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PREFACE

The students who are learning Engilsh
Literature for the GCE (OL) Examination are
expected to study two novels out of the four
prascribed. These notesin the form of ques-
tions and answers have been prepared to help
those who are studying Martin Wickramasing-
he's Madol Doova (the English Translation
by Ashley Haipe). The suggestions made in
“‘Learning About Literature at Ordinary Level”’
by Nirmala Hettiarachchi, Geetha Premaratne
and Rajiva Wijesinghe have been foilowed
closely., We are grateful to them for those
valuable suggestions and Mr Thilak Ranasighe
for editing the material.

A. K. Hewage



MADOL DOOVA
by Martin Wickramasinghe

Madol Deeova is an adventure story originally written
in Sinhala by Martin Wickramasinghe and was first
published in 1947. It went into eighteen Sinhala
editions by 1964. Madol Doova was translated into
English by Ashley Halpe. It had also been translated
into Russian, Chinese, Bulgarian, and Romanian lan-
guages. This nove! is fulli of joyful escapades of
rural boyhood. The episcdes are what children dream
of doing, and because of this children for over
forty years have been reading this book with inierest.
Even though the situations desribed took place over
a hundred years ago in the south of Sri Lanka, they
are still within the imaginative world of children.

CHAPTER ONE
ROBBERS

Fesd Chaptier One and relate the story in @ few words.

The mother of a village boy had aied when he
was seven ysars old. About an year later his father
ant married again. The boy did not like his stepmo-
ther beceuse she was different from his own mother
in many ways. She did not care for the boy like
his mother. She found fault with the servants even
for small lapses. She was miserly and went te the
kitchen aiter every meal to give out the servants
food herself. If the rice and curry wasn't enough
they had to ask her for a second helping. She scoided
the servants very often and even quarrelled with
them. She managed to save some of the house-keep-
ing money and lent it to villagers on a very high
rate of interest. When stepmother had a son, things
became more difficult for him. He saw how much
eghe loved her own son and this made him jealous
and unhappy. As atesult he started doing things that
snnoyved the stepmother. She reported his misdeeds
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to his father when he came home in the evening
and he was punished severely. The boy was about
eleven years old by this time and the punishments
made him more stubborn, and started causing more
trouble at home.

When things were becoming sour for him at home
he found relief in the company of his friends, Jinna,
the boy who helped with thas housework, was his
closest friend and faithfu! follower in his esca-
pades. One of the games they played was called
Robbers. it wasn’t a make-believe game, but a3 small
scale house breaking. The boys disguised as robbars
under the leadership of the narrator and atiempted
to break into a house in the village where there were
only an old woman and two children. When the
inmates of the house cried cout and the villagers
came running to their rescue, the boys ran away
and hid in a nearby hiding place in a thicket, The
pursuers could not catch them.

The story in the first Chapter can be dwmed into
two parts. What can they be?

In the first part of this Chapter the home situ-
ation of the boy is described. We are told about
the .turning point in his life - arrival of a stepmother
and how the boy’s feelings changed and how he lost
interest in attending school. We are aiso told how
he got attracted to his friends.

in the second pairt the game they played cailed
Robbers is described. The real character of the nar-
rator (Upali) and Jinna are disclosad. “Robbers” was
not a make - believe game that children play such as
playing ‘Shop’, but a real housebreak even though
it was by children who were under twelve years of age

Who is Jinna? What role does he play?

Jinna is a poor relation who worked for Upali's
family. He is three years older than Upali, the nar-
rator. He hardiy did any work in the house, but

- -_,,2’

1 A M Lo iRy



waited at the school gate until Upali came out after
school and went with him on his escapades. He
plays the role of a faithful companion to Upali and
is always prepared to do whatever Upali says. For
example, when he is asked to be the House-breaker
in Robbers, he instantiy disguises himself, applies
cil on his body so that he may slip away if some-
one tri oS to catch him and goes through the act.

Relate the story of Robbers from the point of view
of the boys. ;

We were tired of katti and wresthng and was
looking for a new game. Upali suggested a new game
called Robbers. Upali tock the role of the Chief,
the leader. We were asked to obey the leader. We
accepted his orders. Jinna was given the role of
the House-Breaker. He had to wear a loincloth and ;
apply oil on his body so that |f someone chtc%
him, he may slip away. All'of us disguised ourselves
and went to the watchman’s house on the other
side of the woods to rob that house as a trial. Only
an old woman and two children ware there in the
house. As we were breaking inte the house, the oid
woman came out to see what was happening. So,
we caught her and tied her up. Upali threatned to
kilt her if she shouted. Inspite of that, she shouted
and the villagers came running. So we withdrew to
our hiding place in the thicket.

Why do you think that the boys enjoyed the comp-
any of the members of the gang rather than the
company of the members of the family?

in the case of the narrator (Upali) and Jinna,
they did not get the love and affection of their par-
ents and other members of the family. They were
on their own without any love, affection and accep-
tance from the family and found each other better
company. Upali and Jinna became two good friends.
The other boys of the village were attracted to Upafi
and Jinna because of their leadership. Upali wes
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the son of a mudalali in the village and commanded
the respect of the other boys. The escapades that
Upali organised werg also interesting and satisfying
to their love of adventure.

There is another reason for their enjoying ihe
company of the members of the gang. All the boys
were adolescents. It is. an age batween childhood
and adulthood. They are neither children nor adults
to receive recognition from the adults. But they
longed to play the role of adults. The gang provided
an opportunity to satisfy this patural tendency. It
is a world of their own where members recognised
one anotiher for what they are, each member is givan
responsibilities and all of them tocok partin acven-
ture. Because of this the mambers of the gang an-
joyed the company of the members of the gang than
the members of the family who were out only to
find fauit with them for whatever they did.

