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SOME ASPECTS OF

THE HISTORICAL

TRADITIONS OF INDIA WITH
SPECIAL REFERENCE TO TAMILNAD

—

It is often said “the In-
dians bad no historical
sense, they were more in-
terested - in religion and
philosophy than in any
thing mundane”. Most
of the Kuropean scholars
in the 19th and esrly|
twentieth ' centuries held
this view. As far back as
the 11th century A. D.
Alberuni had expreseed a
gimilar view. But the
scholars who are very fa-|
miliar with the Indian
historigal traditions as re-
fleoted in literature and
epigraphy have refuted
this idea.?

Many scholars point out
that it is in Kashmir that
one can look for the exis-|
tence of a historical tradi-|
tion till the 14th century|
A. D. They seem to over- |
look the existence of his-
torioal traditions, in some
form or other, in the
other parts of the lndian|
Subcontinent. Kalhana |
the poet - historian of’
Kashmir and the author
of the Kashmir Chronicle
the Rajatarapgiol Jived in

the 12th century A D.
The claim for a greater
historical sense for Kagh-
mir is msinly based on
the Rajatarangini There
i8 no doubt that Kalhana
had a historiea]l sense
which perkaps. nome of
his predecessors had. Ha
used various sources in-
clading insoriptions to
write the early history of
Kashmir. Regarding the
qualifications of a his-
torian he &#Bays, ‘He
alone is praiseworthy who

‘narrates the past without

degire or hatred like a
judge” 2 Such an outlook
in writing the past is
worthy of mnote, Thers
cannot be a better impar-
tiality than that of a
judge. But one has to be
very cautious in evalua-
ting Rajatarangini as a
higtorical document, singe
the author was a poet
bent on writing in the
Kavya style. In gpite of
ocriain defectzs in the
Rajatarangini as a his.
torical source, it may be
taken to symbolize the
highwater mark of historj-
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0al sonse the ancient
Irdians had. Professor R.
C. Msjumdar,3 Professor
A.L Basham* and many
other eminent historians of
India have avalysed the
historical value of the
Rajatarangini,

There are certain refer-
ences in the Ancient
Tamil Classios” which
were written long before
Kalhana and which indi-
cate & somewhat similar
historical sense. Marutan
llanhaakan a poet of the
Sangam Age eays “I will
rather tell the truth and
not lie just to eke out an
" existence.’®  Again the
famous Kaniyan Puung-
~ kuotanaar says, “We
neither praise the great
nor the least despise the
downtrodden.” ¢ Thiru-
valluvar the philesopher.
poet of the Tamils eays.”

“Whatever thing, of
whatever kind it be

“Tis wisdom’s part in
each the very thing
to see’”

“Though things diverse
frora diverse sages’lips
we learn,

“Tis wiedom’s part in
each the true thing
to discern’’,

Further, Munaippatiyasy
a later poet says “It ig
the pature of the wise to
discern the truth in any-
thing without hatred or
desire-”’® Theee items gan-
not be set aside as mers
poetic imaginations. They
might have hed at least
gome relevance to life. It
must be borne in mind
that these are found in

the literary works of ge-

cular nature. It is doubt-.
ful, as to whether any of
these scholars who praiee
Kalhana are awsare of
these and similar referen-
ces in early Tami! litera-
tare,

Prof, A. .. Basbam is
of the opinion that since
Kashmir is a well-defined
region and that people
with  greater historical
sense like the Buddhists
and the Muslims bad pro-
found ivfluence or oobn-
taots in that region, it de-
veloped a better histori-
cal sense than the rest of
India.® The learned pro-

(fessor’s views are applica-

ble to some other parts of
Pre-Muslim India alsos
Further,  Rsjatarangipi
was composed (1148-9)

long before Islam had b.e-
eome a domipant foroe 10
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that region, It has to be
noted that Kalhana was
an orthodox Bramin. The
anocient Hindas didn’t lack
the historical sense, as is
assumed by eoms scho-
lars, But their ideas of
history, at times, varied.
Apart from Kashmir, cer-
tain other parts of India
with well - defined fron-
tiers could also beast of
local historical traditions
of varying duration. Fol-
lowing the geographer
Prof. Spate, Prof. B, Sub-
harao has divided the In-
- dian Sub-Continent into
various well-defined re-
giors and explained the
causes for the rise of re-

gional nationalism and
states in India-** If one
examines his thesis
very minutely, he may
notice besides, Kash-
mir, Rajasthan, Guja-

rat, Central Indis, Oris-
sa, Assam, Nepal, Wes-
tern and Central Deccan,
Vengi and Tamilnad are
also well-defined regions.
Some local traditions at
least, have servived 1in

these regions for periods
of varying duration. Pun-
jab and the Ganpges Plain
too bad their historical
traditions but being the
core of Northern India,

they were subjeot to vios
lent changes due to fore-
ign invasions and subse-
quent domination or dis-
turbances. The Puranas
bear testimony to the
existence of historical
traditions in various parts
of Iundia, especially in
Magadhe at least irom the
gixth century B. C. to
the fourth century A. D.
(till the rise of the Guptas
upder Candragupta I).

