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TRUTH

The hero first thought it—
To him ’twas a deed:
To those who retaught it,

A chain on their speed.

The fire that we kindled,

A beacon by night,

When darkness has dwindled
Grows pale in the light,

For life has no glory
Stays long in one dwelling,
And time has no story

That’s true twice im telling.

And only the teaching
That never was spoken
Is worthy thy reaching,

The fountain unbroken.

—George Russell (A.

E.)







Education in Dutch Ceylon
By A. CumARASWAMY, M. A.

|

IN these days when the Education of the Island
is very much discussed, a peep into the past will be
of interest not merely to the antiquary. The present is
the sequence of the past, and this short account of Edu-
cation in Dutch Ceylon will show how much Ceylon has
been “victimised” by Education directed with aims and
purposes other than truly educational.

II

The Dutch in matters of administration, had a very
clear and consistent policy and this was retlected in their
educational system. The lasting influence of the Dutch
regime in Ceylon is exemplified by the Roman-Dutch
Law which is practically the Common Law of the Low-
Country. In education they iatroduced compulsion for
the first time in the history of the country. It may seem
surprising that a compulsory system should have been
introduced into Ceylon at so early a date as the 15th
century, but unfortunately it was carried only with what
now seems a very strange purpose. In England, for
instance, it was introduced, though later, “to educate our
masters,” but in Ceylon it was to convert the people to
Christianity. “To convert the benighted native,” say
the Dutch Records in the Archives of Colombo, “to the
true veformed religion was an object whi:h lay very near
its (Dutch East India Co’s) heart.” With this end in
view, Schools and Churches were established and main-
tained even in remote villages, and were regularly visited
by the Scholarchen. This body of Scholarchen correc-
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ponds roughly to the English School Board, and it was
the agency through which compulsion was administered,

111

There appears to have been no centralisation of the
educational system, each “commandment having its own
Scholarchen.” For example the Scholarchen in Colombo
consisted of the Dissawa—the Dutch Official who ranked
next to the Governor—the clergy, and three or four
gentlemen of the civil and military services. Similar
Boards which were composed of local officials of corres-

ponding position, were formed in the Jaffna and Galle

districts,  The function of these Boards covered not
merely schools and educational matters generally, but
also extended to the solemnisation of marriages ; and
each School master, in addition to his ordinary duties,
performed the function of a Registrar of marriages. The
person who applied for School mastership was appointed
subject to his taking a course of study with a clergy-man
until he became sufficiently qualified to impart religious
instruction. The composition of the School Board and
its activities, as well as the qualificaticns which were
required in the case of the School master are sufficient
indications of the real purpose of the compulsory system
of Education introduced into the country.

IV

Education being compulsory, it was made free
and attendance was enforced by fines. The period of
cuinpulsory schooling depended not on age but on
attainmentss No pupil could leave school unless he was
able to procure a certificate from the school inspector
which stated that “he had the requisite amount of
knowledge.” Usually this occurred at the age of fifteen
when such pupils were discharged and designated “Langer
den” . e. ‘discharged or set at large. The period of
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compulsory continuation schooling then began and
continued for another two years during which time every
discharged pupil had to attend school four days in a
week to receive religious instruction. Completion of
this. course secured for the pupil a new designation—
“Nuwe Langerden”—i. e. newly discharged. A third
period of two years now followed but was optional,
Nevertheless anyone who completed this period was
entitled to a third designation—"‘Oude Langerden”—i. e.
old discharged. Although the period for instruction
subsequent to the technical discharge was then fixed for
five years, in some schools individuals were found with
their certificates signed for nine and ten years together,
which indicated that they were voluntarily continuing
their period of instruction.

\..Y

Education was in the vernacular, but there were
Dutch schools in the principal towns. In 1723 the Duteh
Governor sanctioned a scheme “to collect a few pro-
mising lads and teach them the Dutch language”.
Instruction in the vernacular schools was confined to
reading, writing and the scriptures, but the reports of the
Scholarchen speak of a “higher course of instruction”
which was imparted in the Dutch language in some
schools. The curriculum of studies consisted largely of a
number of languages besides Dutch,—Latin, Greek and
Hebrew. In addition there was “the highest theological
class” where the medium of instruction changed into
Latin and the subjects in which the pupil was ex-
amined “were Divine attributes and perfections, the
soul of man and logic.”

VI

The supervision and inspection of the vernacalar
schools established by the Dutch were entrusted to
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deputations from the Scholarchen. A deputation con-
sisted of two members, one of whom was always a
member of the clergy. They went to schools once a year
to “‘visit and inspect,” and their arrival was announced by
tom-tom beating. ‘“On these visits the schools were
inspected, Church services were held, children were
baptised, and couples were mairied.” There is an entry in
the report for the year 1710 which gives a fair idea
cf a day’s work of one of such deputations. It is dated
the 15th February 1718:—

No. of Boys, Answered. No. of Prayers. No. of
1! Catechisms,

36 7 2

L iir g i 1

. 7 £ (6]

3 5 (@]

(5] q O

6 3 5]

4 2 O

8 1 0
Total 87
Discharged 7
On Roll 80

The report concludes, “we found here, as regards the
progress of the children and the teaching, both on
the part of the master as well as his assistant a very
satisfactory advance as may be seen from their answering

to the questions proposed by us both in the Catechism
and the Christian prayers”.

VII

The curricalum of the schools which mainly con-
sisted of “Prayers” and “Catechisms”, with the ulti-
mate object of proselytisation, naturally roused the

LNy .
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suspicions of the people, and minor disturbances arose
which told on the attendance of the pupils and caused
alarm to the inspectors during' their periodical visits.
The Dl?tch. attempted to carry out their policy of
proselytisation with such persistent tenacity that they
utilised not merely schools for the purpose but also
the general political machicery by restricting all office,
ranks and titles to those who professed Christianity, No
wonder that disaffection expressed itself in disturbances,
and Galle for instance, was reported to be a trouble-
some and “refractory station.” In 1722 the annual
inspection was abandoned “owing to the hostile dis-
position of the Sinhalese.” 1In 1731 “in one village
during the examination, a mob assembled and by vocifer-
ations interrupted the proceedings. The Scholarch
went out to order them off, but they heeded not his
authority and on his attempting to drive them away with
his walking stick the ring-leader levelled at him a blow
with a stick. “In the Matara district, the examination
was disturbed by riotous inhabitants,” the place being
the nest of Buddhist priests. “The trouble was caused
not merely by the Buddhists but also by the Roman
Catholic priests. These were anxious to retain their hold
on the people lest they shculd abandon their faith in
favour of the reformed Church.”  With this object they
brought their influence to bear on the people who refused
to send their chitdren to school. Consequently the
attendance of the school became meagre. The fall in
attendance in schools was attributed to “people’s attach-
ment to heathenism,” to the ill-disposition of the
Malabars in Colombo, and to the fact that the Sinhalese
masters were secretly Buddhistic. Combined with these
were the scattered— nature of the habitations of the
natives, bad and dangerous roads which breught about
“he desertion of several schools and made spiritual
supervision almost impossible.”




One Step Enough for Me
By N. NArRAavANAN, B. A, B. L., .. T.

FroM one peint of view, the system of Hindu
Philosophy known as Advaita Vedanta or Monism has
not been beneficial to the Hindu race. The freedom and
boldness of thought implied in its tenets and its insistence
on the absolute reality of its Grand Phrases—AHAM
BRAHMASMI (I am the Brahman), BRAHMAIVAHAM
(Brahman alone am I), and TAT T\ \M ASI (THAT
thou art)—have tempted people to play such tricks with
it as to make one despair of the final destiny of the
Hindu race. One man thinks that, because he himself
is Brahman, therefore he is not bound by any law at all
but has full licence to do anything he pleases in any way
he pleases. Another man thinks that, because Advaita
insists on knowledge alone as essential to salvation,
therefore he is not bound by action and he has only to
meditate upon the Grand Phrases in order to make him-
self worthy of salvation. = A third one thinks that,
because it recognizes no differences between one thing
and another, therefore every one calling himself an
Advaita Vedantin has to fight against caste and cast
it away as a stumbling block to progress. Similarly,
there are endless other varieties of opinion on the
question of a worldling’s attitude to the Vedanta.

If a little learning is a dangerous thing anywhere,
it is here, The self-styled Vedantins described above
are mostly such as are too dull or too lazy or too
impatient to read our scriptures in the proper light.
They are sinning against Hindu society and against
themselves by propagating the half-truths which they are
cherishing so lightly, and the sooner they give them up

i " |
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ONE STEP ENOUGH FOR ME 9
the better would it be for all mankind, for the truths of
Hinduism are universal and will bear no mutilation,

Hindu Philosophy—particularly Advaita Vedanta—
suffers at the hands of another set of people. These are
generally men of great learning, keen intellect, and sound
character, but, unfortunately, they are concerned with
Hinduism only as a hand-maid to nationalism or as a
body of doctrines whose tenability ought to be proved
to the satisfaction of the Daniels of the West,

These different sets of men have not only distorted
the sense of the Hindu scriptures, they have also
distorted the significance of the actions of great practical
Vedantins like Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Ramana
Bhagavan and others who are examples of very highly
evolved souls and can look upon everything in the world
with an equal eye,

Vidya vinaya sampanne brahmane gavi hastini,
Suni caiva svapake ca pandita: samadarsina:

says Krishna in the Gita. The statement means:-
“Wise men look with an equal eye upon a brahmin
possessed of learning and modesty, upon a cow, upon
an elephant, upon a dog, and wupon an outcaste.”
Bhagavans Ramakrishna and Ramana are examples
of such “wise men,” The laws of our earthly
existence do not apply to them. They can live with-
out breathing, make the blood go after stopping
the work of the heart, prolong life and shorten it at will.
If our self-styled Vedantins, who wish to live a free life
—rather a life of licence—can perform any of these
miracles, then they are at liberty to preach their
cherished notions as they please. But, if they cannot do
s0, they are guilty of suicide as well as homicide. I am
aware that I am using here strong language, but I must
beg my readers to excuse me, for my heart bleeds at the
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sight of so much of anti-Hindu propaganda that is being
carried on in the name of Hinduisim.

I am speaking as a Hindu to Hindus. 1 have said
that the truths of Hinduism are universal. One of these
truths is that any man following the precepts of his own
religion sincerely and wisely is eligible for the salvation
vouched for by his religion. It follows from this that a
Hindu makes himself eligible for Moksha only by follow-
ing the precepts of his religion wisely and sincerely.
And this applies to every Hindu—bs he a Vedantin or
Siddhantin of any colour.

Every school of Hindu thought has exercised the
most scrupulous care in mapping out the life of man
in this world both for mundane and supra-mundane pur-
poses. It is the glory of Hinduism—not, as some modern
men of fashion think, the chief weakness of Hinduism—
that every act of our daily life is inextricably bound up
with a religious thought or idea. The basis of this
plan is that “birth” being the cause of pain, we can
be free from pain only if we release ourselves from
birth. This release from “birth” is Moksha. Release
from “birth” being a very difficult aim to achieve, it has
to be worked for day and night through every little act
of our existence. Even eating and sleeping are only
parts of this process and, therefore, they too have to be
done in a religious spirit. Accordingly, the word
“Dharma”, which in the popular mind is associated
with religion, is the Hindu word for *“duty’ of every
kind, It is also the word for “Law.” Thus we see that
law, religion and duty are inextricably bound together
in Hinduism.

As has been well pointed out on numerous oc-
casions, the whole structure of Hindu society has been
raised on a feundation of duty. Duty is “Dharma”,
that which holds together, As Tennyson says ‘““Obe-

PP
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E;Snce iS. the bond of rule”, we may very well say that
uty is the bo.nd of existence”. Unless every man
fioes his duty, society will crumble to pieces. If peoples
n .Europe have so often come and gone, and Hindu
society has survived so long, it is because the West
has so often stood up for rights, and the East has so uni-
formly taken its stand on duty. Nowadays we are also
clamouring for rights neglecting our duties. Hence it is
we are also in danger of dissolution.

According to Hindu law, duties are twofold—
Jatidharma (caste duties) and Samanyadharma (common
duties). That Hinduism without caste will be like
“Hamlet” without Hamlet is a point which I need
not labour here, for I am mainly writing for Jaffna readers
—to whom Sri La Sri Arumuga Navalar’s word is law-—
and his remarkable handbook of Hinduism—Nankam
Bala Padam—deals elaborately with Varna and Asrama
as being the two pillars of Hinduism. To those who would
say that Navalar is old-fashicned, 1 would only say that it
was this old-fashioned gentleman that has enabled Hindu
society to survive. in Jaffna, and that, if Jaffna today
shows a record in crime, it is because young men in
Jaffna, who do lip-service to that great man’s memory,
are doing irrevarence to it by neglecting his teachings as
old-'ashioned.

Granting, then, that Varna and Asrama are essential
to Hinduism, we have to grant further that Hinduism
insists upon every man’s performing the duties pertaining
to his caste and the duties common to all members
of Hindu society. For a description of these two sets of
duties, I would only refer my readers to Navalar’s
Nankam Bala Padam, than which 1 have not seen
a more useful compendium of Hindu scriptures 1n
any language.

What is the place of these duties ina Hindu’s pro-
gress to release? The Advaita Vedanta says that, in

2
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the last resort, Brahman alone is real, and that all else jg
a mere illusion. In this view of things, the human soy]
itself becomes non-existent apart from the Brahman, 1f
this is the fact, there is no difference between the
worshipper and the worshipped, and all worship is a mere
farce. This is the view held by many self-styled
Vedantins today, and they practise and preach it, If
these pcople are genuine men, they have to follow what
Sri Sankaracharya taught, for it was he who reduced
Advaita Vedanta to the system on which we are ncw
priding ourselves. This great teacher laid down an
elaborate code of religious acts which every Hindu has

-got to follow. Not content with that, he established

four Religious Institutions—Mathas—in the four corners
of India in order to look after the proper interpretation cf
the system which he took so much pains to elaborate,
The Heads of these Institutions are today going about
from p'ace to place and preaching to the people what
Hinduism really is, and thousands upon thousands have
benefited by their teachings.

Now the question may well arise: “Why did Sankara
establish the identity of the human soul and the Supreme
Soul, and at the same time lay down the need for
worship and other ceremonies?” The answer to this
questicn cannot be given in one word. The perception of
the identity of the individual soul with the Supreme Scul
is an act of transcendant wisdom. Creation itself began
at a time when this transcendant wisdom took on a baser
lue owing to a mysterious disturbance in the equilibrium
of nature’s forces (maya gunas), and the Supreme Being
said, “Let me be many”. Thus man and the world or
werlds came to have separate existences. In the process
of ev lution, one of the carliest things to emerge was
the consciousness of separateness—“egoism® or ahankara.
This consciousness is the cause of all hatred, malice and

1
.s.
J
f.
i
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spite in the world. If these evils should disappear,
this consciousness must be destroyed. So, after man
has become fully evolved, he has to set to work to
destroy this consciousness. Tor this purpose he has to
perform several acts, and he has to perform them all in a
religious spirit. Such, roughly, is Sankara’s argument
in favour of religious observances, I am sorry I am
unable to present it in a better form, for I have to write
briefly and in a foreign medium. My presentation of
it may or may not be convincing, but, if we are true
Advaitins, 1. e, true followers of Sankara, we have to ac-
cept his ruling that religious acts are a necessary step
to salvation.

Both Advaita and Siddhanta refer to four paths
or margas to salvation. We cannot say with certainty
whether these are independent or interdependent. The
latter view seems the safer, but Sankara says that the
first three paths - Karma (action), Bhakti (devotion), and
Yoga (asceticism)—lead to the fourth, Jnana (wisdom),
which leads straight to release, and the Siddhantin says
that each of his fourth paths—Charya (conduct), Kriya
(action), Yoga (asceticism) and Jnana (wisdom)—leads
to a particular form of salvation.

I am also an aspirant after release, but I am pain-
fully aware of my imperfections. I know Yoga and
Jnana are beyond my power, so I have only to sce if
I can do anything by way of Charya and Kriya, Karma
and Bhakti. These four—Charya, Kriya, Karma, and
Bhakti—exhaust the sphere of duties in Hindu Law. For
the present I am not at all worried about the various
kinds of salvation and about the differences in view
between the Advaitin and the Siddhantin in regard
to the nature of salvation and the identity and separate-
ness of the limited and the Supreme souls. Even
Arjuna, the alter ego of Krishna, was not considered quite
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fit to rcceive instruction in Jnana at the hands of
Krishna. Says Krishna to Arjuna :-

Sarvam karmakhilam Partha jnane parisamapyate,
Tadviddhi pranipatena pariprasmena sevaya.

Upadekshyanti te jnanam jnaninastatva darsina:,
Yajjnatva na punarmoham evam yasyasi Pandava.

The verses may be translated thus:- “O Partha! all this
action merges in wisdom ; that you must learn by falling
at the feet of proper teachers, by frequent discussions
with them, and by rendering service to them. Wise
men who see the truth will instruct you in wisdom—
after knowing which you will not suffer from this delusion
again.” Thus it is plain that Arjuna was unfit for
wisdom, the last path. But was he fit for at least the
third path—Yoga? He himself confesses his unfitness.
Krishna tells him that the most important thing in Yoga
is that the mind must be kept under perfect self-control
and made to concentrate on one object. But this
produces only despair in Arjuna. He exclaims:-

Cancalam hi mana: Krishna pramadi balavaddridham,
Tasyaham nigraham manye vayoriva sudushkaram,

“O Krishna, the mind is, indeed, unsteady, erring, strong
and obstinate; I think it is as difficult of control as the
wind.” Krishna answers that the mind is doubtless
difficult to control, but that it can be controlled by
frequent training (abhyasa) and renunciation. In another
place the Lord doubts whether Arjuna is fit even for
abhyasa; so he suggzests to him simpler processes: “If you
are unskilled even in abhyasa, act as though all your
actions were mine; if even this you cannot do, carry on
your activities renouncing all desire for fruit.” And this
is the point on which emphasis is frequently laid in the
Gita as the only thing possible for Arjuna under the
circumstances and the only thing mnecessary for the
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occasion. I do not believe I am better than Arjuna. So,
what was good for Arjuna must be more than good for
me, The first step—nishkamakarma, action without desire
for fruit—is the utmost I can achieve, and it is enough if
I am able to achieve this for the present. In this world,
which is all dark to me, my prayer cannot soar higher
than that of Newman:-

-Lead kindly light, amid the encircling gloom,
Lead thou me on!

The night is dark, and I am far from home,
LLead thou me on!

Keep thou my feet: I do not ask to see
The distant scene; one step enough for me,




Examinations
By C. SUNTHARALINGAM, M. A.

FRrROM time immemorial, no educational system the
world over has been free from examinations. In ancient
and medieval China, cynics have recorded that education
consisted of a seties of preparations for a series of examin-
ations! Yet, until quite recently, there was no “Examin-
ation of Examinations.” Towards the b-gitning of the
present century it was vaguely felt that examinations
were being given undue importance, It was also known
that successful examinees did not prove, as was con-
fidently expected, successful men in the larger life of the
world. On the contrary, in certain individuals, examin-
ations were found to have been responsible for hindering
the mental growth and for developing suicidal and other
forms of mania. The title of Senior Wrangler conferred
on the candidate who stood first at the Cambridge
Mathematical Tripos and regarded then as the most
coveted intellectual distinction in the whole of the
British Empire had to be abolished: the candidates, more

often the successful than the unsuccessful ones, turned
out to be mental wrecks.

In Ceylon, following the system then in force in
England, grant-in-aid to assisted schools used to be
assessed on the results of the periodical examinations
conducted by the Inspectors of the Department of Public
Instruction, I well remember how much more anxious
the teachers were than the boys themselves during those
days. Teachers were not above surreptitiously assisting
their students to answer the question papzars. Fattened
goats were reported to have been tied up at the entrances
to village schools to propitiate the presiding deities ||
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In the very first examination that [ took at the Copay
English School, I was the only one to fail in English in
my class, though I was regarded by my teachers as the
best in that subject. I still remember how the Head
Master announced my failure with a smile. I did not
then realise the significance of the smile. I now know
what it meant. The Inspector must have “pulled out”
one answer paper from the bundle to “plough” at least
one candidate! Even in modern times, in exceptional
instances, examinees are not necessarily in the wrong if
they ascribe their success or failure in certain tests to a
not dissimilar method of marking the answer papers!!
Fortunately, however, the well recognised examinations
are condu:ted with extreme care. A candidate who
feels that he has been unjustly failed, can insist, on the
payment of moderator’s fees, to have his answers revalued
by an independent examiner. In Scotland, Inspectors of
Education take the answer papers to the several schools
and consult the Head Masters and their assistants before
arriving at decisions, particularly in regard to borderline
cases, One earnestly hopes that such a practice would
become niore universal, even to the extent of requiring
that all answer papers are returned to the candidates,
through their school authorities, who will have the right
to question the marking. It may be urged that such a
system may lead to argumentation and unpleasantness.
It has however been found out that if exawminers are
quite conscientious in performing their duty of correction
and valuation, cases of doubt and dispute are exceedingly
few. If the complaints are sponsored by the school
authorities, this should act as an effective check against
representations without substance.