Can you saymthat the stepmother is a cruel woman ?

The stepother does not appear to be a ciuel
woman. She behaved just like any other woman in
her capacity. Upali and Jinna_ were | just two boys
to her. She fed them and kegt an eye on them to
see that they don’t fall into trouble. It was natural
that she complained to her husband when the boys
did something wrong. But Upali had some precon-
ceived ideas about stepmathers and looked at her
from that point of viewfi Jjpali wanted most was
love and affection which he did not receive from
his father or from his stepmother. When the step-
mother had a son of her own, Upali fplt stili more
bad. He felt that the stepmother cared, hu son more
than"ﬁlmself The weak point in the stepmothar is
that she didnot know how to look after a2 mother—
iess child. There is nothing to say in the story that
the stapmother was a cruel womsn.



CHAPTER TWO
THE YEDDHA GAME

What was the outcome of the ‘Robbers’ game?

No one had bzen able to recagnize the boys who
had broken into the walchman’s houce. Some be-
lieved it was some boys from another village. Oniy
watchman's mother said that two of the boys looked
like Upali (the narrator) and Dangadssa. Neo one
had recognized Jinna. The parents did not punish
the boys because they did not know for sure that
the boys had done it. Howsaver, after this the par-
ents began to kesp an eye on the bovs and they
had te limit their games to kafli. pandu and katti.

Describe brisfly the game kalli.

Kaili needs two sticks, ane about two fset long,
and the other of shout six inches. The small stick
is kept in 3 hole lengthwise with one third of it
projecting out. Then the projecting part is fapped
with the long stick and when the short stick goes
up it is hit with the long stick as hard as the player
can. Then the distance between the hole and the
place where the small stick falls is measured with
the long stick. One who first reaches the agreed
score wins the game. Those who lose will have to
run holding their breath and saying gudu, gudu.....
the distance the winner hits short stick,

Describe the Veddha episode.

Ona day ths boys decided to play a new game
called Veddhas, They rolled up their sarongs and
tied them up like loin—cloths. They strung burulia
leaves together and draped them round their waists.
Headgear was made of kos-leaves. Upali had a big
strong bow with arrows of poinied bamboo. The
others had smaller hows and thair arrows were made
of jrat.



They slung their bows and arrows on their shoul-
ders and went to the woods peering into the under-
growth. Now they are Veddhas on the alert for beasts.

Soon they came to the further part of the wood,
near the spring - well to which everyone came for
water. Three girls were at the well chatting and
laughing. The Veddhas watiched them, crouched in
the thicket . The girls pushed each other and danced
while some were clapping their hands. They imitated
the walk of some women in the village. When the
girls were about to depart with their pots full of
water, Upali took aim at one of the girls and shot
an arrow. She cried out *Apoi amme’ and slipped
down to the ground holding on to the side of the
well. Oihers shot four more arrows, two hit ‘a gitl
and she fell on a slab.

Two of the girls ran away and the one who was
injured heid har bleeding leg and moaned. The boys
rushed out and carried the giri into the thicket.
The giti shrieked but no one heard her, She pleaded
Upali to let her go saying ‘“'Please, | only mimicked
your stepmother for a joke’’. She was quite frigh-
tened and began to cry “We ve mads a mistake”.
Upali the leader said ‘“We were after deer, but we've
shot 2 woman, We mistook these girls for deer”
: Then they treated her wound with eome crushed
3 herbs and inspite of her protests carried her back
to the well. She lifted the pot to her hip and walked
away quickly smiling.

.4. Why was so much importance given to what happ-
i ened at the well?
=l The girls who ran back to the village would have
J1 -sexaggerated what happened at the well. They did
not know, it was a game piayed by some boys. Somse
havk identified Upali. Since he was only a boy,
they have connected it up with th& Headman's youn-
gest son, who had a bad ré‘putatmn in the village.
Even though Lalitha teld them that the children were
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only playing a game and there wasn’t anvowe ‘®ise
they didn’t believe her. They blamed her for allow-
ing the boys to carry her into the thicket and treat
her wound without shouting. She wélé punished by
stopping her going to t?a spnng—msh for six months.
Upali was beaten merm essTy and locked up for thres
days with one leg clamped onto a pillory.

An incident of this nature is looked dewn upon

by the villagers. Carrying a girl into a thicket by
force is something very ssrious. The fact that it
was only an innocent game was rejected.

What reasons can you find in the story for Upali
;fevoltmg aginst the dommasmg adults ?

o

iii.

iv.

J; =N l'a( Pty

',‘ Upali lost his mmher when he was only seven

years oid and his father mariied again aboutone
year later. That msans Upah was }eft without
parental love and affec%ion ha way he utad to

get them. 14

The stepmother, even though did not really ill-
treat Upali, was no gocd substitute for mother.
She was more interasted in cutting down hou-
sehold expenditure and becoming rich quickiy.

Upali was a vary energetic boy. He loved activi-

ties. The academic work at schoo! was of ow! /7

interest to him.

Severe punishments given by father without
mesting his obligations hasggfﬁqu‘._xhg bovy.

The text says “Father spent all day in his shop

and got back iate every evenirg. My stepmother
spent her time bathing, feeding and cuddling her
baby or seeing to things about the house. She didn't

forget to scold me and tell me to be a good boy”

Had the stepmgother been an understanding per-

son and father took”some time to be with Upali he
would not have revolted in this mannar,

7
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How do you suppose Upali will fit into the house-
hold of Mr Dharmasingha?

“No one could even guess from my looks the
sort of mischisf | was cdpabis of.”” This is Upali's own
estimation of himself. Father told the headmaster
“He's a terrible scamp’. The headmaster replied
““Eyvery child is a bit of a scamp, after all. There
are times en my cwn children seem to he gelting
out of E?ﬁ%? But | don’t let them go too fa%r“ ﬂ’}m
sure that the boy will try notto get into mischief
here’’. Upali was boarded at Mr Dharmasingha’s
place with this kind of understanding.

