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SISTER NIVEDITA
(28-10-1867 — 13-10-1911)
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CALL AND DEDICATION

PRAVRAJIKA ATMAPRANA
-

N her two books ‘The Master As I Saw Him’ and ‘ Notes On
Some Wanderings With The Swami Vivekananda’ Sister Nive-
dita has given us enough material to show where and when she
met Swami Vivekananda, how she came to accept him as her
Master and what her role was as his disciple. And, therefore, there
is hardly any scope left to the play of imagination while treating
this interesting and significant subject. And it is best to treat

this subject factually. For, otherwise, imagination distorts the subject
and does more harm than good.

Nivedita died in her 44th year. In this short span of life
she spent the Jast 15 years of her life in India’s service. Her
personal association with Swamiji was hardly fer 63 years. What
was it then that she received from her Master that made this rare
and gifted woman dedicate her all for the jana-desha-dharma, the
people, the country, and the religion of this blessed land? Let us
follow the story as given by herself in the two above mentioned
books.

The Meeting

The time was a cold Sunday afternoon in November, 1895,
and the place a West-end drawing room in London. Swami Vive-
kananda in his crimson robe and girdle was sitting facing a half-
circle of listeners answering question after question. They were not
orthdox believers, neither were they familiar with Hindu thought
and religion. Their reception to the Swami from a far off land
was cold and conventional. With insular pgide that characterizes the
English people they sat, and listened and then went away, giving
their verdict that ‘It was not new”.

But was really nothing new in his message? This was the
question that disturbed the mind of one. .amongst the listners. Was



it not unjust to dismiss in such fashion the new and strange
message that spoke of the highest and best that life could offer?
The ‘Yogi’ had not resorted to dialectics ; he had spoken with a
quiet authority. He was indeed strange! His message was more
strange.

The Master

Behind the gentleness of expression on his calm face was
fierce firmness; in the kind and benevolent eyes was a penetrating
look that searched the questioner’s mind; in his soft utterance of
‘Shiva,  Shiva’ now and again, one had a glimpse of the fiery
spark of renunciation that lifted the mind above the world for some
time; in his rich and grave voice was heard a note that stirred
deep feelings in the hearts of the hearers. He seemed in all ways
to be quite different from the other men of genius they had met
so far. And his words threw pew light on subjects which were
incomprehensible then. He talked with equal ease on Hinduism,
Buddhism and Christianity. The Western conceptions of society,
service of humanity and salvation seemed to be quite in conflict
with the ideas of Hindus that he was elaborating. From the
staggering heights of Advaitic teachings he gently came down to
the mellow theme of Love and Bhakti. All this was discussed on
the first day. The listener could not dismiss those ideas altogether.
She decided to hear him on two more occasions when he would
speak in London.

The Disciple

Attractive, dominating, vibrant with energy and impulsiveness,
Margaret Noble was an interesting person. Constant mental activity,
restlessness of spirit and desire to manifest power were part of her
personality. Proud of her race and country, grown up in the
traditions of her people.and her religion, she was given a loud
self-assertiveness and argumentativeness.  Passivity or subordination
were not in her nature. Therefore though the newness of Swamiji's
teachings appealed to her, it did not convince her. * There was a
quality of blindness in the attitude I presented to my Master, that
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1 can never sufficiently regret. When he said, ‘The Universe is
like a cobweb and minds are the spiders; for mind is one as well
as many,” he was simply talking beyond my comprehension. I
noted what he said, was interested in it, but could pass no judge-

ment upon it, much less accept it.”

And yet the time came before Swamiji left England that she-
addressed him as ‘ Master’. What made her do so? In her own
words, “I had recognized the heroic fibre of the man and desired
to make myself the servant of his love for his own people. But
it was his character to which I had thus done obeisance. As a
religious teacher I saw that although he had a system of thought
to offer, nothing in that system would claim him for a moment,
if he found that truth led elsewhere. And to that extent that this
recognition implies, I became his disciple.”

At that early stage it was difficult for Margaret to comprehend
his teachings sufficiently to become convinced of its coherence, but
she was sure that Swamiji was not teaching anything that was
different from the Truth that he had realized.

She had in her own way been a seeker after Truth. With
all her manifold intellectual interests she was feeling deep down within
her a certain amount of despair as regards religion, and was groping
in the dark for light. Intellectual activity helps the growth of
character, but not the growth of spirituality. Margaret was unaware
of this till she met the spiritual dynamo, Swami Vivekananda. It
was only then that she had her great lesson in life Fhat the kernel
of spirituality was covered by the doctrinal shell which had to be

cut away to reach Reality.

Swamiji believed that the time had come for the formu]atio.n
of faith which could hold its adherents fearless of truth, an(.j.thxs,
bold and new approach to God stimulated I\/Iargare‘t"s spiritual
aspirations which were lying dormant all tbesg years. It was by
no means his intention to set forth dainty dlshes. of poetry and
intellectuality for the enjoyment of the rich and idle classes” she

wrote.



The Call

After a brief visit to America Swamiji returned to London
in April 1896. He gave his lectures on *Maya’ this time. It was
a very difficult task indeed! But through them his role as an
apostle calling on the world to enter the kingdom of God became
more and more clear. To larger audiences he spoke as a religious
teacher enunciating and expounding the principles of Vedanta, but
to his smaller intimate group he sounded a cal] in the name of
that which was strongest and finest in man. What the world
wants to-day, is twenty men and women who can dare to stand
in the street yonder and say that they possess nothing but God.
Who will go?... Why should one fear? If this is true, what else
could matter? If it is not true, what do our lives matter ? ™
These words spoken with thunderous conviction touched the hearts
of his hearers. Amongst them was Margaret.  Since that blessed
day this idea dominated her life. She started seeing the world as
it appeared to the eyes of the Master and she decided to dedicate
her life without any thought of the alternative.

As a result her restless spirit became passive and profoundly
quiet and she was ready to assimilate the Master’s thoughts. While
he was still in London she wrote to him a letter conveying her
ideas to him. And his reply became a gospel for Margaret all her
life and will remain for ever a creed for all dedicated workers,

“My ideal indeed can be put into a few words and thatis
to preach unto mankind their divinity, and how to make it manifest
in every movement of life.

“This world is in chains of superstition. I pity the oppressed,
whether man or woman, and I pity more the oppressors.

“One idea that I see clear as day light is that misery is
caused by ignorance and nothing else. Who will give the world
light? Sacrifice in the past has been the law, it will be, alas, for
48¢S to come. The earth’s bravest and best will have to sacrifice
themselves for the good of many, for the welfare of all. Buddhas
by the hundreds are necessary with eternal love and pity.
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« Religions 'of the world have been lifeless mockeries. What
the world wants is character. The world is in need of those whose

life is one burning love, selfless. That love will make every word
tell like thunderbolt.

“It is no superstition for you, 1 am sure, you have the
making in you of a world-mover, and others will also come. Bold
words and bolder deeds are what we want. Awake, awake, great
one! The world is burning with misery. Can you sleep? Let us
call and call till the sleeping gods awake, till the god within answers
to the call. What more is in life? What greater work? The
details come to me as I go. I never make plans. Plans grow and
work themselves. 1 only say awake, awake!”

With this call the lioness in Margaret awoke. ‘ Uttisthata
Jagrata Prapya Varan Nibodhata’ - arise, awake and approaching
the great ones, reach the goal - became her life-mantra. But she
was waiting for Swamiji to give a more pointed direction as to
what she was expected to do. She was an educationist, and had
already spent about ten years gaining practical experience as a
teacher. Her own school at Wimbledon was a successful experiment
in the ‘New Education’ method. Her best role would have been
that of a teacher and Swamiji did one day come out with the
same proposition, ‘I have plans for the women of my own country
in which you, I think, could be of great help to me.” Margaret
understood that a call had come to her with clarion sound which
would change her life. She would now go forward, never to turn
back again. For she knew that “ He that putteth his hand to the
plough, and looketh back, is not fit for the Kingdom of God.”

Summons

Swamiji left England on December 16, 1896. About a year
later Margaret left for India reaching Calcutta on January 28, 1898.
During the one year that Margaret stayed back she had to face
many difficulties. Her school work and all the other interests that
held her back in London had to be relinquished, arrangements had
to be made for her aging mother whom she was leaving behind,
and greatest of all, she had to tolerate harsh misrepresentation of
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her motive. Her Christian relations looked upon her wi
and disapproval. Besides, India was unknown country,

Now only through the eyes of her Master, But her ac
adhesion to Swamiji was whole-hearted.

th suspicion
viewed up till
ceptance and

ends as one of the highest expressions of “the religious life. He

thought of making her realise this ideal and therefore wrote to her
on October 1, 1897

for such a return, not having the breadth of impersonal view. It
is absolutely necessary to the work that | should have the
enthusiastic love of ag many as possible, while [ myself remain
entirely impersonal........ A leader must be impersonal. I am sure
you understand this.” And Margaret did understand that the service

to which she was summond by her Guru was not his own, but
that of Truth itself.

A Novice

On reaching India Margaret’s period of training began. She
had to learn to live upto the motto of the spiritual Order founded
by Swami Vivekananda in the name of his Master, Sri Ramakrishna,
¢ Atmano Mokshartham Jagaddhitaya cha® . for the salvation of
one’s own self and the welfare of the world. On March 2 1898
Margaret was initiated and made a Brahmacharini and was given
the name Nivedita. She had thus been accepted as a member of
the Ramakrishna Order ‘and her life was consecrated to the Divine,
In this new life Swami Vivekananda stood before her as 2 Guru
in the old tradition. His method was directness of spiritual life,
that is, a return to simplicity. Life with God had to be simple,
almost natural gand Spontaneous. To introduce complications in

6



religiouns life where there were none was against the spirit of
consecration according to him. The only vittue of a novice was
sincerity. Swamiji had built his temple of faith on this. Sri
Ramakrishna had himself laid its foundation; it was for him to
choose the bricks. And in Nivedita’s words: * He chose, not with
an eye to the intellect, or power of attraction, or volume of force,
of those who were chosen, but always for a certain quality of
simple sincerity, and, as it secemed for that alone.

Swamiji knew the sincerity of Nivedita as a religious aspirant;
otherwise he would not have initiated her into the teaching that is
required to lead the great life of God. Exactly one year after her
first initiation she was made a ‘Naisthika Brahmacharini’. He gave
her strict instructions about personal life after that. “You must
give up all visiting and live in strict seclusion. You have to set
yourself to Hinduise your thoughts, your needs, your conceptions,
and your habits. Your life internal and external, has to become
all that an orthodox Hinda Brahmin Brahmacharini’s ought to be.
The method will come to you, if only you desire it sufficiently.
But you have to forget your own past, and to cause it to be
forgotten. You have to lose even its memory ”. Nivedita made a
conscious and determined effort to pass from her old world to the
new. Desiring nothing of the comforts of the world for herself she
lived her life in solitude and austerity. But that does not mean
she lived a life of dedicated retreat and isolation. According to
Swamiji's reorientation of the ideal hers was a life of spiritual
retreat in the midst of great activity.

An Educator

It has already been said that Nivedita was an experienced
educationist before she came to India. Her foremost mission now
in coming to India was of imparting education to women. Swamiji
was consumed with the desire for the edugation of women, anc‘i he
was hopeful of Nivedita's work. But he did not hurry her into
work. He felt that any European who was to work on his behalt
in India must do so in the Indian way and so he was giving time
to Nivedita to be familiar with the world in which she was to live
and work.

7



On July 24, 1898, while in Kashmir, Swamiji for the first
time asked her about her plan of work. Nivedita explained it to
him and then asked him to pass judgement over jt. Swamiji waited

a little when he had heard all and then said:  “ you ask me to
criticise, but that I cannot do. For I- regard you as inspired, quite
as much inspired as I am........ So I shall help you to do what

you think best.”

She was therefore given compiete liberty to work out her
experiment remembering only ~one canon of his that to teach
against the aspirations of the taught was to court i] results instead

of good.

An lnterpréter

Speaking about Sri Ramakrishna’s life to Nivedita Swamiji
had once said to her: « He lived that great life - and ] read the
meaning.” The same can be said of Nivedita ag regards her
Master’s life. The greatest role that Nivedita played in India -
and to which she devoted all her years after Swamiji passed away -
was that of being an interpreter of his life, looking upon him as
an ‘ Embodiment of the National Ideal of India.

