of civilians have been abducted within
the last 18 months in all parts of Sri Lanka and many -
have been killed. Many of the abductions have occurred
at the work place and have affected the working
atmosphere. In the north-east many industries have come
to a standstill and others are collapsing leading to a huge
problem of unemployment and under-employment.

The UN Working Group on Disappearances said
in its report in December 2005 that of more than 12,278
cases of disappearances in Sri Lanka submitted to the
government, 5,708 remain un-clarified and this is the
highest number of disappearances in the world next to
the case of lrag with 16,517 disappearances. Four
Presidential Commissions inquired into 37,662 of the
54,404 complaints of disappearances, which took place
between January 1988 and December 1995, and found
evidence of disappearance in 21,115 cases. No enquiries
have been conducted into another 16,742 cases of
disappearances. No further action has been taken in the
21,115 cases relating to which the commissions have
recorded the names of the security force personnel who
were responsible for the disappearances:

It is said that International Labour Standards are
the legal component in the ILO's strategy, including for
ensuring that people can work in dignity and safety. The
preamble to the ILO Constitution says that conditions of
labour exist involving such injustice, hardship and
privation and an improvement of those conditions is
urgently required, including the recognition of the
principle of freedom of association. Freedom of speech is
a pillar of the ILO. The freedoms of association and
expression are enshrined on the constitution of Sri Lanka.
We believe that these freedoms are in peril in the island.

We eamestly request you to take appropriate
international action as is necessary to safeguard trade
unionists, trade union rights and freedom of association
in Sri Lanka, without interference and intimidation from
state authorities.

We are surprised to note that given the current
situation of the trade union representatives in Sri Lanka,

\
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the attack on journalists and the human rights record of
Sri Lanka, the ILO has invited the Sri Lankan President
Mahinda Rajapakse io address the 96th Session of the
Intemational Labour Conference in Geneva in May-June
2007, as keynote speaker.

President Mahinda Rajapakse is the supreme
commander of the security forces and is also Defence
Minister. The President's brother Gotabaya Rajapakse is
the Secretary to the Ministry of Defence, Public Security
and Law and Order. As the holder of the positions,
President Rajapakse cannot deny knowledge or
responsibility for the actions of the security forces,
particularly the human rights violations.

We are writing to urge to raise our cancerns over
the repression of the trade unionists and obtain the
immediate release of all the trade union activists and
others who have besn detained without trial for long
periods, some for many years. We believe that it should
be pointed out to President Rajapakse that his country's
reputation in relation to human and trade union rights and
the lack of democratic govemance will further deteriorate
in the eyes of the international community if immediate
remedial action is not taken by his govermment.

We also believe that inaction in this regard would
tamish the image of the ILO and impact on its
outstanding work under your leadership.

Thanking you.

! Yours Sincerely

V. Varadakumar
Executive Secretary
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MARKANDAN & CO
SOLICITORS & ESTATE AGENTS

We also Specialise in ....

* lubhadH HEHnmsHeN #* House / Flat Purchase or Sale
# mefiBaunii Glnd el % Remortgages

% IDjjGoN anocwiD % Right to Buy
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# 845 Romford, Manor Park, London, E12 6JY
Tel: 020 8514 8188, Fax: 020 8514 8303.

Web: www.markandan-solicitors.com

E-mail: mm@markandan-solicitors.com
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