Both, the father and the headmasier do not
seem to knowﬁt}at Upali is not made for academic
sducaiion and his love of adventure will lead him
tar beyond they could ever think of. ﬁMé’-

- Mt Dharmasingha’s household is too Sober for
Upali. The orderly lifeis not for him. 1€ Upali quaneis
with Mr Dharmasingha, it will be not because he
has anything against him, but because quiet sober
life is not what he wants.
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CHAPTER THREE
HOW | WENT TO SEA

What effect does the title of this Chapter create in
your mind ?

The first title was Robbsers. The second was The
Veddha Game. In Robbers, the boys tried out a
robbery. In the second game they went about with
bows and arrows and shot at agirl and injured her
even though slightly. So, they are not make - believe
games, but miniature real activities. | would like to
go to sea in a boat very much. Therefore ! expect
the boys to go te sea on their own, The title makes
me impatient to read the Chapter. | want to know
how it would be in a boat at sea.

What made the children dlslxke Mr and Mrs Dhar-
masingha ?

Mr Dharmasingha does not understand that chil-

dren live in a world of their own and in that world,
children do not behave like adults. That is why it
is different from the world of adults That is why he
always lays down prohibitions. ““Don’t do this,
Don't do that’”” are the only things he tells chil-
dren, But what children want to do is exactly
what he does not want them to do, like climbing
trees or mountains; playing in water; going about
and discovering things by themselves etc. Mr Dhar-
masingha never came down to the level of children
“and’ W part in things that they,like. The annoy="
ance of children was displayed by oing things that
he did not want them to do.
Why do you think it was difficult for Mr Dharma-
singha to explain the third precept in the five precepts
in Buddhism - I'll endeavour to refrain from unlawful
sexual relationships.

Mr Dharmsingha could not explain the third pre-
cept probably because he did not really understand
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it. Children do not undeistand what is meant by
‘unlawful’ or ‘sexual relaticnship’. in other words,
Mr Dharmasingha was trying to explain something he
himseif did not understand tc chiidren who did not
know tha meanings of the terms he used in his
explanation. They will understand what he says if
it is explained to them a few years iater.

Relate the incident of frogs.

Durirg the rainy season frogs come out from
their hiding places to enjoy rain. The boys have
_lot of fun trying to coliect frogs. So one day Upali
and Gunadasa a_were coilecting frogs when they go?
the idea to {ease Somalatha by taking some f:ogs
into the room. They took a few frogs in acocont
she!l covered with enother coconut shell into the
room and let them go. Somalatha, shouting “Ee” ran
out of the door. Then ali three of them got toge
ther and took the frogs into the dining rgom, put
them on the table, and covered them with a fiat
clay hatti. 1t was scon time fortea. There was a
plate of helapz and a bunch of ripe plantains oo a
white plate and the hatti that the boys had kept up
side down. The boys and Somalatha were walching
with fear what would happen. Mr Dhamasingha
fifted the hatti saying “What's under this ?”” Then
he jumped away from the table dropping tha hatti.

54 ed on the floor. There were frogs all over
tT-Ja table,
How did Mr Dharmazingha take up the joke ?

Mr Dharmnasingha got very angry and sisoped
Somalatha who was izughing, ﬁ’iofﬁxgéhe joke. She
ran to har room crying. ‘-{a unadasa inte
the children’s room, threw him in and locked the
door. He caught Upzli by the ear and put him in
the other rcom. He locked the room and took the
kay. Mr Dharmasinghz did not take jt as a joke
What do you think aliout the way Mr Dharmasingha
reacted to the joke?

10
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Mr Dharmasingha shouldn’t have taken the joke
so seriously. He could have given them a smal!
punishment like cleaning up the room and putting
the frogs back in the garden. He couid have with-
drawn their afternoon tea. The children ,wouldn't
have minded that at all because they hg'ﬁjoyed the
incident,

Who is Porisadaya ?

Parisadaya is the name of a devil that ate human
flesh. He lived at the time of Lord Buddha. In the
modern (Onhtext  any one who does not listen fo
advice and creates mischief is called a Porisadaya.

Describe what happened from the moment Upaliran
awzy from the room when Mr Dharmasingha went
to bring the cane upto when he was discovered in
the boat by a fisherman.

Upali ran from the rocom and jumped over the
back fence to escape from the headmaster. He did
not return home that night and Mr Dharmasingha
began to look for him with some men from the vili-
age. He ﬁ?b“t""&?:’%i;ﬁaving from one thicket to another
without being seen by the men. When the men went
out after dinner to look for him again, Upali went
to the beach. The Modniit beach and the sky were
beautiful. He watched fishermen going to fish in their
canoss. He climbed into one of the big sea-going
boats drawn up on the beach and lay in the stern,
the back end of the boat. Soon he fell asleep. Houre
later he was awakened by the %(‘Sﬁ?ﬁéﬂbf the boat. The
sun had risen. He heard a cresking and a . .sound
of voices. All of & sudden he was discovered by
& fisherman who worked in the boat. He shouted
“Menna ! Thare’s a boy in the boat'’ and sveryane
was surprised to see him there.

Describe what happened after Upali was discovered

in the boat at eegi_as if Upaliis relating the story
to Jinna. S Brop o
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The fishermen were highly s;jr(p:;i;?ed _when they
3 - AR TS fosien s ¢ 8GR
discovered me in the boat. /By this tlmejthey were
far away from the shote and there was no time for
them to take me back and get back to their fishing.
So they decided to take me with them to hantenna,

the balaya fishing ground.

