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T. S. MUDALIYAR

A Brief sketch (by a close relation)
DR. C M, VANNIASEGARAM, Rtd. s. H. s.

T. S. Mudaliyar was born in an ancient and orthodox
Hindu family at Chunnakam with a silver spoon in his
mouth. His early life was colourful and spent in the
luxury of all good things in life in milk and honey
surrounded by heaps of fond relations and servants and
in a good Hindu atmosphere. He grew up in the lap
of a sweet faced, sweet voiced angelic mother who
lavished on him everything he needed. His mother
later became the wuniversally revered and respected
Chellachchi ammiar who was also closely associated with
the late revered Yogar Swami. Crowds elite and poor
swarmed her premises to be in her saintly presence
worship her and obtain her grace.

The pampered child grew up into a dashing young
man and is said to have dazzled the eyes of several
young damsels in the area with his tweed suits riding

a brand new motor bike. Marriages are made in heaven,

and sometimes even in the country. The country folk
naturally tied him up with his eminently eligible
maternal cousin. “Whom else could he marry?’’ He however
let the idea dangle in the air till more and more girls
set eyes on him and the cousin and her father grew
more and more anxious. He finally accepted his cousin
Vivekachinthamanypillai on the advice of his mother.

Easy going and comfortably placed young Mudaliyar
had no ambition to be a Doctor, Engineer or Lawyer,
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although his father was an apothecary. Those days
crowds of young men sat for the clerical, railway,
excise, sanitary and such examinations as a routine, got
well married and lived comfortably. Mudaliyar having
got through the railway and sanitary learners examinations
almost at the same time sat in the Railway office for
a short while and left it to become a sanitary learner.
Perhaps what induced him for the latter choice was a
motor bike from her fond mother.

As a sanitary officer he was soon marked for his
zeal and efficiency. The late Dr. Chellappah who revolu-
tionized the Health Services structure picked him as
his handy-man to build up the Kalutara Training Centre
This Centre became the cynosure of South East Asia and
Mudaliyar contributed to it in no small measure. When
cholera epidemic broke out in Trinco—Batticaloa area
in 1924, Mudaliyar was the first choice. Dr. Chellappah
was in command, Dr. C. T. Williams in charge of the
campaign at Kathiraveli and the writer in charge of
treatment. Mudaliyar did yeomen service in rounding
up patients and contacts over a wide area getting them
sent to the camp and bringing the epidemic to a speedy
control. He took great personal risk in going about the
villages where the disease was rampant. He was highly
commended for his work. There were no special posts
or plumps in the sanitary officers service those
days and Mudaliyar had to be satisfied with
‘COMMENDATIONS’ and the choice of good stations. He served
in Stations like Negombo, Trinco, A’Pura, Kadugannawa
and when his health got impaired he was allowed to
work from his own home at Chunnakam. Dr. Chellappah
apd later Dr. C, T. Williams did not lose their love and
regard for him as an efficient officer, till the end.
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The glow of Ilife began to dim in later
years. His only son met with a tragic end,
His eye sight and general health got impaired,
The husband of his only daughter, also a P. H. I.
had to retire on account of ill health. In spite of
these he kept up a bright home and good cheer to

the end which came in a peaceful manper,.

As a close kinsman and doctor he used to frequently
contact me. He had a good and kind heart to every-
body and bore his difficulties cheerfully. He was never
in need and kept up his dignity and independence to
the end.




T. S. MUDALIYAR

AN APPRECIATION
by
V. M. Cumaraswamy, District Judge, Mallakam

|t is said that some are born great, some achieve
greatness, some have greainess thrust upon them. The
late Mudaliyar belonged to the first category.

He was born in a leading and respected family
from Chunnakam. He was doubly fortunate that he
was the son of the great pious Lady Sellachiammabh,
the Sage of Chunnakam, respected by Yogar Swami.

Mudaliyar had a commanding and charming personality
and was the most popular figure at Chunnakam. He was
an excellent conversationalist and was full of anecdotes.
He, by his simple and pleasant ways endeared himself
to one and all. He made himself accessible to everyone
who wanied his company. Even a small child was happy
in his company. He treated him as his equal and
made him feel comfortable. He had a natural knack
of making people comfortable and happy in his company.

He served as Public Health Inspector in many parts
of the Island and wherever he served, he was loved
and respected and fondly remembered.

He was a great host.  Though himself a strict
vegetarian and teetotaller, he entertained his guests most
lavishly. He used to recall with pride how at Trincomalie,
in his early days, he entertained in grand style two of
Jaffna’s famous lawyers H. A. P. Sandrasegara K, C. and

"""
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S. D. Tampoe, when they went there for a case; and
how deeply beholden they were to him for his great

hospitality.

The only fault Mudaliyar bhad, if fault it was,
was that he was a great chain smoker, He enjoyed
his smoke even to the very last moments of his life,

His voice is now stilled. No more could we hear
him narrate his pleasant stories. But his memory will
be evergreen for we have not another like him here.

May his soul rest in Peace.

Om Shanti, Shanti.
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