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«If any progress is to be made in the developement of a real
science of Hinduism, as it now is, our English people must have the means
of obtaining some insight into the living system which exercises
at the present day such a marvellous power over the minds of the great
majority of the best Tamil people. For, under some form or other, caivism
“is the real religion of the South India and of North Ceylon, and the
caiva Siddhantha phylosophy has, and deserves to have far more
influence than anyother. Preface Page 3.
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The Saiva Siddhanta system is the most elaborate, influential
and undoubtedly the most intrinsically valuable of all the religions of
India. It is peculiarly the S8outh Indian, and Tamil, religion, and must
be studied by every one who hopes to understand and influence the great
South-Tndian people. Caivism is the old prehistoric religion of South-India
essentially existing from pre-Aryan times and holds sway over the hearts
of the Tamil people. But this great attempt to solve the problems of God,
the soul, humanity, nature, evil, suffering and the unseen world, has
never been fully expounded in English. Its text books (probably its
sources) exist in Tamil only and in high Tamil verse, which is often made
of set purpose obscure and difficult. (Classical Tamil is very little studied,
yet this key alone can unlock the hearts of probably Ten millions of the
most intelligent and progressive of the Hindu races.
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