Whatever the defects inherent in examinations, it
has never been seriously suggested that the s;stem of
school examinations could be dispensed with. At its
worst it is a necessary evil. Careful investigations, howe
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ever, are being made to minimise the defects. DBut
it is impossible to be without examinations. Today
“tiny tots”, 4% to 5% years old, who seek adnission to
the kindergarten section of a well known college in
Colombo, have to be subjected to the ordeal of an
entrance examination even at this tender age. The
parents of the rejected not infrequently attribute the
success of the accepted to the status or reputation cf
their parents in the country! A selection to form a clae
of about thirty has to be made from a list of twice
the number or more of applicants. How else can the
selection be made except by some test or examination of
the infants?

The same principle applies to recruitment to the
public services by open competitive examinations. One of
the world-famed of these was the old Indian Civil
Service IExamination held in London. The method of
conducting the examination has been altered in recent
years. There has been considerable questioning as to
whether this new system works fairly in regard to the
recruitment of Ceylonese to the cadetships in the local
Civil Service. Two different Boards of Examiners,
having different ideas of standards, function at two
different centres separated by 7000 iles, to interview the
candidates for viva wvoce. Not long ago it was esta-
blished by an International Committee that the viva voce
is the least reliable of all tests, It was shown by
them that when the same group of fourteen candidates
was submitted to the test by two Boards of exper.enced
and recognised Examiners, who had themselves been
Civil Service Examiners, the candidate placed first in
order of merit by one Board was placed last but one
by the other!! Yet, the viva voce is regarded, not with.
out justification, as generally a determining factor in
the competition. Nevertheless, no one questions the
impartiality of the examination or the bona fides of the
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examiners, even though one can rightly question the
inclusion of such an unreliable test.

Apax:t from the value of examinations for the purpose
of selection, their value as incentives to effort is of
no less importance. They play an important role in the
levelling-up process in modern democracies, The normal
person is naturally a lazy being. To the large majority
of the school-going population, examinations are as the
proverbial carrot to certain quadrupeds!! It was only the
other day, the Principal of a leading Secondary School
was heard to complain bitterly that during the single,
examination-less, year after the Junior and before the
Senior, no amount of exhortation on her part would make
her pupils work. The year was intended to make
the students become interested in work other than
preparation for an examination. The result, however, has
been that even some of the industrious students developed
habits of indiscipline and indolence. The abolition of
the systemr of awarding honours and distinctions at the
school examinations has not been without its disadvanta-~
geous consequences.

On the other hand, the result of pressing boys
unduly when they are young, to pass examinations with
credit, has been in many instances disastrous. If one
analysed the after-careers of those who won the Cambridge
Senior Local Studentships awarded by the Department of
Education, during the past two decades, one would
be surprised at the nuinber of “star-students” who have
disappeared into the darkness!! Not infrequently it hap-
pens that they owe their successes not SO much to
themselves, as to their teachers. They are mere t00]§;
their individuality is lost, their minds fatigued and their
originality killed. Teachers who drive students beyond
their natural powers do them irreparable harm. .Som.e
pareats in their ignorance are the worst offenders in this
respect,

3
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It is well known that for an examination success
there are five factors. In order of importance, they are
(1) the Examinee, (2) the Teacher, (3) Subject of the
Examination, (4) Luck, and (5) the Examiner. The
really able student, unless he has been misguided by his
teacher, can be rightly expected not to fail an exami-
nation in any subject. There are however certain peculiar
minds which are quite incapable of studying particular
subjects. The late Mr, Ramanujam, F. R. S., could not
matriculate at the Madras University in his first attempt!

The part played by luck in examinations is often
underestimated, but generally luck does not come to
those who do not deserve it. Nor can in general a first
class be secured solely by application and experience. It
is possible that at a particular examination a candidate
may “shine”, but the “shine” is only a “flash in the
pan”. On the whole, if in a succession of examinations,
involving several subjects, a student’s performance has
been uniformly good, without his being unduly driven, he
can be safely regarded as having mental powers above the
ordinary, and capable of dealing efficiently with the
problems of life.

For after all, life is really a succession of tests. The
qualities of application, perseverance, independent thought,
and concentration acquired in preparing for examinations
are of great and lasting value. Thus it is, that in spite
of the known limitations, it is difficult to displace
examinations.




Engineering as a Career
For Boys
By "T.°8,

The choice of a career is a very important as well as
an interesting and fascinating problem and needs very
careful thinking. Consideration must bs given to the
boy’s capabilities and to the occupational trends of the
day. Those who consider the whole outlook to be uc-
certain and play for security at all costs appear to be
seeking their own ruin, But those who are far-seeing
will consider the very difficulties of the present as con-
taining the beginnings of all kinds of developments which
will provide new opportunitiss for the Rising Generation,

Originally there were two divisions of Engineering—
Military and Civil. All works which are not definitely
military such as fortresses and engines of war were com-
prised in the profession of a Civil Engineer. It is proposed
to consider in this short article the profession of a Civil
Engineer only. This is defined as “the art of directing
the Great Scurces of Power in Nature for the use and
convenience of Man.” The Civil Engineer makes a
practical adaptation of the discoveries of Science. A
fair knowledge of Mathematics and Physics in their
practical aspects is very essential to a Civil Engineer.
Chemistry, Geology and Meteorology come next in im-
portance. The Mathematician who has indifferent cons- .
tructive ability will not make a successful Engineer. If
besides his Mathematics and constructive ability he has
the imagination of an artist he may make a first
class Architect.

The construction of roads, railways, bridges, river
navigation works, docks, ports, harbours, breakwaters,
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light-houses, water-supplies, sewerage, waterways etc.,
forms the major works of Civil Engineers. The other
departments of the group of Civil Engineers are—Mecha-
nical, Motor, Aeronautical, Agricultural, Marine, Mining,
Electrical, Telegraph, Radio, etc. The courses of training
in all these sections are similar. About 3 years are spent
at a Technical College or University followed by another
3 years of practical training obtained as either an articled
pupil under a qualified Engineer or as a Junior Assistant.
During this time the mining Engineer will be working in
the minefields, the Marine Engineer in sea-going ships and
so on. The qualifications required of a Civil Engineer
are laid down by the Institute of Civil Engineers and
there are similar Institutes for the other branches. The
Board of Trade is the Institute for the Marine and
Mining Engineers. (All pupils should obtain and study
carefully the regulations regarding the membership of
their respective Institutes.)

The profession of a Civil Engineer is a very noble
one. By constructing Irrigation works he is able to con-
vert arid regions into fertile plains. All “distant” places
have been brought closer by the Engineer improving all
means of communications, A good water-supply and
efficient sanitation will keep the people free from ravaging
epidemics and untimely death,



Adam’s Peak

By K. V. MYLVAGANAM,

Music hath its charms but the mountains enamour
the highland lads and lasses. The hills seem to beckon

.to all those who pass by. The inherent adventurous

spirit in man bursts forth Spontaneously at the sight
of Adam’s Peak. Its commanding view from Colombo
compels one to climb it. It stands like a hoary-
headed giant, with his brawny arms stretched out on
either side, amidst long ranges of mountains, This
majestic peak—the best of Lanka’s heights—made holy
by three faiths, radiates its glory with a sacred awe
to the humble pilgrim,

The stream of pilgrims flows into the two im- -
pottant towns at the base—Maskeliya (via Hatton) and
Ratnapura—-from the middle of March to the end cf
April.  Crowded trains, breathless 'buses, creaking carts,
and luxury cars, all roll in towards Maskeliya which
is the more popular resort to the peak. The passen-
gers detrain at Hatton ard take ’bus to Maskeliya.
The furthest point where conveyances could reach is
Dalhousie Estate about eight miles from the top of
the peak.

The thirteen mile journey fron Hatton to Maskeliya
IS one scenic vista of Nature’s panorama. Hills and
dales are clothed with tea bushes to dizzy heights
fringed with the wild forests. Amidst a sea of
greenery rise the multi-windowed factories, filling the
air  with the sweet aroma of the world-famed tea-
leaves, Its flavour soothes the weary traveller like the
bewitching music of Orpheus, Pa.ches of clouds ﬂsmt
or hang on hill-tops or valleys below. Meandering
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silver streams wreathe in never ending lines along the
thickly foliaged valleys. The winding road discloses
the peak now and then, standing eminently midst undu-
lating mountain, with its ancient peak, clothed in white
samite, mystic clouds. The happy pilgrims send forth
a “Sadhu” or “Arohara” or “La-hi-la-hillellah” trumpet-
ing their arrival,

Maskeliya is a semi-halting place. Here the climbers
replenish their store of warm wear, food or lights. Light
refreshment stalls are numerous. This village hamlet
owes Its importance to the innumerable pilgrims who
pass and repass. The rush to the pe:.k reaches its
peak in April yet picnic-parties and pilgrims go up
and down throughout tre year. Thus, this hamlet
ensconced in a beautiful valley of the mountain stream
sings with Tennyson:-

‘Men may come and men may go
But I go on for ever’.

The real pilgrimage begins here, Groups of men,
women, and children of different ages, shapes, stages
of beauty and deformity—each girdled with a cloth
bag Dbegin the tramp. The endless chatter of the
crowds din the ears. The receding noise signals the
general move on. The chantings of the religious slogans
become more frequent.

The early stage of the journey is along the road-
After a mile or more away from the hamlet an uncouth
old sign-post presents itself to view., The words ‘To
Adams Peak’ are daubed with lime from the neighbouring
boutique. Now, onwards the journey lias along the
estates. The line of pilgrims to and from the peak
continues almost to the summit. After a walk of
about five miles the pilgrims reach the base of the
hill. This is callel “Pilgrims Rest”. There are large
permanent cosy sheds and boutiques. Each new Pnr:ry
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after a short rest, seeks a spot to prepare its meals
for the noon, or night. The whole camp is busy
preparing for the final climb. The adjoining stream
doubles its roaring sound with the loud chatter of the
bathing crowds. The sanitary requirements are very
satisfactory. However, by sunset, a great majority of
the folk retire, while the numerous barking dogs announce
the arrival, or departure, of fresh groups of visitors.

The charm of the forest draws a few from the
bustle of the ‘inns’ to some quiet neighbouring hillock
or pasture, to view with wonder the mighty piece of
nature’s offspring. The balmy evening air, mingled with
the scent of the forests, welcomes the lonely stranger,
The loneliness 1s dispelled by the grandeur of the silent
forest throbbing with life, the roaring cataracts of the
mcuntain streams, and the broghtly plumed birds and
the gayer flowers of the viigin woods.

Such v:sions flash upon the inward eye cf the pensive
mind but the mightier image of the formidable peak
seems to defy man’s ventures to scale its heights. The
threatening look of the massive, rocky, wooded, slippery,
and cloud-capped peak makes the pulse beat faster. The
heart sickens as the feeling of man’s hopelessness and
insignificance dawns upon him when he gazes at this
majestic eminence. This peak alone commands the
respect of alien and native. It is visible from Colombo
and many Southern parts. Its benignant beauty from
afar, 1ising amid a wavy range of never-ending moun-
tains thrills the lover of nature. Its blue-purple colour
presenting a perfect contour against the serene sky leaves
an unforgetable impression. God is great; His art
wonderful.

The silence is suddenly filled with the chorus of the
chantings of the pilgrims at the top- This vqice of.man's
victory heartens the 1oody stranger. With mingled
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feelings of hope and despondency he arrives at the inn.
At the end of a hurried meal he retires to rest. The voice
of busy pilgrims awakens the whole camp at midnight.
Reluctantly the cosy beds are deserted to face the cold
and dew-bespangled air. Wrapt in Eskimo fashion, with
torches or lanterns, the scattered groups move on in
silence, except for the occasionil chantings of “Karunava”
‘or “Arohara”. As the pilgrims reach the stream that
divides the holy shrine from the rest of the world the
sound of the ‘Karunava’, ‘Harokara’, and ‘La-hi-la-
hillallah’ 61l the air.

The bubbling stream benumbs the hands and feet
- with its extremely cold water, yet the faithful penitents
wash themselves -before they set foot on the holy hill.
The freezing water is better felt than described, yet as
one follows the winding steep path, the chilly air gives
new energy to the heavy limbs after the wash. It
is truly wonderful to feel vigorous and brisk at one o’clock
in the morning. Faith or unfaith—call it what vou will
—the magic touch of that cold water renews the spirit-

All through the night the sound of “Karunava’” and
“Arohara” echoes from hill and dale. The climb is very
steep now. The young ones run up a few steps and sit
to rest and wait for the aged ones who seem to stop more
than climb. The monotony of the stony steps is broken
by gravelled paths in-between. Blazing fires, scattered at
rare intervals, light up the lonesome woods. Still, the
patient pilgrim climbs, and keeps climbing on. The
darkness hides from the weary cyes of man the almost
hopeless steep hill.  The tired folk, like stags at bay, look
for some place of escape and rest. This spot which they
so longingly look for is at the foot of a sloping rock. It
is more than half way up. This is the Needle Point.

No oasis is more welcome to a desert traveller than
the Needle Point to a foot-sore wanderer. With a sigh of
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inexpressible relief he enters the “Madam”. This “amba-
lam” is at the beginning of the last lap of the ascent
T.he tea-boutique provides light refreshment and pro:
v1si0.ns for preparing meals. There are two long sheds
on either side of the path. A clear mountain rill trickles
down lazily along the rocks, Here the tired pilgrim with
heavy eye-lids and heavier soles rests to revive the
drooping spirits. The place is hospitable and warm. The
stearning tea is a great reviver, but the price is more than
thrice the ordinary valu:  All these niceties fill the mind
of the climber of the last journsy to conquer the peak,
and view the glorious sun-rise and shadow,

With renewed streagth the pilgrims leave this com-
fortable spot. The new members thread a new needle
and fling it over the streamlet. It rests on the shrub
near by. It isa great sight. Lines and lines of thread
lie near each other waiting perhaps for somne unknown
hand to weave it, into what, one cannot say. The
meaning is a mystery but without rhyme or reason all do
it. The steps here are cut into the rock over which the
stream flows. They are narrow and slippery. This part
is frightfully dangerous as the steps run along a very
A false step—and the rest is better

Rumour states that a few accidents
Higher up railings are fixed
Here the climb is nervous.

precipitous route.

imagined than said.
did take place in this place.
on to rocks with steel steps.
There is just enough room for two persons to pass each
other. The pilgrims march on with their sonorous cries
At this very spot before twilight
rims once dislodged all
igns of feeling the

in spite of all dangers.
the pressure of the crowding pilg

movement., The railings showed s
weight on them. ~Anxiety rested on every face near by.

A thundering roar of “Karunava” vent the silence.
Hardly had the sound faded down the va leys when the
seething crowd woved with per foct ease cither way. This
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mysterious, orderly moveinent, from almost an imminent
disaster, left in my mind a sacred impression. I have
stood on the identical spot more than half a dozen times,
and at every halt the omniscient omnipresence of God is
revealed with great force. The mystic silence of this
spot has often moved my emotions visibly. Faith could
move mountains.

The quick succession of the shouts of the pilgrims in
front is the first hopeful sign that the peak is in view.
Suddenly the forests give place to an orderly building in
front of a “tea-koisk.” This is the store-room and dwel-
ling place of the officiating priest. A few flights of
concrete steps and the peak stands conquered not to
obey, but calling for obeisance. The weight of wearness,
and the bating breath roll down the precipice. The joy
of victory rejuvenates the spirits.

The darkness is lit up with blazing fires, in one or
two places, where the pilgrims warm themselves. A four-
foot wall surrounds the small rocky area of the peak.
At the entrance there is a Hindu temple—a small shed
Immediately behind, on a rock of about ten feet high is
the world famed, legendary foot-print of Buddha or
Adam or Sivam. Itison a solid smooth rock shaped
like a dome. On the top is a fairly Jeep depression in
the shape of a foot. It is about two feet long and about
one foot wide. There is a hollow in the middle made by
pilgrims removing pieces of this sacred foot-print to serve
as a talisman. The toes are all of equal size, represent-
ing the foot of the large images of Buddha one sees in the
ancient temples. There is a myth that the stone on
which the foot was placed turned into a gem of rare
value. This gem is buried deep down, and a copy of it
was cut on the present rock which was placed on it,
There 1t stands, sheltered behind iron railings and a
permanent shed. The hollow is full of coins and stray
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pieces of jewels cast in reverence hy some conscious
pilgrim.

The pilgrims gather round the warm fires, irres-
pective of caste, creed, and race, to warm their cold-
bitten hands and feet. Occasional showers and constant
blasts of icy-cold winds are our companions, A sponta-
neous shout of the pilgrims draws all to the eastern wall.
The first signs of the rising sun slowly appear in the
distant horizon. The crowd gathers thick and fast, and
one feels as if the wall may give way. Crowded and
breathless, the whole body stands in silence. All eyes
gaze eastwards. Stray streaks of the sun’s rays light the
banking clouds on the eastern horizon with a crimson
glow, gradually mellowing into a fading golden colour,
Gradually and visibly these rays become larger and
brichter. The golden clouds turn into a deep crimson
hue. While the silent crowd watches these beautiful
scenes the sun leaps into view, with its morning splen-
dour, above the dark blue range of circular mountains.
The ball of fire, fringed with innumerable darts of rays,
echoes its birth with the fervent shouts of the gazing
 multitude.

The next instant the crowd heaves westward to view
the other glory of the peak. Immediately the sun takes
up its reigns of dawn, there in a sea of immaculately
white mist, the mystic shadow of the peak stands like a
pyramid. This is a great moment in the lives of many
— sunshine and shadow. The joys and ills of life are
pictured in a moment by God, but life alone stands out

pre-eminently, like the peak.

The shadow vanishes gradually and the mist
recedes slowly in front of the advanci‘ng'rays of the
sun. The daylight reveals nature’s paradise. As the
eyes stray from beauty to beauty, the same scene

discloses different views each time one sees 1t over and
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over again. Look where you will, the whole country is
filled with green-clag hills and greener dales with silver
linings every where, These are the rivers, streams, and
waterfalls that abound in this district.  The vision fades
into the horizon all around.

Nearer the peak, in the valleys below, thick, fleecy
mists and clouds seem.to float in silence. The wooded
hills look like mighty bushes from above. The rivers
and streams do not seem to moye but look like white
streaks on a green stone, Every prospect pleases. The
art of nature could be absorbed only by sight not by words
The peacefulness and serenity of the entire vicinity is
awe-inspiring,

With heavy heart one hears the toll of the pilgrim’s
bell. It is a signal for the downward Journey, The
holy pilgrims offer flowers, light candles and throw money
into the foot. The ceremony over, the peop'e march in
single file to the bell. Each one rings the bell the
number of times one has climbed the peak. An old man
rang it twenty-four times. I stood in awe. M y first
trip was an eternity, but his twenty-four trips eclipse the
glory of all ancient heross. With a longing, lingering
look and a heart-breaking sigh I climbed down.

The descent is easy. The jeurney is unevent{ul
along the shady path, except for the twitter of birds end
shouts of the pilgrims. Noon sees us once again at the
‘rest.” As one gazes up at the peak a firm doubt rises in
the mind whether the climb was a reality or a dream.
As the peak recedes further and further away, the doubt
becomes almost a reality, when one beholds the immeortal
peak in all its ancient glory beckoning to those who

wish to conquer it.



€ J B150) A 1 (1553 160
Grirdicin TG EB1EaT,’
us&rw_gr'r & FeouginSer .