When | hsard, their decision, | was thrilled. We
were but of sight of lamd) | thought we must be

in the middle of the ocean. | could see nothing
but the sea(on all sides.” . 000~
e C et . S S YN : ,‘J::’F""""—”";T’." A<

There was a ;z';:et%gxybf%z"’é"and the(sail was “unfur-

led.) The boat began to move fast with the help of the

breeze. The fishermen were Affi4z6d to see me stand-

ing firm in theﬂ?iddge of the boat holding on to
)

a Bote” The Kelmaim

i LA

msman was ssuipsised at my fear-
lessness. The boat went ‘ﬁﬁsm’ﬁ'af nd when we reached
hantenna, the men let down the stone dfichor slowly.

Soon they were ready for fishing. They tied
their sacks at their waist and took up their huge
bamboo . fishing rods. Two of them got out the bait
?tfured-ingura and threw them into the sea asif he
#® sowing paddy in a paddy field. Hundreds of
balaya came jumping and fighting for the bait, chur-
ning the water. The ffishermen held .thgir rods
against their hips with one hand and their“lines into
the water with the other. Their sacks were reacy
tied to their waists. It was like a machine. As soon
as the line fell into water they pulled it away and
a balaya fell into the boat. | never saw anything
like it. The sea around the boat was fuli of balaya
and it did not take much time to catch a boatiul.
The fishermen too enjoyed it

13

When the boat was full, they stopped fishing
and sat for their meal. Each one of them had a
packet of samba rice, balaya - ambu! - thial and po!
sambola. Each one gave me a handful and | had
more than | could eat. | ate sverything because |

12
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didn't have anything to eat all night. Then ! drank
some water out of a coconut shell.

Our return journey too was interesting. They
hauled in the anchor and the becat began to move
landwards. For a long time | could not see any-
thing but water all around me. After a while | saw
the shore like httne smuages in the sky far away.
They é‘racfuahy took shape as trees. We came ashors
at about three o’clock in the aftarnoon.

“The Trip to Sea” is a fascinating incident that
children will enjoy reading for a long time to come”,
What makes it fascinating.

" The children, even those who live along the coast,
rarbly get a chance to go fishing in a balaya boat.
Only exparienced fishermen are taken. But children
are familiar with stories about deep sea fishing and
love to go fishing. The description of the fishing
trip with Upali as the hero is nothing but a fulfii-
ment of a farﬂacv Meeting the challenge of being
at sea like a vetfiran fisherman, watching the fasci-
nating sight of catching balaya without sven a bait
to the hook, the bailaya hitting the sack tied round
the waist of the fisherman and falling inte the boat
without even the fisherman tffouching it, the boat
filling up wuh fish gquickly, thes sight of balaya

moving Visibly “around the boat and the sight of thriff = "=

the fishermen get as they catch the balaya are cer-
tainly fascinating sights sven to adults. The writer
descnbeq eve{vxhnng with all the details, the scene
gets mgvamed in the minds of children and remain
with them fora long time. It also creates an.interest
in fishing and the children are pFovokedto find out
more details about how fishing is done.

Describe the charactsr of Mr Dharmasingha in Madol
Doova. What did Upali think of him? (GCE (OL)
Dec. 1992).

13
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M: Dharmasingha was & headmaster of a village
school. He was a tyblcai ‘'school teacher. Even a%
home he cpoka as |f “he s speakmg to a class of
children, gestu lng wuh his forefinger. He locked
overworked, and pfel‘ﬁaturely ogc( His black hair was
greying already He had acoalblack face which made
his eyes ook strangely briiliant. His teeth, too wete
milk white. He ended every sentence with *“‘unders-
tand ?”’. even when he was talking to adults. The
headmaster smiled a little when he welcomed people,
but his face soon tookaw,eary) and cheerless loak

The headmaster was a "ﬁ’érn man, he wanted o
discipline the children, m}cludmg his own two chii-
dren. However, the day the inspector visited the
school, he belj\aveda little” childish/ The eadmaste:
was so. Sédfed that he did not think it ‘% below
his d/gnily to $6ek the cooperation of the pupils 1o

, cheat the inspector of schools.

P Py

Upsali had nothing against the headmaster. He
doesn’'t say anything bad about him. His playing
with f{rogs, pulling down- the rmm gwng to sea and
fighnn with children were just {60tThe for him. His
“spirit’ ‘of adventure drew him {9 do many things
against the advice of the aduits, Mi Dharmasinghe
was another aduit who did not understand Upal

/&'—_ o 2 L T — /_/:’ LEBare gy
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CHAPTER FOUR
THE FIGHT

“The headmaster and his wife spent’ their time joy-
lessly”” Why does the writer say so?

They had a set routine in their behavicur. They
went to schoo!, and came back daily. shouted at
children all the time asking them not to do this and
that. Hoarded money like termites building an ant-
hill. They had nc close friends and did not go any-
where. This made the headmaster and his wife &
cheerless couple who did not enjoy life and did not
allow other people also to enjoy.

Why do you think that the headmaster allowed Upali
to go and play with his school f{riends after the
‘frogs’ incident? -

The incident of keeping fiogs under a hatt on
the dinner table and the trip with fishermen gavs
the headmaster znough trouble. He was so fed up
with Upali, that Upali's father was asked to take
him away. However, at the request of the father,
Upali was given time to stay back until the examin-
ation was over. The headmaster was afraid that
Upali might cause more troub'e if he was forced to
stay in the house. So he let him go out but kept
his two children at home.

Describe how the New Year meaiwas taken at that time.

The first meal for the New Year was taken at
an auspicious time all szeated on mats laid on the
floor. Traditionally this meal is taken off plantain
leaves. After the meal an invited gues! was given
kiribath and New Year foods. He rolled a little of
the miik rice into a ball and putitinto the oil lamp,
and placed aone cent coin beside it. Then he gave
coins wrapped in a bhetel leaf to each one in the
family, They were expercted to ksep thess wuntil the
next New Year ;

15



Why was the examination so important te the head-
master ?

