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7 o i @ U Ex-Co. members w1th the staff

Please see names on page 30.

Distribution of furniture at Karaveddy.
Rev.G.A.Sathees and.our field staff with the
recipient.

Distribution of water tanks at
Karainager. Our field Officer
J Mr.A.C.Vij ayapathy and Pro gram
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Manager.

Seminar on Advocacy. Co-ordinator
Human Development
Mr.A Navaneethakrishnan presides,

addresses.

Counselling program. The president
Mr.D.R.Arumaynayagam inaugurates.

- Displaced Kankesanthurai fishermenata
- get together with Rev.G.A.Sathees & -
Ms.Michelle Yonetani and our Program

| MrM.A Sumanthiran—Attormey —at-Law
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JOU Execyrrve CommiTTee 200872006

Searco Lo R
Ven. S.P. Nesakumar (Archdeacon of Jaffna), Major N.S. Jacob (Salvation Army), Rev. N. J.
Gnanaponrajah (Vice President & R.R. & R.Coordinator) Rev. A. Jeyakumaran (Hony. Secretary), Mr.
D.R. Arumaynayagam (President), Mr. R. Hariharan (Hony. Treasurer), Rev. R. Jeyakumari (Vice
President), Rev. S.K. Kadirgamar (Coordinator - Christian Education)

Sraworwe L 7o R:
M. V.B. Thanendra (Coordinator - Literature), Mr. Alfred N. Sinnadurai (Programme Manager), Mr.
A. Navaneethakrishnan (Coordinator — Human Development), Rev. E.N. Lawrance (Asst. Secretary),
Rev. A. Stephen (Coordinator — Theology), Rev. T. Thevanesan (Asst. Coordinator — Theology)

ABSENT
Rev. A.L. Lakshendrakumar (Coordinator -Youth Fellowship), Rev. M. Jude Sutharshan (Asst.
Coordinator - Youth Fellowship), Mrs. S.V.L. Mills (Asst. Coordinator - Christian Education), Mr. Noel
Vimalendran (Co-opted Member to the Ex. Co. & Asst, Coordinator R. R. & R. ) '

LEADERS OF CHURCHES MEET AT JOU tvw 20085

LToR:
Rt. Rev. Duleep De Chickera (Bishop of Colomba), Rev. W. Wijeyadasa (President, Baptist Sangamaya.)
Rt. Rev. Kumara lllangasinghe (Bishop of Kurunegala), Mr. D.R. Arumaynayagam (President, J.C.U.),
Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Jebanesan (Bishop - Jaffna Diocese of CSI), Rev. Noel. Fernando (President, Methodist
Church), Rev. George Stephen (Presbytery of Lanka), Mr. Noel Vimalendran (Treasurer, J.C.U.)




[ (]

Leaders of Churches meet
as a body of NCC.

The president NCC,
Rt.Rev.Kumara Illangasinghe
addresses a meeting of the
Jaffna Christian Union (J.C.U.)
regarding Tsunami disaster.
Names on page 20.

J.C.U.Executive Committee 2005/2006-

Please see their names on page 20.

atthe C.S.I. Kuddathanai' CSI Moderator’s
Comnussary Rev, PR. Nava'id:a Anngoolan
leads the service.
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(Coordinator — Literature).
My. S. Joseph Bala (Editor “Pathai”) speaks,

Mr. A. Jesurasa (Editor “Therithal”) speaks
Mr. K Velthanjan (Journalist) speaks

kim.

A section of the participants at the Seminar.

Semivar o JOYRNALISM

V4 Rev. Ruban Mariampillai (Editor “Pathukavalan”) inaugurates.
Seated from L to R: Mr. A, Navaneethakrishnan, Rev. R. Jeyakumari;, Mr. D.R. Arumaynayagam
(President J.C.U.), Mr, R. Hariharan (Treasurer), Rev. E. N. Lawrence and Mr. V.P Thanendra

3. Mr. V.P Thanendra (Coordinator — Literature) speaks, L to R: Prof. N. Shanmugalingam (Chief
Guest), Mr. D.R. Arumaynayagam (President JCU), Rev. A. Jeyakumaran (Secretary JCU).

