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Yogar Swamy in his book “Nat-Sinthanaikal”
has given us a vivid picture of how he met his Guru
Chellappaswamy.

It was the day of the Car festival at Nallur
Kandasamy Temple. Chellappaswamy surrounded by
a large number of his devotees was there. As soon as
Yogar Swamy saw him he lost himself in piety.
Chellappaswamy remarked: “I am eagerly awaiting
you” Then the Guru placed his right hand on Yogar
swamy and said:- “Do nothing, Everything has been
accomplished long ago. It is wholly true. There is no
evil,” These words charged with deep wisdom
appealed to Yogar Swamy. The writer recalls the first
meeting of Narendranath Dutt (Later Swamy
Vivekananda) and Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, which
produced a great change in the former’s life.

Chellappa Swamy’s Guru was Kadaiyit Swamy.
V. Ramanathan of Vannarpannai who was the first
Editor of Thinakaran and a poet in Tamil, has sung a
few verses on Kadaiyit Swamy. There is a Hindu
Temple now raised over the “Kadaiyit Swamy”
Samadhi at Neeraviady, Vannarpannai.

The Guru and the Disciple - Chellappah Swamy and
Yogar Swamy

Chellappa Swamy used to take Yogar Swamy
along with him and put him to many tests. He would
allow Yogar Swamy to fast. He would give him a cent
or two and ask him to get food. They would both
sometimes set out to go to Keerimalai and after
proceeding to the Bo tree say “How we have bathed!”
and return without bathing. Chellappa Swamy would
shout to him to come from a distance.

Once both Chellappa Swamy and Yogar Swamy
stood before a shop of a Chettayar. They were there
till the Kanakka Pillai (accounts clerk) finished his
accounts. Afterthis, he (the Kanakka Pillai) came and
gave them each a cent. After taking the cent and raising
it in veneration to the eye Yogar Swamy asked
Chellappa Swamy, “Should a cent be earned after all
this tribulation?” Chellappa Swamy rejoiced:- “Don’t
you remember what Auvaiyar had said, “One must
toil for one’s food.” The Divine Father has something
anyway.”

Yogar Swamy heard that Chellappa Swamy was
ill and went to see him. The Guru spoke to him:- “Have
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you also come like others? Go and look inside.”
(meditate)

One day Yogar Swamy was visited by a large
number of people so that there was hardly anu space
to sit in his cottage. He said to a group “Go and find
the shade of a tree.” There was an old margosa tree
near his cot which afforded shelter from heat and rain.

While trave |ing together one day, Chellappa
Swamy spoke to Yogar Swamy (pointing to a place):-
“Be true; I shall leave,” and left. Yogar Swamy was
seated as the Guru had told him to do so. Chellappa
Swamy came there after several days and found him
seated in the place he asked himto sit and was amazed.
Chellappa Swamy never allowed anybody to come
and worship him. '

One day in 1922 Yogar Swamy went to
Sinnakkaddai from Columbutturai. Pandit K. K.
Nadarajah was with him (this incident is mentioned in
his biography of Yogar Swamy). At Sinnakkaddai (the
Small Bazaar) in Jaffna, Yogar Swamy attempted to
buy some vegetables. He desisted from going to the
vegetable sellers who knew him and who showed signs
of veneration to him. He would go to ‘bargin’ with
those who did not know and ask one fourth of the
price the vegetable seller offered. A woman vegetable
seller was so angry that she asked Yogar:- “Have you
ever bought vegetables before?” Probably Yogar
Swamy enjoyed this repartee.

It seems Chellappa Swamy once gave a piece
of advice to Yogar Swamy:- “Do not allow people to
worship you. If you do so, the Jaffna man will tread on
yourhead,” The Yogar had himself expressed this view.

Chellappa Swamy and Yogar Swamy
sometimes used to cook food. But after they finished
cooking, they broke the pots and pans and went away
without eating.

The Vidane or Head man of Columbutturai
Thirugananasambanthar, Thuraiyappa and
Yoganathan (Yogar Swamy) used to go to Nallur
Kandaswamy temple - sometimes on foot - and
sometimes they went in a places of worship together,
particularly bullock cart.

Chellappa Swamy and Yogar Swamy could
bring pouring rain at will. At Nallur, during one of the
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festival days; Yogar Swamy, forgetting the presence
of Chellappa Swamy, said:- “Today the Nallur Kantan
statue will get wet.” Chellappa Swamy turned round
and said “Many have said like that.” When the statue
turned to the northemn junction of the outer-street there
was a big down pour and the statue did get wet.