The incident narrated in the story took place
over one hundred years ago. At that time annual
inspections of schools were made by a school ins-
pector. In additien to other things he tested the
childlen to find out whether the teachers had taught
them well. The salary increments to the headmaster
and ihe teachsrs were recommended on the basis
of good performance by children. Because of this
it was important to the headmaster and the teach-
ars that the children do well at the examination.

Do you think that Mr Dharmasingha was a good
teacher ?

We know very little about Mr Dharmasingha’s
teaching, but Upali says that he was a good teacher
because even a person like him who did not like
to tearn at schooi learnt a lot from him. But he
could not understand children and was very domi-
nant in his activities. Itis difficuit tc understand
how such a teacher can be a good leacher.

16



CHAPTER FIVE
THE CONFIDENCE TRICK

Descrice the relationship between the hradmaster and
Upal!i toweards the latter part of his stay at the head-
master‘s house.

After Upali's adventure at sea the headmaster
teft him alcne. He kept back Upali at his bhouse
only because his father pleaded with him to keep
him until the examination was over. However, nei-
ther Upali nor the headmaster had any malice towards
each other. In fact Upali admits that Mr Dharma-
singha was a good teacher, but Upali’s dislike for
school is inborn. The headmaster rarely spoke to him
and wanted to be left alone. Upali’s conclusion that
he left Welikanda to get rid of Upali without offend-
ing his father may be correct or it may be wrong. There
is no evidence to support that conclusion.

Why was Suranchiya cailed a confidence trickster ?

Suranchiya pretended that he has a spell which
opened the doors of houses for him to steal valuable
items. Since he was stealing things only from the
rich, the villagers did not dispise him. However,
when he came to the village, he played some tricks
on the villagers. Once he came with valuable pres-
ents for many pecple in the village, including the
Headman and when he had gone back, they found
he had taken all the valuable presents back with him
and some money in addition to that.

The cleveorest he played was the staging of Magadi
Natakaya. He soid tickets to show a play in the
village with well-known actors and actresses. On the
day the play was to be staged, he and his friends
faked a fightin the room behind the stage and got
away without staging the play. He didn't refurn
the value of tickets he sold.
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What made Suranchiya attractive te children?

Suranchiya was a six footer. He wore a black
shirt and a silk sarong. He had a black scarf tied
round his waist. He made friends with children by
teiling them various stories that caught the interest
of the children. The children knew the stories that
werea going round in the viliage and Suranchiya pret-
ended rthem to be true. He also brought nice presents
for children on his occational visits to the village
Ali thase made Suranchiya an important and an attrac-
tive figure in the eyes of the children.

Desctibe two confidence tricks played by Suranchiya.

Once when Suranchiya came to the viilage he
gave the villagers presents of silver spoors and
ivory-handied knives and gave the hsadman’s son a
watch. He gave the headman himsalf a dozen silver
spoons and table knives. Before he left the villags
that time he managed to get back the watch and
took twenty five rupess from the headman. Ths
trick he had played was that he had first got the
headman to lend him tweniy-five rupess. Then
he had told his son that police are coming to search
the viliage for stolen goods and taken back the
wrist watch to hide it until the search was over
Then he had disappeared.

in the second instance Suranchiyva sold tickets
to stage a play by well - known actors at that
time. On the day the play was to be staged, Suran-
crilya and his friends from Colombe had started a
bogus fight in the room behind the stage. When
the peopie ran away, Suranchiya and his men bhad
disapp2ared with the money they collected by selling
tha tickets.
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CHAPTER SIX
THE RAID

How important is cadju during the New Year season ?
The New Year season begins with the closing
of schools towards the end of March. Fruit trees
are full of ripe fruit during April and May. Mango
and cadju are the most popuiar fruit among children.
The children in the village are given the freedom
to play and usually mango trees and cadju trees are
at their disposal. The villagers iet children pluck
as much fruit as they want. Usually the children
are well known in the village and most of them ate
related to one another. Cadju has another sigific-
ance. Cadju Maluwa is considered an important item
at the New Year feast. Children play a number of
games for stakes of cadju and no one takes it as
gambling.
Describe the Cadju Raid from the point of view of
Upasakappu.

From the time cadju trees start bearing fruit, |
guard them from the village boys. They strip bare
all the cadju trees in the other gardens, but don't
enter my gerden when they gee me around. Cne
day | went to the near by town for an important
meatter and it did not take more than two or three
hours for me to return. When | entered my garden,
| saw some boys picking cadju and as soon as they
saw me all of them ran away except the one an
the tree. | got him to come down and held him
by the collar and threatened to take him to the
police. The other boys came back and wrestled with
me tc take away the boy | had caught. They over
powerad me, tied my hands and left me there and
ran into the wood with their accomplice.

Make a flow chait of the events upio Upali and
Jinna geing te occupy Mado! Doova

(1) Cadju Raid i2) Running away from home
{31 Finding wotk at a copra shed.
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(4) Finding work (B) Visiting (6) Moving to
in a hena and lsarn- Mado! Mado! Doova
ing to use a gun Doova

How does the writer prepare Upali as a young man
“who can manage a farm on his own.

The writer makes Upali to demonstrate his quali-
ties of leadership in the Cadju Raid. He conducts
the raid satisfactorily and saves the companian who
was caught. His running away from home and find-
ing work puts him on an independent footing. He
demonstrates his intelligence by the way he movss
about doing short stretches of work without getting
caugnt to his father. In the hena he gets some
vaiuable experience in cuitivation and also in using
a gun to protect the plants from animais. He visits
Madol Doova on his own, without even taking his
faithful supporter Jinna with him. inspite of all
kinds of fearful stories about the island he discovers
that it was not as it was claimed to be. Then he
gets the help of Podigamarala to find the toolis for
cultivating the land in Madol Doova. Thus the wrter
prepares the scene for the reader to bslieve that
Upali, even though young, is capable of playing the
role he is' going to play in Mado! Doova.