6. Final day Session: Prof. N. Shanmugalingam (Chief Guest) a participant receives his award from

7 Myr. R. Ratheyan (Editor “Namathu Eela Nadu”) speaks

It is a privilege to send a short message on behalf of
the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka to the publication
of a magazine of the Jaffna Christian Union.

People face many disasters due to various reasons.
Some of them like war and poverty are human made without
any doubt. Some find it difficult fo understand the cause for
disasters of massive magnitude, and they find a scapegoat.
That scapegoat is natural calamities. It is because they fail to
wrestle with the root causes for some of these disasters. In
such a context we need to find a relevant theology and
spirituality to wrestle with some of these where there are no
easy answers.

The tsupami that devastated our land brought many
other tsunamis to our country. This is the same case with
regard to other countries that were devastated by the tsunami.
Huge influx of money arrival of many International Non-
Governmental Organizations brought a new culture to us. The
civil society that responded in very big way to the tsunami
became dependent. The people who were able to transcend
ethnicity, religion, political and other differences at the
beginning in responding to tsunami failed to sustain that spirit
for long, It is sad. Further many started to build their own
empires and develop infrastructure. How unfortunate it is!

We are happy to note with gratitude that the Jaffna
Christian Union responded to the situation by identifying the
needs, coordinating and monitoring the work. Human needs
were met with the support of many agencies, including ACT
International. We are grateful to all of them for that
partnership. We are indeed happy that JCU was able to respond
to the needs of the people and retain the ecumenical character
in their responses. We praise God for all those who carried
on the work ecumenically with transparency.

I wish to remind ourselves that in the pre-World
Council of Churches year in the 20* century, there were three
important movements that had three specific areas of interests.
They are the International Missionary Council, Faith & Order
movement and the Life & Work movement.

The Jaffna Christian Union gave lead from the early
20™ century to work together in Sri Lanka. There were times
where the Jaffna Christian Union organized regular
Theological Conferences to respond to challenges in the
changing Sri Lanka. We propose that the JCU gave the lead
to team theological lesson for tsunami.

There seems to be reluctance on the part of the people
to move beyond relief to rehabilitation and development. The
people need to stand on their feet. We need to assist the people
in such a way that the people may stand on their feet.

Our earnest prayer is that JCU may give a lead to
respond to disaster in a meaningful way by learning lessons
from the past and reflect on the theologically.

Rev. Dr. Jayasiri Peiris
General Secretary,
National Christian Council of Sri Lanka .
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Sue and I arrived in Sri Lanka for our first stint of
service in August 2000. We served in Wellawatte for just
over four months. On the invitation of the Jaffna Methodist
Church, Sri Lanka, we returned in August 2002 for an
appointment in Kollupitiya in November 2002. Kollupitiya
Methodist Church had arranged a ‘Goodwill Mission’. It
was on this visit that Rev. Karunasekara, then Superintendent
of the ‘Jaffna Methodist Circuit’ said he could do with Sue
and me there. The Methodist Conference Stationing
Committee and we agreed to this move. In January 2003
we arrived in Jaffna. Our return to the UK was in July
2005.

Of all my periods of service to date, it is the one in
Jaffna, which has given me the most vivid images of life,
lived under extreme difficulties.

Sadness and anger were stirred in me as I traveled
up the A9 for the first time I saw for myself then the
worthlessness of war. As a humanitarian and architect, [
was deeply moved at seeing all the damages and people
living under make shift roofs of tarpaulins and canvas in
and between the ruined buildings lining the route. The road
itself in places was no road at all, Either it was of broken
tarmac, or it was of red mud. Bridges were makeshift
constructions of old railway lines, tightly laid. The
devastations of civil war were everywhere about and none
more vividly than in the beheaded and blackened trees of
the coconut plantations. Never before in my life had I had
to pass through military checkpoints. Landmine warning
signs were everywhere. The dreadful on-going effects of
war were plainly evident, all around us.

Our night-time arrival in Jaffna Town, in January
2003, was completed after an eventful, eighteen-hour
journey from Colombo. At the Methodist compound we
were greeted by Karunasekara and a host of laughing and
excited children, bouncing around in joy. Unloading the
lorry with their help, we so made our home in the first floor
of the manse. And Jaffna became our home too, for two-
and —a-half years.

