@mw ERQL SEP OCT |-].
| o riigi@ @"5@(5@: !

Ea]ﬁ]._ J ungs wrpprhyrd spssptemis &
Saphy agddp ALePunsaard
grig gppuadaw adp uhpr Hocuib,
waETHLY SrhBuD, ShSyr ardiab,
e dpba apsrd b doLdeid

adry ®pd mw&mdr mqua‘:‘mﬁwsﬁ

gfoo;}@ O




Tamil Community Centre
Hounslow

LOLP FUPEH @smb

e English v @ Tamil r=

¢ Maths . ¢ Yoga

e Science =~ @ Story Telling -+
Senior Citizen Drop-In Service

A variety of activities for senior citizens to enjoy.
Tamil Community Centre is providing a number of

services and advice to the senior citizens of the
community. Tea, Coffee and snacks available.

Date: Every Wednesdays
Time: 10:00am till 3:00pm

© Free Immigration Advice

10 School Road, Hounslow, Middlesex TW3 1QZ

sy BSTHW aFaIIND, aeuaTardd penweare)
~ Upussd 1 venfule) Babel 3 warlasT Bewd.
WSBWITT POTHIGL_6D Rifoe
Drop-in Service -
2 BGDHETUUS Q) 61F WIS 6)BITET GHEIGET.
United Reformed Church, 114 Hanworth Road , Hounslow , Middlesex TW3
S TLMYBEHESD:
07947 816 273, tccentre@googlemail.com
tamilcommunitycentre@googlemail.com
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Chuderoli Publication Society,

15, Rutland Road, London E7 8PQ

United Kingdom

Tel : 0044 208 552 6992

Mob : 07957 666 598

Email ; itsampanthan@hotmail.com
gb9a0 SofhS

8. 8on. wSeunercE, aw.aav.ab.,
4, Sourashtra Nagar, 7th Street,
Choolaimedu, Chennai - 600 094.
Tel : 0091 44 65180155/0 9444 111 951
E-mail : eramathi@rediffmail.com
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8. BungFmso, Tel : 017-3793997;

E-mail : Pooganesvari.Arumugan.nielsen.com
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Other countries . 20 200
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YES, I'T'S, "NEW,
NEW LABOUR'

It's time for a change. A change is what it's

DAWN OF A NEW IRA

time for. You've
heard the word
change. Now it's
time to put change
into action.

And the
reason we need
change is because
we need a new
approach. We need
to rebuild trust bet
ween the people
and their govern
ment. Because that
is what has broken
down.

The people have lost that sense of trust. For
too long they have been let down. They have seen
their pensions taken away from them. They have

seen billions
hospitals.

frittered away on schools and

Their children cannot afford anywhere to
live. They have noticed | haven't mentioned Iraq
yet. And they rightly want to know who was
responsibie for all this. Well, let me tell you a story.
When | was a wee brain growing up in the small
British town of kircaldy. | went to the local school.
And not Eton or Fetters, like some people who
didn't listen to the British people when they
demanded change, particularly at the top.

And do you know what the motto of that
school was? It was one | can never forget: Usque
conabor, which means 'l will try my utmost' and is
an important change from some other pecple's
school mottoes, which must have read 'l shall lie
my utmost', But as | said, things have changed and
| learned there, in that small, British state school,
the most important lesson of my life - "Try, try and
try again until you become prime minister.'

And | think what we have seen today shows
just how true those wards are. As your new Prime
minister, | am proud to say that | am filled with
humility at the thought of the task that lies ahead.
There is much needs to be changed. But | give you
my solemn word that one thing will not change -
whatever happens, | will do everything in my power
to blame the previous government.

@
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Immigration Applications <
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< Entry Clearance Applications,Appeal
Landlord & Tenant Matters
Family / Divorce Matters
< Power of Attorney Wills & Probate

For Service, Call at :

1st Floor, 246 Hoe Street, Walthamstow, London E17 3AX
Tel : 020 8521 4686 Fax : 020 8521 9919
E-mail : thanasolicitors@yahoo.co.uk
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Srilankan Tamils:

Anatomy of Indian Involvement
A. K. VERMA

(The author was the Chief of R & AW at the time of IPKF operations. For too long, Indian
intelligence has been blamed for the debacle in Sri Lanka. For the first time, the
developments as seen by the Indian intelligence then have been presented)

The core problem in Sri Lanka is one of identity.
The Tamils want to preserve their identity. The Sinhalas
want to overrun it. No solution has emerged ever since Sri
Lanka became a republic almost sixty years ago.