Why is this Chaptar Six (The Raid) of special interest
to chiidren? ;

Chapter Six describes several incidents that are
of specia! interest to children. The Cadju Raid, that
is raiding a cadju plantation of a miser who did
not allow children pluck some cadju from his trees,
is a war against injustice in the minds of chiidren.
They punish a man. with an evil reputation by tying
him up with a rope and running away with his cadju.
Then the running away of Upali and Jinna from
home through fear of being caught by the police,
finding work in a copra shed and livirg a secret life
pretending to be two fatherless children from Wali-
mada and then moving on when suspicions were
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aroused are from the world of fantacy of many a child.
Again the finding of work in a hena, learninrg to use
“a gun, shooting wild boar are things that children
love to do. Then going to Madol Doova, the strange
istand, discovering thatitis a good place to live and
finally moving to the island with necessities to live
there permanently satisfy the love of adveniurs.
Because of these events that make children live in
their dream world, this Chaptr*r is of sg:;ecm3 interest
to children. '

What does “Author's emendation’” mean on page 68
in Madol Doova?

“Author’s emendation’ means changes made in
the text by the eauthor to correct errors. In this
case the age of Upali was given as twelve in the
original edition. Here he has made it ‘nearly fifteen’
to give more authenticity to the stbry;

Describe what you have learnt about Madoi Doova
from this chapter.

Mado! Doova is one of the islands in the Koggala
river. This island had an evi! reputation. People did
not go to the isiand, bu: belisved that it was densely
forested and full of snakes. People from villages
on either side of the river used it as a dumping
ground for deadly serpanis. They did not want to
kill sarpants, particulary snakes. So when a snake
was found near 2 house they caught it in a mat bag
and took it to Madol Doova and threw the bag
ashore. People also belisved that Madol Doova was
haunted by various davils. Because of this even tha
fishermen avoided this island. There were tales to say
“that the island had been the home of bandits in the
time of ancient kings and there are many caves where
they lived those days. There were talks about a
sirange pool in the middle of the isladd. Everybody
said that quite recently they saw a ghostly figure
carrying a fite pot on its head walking in the island
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CHAPTER SEVEN
MADOL DOOVA

Who is Podi Gamarala ? Whatis the attitude of the
boys towards him?

Podi Gamara was the owner of @ hena where
Upaii and Jinna worked for a short time. He was
a villager who earned his living through cultivation,
Even though he had two guns, he did not like to
shoot animais. May be he used the guns to drive
away the animals. Upali and Jinna liked and res-—
pectad Podi Gamarala. Podi Gamarala taught Upali
to use a2 gun and aiso to cultivate land. He was
an eider as well as a friend to tham. Podi Gamarala
filled in a vacuum in the lives of these boys which
neithar their father nor the headmaster could fill.
Podi Gamarala advised Upali not set foot on Madol
Doova saying it was infestad with snakes and alse
it was haunted, something that Podi gamaraia belisved.
But when Upali returned’ from Mado! Doova after
his first trip to the isiand, he helpsd them to go
and ssettle down there, with ai! his hlessings.

What do you think of Upali now? is he stiil the
mischievous hoy ?

Now Upali is about fifteen vears old. He has
now outgrown his boyish mischief. His escapades
with his school friends had given him lot of experi-
ence and maturity. Throughout he had leadership
in him and now he wants to do something construc-
tive. His desire to go and cultivate Madol Doova,
the so called devil and serpant infested island, shows
how fearless be is. The boy has become a matured
man nOw.

“The way the boys 38t about occupying Madol Deoeva
shows their pionesring epirit”’. Explain.

Upali and Jinna prepared themselves well before
starsing for the island. They got the canoe repaired.
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Collected the tools they will need. Purchased the
provisions to flast for several days. When they lan-
ded on the island, they carried their things ashare
and beached the canoe. Then they construcied a
small pier to moor the boat.

Next important thing was to prepare snme place
to |ive. So they clezned up the cave and put their mats,
pillows and other stuff inside it. Then a fotpath
was made between the pier and the cave. When
the night fell they prepared their dinnsr, ate it and
s’ept on the mats in the cave. This was methodi-
cally done and nothing was left to chance. To go to
a new place where there had bean no people and make
oneself comfortable needs lot of pioneering spirit.
What wou'!d have bsen the effect of *"a light dipping
and rising in a deserted place’ on an ordinary villager?

Villagers believe in ghosts and evi! spirits. Vill-
age children learn about these things when they ars
very young. Kattadiya plays an important part in the
village life. They are superstitious as well. Gare-eli
or “walking lights’* are considered as evil things
that made people sick.  Therefore, an ordinary villager
wouid bave probably left the island on seeing ihis,
What makes the second pait of Chapter Seven in-
teresting reading?

There are three things that make ihis section in-
teresting to read. In the first plsce Upali‘s first attempt
at jishing, catching three fish and Jinna making a
tasty curry with it for dinper is nothing but a materi-
alisation of a dream that many yaung children have.
Secondily, the investigation to find out about the
“walking light” and their risky trip in the canoe io
the other side of he island ave full of adventure.
Thirdly the inguizitiveness created by the introeduction
of somebody crossing the river in the night from
the most dreaded part of the is'and to the viiiage.
Fishing, a boat ride with lots of risks and discover-
mg something that puzriad them make this section
quite intaresting.
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CHAPTER EIGHT
A STRANGE GUEST

What does the incident of cobra teill us about the
character of Jinna and Upali?