Both Chellappa Swamy and Yogar Swamy
would pay visits to Panri Thalaichchi Amman Kovil (a
Kannagi Kovil) every year on the first Monday in the
month of “Panguni” (before the New Year — Chittirai).
This is 12 miles from Nallur.

Another Swamy - Kathiravelu - was a disciple
of Chellappa Swamy, Yogar Swamy and Kathirvelu
Swamy would be seated near the steps of the Car of
the Nallur Kandaswamy Temple and be deeply
immersed in meditation. Chellappa Swamy saw to it
that these two were given tea and food to eat from a
near by tea-boutique through another disciple of his.
Chellappa Swamy admired Yogar Swamy and
Kathiravelu Swamy in their meditation.

Yogar Swamy wanted to possess the begging
bowl of Chellappa Swamy. But Chellappa Swamy threw
it down and broke it saying:- “Should you be attached
to this?” Both went together towards the east, and
after sometime they parted. Yogar Swamy went to
Kataragama on foot and it was only after four years
that he returned to Jatfna.

Soon after Yogar Swamy disappeared from
Taftna; his relatives went and inquired where he was.
Chellappa Swamy said “He is dead” “Avan Settan”.
His relations believed this to be a fact and did all the
ceremonies of post-cremation. When Yogar Swamy
returned from Kataragama, his relatives went and
remonstrated with Chellappa Swamy asking why he
had told lies. Chellappa Swamy replied:- “We are not
in the habit of telling lies. We told nothing but the
truth. He is ‘dead’.” They thought that Chellappa
Swamy’s madness had reached the Nth stage and
returned home. That is why the world called him:-
“Chellappa the mad”.

There was a cot established at Columbuthurai
for Yogar Swamy in the land belonging to
Thirunavukkarasu. It became a holy heritage. In the
place that Chellappa Swamy was bound by Nanniyar,
Yogar Swamy, who bound him in his heart, came to
stay.

Devotees come from far and near like bees after
honey. Saivites, Christians of all sects, and other
religionists, men of all races went to see Yogar Swamy.
In the next section we shall give some aspects of the
personality of Yogar Swamy. °
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SWISS TAMILS LOOK TO PRESERVE THEIR CULTURE

Tamils first came to Switzerland in the
1980’s as refugees fleeing from civil war in Sri
Lanka and now make up a sizeable community
in the country. Although they encountered
prejudices at first, Tamils are now regarded as
having adapted well to their new home. But they
are still not fully integrated. In 1983 the conflict
escalated and many Tamil fled abroad to Europe
and North America. An estimated 35,000 Tamils
now live in Switzerland, of which ten percent are
naturalized Swiss. He ex-pat community is now
one of the largest after those in Canada,
Germany and Britain.

However, the arrival of Tamils in the mid —
1980’s was not without consequences. The
authorities were forced to set up a special
refugee authority in 1986 to cope with the
unprecedented deluge of Tamil asylum seekers.
Prejudice and xenophobia were also common
place.

“The reception was very harsh, very
aggressive, and for us it was also the frist time
we had been to Europe and experienced the cold
snow," said Anton Ponrajah, the head of the
Swiss Federation of Tamil Associations.

TWO DECADES AFTER THE FIRST
REFUGEES ARRIVED, INTEGRATION
IS AN ONGOING PROCESS

“For both side it was a difficult situation.”

He said that some Swiss distrusted the
Tamils motives at first.

“In earlier times, when we were in the
asylum centres, people thought we were taking
their tax money... but later on the government
allowed the refugees to work in Switzerland and
this tendency changed,” he told swissinfo.

The Tamil population have built up a
reputation as good workers, particularly in the
hotel and catering industry, which has helped
integration. The community is also well
organized. In some cities there are regular
showings of Tamil-language ° films. Tamil
newspapers are freely available and there are
now more than 20 Hindu-the main Tamil religion —

temples and a string of grocery shops across the
country.

But appearances can be deceptive, warn
Damaris Luthi, an ethnologist at Bern University,
who has just published a study on Tamil
integration in Switzerland. Luthi says that from a
structural point of view, Tamils are well
integrated. They know how to negotiate the
education and health systems and _the
workplace.

But she says socially and culturally it's a
different story. Contact tends to take place within
the community and Sri Lankan values are still
valid, especially for the first generation. “The
confrontation (between their values and those of)
Switzerland and the West in general is still
difficult,” Luthi told swissinfo.

“Eventhose who have lived in Switzerland
for 20 years, alcohol consumption, divorce and
sex outside marriage, for example, are still very
stigmatised and considered to be immoral.” The
second generation is better integrated but many
still subcribe to the old ways, even if they have
no intention or returning to Sri Lanka, says Luthi.