Traditions regarding the

military conquests of the
kings,their character traits
and patronage to religion
and culture were pre-
gerved in the ocourts of
kings from very early
times. The Sutas and
Magadhas were engaged
in preserving these tradi-
tions. We hear of minis-
grels in the ancient
Tamilpad, preserving ab
least some of the local
traditions. The preser=
vation of vamsavalis and

archives in the courts of
lkings iz known from other
'gources too. Names of
‘kings hailing from certaio
| dynasties like the Satava-
‘hanas who ruled certaio
iparhs of India (Decoan)
'are kaowp from the
Paranas aod independ-
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ently from epigraphy.
One of Pancalaksanas of
the Puranas is the bistery
of the kings who ruled
India in the Kali Age.1?
‘U'be - Purana compilers
might have had socess to

the royal records pre-
served in the ocourts.
Epigrapbhy itself bears

testimony to the exist-
ence of historical tradi-
tions in some regious.

If one examines the
chequered history of the
ancient and medieval
Tamilnad, be will not fail
to notice the existence of
historical traditions in this
region. a8 in other parts of
India including Kashmir.
Some historians of Temil-
nad have analyeed the
historical value of "Tamil
literature. The most res
cent analysis is by Prof,
K. K, Pillai in two ver
scholarly articles?®Recent
epigraphio regsearches jp
Tamilnad,
Mr. Irawatham Mahage-
van have enhanced the
historical value of the San.
gam Clessice.®®* One hag
to co-relate, confirm apnd
supplement the evidenge
from the literary sources
with that from epigraphy
and other sources. Thisg
type of work has yet to be

especially by M

done for the whole range
of the history of Tamilnagd
from the Sangam Age to
British times.

Regional and linguistio

'nationalism of the Tamils

bad developed already in
the Sangam Age and thig
is  well refleoted in
such references as Tamil-
zhskam, Thantamizh,
Nattamizh and Cenntha-
mizh.'® In his preface to
the ancient Tamil gram-
mar Tholkappiyam, Pa-
nampaaranar defines the
geographical looation of
the Tamilnad as extending
from the Vengkata mouns
tain in the North to the

Cape Camorin (in the
South), He refers to
Tamilnad as, ‘the good

land where Tamil is spok-
en’. This regional and

y | lioguistio nationalism was

'n fall ferce in the time
of Cilappathikaaram and
adimekalej ¢ This was
further reinforced with
the development of the
Bhakti movement in the
Pallava - Pandya period
{7—9th century). The Ta-
mil nationalism of the
earlier period fused into
the Bhakti movement and
made it a very dynamlo
focce, This tremd oonti-



"nued further in the snbse-
quent Cola, Pandya »and
Vijayanegar periods. The
regional and linguistio
nationalism aod continu-
ousg sway of the three pro-
minent Tumil dynasties}
especially, the Pandyas
and thy Colas for several
centuries (with certsin
interregnums) might ac-
count for the preservation
of the dynastio history of
these local royal families.
This will be further ele-
borated later.

Some sort of a continu-
ous historical tradition is
preserved in the Sapngam
Classics, with regard to
gome royal families, one
may cite the Pathittup-
paththa which has pre-
served some traditions of
the Cera dynasty and the
names of three of the
kings eulogized in the
7-9th decades are confirm-
ed by the Pukalur insorip-
toione-17

Following perhaps the
Caritas in Sanskrit like
the Harsacarita (7th o.)
and the Gaudavaho im
Prakrit (8th C.', the poets
of the Cola pericd (10—
12th ¢.) like Narayana-
bhattaditya composed

Srirajarajavijayam, Pun-
koil Nambi the Viranuk-
kavijayam, and Kaviku«
muda Candra Pandita the
Kulottungacolacarita. 2®
Unfortunately,
these works have sur=
vivade The Kalingkath-
thupparani and = the
Muuvarulas of the Cola
Age deserve to be men-
tioned. They contain eulo-
gies of the Cola kings
whose ancestry is traced
back to the Sangam Age.

One may cite, for example
the Irassapaarampariyam
found in the Kalingkathe
'thupparani 1° or in the
‘Muuvarulaa  Vikkirama
lColanulas (1—28). Kulothe
‘thungkacolamulas (1—386.)
: andIraasaraasanulaa(1-34)
lThese sections contain
| Vamsavalis?© of the Colas.
‘These Prabandams are
olosely related to the
Sanskrit Prasastis and the
Tamil Meykkirttis of the
game age. They reflect
o similar trend of histori-
'cal gontinuity on a dynas-
tio basis, as that of the
Colas, besides, the ususl
encomia o2 the kings.