Up till the tsunami, given the ‘ceasefire’, the focus
we shared with you was much upon the restoration of
relations between national churches, between the national
faiths and between peoples, the restoration of services for

the communities and community groups of the peninsula
and the restoration of buildings and new building work.
After the tsunami, the focus, of course, changed. Post-war
rehabilitation had to take second place. The Jaffna Christian
Union Task Force was formed. New facilities were opened.
New services offered. Yes, there were the massive
frustrations with Colombo and International Organizations
over the releasing of much needed aid, but the resilience of
the Tamil people, to counter the terrors of death, want and
need, once again came to the fore.

In the period following the ‘ceasefire’, we
witnessed huge improvements to life in the peninsula. In
the six months we had with you after the tsunami, we saw
rescue give way to relief and, in turn, relief give way to the
beginnings of rehabilitation. It is a long and slow business,
we understand. And it is made more difficult because of
failures in maintaining the peace process. We continue to
share your deepest concerns at this difficult time in your
history.

Since leaving Rev. Kadirgamar in charge of the
Methodist work in Jaffna Town and our returning to the
U.K., we have been learning more about the responses —to
the demands of the war and the tsunami — of the UK in
general and the Methodist Church here in particular. Over
Christmas and the New Year we had many programmes on
radio and television, on the first anniversary of the tsunami.
This, more than the war and continuing troubles, has had
the greater publicity. People in our own circuit and churches
have been telling us of their fund raising efforts. The
Methodist Church Relief and Development Fund, Christian
Aid and the UK Disasters’ Emergency Fund were the three
main beneficiaries. The latter reports that large funds are
still available for long-term rebuilding in Sri Lanka. The
unresolved war delays the release of these funds.

As the JCU Task Force continues with its work
for another year, Sue and I assure you of our prayers and
efforts here to secure more funds for post-war and post-
tsunami relief. May God be with you and give you peace
and security. May He bless all your endeavours.

Rev. Dr. David. G. Palmer
UK Methodist Minister and former Mission Partner in Sri Lanka
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JOU MEMBERS OF THE RELIEF Task Foree 200572006

Seareo L. TOR.;
Rev. S.K. Kadirgamar, Major N.S. Jacob, Rev. N.J. Gnanaponrajah (R.R. & R. Coordinator), Mr. D.R.

Arumaynayagam (President), Rev. A. Jeyakumaran (Hony Secretary), Rev. R. Jeyakumari, Ven. S.P
Nesakumar.

Sraworwe L. 1o R:
Rev. E.N, Lawrence, Rev. A.L. Lakshendrakumar, Mr. A. N. Sinnadurai (Program Manager) Mr. R.

Hariharan (Treasurer)

SO U EXCCYTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND THE STAFF

Seareo L. ToR.;
Rev. E.N. Lawrence, Rev. R. Jeyakumari, Rev. A. Jeyakumaran (Hony Secretary), Mr. D.R.

Arumaynayagam (President), Mr. R. Hariharan (Treasurer), Rev. N.J. Gnanaponrajah (R.R. & R.
Coordinator), Mr. A. N. Sinnadurai (Program Manager)

Srawvorwe L. 7o R.;
Miss Juda Marinee Amalathasan, Mr. BT, Selvarajah, Mr. A.C. Vijeyapathy, Mr. T. Mariyanesan, Mr.
V.D. Jeyakumar, Mr. K.J. Jegathas, Miss R. Amitha, Miss Arin Roshini Ariyaratnam, '

ABSENT:
Mr. T Ajanthan, Mr. V. Daniel Jeyaruban, Miss T. Sharmila
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Opening ceremony of an Office for Tsunami
S Reliefat the J.C.U.

Meeting of the Action Committee and
befrienders chaired by the J.C.U.
Vice President Rev.R.Jeyakumari,
Ms.Michelle Youetani participates

Bt Action Committee & Befrinders at
a Meeting at the J.C.U.
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Rev. Dr. D.S. Dharmapalan

“Che "Csunami - Che 'Gdal

Wavé m Se1 Lanka

An Insight

Even if I hadn’t learned any other
lesson from the last ‘tsunami’,
I've learned this one for sure: I
now understand, I think to some
degree, the mystery surrounding
the parting of the Red Sea in the
Book of Exodus; when the
Hebrew people were able to
escape the pursuing Egyptians.
Although, in his epic movie, “The
Ten Commandments” Cecil De
Mills tried to depict the epoch
‘event’, as dramatic as possible,
he still left us with the ‘mystery’.
I seem to be able to see some
correlation between the parting
of the Red Sea and the

‘Tsunami’.