That is the theme of aj her writings which run into thousands
of pages - Swamiji and India - Swamiji in India, and, India as
reflected in his mind and heart. One day talking to a group of
people he addressed Nivedita in particular and said: * And so you
see, all this is but a feeble manifestation of the great ideas which
alone are real and perfect. Somewhere js ap ideal you, and here
Is an attempt to manifest it | The attempt falls short sti]] In many
ways. Still - go on! You will interpret the ideal some day.”

In this context two things are to be remembered without
which Swamiji’s choice of Nivedita as the transmitter of his ideas
will not be understood or justified.  One was his intense love for
his motherland ; second swas his desire to effect an ideal exchange
of ideas between the East and the West.

From 1898 when she stayed in the river-side cottage at Belar
till his second toyr to Europe with her which ended in July 1899,
Swamiji talked and talked te Nivedita.
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It must be said that it was not easy for Nivedita 1
understand Swamiji always. In the beginning she was often confusedD:
sometimes even felt exasperated ; Swamiji's intense love for In-dia’
was a revelation to her after her coming to India. In the West
she knew him as a patient, sympathetic, meditative religious teacher.
But in India a new element seemed to have entered Swamiji’s
whole being, of which he was also not quite aware. The power
of Nivedita’s lyric expression will explain this better. “ There was
one thing, however, deep in the Master’s nature, that he himself
never knew how to adjust. This was his love of his country and
his resentment of her suffering. Throughout those years in which
I saw him almost daily, the thought of India was to him like the
air he breathed. True, he was a worker at foundations. He neither
used the word ‘nationality’, nor proclaimed an era of ‘ nation-making ’.
‘Man-making’, he said was his own task. But he was born a
lover, and the queen of his adoration was his Motherland. Like
some delicately-poised bell, thrilled and vibrated by every sound that
falls upon it, was his heart to all that concerned her.”

This love for his poor, down-trodden Motherland - in political
bondage then - made Swamiji impatient and restless, experiencing
“the fruitless torture and struggle of a lion caught in a net.”
He wanted his disciples to LOVE India first before taking up any
work. Swamiji’s passionate worship of everything that was India’s,
his unsparing criticisms at times of her sins and her want of
wordly wisdom, his undimmed vision of her future greatness - all
this staggered Nivedita. It was not without intense suffering that
she came to understand him later. Once that understanding came
her rebellious mood disappeared and she found profound peace. In
that she reached the highest ideal of discipleship in which one sees
a thing as it appears to the mind of the Master, one’s heart and
mind become one with his and one desires only to serve him silently
with constant attempt to assimilate his ideas. “ My own part,
through the years of my discipleship, appeats to me to have been
something like that of a thought-reader.”

And, therefore, when he talked, she listened. The flow of his
thought and story went on and she never let a thought or word

9



escape her attention. She was aware of her sacred duty. “His
talks were not all entertaining, nor even all educational. Every now
and then he would return, with consuming €agerness, to the great
purpose of his life. And when he did this, I listened with an
anxious mind, striving to treasure up each word that he let fall
For I knew that here I was but the transmitter, but the bridge,
between him and that countless host of his own people, who would
yet arise, and seek to make good his dreams.”

And the later generations are grateful to Nivedita for faithfully
preserving her great Master’s ideas in her writings, through which
we recognize Swamiji. ‘The Master as 1 saw Him’ is a master-
piece of literature. After the book was published and it reccived
world-wide acclamation she was deeply moved and wrote to Miss
Josephine Macleod: “It when you do dip into it, you recognize
Swami at all, you will give me great happiness. I have worked
for others as a hand or a tool, but, Swami demanded the whole
of my powers, and left me to use them for him. Both kinds of
service, all kinds of service are great and good, but this alone is
all absorbing, because this alone implies perfect faith.”

Conclusion

A lot of speculation has been going on with regard to
Nivedita’s faithfulness to Swamiji’s ideal to the end. Her taking
interest in the political developments in India and her leaving the
Ramakrishna Order after Swamiji’s death are supposed to indicate
her changed loyalty. But that was not trae. Even during Swamiji’s
life-time she had become aware of the fact that new ideas were
coming to her mind. The more she studied Swamiji the more it
dawned on her that his idea of the regeneration of the nation was
too vast, Her whole-hearted love for India was, indeed, a legacy
from Swamiji but it Was necessary to fix one point from which to
start. And it struck her that that point was political freedom.
She wrote to a friend:’

“To my great horror, freedom has meant something to me,
for my life has come to include many elements that Swami would
probably not have put there. They are all for him, however, 1

10
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trust, in the end - and he will not hold me less his child than
before.” “I belong to Hinduism more than 1 ever did. But I

see the political need so clearly too! That is all I mean - and
to that I must be true.”

Swamiji was not interested in the political developments in
the country, while Nivedita's energetic mind was drawn towards the
political tempo that was rising in the country then. Swamiji knew
it, saw it, but did not say anything. He was never in the habit
of dictating an opinion or creed, never had he called for a confession
of faith from his disciple. He knew Nivedita was in God’s keeping
and had already blessed her before she took to public activities by
saying: ‘“Go forth in the world, and there, If I made you, be
destroyed : If mother made you, live!”. On February 12, 1902,
just a few months before he died he wrote a letter to Nivedita
blessing her in the most glowing terms:

“ May all powers come unto you! May Mother Herself be
your hands and mind! It is immense power - irresistible - that
I pray for you, and, if possible, along with it infinite peace.........
If there .was any truth in Sri Ramakrishna, may He take you into
His leading even as He did me, nay a thousand times more!l”

And she did live and prove to the world that in all that
she did and said she did not disappoint him. She kept his trust
and fulfilled all his hopes and aspirations as he had expressed them
in a poem presented to her by him in 1900 -

The mother’s heart, the hero’s will,

The sweetness of the southern breeze,
The sacred charm and strength that dwell
On Aryan Altars, flaming, free;

All these be yours and many more

No ancient soul could dream before -

Be though to India’s future sen

The mistress, servant, friend in one.

R e
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'R. K. M. VAIDYESHWARA VIDYALAYA

PARENTS DAY
25-7-1965

PRINCIPAL’'S WELCOME ADDRESS

The Hon. Minister of Education, M. P., for Jaffna, the other
distinguished guests om the platform and Friends.

TODAY is a great day in the annals of the College. We have
the privilege of welcoming not only the Minister of Education
but also the M. P, for Jaffna, the Permanent Secretary, Director
of Education and the Assistant - Director of Education. I have great
pleasure in welcoming them all on behalf of the College and on
behalf of you all present here. The visit of the WMinister of
Education augurs well not ‘only for us but also for our people.
He bas come to us as the representative of the National Government
which is pledged to work for the welfare of all the people who
inhabit this fair Island irrespective of caste, creed or race.

We '»,:_g's,'v“,t’e,ac'hefs"f are ‘greatly | interestéd in’ preserving the
democratig'_jifé_ry“_of".lif(;, for “our’ ‘work-is best ‘done in an atmosphere
of freedom.. " Under" other Wways' of lifé " there can be no teaching ;
there ca’ be only ‘indoctrination.  We are therefore happy that our
Minister ‘and the Government he represents are dedicated to this
way of life.

We are glad that when the national system of Education is
being formulated, the ' Minister in charge of giving shape to this
policy is one who is imbued with the rich heritage of this country.
Our heritage in the field of Education s one of which we can be
justly preud. Even in “the distant past, there were institutions in
this country ‘which attracted scholars from far off countries like
China. The keynote of this ancient set-up was the Gurukula system
under which the preceptor and the disciple worked together in an
atmosphere. of deep reverence and. utmost cordiality.. This atmosphere

12



The Hon. Minister I. M. R. A. Iriyagolle and
Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam, Q. C. being received at the entrance

ring witnessing

The distinguished visitors and the large gathe
the variety entertainment






is well-broﬂght out in the following Shanti Sloka - peace chant -
from one of the Upanishads. “ May Brahman protect us both;
(the preceptor and disciple) May Brahman bestow upon us both
the fruit of knowledge. May we both obtain the energy to acquire
knowledge. May what we both study reveal the truth. May we
cherish no ill feeling toward each other. Om Peace. Peace. Peace.’”
This chant was recited each day before the beginning of the lessons.
What a great day it will be for our country if we can bring a
little of this atmosphere into our universities and schools.

I have also pleasure in welcoming our Member of Parliament
Mr. Ponnambalam Q. C. With his brilliant intellect, mastery of"
details and powers of eloquence he will adorn any assembly in any
part of the world and we are glad that he has been selected to
lead the Ceylon delegation to the U. N.O. We are sure that by
his performance at this world assembly he will bring honour not
only to himself but also to the country which he represents. All
of us are aware of the good work that he did as minister in the
past and the industries that he started are standing monuments to
his foresight and ability.

At tbis point it is my duty to say a few words about our
College. Considering the time at my disposal, I shall be brief.
This institution came in the wake of the Hindu Renaissance led by
the Great Arumuga Navalar and Swami Vivekananda. After centuries
of slumber, Hindu leaders like their Buddhist brethren in the south,
awoke to the need for educating their children in their own
atmosphere. Against odds they started schools and carried them on
facing many vicissitudes. This College was started by a humble
school master, Nagamuthu, who though poor in worldly goods was
rich in ideals. He was far in advance of his times. When the
name ‘College’ was the passport for respectability and official
recognition, he called it a Vidyalaya. When others named institutions
after personalities, he named it after the presiding deity of the
adjoining temple. After running the school for a short time himself
he looked round to a body to which be could hand over the school
and in doing so, he chose the Ramakrishna Mission. What an

ideal choice he made !
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The mission took over the institution in 1917 and from that
day they managed it with great acceptance and efficiency till 1961
when the College was taken over by the State.

I had the good fortune of being associated with this school
for about thirty years and during this period the College has
made rapid strides, thanks to the support given by the public,
parents, old students, teachers and the management. Now all the
buildings except one have been put into a somewhat permanent
footing.  One building is in a dilapidated condition and requires
immediate attention. Another requirement is g play-ground in close
proximity to the College, at least a small playground, where we
can conduct our drill classes and play games like foot-bal] and
basket-ball. I appeal to the M. P., and the A. D, to help us to meet
these urgent requirements. Their proposals for meeting our requirements
will T am sure receive the sympathetic consideration of the Minister.

On this occasion I wish to refer to two educational problems
which are being discussed widely today. I refer to co-education
and the place of English in our schools. As regards these I am
in a happy position to state that we are in complete agreement
with our minister. Though we have run a co-educational institution
for about thirty years with a fair amount of success, I am of
opinion that it is best to educate them separately, specially during
the period of adolescence, If they are educated in separate schools
they will grow up naturally without unnecessary conflicts and inhibitions,

As regards English, I am sorry to state that students are
not taking full advantage of the facility provided for studying this
world language, as it is not a compulsory subject for examinations.
They little realise that, if they attain competence in this language
the entire range of human knowledge will be at their disposal.
No doubt better methods wil] have to be used in teaching this
language. But what is more important than this is that attitude
towards the study of the language should change. We are glad that
the stand taken by our Minister and our M. P., on this question will
80 a great way to bring about a change in the attitude of our students.

Another question in which we are deeply interested is the
Provision of additional facilities for University Education. The late
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Dr. Natesan did his utmost to have a centre of University learni
established in Jaffna making use of the institutions founded ;Eg
fowed by Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan. We are glad to note
at his dreams are being realised, thanks to the initiative taken
by the Minister of Education. We heartily congratulate the Minister
of Education in acting promptly to meet an vrgent need by starting
affiliated Colleges. As far as Jaffna is concerned, I am sure that
this affiliated College will blossom into a full fledged University
before long. Jaffna is eminently suited to be the centre of a
University as will be seen from the following extract taken from a
memorandum submitted to the University Commission :

“ There is an urgent need for suitable provisions to be made
for the students of Jaffna to receive University Education
in their own environment. Jaffna is one of the most
important educational centres in Ceylon. It has a large
number of institutions preparing students for the University
Entrance and Higher School Certificate Examinations. The
Secondary Training College at Palaly will serve as a
Training Centre for graduate teachers. The buiidings for
a Government Technical School at Jaffna are already
completed and may be used for an Engineering Institution.
There is already an Agricultural School conducted by the
Government in connection with Experimental Farm at Jaffna.
The Civil Hospital at Jaffna can provide facilities for a
Medical College. These institutions can form the nucleus
for the immediate establishment of a University at Jaffna.”