Jinna was stung by a cobra, but he did not want
Upali to kil the cobta. This tells us a lot about Jinna.
Unlike Upali, Jinna did not go to school at all. He
was living among the villagers throughout and was
exposed to the beliefs, folklore and rhe wvalues of
the villagers. For example, viilagers do not kill cobras
They ithink that the cobras could be the dead rela-
tives. They also believe that cobras do not harm
people in vain. To them cobra is a symbol of revenge
and whole family will be killed if a cobra is kilied
by someone. It does not attack innocent people,
Jinna believed all this. And also we come to know
that Jinne comes from a family of Sarpa Vedaralss.

On the ether hand Upali, even though he did
not like te go to school, was kept at school. That
exposed him to the attitudes and beliefs ' the stheool
system cuitivated. Therefore he does not believe ali
what Jinna believed. But it does not mean he is
above, ali of it. For examp'e, Jinna's claim that the
cabra can be Upali's dead moiher unsetiled Upali.
it made him angry because it was not something
that he could just shrug away.

How significant is Upali's fishing trip immediately
after the cobra incident? -

Jinna's statement that the cobra coulc be Upali's
mother reborn and comes to see him made Upali angry,
He was not angry with Jinna or any one in parti-
cuiar, but this upset him. May be that Jinna getting
stung by a cobra also unsettied him. Jinna was his
best friend and companian. Going to the river gave
him a chance to cool down. Agzin his success at
catching two fairly big paratiya, a prize catch among
fishermen, helped him to become normal again.
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How important is the visit of the Galle lawyer and
his family to Mado! Doova?

The lawayer and his family visited Madol Doova
in the company of Podi Gamarala, the eiderly friend
of Upa'i and Jinna. Both these facts are important.
Podi Gamarala is a well wishar of the Madol Doova
boys and he will not do anything that will harm the
boys. The lawyer, his wife and the two children enjoy-
ed their trip very much and appreciated what the
boys were doing. Now Upali and Jinna have a power-
ful friend who can help them if necessary.

What light does the incident of the headman and
the kachcheri ofticial visiting Made! Doova throw
on the behaviour of people? Dces this apply teo
modern life as well ?

The boys have cuitivated the land in the island
well and all those who visited it were happy. They
all encouraged the boys. The boys were happy because
they have done something that even the adults could
not do, or dared to do. Into this pieasant situation
comes the arm of the law, with its disguised vicious
intention. The !aw is there alright, but the attempt
to entorce at this point is caused by the desire
of the headman to grab the land the boys have
developed. |f not tor Podi Gamarala and the lawyer,
the headmant wouid have got the island by paying
more money than the boys could afford to pay.
This applies to modern life as well. When some-
one does something well and reaps the benefits of
it, others become jealous about it and pian to grab
it or to ruin the venture.

The headman of the village, a native, visited Madcl
Doova with a2 hidden intention to grab the land from
the boys. But the Government Agent, most probably
an Englishman, decides to give the land to the boye
on a reasonable rent inspite of other bids. What
does the writer want to impress on the readser by this ?
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During the colonial times, when SriLanka {Cey-
lon) was ruled by the British, minor officers cuch as
Village Headman, Arachchi, were natives. High coffi-
cers such as Government Agents, Magistrates, were
Britishers. Most of the British Officers wanted to
be fair by the natives. They upheld justice. But the
native officers in this country as well as in other
colonial countries such as India amassed wealth by
using the government rules to their advantage. The
writer brings this out very effectively by the inci-
dent of the headman visiting Madol Doova to grab
it from the boys and the Government Agent at Galle
(the ruler of the Southern Province at that time)
doing justice by leasing out the land to the boys
who have developed it, in spite of other applicants
who were prepared to pay more.



CHAPTER NINE
THE FLOATING FLAME

What does the discussion about the past tell us
about the character of the beoys?

Jinna's suggestion to go back tc the village was
made probably because of his desire to let the others
know about the success they have achieved. Now
they are the legal owners of the island. This kind
of lease is renewed once the fee is paid and after
a number of years outright ownership can be obtained
from the government. However Upali was not keen
on going, may be because of his ambition to culti-
vate the whole island. The rest of the talk was
mere remieiscences of the past.

Why do you think the writer has introduced another
incident relating to serpents, i.e. python?

This is a story for children. Children are keenly
interested in animal stories. This description of a
python swallowing a hare is something that can be
very interesting to children. Even though a python
does not look big, they know that it can swallow
even a deer if it can catch it. Most children are
used to this kind of story. in the contex the writer
presents the description, it makes the story of special
interest to children. ’

Decribe what happens when the boys get to the
other side of the island.

The boys went to the other side of the island
to solve the mystery of the ‘“‘walking fire’’. They
got there with great difficuity and they were shot
at by the man who occupied that part of the island,
Balappu. |t was because he mistook them for the
police. When the man was overpowered, he toid
the boys why he was there. The mystery of the
“walking fire"”” was also selved. It was Balappu
who did it to scare the people so that they may
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not come to that part of the isiand. Baiappu bacamea
a friend of the boys and the boys promised not to
talk about the murder that Balappu had committed.

What sort of a person was Balappu?

Balappu had been a cultivator of a hena whers
some other peopie also had the joint ownership of
the land. Those owners lived in the town, but when
the iand was well cultivated they claimed a part of
the produce. Balappu did not agree to this. When
they came with some rowdies to get a share by
force, and set upon him, he fought back and kilied
one of them. On the suggestion of his wife, he
pretended to have gone to India and hid in Mado!l
Doove. His wife had been bringing the provisions
for him to prepare his meals. He too cultivated
manioc and batala for his own consumption.