Today, the Sri Lankan Tamil quest for identity has
crystallized around the demand for Ealam. lronically, this
milestone has been reached only because the Sinhalas, in
various negotiations conducted through the period, refused
to be generous to let the Tamils live as equal citizens and
not a suppressed minority. Originally, the Sri Lankan Tamil
leadership was moderate, willing to be a part of federal Sri
Lanka, provided some minimum conditions were satisfied
like recognition of Tamil as a national language, autonomy
in the North East of Sri Lanka, equal opportunity in
education and employment and non colonization of
predominantly Tamil areas by non Tamil Srilankans.
Sinhala obduracy and consistent bad faith led to the
emergence of young militants who tock over the leadership
of the Tamil struggle from moderates. Today, as in the past
more than 20 years, the shots in the movement are called
by V. Prabakaran, the LTTE Supremo.

His experience with the Sinhalas has taught him
that the Sinhala leadership of whatever hue cannot be
trusted. He has implicit faith that Ealam is an achievable
objective and he will be the one who will lead his pecple to
this destination. His confidence in himself and his mission
makes him in his own eyes the sole arbitrator of what can or
cannot be accepted on behalf of the Sri Lankan Tamils from
the Sri Lankan Government.

Unfortunately, the Government of India has been
slow in grasping this truth. The failure is largely systemic
because policy decisions in the past were often made
without the benefit of well conducted policy research and
analysis. Structures did not exist which could carry out an
objective study of a situation, examining its short term and
long term dynamics and throwing up a set of options with
likely scenarios, for the policy maker to make his choice. It is
evident that a study of this nature would try to reconcile
various contradictions and their implications before
recommencding policy steps. In point of fact, policies those
days were made through discussions in a core group, with
rarely a position paper being ever presented to the
discussants by anyone. No minutes were ever recorded and
circulated after discussions which were often attended by
bureaucratic overlords whose sole qualification for inclusion
in the core group was their over lordship, not expertise,
knowledge or understanding of the issues at stake.

Bickering was not uncommon and were often initiated by
these overlords whose objective would thereby be to
register their over lordship.

India displayed no interest in the Sri Lankan Tamil
ethnic questions till early 1980s. Prior to that the Indian
interest had gravitated around the plantation Tamil
immigrants from South India, who for more than 150 years
had become the backbone of the plantation economy of Sri
Lanka. After Sri Lanka's independence, the Sinhala
authorities wanted them, now numbering a million with
several of them with residence in Sri Lanka for more than
one generation, to be treated as Indian citizens. The Sri
Lankan Tamils looked upon the plantation Tamil as a
distinct group, separate from them. Consequently, the
former did not enter India's focus at that time.

But the rumblings of what was to follow had already
started. The Sinhala leadership had displayed consistent
insensitivity to implementation of their agreements with
Tamil leadership over questions of regional autonomy and
other rights of equal citizenship. The communal tempers
were constantly rising and erupting in clashes. In July 1983,
riots broke out which eventually catapulted ethnicity to the
top of the agenda and marked that a point of no return had
been reached for the Tamils of North East. The riots had
erupted in Colombo and elsewhere after LTTE killed 13 Sri
Lankan soldiers in the North on July 13 after an ambush. In
these riots several Tamils were killed, including those
locked up in prisons. There was credible suspicion of
involvement of Sri Lankan Govt.

The riots led to an exodus of Tamils from Sri Lanka -
into Tamil Nadu, bringing into focus for the first time for the
Government of India and people of Tamil Nadu the intensity
of the ethnic question. The Indian reactions were guided by
its political and strategic interests which required that while
Sri Lanka must remain a united country, it should be
advised against seeking a military solution of the ethnic
probiem through internai and external resources. Fearing
that the influx might arouse fires of Tamil or Dravidian
nationalism in Tamil Nadu also, it was felt, an option should
be kept in hand to neutralize any effort by Sri Lankan
Government to enforce a military solution in the North East.
A decision was therefore taken to keep pressure on Sri
Lanka by giving military training to Sri Lanka Tamil groups in
India.