We learned that, on the
morning of December 26™, 2004, when
‘tsunami’ hit the coastline of Sri Lanka,
that it was travelling at a speed of 500
miles per hour, and when it got close to
land, that the waves reached a height of
50 feet, before they slammed the shores
of Sri Lanka. Sadly, when the waters
receded, it left behind an unprecedented
human loss and property damage, and
miles of utter desolation.

I am neither a physicist nor a
> seismologist, but my conclusion here is
. that there is a correlation between the
Biblical event of the parting of the Red
Sea and the ‘tsunami’, based purely on

the fact that water recedes to fill that
vacuum, it leaves behind a dry ocean
bed. In the case of the ‘tsunami’ in Sri
Lanka, an eye-witness told me, that as
far as the human eye could see, there was
absolute dry land, and that some even
ventured to walk on the dry ocean bed.

This simply convinced me that,
God musthave caused a ‘tsunami’ in the
depth of the Red Sea that resulted in a
stretch of dry land across the Red Sea,
enabling the people of the Hebrews
walk through to escape their Egyptian
enemies.

Having said all that let me now,
briefly give you my personal reflections
of our visit to the ‘tsunami’ devastated
area of Sri Lanka.

The Work in Progress

By the time my wife and I
arrived in Sri Lanka, on January 12*,
2005, the cleaning up operations was
well underway, especially in the North
and East, one could see no debris;
neither human nor animal remains, there
wasn’t any unpleasant smell, and we had
no health concerns, either. In less than
a month, with no help from the
Government of Sri Lanka, volunteers
from various private organizations, Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
such as the Jaffna Christian Union, and
Christian Churches, had done a fantastic
job of making sure that the displaced
folks were cared for. Especially in the
North and East, the victims were housed
in temporary housing facilities or in -
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tents, provided with ample food and
water, and that their medical needs were
satisfactorily met. I must say that the
Jaffna Christian Union had done, and
is doing a yeoman service of caring for
the people. But one must understand,
this was being done under very trying
conditions, because the ethnic violence
and the civil war had already destroyed
a good part of the infra structure in the
North and the East, and “Tsunami” only
added to the misery and multiplied the
woes of the people, especially to those
living on the coastal belt of the north and
east of the country.

Qur visit to the North and East
was most depressing, to say the least.
One could only see miles and miles of
desolation; and places where houses and
townships were before the ‘tsunami’,
now mere open spaces, even trees had
been uprooted. The members of the
Jaffna Christian Union took us to Point
Pedro, Potpathy, Manalkadu, and
Kudathanai. We also had the
opportunity to travel through Vanni, and
to see for ourselves the desolation
‘tsunami’ had caused in Mullaitivu,
which had been the one place worse
affected in the whole country. While
CNN and the other major world media
had concentrated their reporting on
Galle, Hambantota and Matara, anyone
who had visited the north-east will agree
that the devastation in the South was no
match to what ‘tsunami’ had caused to
the north-east. We saw it for ourselves
when we visited the south towards the
end of our visit. In fact, while the north-
* east was clear of all debris, the south was
barely beginning its task of clearing up.
While displaced people of the north-east
were content with what they had for a
temporary living, the folks in the south
were still begging for help, with no help
in sight. While we only saw smiles on
the faces of the people in the north-east,
there were tears and sheer desperation
on the faces of the people in the south.

I am glad that my wife and I
had, at least a small part in what I
consider to be some ‘relief” given to the
people affected by ‘tsunami’ in the north
of Sri Lanka. 1 am, of course deeply

indebted to the initiative the Senior
Pastor, the Reverend Steven Stolle, and
the congregation at the Osterville,
Massachusetts, U.S.A. took in raising a
total of $22,000.00, just in two weeks
for people in Sri Lanka. Evidently, this
initiative by the Osterville Church seems
to have had a ripple-effect that folks, not
related to the Osterville Church, along
with some other churches, and private
organizations, got on board, raising
another $11,900.00, bringing the total
to $ 33,900.00. By the good offices of
the members of the Task Force of the
Jaffna Christian Union, these funds were
methodically transferred by ‘wire-
transfer’ to the People’s Bank in Jaffna,
Sri Lanka where the J.C.U. has its
account.