Boraird &6 gF5arHBsridy i Benmi  &hen sw
BT LTS T, Gqsn@é@‘é F’};L}_‘)(_i 5155 b Qi e
srags KOmss  Grijgaefe LET L3LIT 8% (LD Qi
el Oasmofle’ war Griy—ardBs QorPe—
Oar gagar Caasy —Caraflla» Qufu &riema—
wpps G srote @ Bpu smanB—ar pafly @&
&657—-—@%@&55&31@9@_ 2 men—0sps  Benpu ol Ly )
&b g D—0ufuCar, S uCsr em Qsiemsg—
e85 8w am @opuylsars Gl —@massn Gryé
Gl@éﬁ.;ﬂ@,ﬂulfra"ﬂ Fa @rff:_.'n_’féé%sﬁ. di-ﬁﬁmlesfu,r (DT LY
uredin o 1941

wriursi e eyt uGelis @ioans &5
afig w fﬁs’fr@m@é@d G’unr@fh ovp&apa_wiauis 195 LG
&a all Qeol ) FLISIHINGGNESHS STHEN 6 HALIWD,
@5 9oy m srAuLIra oy g g, dlsas
D mewrnQui 551 p @ (1S spih YDurap B m S B, 3%
femin LB gBuairss sroaw ruisa.  grHabr e
D (1576 5 T & i & gHArEQsrildp FHrybamsd Frm
&alr Ly TouFedringHo0FL F FBurua@nar o1 3 ant a5
griacr, wrirag ynGs D ESLIL L Fo 0 i @)y
BG5S SrH @5 S &@5‘5’@;-)@9]@;5@‘.5 alav & i _svan rio
B avra.

aQLg_sé_ag aﬁq-u@psil DT CIITem T ﬁ@fﬁs @U
@urr@@ Breyal eOFULNTy STEF ﬁg.‘iﬁw”“f”-@” .@\’_’Fj@
) &ré‘@a's@ Qs P, ";?\,f_péﬁ?ﬂ! Qurap Lamars &kl

. . 2 > "b P
553‘,@).’!(15%@5;_} Qureoug apsse. HYvsS @ & mali



32 : THE HINDU

2B G& &1 58 55 Qb 9B gy & g @en Gon—0 & D@0
LESSH N 51 evsyrevi &) Q. @rs FTOsT, ‘e ouri
gyer G’ oTa D, ‘BroveiFari i’ 61637 Db, 20
USED  ‘Brevevs QFFESHL_ 1 earonw  @UEurap g
o0 w1 WEELZ.  Brevai evi sl aurEeydF 5 AP
@ROUDS BT e Cari_ii’, ‘mraoi yissomi b’
o160 p Qs e lon eV & ) 1K G B &

Y555 Osmadi@e, mrawi Yaursar @ aurs
@& woriiremi Cur@m 9@ ssruwsBo o5 s oL@
&y om0 Fudlv, Q@@ aurrunr &g STPNTI SHOT @ L16
ESBS srawsaiss uded Gsué5E0s o 19 L
T &, :

* % * *

BIouali yeui&ar, &ien Fu LOT LIS 59 T 1) B) - &5 G
aourth @ & ruiouy s ,@@_é‘gwy‘aslfia@g mai;a;a}rm;éso wp-iy@ior
<2y O UM @Y &5 &) (LPUIGHT D ‘apyr g’ era o & 19 1,
‘BN &%gaeur DG sridn’ o1l ) Quwfl @ @)san@
vgfleassenn, ‘SgGurars s arear D 5 @ig.
PLES &SN L_GoT(LpD 61 (Lp @amﬂiﬂﬂég_b@as&?@!f&sﬁ.
LDILUTEIT BRI 0 gapsst; o1 &% Quir panp, mrem
reursdn e BB, “‘Gerluru)b st g Caruip Gawip
&0 1B BV Q9 F BT BmsEumensd Qaen @) o159 .
— 9/ HIoLD ng;&maé&z;m_rﬁt&mﬂ@su—ﬁymﬁég%m Q&L
BmeBarmpr. @iy Cut e oy g 2 19 4555 g
Da@ggsaraser, gyeume_w srReardss Carpaurdsn
&ait. &5 G0l F5elImEE o Gryan gyeur cifleurym
&omo wriutenflar Garypraai. YbEE G@_ FEH
& ol 6oT cg'rréa')!@rﬁca@@@@ LD SBowImIB,  mrayw I 6uiT & o) Lb
enFauF il &emFiLid ﬂ@ﬂdummm@@, BT &Y euil &arr T /b
s g e urEAesdmuyd sy @) rrineds 5
(FairGon ampusnjd gyaui Fi_r&Zmuyd Ly rﬁ.@umams@mrew,
“Gr @@ e’y *Lifledi e, ‘a:Lbu;ru},a?mr’, ‘SUFERT
@’ erem m rM'GI;T@ BT @R 11 & &) oo &5 B 57y 6T (Lp el B 1,



“BrSGCTTHSSTe GCumbiurmhsen’ 33

g{w‘-ﬁ(m{s&r @u;r@ﬁ_@eé Cardip s GmGE gradsBur
&GH Qe gl _rr. @5 & rsﬂ“mf@ uﬁ@ﬁm&m@m

‘maauid &6 Fmurl Qaruin’ sresrm uﬁ@ﬁmﬂ:&@&:@u

Devr, “BOSBwUrur g &irxan’ dﬁgﬂa;é aparr Qavarfl aus gom sy
&al . cgyu@u.’r@_gﬂ BT eU I gyawrﬁ@ﬁasgm, O Lumen
BEGD UmSApID POE  ewaris PsTan 45 e m;
&HL_GULD LITLDLYLD,

* * * *

Lor uran i &5 568 b sgn, wri98w» e g afwib
—Qgrafl B @ 0 o0 B—srasal 3w G&r( —a 51l de
Gy —0lwd) aurds o apsg Qe e1arp e piydsar
— TR DIHAPDD  FHlUTT S, STAPE  FrDFrEey
GTST gl BlFFLD v g@art. @sDBai_uid wrd
ureni  @WED s Frinfésdady;  eaypdei@ura
w15 H0&T B @urr&?@i; ‘et Gmn B &S e B!’
6T 1) G HEDGT B By L waTapd B B
IDTTBIGT L @D - CBra®drarmsy  6uwdébaer !
Curadp e p @ smdsolla 18 s%m Ul @umes s sa;
BpBmpisa; gursen SDENNTDr srd FaTbBuTr®
Q! mrovei @mssre @msHA B0 CureBw;
BhapmLL & sonEE JuBe serar guyl Gere
Fb— gig Qsho — QsGuris Curid@Ird;
@) eTovall & LRI @D Y D easroneissrssssran ot () B
O G52 Suur B i om 5ot BN ; TANRILD  Ha T G
5 5L Quraerg of @ s Bl 5!

9B g Amiews, @HDESF STPATT e alar sm
e meun, Qgfls b Oafurngm Qas:r&éf_g}@aﬁr,mgﬂf'
QFrLL D, DF LT S (THEn L ANESN — 9 B WD
EWL_GEILEGH — soTE@HIU B Biwran 5o LB@SL
Curssy § gall " g g;a':.-—m*ﬂ@] S oo

mruuﬂ‘miﬁmi_.u @D.ﬁgﬁﬁﬂ a,mrfoaf'smma:afr (‘?’i"
@mn'earcrp.lu; o Qurrwp & G m&a:——&movﬁb!&@w Ly
S rrawissr @gren Sal L TT &N, Yo & @B



34 THE HINDU

@mtﬁl@ib LD ET o bor der’? 6160 1) oy (HE(E) @uing.
Quir m bl mé@i@é&aﬁrh@umg@. G Bd&, wri
LTS (5@ DTN L.d@) L&) FIBEpL. YT Y S
@139 rPsm p ushoflwugs Quen, STHIN 5L&
Bp aB8p Cuanriui@urd B . g. HoTHm_L &I &
so&Ca gmasar 610 F BT Pt Qauarm O gflu
. o s@EsL; sadBadn eGiwme; Ceasd
Quawrear Qael; Qaued eravdvuems&®Hn Sra&an
Quriss Q&Frs ga’ e, ;Q{;Tijﬂiﬁvb{v‘@ﬂ@ e g Quir
Yoré@E s sdC g Bpypon@h aalCsCur Curd
A g, axndmalldmss 950y QL EMESHE LOTD
AL g, VPESDT YL i IL— ) DF D — qer pidr
wd 9 abur OFs ssh a0 py. wmaldllw donbiE
@p Ggbys@n, srasdllla @sudp CorGsenss@n
eraror Qarr@ur, aaim sy m @slea [©)nsHer
war. TSI BLig CFr® masd@ o1y b 5.
“Qruyn! — Cer@w!” — @maslng O grinsg g

rBior T DIl b FE & QuirFREE 01 p g,

B e @mﬂrﬁ,‘ S0 HTegL_InTi Loﬁmgguﬂé?%v. YLy
uSJ(r_r):igmb irduremr  yubumsamsrearey Oaw gl
LT — gauae eluiamay. &%r@ua&rqyé} R U Dd
& o Qma«lrﬂ‘@mmé &L $EUT ot @Qulg_@un'@
& Ol mnr:_}u;rm@a;‘ @éﬁ.ali_ﬁ'&:ﬁlgjﬂ&l‘. ﬂﬂ'&pib @ajayar@{
growrl) oysgs ar® G gre pallag; orar, @wyaphiai
YUy GFrasr. @QES Br%D BLbZ (1PYs @@
o Blbagn,  G@d wrourem 6@ g ulady. 58
NG 9 piy—jco Grou g G tgrm-a@?ﬂu@gfﬁ HTAVLD,

@)5 & FLDLIAUEIE ?@q@rﬁwa’s&;, LD LILIT e T Lom ooT
{y\a.far @J LD E AR 5T — QU THEDL_U) DT GOILD u:.q;@Uﬁ
L{,mm. 2/00 5 &W@ﬁ&(@ﬂ’@’“ "9@55@ 2_uienr J{fﬁd:o‘w
/D i ca,ffﬁlﬁ Gﬁﬁ,ﬁ.ﬁﬂ—:@, b5 BTL.&LD " i 510 Gm e
g W&y D@ B, WITITY B S &) & —(or L 1rem

W Db U =2 15 & @t—;ﬁy&@{a OUB Hrov Lr I’Tf_.H.JiTo:'aUMI:r-TjaJM__uJ



“BREGemT HSSTL GUITALLILITHE Som” 35
o 95 ermCalurw g ,‘5rﬂeﬁ@@mﬂ', %Jr-:riownfrf! @afl e
uremans BIHES a9, yameorw QErss
(OB 370 @&.-f'éémag@@w;r@. @ 5 9\@'5ra~h BIi_&&LD;
G Hor.

@55 Bri_&w emsrar @re BErer gewe; U ARLD
LasTeflg o @ Lor SApB ST BLb H LHEDP. HeFoUb
sonBa gt o0 Hapsa i srawr s G
arw@ar flu, ynls Qgragsp Cuapy FIT V6w 5 & G
(@& .-y 9B FF #6565 GGB» @b & wilure sGuir@mn g uw
BrL_&W BLGEmEEDH. BN Wrrre g B S
Qavemni_rid; @GBSO UTFES HTSHTD  BHES D .
sravar gaiss a_&@s@urid L rigs. @& tor
Lrem ke@  seTmss @ siluyw; 53 gragd, [@liig
ug@:ﬁ_@ﬂ-b, FLDLD w B wrw@ea @urem@rapapn 9% E
@Lg@® apEErar B SSd BLT &5 ply &5
Bewr@p BLD G DT LILIT ST

sy wWrosHG vapgsra Cnr waofla a@r
s ABesdBS @)iF BrL&HD BL5 I apy-@ e prig T,
Qu@sran eTamHsEs sNRé D uréau WBaarwGe
qu)u"msm‘maﬁ@ BL_b Fal . &I %iﬁ,@&, @10 @
AP Fras Far uadfan_ 9 mod, G eer (P Lp LD
Quflu yarrdd i g.

Caonadiu L rigar &5SOLLIGT D Bjar Sl
L reflEamd. N EOHEE Gis Qalsgmps F566
@L?_Mﬁﬁbi:%v; 2@ 2 e g Qs sLoay b,
‘o e srle eTH (PpFHN @EHADI Qs i oui
Agya, 9p@ o § gt r S@Lb Sl LT oUT &ayD  LOTL]
Uremawid FbRSE, uw swmgsm Gud, @dig.uym
P T e A RO Daywand @G Cus
@i Bous Siri &t @6 B(Lp o pudly @y s e
@ &0 BLpan P ewa I D(Lpe pE@GD D AmE@D.  gel
Qaur appa pujh  SeD FaIL Wwr pP  DEpEBLD, 6T
Qs & w0y Qaravedub, FaFnubsalow Rifls

-

J




36 THE HINDU
@i, Owersiey &r® aid somaUry (DTITSNT S
Balaran® eusgri.

BB, @6l o sor Qi1 50 F1— 6T & & o fﬁrfdsﬂ'eﬁ
Ol aeor_m .51_.‘9';5;51:5;—-@;5@; @fﬁ@&@& O &N L_mT&Ean.

“mrer wereEd suluBssEEasr @arer b
&5 Qs Curam aypdsn. H@P, Y55 o' @
UrF @ —i5 & LbENep @ EE (LpedTaiidud o1 631 21 W 1)
wrn@e eTars@ gy §grer QEww a5 ZABE 1 H;
65 Qrrgha nrer aassHddads gylur! Caan
wrey, ‘fRsGertméane CumblUTEREET "’ 616
il e plinlen B Qa@@geflaurs wriuroni dervsd
.

* ». % -

o e lared’ erarug @grasriGus @éH .
U B ST EGID &Ll GHIFHD warh o BF Fbous
Bysz yuslfys searewde ‘em’ erer o Quwr,
a1 Qurmer ‘e @'. googrevg Laib e &8558
ST aD— G, @G ‘e m etew p @DILD BT 6ua T 6y
aoficor CarposBaun, psshond, Owug Bpliurs
Sl sonmiw  urreawdg @ msgas1e Guasi ()
2 DG END I &0 & T & 9. 1B T & i,
@ulaup e_&Csuw v G bser — DT B
s — 0 FHECUITS S ST&an,  Bieve) yours ofl_Bw5 &
@65 ‘em ererp G S HEG g LewlB F & & & o
9Crsn e.an@. Y55 HogsCw, Baayrs @5 s
sourBCarin &liur 4@ malpr Y5 B ay, ‘G(r‘,ﬁﬁ;éiﬁﬂ‘mg:a.v
QoL L s SPSSBCLrd; s 5105 5% R
udosr@s s sELQCury’ ererm Fusey Ol g
Qas-ﬂ'a:af@rl 151 6LV I GUIT & 6N .cg;.vi@as .@umuﬂ@!é‘ds(?uﬂrgﬂ, oY)
LT &al FNHL_1l TN BIDTN,  ‘BIrevevseurimar g
WICaCurl . ®@ 955 Q-g5C HrQ ar @&m‘&r,@@ggﬁ;}@f
GBI, @ SrS FNE55QSTS QR sy S QG
Geur&Edands &N LOT G5B 0 S ) v e paL_is g, ”'&5676?!'5:
s gy, 9B ES &N Y6yl o L g6 5 Qe ériaréég,T
GUamN 1% cﬂ’:_.,f@ Gwr-!;!'@ldé' ,duﬁ,ﬁig,dal@wro;}n@ g o 3 __\
) ) < T eor &Ho» &
Wb 6ped .

-



STUDENTS CORNER.

Are The Talkies Educational?

Taking a glance at the weekly cinema advertise-
ments in a city where there are many cinemas, we find
that for one programme the advertisement runs like this:
“Tonight, at the Regal, showing Broadway Melody of
1937.” while in another theitre a film like “Footlight
Parade” or “Gold Diggers” is being screened. These
advertisements alone are enough to convince us that the
talking films are not at all educational.

There is quite a number of educational films, of
course, but, speaking in general, most films are not at all
educational. Only two out of every hundred films are
educational. The public are bored with educational
films; they want films of different varieties. The cinema
managers know this two well. To judge from the box-
office records, the musical films are most appealing to the
modern public. In these films we see bevies of
chorus girls tap-dancing on a gigantic polished floor
to the strains of a rumba, or jazz, or “hot” music, as it
is sometimes called. The entertainment is provided by a
galaxy of film stars and hundreds of dazzling beauties in
huge spectacular settings, singing, dancing and displaying.

Next to musical films, the public prefers comedies,
Grave stories appeal only to the serious-minded; who are

a small minority. News-reels, cartoons, and comical

“shorts” come next in favour, Educational films do not

find favour with the public.

In many ways the films are pernicious to gooFI
morals, The youths have their heads turned by nonsensi-
cal romance, They see how the elders are outwitted and
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even mocked by romantic couples. They believe that
their elders are foolish and that they are clever, Some
films are definitely immoral, and ‘it is inconceivable how
the censor can pass them.

Boys and girls are film fans too, They do not want
to see educational films too often. By frequently haun-
ting the picture palaces they absorb silly notions of love
and romance. No wonder they are heard humming or
singing the song hits of the season, or are fond of
serenading or whispering the latest love-phrases, which
they have taken the trouble to msmorize from the filme.

What about the girls? I should say that the cinema
has influenced them more than the boys. They try to
mnitate ‘the film stars in their dress, make-up, diet and
sophisticated manners, In what way are the girls edu-
cited through the medium of the talkies?

- Dancing has become a craze among modern youths,
They are initiated in the diferent types of dancing
through films, which create new sensationa! dances in
almost every musical. = Some of these spread like
epidemics throughout the world, like the Carioca,
Piccolino, Continental, Bolero, and others which are for-
‘gotten by now. They come and go like the fashions,
Not only do the youths qualify themselves as cabaret-
goers, but they also learn how to drink, smoke and
gamble, through the influence of the cinema,

What a pity it is that the cinema, which is a useful
invention, instead of proving a blessing, has proved a curse
upon us. If made proper use of, it could be 2 window to
the world.

KRG R.-\JARAY..\..\:,
S B SAY.



“Rome was not Built in a Day”

NoO great work was ever finished to satisfaction
without care and hard work. The history of men and
empires will illustrate this. For example, Rome, the
eternal city, from a few mud huts built on a hill
overlooking a wide plain, became the mightiest power
of the ancient world, the centre of an empire whose name
has been a symbol of world-wide deminion.  Its
founders did not dream of its greatness; unconsciously
they laid the foundations of a mighty empire; but many
generations passed away before Rome became the centre
of the world. The glory of its greatness has long passed
away, but the memory of it still remains.

As it was with Rome, so it was with all cities
and empires that have left their mark on history; so it
must be with everything that is to endure. Nature; as
well as man, forces the truth upon us at every turn,
A tiny acorn may become a mighty oak, with branches
spreading far and wide in the forest; but hundreds of
years have to pass before it attains to a strength and
solidity that is proverbial. The development of our own
mortal frame is but another example of the gradual
acquisition of strength. A child must crawl before it
can walk, it must walk betore it can run.

Whatever the issues may be, the principle holds,
There can be no superstructure except on a firm founda-
tion. The pupil at school cannot read a book at
first sight; he sees the letters of the alphabet; then line
upon line, by gradual progress, he is able to read. The
successful man of business, the famous statesman, the
brilliant lawyer who enjoys a lucrative p.ractice, the
cunning diplomatist—has each had to toil ceaslessly
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for his reputation, It is sometimes said of a man that
“He awoke one morning to find himself famous”, a remark
implying that fame came to him unsought and perhaps
undeserved. A few there may be, who like Malvolio,
have had greaness thrust upon them, but the majority of
successful men have had to toil hard for many weary
years until at last they have extracted from the world
the recognition that could no longer be withheld,

None will deny that talent is useful and necessary
for real success. Yet industry and application are often
more needful for good results than natura! ability alone
In everyday life the hare and the tortoise aie running
their race much more frequently than we are apt to
think. If we realised that the race is not always to the
swift nor the battle to the strong, we should not be so
easily discouraged. Determination and perseverance will
often accomplish what talent will not. Only by patient
industry following on careful and mature deliberation can
we hope to gain the result for which we strive,

R. KANAGARATNAM,
Matric B.




This Cannot Last Long!

IT was a cold Monday night, Everybody in my
house was asleep except one, and that one was myself.
There was no-one else in the room in which I was. I
was on my bed, reading ‘Tte Sunday Times' The
lantern was on a table behind my head. In the front
page of the paper, I read of Hitler’s annexation of Austria
and had just turned over the leaf when the clock struck
ten. I was waging war with sleep.

Suddenly I heard somebody calling me. At first, I
was not able to recognise the sound. When I heard the
call a second time, I knew that it was my friend Ponnu,
who was calling me. I suddenly got up from my bed
and went out in a hurry to know why he came to me
at that late hour. 1 found him with a torch-light in his
hand and his pet-dog standing in front of him. The dog,
as soon as it saw me, wagged its tail and drew the
attenti n of its master who was watching the slow pro-
gress of the moon, which was just emerging from the
eastern hills and trees. As soon as Ponnu saw me, he
got me by the hand and asked me to go with him for a
walk. I agreed, and we slowly moved away from wmy
house watching the moving shadows cast by the moon
and the beauties of nature. We went playing with

the dog.

No sooner had we reached an open space than I
beheld a sight, which cannot be described in words, I
saw something in the form of a mountain but presenting
the appearance of a person of abnormal stature with a
long rod in his hand and his mouth wide open. Behind
him, there stood innumerable ghost-like persons who
looked very hungry and were stretching out their arms to
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get hold of anything which could satisfy their hunger.
By chance I looked down to see in what a state of
bewilderment the dog was. When I cast my eyes down,
I saw some flower-like children and women groaning
under the feet of those hungry ghosts.

When I saw that state of agony I looked around for
my friend, who was stanling behind me, unable, on
account of fear, even to talk, I got him by the hand
and turned homewards when I saw a person in a white
attire, riding on a white horse, who "passed us and

approached the open-mouthed man., At the very approach -

of this man on the horse, the mountain-like person closed
his mouth and when he received a blow he dropped down
the rod in his hand. The ghosts behind him took to
- flight in diiferent directions and the young children and
mothers, who were trampled in the mud, stood up and
raised a great shout of joy.

I also shouted along with them when my brother,
who was sleeping in the room next to mine, awoke me. 1
suddenly got up. It was all a dreamn! The newspaper
was spread over me, and the lamp put itself out owing to
want of kerosene oil. The next morning, when the dream
came to my mewmory, I came to the conclusion that ‘this
cannot last long.’

