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SPIN IN SPORT

...and

SPORT IN SPIN

Commenting in the Ceylon Daily News on the
recent world table tennis championship, Stanley Joseph,
a Sri Lanka player who took part in the Afro - Asian
tournament held in Peking, said of Hsi En - ting, the
present world champoin, that he uses as many as eleven
kinds of spin on the ball, the puny ping - pong ball.

The earth, not so spherical, is a much larger ball.
For that reason, it is net so amenable to spin. Hitherto,
it had reacted only to two kinds of spin - physically,
from west 10 east, with Japan as the land of the rising
sun and politically from east to west, with the U N
headquarters in New York as the modern hub of world
politics.

- The westward political direction prevailed for cen-
turies with other capitals - Vienna, Paris, Geneva and
London - hosting international conferences and deciding
the destiny of the world. This direction was reinforced
by the positions tackn by certain V. V. [. P’s Till
the outbreak of World War I1, the President of the
U. S. A. never moved out of his eountry, and leaders
from o{her countries had to move westward to meet him.
Also, till recently His Holiness the Pope never stirred
out of the Vatican, and pPeople in the East had to
travel westward to Rome to obtain his blessings.
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Of late, however, both the Pope and the President
have been moving about in the world quite a lot. the
former even coming down to our sirport at Katunayake
and the latter to places not so far from Vietnam.

But there is one leader who for more than a de-
cade has not moved about, who seems to have decided
to stay put. That is China’s Chairman, Mao Tse -tung.

Consequently. for some time now, personalities and
Presidents. Politicians and Prime Ministers — Nixon,
Tanaka, Haile Selassie, Mrs. Bandaranaike and many
others — have had to move to Peking to meet him,

That is indeed a new direction, the eastward direct-
ion, in world politics. Surprising-but not so surprising
when one notes that all these leaders are only go-
ing back to the country that, with the mariner’s com-
pass, gave the world its first awakening to the sense
of international direction.

Where, one might ask, was this change of political
direction-no longer westward but eastward-first mani-
fested. On a field of battle ? No. At an international
conference ? No. Where then ? On a mere table at one
end of which stood an American and at the other, a
Chinese.

And were they armed? Yes, they were ... fully
armed ... with ping-pong racquets .. and on the ball
there was spin, the other way spin !

— M. Karthigesan

(From the T ennis Souvenir issued by the
Jaffmna United Club to commemorate the third
rest berween Sri Lanka and the People’s Republic

of China)
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Fducation: The Chettiar Does Matter

At a time when Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan’s
dream of a University for Jaffana promises at long last
to become reality amd a minor ¢ battle of the sites’
has developed between his twin creations, Parameshwara
College and Ramanathan College, it is interesting to
recall what he had to say about a sister institution, 'the
Jaffna Hinda College. In the course of his Prize Day
address .1n 1930 he said: <1 am sure that Hindu {College
will last for a long time, 630 years — why not 1000
years ...*’

A tall claim perhaps, tall even for formal education
when the country that first gave the world the printiug
press and the examination system has icself begun to
question the value and validity of iastitationalised edu-
cation. The claim seem even taller in the purely phy-
sical sense when old buildings, cherished in memory,

are crumbling before the advance of streamlisined archite-
cture and storeyed construction.

- How then did Sir Pennambalam persuade himself
to make this prediction? The pProvocation. or rataer
inspiration, was the sight of the massive pillars of the
main hall at Jaffna Hindu which reminded him of those
in Trirumalnayake’s palace at Madurai in South India.

- The question that follows naturally is: Who planned
this hall and had it built? The answer, in the woids
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once again of Sir Ponnambalam, is ‘‘the late Pasupathyv

Cht?ttiar, one of the chief founders of this great insti-
tution.”"*

Nevertheless, to those who think of education in
terms purely of pedagogic principles or pre-eminent
Principals, Pasupathy Chettiar may not figure as
large as Nevins Selvadurai or A. Cumaraswamy with
their academic degrees and administrative acumen Their
plea the conventional ome, is that bricks and mortar
alone do mot make a school. Of course, thev don’t.
But then, those who quote Jesus Christ on man’s not
living by bread alone, make the big mistake of taking
the bread for granted, even of igZnoring it. Bread does
matter: and the finding of it, even when man is on
the moon, is still a problem on earth.

So in education, bricks and mortar do matter though
the mind decked in cap (mortar board) and gown does
tend to dominate the scene. And so in the history of
modern education in Jaffna as of national education in
the entire country, ST. M.Pasupathy Chettiar (1856-1906)
does matter, especially when today, with the rush for
education, the buildings at Jaffna Hindu as at many
other schools are threatening to burst at the seams.

If the name Pasupathy invokes ‘paasam’ (affection),
who then, it may be asked, inspired him to all this
effort for education and enlightenment? [t was none
other then Arumuga Navalar, the northern counterpart -
if not predecessor - of Anagarika Dharmapala \'avho SO
effectively fought the foreign attempt to mesmerise our
minds and easlave our souls

And the irony of 1t is that while Arumuga Navalar
had his basic education at the Jaffna Central College,
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Christian missionaries his nephew

L dikuli Seminiry,

Pasupathy Chetriar had his at the Chun
the present St. John's College.

Pasupathy chettiar is a pillar. '-Fhat_this pillar doesn 't
appear as massive as the ones he Tnn?self created s
no fault of ms. It is Lanka's tha it isn’t as large as
India or China '

by M. Karthigesan
Principal, Jaftna Hindu College.
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JAFFNA HINDU COLLEGE
Principal Jaffna, 10 th Dec. 1969.

: Mr. M. Karthigesan who is an Honours Graduate
in English of the London University and who holds

diploma in Education of ths Ceylon University
has compieted an uninterrupted period of 24 years as
teacher at our College.

He has been a distinguished teachsr of English
Language and Literature as evidenced by the results at
the public examinations and the reputation h= enjoys
at college and outside As a specialist in the teaching
of  English Language and  Literature e has
given of his best not only to his students but also
to teachers of the subject particularly during this
period of change in content and methods of teaching
As Head of the Department of English at College, he
commands the esteem and confidence of his colleagues.
He is at present functioning as Sectional Head of
Language and Relizion in the New Organization of
Schools by the Ministry of Education.

Besides classroom work and academic pursuits he
takes a leading role in many an extia mural activity-
Sports and Games. The College Magazine, The A/L
Students’ Union and the Teachers’ Guild. As a popular
House Master, and member of the Board of Discipline
his contribution In putting forward the students’ point

of view has been remarkable.

He reads widely, speaks both in English and Tamil
effectively and writes with ease and elegancti:."l"hert‘a's
hardly any happening at College whers his guiding voice
and pen have oot been put to proper use.
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Suave in manpers, helpful and dependable in his
ways, he has bzena great acquisition to the College
He bears a good moral Character.

( Signed )
N Sabaratnam,
Principal.

W P W A

S. Sivapathasundram M. A ( Cantab)

Principal
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya

Jaffna, 10 th December 1969

I met Mr. M. Karthigesan first as a student in my
tutorial group when | was for a time a visiting lecturer
in Engli-h at the Ceylon University College. | found
him so good, that I decided that he deserved the best
guidance available and I got him transferred to Prof.
Ludowyke’s group.

I have now known Karthigesan asa fellow teacher
and a friend for over twenty five years He is one of
the best.

He has bezn taught how to read and he reads widcly.
He writes intelligently and with ease. He teaches most
aeceptably and is [oved by his students.

His sense of hunour invariably gets the better of
the almost ascetic discipline of his life, and he is verv
lovable company f

( Signed )
S. Sivapathasundran.
Principal.
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