Actually there was no danger of igniting Tamil or
Dravidian nationalism in Tamil Nadu. Dravidian nationalism
had been just an intellectual concept of its progenitor
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Periyar EV' Ramaswami Naicker, not based in ground
reality. This theoretical formulation had also not even
included Sri Lankan Tamils in its sweep. Besides in 1962,
the idea of even Tamil separatist nationalism had been
buried for good by CN Annadurai, founder of DMK. Training
of Sri Lankan Tamils in India was, therefore, not a good
idea. The situation in Sri Lanka was not comparable to East
Pakistan in 1971, which became Bangladesh towards the
end of that year. As later events were to prove Sri Lankan
Tamils did not hold themselves beholden to India for all the
assistance they received.

As Sri Lanka, in panic, looked for assistance from
outside powers like US, UK, even China and Pakistan,
Indian diplomacy tried to checkmate such efforts and to
persuade the SL Govt. to devolve substantially central
powers to North and East by creating regional councils.
Indian efforts came to naught as Sri Lanka feared such
devolution would lead to secession, with Trincomalee
becoming the natural capital of Ealam Tamil region. How
deep such fears ran was illustrated later by how quickly the
demerger of North and East was brought about by the Sri
Lankan Govt. after the IPKF left Sri Lanka.

However, India did not give up and hosted meetings
in Thimpu in July and August 1985 between Sri Lanxan
Government and Tamil militants. It was the first time that all
the Tamil militant groups came together to make a united
set of proposals to the Sri Lankan Government, seeking
recognition of identity, self determination and dignity.
Unfortunately, the Sri Lankan Government failed to
appreciate that this was an occasion to explore various
options with the young leadership of the Tamil movement.
The talks failed as the Sri Lankan Government could not
offer anything to meet the Tamil aspirations. It also became
evident that Indian influence did not count for much either
with the Sri Lankan Government or the Tamil militant
groups.

Failure at Thimpu also indicated that the
negotiating process had reached a dead end. Sri Lankan
Government felt that it must get back to a military campaign
to vanquish the Tamils. The siege of Jaffna followed, with
bombing raids and starving of Tamils in the Jaffna
Peninsula. This caused a tremendous sense of outrage in
Tamil Nadu. India was left with no option except to send IAF
relief flights over Jaffna to air drop supplies.

The July 29, 1987 Indo Sri Lankan agreement
inevitably followed as yet another manifestation of Indian
concerns for arresting the drift towards a long civil war.
However, the agreement was another example of a flawed
exercise. President Jayewardene ot Sri Lanka might have
sued for peace with the Tamils through the pact but
obviously enough notice had not been taken of the seeds of
insurrection which were sprouting in the South among
militant Buddhist Sri Lankans who were dead set against
any compromise towards Tamil aspirations. Their party JVP
was an off shoot of the rural youth movement of the sixties.
By 1980s it had acquired formidable strength in urban and
quasi urban regions also. The agreement incorporated two
major concessions to the Tamils, a single administrative
unit with devolved powers in North and East with a single
provincial council and elections to this council before

December 1987, Prabhakaran's heart was not in it as by
that time he had already decided that Tarnils deserved
nothing short of Eelam. Indian assumptions that he would
accept less were illusory. Similarly the dream expectation
that a merger of North and East would be genuinely
acceptable to the Sri Lankan Government was unreal. The
agreement was doomed from the beginning. Indian
Intelligence had misgivings about this agreement and had
advised against the induction of Indian Military into Sri
Lanka which followed the signing of the agreement.

The intransigent attitude of Prabhakaran's LTTE
came to surface soon enough. It refused to surrender all the
arms which the agreement required. It refused to take part
in the elections to the provincial council of the merged North
East. The IPKF had in the meanwhile been inducted in Sri
Lanka to organize de-militarization of the Tamil areas. In the
absence of LTTE co-operation, the Indian authorities
allowed IPKF to become coercive.