{

Epigraphy in the Tamil-
nad, as well as, in other
parts of India, indioates at
least in some ways the

none of -
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oontinuity of historical
traditions on a regional
and dynastic baeis. Ons
may refer to the Gupta
genealogy being men-
tioned for about two
centuries in somse inscrip-
tions.2! In the Decean,
the Thole inscription of
Pualakesi II is a Vamsa
prasasti of the Calukyas,
from the time of the
foander of the line to that
of Palakesi I1-22 Some of
the Eastern Calukya ins-
criptions of the 11th cen-
tury refer to the fonnder
of the line Kubya Visnu-
vardhana (7th ¢.)

In the Tamilnad the
Pukaluur icsoriptions of
the Ceras of the Sangam
Age refer to three genera-
tions of kings.2®  The
Pallava records of the
‘4th aud 8th centuries also
refer to three or more
generations of kings. For
example, the Sevdalor
ingcription of Kumara.
visnu 1I refers tc three of
his ancestors 2* DBut the
epigraphic records of the
Pallavas of the line of
Simhavisuu and those of
the contemporary Pan-
-dyas refer to a continuous
dynastic history of a
lenger duration,  The

Paramesvaravarman,25the
Vayalur copper plates of
Rsajasimha,?® the Kasak-
kudi and the Velurpala-
yam?7 plates of Nandivar-
man?® may be cited as
g~me of the notable exam-
ples,Theserecords not only
eulogize the contemporary
king but his ancestors who
hail from one of the Epio
heroes, Asvatthaman, The
origin of the dynasty is
set in the pauranika style,
If the king Asokavarma.
these records refer to, 18
the Maurya emperor Aso-
ka, then they ocertainly
contain historieal tradi-
tions dating from the third
esntury B. C.

A similar trend is seen
in some of the contem-
porary Pandya records.
The Velvikkudi Plates of
Neduncadaiyan2®® or the
Larger Sinnamanur plates
of Rajasimha®® may be
cited, in this connection.
The Velvikkudi Plates re-
fer to the Pandya genea-
logy from the last pheage
of the Sangam Age (third
century A. D.). They re:
fer to the Pandya king
Palyakassalaimuthukudu-
mipperavazhuti, the Ka-
labbhara domination over

Kuram copper plates of.
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the Tamilnad and the
virtual liquidation of the
political power of the
Tamil kings, the subse-
quent rise of the Pandyas
under Katungkon and
successors down to the
time of Netuncataiyan
(8th 0.).  Thus, it covers

Perunhatkilhlhi, Karikaa-
lan. Koocengkanaan, Vija-
ysalaya and his sucgessors
to the time of the gen.
temporary king. One may
cite, for example, the
Anbil Plates of Sundara
cola (10th 6.)%! and the
Larger Leyden Plates of

Rsjaraja 1,52 The Sanskrit,
portion of the latter re-
oord runs to 108 lines and

8 long period of the his-
tory of the Pandya coun-
try. Asin the Pallava re-
~cord, the origin of thePan-|contains 48 verses. The
dya kula is set in the paura~ | Tirunalankadu Plates®?
- nika etyle. Taken toge- of his son Rajendra Cola
ther, these records of the (11th ¢-) runs to 271 lines
" Pallavas and the Pandyas and 137 verses. The Ka-
clearly prove the exis- randai plates of the same
tence of & continuous his-;king are still longer.3*
torical tradition in the The Sanskrit portion of
Tamil land on a regional the Kenyakumari inscrip-
and dynastic basie, tion of Virarajendra®®
‘contains 81 verses in 419

This trend is reflected lines- Thus, the leng

in greater magnitude injprasaetie of the Colas,

' : | t the story of the
in the long Sanskrit Pra- f€coud
sastis of gtha Imperial‘CO’a dynasty from early

Colas of the 11th century ‘imes, covering a period

A. D. The Tamil Meyk-
kirtis of the Cola kings| ;
eulogize only the contem-| = Such long reco§ds
porary king, whereas, the covering 8 ]ongel: period,
Sanskrit Prascstis are, a8 found in Tamilnad are
usually, Vamsaprassstis rare, even in the whole of
of the Colas treating their India. They bear testi-
history from its legendary l mony to the preservation
beginnings to the Sangamfof the dynastic traditions
Age and then to the line‘of the Pan‘dy&s a;nd
of Vijayaalaya. For ex-|especially the Colas- The
ample, they to'composers of these pre-

of more than 1000 years.

refer
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sastis might have had|the history of these dy-
Rooess to the Royal nasties. Therefore, what
archives, besides the liter-| has been said abopt Kagh-~
ary sources. The Cera Xir by eminent historians

and particularly the Pan-) 18 somewhat, if not equal-

ly troe of Tamilnad aiso.
dya and the Cola dynas- This has to be thoroughly

ties of Tamilnad are some| worked out in greater
of the dynasties that ruled detail with referemge to
for a very long time in/ghe religious, social and
India. The history of the culturai  traditions of
Colas and the Pandyas Tamilnad, A comprehen-
dates at least from the|give study of the history
sixth centory B. C to the of Tamilnag covering all
13th and 17th oenturies|ghege aspects of continu-
A. D. respectively. Of ous traditions will be
oourse, there are gaps in worthwhile.
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