This shows that Balappu was a simpie man who
wanted to live a peaceful life. But the circums-
tances forced him to become a murderer. Since he
had no idea about thse. law that prevailed, he ran
away without facing the consequences in a court
of law. The people, at the time of this incident
took place had no idea of the British legal system.
The courts of law worked in the English medium and
what happend there was Gresk to them, however
good the British legal system was. And aiso it cost
a lot to defend in a court of law and Balzppu chose
the essy way out, that was (o hide.

This incident throws some light on another as-
pect of the story. Hadn’t the lawyer from Galle got
the lease of land in Madol Doova for Upali and
Jinna probably they toco would have been pravocated
to cemmit murder and make thsir lives a mess for
no fault of their own.

Write a character sketch of Balappu’s wife.

Balappu‘'s wife, we came o know from what
Balappu told the boys, was a strong tough wocman
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who did not mind doing anything that the situation
demanded. She was called Kakulukari because she
caught crabs. it is a tough job. She had to go in
the night with small baited nets and lay them in
the river. Handiing live crabs is no fun If acrab
catches a finger between its pincers you wil! not
be able to get away easiiy.

When she found that her husband bhad kiilsda
man, immediately she rose to the occasion and set
a plan so that he may live in hinding. Evary wesk
she came to the ill-reputed Madol Dcova with provi-
sions for her husband. She brought their child too
with her so that the child and father may spend
at least a few hours together. Balappu had a high
regard for her. When the boys indicated their desire
to meet his wife, he said that he will let them know
after consulting her. She was a hard working
woman doing the waork of a man as weli as a woman.

What does the episode of the skeleton tell us?

it proves that Upali and Jinna are now feariess
young men. They abseived the skeleton and inqui-
red form Balappu as to how it came there. Care-
fully they analysed the circumstancial evidence and
accepted what Balarpu said.

It also teils us that the isiand had been inhabited
by robbers in the fast., The writer refers to some
of the folklore stories about robbers down soutn,
This provides a certain amount of authenticity to
the story.
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CHAPTER TEN
THE RETURN OF THE PRODIGAL

A prodigal is a wasteful person. |Is this title appro-
priate 10 a story where Upali and Jinna are {the
main characters?

Upali and Jinna were not prodigals. They were
courageous, resourcefull, intelligent young men. With
little luck, like meeting people |ike the lawyer from
Galle and Podi Gamarala they made good. If the
title is referring to these two boys, it does not seem
aporoptiate. It is appropriate if it referred to Punchi
Mahatiaya, a lazy feilow who turned out to be a
hardworking farmer under the influence of Upali and
Jinna. But naming the last Chapter of this siory
giving prominance to a very minor character is not
correct. Martin Wickramasinghe, a veteran novelist
wouidrn’t have done it. May be the referenceis to
Upali from the point of view of his father. In this
Chapter we see that Upali returns home to see his
dying father and helps the family. He sets the mind
of his father at ease by treating his stepmother and
her son very kindiy.

Describe Upali’s visit home.

One evening the lawyer from Galie came to
Mado! Doova with Podi Gamarala and gave Upalia
piece of newspaper where there was a request from
his stepmother to come home because his father was
very ill. Promptly Upali went home. He found his
father ili. He consoled his stepmother by assuring
her that his leaving home was not due to her but
because he wanted to be independsent. He brought
a medical speciaiist from Galle to treat his father,
but the sickness was not something that could be
cured. But Upali's returning home was a great con-
solation to his father. Upali promissed to look after
ne stepmother and her son well,
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When Father died, he gave hima good funeral,
settied all the affairs, and returned to Mado! Docova.

Describe lUpali's return to his village from the point
of view of his stepmother.

It was a great consolation to me when Upali
returned home that evening. Even though we put
the notice in the newspaper, we did not have much
hope of his coming. There were two things that
gave me a lotof pain of mind. Everybody thought
that he left home because of me. Even though | ¢id
not do any wrong to him knowingly, | toc felt that
| must have done something to make him leave. Father
never biamed me, but he became a different man
altogether when his search for his son did not fail.
He lost heartin every thirg. His business too failed
and he developed a heart ailment. He wanted to
see his son before he dled. Therefore his coming
home after a long time was a great censolation to
all of us.

We did not know what he was doing. But soon
| realised that he is mow a very responsible, kind
man. He never said a word to hurt my feelings. He
consoled father and took charge of the situation:
The next day he went to Galle and brought the Chief
Physician of the Hospital to treat his father. Even
though the doctor toid us that nothing further coulo be
done for father, his visit gave us iot of consolation,

if not for Upali ws wouldn’t have given father
even a proper burial, He and his friends gave him
a good funeral. If not for his arrival, we would have
been almost lost after father's death. Upali consoled
us and promised to loock after everythirg including
the education of his halfbrother, my son. | never
expected him to be so large hearted form the way
he behaved as a child. Because of his return home,
his father died with peace of mind, and we are
confident that he will not fail in his promise to look
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after" us. | now feel asif he is une of my own sons
and | always bless him.

EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

Madol Doova is a very interesting novel. Give your
reasons for its popularity.

Describe how the writer builds up fear and suspense

in Chapter Nine - The Floating Flame in Madol Doava.
Do you like Upali and Jinna in Madol Doova? Give
your reasons for your answer,
Describs how Balappu happened to be in Madaol
Doova and the role his wife played in it.
Give your reasons for Upali and Jinna in Madol
Doova getting away from the accustomed paths of
the rural middie ciass.
Describe the importance of the role ~ Podigamarala
played in Madol Doova.
In ‘ Madol Doova'’, describe the character of the
headmaster, Mr Dharmasingha. What did Upali think
of him? (OL/1992) Answer on page 13.
Describe the boys, adventure on Madol Doova. Would
this kind of adventure appeal {0 teenagers of taday ¢
Give reasons. (OL/1893)
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