When this University comes into being it will serve as a fitting
monument to the services rendered by Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan

to the people of this country.

I am thankful to all those who have made this function
possible. Our special thanks are due to the M. P., Jaffna, _and the
A.D. Our Assistant Director is a man of few words as all practical men
are. He is a shrewd judge of men and has proved an able administrator.

Our thanks are also due to the parents and the public for
receiving the Minister with such enthusiasm. Th]s.functlon cc?ul(cii
not have been so well organised if not for the active supporthan
help given by the staff and students. My thanks are due to them.

Finally, 1 thank the distinguished guests agai.n z'md‘we.assure
them that we shall always cherish their visit to this institution.
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"MINISTER URGES CEYLON TO FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE
OF ISRAEL

€{ > -
F a desert region like Israel can bloom forth into a green and fertile land

we can most certainly achieve great things in a country like Ceylon,
possessed of perennial rivers flowing far and wide, Jands capable of easy development
and immense man-power if we can get together and make the effort”, said the
Minister of Education Mr. Iryagolle in his speech at the Parents Day, at Vaidyeswara
Vidyalaya, held under the auspices of the Hon. Minister and the M. P. for Jaffoa
Mr. G.G. Ponnambalam.

The Minister and others were conducted in procession from the Vannai -
Vaidyeshwaran temple along the K. K.S. Road and Jaftna Manipay roads to the
venue of the meeting. The entire route was decorated with Thoranams and flags.
The chief guests were welcomed with flowers and garlands at the houses and

shops along the route.

“If we can co-operate” said the Minister, “ We can transform this country
with its vast natural resources and man-power into a wonderful land producing
limitless wealth.

We decided to open campuses at Jaffna, Galle and Kurnegala to provide a
University Education for 6000 students found fit for such higher education. And
this decision was made by us entirely on our own.

Our immediate problem is to find accomodation for the students who have
been found fit for university education. Though there are two Buddbist Cultural
Universities, Buddhism is not taught at either place as a compulsory subject and
hence they cannot be properly designated Buddhist Universities.

I should consider myself today the happiest man from the South. Wherever
I went in Jaffna, I have received a cordial welcome. The Tamil ladies here do
not look any different from their Sinbala sisters — except for the Poddu.

As far as education is concerned Jaffna is singularly fortunate. There is one
science teacher for every 8 pupils here whereas even in Colombo we have one
teacher for every 30 pupils. We shall do our best to provide you with an
education without impairing the present standards’’.

Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam M. P. for Jaffna pleaded for the establishment of
a Hindu University. “If after the obtaining of Independence, the Tamil people
are to live with self-respect in this country, they need first and foremost a Hindu
University. In. India, after universities had been established in Calcutta, Bombay
and Madras the Hindu University was established at Benares. I would request
the National Government, through the Hon. Minister of Education, to establish
likewise a Hindu University here. It is not enough if students win degrees or

diplomas; only if there is a firm grounding in religion can there be rea]

educational progress.”
The Principal Mr. Ambikaipakan welcomed the guests. The meeting was
followed by a variety entertainment by the students.
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; HOW TO MAKE EDUCATION ALTRUISTIC
SRl K. M. MUNSHI

? [ Extracts from an address to the Colloguium on Ethical and
Spiritual Values as a basis for National Integration |

ODERN education trains the intellect but does very little to develop character

O‘!" a sense of moral and spiritual values ( hereinafter, for brevity, referred
to as ' altruism’ ).

All awards for academic distinction or sports or other distinctive educational
activities encourage the development of a sense of personal rivalry regardless of
their recipients, in their private life, being unethical or amoral in their outlook
and behaviour.

In our present-day educational system, there is little or no recognised
competition in service, self-sacrifice, unselfish heroism or altruistic attitudes.

In the result, the students become amoral success-hunters, free from the
restraint of moral, spiritual or religious ‘prejudices’, as they are called. Student
leadership is achieved by organising aggressive and destructive activities intended
to impair a sense of discipline.

Education should make a student free from ignorance and superstition; at
the same time it should instil moral and spiritual values, develop altruistic outlook
and attitude. Specialisation must be associated with a broad general education in
living up to the altruistic values.

Altruism could -be instilled by precept, example and atmosphere. It cannot
be enforced by regimentation of conduct. Experiments carried out in the country
and various private institutions should be studied and a code formulated which
would help training in altruism.

Attempts to instil altruism by precept cannot succeed unless example and
atmosphere are created.

The authorities should bave an uncompromising attitude towards defiance of
discipline or moral and spiritual values, and the tendency to make light of such
defiance is one of the reasons why no such atmosphere is created.

The best example can be provided by the teachers. It is of the highest
importance that they should be trained to appreciate and develop altruistic attitudes-

Atmosphere can be created by prayers drawn from the religious literature of
Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and Christians, more or less on the lines of Gandhiji's prayer.

Students may be provided with a general background of altruistic movements
in India and elsewhere and encouraged to study the life and achievements of
creative masters who had dedicated their lives to altruistic ends.

Distinction should be conferred on students who have developed altruistic attitudes.

Certain days associated with masters of altruism should be celebrated.

Shibirs/Camps should be held at regular intervals when teachers, students and
organisers freely discuss the problems of the day, involving altruistic values.

Stern action should be taken against a teacher or a student, if they want
to impose their will on the institution.

Parents and politicians should be prevented, by creating public opinion, from
throwing their weight on the side of the stndents in such matters.
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AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE IN MY LIFE

EYLON is well known in the world as a tourists’ paradise, It will be very
| foolish on our part if, we Ceylonese do not enjoy the natural scenery gf
our country to the full extent. Some teachers assisted by some senior students
arranged a tour of the hill country and other important places during the April
vacation.

On the 16th morning, we all gathered at the college and left for Anuradhapura
by bus at about seven O’clock. We were sixty in all and we were very much
thrilled as this was the first trip outside the peninsula for most of us. Our first
halt was at Murugandy and after paying homage to Lord Ganesha, we proceeded
to Anuradhapura, the capital of ancient Ceylon. It was indeed very Interesting to
see the ruins of the royal buildings and temples. After seeing the great Dagobas
and the sacred Bo-tree we came to know about the greatness of our ancient capital
and how the ancient kings gave support to Buddhism. After four hours stay, we
left Anuradhapura and went to see the holy place, Mihintale, where Mahinda had
preached his gospel to Devanampiya Tissa.

From bere we went to Dambulla. We were very much taken up by the
giant Buddha images which were surrounded by about forty small images of the
Buddha and Bodhisattavas. Here we could see the greatness of our ancient culture.

Then we proceeded to see the beauty of the mountainous region of our
Island. It was dark when we reached the Saiva Maha Sabai building at Kandy.
We were very tired after about a two hundred mile journey and we were all soon
fast asleep.

When we got up early the next morning we felt as if we were ina fairy
land. We visited Peradeniya where the main attractions were the Royal Botanical
Gardens and the University Park. The Royal Botanical Gardens is rich in lofty
trees, roses, and other flower plants of diverse colours. I was proud of my country
when I heard many foreign tourists praising the beauty of the gardens and the
manner in which it was kept. The University Park was almost a small town ship.
The buildings and the natural surroundings were ideal for the promotion of
learning,

Our next visit was Kandy the ancient hill capital which is the haunt of
all tourists. There we enjoyed sight of Dalada Maligawa and the Kandy Lake-
The latter was one of the picturesque sights that we saw. In the evening of that
day our teachers took sometime off and they asked us to do what ever we liked
and go where we wanted to.. We were overjoyed when we heard this and went
out freely seeing the Kandy town and the market which is one of the best in the
Island. We also had a nice boating trip on the Kandy Lake on our own.
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On the morning of the second day of our stay i
y in Kandy, we visited
\ 3 , K
ture Farm an.d the Kando's Chocolate Factory. It is only after visi‘tli‘:;das?l‘;e
factory that we realized the magnitude of the task of making chocolates o

- We left Kandy for Nuwara Eliya deciding to take our lunch at N Eli

As we went up and up the climb was rather difficult, the weather ‘:W"'ra i
colder a‘nd.colder. All of us were thrilled at the sudden change in :he b hbecame
were singing songs. We liked to go at a slow speed so as to Weat. il
scenery. We were indeed very lucky. When we were nearing Rambodaemoy 3
one of the front tyres of our bus went flat, and so we had to sta hras
abou.t three hours until a new tyre was fitted. The Ramboda wate: fyllthere'for
a mile away from the spot where we were forced to halt owing to theai) w:z oo
We went singing, clapping and dancing to the great water fall. As threa OW?-
of that area were not used to such merry - making, they were surprised toespeope
pa%rty. As there were no shops we took some refreshr;1ents that \\:e had ei E“r
with us and thus satisfied our fatigue. We all felt sorry to leave that p]acea e“

I.*“rom here we proceeded to Nuwara Eliya on a zig-zag path. The huge
movuntains and great water falls together with meandering rivers on either side if
the route was very pleasant to look at. We spent the night at Holy Trinit
College in Nuwarla Eiya. As most cf the students were facing such a cold spell o)f,
weather for the first time, they began to shiver. But inspite of this unexpected
hardship all of us soon fell asleep as we were tired.

The next morning we visited one of the best tea factories in Ceylon, the Pedro

Tea Estate, and the Beer Brewery. In both places we were taken round by guides
who explained to us in detail every aspect of tea making and preparing intoxicating
drinks. We were deeply dissatisfied and felt sorry when we heard that we were
getting only the inferior quality of tea. This was so because the best quality

was being exported.

Then we went to Hagala Gardens where we found Asoka trees with
flowers of diverse colours. On our way back we had nice baths at the water fall

near Sita Eliya.

After that we went straight to Colombo which is really a magnificent city
with broad high ways and palatial buildings. Colombo with a modern port and
numerous docks is the “Clapham junction of the East.” We reached the
Ramakrishna Mission Cultural Centre at Wellawatte at about nine in the night.
There we were kindly received by the Swamiji who is in charge of the hostel.

We had a stop at Pasyala which is aan important stop for all users of this
It is here we saw the famous cadju girls. Very often foreign periodicals
smiling photographs of these cadju girls. We too really
at they represent the Kandvan rural beauties. They

fails to oblige them by buying cadju nuts.

high way.
publish pleasant faced,
agree with them in saying th
sell cadjus and no passer - by
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On the morning of the fourth day of our tour we visited one of the largest
factories, the tyre - tube factory at Kelaniya, which was built under Soviet - Ceylon
welfare assignment. We saw those huge machines and how the tyres and
tubes were being manufactured. The chief raw material is rubber that we get in
plenty in the island. This factory helps Ceylon to save millions of rupees of foreign
exchange and also gives employment for about eight hundred men. At present it
is producing twenty-five lakhs of tubes annually.

We also visited the K. G. Industries where fountain pens were being
manufactured. Though only the body of the pen was being manufactured such
small factories solve the unemployment problem to a considerable extent.

In the evening we went to the synthetic weaving mills where about thousand
power looms were working. Here we saw how the clothes were being manufactured
out of yarns. The laundry work is done by machines which wash, dry and iron
the clothes in a few seconds.

On the fifth and last day of our tour we saw many places of interest like
the Zoo and the Galle-Face Green. We had an experience in climbing the escalator
at Ceylinco House. From the top of that huge building we had a bird’s eye view
of the whole city. As the harbour was near by, we saw large ships loading and
unloading cargo. Many passenger ships were alsc visible with the kelp of binoculars.

The most interesting items in Colombo were our visits to the House of
Representatives and to the Senate. As we sat in the visitors gallery, we felt as if
we were really members of parliament. In fact, our members of parliament sat
below the visitors gallery. We had an idea about the working of the simultaneous
translation system of the proceedings. The Senate building, just opposite to the
Queen’s house was rather small in size but looked more comfortable.

On the way back to Jaffna we saw the Nattandia Glass Factory. There
we saw the huge furnaces and the mixer. The raw materials used were sand,
sodium carbonate and other chemicals. And it was the last factory we visited. Next
we visited a place of religious importance, the famous shrine at Muneeswaram.

We reached our college at about four in the morning of the 22nd. All of
us were very tired and after thanking all the teachers, especially Mr. Paneerselvam,
for their kind help, advice and guidance during the tour, we dispersed.