K. THANGARA]JAH,
Matric A.
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‘Co-Education

The problem of co-education has been tackled from
time to time and ‘it was finally solved by the far-seeing
educationists of America and Europe during the nine-
teenth century. By about the mid-part of this
- progressive period when the world advanced in all aspects,
Awerica perfected this system of education -with utter
failures and criticisms at the initial stage. The progress
which the United States of America made during this
century is almost the outcome of their sound educational
system. Today those countries stand as a model to the
back-ward nations. The East soon became aware of the
manifold advantages and in consequence established a few
co-educational institutions. :

Today being the age of democracy, women have
equal rights and privileges as men. This being the basis,
women stand on the same footing as men in all the
activities of life. = The only difference lies in their mental
- and physical constitution. There should be free associa-
tion in sports and other forms of sociil:life; with modific-
ations to suit differences. These being the ultimate aim,
the real type of co-education should be imparted. If
instead, we deviate and give a wrong type of education,
then this would bring about disastrous results. Therefore
the purpose of co-education should be fulfilled in the
first place, when this system of education is attempted.
If women are meant to be mere decorative and pleasant
toys for man's amusement, they should be preserved
in apartments as fruits and vegetables are preserved 1in
. refrigerators. _

Today the social, economic; as well as the religious
conditions have changed, and so education is but necessary
for the weaker sex, and co-education all the more erases
the differences between 1men and women. This system of
education promotes the understanding between each other

6
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and thus men are able to choose fit partners of thci'r life,
The art of swimming cannot surely be learnt without
getting wet; so also the higher ideals of co-ed-ucalion
cannot be achieved when women are kept as it were
in water-tight compartments, When a law cutting short
the comforts of 'individuals is enforced, everybody would
attempt to violate it. In order to avoid all these
improper results a healthy association between both sexes
should be encouraged.

We all know that women are more efficient and
better teachers of children. This is mainly due to the
fact that they are better judges of the children’s mind.
Women have rendered distinct service as doctors, nurses
and social workers. The supremacy of woman in this
sphere is due to her tender-heartedness and love for
man. The uplift of the younger generation entirely
depends on the hands of the present girls. This is the
chief reason why women should receive sound education.
The training children receive at their homes is imcomplete
and therefore women should get out of their homes and
give out-door training as well.

The percentage of illiteracy is very high in the East
and is the main cause of Eastern degeneration. Traditional
diversities in religion and racial differences sheuld be set
aside as they are an obstruction fo progress, Japan has
been immensely influenced by the United States - of
America and they have adjusted their educational system
on American lines, The Japanese women who proceeded
to America for higher education have broug
home-life progressive methods, and today J:;pnn s mate
ing from success to success, When we have got all the
facilities in cur hand, we should make the best’ yse ab
them. Therefore it is not too late for e .
real type of co-education which js conducive t

ht into their

impart the

O progress.

A.. Rajasincan,
Inter-Scienc ,
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“Sweetest Songs are those
which tell of Saddest thoughts.”
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QOur Prize-Function

Our Annual Prize Function took place on Saturday,
the 24th of Septeinber, 1938. It was a record gather-
ing that was present including a large number of ladies.
The scheme of decoration of the College Hall and pre-
mises was colourful and attractive. Palms and flags and
variegated electric bulbs against the background of the
College crest lent an enchanting appearance of oriental
splendour. The setting thus provided was a credit to
those responsible for the decoration. Professor Marrs,
the Principal of the University College, presided and Mrs.
Marrs distributed the prizes. Those accommodated on
the platform, besides the Frincipal and Vice-Principal,
were Miss Marrs, Atikar Naganather, Mr. C. Coomara-
swamy, the District Judge, Mr. C. T. Lorage, Divisonal
Inspector of Schools and Mr. V., Subramaniam, Advocate,
who later proposed a vote of thanks to Mr, and Mrs,
Marrs,

On their arrival in the company of the Principal, Mr.
and Mrs. Marrs were presented with the guard of honour
drawn from the College Scout Corps under the command
of the troop master, Mr. V. Sundararajah. Mr. Marrs
congratulated the squad on the smart turn-out.

The meeting commenced with a devotional song. A
violin solo was next given by a College boy whose dis-
play for his age was a creditable achievement and was
- heartily applauded.

The prizes were distributed by Mrs, Marrs.

All the prizes for Religious Knowledge and General
Proficiency in all the classes were awarded to the valye
of Rs. 192/-, the amount accrued from an endowment
to the College by the late Mr, S. T. M, Pasupathy Chet.
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tiar, one of the chief founders and first Treasurer of the
College, in honour and memory of the following gentle-
men “who have either been directly or indirectly instru-
mental in establishing the Jaffna Hindu College and have
rendered material help to promote its interests”: The
late Sri La Sri Arumuga Navalar Avergal, the late Messrs,
T. Chellapzah Pillai, B. A, B. L., Advocate S, Naga-
lingam, the chief founder and first Manager of the
College, William Nevins, Vidvaseromany Ponnambala
Pillai, K. Sithambarasubbiah Chettiar, S. ‘T. Muttucu-
maraswamy Chettiar, V. Casippillai J. P.,, R. H. Leem-
bruggen J. P., P. Coomaraswamy, A. S.ibapathy b S o0
V. Sanmugam, R. N. Arulampalam, S, T. M. Pasupathy
Ckettiar, T. Kailasapillai and Sir P. Arunachalam.

'CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS

Mr. Marrs addressed the gathering. He paid a
tribute to the students who went from the Jaffra Hindu
College to live and work at the University College,
by saying that their success there was a measure of the
efficient work done in their old school, and he congratulat-
ed the Principal and Staff on the excellence of their werk.

THE GAP

But the speaker went on to say that the standard of
the average boy who sought admission to the University
College from the Secondary Schools of the country was
low and he was not equal to the course of studies there;
that he had therefore spoken on more than ons public
occasion pointing out the need to fill the gap in the
achievement of the pupil who has merely managed to
pass the London Matriculation and then proceeded to the
University College. He thought that the Secondary
schools of Ceylon should make an earnest effort to stuff
that gap if the pupil was to derive the full benefit
of a course of studies in the University College. Mr,
Marrs made it appear by implication that very many boys
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and girls who were absclutely unfitted for higher studies
went to the University College because they had cramimed
through the qualifying examination. But he guarded
himself by saying that he was no advocate of an intellect-
ual birth control and only wanted to stress the need for
the range of knowledge which an English boy entering
the University often had.

TAMIL STUDENTS AT 'VARSITY

Referring to the Tamil boys in University College
Mr. Marrs said that in point of numbers they were at one
time greater in proportion than the Sinhalese, . and as
years passed by, the old proportion tended to decrease
for the obvious reason that the Sinhalese population far
outnumbered the Tamils. But the Tamils had the plums
of positions in the University College.  While the Tamils
held three Professorships, the Sinhalese held none. In
Academics the Tamil boy was definitely out for Mathe-
matics and Science and, with brilliant exceptions, had not
made any effort on the side of Arts, and the speaker
admonished the Tamil students to take to Arts, parti-
cularly the Indo-Aryan group of studies, and held up to the
admiration of the gathering the brilliant examples of Mr.
P. Candiah and Mr. A. M. A. Azeez, c, c. s, Old Boys of
.the Hindu College, It was a matter of surprise to him
that few Tamil boys offered Tamil and fewer Sans-
crit. He thought that Hindu Tamils ought to study
Sanscrit, for that language was bound up with their
religion.

UNIVERSITY SITE QUESTION

Referring to the expansion of the Universj ty College
Professor Marrs adverted to the question of the site of
the future University. That question was settled,
and he thought he was treading on dangerous grounds
when he said that sufficient accommodation might not be
made for the ever-expanding admissions, and almost
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hinted the question whether it was a wise decision to
build the University upcountry. His reference to the
metropolitan drift of modern Universities, on which
subject Sir Michael Sadler is the most authoritative
spokesman, was his expression of dissatisfaction with the
decision on the site, Concluding his remarks, Mr. Marrs
congratulated the College on its good work in the past
and wished it ever-increasing success.

VOTE CF THANKS

Mr. V. Sivasubramaniam, Advocate, an old boy of the
College and of Mr. Marrs, proposed a vote of thanks,
In doing so he spcke of his personality and of the abid-
ing interest Mr. Marrs took in the welfare of the students
in the University College. He said that the Tamils
should be grateful to Mr. Marrs for the valiant fight he
put up for the city site of the proposed University and
hoped that, though a decision had been taken, it would,
by no wmeans, be final. Wherever the University might be
located, he wished that the University might be started
before the retirem=nt of Mr. Marrs, for he thought of no
more distinguished person to occupy first the post of the
Vice-Chancellor than Professor Marrs, and it wou'd be a
fitting end to the abiding services he had rendercd to the
cause of higher education in Ceylon.

LIST OF PRIZE-WINNERS

Lower First Year
General Proficiency: Ratnarajah N,
‘Religious Knowledge: Ratnarajah N.

(Ratnarajah N.

Tamd: | Thayalnayaky T.
Upper First Year

General Proficiency: Rosamma S.
( Rosamma S.

Religious Knowledge: | Sivagamasundari T.
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Tamai:

Second Year
General Proficiency:

Religious Knowledge:

Tamal:

Fifth Standard
General Proficiency:

Religious Knowledge:

English:
Tamal:
History:
Geography:
First Form
General Proficiency:

Religious Knowledge:

English:
Tamul:
Mathematics:
Geography:
History:

Second Form
General Proficiency:

Religious Knowledge:

Engluish:
Tamil:
Latin:
Mathematics:
Geography:
History:
Science:
Third Form
General Proficiency:
Religious Knowledge:

THE HINDU

T Sivagamasundari o
| Muthucoomaru P-

Somasundaram P.
Somasundaram P.
Navaratnarajah R.

Padmavathyamma P.
Kulasegarampillai V.
Padmavathyamma P.
Kulasegnrampillai V.
Padmavathyamma P.
Padmavathyamma P.

Ponnampalam R.
Sivasothy P.
Arunasalam S.

( Panchadcharam T.
| Kanagamma M.

Gayatri A.
Ponnampalam R.
Mahadevan A.

Pathmanathan N.
Ratnavadivel V.
Pathmanathan N.
Pathmanathan N.
Kaneshamoorthy P.
Ratnavadivel V'u.
Pathmanathan N.
Pathmanathan N,
Ratnavadivel V.,

Sanmuganathan P.
Rajadurai A,
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Y [ Poopalan T,
Englssh: L Ba}:?subramaniam P,
Tamal: Nadarajah K.
Latin: Aliph M. A. M.
Mathematics: Sanmuganathan P.
Geography: Sivagurunathan S,
History: Senathirajah T,
Science: Kanthasamy C.

Fourth Form

General Proficiency: Kanagasabapathy P,
( Subramaniam P,
Religious Knowledge: - Velauthapillai V.

| Kanagaratnam K.

English: Somasuntharam P,
Tamil: SomasuntharamP.
Mathematics: : Sambasivam A.
History: Kanagasabapathy P.
Chemaistry: Balasingam S.
Latin: Sivapalan T.
Geography: Sivasubramaniam S.
Pre-Matric
General Proficiency: Ponnampalam K.
Religious Knowledge: Ponnampalam K.
English: Thangarajah K.
Tamil: ' Amerasingam T,
Mathematics: Sivakolunthu S.
Physics: Ponnampalam K.
Chemistry: Thangarajah K.
Botany: Sivarajah K.
Logic: Kanagasabapathy V.
History: Rajasegaram V.
Latin: Kanagasabapathy V.
Matric

General Proficiency: . Kanagasabapathy K.
English: Kanagasundaram K.

(&
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Mathematics:
Tamil;
Physics:
Chemistry:
Haustory:
Latin;

Logic:
Botany:
Geography:

THE HINDU

Kuganagathasan K.
Vythilingam S.
Anandacumarasamy S.
Balasingam K.
Navaretnam K. V.
Sabanayagam M.
Vythilingam R.
Vythilingam R.
Selvaretnam P,

Y. M. H. A, Religious Knowledge: M. M. Yusoof

Drawin‘g:
Junzor;

Intermediate:

Senior:

Singing:
Boys: Senior

Intermediate:

Junior;

Girls: Intermediate

Junior:

Ist S. Balasundaram, 2ud year
Znd P. Muttucumaru, Ist ycar
Ist A. K. Nadarajah, 4th Form
Znd K. Karthigesulyer, 2nd Form
Ist K. T. Selvadurai, Matric

Ist 5. Somaskandar, Matric C.
and E. Sammugai, Pre-Matric A.
1st A. Viyasan
2nd Sivanathan
Ist R. Nadarajah
2nd A. Vashishtan
1st Punithavathi
Savundareswari

Playground Fund Prize:

Pre-Matric A,

Inter-House Championship.

Volley-Ball:
Athletics:
Football:

Pasupathy House
Sabapathy House
Selvadurai House

Inter-ccllegiate Championship.

Senior:
Intermediate:

A. Ratnasingham, Matric B.
C: Yogaretnam. Pre-Matrjc A
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THE PRINCIPAL'S REPORT. -

SIR—It i5 my pleasant tduty to welcome vou and
Mrs. Marrs to the Jaffna Hindu College. This is the first
time the College enjoys . the privilege of having the

Principal of the University. College to preside at the.
prize function, and I should like to tell yo ! how happy‘

we are that you have kindly consented to preside over it
and Mrs. Marrs to give away the prizes. We may weli
have a legitimate claim on you in virtue of your official
position, for not an inconsiderable number of the Tamil
students who have passed through the University Collegé,
are the products of this institution. They have been
really fortunate in having an educationist of your
character, experience and scholarship as Principal, to
mould their character, and shape their destinies,. We are
all proud that many of them, apart from having won
academic distinctions, have proved themselves equally
successful in life.

At the last prize-giving I referred to our manager’s
unique distinction of being the first Tamil leader to
be elected Speaker of the State Council. Since then, he
has been to England and has returned with two great
assets. The first is a redoubled love for Jaffna. “There
is no place like Jaffna”, be said to our students when they
welcomed him back here. The second is the Knighthood
conferred on him by His Majesty. We are happy that he
still continues to be the Manager of the College and we
hope that he will continue to render useful service to the
College and the country.

There are now 625 pupils on the roll of whom 45
are girls, and of these one is in the Matriculation Form. At
the request of several friends and parents who desired the
necessary facilities to educate their girls in a Hindu

School near by, we have made this College into a
co-educational institution, as we did not feel ourselves

61
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wealthy enough to establish a separate institution for
girls, Cynical hearts were beating with trepidation at

“this conversion, but I believe that by now they must

have become normal. Three years have passed since this
conversion, and boys and girls have got on very well
together to the distinct advantage of both, except for
minor quarrels among th- girls themselves. There are now
girls in all the classes up to the 3rd Form, and it is hoped
that they will continue here to complete their Secondary
School course. We adyisedly do not allow the girls to mix
together with the boys to the extent the ultra-pregressives
desire, but, considering the tradition in which Hindu
Society as a whole has been growing, we feel that such
mixing can only be slow, gradual and evolutionary.
Sperts and such other activities are therefore organised
separately for girls. I believe that co-education has come
to stay in this College. Nevertheless it is true that we
are not at present adequately equipped, particularly with
regard to the provision of a wider range of extra curricula
of activities suitable for girls. A fine hoste] for girls is in
urgent demand, as several Jaffna parents in Malaya have
written to me expressing their desire to send their girls
here for their education,

On an occasion like this I may pertinently touch
upon what appears. to be a glaring defect in our edu-
cational ‘system. I refer to the lack of facilities for

-technical and technological studjes, Th= result has been

that an increasing number of our students find it difficult
even after matriculating, to secure jobs. We cannot but

- deplore the conditions that have accentuated the problem

of the educated unemployed in the country. It is rather
unfortunate that schools, where education of a technical
character is imparted, are not adequate to the needs of
th> country. The one institution that we have—The
Technical College—is not equipped enough to teach
students even to the B. Sc. standard in Engineering. A
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fully equipped Technical College should be provided in
each of the four important towns to enable students after
matriculating to proceed {o c .urses of technical studies.
It is a sad commentary on the present scheme of
education that such Colleges are not in existence. A
Ceylonese student has now to go to Europe or India to
obtain an ordinary degree in Engineering or in a similar
branch, undergoing great inconvenience, and spending a
large sum of money. Though the expenditure of the State
on Education is mounting high, it will be in the interests
of the Island to provide for such colleges if the present
scheme of education is to bear more wholesome fruit, and
be of enduring benefit to the country.

While providing for those who matric .late, we must
not lose sight of those who are unable to do so. These
must be looked after and trained to earn their livelihood.
Schools of the Polytechnic type must be established
where students can learn some craft or trade by which
they can earn an honest living. Inability to earn an
honest living is a partial cause of the increase of crime in
Jaffna, and our scheme of education will remain in-
adequate and imperfect until provision is made for these
courses of study.

The Collcge gives free-studentships and noon-meals
to a number of its pupils. This costs the College about
Rs. 7,000 a year. We feel the burden rather keenly, yet
we have borne it, as it is for a deserving cause. I wish
that some wealthy gentlemen will come forward to under-
take to meet the expenses of such students and thereby
help not only themselves but the deserving youth and the
College. If each of our free students can find a bene-
factor to help him, the College will not be put to severe
strain on this score, and desirable improvements in other
directions will not be handicapped for lack of-funds.
May we not hope for some voluntary help and assistance
in this matter ?
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In the Hostel there are about 125 resident pupils.
Our Hostel can conveniently accommodate only 100.
We have made temporary, though inadequate, ad-
justments to meet the growing demand. Our permanent
Hostel is a two-storeyed one, and, though we have no funds
before us, we propose to build a third storey. We are
flying sky-wards not because we scorn the earth, but
because we have no lands spacious enough to expand.
There is now a full-time Hostel Warden. The combin-
ation of Teacher and Hostel Superintendent in one person
imposes so severe a strain on him that we have aband-
oned it. Our aim is to have two S-nior Masters residing
in the Hostel and hope to have them at the beginning of
next year. Every member of the Staff supervises the
studeats in their studies by turns, and I take this oppor-
tunity to thank the Staff for the very valuable help they
are rendering to the College by their voluntary service at
the Hostel. Mr. M. Sinnathamby, who is now in charge
of the Hostel, is an Old Boy of ours. We have installed
an electric pump and hope to have water service at
an early date.

The outstanding achievement of the College this
year is the acquisition of a playground so close by. It
has often been remarked that this College would never be
able to own a play-ground in its v.cinity, that every
year’s report wou'd mention this desideratum and that it
would remain so for ever. Nevertheless, we have re-
mained optimistic and are now mightily proud that we
own about 2 acres of land for our play ground with
possible room for expansion. The College has spent
nearly Rs. 15,000 on the play-ground and, though more
lands are now available, we have not th- means 1o
venture on a further purchase of lands, at the moment,
\We are conscious that its present extent is not large
enough, but are content with the thought that Very soon
we shall double its size with the public support.- This
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great achievement was due to the tact and talent dis
played by the Treasurer, Mr. S. Adchalingam, for whose
services in this respect the College cannot be too grateful,

We had a formal opening of the New Play-ground
on the 25th of June, 1938, by our Vice-President, Dr. S.
Subramaniam. All the four Houses of ths College built
for themselves beautiful pandals where friends and OIld
Boys were sumptuously treated. It was a grand occasion
and everybody was happy over our new possession. As a
prelude to our owning a new play-ground, .we bacame
bracketted Football Champions in the last Inter-Collegiate
Football Tournament and this year, in the Inter-Collegiate
Athletic Sports Meet, we did creditably well by winning
the second place, Special mention should bz made of
Master A. Ratnasingam, who broke the Public Schools’
Record in the Long Jump, and won the Senior
Athletic Sports Championship, and of Master C. Yogarat-
nawm, the Intermediate Sports Champion. In this year’s
Inter-House Sports Competition, Pasupathy Hcuse be-
came Champions in Volley-Ball, Sabapathy in Athlztics,
and Selvadurai House in Football. Mr. P. Thiagarajah
is our Sports-master. He is an Old Boy. Our congratu-
lations to him on the achievements of his boys in the
field of Sports.

The Library is housed in the Upstairs Hall of the
Science block, and is in charge of a full-time Librarian.
But there should be more books than are now found. We
are not able to stock all the required books at one and
the same time. The Library is being replenished every
year and we hope that in the course of a few years it
will be an up-to-date Secondary School Library. There
is also a wireless receiving set in thz College, presented
By the Staff.

The Young Men's Hindu Association is duing. its
work as usual with its new President Mr. V. Ponniah,
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He has organised a special religious study circle which is
at the moment studying the Tamil religious classic
“Sivagnanasithiar.” There is a debating society for
every class from Form I, upwards, which meets once a
week, The College Senior Lyceum had two Inter-
Collegiate debates, with St. John’s and Central Colleges.
The first was on the occasion of its Annual Celebrations
in September last; the second during the “Education
Week.” The College weekly newspaper which appeared
for some time in manuscript has now evolved into the
Bi-weekly “Young Hindu,” which the Saiva Prakasa
Press prints for us. It is edited by two of the Matricula-
tion Form students. Our Scouts, the 4th Jaffna Troop, fared
fairly well at the Annual Scout Rally held in September
1937 at the Old Park. The Cubs have found an able
master in Mr. V., Sundararajah, and they deserve our con-
gratulations on winning the Dyson’s Totem Pole at the
King’s Birthday celebrations. '

The College Dramatic Society staged the Tamil
play; “Bhakta Prahalada” under the patronage of Sir W-
Duraiswamy. Master A. Vashishtan who successfully
played the difficult role of the hero elicited the unstinted

admiration of the house by his natural and graceful
acting and singing. He was only 9 years old. Our-

singing classes are continuing as usual under the dlrectlon
of Mr. Rajupillai Othuvar.,

Our Old Boys continue to honour their Alma Mﬁt(,r
Mr. P. Kandiah who is now at Trinity Hall, Clmbndge
has won a Sanscrit exhibi.ion. My, T. Nagendram, B. A.,
Advocate, who underwent a special course of training in
England, has now been appointed to the Government
Analyst’s Department. Mr. S. Srinivasan, passed the B, A,
(Hons.) examination of the Madras University in the 1st
Class, and is Principal of Skandavarodaya College, Mr.
K. Sivasithainbaram has obtained the B, Sc, Degree of the

- London University. Mr. K. Kandasamy and Mr. Pasy-



OUR WOLF-CUBS—WINNERS, DY2ON’S TOTEM POLE.