The Indian decision to opt for military operations
against LTTE was based on the army assessment that IPKF
would take no more than a week to drive LTTE to its knees.
Indian Intelligence was not aware how this assessment had
been arrived at. Unfortunately, this assessment was not
subjected to any deeper scrutiny and became the basis for
Indian army operations against the LTTE. Subsequent
events proved that the so called assessment was just
wishful thinking.

Nevertheless, the Indo Sri Lanka agreement served
some useful purposes in that Sri Lanka agreed not to allow
hostile use of Trincomaliee port or VOA facilities in Sri Lanka
for prejudiced propaganda. But IPKF had ultimately to
withdraw, leaving over 1200 dead and with over 3000
injured. The strange spectacle was also witnessed of LTTE
and the Sri Lankan Government, under the successor
President Premdasa, cooperating against IPKF. The
merger of Neorth and East has now been undone. The
current President Rajapakshe is offering no more than
district development couincils to the Tamils in a unitary set
up which had been rejected way back in 1985 at Thimpu by
the Tamils. The Sinhala leadership has come full circle in its
attitude towards the Tamils.

Currently, the Indian Sri Lankan policy seems to be
in a limbo. With LTTE banned in India for Rajiv Gandhi's
assassination, India has no leverage with this group. india
also cannot offer much mare than lip sympathy to the Sri
Lankan Governmant which is turning to foreign sources like
Pakistan and China for augmenting their assets to be used
against LTTE. The merger of North East no longer seems
practical with Sri Lanka having successfully split the Tamils
in the East under Karuna and created reservations in the
minds of Muslim Tamils of East. Rajapakshe seems to be
aiming at the attrition of LTTE, an objective which will not
easily be met. The Tamils of North East are, therefore,
destined to suffer a hapless fate for an unknown number of
years in the future.

(This paper was prepared for a talk at the National
Defense College, New Delhi, on July16, 2007. The author
can be reached at e-mail:verma_anandkumar@
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PARLIAMENT
3rd August 2007
The Immigration officer
Home Office
United Kingdom

Sir,

(&)

We the following members of Parliament
representing the Tamil people in the Northeast region
of Sri Lanka, and of the Tamil National Alliance, are
currently in the United Kingdom, concluding a visit to
several European countries in order to explain to
Governments in the said countries inter-alia the
horrendous situation pertaining to Human Rights,
particularly relating to extra judicial killings, enforced
disappearances of Tamil persons, and such other
violations. We have met with Hon. Lord Mallock
Brown, State Secretary to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and other Hon Members of Parliament in the
United Kingdom to whom we have explained in some
detail the most dangerous situation relating particularly
to young Tamils who are suspected of association
with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (L.T.T.E.)

We are informed that some Tamils who have
arrived recently and who have sought Asylum in the
U.K. are presently in custody. These persons, we are
informed, are engaged in a fast in order to
demonstrate their concerns and plight in Sri Lanka.

As democratically elected representatives of
the Tamil People in Sri Lanka, truly aware of the
current situation in Sri Lanka, we consider it our duty
to inform you that if these persons are returned to Sri
Lanka in the present dangerous and volatile situation
prevalent there, they would certainly face persecution
and their personal safety, indeed their lives, would be
at grave risk.

We state this because extra judicial executions
and enforced disappearances of Tamils is a regular
and continuing feature in Sri Lanka and these Tamil
persons who have fled Sri Lanka would on their return
be identified as persons associated with the L.T.T.E.
and prone to subversive activity.

We very strongly urge in the said
circumstances that these Tamil persons should not be
returned to Sri Lanka, and that they be afforded that
opportunity to remain in the United Kingdom.

Yours truly,

\ dan e ‘mt‘?;*:o.—-i.
i ) = R. Sampanthan, MP

% Mavai S. Senathirajah, MP

A G.G. Ponnambalam, MP
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10M International Organization for Migration

IOM Consultation
on Assisted Voluntary Return - Asia

live diszussions with returnees sharing their experiences of return

INVITATION

Representatives from your organisation are cordially invited to attend our
Asia Consultation Day on 10 September 2007 from 9.30 am to 4.00 pm
at The Royal Horsequards Hotei, 2 Whitehall Court, Whitehall, London SW1A 2E)

{Nearest Underground Staticns: Embarkment and Charing Cross}

Who should attend?

Leaders and representatives from Asian diasporas and community groups
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