A. Balasubramaniam,
Grade XII Science.
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A NEW SCIENTIFIC TOOL

UPTO the end of the year 1913, nothing spectacular happened in the scientific

world about the property of radio-active elements. But at the end of 1913;
a revival of Prout’s hypothesis occurred, which stated that all the elements might
be regarded as polymers of hydrogen. As a result of this revival and the study
of the products of the disintergration of radio-active elements, was discovered the
phenomenon of isotopy.

What is an Isotope? Before we go to discuss the use of radio isotope,
we must say something about what an isotope is. An isotope is defined as atoms
of the same element which differ, however, in the number of neutrons in the
nucleus, thus differing in atomic weight. Certain isotopes can be made radio-active
by neutron bombardment in a nuclear reactor — they are then called radio-isotopes.
They constantly emit rays. This property of constant emission of rays by such
radio-isotopes enables them to be used widely in the scientific world today.

Nowadays, radio-isotopes have become a major tool in Science, Industry,
Agriculture and Medicine. They have become so important to us and have a
potential scientific value so great that they are considered by many scientists, a
great scientific tool.

Radio-isotopes are now employed in hundreds of different fields of industrial
activity. They save money; save lives; and save time.

Radio-isotopes can be used as tracers, as sources of radiography etc. In
oil industry, radio-isotope tracers are used more effectively and are already an
important tool. We will see how a radio-isotope is used in oil industry. A single
pipeline is ‘often used to transport one after another, a wide variety of petroleum
products, such as diesel oils and gasoline. Small quantities of radio-active antimony-
124 are used as tracers by injecting them between 2 products entering the line.
Several kinds of oils are sent, in succession, on their way through the pipeline.
This method of radio-isotope tracer technique thus saves the oil industry a lot of
money. Also, radio-sodium, radio-iodine are often used to detect leaks in water
lines. A small quantity of radio-iodine is introduced into the water pipeline and
the path of its radiation is followed until it reaches the spot where the radiation
reading suddenly drops off. It is possible to find ®and repair leaks in buildings
without tearing out floors and walls in search of the brcken pipe.

In agriculture, as in industry, radio-isotope tracers have been used to answer
many questions posed by farmers the world over, and have paved the' v?ra.y to
better and more efficient food production. Phosphorus-32 which is a radio-isotope
mixed in fertilizer, makes it possible to use radiation detectors to trace the
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movement of fertilizer as it is put in the earth and spread through the plant,
Observing in this manner, the activity and movement of fertilizer in a plant will
help researchers to determine exactly, what type of fertilizer is best for what
plant, how much should be used, and when and where it should be introduced,

Radio-isotope tracers have also been widely used to study the effectiveness
of controls of destructive and disease-carrying insects. These insects affect crops,
animals and humans. Phosphorus-32 and strontium-89 are the most frequently
used radio-isotopes to prevent destruction by insects by changing their flight-range
measurements, their habits of migration and their periods and places of hibernation.

Radio-isotopes also serve farmers in other ways. Nowadays, these are used
in measuring snow fall. The farmer in the valley will know how much water
will be available for irrigation of his crops which in turn will help to decide
what crops and how much he should plant.

These efficient radio-isotopes are used not only in industry and agriculture
but are also widely used in medicine. These provide doctors with a new weapon
with which to fight disease. Radio-isotope tracer technique bas now become
particularly applicable in the medical field, since radio-isotopes, when introduced
into the body in small and harmless amounts, aid in the diagnosis of many
diseases by allowing doctors to follow internal processes almost as if the body
were a transparent test-tube. Taken either by mouth or by injection, many different
kinds of radio-isotope tracers are used today in hundreds of hospitals. Thus radio-
isotopes have proved themselves both financially profitable and otherwise beneficial
in their many uses as tracers.

In medicine, radio-isotope is used to act as a substitute for X-ray in the
field of radio-graphy. Gamma rays emitted by certain radio-isotopes are able to
penetrate through dense objects such as iron castings. When a photographic plate
is placed behind the object, which is then exposed to gamma radiation, the rays
will penetrate the object and be recorded on the photographic plate, in the same
way as in an X-ray photograph. Thus radio-isotopes used in radiography are an
efficient and comparatively inexpensive substitute for radium. While radiography
usually utilizes gamma-emitting radio-isotope, beta-emitting radio-isotopes, which are
weaker and therefore have a shorter penetrating ability, are widely used in industry
in beta thickness gauges.

Radio-isotopes used as tracers or in radiography provide hundreds of
possibilities for medical diagnosis too. Users and uses of radio isotopes will rapidly
;ncrease as more physicians are trained in their clinical application and as techniques
and instruments are refined and improve.

M. Bhavananthan,
G.C. E. (A. L.) Science-
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DARKNESS IN THE MIDST OF LIGHT

INCE the childhood of our race, mankind has accepted darkness of the night
time sky as an unquestioned common place fact of life on earth. The sun
rises each morning, bringing with it day light. When the sun sets, the one
major source of light is gone. Hence the sky can no longer be bright. So have
reasoned generation upon generation of men.

The first man who seems to have thought deeply about this phenomenon
was a German physician Heirich W. M. Olbers, who in 1826 set out to produce
a scientific and mathematical answer to the question: Why is the world dark at
night? He located the comet of 1815, which was named for him. The sunm,
Olbers figured, provides only about half the light we on earth should theoretically
be receiving; the other half should come from the billions of stars in the heavens.
With all that star light, why is midnight not as bright as day ? Taking into account
the numbers of stars, their brightness and distance, making painstaking calculations he
came to an amazing conclusion; with light streaming from so many stars, the sky
should not be dark at night. The earth even at midnight should be blazing with
light and heat.

Dr. Olbers said, suppose we think of the universe as a vast hollow ball studded
with stars and trillions of miles in diameter with the earth at its centre; light
will reach the earth from a multitude of stars; and while the rays from those far
away will be very faint, this will be offset because the further out we go, the
greater is the number of stars. In fact, the number of stars increases much faster
than the distance (just as the volume of a sphere increases in proportion to its
radius). Thus the weakening of light at greater distances is more than offset by
the greater number of stars there are when such distances are taken into account.
No matter how weak the effect of any one star, if the number is large enough
and the lapsed time long enough, the planet at the center should be ablaze with
light and heat.

Why then is the sky dark at night ? For 100 years astronomers tried to
solve this. In 1842, an Austrian professor of mathematics, Christian Doppler,
discovered what has ever after been known as the Doppler’s effect. When someone
is standing by a railroad track, as a train comes towards him the pitch of its
whistle sounds high, but after it has passed the whistle sounds lower. Doppler
found that as the train approaches, the sound waves it sends towards him seem
to him, shortened or crowded — and since short wave sounds are higher pitched.
the whistle sounds higher. Conversely, when the train speeds away from him the
sound waves must travel a greater distance and therefore sound lower.
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Doppler effect applies to light waves too. Light waves appear to the eye
as longer when they come from an object moving away from us; they seem
shorter and ““crowded” if the object is approaching us.

With light the effect shows up in colour. Light waves are longer at the
red end of the colour spectrum, shorter at the violet end. So light waves from
a source that is moving away tend to be shifted down the spectrum towards the
red end thus astronomers came to realize that a slight redness in the light coming
from a celestial body means that it is moving away from the observer at tremendous
speed. The further out they looked the redder was light that telescopes picked
up. They concluded that the whole universe is expanding ~— everything in it is
moving farther and farther away from everything else. Dr. Olbers question at
last was answered. Tbe sky is dark at night because the universe expands. The
stars are moving away from us so fast as to weaken the radiation of light we
receive from them. That results in our restful nocturnal darkness and saves us
from being vapourised in the shower of hot star light. Otherwise life on earth
wouid not be possible.

M. Nirmala
; G. C. E. (Ad. Level) Sc.

“ALL work is not educative. It is educative only when it is
preceded by mental effort. You have first to plan the work in
your mind, then to think out the ways and means of doing it,
then to perform it actually, and finally to assess the results and
cowpare them with the guiding plan. But even when all those
four steps have been gone through, it does not follow that work
would prove educative. It would certainly give some skill, mental
or manual; but skill by itself is not education... Only that work
is genuinely educative which serves some values, higher than our
selfish ends, and to which we are devoted. He who works for
his own ends may become skilled; he does not become educated.
In the service of values man does not seek his own enjoyment
but strives to achieve perfection in his work, to improve his
character and to become a real human being... This educative
quality can be found in handwork as well as mental work; and
both can be devoid of it.”

— Dr. Zakir Husain
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A DIFFERENT HOLIDAY

T was a Saturday. There was still one month for the April holidays to start.
My friends and I had been discussing our plans for the holidays. We were
sad that the long vacation had been cut down to nearly three weeks. I did not
know then that I was to have a two months’ holiday, and quite a different holiday
too.

When I awoke from my bed the following morning I felt weak and giddy.
I was unable to get up and walk. So I lay in bed for some time. Then my
mother brought me a cup of tea, and told me to drink it. I complained
to her about my illness. She told me she would take me to the doctor, soon
after she had finished her work. Then we went to our family Ayurvedic Physician,
He examined me carefully and gave me some pills with a mixture.

As instructed by the physician my mother brought me home and gave the
medicine. The day somehow passed and even the night too. By early morning
the fever instead of subsiding shot up higher followed by a terrible headache. I
was feeling very awful. Anyhow as 1 was a man why should I cry over sickness ?
Though I was patient, my fever and headache soon passed my endurance. So my
mother had to seek admission for me at the Green Hospital, Manipay.

The doctors examined me and diagnosed my ailment as typhoid fever. I
was asked not to move from bed and a series of injections were given. I had
to swallow a large number of pills at short intervals. 1 was treated for about
two weeks and gradually, I began to get better and better. My stay in hospital
for about two weeks cost my parents over Rs. 300. The kindness shown to me
during my sickness by the nurses and attendants cannot be easily forgotten by me.
The medicines could not have effected much without their devoted attention. The
visits by my relations and my friends also helped me to put up with my suffering
and kept me cheerful.

It took me another three weeks to convalesce and to be able to eat my
normal food. I was on a sick man’s diet, as people at home were afraid, I might
get a relapse. 1 was not allowed to get out from my home. I could not seea
picture or visit my friends. 1 was kept almost a prisoner undergoing a term of
simple imprisonment. When school reopened 1 was very happy to get back to
school. Yes 1 had had a long holiday but what a terrible holiday it had been.
How I longed the holiday should end ?

C. Ramprasad,
G.C.E. (0.L.)

e

It is our wnecessities which make our heaven and the heaven
changes with the change of our mnecessities.
— Swami Vivekananda.
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SOMETHING NEW TO ME

ONE day my father took me to the Jaffna Railway Station to go to Colombo
on a short holiday. We took the night mail train. The train arrived at
Colombo Fort Station at 6 O’clock in the morning.

Then we hired a taxi and went to Wellawatte to our uncle’s house. We
bad our early morning hoppers and tea. Afterwards we went by bus to Colombo
Fort. There I saw big storeyed buildings. 1 saw many cars going up and down.
The whole city was a very busy place. 1 went to a book shop, Messrs Gunesena
& Brothers and bought some magazines. Then I went to the Colombo jetty to
see the big cargo and passenger steamers. The port was busy at that time. I
saw men unloading food ships.

In the afternoon., after we had taken our lunch, we went to the zoo. We
bought admission tickets and went into the z00. There were lions, tigers, elephants,
kangaroos and other animals about which I had read in books. The tigers and
lions and such dangerous animals were locked up in cages. Most of the animals
were living in their natural surroundings. They were at a safe distance and we
watched them for a long time. We saw monkeys of different shapes, sizes and
colours. There were a lot of beautiful birds. There were parrots, eagles and owls,
swans and other water birds. They were singing or screeching. We saw dangerous
snakes in glass boxes. There were beautiful fishes in glass tanks. The fishes were
of beautiful colours. After seeing the zoo we returned to our uncle’s house.

At 5 p.m. we went to the museum. We saw ancient furniture, household
utensils, articles of clothing, jewels, swords and royal chairs. There were stuffed
animals, birds and snakes. There were some old statues. After seeing the museum
we went back to our uncle’s house. At 6 O’clock I went to the Rio theatre to
see a film. The theatre was very spacious. The seats were very comfortable.
1 enjoyed the picture thoroughly.