OUR PRIZE-FUNCTION 67

pathy have passed the London Intermediate in Science
and Mr. Balasingam in Arts. Mr. A. Sivaguru has com-
pleted his course at the Government Training College and
is on the staff of Seevalli College, Ratnapura. Mr. C.
Vanniasingam, B. A., Advocate, is now practising in
Jaffna. Mr. S. Nagamuttu has passed the Advocate’s
Final. Messrs. V. M. Cumaraswamy and V. Kandasamy
have passed the Advocate’s 2nd examination. Mr. N.
Nadarasa has passed the Advocate's Intermediate Exami-
nation and Mr. C. Balasingam has passed the Advocate’s
Preliminary examination obtaining 1st Class Honours. In
the Proctor’s Examination Mr. C. M. Tharumalingam has
passed the Intermediate, obtaining 1st Class Honours,
Messrs. V. Navaratnarajah and V. Vinasitamby, the
Proctor’s Final. A. Thanabalasingam Proctor’s first exa-
mination and A. Arulambalam, Proctor’s 2nd examination.
Mr. M. H. M. Abdul Cader, Mr. S. Nadarajah and Mr. K.
Sivagnanaretnam are now Doctors, 16 boys from our
College passed the Government Clerical examination
during the past year. It is impossible to name in a short
space all the Old Boys who have passed examinations,
qualified for professions or received promotions or all who
deserve praise and congratulations., The College Maga-
zine will give a fuller account of them.

There have been a few changes on the Staff. Mr. A.
Somasundaram left us in December last, for a post under
the Government and Mr. G. S. Mack in last May. We
welcome Mr. A. Saravanamuttu, Inter Science, Mr. C.
Shanmuganathan, Art Master, and Mr. V. Sundararajah,
who is an Old Boy. Our New Sports Master, Mr. P,
Thyagarajah and the Hostel Warden Mr. M. Sinnathamby
are also Old Boys. We also welcome Miss Y. Kanaga-
sabai, Miss N. Singaravelu and Miss A. Poulier who are
doing good work in the Special Year classes.

Our results in the public examinations were'%atisﬁ
factory except, of course, in the Ceylon Junior Certificate

9
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examination. 19 passed the London Matriculation Exa-
mination of January 1938, and 13 that of June 1938. At
the London Intermediate Examination of July 1937, two
students passed from our Inter-Science Form,

It is my melancholy privilege to refer to the sudden
death of Mr. Nevins Selvadurai in April last. He was
our Principal for well nigh 33 years. He was a recog-
nised educationist in the Island, and in his later days he
became interested in politics and endeavoured his best to
influence the trend of public affairs in the country for its
good. Mr. Nevins combined in himself a high aim and
great practical energy which contributed to make his life
so iich in achievement. His was a towering personality
and he never touched anything without adorning it. We
bemoan his loss, and I am happy that the Old Boys are
devising means to perpetuate the memory of this greit
man whose name is so indissolubly bound up wih
the College.

It is also my painful duty to refer to ths death of
Mr. K. Namasivayam, who was on the staff for over 15
years, He was an Old Boy and rendered very useful service
as teacher and hostel superintendent. He was very dearly
loved by all his wards who referred to him as their father,

It only remains for me to thank the members of the
Staff for their loyal and devoted co-operation and for
their initiative in certain matters calculated to promote
tie interests of the College. I also take this opportunity
to thank cordially our benefactors and Prize-donors for
their continued encouragement, and in particular the Igte
S. T. M. Pasupathy Chettiar {or giving us a permanent
endowment towards the expenses of the Prize-giving., 1
- also thank all the ladies and gentlemen at thijs funtcj:.tior;
for honouring us by their presence and in 4 special manner
you, Sir, for presiding at the function and Mrs. Marrs for
gracing this occasion by her presen

ce and givin
: away
the prizes. 5 y
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Hindu English School,
Urumpirai

THE School has on the Staff 13 Teachers, of whom
one i1s a Lady Teacher holding a 1st class Trained
Teacher’s Certificate. The number on the roll is 275
consisting of 198 boys and 77 girls.

Accommodation.

The block of buildings on the Northern side was
renovated and extended to provide a corridor on the
Southern side down the entire length of the building,
while additional buildings were constructed recently to
provide acco:umodation for the special classes. A separate
room has been provided for ths teaching of Elementary
Science.

Extra-curricular Activities.

As stated in the last Inspection report: “Considerable
attention has been paid to this aspect of school life and
most of the activities mentioned in the last report
(namely religious, literary and sports activities) were
continued with unabated enthusiasm. The special feature
was the handing over of a good deal of responsibility to the
pupils themselves, As a result great keeness was displayed
by them. A special effort was made during the Edu-
cition Week. Gardening was done on an extended
scale as a profit-sharing business, and separate plots were
allotted to each class. The play field accommodation
was extended and a portion cf it was reserved exclusively
for the girls.”

Public Examination.

The result in the J.S. C. Examination held in

November last was not satisfactory, when compared with




70 THE HINDU

that of 1936, Only 3 came out successf.ul out of 19
presented, while 10 passed (including one girl) out of 21
presented in 1936,

Finance.

Since 1936 the school has been financially in a very
sound condition. In 1936-37 the Schcol had a surplus
of over Rs. 1,000/- after meeting all expenses, while in
the last school year the school had over Rs. 2,300/- left
out of the fee collections after meeting the manager’s
centribution,

General.

The following remarks of the Divisional Inspector of
Schools and the Assistant Director of Education bear
ample testimony to the fact that the School has been
doing very good work.

(a) “18—7—38. Visited the School in the com-
pany of Mr. D. C. Gunawardana, Inspector of Schocls.
I was shown round the class rooms and the school garden
and was impressed by the various activities and methods
employed to encourage intellectual advancement, I
notice that there is a sanitation Committee =

Sgd. C. T. LORAGE,
Divisional Inspector.,

(b) 9—9—38. Visited the School after a lapse of
nearly 15 years. It has grown beyond recognition. This
does not surprise me knowing that Mr. Sitaraman is
now its head. 1 was pleased with the measures taken to
note the progress made by each pupil during

1 1]

career in the school, *.........

his entire

Sgd. J. C. WirEKooN,
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Kokuvil Hindu English School

THE School serves an area of almost a mile and
a half radius, and certain sections of Inuvil and Kondavil.
For the last ten years, it has worked as an English Mixed
School of the Junior Seconlary grade. 3

The present strength of the School is about 260 of
which 70 are girls. The Sta’f consists of 12 Teachers of
whom one is a Lady Graduate. Mr. M. Sinnathampy, an
Old Boy of the School as well as of the Jaffna Hindu
College, joined the staff in July last.

A temporary extension of the Teachers’ Reading
Room had to be made to provide accommodation for the
new admissions. The need for a more permanent struc-
ture is likely to arise in the near future.

The introduction of Experimental Science into the
curricilum has already materialised. A beginning has
been already made with Standards VI and VII. The
completion of the new office room and a small store
room has helped to vac te the big rcom in the new block
(30" % 20") which was originally intended for the purpose of
accommodating the Science furniture and apparatus worth
about Rs. 500/- More equipment will have to be pro-
vided during the cours> of the year for the subject to be
taught to the J. S. C. pupils as well.

The scale of fees charged is almost the code
_ minimum. Stationery, Games, and- Science fees, in
proportion to the needs of each class, are also charged.
Free studentships are granted to deserving pupils who
form about 22% of the total number.

Fortnightly tests and Term tests are held during
each term. Progress Reports based on these tests are
issued periodically for the information and signature of
the parents or guardians. The Annual Parents’ Day
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Celebrations came off in last March during the Education
Week,

The. School Senior Literary Union holds its weekly
meetings presided over by me nbers of the staff as well as
by elected pupil members. Lively and animated 'debates
on current topics form a.regular feature. During -the
course of last year, Miss Rani Paul of Uduvil Girls'
College and Mr. Handy Perinpanayagam of Jaffna
College addressed the pupils on “Japan” and “Taste for
Reading" respectively, under the auspices of the Union,
The subject taken up for debate during the Education
Week was “Japan is not justified in attackin= China.”

The Religious and moral Training Committee cele-
brated the “Navalar Day” with Mr S. Nadesapillai in the
chair. Pandit V. T. Sambandan of the Jaffna Hindu
College and Vidwan Karthigesupillai of Patameshwara
College were thz speakers on the occasion. Fortnightly
morning addresses are delivered by members of the staff
as well as by enlightened persons from outside, It is
proposed to make this a regular feature of the school
activities.

The election of the S=nior and Janior prefects of the
school was an outstanding event of the current year, The
pupils of the post primary classes evinced -intelligent
interest and keen enthusiasm  in the election procedure
and succeeded in returning the really most deserving
pupils. It is proposed to make this ap annual event
the school, serving ta create a schoo] tradition and ag
first step towards practical training in civies,

n
a

Attached to the school is a small Boarding House
where arrangements have been made to enable evep pupils
of average means to have a convenient midday meal
at minimum cost. This establishment affords :
facilities especially to pupils who attend the: 56
a distance,

S enough
hool from
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school requisites with the least trcuble at rea
prices. Pupils ot the school are enrolled as share-holders
with a view to giving them training in co-opcrative werk
and business habits.

Volleyball and Badminton are the chief gamcs
played. The pupils in the neighbourhood have Football
practice in the outer courtyard of the adjoining -temple.
Girl pupils occasionally take part in indoor games like
Carrom and Snakes and Ladders. Girl pupils are to take
part in rhythmic exercises under the guidance of the
Lady Teacher from the commencement of the next term.

Hindu English School,
Chavakachcheri

The school is making steady progress year by year.
The new school hall, which was started some years age,
was completed early in the year and was formally cpen-
ed by Sir. W. Duraiswamy in March last.  There is
ample accommodation now for all the classes.

The stréngth of the school has also slightly increased
during the year. There are now 155 pupils on the roll—
125 boys and 30 girls. The staff consists of the Head-
master and six assistants of whom ouly one is uncerti-
ficated.

The two branches of the Literary Association meet
regularly every Wednesday afternoon. The other chief
activities of the school are volleyball and gardening, for
which a separate plot has been enclosed,
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The school won a silver medal and two. lllef‘lt certi-
ficates at the Jast Health and Food Exhibition 10 Jaffna
organised by the Health Association.

Tondamanar Hindu English
School

The Staff:

Mr. S. P. Krishnamurthy Ayyer B. A. (Head-master),
Mr. M. Rajendram B. A, Mr. A. Veluppillai, Mr. N.
Saravanamuttu and Mr. V. M. Rasanayakam. Mr. R.
Kandiah had to leave the school in June last on account
of ill-health. He was an ideal teacher, and we feel that
his place is hard to fill for a long time to come,

We are glad to note that the above school has ro-
duced the best results among our branch schools in the
J- S. C. Examination held in November 1937. The
Parents’ Day celebration which was held in March last
was a grand successs Mr. S. = Shivapathasundram,
B. A., presided over the function and distributed the
prizes. It was largely attended both by parents and
well-wishers of the institution. The annual inspection
held on the 8th and 9th November was reported to be
satisfactory on the whole,

The number of girls seeking admission to the school
has been steadily increasing and the school bids fair to
become a mixed institution very soon.  The staff will be
strengthened shortly by the appointment of an efficient
lady-teacher.
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The Young Men’s Hindu
Association

It is more than a decade since the Y. M. H. A. was
founded in the Jaffna Hindu College. The primary ob-
ject which prompted the fcunder of the Y. M. H. A. was
to foster Hindu ideals and Hindu principles in the lives
of the Hindus. Proselytiztion is foreign to Hindu me-
thods. Whereas other religionists appeared to be very
busy in increasing their fold, Hindus were idle and
allowed themselves to be exploited. The methods
adopted by the protagonists of other faiths have been
various., They established hospitals and schools in the
rarious parts of India and Ceylon, and proselytization
was a chief feature of the early days. It was a
Vivekananda and an Arumuga Navalar who opened
the eyes of the educated Hindus. Swami Vive-
kanainda found that Science stood apart from
Religion and  tried to  harmonize scientific
knowledge with revealed truth. He unfolded the scientific
basis of our Hindu Metaphysics. Arumuga Navalar took
up the ethical side of our system and reveiled its scientific
implications. But the fact that, in the history of religion
as well as of science many theories which had been once
held as indisputably true were afterwards discarded, is
not to the fore of the religionists. The contradictory
views entertained in the field of every religion offer a
clear proof that some of these views are wrong. There
are very many erroneous certitudes to which credence is
given in every religion today. ~The changes in ethical
values and moral standards, which we find in the Hindu
Puranas were made capital of by the Christian Missiona-
ries in the past in their attempts to hood-wink the ignorant

10
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masses of the Hindu Faith, More than one Pr-eSide_nt Sl
Y. M. H. A. has warned us against the danger of .attfmd'
ing schoels of other denominations, where tht‘j’ principles
of our religion may be misrepresented and distorted to
suit the whims and fancies of the proielytizem'. The
speculative and critical aspects of Hindu Metaphysics ha‘f'e
been carefully serutinized in the Y.M.H.A. classes held in
the College after school hours. Therein we have learned
that the physical sciences are all based on fundamental
assumptions such as the conceptions of cause, quantity,
quality, space, time etc, whereas the Hindu metaphysics
analyses and defines these correctly with a view to
inlerpreting the universe and finding th: meaning of life,
We feel that eertitude is no guarantee of truth and we
know today how to tackle problems with open minds in
detached impersonal ways, We have acquired the
characteristic of approaching problems of knowledge with
the same renunciation and the same rigour of procedure
that distinguish the true scieniist. We do not consider
it a blasphemous act metho ically to doubt any problem,

We have been having regular debates on the various
phases of Hindu life, and the Anniversary of our Associa-
tion: was:celebrat:d last month on g grand scale., The
chief feature of the day was a friendly debate with the
students of the Thirunelvely Sajva Training College,
who proposed that ‘Idolatry is best suited for the wor-
ship of God’. The opposer, Master S. Somaskandan of
cur college, brought forth points to prove. that Idolatry
is not best suited, but suited for the worship of God, Hi;
first supporter, Master S, Velauthapillaj, urged there is
nothing praiseworthy about [dolatry for the worship of
God. His secord supporter Master V. S, Kemtappu, con-
demned Idolatry as a means to the worship of God, The
debate was followed by a lecture by Pandit M. V. Maha-
lingasivam on ‘@ea Glresi s, in the course of which
he welcomed the dawn of a new era in the Hindy World,
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We express our thanks to all those who came to
speak to us on sever.l occasions and especially the students
of the Thirunelvely Siiva Training College for having
enlivened our anniversary. We also take this cpportunity
to thank Mr. N. Nariyanan, our forner president, for the
yeoman service he rendered to us during the past, and Mr.
V. Ponniah, our present president, for the keen and untiring
interest he has been taking in the association during the
course of this year. Our grateful thanks are also due to our
Patron, Mr. A. Cumaraswamy.,

In conclusion we offer our warmest thanks to the
members who have encouraged us in our work.

Y. M. H. A.
Secretary.

0

The Senior Lyceum

THE Senior Lyceum is open to all students of the
Matric and Prep. Matric forms and contains a member-
ship of over two hundred. It is entirely conducted by the
students themselves, under the immediate supervision and
able guidance of Mr. V. Nagalingam. The success of the
Lyceum is in a great measure due to the influence of his
genial and inspiring personality. The members evince
great enthusiasm and take lively interest in its proceed-
ings. The Lyceum provides a Forum where the members
can sharpen their wits and cultivate their powers of
speech and debate. The general attainment in these
directions may be said to be fairly high. Meetings
are held every weck, the proceedings being in English and
Tamil on alternate weeks. The programmes are published
beforehand in “The Young Hindu”, the organ of the
Lycenm.

The Lyceum is now in its ninth year of existence
and celebrated the eighth birth-day last year with a
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friendly debate with St. John’s College on th? Sllbjec,t
“Is machinery an unmixed evil?”. We tha?k St. John’s
College for kindly responding to our invitation, a?nd Mr.
S. H. Perinpanayagam, B. A. for the instructive fmd
thought-provoking address he delivered on the occasion.
This year, during the Education Week, we had another
friendly debate with the Central College on “Univeisal
suffrage has proved a curse to Ceylon”, for which we thank
the Central College Debating Society.

I thank our popular principal for the advice and
guidance which he has been ever ready to give us and
Mr. N. Sangarappillai B A., and Mr, V. Chittampalam for
having addressed the Lyceum.

M. S. SITHAMPARAPPILLAT
Hony. Secretary.

The J. H. C. Boarders’ Union

This year, in connexion with our Boarders’ Union,
is so full of, various activities, that I hesitate what to
record first in order of importance, However, since the
art of public speaking and writing counts much in a Uni-
on like this, I shall first record the several events ccn-
cerned with it,

We had very interesting debates and useful speeches
both in English and Tamil on Literary and current poli-
tical subjects. Essay Reading, recitation, declamation
dialogues and story - telling were some of the features:
mainly intended to encourage the junior members of the
Union to cultivate their literary talents,

We publish two literary Organs, one in English cal)-
ed “Our Own” and the other in Tamil named, *@%resi
Gur Befl”*  Editors for these publications are elected by
the Union once a term, it
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We had several interesting and edifying lectures by
genilemen from outside. I take this opportunity there-
fore to thank Messrs. V. M Asaipillai (our Vice-prin-
cipal), S. Kanapathippillsi (Pundit) and Swamis Vipu-
lanantha and Kedeswaranandha. We are also very
grateful to Messrs. A, Cumaraswamy (our Principal and
Patron) and M. Mylvaganam for having presided cn two
of the above occasions.

Further, we cannot forget the valuable services rend-
ered by Mr. K. K. Nadarajan, Editcr, Inthusathanam, in
addressing us every Friday on religious subjects.

The Unveiling of the portrait of the late Mr, K.
Namasivayam, our veteran boarding muaster, was an
unique event of the year. All the members of the Staff
and some of the prominent well-wishers of the hostel were
entertained to a luanch, which was highly appreciated. We
thank them ali for their presence.

In conclusion we must thank Mr. K. S. Subra-
maniam, our erstwhile boarding master, whose unceasing
interest in the bearders is well seen in the facilities
we now enjoy in the use of the Hand pump, Electric
pump, the pipe system and other irstallations recently
introduced.

Mr. M. Sinnathamby, our new \Wardzan, is indeed an
able administrator, a good disciplinarian and a thorcugh
sportsian, His services are always appreciated with a
great deal of aifection by all the boarders.

We are very grateful to the various masters who
supervised us at our study. Our thanks are dne to the
Principal for his kind patronage.

S. VEERAVAGU,
Hony. Secretary.
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(Games and Sports

I am happy to record, though it has already been
made known to the public, that the long-cherished dreamn
of a playground for our college within easy reach, has been
realised at last, The credit for the achievement—it is
indeed an achievement, considering the land value in the
inmediate vicinity of the college—should go in a large
measure to Mr. S. Adchalingam, the Honorary Treasurer
of the College. Thanks are also due to the Board of
Management for backing up the Treasurer in his adven-
ture and to the Old Boys and other well-wish~rs who have
liberally helped to body forth a fancy into a fact. While
we are thankful for what we have got, we wish that the
play-greund were larger, and there is the prospect of this
further wish too being fulfilled. What is striking is the
happy ceincidence of the acquisition of thz play-ground
and the me=asure of success the College has won in
sports this yvear.

The student body is happy for it feels that it
cannot with reason neglect the essentjal adjunct of
physical fitness, which is as important as intellectual keen-
ness and equipment. The scope of physical activities
has naturally been widened, It includes now cricket,
football, volley-ball, badminton and other forms of
athletics and games., The purpose in drawing up a com-
prehensive svllabus of physical activities by the college
authorities has been to draw in every boy t. a game to
which he has an aptitude.

I wish to place on rezord my thanks to the Principal
ard to Mr. M, Sinnathamby, the College Hostel Warden
and to all other members of the College Staff, who have
rendered me help and guidance, for all that they have
done to make ‘this aspect of the College life what it
is today.
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I owe it to myself to thank the students for the

loyal devotion and co-operation they have shown me on
and off the field.

ATHLETICS
(a) Inter_.House Sports

The outstanding event of the year was the Inter-
House Sports worked out on the day, memcrable no doubt,
on which the play-ground was formally ovened. It was
on 25th June, 1938. Dr. S. Subramaniam, the retired
Provincial Surgeon and Vice-President of the Board of
Directors, declared the ground open in the presence of a
large gathering of old boys, parents and well-wishers of
the College. It was naturally a day of great enthusiasm,
for the college had a deficiency made good. The mem-
bers of the four Houses contested for trophies and certifi-
cates of merit. Sabapathy House was voted cham-
pion after a keen competition. I should thank C. Cuma-
raswamy Esqr, C. C. S.,, S U. Somasegaram Esqr, Messrs
Diana and Co, and Messrs. Pioneer Sports Co. for the
cups they so generously offered.

