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KARTAHIGESU  VISUVALING AM

K SIVASURIYAR

Tl 1 i i
“+ne mortal remains of K, Visuvalingam were cremated on

the 2nd June, 1986. He was fondly and affectionately called
"Aiyah'",

After a very brief period of hospitalisation, ‘Aiyah’ passed
away peacefully. Thousands flocked to pay him their last respects
and many thousands, who would have wished to witness the
funeral rites, sadly missed the opportunity due to the tension
pervading this part cf the country resulting in the restricted
mobility of both traffic and personnel and thereby wvere unable
to make their journey from the outskirts of the Peninsula,

Aiyah’s State career commenced with his appointment as a
Civilian officer at Police Headquarters. His penchant for work
and mora work which he enjoyed together with his highly - balanced
habits, the human touch he hed in abundance, the unsosteni-
atious department, loyality. honesty, integrity and the capacity
for work, earned the admiration of every cne. In fact. Aiyah
was not only the cynosure of all eyes in the Police Depart-
ment, but aiso a household name so much so, when anyone
mentioned his name, he was fondly called “Police Visuva’’ The
examples sat by Aiyah are worthy of emulation by every one
of us: He richly enjoyed the confidence of his superiors and
comimanded the respect of his subordinates,

Whilst in Service, he tocok an active interest in Trade Union
matters and championed the cause of many whose just demands
wers denied, He fought valiantly and where there had been a
travesty of justice, he fought like a lion. This was only one
facet of himself To the many downtrodden, he was the guiding
angel and by his gentle qualities, offered solace. He showed in
no unmistaken terms his interests in religion and very often
used to say ‘‘you can only serve God through man’’. He trans
lated thus unigue quality into action at all times.

As a social worker. his office hours started in the early
hours of the morning till late into the night, unmindful of his health

During the evening of his life. when many others of his
age - group would haye reciined to the easy-chair puffing the




pipe and engaging in mild and humaurous conversation, he acti-
vely partook in social work with his proven capacity for self-lass
service. Whan the refugee problem bsgan with ethnic viclence of
1977, Visuvalingam Aiyah was the obvious choice. He readily
accepted the responsibility and, starting from scratch, he handled
the refugee problem beautifully. When the worst ethnic confli.ct
ef July August 1983 erupted. Visuvallngam Aiyah was there
right on the spot in Golombo and effectively ran many refugee
camps of unmanageable size with very limited finances. Almost
overnight he contacted potentiai business magnates and must-
ercd sufficient funds to feed tho thousands of refugees from ail
walks of life who poured into the refugee camps in Colombo.
He worked round the clock and many of his coworkers wonderd
whether he wae a ‘robot at work.

when the Refugees Rehabilitation Organisation )TRRO Ltd) was
incorporated as a Limited Liabillity Company gnd commenced
activities in Jaffna, Visuvalingam Aiyah was again the unani-
mous choice. Since 1983, the refugee problem stretching from
Mannar in the north to Thirukovil in the Eastern Ftovirice
became so acute. that thousands who had ne roof to live under,
no foed to eat, and no ciothes to wear, were looked after under
the able stewardship of Visuvalingam Aiyah. To those weoc lived
in despair, Visuvaiingam Aiyah was there on ihe spot to deliver
1he goads to sonsole them, and guide them. The task weas enor-
mous, but Aiyah, with his proven ability for otganising and
sfeering the heavy respensiblity, was a living super=human

force- His uutimely demiss has created a vhid that canot be
adequately brieged.

Visuvaiingam Aiyah was a true Gandhian and demonstratad in
No uncertain terms the Gandhian principles which he followed
scrupulously. A frail ahd unassuming figure he was, but the
goods he delivered against not so-easily surmountable odds,
cannot be measured quantitatively. Anyone could reach him
at all hours and he never hesitated to give precedence to
‘service to others’ than to ‘seif’ — to look after himself.

Aiyah lea'ves behind his truly - devoted wife and two  dutiful
sons who will undovbtedly carry on the good work end the

example set by this super-human soul. We all miss him so
badly in this hour ef dire need.
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