At 8 a.m. the following day I went shopping. I bought a number of things
which were cheaper in Colombo. I bought presents for my brothers and sisters
and for my friend. We went to the Fort Railway Station. About 1 p. m. the
train came. We got into the train. We were able to get good corner seats.
After a while the train started to move. At 10 O’clock we reached Jaffna.

For many Colombo is an old town. But to young people like me it is
still full of wonders.

M. Kathirgamanathan,
G.C.E. (0O.L.) Prep.
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IN AND AROQUND JAFFNA i .
B[P
ation I decided to invite an intimate

» to my home town of Jaffna. She
cause she had never been to Jaffna.

WHEN our school closed for the Easter vac
friend in Colombo, a Sinhalese girl

accepted my invitation without hesitation be

‘When she arrived I had first to request her to rest because

: I knew she
would be tired after the long journey.

She came accompanied by her brother.

The following day my parents and 1 decided to take her to Keerimalai the
well known health resort of our Island. We left very early in the morning and
by about 7 a.m. we were enjoying a bath in the tank. After the bath we had

break-fast in one of the nearby boutiques. My friend was throughout in high
spirits.

After break-fast we started back home in our car and on the way I showed
my friend the cement factory at Kankesanthurai and later visited the famous Hindu
temple at Maviddapuram. As my friend was a Buddhist, I wanted to take her to
the famous Buddhist temple at Nagadeepa, an island on the outskirts of Jaffna.
This trip too she enjoyed. I was also very happy because I would never have
visited this island if not for my friend.

The rest of the days we spent in seeing a few Tamil films, which she
enjoyed. While at home we played cards, read story books and in the nights we
thrilled ourselves by telling ghost stories. As my friend had only one week to
stay in Jaffna, we were forced to go through our programme fast. When her stay
came to a close we were all sorry that she was to leave us. The next day she
left us with mixed feelings. I gave her a big box full of mangoes which she
very thankfully took with her. After her departure, I felt life very dull for a few
days. As our school was to begin very soon I decided to get back to my books-
I am now awaiting the next holidays when I would be again inviting my dear

friend.

V. Kamalini,
G.C. E. (0. L.) Prep.

It is not the places we visit, but what we see there that gives

us better understanding. .
& — Old Saying.
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DRIVING A “LANDMASTER™”

V[ Y father is a dealer in * Landmaster” tractors. It is a popular tractor in
~  Ceylon. It is small and light and we can easily manage it. My father has
a show - room at Clock Tower Road, Jaffna. Only one man is employed in our
show - room. He is the man who demonstrates to the customers how the tractor

works.

On Poya days I go tc my father's show - room. I had been very anxious
to drive a tractor. Whenever my father was in Colombo I used to ask the
demonstrator to let me drive it. “If some one should tell your father he would
scold me.” Every time I asked him he used to reply to me in this way. So
I was angry with him. Thereafter I never asked him. One day he told my father
that 1 was trying to drive the tractor. Father scolded me and said, “‘ Hereafter
I mustn’t see even your shadow near the tractor. Your work is to study your
lessons ™.

One day one of our school masters came to our shop to buy a tractor.
That day was a Poya day. So I also went to see the demonstration on his field.
After the demonstration was over my father and the master went somewhere. So
the driver and I were alone in the field. ;

Now this driver was a new employee and was new to the tractor. I asked
the driver, “Will you let me drive the tractor a short distance? I am quite
expert at the job.” He first refused. When I begged a second time he allowed
me to drive it. I climbed up and sat on the driving seat and started the tractor.
Then I drove for some distance. I was driving it fast so I couldn't control it.
Suddenly it ran over a bund and I was thrown out from the seat. The tractor
ran some distance and stopped. Nothing was damaged on the tractor. Only I
was slightly injured. I had narrowly escaped. Then the driver came running to
the spot.

When be came to the spot he first looked at the tractor to see whether
it was damaged, because he was afraid of his master. Then he took the tractor
and parked it at a suitable place.

I have never attempted to drive a tracter since that day. Father was right
when he warned me.

N. V. Ravendradeva,
G.C. E. Prep. Arts A.
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AT KEERIMALAI ON A POYA DAY

LAsT Poya day was one of the happiest days of my life. On the previous day
a friend of mine had invited me to join a party on a picnic to Keerimalai
and I was very glad to accept his invitation. Early that morning we met together
at the Jaffna bus-stand and left by bus. During the journey I was picturing to
myself the sights at Keerimalai with its beautiful beach. Soon we arrived at Keerimalai.

The sea was calm and the azure-blue wave lashed gently against the sandy
beach. In a moment, we jumped out of the busand were swimming and splashing
water with our hands and legs. 1 had never swum in the sea before and it filled
my heart with joy. I would have liked to spend all my time in the sea but in
a few hours, I grew very tired. I lay down on the edge of the beach. AsT lay
there, the waves gently rolled over me. We spent a few minutes collecting the shells.

Soon it was two O’clock and we felt hungry and tired. So we sat down
on the sand and took our lunch which we had brought from our homes. Then
we spent our time chatting among ourselves and walking up and down the beach.
Soon it was six O’clock and we decided to go back, but I told my friends to
stay until seven O’clock and get a view of Keerimalai at night. So we stopped
a while. It was more beautiful and pleasant at night than during the day. There
was perfect stillness except for the noise made by the waves. The sound of the
waves is as sweet as music. Seven O’clock and we had to leave Keerimalai.
So we got into a bus and returned home.

S. Wignarajah,
-Gy E.

G (0. L.) Prep.

HAPUTALE

" went to Haputale during the last holidays. I took train at the Jaffna Station.

I went along with my uncle. We got down at the Polgawela Station and took
the up country train. As we left Polgawela the train began to climb slowly. The
train went round the hills. I peeped through the window and saw the tea estates
on all sides.

I got down at Haputale Station and went to my uncle’s place. On the way
I saw the Deyaluma water fall. Water fell from a great height. In the evening
uncle took me to the Haputale tea factory. We went round and saw how tea
was made. Then we went to a rubber factory and®saw how rubber was rolled.
I saw many coco trees on either side of the road. Indian labourers were all over
the place. [ saw them working hard. Everywhere we saw bright green and fresh
vegetation. How very different Haputale was from Jaffna!

B. Sivakumaran,
J. S. C. (4)
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Life ot Vaidyeshwara . . .
- THE SAME RULE FOR ALL

WHEN we went on the tour during the April vacation, we found on the first

day students taking their own time in getting ready. Our appeals and
warnings were of no use. We were delayed again and again. There was an
ultimatum. At Kandy, some students and a philosophic and absent - minded master
did not turn up at the scheduled time. We left them behind and they had to
catch us up in another vehicle. There was no problem after that. Everybody
was ready in or before time. '

S. Nadarajah,
G.C.E. (A. L) Arts.

- THE PRICE OF PERFECTION

SOME of the students were digging a jumping pit near our water tank. = We

had dug sufficienfly deep and ‘thrown out the sharp = stones ete. Somebody
now hit against an old iron rod lying buried there. The master in charge directed
that we turn the ead of the rod back into the soil and’ leave it alone. Another
master who insists on perfection happened to pass that way. He said, *“If you
do a thing, you must do it well. Dig it out”. A strong boy raised the mammoty
high and struck. There was a spurt of water. A water-pipe nearby had been hit,
We had to rush to a pipe repairer bafore the Principal or anybody else came to
know of the damage we had caused. It cost us only a small sum to put a patch
and repair the pipe but what a great deal more in nervous tension.  Very high
is the price of perfection, 3

M. Thayanithi,
G.C.E,*(A. L. Sc.

®
THE NEED FOR BIG MOUSTACHES OR BEARDS

HE new master came and sat in the  science laboratory. He was young and
boyish in appearance. - The lab - boy looked at him hard. The master continued

to read a magazine quite unperturbed. ““Get out from here " shouted the Iab - boy.
The master got the shock of his life. “ Don’t you know no student can be here
during free periods.”  The master had to explain. If he had sported a big moustache

or professorial beard, he wouldn’'t have been put to this inconvenience.

R. Chandrasegaram,
GreLE, (A, L) Sc.
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Mr. Alfred Duraiappah M. P. declared open the Eastern Block
on 22-11-64

The Indian High Commissioner
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T. SEENIVASAGAM
AS
TEACHER
SOCIAL - WORKER

BY

K. NESIAH ESQ., M. A. DIP-ED.

EAN Floud would assign to the modern teacher the special role
of teacher — social-worker. In the revolutionary conditions of
today, teachers need to understand the social dimensions of their
work, the social determinants of the educability of their pupils, the
hidden social tensions of the learning situation in contemporary
schools. Vinoba Bhave envisages an even more dynamic, prophetic
role for teachers. His call to them is to go outside their schools
and create the model of the future society in the village. '

One would say that teachers should be involved in social
work in order that they may be effective in the class room. Para-
doxical as it may sound, the teacher who is engrossed in just his
class work may be no more than a stagnant pool; on the other
hand, the teacher who is an inspired social leader will be a fresh
flowing stream from which his pupils will drink deep. Not the least
gain to the latter is that he finds personal satisfaction and self-
fulfilment in his calling thus interpreted; no less than his pupils find
their self-fulfilment in their effort.

I dare say that T. Seenivasagam answers with rare appropri-
ateness to this conception of the teacher — social-worker. It was
my privilege to have known him intimately. nearly all his teaching
life: our paths crossed and recrossed each other at several points.
He belongs to that small band of teachers who have so fully
participated in so many activities of the community. Mine is not
an ante-dated cheque; it is the tribute of a fellow-worker who lived
all these years in lively appreciation of his qualities and his work.
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No matter what his other contribution is, a man engaged in
teaching must stand or fall as a teacher. | have never known
Seenivasagam come to attend to ‘other work’ during his teaching
hours; I have never spoken to him on the telephone except during
the ten minutes’ interval. No wonder that the community round
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya recognizes him (along with his Principa]
and Vice-Principal ) as one of the three builders of that school as
she is today.

The teacher dedicated to his calling has also obligations to
his fellow teachers. I look back with pride and pleasure to the
quarter century in which I was actively connected with the organized
teaching profession. During much of this period Seenivasagain too
was active in that body. 1 particularly recall the time when he
was General Secretary of the Northern Province Teachers’ Association
and ever eager to co-operate in giving expression to the noble ideas
in which we found succour.

The Co-operative Movement was another field in  which we
found ourselves working together. When I moved out of Jaffna at
the end of May 1945 and laid down my office as the first President
of what is now the Jaffna MPCS Union, I left word with my
successor in office to give the key responsibility to Seenivasagam
if all was to be well with the Union! When I returned here after
a sojourn of eighteen years and six months I found him still in
the Union’s Committee and in manyv other co-operative enterprises
Just as before. I found him also editing a new co-operative Tamil
monthly @&®w Zuw. When [ was called upon to edit the bilingual
sister publication of the N. D. Co-operative Federation, the Co-operator,
I enlisted him on the Editorial Board; it is his pen that helped
to put across so eloquently in & LBpa) many of the ideas in my
editorial commentaries of 1965 and 1966.

The ideas we put across may live and bear fruit. It all
depends not only on their being the right ideas but on the sincerity
of our convictions. Undoubtedly the urge to service and the sweet-
ness of temper that we see in Seenivasagam derive from deep
fountains. Generations of his pupils have been influenced for good
by the man behind the teacher. Such a dedicated man will find
an unending posterity in his devoted pupils.
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MR. C. CHELLIAH

(TEACHER, VAIDYESHWARA VIDYALAYA)

C. VYRAMUTHU B. A.

URING the brief span of four years, from 1962 to 1966,

Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya had the singular misfortune of having

to witness the sad spectacle of three of its senior teachers being

snatched away from their midst by the icy hand of death long

before they had completed the psalmist’s three score years and ten
of their earthly existence.

Mr. V. Subramaniam, the Veteran Head of the Primary
Department led the way in December 1962, when after a day’s illness
he breathed his last. Then, in November 1964, Mr. V. Kandiah
who had succeeded him as Head of the Primary Department, followed-
He had come to school as usual, hale and hearty, in the morning,
cycling all the way from Urumpiray; complained of a pain in the
chest during the noon, was sent to the hospital where he was treated
and advised to go home and rest. In the afternoon, he was sent
home in a car, and those of his colleagues who saw him into the
car little suspected that they were seeing him alive for the last
time ; for he passed away a few hours after he had reached home.
Finally, in March 1566, we were to lose Mr. Chelliah almost under

similar circumstances.