(b) Inter-Collegiate Athletic Meet

In the Jaffna Inter-Collegiate Meet we secured the
2nd place, thanks chiefly to the keenness shown by
the competitors in attending practice regularly. The
fact that our playground was close to the College made
it easier for our athletes to practise regularly. A few
days prior to this Meet some of our College athletes went
for joint practice with some of the Central Colleg.e
athletes on the latter’s grounds, and I feel sure that this
helped not only to promote good feeling among the
athletes of the two Colleges butalso to make sure: of our
subsequent success at the Meet. I should here express nmy
thanks to the Central College Principal and Mr, Selva-
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retnam, the Prefect of Games, for their generosity in per
mitting our athletes to use their grounds for practice. In
the Meet we secured 5 individual 1st places, 3 individual
2nd places, 3 individual 3rd places and 1 relay 2nd place.

Seniors:

A. Ratnasingham won the Senior Championship,
scoring 13 points. He obtained the 1st place in the 100
Yds'. Dash (equalling the All Ceylon Public Schools’ record
of 102 secs.), 1st place in the Long Jump (breaking not only
the Jaffna Schools’ record, but also the All Ceylon Public
Schools’ record) and the 2nd place in Putting thz Shot.

S. Kathirgamathamby, secured the 3rd place in the
Putting the Shot.

Intermediates:

C. Yogaretnam won the Intermediate Championship,
scoring 11 points. He secured the 1st places in the 100
Yds. Dash and Leng Jump and the 3rd place in the
High Jump. : 3y

A. Ramalingam did magnificently well winning
the 1st place in the High Jump.

K. Pathmanathan, won the 2nd place in the 440 Yds.

K. Elangarajah, won the 3rd place in the 440 Yds.

C. Yogaretnam, R. Elangarajah, T Senathirajah
and A, Ramalingam, the Intermediate Relay Team,
won the second place,

Our congratulations to the above athletes on their
excellent performances.

(c) All Ceylon Public Scheols’ Meet

A. Ratnasingam, the North Ceylon Intercollegiate °
Champion, was the only representative from our school
at this Meet. He entered for 100 yardsand the L ong Jump.

He lost his sprint event through very bad luck and secured
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a second place in Long Jump, breaking the existing
record. He cleared 21 feet 1} inches. Our congratula-

tions to Ratnasingham on his splendid achievement.

CRICKET

We played in all 6 intercollegiate matches, won one
and lost five. Towin championship, a cricket team should
have not only ability but also experience and luck. Our
team lacked the two latter qualities. Though we have not
achieved anything worthy of note this year, I feel sure that
we shall give a better account of ourselves next year.
Congratulations to St. Patrick’s College on their cricket
championship,

VOLLEY-BALIL

The Inter-house volley-ball matches weremplayed during
the second term. There was keen enthusiasm and healthy
rivalry among the Houses.  Congratulations to Pasu-
pathy House on their well deserved championship.

Results:
Sabapathy vs, Pasupathy  Pasupathy won 2—1
Nevins vs. Nagalingam Nagalingam won 2—1
Nevins vs Sabapathy Sabapathy won 2—1
Nagalingam vs. Pasupathy  Pasupathy won 2—1
Nevins vs. Pasupathy Pasupathy won 2—1
Nagalingam vs, Sabapathy Sabapathy won 2—0

FOOTBALL

(a) Inter-Collegiate Tournament

Altogether nine colleges entered for the competition.
Inter-collegiate matches attracted a greater and more
enthusiactic crowd this year. It is regret.tﬂ'ble iy note
that each school played only five competition l-natc'hcs‘.,
while there were nine colleges playing for Sy DI

11
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ship. Of the five competition matches we played we
won four and lost one. We were very unfortunate to
lose the championship this year as our team was quite up
to the championship standard. Though we failed, we have
done creditably well, securing the second place. The
team deserves congratulations for its splendid performance,
team-spirit and co-operation. In addition to the five
competition matches we played two other Intercollegiate
matches, one against Manipay Hindu College and the other
against St. Patrick’s College of which we won one and -
lost the other. We also played matches against non-
coll. giate' teams and I take this opportunity to thank
very varmly “all those teams that gave us practice
matches.

Results of the Intercollegiate maiches.

RO Vs S Y €. J. H. C. won 3—2
i i b on STERTE R ol J. C. won 1 nil
kL S O B J. H. C. won 4 nil
PIBCTNe 5. €, J. H. C. won 11 nil
Lak€. vs, S . H, C, J. H. C. won 3—1
Jo B G vs, M, H. C, J. HL C. won 4—3
110 = 0 5 [ R S S. P. C. won 2—1

Our congratulations to St. Patrick’s College on their
well-deserved championship,

(b) Inter-House Football Matches.

By the beginning of the third term a new House was
formed—Casipillai House --in memory of late Mr, Casi-
pillai. The Inter-House Competition was started during the
early part of the third term. All the five Houses keenly

contested for the Championship and Selvadurai House
emerged Champions,

Cong.raltulations to Selvadurai House on their well-
deserved Championship, .
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Results:

Casipillai  beat Nagalingam by 3 goals to nil.
Sabapathy ,,  Pasupathy 51§ A TN
Selvadurai ,, Casipillai Tl S
Nagalingam drew with Pasupathy—1 goal each
Sabapathy w Selvadurat - —1 5, 7,
Nagalingam beat Sabapathy by 3 goals to 2
Pasupathy ,,  Casipillai by 1 goal to nil
Pasupathy w  Selvadurai by 2 goals to nil
Casipillai »  Sabapathy DY 3% St et o
Selvadurai drew with Nagalingam— 1 goal each

Basket Ball.

The College activities were so many that we found
hardly any time to have Inter-House Basket ball com-
petition. From next year Intt‘)r—House'-' Basket bal[
competition will be a regular feature.

P. THIAGARAJAH,
Sports Master.




HOUSE REPORTS,

Selvadurai House

ONCE more a year is coming to a close, and
once more we shall have to wish “Good Bye” to our
members who will leave us. We wish those who leave
us “Godspeed” in their journey through life; and to
those who join us we extend a hearty welcome. In the
various activities of this year we have acquitted ourselves
creditably. We emerged undefeated champions in the
Inter-house Football tournament which was played on the
league system. Our first match with Casippillai House
ended in a victory for us by two goals to one. Our
second match against Sabapathy House was exciting
from start to finish, and ended in a draw. Our third
match against Pasupathy House ended in an easy win,
We defeated them by two goals to nil. Our last match
against Nagalingam House ended in a draw,

In Athletics, though we are third, we are proud to
record that Mas, C, Yogaratﬁam, who was the Inter-
mediate Champion at our Inter-house Sports, becam: the
Inter-collegiate champion too. Out of the 46 pts. scored
at the Inter-collegiate Sports Meet the two members
from our house scored 16 pts., which is the highest contii-
bution made by a single House. Our congratulations to
Mas. C. Yogaratnam and Mas, A, Ramalingam. In
Volleyball we had very bad luck. We lost all our
matches, but we hope for better luck next year,

In conclusion I wish to express my sincerest thanks to
the House Masters and all the other members of Selvaduraj
House for their unstinted co-operation in helping me to
discharge my duties {or the time it has been my privilege

to wear the mant! ieader, I have pro hesita-
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tion in stating that this character of following their
leader without question will one day make them great
leaders, for they know that before one wishes to com-
mand, one must learn to obey., My best wishes go with
them for ever; and may the ‘Red Thread’ of honour
which is our House colour be brighter as years roll on

J. S. KANDIAH,
Hony, Secretary.

— —— — —

Pasupathy House

It is with pride that I begin to pen the report of
Pasupathy House for the year 1938,

\We made ourselves very promising at the beginning
of the year by winning the Volley-Ball Championship.
We had easy victories over our opponents \We expected
to keep up our record in cricket but unfortunately
no House matches in Cricket were played this year,

In Athletics we came a very close second to Sapa-
pathy House. Indeed the championship would have
been ours, had it not been for the fact that some of our
promising athletes were disabled. We shculd like to cor-
oratulate Mas. A. Ratnasingam, the Senior Champion,
Mas. SrishandaRajah, the Junior Champion and Mas, V,
Velauthapillai, on their splendid performances at the
Inter-House Meet. Our congratulations are also due to
our girls who came out an easy first in the House Sports.

In the Jaffna Inter-Collegiate Sports Mecet, the con-
tribution made by Pasupathy towards the points scored
by the College, was high. Mas. A. Ratnasingam showed
his mettle by becoming the Senior Champion and breaking
the Long Jump Record.

In studies too we have been doing well,
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We hope that the members of Pasupathy House
will continue to co-operate and do their best to retain
the reputation which the House has hitherto kept up.

P. THIYAGARAJAH,
Hony. Secretary,

L)

Sabapathy House

I have great pleasure in submitting this report
of the work done this year, :

In our volleyball competition we 1mct with victory
and defeat. Perhaps our only failure was in our match
with Pasupathy, which made us runners-up.

We had no cricket matches. Otherwise we vould
have done well in that too. 3

We won the Athletics Championship this year too.
This year. we had exira work. Each House erected a
pandal. Ours, decorated with ‘blue’, was inviting to all
the visitors. Mahendran, Pancharatnam, and Nadarajah
did creditably well, scoring more points than the others,
Yet all the other competitors too contributed their share
manly. The girls brought us a few points. We hope
they would do better next year.

In Football we made a good start under the captaincy
of A. Ratnasingam by defeating Pasupathy by the com-
fortable margin of 5—2 goals. We were unsuccessful
against Nagalingam House. This made us runners-ups.
Our boys have done well in stulies too Many won
prizes at the last prize function. K. Balasingam, M.
Amirthalingam, S, Kanapathipillai, S, Velluppillai and V.
Sockalingam passed the January Matriculation Exami-
nation.

We extend our hearty congratulations to the runners-
up in Athletics. The centinuons encouragement of our
House Masters brought us success and progress.
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It is the co-operation of the members of the House

that made us shine in our activities, I am certain

that ea(Eh and everyone is determined to contribute some-
thing towards the House and our combined efforts will
always crown us with success, In conclusion I hope
Sabapathy House will do their best in every sphere of
activity and continue to maintain their traditions,

P. THILLAINATHAN,
Hony. Secretary.

Nagalingam House

Nagalingam House has been trying its best to make
a steady progress both in studies and in sports,

In Volley-Ball our team was quite up to the cham-
pionship standard but did not have the luck that was
necessary to win the championship. We scored ‘two
_ points out of a possible six and stood third in the rank-
ing In Athletics we had to Dbe satisfied with the last
place since most of our athletes had left us early in the
year. In the Tug-of-war event we gave a very hard fight
to Sabapathy House, the champions. In the field of Foot-
ball too, we have not been crowned with suctess; yet we
strove hard and gave our opponents a very hard fight.
We started badly—losing to Casipillai House—and this
defeat prevented us from topping the list. In the end we
were placed third, bracketted with Casipi lai House,
scoring four points. Of the four matches played we won
one, drew two and lost onc. In this connection we
are proud to record the fact that we contrit?uted th.ree
players to the college fcotball team. Special mention
must also be made of A. Aruppillai, our football
captain, whose services as insi le-left in the college team

were indeed noteworthy.



90 THE HINDU

In conclusion we thank Mr. C. Sabaratnam, who by
his earnest and untiring efforts did great service to the
welfare of the house. Our thanks are also due to the
other masters of the House who have kept up the spirit
of Nagalingam House,

S. KATHIRGAMATHAMBY,
Hony. Secretary.

Casipillai House

Casipillai House has, since its inception, arrested
the attention of everyone by its tremendous success in
studies as well as in the Football field- In the Inter-
House Football Tournament, our Eleven, under the able
captaincy of Mas. C. Ramanathan, showed excellent
form and combination, and secured splendid success in
the matches against Nagalingam and Pasupathy, and werc
defeated through the illness of some of our players in the
matches against Nevins and Sabapathy. Thus we scored
four points and became third in rank.

Though we contributed in no small measure to the
brilliant success of the College Eleven, by ccmfibuting
to it three of our players C. Ramanathan, A. Dharma-
lingam (the outside-left and the outside-right respectively)
and C. Yogaratnam, (Intermediate Champion in the Inter-
collegiate Athletics) we have still among us some players
in the making, who, we hope, will do their best next year
to win the Inter-House Football Championship and other
much coveted honours,

We cannot record, at present, activities connected
with Volley-ball, Athletics or Cricket because our House
is only a “fresher” this year. The coming year will, of
course, witness more from our Heuse,

We have a melodious songster in ou House, Mas.
O Shamnug;uu who, by his fine art, has iJL!E‘!E".\ITCL]I. the
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hearts of us all. He obtained the first prize for music
in this year’s prizs-giving. Our congratulations.

In conclusion, we must express our sincere thanks
to our House-master, Mr. S. P. Rasiah, whose unceasing
interest in our welfare has already been seen in our
success in Football.  Also we thank Messrs, K. S, Subra-
maniam, K. S. Rajaratnam, T. Ramasamy, and Miss.
K. Charavanamuttu for their hearty co-operation and
support.

P. KATHIRAVELOE,
Hony. Secretary.

12



OLD BOYS’' SECTION.

Old Boys’ Day

The Old Boys’ Day was celebrated with much en-
thusiasm on September 5, 1938. The celebrations began
with pooja at the College shrine at 8-30 a. m. A
Thevaram singing competition among the present boys
followed, and prizes were distributed by Dr. C. Siva-
sithambaram to the successful competitors. A large
number of Old Boys and well-wishers sat for the lunch
given by the College at 12-30 p. m.

GENERAL MEETING

The annual general meeting was held at 2-30 p. m-.
in the College hall. There was a large number of Old Boys
present. Mr. A. Cumaraswamy, thePresident, occupied
the chair. The proceedings commenced with the singing
of Thevaram,

The chairman moved a vote of condolence on the
death of Messrs. Nevins Selvadurai, V. Casipillai, M. S.
Eliatamby, V. W. Thambyayah and T. E. Selvadurai,
which was carried, all present standing.

-The minutes of the last meeting of the Executive
Committee held on the 31st of August 1938 were
read and confirmed.

The minutes of the General Meeting held on the Sth
of April 1936 were read’ and confirmed.

The Secretary’s report and the Treasurer’s statement
of accounts were read and adopted.

An amendment to the Constitution was passed, mak-
ing provision for an Assistant Treasurer.
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OFFICE-BEARERS

The election of Office-bearers then resulted as follows:

President. (Ex-Officio) Mr. A. Cumaraswamy-.

Vice-Presidents: Messrs, C. Coomaraswamy, R,
Sivagurunather, A. Chellappah, S. Adcha-
lingam and Drs. C. Sivasithambaram and
S. Thurayappah.

Secretary: Mr. V. Sivasubramaniyam.

Asst. Secretary: Mr, M. Kathiravelu.

Treasurer: Mr. C. Sabaratnam.

Asst. Treasurer; Mr. K, V. Vaithialingam,

Committee: Messrs. S. Thuraiyappah, K. Siva-
pragasam, T. Muttusamipillai, S. T. M. P.
Sithambaranatha Chettiar, T. Kanapathi-
pillai, V. Kanagaratnam, S. Subramaniam,
S, Patanjali, S. Kanagasabapathy, M. S.
Subramaniam, V. Somasundaram, K. V.
Rasiah, M. M. Sultan, S. Ambikaipakan, V.
Nagalingam, S. P. Rasiah, 5. Ponnappah
and S. Balasubramaniyan.

Auditor: Mr. C. Nadarajapillai.

The President addressed the members present on the
needs of the College, exhorted them to contribute their
mite and help the College to extend the New Playground
and the buildings.

The meeting terminated with the’ singing of
Thevaram.

After a volley-ball match between the Old Boys and
the College, the gathering adjourned to the New Play-
ground where the Principal entertained them to tea at
4-30 p. m.

A football match in which two teams of tl'_le Ol.d
Boys met the College Eleven was then played, ending in
an easy win for the College Eleven.
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At 7-30 p. m, there was an Old Boys’ Dinner, the
first of its kind held in the College, at which about
a hundred sat.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

It is my duty to preface this report with an apology.
I have been compelled to walk with hesitant steps
through the chasm of humiliation and on the treacherous
trails of hope. Permit me to recall to your memory
certain facts. The Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys’
Association was founded on the 9th day of January 1905,
just 15 years after the College was established. Though
founded in 1905, it has never functioned regularly and
continuously. It has never marched with courage and
assurance along the smooth highway of infinite progress
and endless triumph. May I venture to submit that the
main causes for these recurrent failures and continued
neglect are apathy and fatalistic acquiescence of the Old
Boys in general and the failure of the Executive Com-
niittee, the Presidents, who were always Principals of the
College, and the Secretarys, in particalar, to discharge,
except perhaps perfunctorily, the onerous duties entrusted
to them. Let me, here and now, confess that I have
failed hitherto to devote sufficient time and attention to
the affairs of the Association owing to certain @ir-
cumstances beyond my control. May I take this opportu-
nity to appeal to the members to elect only such an one
as 1s possessed of exuberant energy, infective enthusiasm
immense driving power, abounding health, amazing vita-
lity and, aboveall, ample leisure, so that he may pave the
way for celebrating with due splendour and magnificence
the Golden Jubilee of the Jaffna Hindu College.

Although I was unable to discharge all the duties

which a Secretary is expected to attend to, I can neverthe-
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less lay the flattering unction to my soul that I was
able to find time to accompany the Principal,
Messrs Adchalingam, Nagalingam, and Aiyampillai
Udaiyar and enlist the sympathy and support of several
Old Boys resident in the urban area and at Kokuvil,
when the campaign for organising and collecting the Ten
Rupee Fund was inaugurated. Though my share in
“bringing out The Hindu ia 1937 was almost nil it may
yvet be a source of legitimate pride and pleasure to
leave on record this fact that, although that illustrious
personality, who inspired, encouraged and helped me to
usher The Hindu into existence in 1933, passed away in
September 1936 after editing in regular succession the
issues of that magazine during 1933, 1934, 1935 and
1936, the 1937 issue of The Hindu saw the light of day
in February 1937, his great loss notwithstanding.

It is now my melancholy privilege to refer to the un-
timely demise of Mr. M. S. Eliathamby. He was one of
the pioneers and tne prine founder of this Association
and its accredited mouthpiece, nay, God-gifted Organ
Voice of the Hindu College aad the Hindu Community.
He was indeed an unique personality. It is impossible
to fill the aching void left in the ranks of the Old Boys
by the death of this brilliant loyal and self-sacrificing
alumnus. He created imagery out of dust, music out of
memories and eloquence out of dreams. His genius
ripened with the decline of his political z-imbltlons and
fortunes, his magnanimity expanded with discouragement
and his style and diction enriched any cause whether

forlorn or triumphant.

Before some of us had recovered fr0111 the1 shoFk
caused by the premature passing away of Mrr. IEI- b ].Eha--
tamby, came the news of the death .of .Mr.. \ .‘Cas:pplilal,
one of those Titans who founded this 1nstitution and. was
its Manager for the longest and perhaps the most critical
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period of its early struggles for existence. He was called
upon to succeed Mr. Nagalingam in 1897 and retired from
office in 1914 only, and then too because his failing health
necessitated his withdrawal from all public activities of
an exacting nature. It was Mr. Casippillai who was
primarily responsible for the selection and appointment of
Messrs. C. Shiva Rau and B. Sanjiva Rao and the recall
of Mr. N. Selvadurai—the trio who worked very hard
and succeeded in bringing our Alma Mater to the high
position it has held and is still maintaining among the
educational institutions in the North.

Mr. N. Selvadurai who presided over the destinies of
the Jaffna Hindu College for well over 27 years and whose
name would always be inseparably linked with that of
our College, has passed away from the scene of his acti-
vities, full of years and honours. It is hoped that the
College authorities and especially those of the Old Boys
who had the fortune of having sat at his feet would not
be satisfied with the fact that a House has been named
after him, but would devise some better method of com-
memorating the meritorious services rendered by him to
our Alma Mater. It isa pity that the attempt made in
August 1936 to get a life-size portrait of the veteran
Principal executed by an eminent artist of South Ceylon,
while the emeritus Principal was still in the land of the
living, was still-born and nothing further than getting
three gentlemen to subscribe substantial amounts for the
portrait, has been done up-to-date,

Let me in conclusion refer to an event which
should be considered veritably epoch-making in the
annals of the history of the Jaffna Hindu College.
Thanks to the indefatigable energy and enterprise and
irrepressible enthusiasm of Mr. Adchalingam, the dim and
distant vision of a play-ground near the College has
become an accomplished fact. The Managing Committee
IElI‘lC] hI[ A(I\.‘i!l.l!i!ij._‘_';-:_.‘:l have i'i'.\i‘\.' _"E"{t.-i us the initial mo.
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mentum. It is up to us, Old Boys, to contribute liberally
and so extend the playgrounds that the playing fields of
our Alma Mater may beceme a source of pride and the
New Playground a Thing of Beauty.