When compared with the
tremendous loss of life and property, this
amount may seem rather ‘small’ to do
the job. However, when one considers
the largeness of the hearts of those who
gave; their passionate outreach to the
people of Sri Lanka in a time like this
certainly makes the gift “big”.

A Simplistic Strategy

Qur time in Sri Lanka was
going to be brief, and in meeting with
the Task Force of the J.C.U., | made sure
that we were not going to take time to
sit and discuss at length the pros and
cons of the help that was already in, or
to analyze the detail of the relief
operation. If we had resorted to that,
we may have spent the next month or
two discussing issues and finally getting
nowhere. We wanted the Jaffna
Christian Union to utilize the funds that
were transferred from the U.S.,
immediately. That being the case, we
came up with two simple strategies: (i)
select two major camp sites in the north,
namely Potpathy and Manalkadu and (ii)
provide a mode of transportation to each
household. And, the mode of
transportation we came up with was to
purchase bicycles for each household.
In three days, we had purchased 418
brand new bicycles, and distributed one
to each head of the household.

Finally

I made sure that my wife and I
were not the focus of the gift, and kept
our presence as inconspicuous as
possible. No one in any of the camps
knew we were the “gift-bearers”. Except
that the people were told that kind-
hearted folks in churches and
organizations in the United States were
gifting the bicycles to express their
Christian love and concerning, to lighten
the blow the people of Sri Lanka had
suffered due to the ‘tsunami’.

With the help of a medical
couple at the Osterville United
Methodist Church, I was also able to
collect medicine from the area hospitals,
clinics and private practitioners south of
Boston, and was sent to a “clearing
house” in Staten [sland, New York, to
be shipped to North-East. At the time
that we were leaving Sri Lanka, in mid
February 2005, we were told that the
crates of medicine had arrived in
Colombo, and were waiting to be picked
up by the TRO.

We owe our gratitude to the
JAFFNA CHRISTIAN UNION, for
helping all of us here to fulfill our earnest
desires to be in mission to the victims
of the tsunami in the north, and alse for
enabling us to complete our “mission”
in double-quick time.

A special thanks is due to Mr.
Noe! Vimalendran, the Principal of
Jaffna College, who served on the Task
Force as the Treasurer of the Jaffna
Christian Union in 2005. He was
gracious to act as the ‘Liaison Officer’
between the J.C.U. and the Osterville
United Methodist Church, especially
during this whole process of transferring
funds from here to the People’s Bank in
Jaffna., And, subsequently, to have been
J.C.U.’s spokesperson. In October
2005, he was able to visit Osterville
United Methodist Church, and to
provide the Church and its members a
brief statement of account, and also to
give an update of the work of the Jaffna
Christian Union in relation to the
ongoing relief work.

Rev. Dr. D.S. Dharmapalan
of Massachusetts, U.S.A.
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I thank God for this opportunity you had given to
me to express my greetings on behalf of my Diocese. I also
appreciate the work that had been carried out by J.C.U.
throughout the decades. 1would like to focus the activities of
J.C.U. under the following captions.

Relief and Rehabilitation:

The Relief and Rehabilitation project was started as
a part of training for the Leadership Programme. Especially
during the I.P.K.F. operations in 1987, the J.C.U. offered
emergency relief. In the meantime, J.C.U. was very much
! involved in a small way in repairing and reconstructing houses
and toilets among Muslim setilement.

After the Tsunami disaster, the J.C.U. got involved
| in a big way in the Regions of Jaffna, Mullaitivu,
| Vadamaradchchi and Thenmaradchchi amongst the tsunami

victims.
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Arewi(h RV FHMBHOHTHD DUTWIIPD MU BHelTen.

BB EICaurion Gefiimaig?
RCaH1 e eltiLg HTD Dol Seousd CFIHS

Gousniligul &L LTWSHMS 2 _Hheurda el L&l CurE@GagsHal |
iPBOTEMEOSHTE BTD efdH61, G LITORIEET, FaBH60 |

gulled uTeS ®eT U CWITHSHCBTD. Glg BT LDMMBTEHG N

50 g em<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>