Mr. Chelliah, who had been in indifferent health during Fhe
latter part of 1965, began attending school in February 1966, after
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a period of convalescence following his illness in December 1965.
He once again occupied his quiet, cosy corner in the staff-room
and joined in the convivial tete - a - tete during the morning interval
when everybody would be reaching out for the first glass of tea
across the table. But few suspected that it was the last flicker of
the lamp and that we were very soon to miss his congenial company
for ever.

It all came with dramatic suddenness. The first-term examination
was on and one afternoon it was his turn to supervise in one of
the halls. He was there in the hall and after about an hour came
into the staff-room. There, as he reclined, he was seen to be perspiring
profusely. His friends who knew the nature of his ailment lost no
time in taking him to the hospital, where prompt medical attention
was given to him. But in spite of everything that the best of
medical treatment could do, he breathed his last by 10 o’clock that
night. Many of his colleagues at school who were blissfully ignorant
of all that had happened were confounded when on their arrival
at school the next morning, they were told that dear Old Mr.
Chelliah was no more. Tests were postponed, school was declared
closed and students and teachers made their way - some in cars,
Some on bicycles and some by bus - to ‘Luxmipathy’ Anaicottai to
have a last look at their beloved colleague and teacher, as he lay
there as one in deep-repose surrounded by his sorrowing wife and
children.

During his eighteen years at Vaidyeshwara, Mr. Chelliah had
8o endeared himself to one and all alike that there was not one
among his colleagues or his students both past and present who
did not feel a sense of personal loss when he heard of his death.

At school and in the classroom he proved himself a very
effective teacher. A double trained teacher, he was at home in any
class, and in any subject in the middle school. He adopted a very
sympathetic attitude to his students and was always at pains to do
his best for the progress and welfare of every one of his students
and no student ever felt that he was neglected.

He was one who could turn his hand to anything. When
wood-work was introduced as one of the subjects in the curriculum,
he was entrusted with the organisation of the wood-work department.
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How well he did it is a matter of common knowledge. He soon
came to be known as the wood-work master and the work-shop
became his special domain. The success of the Art & Hand-work
Exhibition he helped to organise in connection with the Golden
Jubilee celebration of the College in 1963 bore ample testimony to
the enthusiasm for creative art he evoked among his students.

Outside the class-room; both as Assistant Scout-Master and
as House-Maswer of the Vivekananda House he took a very active
interest in all the extra-curricular activities of the College. The
Annual Inter-House Athletic Sports Meets saw him at his best.
He was then very different from the soft-spoken person moving
about with a slow measured tread. He could then be one with
the students, sharing their boisterous enthusiasm, inspiring them to
put forth their very best, and many a time did the Vivekananda
House under his leadership emerge as champions, trouncing their
near rivals by a last minute spurt. :

The late forties and the early fifties formed a significant
period in the history of the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya. The Main
Hall and most of the other buildings that house the various
laboratories were put up during this period and the Carnival and
the Raffle organised in 1953 to collect the necessary funds for this
expansion programme found Mr. Chelliah giving of his best for the
College. He was always ready to play his part and there was no
function, big or small at school where his handiwork was not evident.
Unobtrusively and unostentatiously he contributed to the success of
almost every function at school during his time.

He had a quick eye to the needs of those around him; he
was par-excellence in looking after the comforts of everyone in his,
company. The one trait in his character which nobody ever failed
to admire but which many of us did not always emulate was his
unfailing habit of always looking after the needs of others before
he thought of himself. This, his readiness to be of service to all,
was a distinctive characteristic of Mr. Chelliah and on that day at
the crematorium when the funeral pyre wag lit and the enveloping
flames began to close in on all that was mortal of Sinnappu Chelliah,
the one thought that was uppermost in the minds of all those
assembled there to pay him their last respects was ‘ Here was a
man who placed service before self ™.

‘Requiescat in pace’
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SRIMATH SWAMI NATARAJANANDAJI
A LIFE OF DEVOTED SERVICE

S. AMBIKAIPAKAN B, A.

s ‘@HE passing away of Swami Natarajanandaji has removed another

~ land ‘mark in the history of the Ramakrishna Mission activities
in Ceylon. = After the passing away of Swami Vipulanandaji, Swami
Natarajanandaji was the General Manager of the Ramakrishna
Mission Schools in Ceylon, except for short periods when he served
at some of the mission centres in South India and Burma.

Though the educational activities of the Ramakrishna Mission
started with the taking over of the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, the
~Eastern Province formed the chief centre of activities. This province
had not had the benefit of the Hindu Renaissance led by Sri la
Sri Arumuga Navalar. What Navalar and the Hindu Board of
Education did for the promotion of Hindu Education in the Northern
Province, Swami Vipulanandaji and the Ramakrishna Mission did
for the Eastern Province.

Before the advent of Swami Vipulanandaji education in the
Eastern Province was chiefly in the hands of Christian Missionaries,
both Catholic and Protestant. The Catholics also ran a number of
orphanages which weaned away a large number of poor and helpless
children from their traditional faith. It was the devoted service of
Swami Vipulanandaji that stemmed the tide of alien influence ; and

)

in this noble task he was ably assisted by Swami Natarajanandaji-

As a close kinsman of Swami Vipulanandaji, Swami Nataraja-
nandaji had come under his influence from his early boyhood.
When Vipulanandaji, as Pandit Mailvaganam, was the Principal of
Manipay Hindu College, Natarajanandaji, then known as Chitham-
parapillai, was a student there.
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After a short period of service in the Irrigation De; . .rtment,

Natarajanandaji decided to become a teacher and to throw his lot
with Vipulanandaji.

As teacher he had seen service at the Trincomalee Hindu
College and at the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya. He had pleasant
memories of his stay at the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya which he has
recounted in his contribution to the Golden Jubilee Number of
“ Vaidyeshwaran ”. This is what he ssys in his Tamil article:

“Jt was in April 1925 that Swami Vipulananda started his
educational activities in Ceylon with his headquarters at Trincomalee.
After 1 had served at the Trincomalee Hindu College for one year,
I was asked by Swami Vipulananda to go to Vaidyeshwara Vidyalayas
Jaffna. It was in 1927 that the Ramakrishna Orphanage was started
in the premises of the Madam at Pirapamkualam Road, Vannarponnai,
which later became the headquarters of the Kala Nilayam. 1 looked
after the Orphanage in addition to my duties as a teacher at the
Vidyalaya. Brahmachari Nambiar (now Swami Nisreyasananda ),
Kalaipulavar Navaratnam, Mr. A. Saravanamuttu ( now retired Inspector
of Schools), Mudaliyar Thiruchittampalam and Mr. C. Mailvaganam
(father of Mr. Srikhanta ) were among the members of the Board
of Management of the Orphanage. Swami Vipulananda visited Jaffna
from time to time from Trincomalee and guided the destinies of
the two institutions. Though my period of service at Jaffna was
very short yet this period stands out in my mind as a golden era.
My close associa .n with the great men I have mentioned above
has left a deep impress on my mind. Some of them are no more;
others are still alive. The passing away of Kalaipulavar Navaratnam
is an irreparable loss to our community. He was deeply interested
in the Vidyalaya; and its development is to a great measure due
to his untiring efforts.”

I came into close contact with him when at the request of
Vipulanandaji I joined the staff .of Shivananda Vidyalaya in 193.4.
Vipulanandaji had by this time shifted the Orphanage s-tar‘ted n
Jaffna to Batticaloa and bhad himself become the Pmncnpal of
Shivananda. In running the Shivananda Vidyalaya and the Orphanage,

5
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he had the able and devoted assistance of Natarajanandaji who
was still a layman. Another person who was of great assistance
was the late Mr. Murugupillai. Those who worked at Shivananda
then had to undergo many difficulties. There were no quarters
either for the Swamis or for the staff. Vipulanandaji and I shared
a portion of the Orphanage dormitory and Natarajanandaji who
was then popularly known as Seeni Master and Mr. Murngupillai
shared a room which in the daytime served as the school office.
Natarajanandaji often used the office table as his bed at night.
The food served was so Spartan that I had to part company with
the rest in a few months and set up a separate establishment. It
is no exaggeration to say that Natarajanandaji had known no
comforts in his life. Even before he took up the robes, he was a
real Sannyasin — ate whatever was given to him and slept at any
place that was available.

At Shivananda, Natarajanandaji taught Arithmetic and Mathe-
matics. Vipulanandaji, though a Science Graduate, taught English
with great success, and I taught History and Tamil. It was an
unequal struggle for Shivananda at that time; but, thanks to the
lead given by Vipulanandaji and the untiring efforts of the staff
and students most of whom were residential, Shivananda produced
excellent results, to the wonder and dismav of the well-established
institutions in the neighbourhood.

Within two years I was transferred to Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
and Natarajanandaji became in course of time the General Manager.
Throughout the period he was General Manager our relationship
was cordial and fruitful. During his regime Vidyalaya became a
Grade I College and none was happier than he.

In addition to his duties as General Manager he had to look
after the three Orphanages for girls and boys. In this connection
he had to collect funds and this was a Herculean task. He
regularly sent out appeals to the devotees of the Mission at the
time of the Deepavali’ for donations to the Orphanage Fund. He
also made collections in kind by visiting fields at harvest time.

The take-over of schools meant a great wrench for him, not
in the physical sense but in the spiritual sense. He and others
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who had gone before him had built up these schools with their
life-blood and his fear was that in the new set-up these schools wo:;(ri
not be able to live up to the ideals of the founders. But -
of this, when the government made the fina) decision, he took it

up in good spirit, and when the vesting of school properties came
about, he acted with grace and magnanimity.

inspite

As regards the Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, 1 remember with
gratitude his last act. Just before the take-over a sum of about
Rs. 15,000 Jay with him to the credit of the Vidyalaya. He decided
to spend this amount on the school and entered into a contract for
putting up the upstair building over the Library. This building
will always remind us of his devotion to the Vidyalaya.

In conclusion, it may well be said that the life of Swamj
Natarajanandaji was an embodiment of the twin ideals of the
Ramakrishna Mission: Renunciation and Service.

This is the gist of all workship to be pure and to do good
to others. He who sees Siva in the poor, in the weak, and in
the diseased, really worships Siva, and if he sees Siva only in
the image, his worship is but preliminary. He who has served
and helped one poor man seeing Siva in him, without thinking
of his caste, or creed or race, or anything, with him Siva is
more pleased than with the man who sees him only in temples.

— Swami Vivekananda.
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VAIDYESHWARA VIDYALAYA
SCIENCE UNION

Report for the Year 1967

Patron : The Principal
Vice Patron:  Mr. S. Panneer Selvam
President : Mas. S. Thanabalasingham

Vice President : Mas. R. Chandrasegaram
Secretary : Mas. M. Bhavananthan
Asst. Secretary : Miss S. Thevasena

Treasurer : Mas. A. Balasubramaniam

I have great pleasure in submitting this report of our union.
The Science Union has been in existence for over a decade and
now it has a record number of membership. Students of
G. C. E.[O. L] and G. C. E. [A. L..] classes are entitled to be members
of this union. With the switch—over to Swabasha as the medium
of instruction in schools, we have begun to conduct the proceedings
of our union in Tamil. This has enabled many members to
actively participate in the fortnightly meetings of the union.

The members participate in debates deliver speeches, and
read essays. Occasionally, wuseful lectures on scientific topics by
eminent authorities in various fields are arranged. Mr. M. S. Jeya-
seelan B. Sc., M. Sc., (D. A. E. O., Secretariat, Jaffna) addressed the
union on the very useful subject, “ Chemistry in the life of a Paddy
‘Plant.”
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We are proud to say that we are one of the' active

ti-
cipants in the Hydro-Biological Survey. parti

Qur other activities are :-

(i) Organizing oratorical and essay competitions. The winners
are awarded prizes in the form of books.

(ii) Monthly Film Shows.

(iii) Organizing tours to places of educational interest.

In the first term, we organized tours to Oddisuddan
and Paranthan Chemical Factory. During the first term vacation,
we organized an educatienal tour covering the Central and Western
provinces. The members benifited greatly by seeing the working
of a few recently opened factories. During the third term, we have
our annual social. This is in fact a great day. We usually invite
an eminent person in the field of Science as our chief guest, and
also invite representatives from sister schools.