O. B. A. DINNER

This was the first dinner organised by the Old Boys
and it is perhaps the first Hindu dinner—a vegetarian
dinner—organised in Jaffna, and the organisers should be
congratulated on the great success it proved to be.
As Atigar Naganather observed, it was a surprise that
such a dinner could ever be had so well and so nicely.

Covers were laid for 100.

Mr. A. Cumaraswamy, the Principal, presided, and
had on his right Sir W. Duraiswamy, and on the left Mr.
C. Cumaraswamy, District Judge. The other guests
included Dr. S. Subramaniam, Atigar A. Naganather, Mr.
S. Natesan M. S. C.,, Mr. V. Veerasingam, Principal,
Manipay Hindu College, and Dr. K. Kanagaratnam,
Medical Officer of Schools.

THE ONLY NATIONAL INSTITUTION

After the loyal toasts, Mr. C. Coomaraswamy, In
proposing the toast of the College, referred to it as the
only national institution for the Tamils. It occupied
that day a pre-eminent position among the educational
Institutions in the Island. Referring to his (the speaker's)
student-days at the College he_ said that to them
(students) the greatest living man was the late Mr,
Nevins Selvadural.

Mr. A. Coomaraswamy, the Principal, in responding
to the toast said:

I have great pleasure in responding to the Toa§t 'of
the College proposed so enthusiastically by our District



98 THE HINDU

Judge, Mr. C. Coomaraswamy. The College has
well-nigh completed its 50th year and we shall be
celebrating its Golden Jubilee sometime in 1940,
Perhaps you might expect from the Principal some
account of the present position of the College. Our
College in point of strength stands second in the Penin-
sula, and the place is so congested and crowded that we
cannot accommodate any more unless we increase the
number of our class rooms and the space in which the
College premises now stand.

MOST OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT

We are slowly expanding with the limited means
at our command. The most outstanding achievement
of the College since its inception i3, in my opinion, the
new playground so close to the College. = We must not
rest content with its present extent, as 1t is nof quite
sufficient for our purpose. Its present size should be
trebled, and for it we want money.

We have also made certain alterations in the origi-
nal structure of the building, and the College Physics
Laboratory and Lecture room have been removed from
the Chemistry Laboratory buildings and housed separa tely.
This change has been warmly welcomed both by the stu-
dents and the Science masters. These alterations have
necessitated the construction of a new staff room. On all
these we have spent over Rs. 15,000, and the College
is unable to meet its growing demand without more
provision of class-rooms, and more up-to-date equipment,

The original founders of this institution hoped to
provide Hindu Education for Hindu children, and, as
their accredited trustees it behoves us to take up the
work entrusted by them. We should not refuse admis-
sion to Hindu children who come to us, and hence no
stone should be left unturned to find the means for our
full expansion and necessary equipment,
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And I am certain, that, with a Secretary like Mr. Ad-
vocate Sivasubramaniam, we have before us a period of
heavy work and bright future. 1 should like to express
my warm appreciation of the O. B. A. Dinner which
has helped us to meet together to promote friendly
relations and to show our love and devotion to the Alina
Mater, I thank sincerely Mr. Coomaraswamy for pro-
posing the toast of the College.

TOAST OF THE SISTER COLLEGES

Mr. V. Nagalingam in proposing the toast of the
Sister Colleges said:—

Fortunately for us, in the field of education, unlike in
in that of politics, the relations between sister institutions,
even if they belong to different denominations, have been
perfectly cordial and characterised by mutual goodwill
and understanding. There is no majority nor minority
demand to mar the concord and harmony that have been
the distinguishing feature of our educational institutions.
For they all feel that they are engaged in the same noble
work, animated by the same, ideal and working for the
same object. The object is nothing less than the
moulding of the character of our youth and shaping their
destinies in life. Would that the same spirit of goodwill
and understanding characterised the relations between the
sister communities that inhabit this fair Island! I feel sure
that all our political problems can be solved to the satis-
faction of the communities no less than that of the
country if our politicians and public men seriously tack!e
them in an atmosphere of goodwill and sympathy and in
a spirit of give and take.

You will permit me, gentlemen, to narrow down the
significance of “gister institutions’” to a.ppl}" to those
institutions that belong to the same Qenomlnatlo-n as ours,
They are all—the Hindu institutions of Jaffna—the

13 ,
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daughters of the same parents. We owe it to ourselves
to pay our humble tribute to the memory of those high-
souled patriots who felt the call for and the need of an
educational institution to minister to the needs of the
community and spared no pains and no sacrifices to found
the Jaffna Hindu College which will soon celebrate its
Golden Jubilee. 1 make bold to say that the leading
Hindu institutions in Jaffna are, in a sense, the products of
the Jaffna Hindu College. For, their respective founders
were all imbued with the same ideals and inspired by the
same motive, that is, to make it possible for the Hindu
youth of Jaffna to study in an atmosphere conducive to
their religion. We are happy that either at the helm or
on the staff of our leading sister institutions we have
some of our distinguished old boys. Let me take first
Manipay Hindu College, whose Principali, Mr. Veerasingam,
is one of our distinguished old boys and was for sometime
a teacher on the staff of this College. Mr. Veerasingam will
permit me to observe that as he grows older in age he
seems to grow younger in spirit. There is no movement
calculated to promote the well-being of our youth with
which he has not identified himself. In fact he has suc-
cessfully shaped the destinies of many an educated youth
who has made a mark in life. Apart from being a
distinguished educationist, he is also one of our leading
public men, and has played, is still playing and is
bound to play, a very large part in the public life of
the country.

I come to another institution associated with the
name of perhaps the greatest leader and philanthropist
whose memory will remain green in the hearts of his
countrymen. I refer to Parameshvara College. I am
glad to find Mr. Natesan at the table as one of our guests
this evening. Whatever may be one’s opinion as to Mr.
Natesan’s political views or affiliations, there can be no
two opinions as to his position as a Tamil scholar of
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whom we are all legitimately proud. There is another
institution which has been named after the greatest queen
in English history, I refer to Victoria College, and I am
happy to find Mr. Thambiappah at the table who has
recently assuined the Principalship of the College. I have
known him for long and intimately, and I am sure that,
under his able and inspiring guidance, the College will go
from strength to strength. The last but not the least is
the Vidyalayam bearing the name of that great Saint of
Bellore whose very life bas inspired and ennobled millions
of men and women the world over. I am glad that in
the Headmaster of that institution we have one of our
distinguished old boys who, though young, is enthusiastic
and patriotic enough to inspire his pupils with the ideal of
service and sacrifice. It would be superfluous to commend
this toast in a long speech. I therefore call upon you
gentlemen to drink to the health, success and prosperity
of our sister institutions.

Mr. V. Veerasingam, replying to the toast, said that
the English Schools were supplying a real need and
observed that their object should be the revival of
Saivaism through these schools. He also suggested a co-
ordination of work among these schools which would
lead to better efficiency and tend to make the realisation
of their ideal easy. He said that the nationalism that
was prevalent in the country first emanated from the

Jaffna Hindu College.
TOAST OF THE OLD BOYS

Mr. S. R. Kanaganayagam, Advocate, proposed
the toast of the Old Boys. He suggested tC.l the
College authorities to apuroach more the cultivator
and the trader for any help the College needed than
look only to the professional and moneyed classes.

Mr. S. U. Somasegaram, Acting District Inspector

of s:r.honl;, replying, said that, being a bit of a tra-
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veller, he found Old. Boys of the Jaffnoa Hindu College
in every part of Ceylon and in almost every walk
of life. He assured the College authorities of their
(Old Boys’) wunstinted help whenever the College
was in need.

THE GUESTS

Mr, V. Sivasubramaniam, Advocate, in proposing
the toast of the guests said that the Speaker, Sir
Waithialingam, was one who shed light wherever he
went. No function in Ceylon was complete without
him. They were fortunate in having as Manager of
that Institution a person of this character and purity
of min’. Sir Waithialingam’s arduous duties as
Speaker had not interfered with his position as
Manager. He was one of their own and it was
something they should be proud of. Seated by his
right was that young man of ninety, Atikar Naga-
nather- The secret of Atikar’s youth was probably
due to his consciousness of the fact that he had set
a high standard cf honesty as the Shroff of a lead-
ing bank. Their other guest, Mr. Natesan, was a
harmonious blend of the culture of the * East and
the West. Referring to Mr. C. Coomaraswamy, the speaker
said that he was the best and the truest type of
what a Ceylonese gentleman should be.

SPEAKER'S APPEAL

Sir Waithialingam Duraiswamy, replying, thanked
the old boys for the fine entertainment they had provided
that afternoon. Sir Waithialingam endorsed the appeal
of the Principal for more funds towards the extension of
the College. While appreciating the good work done by
the Old Boys, Sir Waitialingam said that he wanted them
to do more useful service. There was serious work to be
done in other directions too. How much they felt when
they heard such statements as “crime is increasing in
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Jaffoa” and “increase of Jaffna’s death rate”l Jaffna
which was once upon a time a peacefy] land, was ’
most criminal. The old boys and present boys of that
College should see that the fair name of ]affnua was not
brought down. They, the old boys and present boys,
must see that the good name of Jaffna was maintained,

Mr. S. Natesan, speaking next, said that he was a
supernumerary speaker. From that College had emanat-
ed first that stream of light which [ike a rainbow split

itself into various aspects which were repesented by the
sister Hindu Institutions,

now the

Atikar Naganather, speaking in Tamil, expressed his
surprise at the excellence of the dinner. He appealed
to the Old Boys to help their Alma Mater. The College
was in urgent need of funds for extensions to its buildings
and the new playground. Even though he was 99 vears
old now, he was prepared to go about with them to
collect funds for the College. The mother, he added,
could look to none else but her children for help in times
of need.

The students of the College who were present when
speeches were made called for Three Cheers to the
Old Boys, which were lustily given. The Principal
declared the next day a holiday.

It was 10-30 p. m. when the party broke up.



Our Old Boys
NEWS AND NOTES

Dr. M. H. M. Abdul Cader, has been appointed M.
O. H. Anuradhapura.

Mr. S. Adchalingam, has been re-elected Treasurer
of the Boatd of Directors of the Jaffna Hindu College.

Mr. B. Albert Alagaratnam, has been appointed S.
P. C. A. Inspector at Puttalam,

Mr. A. M. A. Azeez, B. A. (Hons.), C. C. S., has been
transferred to Ceclombo, as Administrative Secretary to
the Minister of Health and D. M. and S. S.

Mr. C. Balasingam, has been awarded a
Scholarship on the results of the Advocates’ Preliminary
Examination,

Mr. S. Balasingam, has been transferied to Gam-
pola as Superintendent of Excise.

Mr. V. Canagaratnam, has been appointed Plant
Pest Officer, Jaffna.

Mr. A. Chellappah, has been appointed a Justice
of the Peace.

Mr. V. M, Cumaraswamy, has passed the Advocates’
second Examination. )

Messrs. P. Sathivel, V. Subramaniam, K. Rama-
nathan, V, Kandasamy have passed the London Inter
Science Examination.

Messrs. S. Thiagarajah and H. S. Raghavachar
have been refsrred in Chemistry in the last Inter-
Science Examination.

Mr, S. Jayaveerasingam B. A. (Hons.), has been
transferred to the J. H. C.
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Mr. L. C. Kanagaratnam, has been s

; : ' elected for train-
Ing as a Sanitary Assistant. -

Mr. A. Kanapathipillai, has been transferred
” : to th
P. W. D., Colombo. %

Mr. K. Kandasamy, has passed the B. sc. Exami-
nation of the London University.,

Mr. P. Kandiah, B. A. (Hons.), has been awarded the
Bendall Sanscrit Exhibition on the results of the Cam-
bridge Tripos Examination,

Mr. N. Nadarasa has passed the Advocates’ Inter-
mediate Examination and the Inter L. L. B. Examination.

Dr, V. Nadarajah, has been transferred as M. O. H.
to the Dehiwela-Mt.Lavinia U. D. C. area,

Mr. V. Nadarasa, Assistant Superintendent of
Surveys, has been transferred to Sabrugamuwa Pro-
vince.

Mr. Thambiah Nagendram, has assumed work as

Assistant Analyst for Document Work in the Government
Analyst’s Department.

Mr. V. Paramanathan, has been appointed Chief
Clerk of the Ceylon University College.

Messrs. S. Paramanathan and P. Paramasamy, have
passed the Pre-Medical examination.

Mr. Sinnathamby Nagamuttu Rajadurai has passed
the Advocates’ Final Examination,

Mr. E. Rajaratnam, has been appointed Chief Clerk,
Excise Office, Pt. Pedro.

Mr. S. Rajasingam, Assistant Inspector of Schools,
has been transferred to Jaffna.

Mr. S. Saravanamuttu, has passed the Advocates’
first examination.

Mr. D. J. N. Selvadurai, has been transferred to

Jaffna as Excise Inspector.
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Mr. M. Sinnathamby, has been appolnted Warden of
the Jaffna Hindu College Hostel.

Mr. R. Sivagurunather, Proctor S. C., has b:een re-
elected Secretary of the Board of Directors of the
Jaffna Hindu College.

Mr. T. Sivapiragasapillai B. sc. (Hons); of the
Harbour Engineer’s Department, has becn elected an
A MILC E.

Mr. S. Somasundara Iyer, has been awarded the title
of Muhandram.

Mr. M. Srikanta, B. A., C. C. S., has been transferred
to Puttalam, as O. A. to the Government Agent.

Mr. S. Srinivasan, B. A. (Hons.), hais been appointed
Principal of the Skandavarodhaya College.

Mr. S. V. Subramaniam, has passed the Dala
Pandit Examination.

Mr. V. Sundararajah, has been appointed Assistant
Master at the Jaffna Hindu College.

Mr. S. Thanabalasingam, has passed the Apothe-
caries’ Final examination.

Mr. C. M. Tharmalingam, has won the first Scholar-
ship on the results of the last Proctors’ Intermediate ex-
amination.

Mr. P. Thiagarajah, has been appointed Sports
Superintendent of the Jaffna Hindu College.

Mr. N. A. Vaithialingam B. sc. (Hons.), has
proceeded to England for further studies.

Mr. Veluppillai Venasithamby, has passed the
Proctors’ Examination.



Board of Directors

The Annual General Meeting of the Board of Direct-
ors of the Jaffna Hindu College for the year ended 31-12-
37 was held on the 25th inst., in the College Hall.

The meeting commenced at 3 p. m. with the chan-
ting of Thevaram.

The President Atigar A. Naganather occupied the
Chair.

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held
on 31-1-38 were read and confirmed.

The minutes of the Committee meetings held since
then were taken as read, were approved and ratified.

The house accepted the resignation of Mr. A. Chel-
lappah, J. P., Auditor, and ratified the appointment by
the Committee in his place of Mr. S. P. Kandiah, F. L. S.
A. as from 12-9-38. j ,

The Secretary then read his report and the same was
adopted on the proposal of Maniagar M. Somasundaram
seconded by Mr. V. K. Gnanasundaram, The Managing
Committee was authorised to g0 into the question of
additional buildings to the Hindu College and to take
early action thereon on the basis of the offer mad.e to the
Principal by the Secretary of the Old Boys’ Association.

The Treasurer’s balance sheet for the year ended 31-
12-37 previously circulated among the members was then
discussed along with the Auditor’s report thereon dated
4 li)lsr V. K. Gnanasundaram moved and Muhandiram
S. Kandiah secohded that the Committee be requested to
t:;ke early action to recover the amount due on the
In'summ:f; Policy taken out in the name of Mr. K.

. : . he sub-
A3 diirats in accordance with the resolutions on the

i -evi .tines of the Board—carried.
ject [.)KLSﬁt‘tl by previous meeting

14
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It was resolved to write off the amount of Rs, 278-53
due from Mr. V. T. Sathasivam as irrecoverable.

The Treasurer was requested to adopt the suggestions
made by the Auditor to assess all the movable and im-
movable propetties of the Board and to have them
included in his future accounts,

The Balance sheet was then adopted on the proposal
of Mr, V. K. Gnanasundaram seconded by Maniagar M.
Somasundaram. :

The budgets of the various institutions under. the
Board covering their respective current school years as
scrutinised and approved by the Committee were then
accepted and passed,

The leans on three promissory notes aggregating to
a total sum of Rs. 4000/- carrying interest at 6% raised by
the Managing Committee were approved and sanctioned.

On the proposal of Mr. S. Rajaratnam seconded by
Mudaliyar V. Ponnampalam it was resolved to sanction
the Managing Committee’s raising emergency loans not
exceeding Rs. 5000/- whenever found necessary subject
to the Committee’s obtaining the approval of the Board
at its next succeeding meeting.

Mr. C. Arulampalam proposed and Mr. V. K.
Gnanasundaram seconded that the Committee and res-
ponsible officers of the Board should hereafter see that
by-law No. 7 of the Board should be strictly adhered
to—carried.

The proposal to modify by-law No, 22 was then
discussed and rejected.

Members of Section C. of the Board of Directors
and the Office bearers and Committee members then
retired. On the proposal of Mr. S. Ra jaretnam second-
ed by Muhandiram S. Candiah the retiring members of
Section C, were re-elected.
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OFFICE - BEARERS

The election of Office-bearers was then taken up and
resulted as follows:-

President: Atigar A. Naganather.
Vice-President: Dr. S, Subramaniam.

General Manager of Schools: Hon’ble Sir W. Durai-
swamy.

Secretary: Mr. R. Siva Guru Nather.

Asst. Secretary: Mudaliyar V. Ponnampalam.
Treasurer: Mr, S. Adchalingam,

Auditor:  Mr. S. P. Kandiah, F, L. S. A.

Visitors:  Muhandiram S. Candiah and Mr, C,
Arulampalam. -

Members of the Managing Committee, besides the
Office-bearers: Messrs. S. Rajaretnam, R. R. Nalliah
J. P.,, M. B. E. and P. K. Somasundaram.

The question of Chandrothya Vidyasalai was then
taken up for discussion. The Secretary read to the
House a letter dated 24-12-38 addressed to him by Mr.
K. Kumaravelu on behalf of the Sub-Committee ap-

pointed at the Urumpirai public meeting.

Mudaliyar Ponnampalam explained the situa?ion.
The House decided that the school should be shifted
elsewhere and requested the Committee to a.rrange for a
further extension of the lease till final action was taken

in the matter.

The house authorised the Committee to advance to
. H. C., a sum not exceeding Rs: 2500 for

the Principal, ] to be included in the

the purchase of science materials
budget for 1939.

With a vote of thanks to -the Ch .
of Thevaram the meeting catne to a close,

air and with- the

chanting



In Memoriam

THE LATE
MR. N. SELVADURAI, B.- A, J. P., M. B. E.

IN the person of the late Mr. N. Selvadurai the
Jaffna Hindu College loses its most illustrious Prin-
cipal, and Jaffna, one of its.distinguished public men,
He was the first Principal of the College, and, but
for a break for a few years, held that high' office
continuously till 1926 when he retired through age.
During this long period the history of the Hindu
College was emphatically the history of Mr. Selvadurai.
He was, in fact, its maker, and his strong personality
it was that moulded the College and gave it an indi-
vidual expression. A born teacher, with a most genial
and impressive personality, an eloquent and graceful
speaker, an accomplished scholar with a consummate
knowledge of human nature, he dedicated all his talents
and energy to the service of the College and raised
it from small beginnings to an enviable position among
the secondary schools in the Island. He was in his
day, beyond question, the most impressive figure among
the teachers of Ceylon, His high qualities as a teacher,
his abounding energy, his power to create interest and
inspire love of learning in his pupils, his unerring
insight into the child mind, and, above all, his earnest
and sympathetic nature won for him a measure of
affection and esteem among his students such as have
fallen to the lot of but a few like Dr. Arnold of
Rugby or Sanderson of Oundle.

Besides presiding over the destinies of his College,
he made his own contribution to public life as a political
and social worker. I lentified himself with the politi-
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Mpr. Nevins Selvadurai,

Ounr Late Principal.
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;ilrta?ndt;c:ec}a;ff?:; ‘::;:E.ts of his day’and took an active
lation. He was a zealous tem.
perance wo.rker, and his neighbours found in him a
valuable frlel:ld and adviser. At public meetings he
was a favourite speaker and could keep large audiences
spell-bound by his graceful eloquence.  His life was
exceptionally full, full of honours, of achievement and
earthly blessings. In recognition of his services to the
+cause of Education, Government conferred on him the
titles of J. P. and M, B. E. Till his death he was a
member of the University College Academic Commiftee,
and of the College Council, and President of the Rural
Education Committee. In 1935 the Kayts constituency
returned him as a member of the State Council, where
he made his mark as a legislator. His students amply
demonstrated their loyalty and devotion to him on
several occasions, when the Government conferred the
honours on him ani during the two elections which he
contested.