This can be seen in attitudes towards
marriage. Most weddings still take place between
people in the same social caste — despite moves
in Sri Lanka to outlaw the caste system. “If two
young people from different castes get married,
they are often isolated,” Luthi explained. “And
even when love marriages are spoken of, they
are normally between the same caste.”

Unions between Tamils and Swiss are
very rare. At the end of 2004, of the 18,000
people of Sri Lanka origin who married in that
year, only 521 wed a Swiss.

“These types of marriages are not well
accepted,” Luthi, citing several examples of
when Tamil families have cut ties with their
children for marrying outside the community. For
Ponrajah, integration is still an ongoing process.
“It's not a tablet that you can swallow and it will
work — it will take time to understand each other.
This is the basic thing for integration.”

Swissinfo/Swiss Radio International (SRI) is
an enterprise of the Swiss Broadcasting
Corporation (SBC) °
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MAHAKUMBABISEGAM - Battu Caves

By E. Parameswaran

At the holy Batu Caves Temple situated
12 Km north of Malaysian capital some 50,000
devotees throng the congested road to the
ancient limestone temple, to witness the Uthama
Patchcha (grand consecration) ceremony at the
Sri Subramaniar Swamy Temple on 13"
November Sunday. :

It was the first time in Malaysia such a
ceremecny was performed and the third time it
has been performed in the world.

Devotees had arrived as early as 5 a.m. to
witness the Yaha Salai Pooja. The highlight of the
ceremony was the Maha Kumbabisegam prayers
for Sri Ganeshar, Sri Velayuthar, Sri Meenakshi
Sundareswarar, Sri valli Deivanai Murugan and
Sri Saneeswarar temples within the Subramaniar
temple complex in Batu Caves. Seventy four
priests inciuding those from India, Bangkok, the
United States, London and Singapore, 10 hymn
singers, 18 musicians and devotional singers
took part in the auspicious ceremony.

The entire temple complex in Batu Caves
had been extensively renovated recently.

A giant TV screen was places at foot of
the steps for those who were unable to climb up
to the temple.

Stalls were set up, selling traditional
Indian sweets, clothes and other items. There
were also fascinated tourists among the crowd.

Free vegetarian meal and refreshment
were offered to the devotees at the temple
ground. Q
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WHIZZ KIDT. RISHIVARMA

age of three.

Four year old T. Rishivarma is able to recite more than 30
verses from the holy THIRUKKURAL and cheerfully recites them.

The boy has yet to learn how to read and write makes this
achievement even more astounding.

He memorise the verses just listening as his mother reads
them to him. Rishivarma is also able to recite proverbs and answer
general knowledge questions.

Mother K. Kamachee, a primary school teacher in Johor
Bharu started teaching her son verses from the Thirukkural at the

On Sept. 19" Kamachee and her husband S. Thamilselvan

were stunned to receive a letter from India President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam addressed to her son. Abdul Kalam is also a Tamil literature
scholar apart from being the country’s top scientist had sent a hand
written letter of appreciation to Rishivarma advising the boy to study
hard and be successful in life. '
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Eelam shop (London)
Tel  : 0044 208 690 6545
Mobile : 0044 795 646 0392

Fax  : 0044 208 690 1666
E-mail : info@hotelwestreen.com
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HOTEL WESTREEN (Pot.) Lid.

SEA SIDE HOTEL

For further information contact

6886688866 86888688886888

35, Frankfurt Place, Bambalapitiya
Colombo - 4, Sri Lanka

Tel : + 9411 2507161-3

+ 9411 4518485
Fax + 9411 4518481
Web : www.hotelwestreen.com
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GLoBAL [EXCHANGE

Money Transfers To Sri Lanka
Send Now Collect Within 24 Hours

Via Commercial bank branches Why not try us
islandwide | Global Exchange Litd
Part of S.V.M Group
Of Companies
More than 60 years in

No bank a/c needed, collect business

your cash with ID & PIN No. Pioneers of worldwide
money transfer

We also offer instant cash
service worldwide

No remittance charges over
£125 to Sri Lanka

No handling charges or hidden
charges in Sri Lanka Do yourselfa
favour by sending

money through this

most trusted
Excellent Rates, | reliable and

Excellent Service | efficient way

We credit to all banks in
Sri Lanka

Tel: 020 8902 3366
Fax: 020 8902 9922

Global Exchange Ltd lobal Exchange Ltd
54 Ealing Road, 1081, Garrat Lane, Tooting
Wembley, London SW17 OLN
Middlesex HA0 4TQ 020 8696 1022
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