All this could not have been possible without the active
co-operation of the members and committee members. The vice-
patron has been always helpful in organizing the various activities
of the union. We are also greatly indebted to our principal who
is also our patron, for giving us all encouragement, valuable help
and financial aid.

M. Bhavanandan

Secretary
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THE ANNUAL INTER-HOUSE ATHLETIC MEET 1967

t is with profdund joy and real pride that I submit the report
of the ‘Annual Inter-House Athletic Meet for the year 1967

under the distinguished patronage of Mr. T. Murugesampillai, a. G. A.
Jaffnra and Mrs. Murugesampillai.

Both teachers and students displayed fine sportmanship and
healthy rivalry. Every litem on the programme was very = keenly
contested. The Marathon race covering a distance of about 6 miles
from Manipay Junction to the College entrance ‘was conducted a
week before the meet.” It was a thrilling event for both the
spectators who were mostly parents of our participants and our
students.. Mast. A. S. Thuraisingam of Nagamuthu House deserves all
praise for winning  this event in  the record time of 23 Mins.
Masters T. Ambikairajan and S. Charachandran were a close second
and third ‘respectively. The successful running of this race during
the early hours of the morning largely depended on the help
_rendered by the police and other officials who acted as umpires
and judges.

The development of our college activities in the field of
sports was clearly indicated by the high standard attained by some
of our athletes this year.. The keeness shown by our students and
the healthy rivalry that existed among the various houses were
commended by one and all who graced the occasion with their
presence at our Inter-House Sports Meet.

The competition was so keen that it could not be decided
which house would get the championship for quite to a long time.
I must express my heartiest congratulations to Vivekananda House

who eventually emerged as champions for the fourth year in
succession.

My congratulations are also extended to the champions :

Boys: L. Nagaratnam (Viv) Senior
M. Thiagarajah (Vip.) Inter
K. Sivapalan (Viv.) Junior
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ATHLETIC MEET

— 1967

Mr. T. Murugesampillai, A. G. A., Jaffna, the chief guest
delivers his address -

Mrs. Murugesampillai distributes the prizes






Girls: T. Varathalaxumy (Shar.)

: Seni
R. Rajanayaky (Shar.) Intel:)r
N. Gowridevi (Shar.) Junior

Our success is due to the enthusiasm, help and encourage

ment given by Mr. S. Kanesan. I thank him for hj
ready support. or his valuable help and

: The distance of our playground from the school is a great
handicap to our athletes and those who take part in various other
games. , I hope the School Authorities will explore all possible means
to provide a playground in close proximity to the College.

This report of mine will not be complete if I fail to'express
my sincere thanks to my friends and other well — wishers of the
college who readily responded to our invitation and acted as
officials to run the meet successfully. Let me also express my
thanks to the members of the staff who willingly co-operated with
me to make the Annual Inter-House Meet a successful one.

May I take this opportunity to thank our patrons for having
graced the function inspite of the numerous engagements they had.

The Results of the Annual Inter-House Sports Meet 1967

House CoLouR PoinTs
1. Vivekananda Yellow 188
2. Sharvananda Orange 115
3. Nagamutu Blue 112
4. Vipulananda Green 102

The relay Championship Cup and the Inter-House Challenge
Cup were both won by] Vivekananda House.

S. Rajadurai -
Prefect of Games
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VISIT OF THE INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER,

DR, BHIMSEN SACHAR TO THE COLLEGE.
PRINCIPAL'S WELCOME ADDRESS

YouRr EXCELLENCY and FRIENDS.

nt gives me great pleasure to welcome your Excellency to this
institution which was under the Ramakrishna Mission till it
was taken over by the State in 1960. The activities of the
Ramakrishna Mission in Ceylon began with the taking over of this
institution in 1917. The connection with the Ramakrishna Mission
for nearly fifty years has left a deep impress on this institution
and it is our hope that the ideals of the Ramakrishna Mission
will continue to inspire us in the future too.

Our relationship with the Indian High Commission has been
close. From the time of the first High Commissioner, Mr. Giri,
almost all the High Commissioners have visited our College. When
we conducted a Festival of Arts in 1953 to raise funds for the
College, the Indian High Commission ran a stall which was very
much appreciated by the people of Jaffna. It gave not only an
:dea of India’s great past but also of the vast strides made by
Modern India in Industrial Development.

The spiritual and cultural ties that exist between India and
Ceylon are so deep-rooted that no mundane considerations can
affect them.  Our people consider a pilgrimage to the Holy
Shrines in India as an indispensable part of their spiritual life and
so we are glad that the present government has made travel
between India and Ceylon easier.

We very much appreciate your gift of books to the Library.
This valuable addition will help us to understand your great
country better. We shall always cherish your gift and your visit
1o us.
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Your life has been dedicated t :
le i : . Service of great causes.
and may your example inspire us all to a life of service, Finall
I thank you for honouring us by your visit. Vs

HIGH COMMISSIONER'S REPLY

His excellency Dr. Sachar in his reply said he was deep]
impressed by the disciplined behaviour of the students. They mis}tr
become strong in body and mind. They should hold aloft before
them as their ideal Swami Vivekananda and fashion their life
after his.

The college had a great tradition. It was therefore
necessary that they should follow in the footsteps of great men like
Swami Vivekananda. Not boys alone but girls too must develop
strong and healthy bodies. Only a sound mind could help them
to build a sound body. Theie were two things he would like to
tell them. Firstly they must have strong faith in God, secondly
they must not lose that faith under any circumstances. Whoever
or whatever may forsake them, God would never forsake them.

Their future well - being was being shaped in college. vThey
must make use of the opportunities provided for them to develop
themselves fully.

There had been strong cultural and friendly relations between
the two countries. They were two entities politically. They should
always be loyal to their own countries. But the loyalty to one’s
country should never stand in the way of their drawing closer in
the cultural and spiritual fields. He would always strive in his
humble way to further their friendship. He was glad to present
a set of books to the college and he was sure they would help
them to understand India better.
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EXAMINATION RESULTS

H. S. C. and University Entrance Examination, 1963

ARTS BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE

Gunanayagam A. Gengatharan T. M.
Nallainathan E.

Shanmugavadivel S.
Sundaralingam M. AGRICULTURE
Thillainadesan S. Arulnandhy V.

G. C. E. (Ordinary Level) Examination, August 1963

Candidates Passing Six Subjects or more

Balasubramaniam K. 13. Thameen M. S.
Gopalakrishnan T. 14. Thaleel A.
Jegathesan T. 15. Tuan Mubarack H.
Muthucumarasamy V. 16. Sundararajah K.

Parameshwaran M.

Pathmanathan I.

Rafeek S. GIRLS :
Ragunathan N. Mohamed Hameetha M. S. A.
Ratnajothi S. Puvaneswary K.

10. Sivalokanathan M. Rupavathy S.

11. Sivagnanakrishnan P. Saraswathy R.

12. Sultan Abdul Cader S. Siththyshapeela S. H.

0% N O S e

Candidates Passing Five Subjects

1. Durairajasingam K. 12. Selvarajah S.

Z. Farook M. S. 13.. Sivasothy S

3. Gunabalendra S. 14. Sothirajan S.

4. Kularajasingam V. 15. Sriskantharajah T.
5. Mohamed Saleem M.

6. Mohamed Razeen M. - GIRLS

7. Mohammathu Mansoor N. M. 1. Chiamaladevi M.
8. Mohamed Razik M. S. A. 2. Sithi Saliha M. P.
9. Sanoon M. M. 3. Sivasakthi A.

10. Selvanayagam N. S. 4. Sithihsanooba S. H.
11. Seyethu Mohamed A. 5. Sountaranayagie S.
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G. C. E. (Ordinary Level) Examination, December

1963

Candidates Passing Six Subjects or more

Ahmed Kabir M. S. L.
Ariyasamy A.
Balasubramaniam K.
Balasubramaniam T.
Balendran N,
Balasaravanapavan B.
Bajaranglal ].
Balachandiran B.
Ganesan K.
Gunabalendran S.

Ganesu R.

Hasanbay A.

Jalal M.

Jegathesan T.

Jegatheesan M.

Jaleel M. S.

Jegathesan G.
Karthikeyan T.
Kularajasingam V.
Manickarajah P.
Mohamed Razeem M. S.
Mururilal M.
Manickasingam M.
Mohamed Muhuthar M. S.
Mohmed Jahan S. M.
Mohamed Saleem M. A. C.
Mohideen Abdul Cader N. M.
Mohamed Kamal M. A. C.

Mohammathu Abdul Cader M. M.

Pathmanathan I.
Pushparajah K.
Parameshwaran M.
Pathmanathan M.
Ratnajothi S.
Ragunathan N.
Rajaratnam N.
Ramanathan P.
Rafeek S.

29,

40.
41.
42.
43,
44,
45,
46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52,
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
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Selvanayagam S.
Sivalingam M.
Savuntharapandiyan T.
Sivaloganathan M.
Sivasothy S.
Sriskantharajah T.
Selvarajah S.
Sivagnakrishnan P.
Sathianarayanan R.
Sanmugasundaram N.
Sinnathamby M.
Samoon M. A.
Sivarajah A.
Shantaram P.
Thoukeethu S.
Tuan Mubarack H.
Thameem M.
Thurairajah T.
Vaithianathan S.
Vijayakanthan V.
Vayitheesvaran S.
Vinayagamoorthy T.
Abdul Razik M. S.
Sundararajah K.
Yogarajah S.

GIRLS

Halitha A. A.
Kamaladevi K.
Krishnaveni T.
Nageswary S.
Neelambikai N.
Nirmala M.
Senthamilselvy K.
Sithi Saliha M. P.
Sithi Raihana A. C.
Sountaranayagie S.



Candidates Passing Five Subjects

1. Abdul Salam S. A. C. 15. Thangavel M.

2. Jeyapalan K. bl 16. Wigneshwaran N.
3. Ledsumanandasivam R. 17. Yogaratnam S.
4, Mohammathu Sahul Hameed M. K.

5. Mahroof Abdul Cader S. A. C. GIRLS

6. Mohamed Saleem A. R. 1. Alagammah N.

7. Mohamed Saleem M. M. 2. Chiamaladevi M.
8. Mohamed Subair M. A. 3. Essa N. M.

9. Mohamed Razik M. S. A. C. 4, Paramaratnam S.
10. Oprakash R.~ 5. Puvaneswary K.
it Razafh M. S. 6. Ranganayaki S.
12. Seyethu Mohamed A. 7. Sivasakthy A.
13. Sivaraman T. 8. Vijaya Kumari V.
14. Sundaralingam V. 9. Zameena M. S.

G. C. E. (Advanced Level) Examination, 1964
Qualified for admission to the University

ARTS
Balakrishnan K. Selvanayagam S.
Nagendran S. Sivapathasundaram N.

Pugendiran N.

Passed in Three Subjects
PHYSICAL SCIENCE

Kumaravadivel R.

ARTS
Kumaravelu A. Ratnarajah S.
Loganathan T. Yogakumaran K.
Razik M. M.
Passed in Three Subjects
SCIENCE
Sambunathan V. Sritharan V.

Srikanthan C.

G. C. E. (Ordinary Level] Examination, August 1964
Candidates Passing Six Subjects or more

1. Ahmed Kabir M. S. 5. Gnanaratnam G.
2. Abdul Salam S. A. C. 6. Hameed N.

3. Balendran N. 7. ‘lalal--M,

4. Balachandiran S, 8. Karthigeyan T.
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Ledsumanandasivam R.
Manikasingam M.
Mohmed Saleem M. A. C.
Nadarajah S.
Pushparajah K.
Rajaratnam N.
Sivaraman T.
Sriskantharajah T.
Shantaram P.

Sultan Abdul Cader S. H.

Candidates Passing

Arumugam R.
Gnanasuntharam N.
Hasanbay A.

Jeyapalan K.
Ketheeswaranathan S.
Mohamed Subair M. A.
Mohamed Abdul Rauf A. M.
Samoon M. A.

Mohamed Razik M. S. A.

G. C. E. (Ordinary Level) Examination December,

19.
20.
21.
22.
al

R

Candidates Passing Six

Ahamed Kabeer M. S. L.
Ambalavanar N.
Balendran N.
Balasubramaniam A.
Balachandran S.
Bavanandan M.
Chandrasegaram R.
Gnanaratnam G.

Igbal A. R.