The death of his wife at the beginning of the second
election campaign and his defeat at the polls must have
affected his health. Outwardly he looked hale and
hearty and gave promise of a further ten years. The
call came all of a sudden on the 28th April 1938. The
great Principal and Tamil leader passed away in his 76th
year, full of honours, mourned by a large family, and
leaving behind him the inspiration of a noble and gentle
life dedicated to the service of his College and the

country.
——te———

THE LATE MR. K. NAMASIVAYAM

We have to record the untimely death of. a
member of the Staff who made no small contribu-
to the efficiency of the College both as teacher

tion - :
The late Mr. K. Namasiva-

and Boarding Master.
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yam was a very successful teacher who never spared
himself in the service of the College. Great as was his
success in the class-room, his chief claim to remembrance
lies in the efficient organisation and healthy tone he was
able to maintain in the boarding life for a number of
years, So unremitting was his attention to boarding
management that his sturdy physical frame could not
stand the strain and ultimately gave way. Ill-health
compelled him to take leave for some months and-
in September 1937, he passed away after a brief
illness. His portrait, which was unveiled by the Prin.
cipal in August last year, hangs in the College Dor-
mitory and bears the lineaments of a man keen
and enthusiastic by nature. He was just about to
enter middle age and, in the normal course of life,
might have lived to eighty. Our deep condolences
to the bereaved family.



IN MEMORIAM

Mr K. Namasivayam:;

Teacher and Boarding Master.
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College Notes

By CorLearax,
Golden Jubilee

In September, 1940, our College will have completed
fifty years of its existence. It is therefore the bappy duty
of teachers, students, old boys and friends of the College
to celebrate its Golden Jubilee in a manner worthy of its
noble founders and expressive of the great debt of grati-
tude the Hindus of this Province owe to this premier
national Institution. Founded at a time when Hindu
parents keenly felt the need for an institution in which
their children could be educated in an atmosphere con-
ducive to their religion, the Hindu College has contri-
buted not a little to the educational progress of Jaffna.
The products of the College are to be found in every
sphere of life, shedding lustre on the country no less
than the community. It is not for us to assess the worth
and work of this Institution. It has steadily grown from
strength to strength until it has come to fill the position
which it occupies today. It urgently needs extensions
and improvements to cope with its steadily increasing
strength and with the progress of the times. The Golden
Jubilee which is fast approaching will be a welcome and
auspicious occasion for the old boys and well-wishers of
the College to demonstrate their love and gratitude in a
manner that is best calculated to consolidate its progress
and commemorate the service and sacrifice of the high-
souled patriots who brought it into being. We would
appeal to the old boys in particular to rise to the great-
ness of the auspicious occasion and rally behind their

alma mater.
* * * b
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In Memoriam

It is our melancholy duty to record the sudden death
of Mr. Nevins Selvadurai, J. P., M. B, E., who was for
many years Principal of this College. He was so long
and so intimately associated with it that one could not
think of him without at the same time thinking of his
unique contribution to the progress of the College. The
fact is even now gratefully remembered how in those
early days of the institution he did not spare himself in
its service and had to labour against mighty odds before
it came to be recognised as a leading secondary school.
Possessed of a magnetic personality anl winning elo-
quence, he proved himself a teacher of singular charm,
radiating sweetness and light. Those who have had the
rare privilege—a host of them there are in and outside
the Island—to read under him will bear witness to this
statement. Though a stickler for discipline he was loved
and revered by his pupils to whom he was the beau ideal
of a teacher. To him perhaps more than to anybody
else does this College owe its present position. He may
well be called the father of Jaffna Hindu Colleg:. That
he died full of years and full of honours, leaving behind a
fragrant memory, is our consolation.

It is also our painful duty to refer to the untimely
death of Mr. K. Namasivayam who was for several years
a teacher on the staff of this Institution., He was. an old
boy and rendered very useful service as teacher and
Boarding Master. He so endeared himself to all his
students that his death was poignantly felt by them.

Qur condolences to the bereaved families.
* * * *

Our Play-ground

A Play-ground in close proximity to the College
had been for many long years its great desideratum.
Thanks to the enthusiastic devotion and labours of’ the
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Dr. S. Subramaniam, J. P.,

Cur Vice=President.
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authorities of the College, the playground is today an
accomplished fact, Even the most sanguine of us never
cherished the hope that the management could obtain
land sufficient for a playground in the neighbour-
hood of the College; for no such lands seemed
available. To us, therefore, the new playground is,
indeed, priceless. It was formally declared open on
the 25th of June, 1938, by the Vice-President of the
Board of Directors, Dr. S. Subramaniam, J. P., amidst
scenes of great enthusiasm, The auspicious occasion
happily coincided with the Annual Inter-House Athletic
Meet. We may mention in this connexion that our
popular Doctor made a handsome contribution of Rs,
1,000 towards the Playground Fund as an earnest of
future benefactions.  Our grateful thanks are due to him
and to other Directors, Old Boys, and friends of the
College who have contributed to it. -
* * * . *

Old Boys Day

The Annual General Meeting of the O.B. A., was
held this year on the 7th of September. The occasion
attracted a large number of our Old Boys from different
parts of the country all of whom beamed with joy and
satisfaction at the happy Re-union.  Apart from the
Business Meeting, which was conducted in a business-like
manner, the Day was enlivened by the Principal’s
“At Home,” sports and games, all of which <.:on.tributecl to
the success of the function. The distinguishing feature
of the day was the dinner organised for t’hc ﬁr§t time by
the Old Boys on a grand scale and in Hindu style,
which was really appreciated by the guests as well as the
hosts. We hope the dinner will be a regul-ar annua]
event, marking the Old Boys' Day. Our hea:-t:ast thanks
to Mr. S. DBalasubrahmanyan, the then Secretary of
the O. B. A

& o # #

15
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Our Prize-Day

Our Annual Prize-Day which came off in the last
week of September was presided over by Prof. R. Marrs,
Principal of the University College. Mrs. Marrs gave
away the prizes. There was an unprecedentedly large and
representative gathering on the occasicn, and the function
proved a great success. In the course of his speech, the
‘President rightly stressed the importance of the study of
Tamil and Sanskrit to our youths aud paid incidentally
a handsome iribute to the character and attainments of
some of our old boys at the University College. His
observations in this respect will continue to inspire
‘“alike our teachers and students to greater efforts in
the future.

We congratulate the prize-winners and console the
others with the thought that success in examinations is

not always an index to success in life.
* * * *

Sports and Games

The Inter-House Athletic Mecet, held on the day of
the formal opening of our playground, was a remarkable
‘suceess. Keen enthusiasm and healthy rivalry among the
masters and pupils of the College prevailed on the
occasion. Our congratulations to Sapapathy House,
Pasupathy House and Selvadurai House on their winning
respectively the championship in Athletics, Volley-ball
and Football.

It is a happy augury for the future of the College in
the field of sports and games that, with our new play-
ground, the College has fared remarkably well in Inter-
Collegiate Sports and games. In the last Inter-Collegiate
Athletic Meet our athletes acquitted themselves bril-
liantly. Retnasingam, the Senior Champion, broke the
All-Ceylon Public Schools’ Record in the Long Jump;
and Yogaretnam easily won the Intermcdiate Champion-
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ship. We are happy thit our Colleze secured the second
place in the Meet. Our boys should make every endea-
vour to secure for the College the first place in Inter-
Collegiatc Sports and Games without resting on their
laurels.

In Inter-Collegiate Football, though our team failed
to win the championship this season, it is, however, a

matter of gratification that we easily secured the second
place.

Our heartiest congratulations to our champion ath-
letes, Retnasingam and Ycgaretnam; and to our Foot-
ball Eleven.

* * * *

Changes on the Stiff

Messrs. A. Somasundaram B. Sc., who had bezn for
several years our Mathematics Master, doing efficient and
successful work, and G. S. Mack, the Sports Master and
Librarian, left us during the year to join the Staffs of
other institutions with a view to advancing their prospects
in life. Our best wishes to them.

We welcome to our Staff Messrs. A« Saravanamuttu,
C. Sundararajah, C. Shanmuganathan, P. Thiagarajah
and the Boarding Master M. Sinnathamby and Misses Y.
Kanagasabai, N. Singaravelu and A. Poulier, all of whom
are doing their duties to the satisfaction of everybody
concerned. We welcome also Mr. S. Jeyaveerasingham
B. A. (Hons.), who will join us at the beginning of the

next term.
* ¥ * *

Boarding House

The strength of our Boarding House today is 125,
which is more than can be sonveniently accommodated in
it. Tt is time the authorities of the College seriously con-
sidered the question of finding more accommodation in



118 THE HINDU

view of the growing demand, In a College like ours,
which is not purely residential, the boarders could set
an example to the day scholars in the matter of orderly
habits, disciplined behaviour and regulated studies. We
are glad to say that our boarders have acquitted them-
selves creditably in studies no less than in sports,

Thanks to the energy and enthusiasm of our Board-
ing Master, the Boarding House continues to maintain
a high standard of efficiency.

* ¥* * *

“The Young Hindu”

It is now nearly a year and a half sinc> The Young
Hindu—the organ of the Senior Lyceum—first appeared
in print. Itis a fortnightly paper edited and managed
entirely by the boys to serve as a medium through
which to express their news and views. We are glad that
The Young Hindu has come to stay, having already caught
the imagination of our students. The enthusiastic
editors and other regular contributors to it seem to have
a flair for journaljsm.

We welcome The Young Hindu as an effective
instrument in the education of our students, and wish
it godspeed in its useful career.

* * * *

Examination Results

Our results in public examinations were satisfactory
except in the . S. C. examination, which we, in common
with other secondary schools, found disappointing. In
the London Matriculation examination of January, 1938,19
boys succeeded, two of whom passed in the First Division,
In the June examination we obtained 13 passes, and in the
Inter-Science examination of 1938 one of cur students
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was successful. That our examination results in
will be still better, is our confident hope.
* * * *
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Editorial Notes

An Appeal to the Hindu- Public

For well nigh fifty years the Jaffna Hindu College
has made a contribution to the cause of Hindu education
and culture of which it may well be proud. It has sent
into the world men of character, imbued with the spirit
of service and religion, who have played their part nobly
in the public life; the professions and the Government
services. The founders of the College and the successive
Board of Directors all worked with a spirit of service and
with no ulterior motives. It is the o Jost and the
greatest of the educational institutions for the Hindus of
Ceylon. It has had one aim steadily in view all these
years, training the mind and character of the youth that
enter its porta’s in the ideals of Hinduism. Under the
able management of its Principals it has grown from
strength to strength with the result that in point of
efficiency, staff, examination results and strength it may

compare favourably with the best Colleges in the Island.
* * * *

To cope with the increasing demands made by the
accession of numbers, it lacks adequate equipment and
accommodation, As the Principal has reported to the
Board of Directors, immediate extensions to the class
rooms, playground and dormitory are a crying nezd and
cannot be delayed without prejudice to the College
efficiency. It is for the Hindu Public and the Old Boys
to realise their duty by the College and nobly respond to
the appeal made by the Board of Directors by subscribing
liberally to the funds of the College so as to enable it to
fulfil its mission. It a regrettable fact that many Hindus,
even among the educated section, have yet to realise the
importance, both to their own children and to the cause
of Hinduism, of sending their children to Hindu Schools,
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While Christian parents make it a point to send thejr
children to schocls of their own denomination, a good
many Hindus show indifference on this point. We make
an earnest appeal to the public to show their appreciation
of the College in a practical manner and subscribe
liberally to the funds.

* * * %

The Golden Jubilee of the College comes off some-
time in 1940. We mean to celebrate the event be-
comingly and with great eclat to bring home to the Hindu
Public its significance and the great possibilities opening
before the College. We appeal to the Hindu Public and
the Old Boys to evince their enthusiastic appreciation by
gathering in large numbers during the Celebrations, taking
active part in them, and, above all, by their contributions
in money so that we may signalise the event in some
suitable practical manner. '



FOR BOOKS AND STATIONERY

OF EVERY DESCRIPTION
GO TO

SANMUGANATHAN BOOK DEPOT

THE OLDEST (ESTABLISHED 1906)

THE MOST REPUTED AND THE MOST RELIABLE
FIRM IN THE NORTH,

~ PROMPT ATTENTION
CORDIAL BUSINESS TRANSACTION

NO ORDER TOO SMALL —
— NO ORDER TOO GREAT

Sole Distributing Agents for the Publications of

THE COLOMBO APOTHECARIES Co., LTD.
PATRONISE US, AND PROVE FOR YOURSELF,

e — e — - —

SRI SANMUGANATHAN PRESS

UNDERTAKES

PRINTING WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION:

LET US DO YOUR PRINTING
YOU WILL THEN BE CONVINCED.

R e
S. S SANMUGANATHAN & Sons.,
SANMUGANATHAN BOOK DEPOT,
VANNARPONNAI, JAFFNA.



ABDULLA & Co.

( ESTABLISHED 1918)

General Merchants & A gents

O ;m=EZ2EQP

B.S.A. ROADSTER RICYCLE s

B. S. A, ALBATROSS, ORIOLE, AND DE - LUXE,
SUPER AND POPULAR MODELS OF
HERCULES BICYCEES.

_ WIDE VARIETY OF
—» ELECTRICAL GOODS,

GRAMOPHONES AND
RECORDS, SWISS-MADE WATCHES AND
CLOCKS, PARKER PENS, AND FANCY GOODS.

STOCKISTS OF:

DAIMON PRODUCTS, OPTICAL FRAMES
OF VARIOUS DESIGNS AND CROOKES LENSES
SUITABLE FOR YOUNG AND AGED.

Prescriptions will be carefully supplied,
10



PHOTOGRAPHIC GOODS

CAMERAS, ROLL FLIMS,
PLATES Etc., Etc.

ALWAYS IN STOCK
IN OUR ESTABLISHMENTS

AT

MAIN STREET, JAFFNA
FROM TO-DAY LET

LILLY STUDIO

_ E
YOUR PHOTOGRAPHERS

——ARAAA

SOLE DEALERS FOR

KODAK AND AGFA GOODS

FOR JAFFNA DISTRICT.



JAFFNA
CO-OPERATIVE STORES Ltd.

(ESTABLISHED IN 191 8).

AUTHORISED CAPITAL ... Rs.. 100,000
(1000 Shares of Rs. 100/- each)

RESERVE FUND vos ... Rs. 23,237.39
DIVIDENDS PAID ... Rs. 80,000.00

Help Swadeshi Enterprise by Investing Your
Savings in Buying a Share here. and
Support National Undertakings,

RICE, PROVISIONS Etc., SUPPLIED AT
MODERATE FIXED PRICES.

HANDPOUNDED COUNTRY RICE
COULD BE HAD AT ALL TIMES,

DISTRIBUTORS OF ELEPHANT BRAND,
SPORTSMAN CIGARETTES, LIPTON'S TEAS Ete,

WITIPLILITERTID nEBur aDuwirLiryd  risio
CUEHIT Q6T G«
(1918-ib ' oysin® BT B 10T 3;1).l

9 SlsrrnCupp apas G eHuT 100,000
100 ¢rur 9@ s wrar uBwsar 1000
- Cewdl & 23,237.39

QlFeor nalmasE s @ QErQuULL. evruw 80,000.00
B'OLGSHETTE Hevavauaifeh HL_ S SiiELh
afwrury B%owb @ gGareGp,
2B &omr .t D g & n 58 a0 &iran @ FBI& & 5o L1
& 61 55 o BIEo .r'ﬁa'f_'_@éfsg &ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@&ujulﬁnﬁsﬁ.

& grwrsrssr 8gncororer of o @ GlanL & @
. . -5 . : 2 3 -y :'...'.0 . . .
WE5G S g sal QI @ uaror veri HAF ereirG ST SavL b,

»

A |



THE
MALAYAN TRADING COMPANY
HARDWARE & BRASSWARE MERCHANTS
GRAND BAZAAR, JAFFNA.

@iﬁ'l’&ﬁé!,lf’ Q&ErioGrLiaT
Quiflwimen .56 HH

w-ﬂgpﬁunmm,

N. g Fdmsn & sulGuet,
Quilusan_ 0 gh, wripliurs .

sy L mEOHEG Garevig ws
(AP HGV S FLOTGT  FIFLOTG HET
@uBalav, Gmiwafl, miuTesr, Ld%&
1 GeSialL Rigat e Caunnii’ e 258 Taurgipson
0wy amader, QHULLF FTLOTTEET,
euiewmrdet, autiewmbev, Garepdd  OGF6T,
- @ g &g g8 pEiu FE@ mrwn*sbras,\_)w
orQurgp s dpulam @ s GwrsrullmeE sy pe.
9L Cauloalripgl e ef b Gurdggrev
Fanulph Gaenafwdipd Sev_sLo.
Head Office:
38, 3rP (CROSS STREET, Telephone No. 30.
COLOMBO.



THE PIONEER SPORTS Co.,

AT LAST
CRICKETERS' DREAMS COME TRUE
WE HAVE IN STOCK
ONE PIECE CRICKET MATTINGS

STITCHLESS LEATHER BOUND
A GREAT ASSET FOR CRICKET
WHATEVER BE YOUR GAME

PIONEER IS THE ONLY NAME.

The most Famous & Original Manufacturers
of Sports Goods in the East.

Book your orders to ensure entire satisfaction.

Latest Sports Novelties of all Walks of Llfe
Cheapest Sports House.

JUST A VISIT AT
PIONEER SPORTS Co.,

COLOMBO & JAFFNA.

K. ARUMUGAMPILLA! & Son.

GEM AND JEWEL MERCHANTS
VANNARPONNAI JAFFNA.

SOLE AGENTS:
BELGIAN DIAMOND EXPORTERS,
Antwerp, London.

WHOLESALE & RETAIL DEALERS IN:

Pearls, Rubies, Emeralds, Ceylon Gems, Extra-
Dalso, Diamonds, Brilliants, Rangoon Kamalams
and all kinds of Imitatiomw Stomes.

JEWELS MADE TO ORDER AT SHORT NOTICE,
PROJMPT ATTENTION TO ALL ORDERS & RIPAIRS.

K. A. KANAGASABAI
PROPRIETOR,



A VISIT TO OUR
STORES

OF THE
EXCELLENT
QUALITY
AND THE
COMPA-

RATIVELY

CHEAP

PRICE

WE

OFFER
TO OUR

CuUs-

TOMERS
BENARES,
BENGA-
LORE,

Fotog 2N KUMBA-
. <X KONAM,

AND INDIAN SAREES LATEST DESIGN Etc, Etc
AT CHEAPEST RATES.

PIECE GOODS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION
ALWAYS IN STOCK,

Grand Bazaar, Jaffna.

§

{

A Y "HIVES

Al i ————————






F RRCHIVES j









s?-"i" 14

o :

“'-:f'r, L e
Pt b




ARCH]VES

University of Jaffha

I

Abrary






Ty LA - . : = oo ka ! . : .

YT AT LAY ke B SR Yoy e o e Ve £ 7 W
1 o - S TAN N AR & AR oA NT Rl ¥ 4 K
S SRR N &3 . S e Sy ey _ S, / 0o

AR il
Yo .__f.wr.“..ww_ [t
. uow.h W

iy

RS
i) .

e

y
FaEL

Nk
NN
L4

DR
..q/




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)
	1 (29)
	1 (30)
	1 (31)
	1 (32)
	1 (33)
	1 (34)
	1 (35)
	1 (36)
	1 (37)
	1 (38)
	1 (39)
	1 (40)
	1 (41)
	1 (42)
	1 (43)
	1 (44)
	1 (45)
	1 (46)
	1 (47)
	1 (48)
	1 (49)
	1 (50)
	1 (51)
	1 (52)
	1 (53)
	1 (54)
	1 (55)
	1 (56)
	1 (57)
	1 (58)
	1 (59)
	1 (60)
	1 (61)
	1 (62)
	1 (63)
	1 (64)
	1 (65)
	1 (66)
	1 (67)
	1 (68)
	1 (69)
	1 (70)
	1 (71)
	1 (72)
	1 (73)
	1 (74)
	1 (75)
	1 (76)
	1 (77)
	1 (78)
	1 (79)
	1 (80)
	1 (81)
	1 (82)
	1 (83)
	1 (84)
	1 (85)
	1 (86)
	1 (87)
	1 (88)
	1 (89)
	1 (90)
	1 (91)
	1 (92)
	1 (93)
	1 (94)
	1 (95)
	1 (96)
	1 (97)
	1 (98)
	1 (99)
	1 (100)
	1 (101)
	1 (102)
	1 (103)
	1 (104)
	1 (105)
	1 (106)
	1 (107)
	1 (108)
	1 (109)
	1 (110)
	1 (111)
	1 (112)
	1 (113)
	1 (114)
	1 (115)
	1 (116)
	1 (117)
	1 (118)
	1 (119)
	1 (120)
	1 (121)
	1 (122)
	1 (123)
	1 (124)
	1 (125)
	1 (126)
	1 (127)
	1 (128)
	1 (129)
	1 (130)
	1 (131)
	1 (132)
	1 (133)
	1 (134)
	1 (135)
	1 (136)
	1 (137)
	1 (138)
	1 (139)
	1 (140)
	1 (141)
	1 (142)
	1 (143)
	1 (144)
	1 (145)
	1 (146)
	1 (147)
	1 (148)
	1 (149)
	1 (150)
	1 (151)
	1 (152)
	1 (153)
	1 (154)
	1 (155)
	1 (156)
	1 (157)
	1 (158)
	1 (159)
	1 (160)
	1 (161)
	1 (162)
	1 (163)
	1 (164)
	1 (165)
	1 (166)