Jalal M.

Jeyapalan K.

Jeyapalan A.
Manikasingam M.
Mohamed Jaban M. S. M.
Mohamed Ikbal M. L.
Mohamed Saleem M. A. C.
Mohamed Razik M. S. A.
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18.
19.
20.

21

224

23.
24.
25
26.
2%
28.
29.
30.
31.
3%
33.

34,
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Thaiyanantharajah B
Tharmalingam §.
Vijayakanthan V.
Vinayagamoorthy T,
Sundararajah K.

GIRLS
Kamalaleswary A.
Neelambikai N.
Sithi Janocna S. H.

Five Subjects

GIRLS

Jeyamani K.
Mafthcoba M. S.
Nithiananthadevi M.
Paruvathadevi K.
Satkunabaladevi N.
Sountaranayagie S.

1964
Subjects or More

Nadarajah S.
Nithiyarajah K.
Pushparajah K.
Rugunathan E.
Razath A. C.
Ragunathan N.
Sanmuganathan  S.
Shantaram P.
Sivaraman M.
Sivapalan V.
Sivalingam R.
Sivasothy S.
Sivarajah A.
Swaminathan M.
Thaiyanantharajah P.
Thirugnanasambandar K.
Vijayakanthan V.



35. Vinayagamoeorthy . 3. Mafthuha M. S,

36. Muthukrishnan M. 4. Parameswary S.

37. Samoon M. A. 5. Pooledehumiammah K.

38. Sathiyaseelan T. 6. Satkunabaladevyj N,

39. Thillainathan S. 7. Sithi Janoona S B,
8. Sithi Raihana A. C.

GIRLS 9. Shantadevi T.
1. ~Halitha A. M. 10. Thanaledchumy &
2. Maligadevi A. 11. Neelambikai N.

Candidates Passing Five Subjects

1. Arulvel K. 11. Loganathan N,
2. Chandrasegaram K. 12. Mohamed Abdul Rauf A. M.
3. Ledchumanandasivam R.
4. Mohamed Subair M. A. GIRLS
5. Ramachandran S. 1. Alagammah N,
6- Shanmuganathan P. 2. Jeyamani K.
7. Srikumaran M. 3. Kamaladevi K,
8. Sundaralingam V. 4. Muthuledchumy S.
9. Vaitheesparan S. 5. Nagaranjini C.
10. Yogaratnam S. 6. Savithiri R.
G. C. E. Advanced Level Examination, 1965
Qualified for Admission to the University
ARTS
Mohamed Muthuthar M. S. A. Shanmugarajah S.
Mohamed Yusuf M. J. Shanmugasundaram N.
Rajaratnam T. Thurairajah D.
Rasakulaveerasingham T.
ENGINEERING

Mahboob M. A. Sambunathan V.

PHYSICAL SCIENCE
Vaithianathan S,

Pacsed in Three Subjects

ARTS SCIENCE
Abdul Razik M. S. Srikanthan C.
Jegatheesan M. (Diploma Course in Engineering, Katubedde)

Mohamed Jahan M. S, M.
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G. C. E. (Ordinary Level) Examination in August. 1665

Candidates Passing Six Subjects or more

Bhavanandan M.
Chandrasegaram R.
Gnanaratnam G.
Ramachandran S.

Shanmuganathan P.
Shanmuganathan S.
Swaminathan M.
Thillainathan S.

Candidates Passing Five Subjects
Arulvel K.

G. C. E. (Ordinary Level) Examination in December,

1965

Candidates Passing Six Subjects or more

Ramachandran S.
Ratnasabapathy M.
Kathirgamanathan T.
Krishnanathan M.
Mobamed Gazzali M. Y.
Mohamed Jaleel A.
Mohamed Subair M. Y.
laganathan S.

19:
20.

Pasupathirajah K.
Pathmanathan N.
Premachandran R.
Ravindran K.
Sithamparanathan V.
Sethuramasubramaniam T.
Sivagnanasampanthan M.

o
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Shanmuganathan S.
Saravanapavan S.

—

Candidates Passing

Abdul Cader A. M.
Abdul Kayeem A. H.
Arulvel K.
Arumaretnam C.
Balasingam M.

S©o®No

—
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Swaminathan M.
Thiyagarajan M.
Viyayakumar V.

GIRLS

Gouridevi N.
Gunaranjitham V.
Jayanthi K.
Rajaledchumy P.
Ramina A.
Rayeesa A.
Malligadevi A.
Meenalogini V.
Sultan Beebi S. H.
Thevasena S.
Vasanthadevi
Vasanthanayagie A.

Five Subjects

Faleel M. S.
Gananathan K.
Karunamoorthy T.
Monsoor M. M.
Mahuroopu S. A. C.
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11. Mohamed Ikbal M. S, _ 25. Subramaniam . M.
12. Navaneethanathan N. 26. Thillainathan S,
13. Navaratnarasa S. 27. Venkidasalam H.
14. Narendrakumar S. 28. Vaidyesparan S,

15. Nadarajah S. 29. Yogaratnam R,

16. Nazeem M. M. S.

17. Ramanathan N. GIRLS

18. Pathmanaban M.
19. Saleem M. H.

20. Shadmﬁganathan S.
Zb Shanmuganéthan £
2. Sathiakanthan 'S.
23. Sundaram N.

24. Sivapragasam S.

Senthilnayagie E.
Kamalajini K.
Mahadevi A.
Nagaratnam S.
Saraswathydevi K.
Selvamalar T.

RIS S

G. C. E. (Advanced Level) Examination, 1965

Qualified for Admission to the University

ARTS Vinayagamoorthy T.

SCIENCE
ENGINEERING Markandu S.

Passed in Three Subjects

ARTS
Abdul Razik M. S. Sundaralingam N.
Mohamed Jahan M.[S.{M. Nadarajah S.
Pathmanathan M.

SCIENCE Thavarajakulam S. K. V.

G. C. E. (Ordinary Level) Examination, August 1966

Candidates Passing Six Subjects or more

1. Krishnandan M. 7. Sathiakanthan S.

2. Mohamed Gazzali M. Y. ° 8. Sithamparanathan V.

3. Narendrakumar S. 9. Sivagnanasampanthan V.
4. Pathmanathan N. 10. Sundaram N.

5. Premachandran R. 11. Venkatachalam M.

6. Shanmuganathan S.
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Candidates:Pissing Five Subjects:s

Abdul Cader A. M.

GIRLS

Senthilnayaki E,
Sultan Beebi S, H.

B B4 (Ordinary Level) Examination, December 1966

Abdul Cader A. M'"
Ameen S.
Jeyasuriya M.
Kankesapillai T.
Kananathan K.
Kandasamy N.
Kathiramanathan T.
Krishnandan M.
Kanagalingam M.
Lafir M.

Mahsoor M.

Mohamedu Maufsook M.¥B::.

Murugan H.
Nadarasa S.
Nagendrapillai K.
Narendrakumar S.
Navaratnarajah S.
Nithiyanandan P.

Candidates Passing Six Subjects or more :
29. Sivayogasundaram M.
30. Sivapalan A.
31. Somanathan A,
32. Sathikanthan S,
33.  Sathiyamoorthy N
34. Selvanayakam S.
35. Sethuramasubramaniam T.
36. Sideek A.
37. Sriskandanesarajah R.
38. Ravindran S.
39. Tharmarajah A.
40.7. Thdrmarajaly S.
4111. Thavapalasingham N.
42.2. Thiagarajal:’ N.
43.7. Thayanithy:+ M.
44, THeivendram: S.
45.% Yoganathan' K.
46.°. Yogavinayakam M.

Nirmalakumar C.
Olaganathan S.
Padmakanthan S.
Padmanathan N.
Ramanathan N.
Ratnasabapathy M.
Ravindran V.

Shanmuganathan S.>.
Shanmugadas st
Selvarajah ' K.

v 22
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... LédehimytAmmah R.
3. KaileswarirM.
* Kamalahayaki S.

Kamalavathis T.
Rajeswari .K...

.- Sriranjithamalar.Kix.

Vimaladevi P.
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Candidates Passing Five Subjects

Ambihairajan T. 15. Sivalingam T,
Faleel M. S. 16.  Subramaniam R.
Jegatheesan P. 17.  Varatharajan s,
Jeyakumar T. 18. Vijayakumar V.
Mohamedu Cassim Mohideen A.

Mabhalingam K. GIRLS
Manoharan C. 1. Karunavathy S,
Mohamedu Jinnah M. A. 2. Kamalakumari S,
Mohamedu Sultan Abdul Cader S, H. 3. Nithiyaselvam K.
Muruganandam S. 4. Padmadevi K.
Nadarasalingam S, 5. Sandradevi S.
Premachandran T. 6. Thanarani T.
Sabalingam S. 7. Sarojadevi A.
Sathiyamoorthy N.

S. Selvaratnam, Prep. G.C. E (O. L)
won the first prize in the Short Story Competition in Tamil
conducted by the Lanka Sahitiya Academy, 1967.
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10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

3.

16.

17.

18.

. N. Rajanayagam, Proctor o

ACHIEVEMENTS OF OLD BOYvs

C. has been  appo;
the Jaffna Town Division. ppointed Coroner of

M. M. Makbool,
Examination.

K. Kanagaratnam has passed the B, Sc.
obtaining a First Class.

B. A. (Cey.) has been successful at the C, A. S,

(General) Ceylon

B. Sivaloganathan has passed the M. B. B. S. Final Examination. .

S. Yogaratnam has passed the Final Engineer’'s Examination of
the L.umumba Friendship University of Moscow, and has been
selected for appointment at the Ceylon Steel Corporation.

M. M. Howth is Assistant Assessor Income Tax Department,

Colombo.

W. S. Sentilnathan B. A. (Cey.) has passed the Advocate’s Final
Examination and is now in England.

K. Kanagaratnam, B. A. (Cey.) is at the People’s Bank, Mannar.
K. Loganathan, B. Sc. (Cey.) is Chartered Accountant at Steuart
and Co. Ltd. Geo., Colombo. ‘

S. Balasubramaniam, B. Sc. (Cey.) is Chartered Accountant at
Turquand Young and Co.

S. Ratnasabapathy, is President G. C. S. U. Branch, Jaffna.

V. Sathasivam, B. A, M. Litt. C.A.S. is Superintendant of
Examinations, Department of Examinations, Colombo.

S. Thambiayah, B. A. (Cey.) is teacher at Madhya Maha Vidyalaya,
Welimada.

K. Ramasamy, B. A. (Cey.) is teacher at Muslim Vidyalaya,
Badulla.

N. Sri Venkatesan, B. Sc. (Madras) is teacher at St. Anne’s
College, Kurunagala. :

P. Kanagarajah, B. A. (Madras) is teacher at Colombo Hindu
College, Ratmalana.

S. Jambuheswara Sarma, B. Sc. (Cey.) is Actuary, Ceylon :Insur-

ance Corporation. : ]
K. Shanmuganathan is Mechanical Engineer at the Ceylon

Petroleum Corporation, Colombo.

[ Our list is necessarily incomplete. We are taking steps to

bring the list of Old Students ang. their achievements upto date,
in the near future and we solicit their co-operation in the matter.]



M. M. MAKBOOL, B. A, (Cey) C. AS.

Mr. Makbool had his entire secondary education at-
Vaidyeshwara V1dyalaya \Vhlle at college,rhe distin-
guished himself not,, on]y in, studies but also in,
athletlcs and games‘- He., played Football and Crlcket.
for the co}lege He_ belonged  to, the. first batch . of,
Swal;asha studqnt§ to . enter . the . uniyversity. . Though a-
Tamil medium student the proﬁmency he had obtained,
in, English . stood. him_ in, good stead + througheut . his
umver51ty career and at the C. A. S. Examination. He.
got.a Second.: Upper. at.the .General Arts- Final.' Exa-
mination, which is a rare achievement. He has crowned -
his academic career with success at the C,A:S: Ezxa-
mination.  Our congratulations tqo Mr. Mal_\bool whose‘

example we hope will. be followed by yet . many
Othel;.,sf.:
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@ur.Number opens with the life and work of 2 great woman-
saint and educationist of the Ramakrishna Order. Sister Nivedita

(known as Margaret Noble before she joined the Order) has
been singled out for our homage as this happens to be the centenary
year of her birth. The inspiring story has been told with a loving
fervour which can come only from a devout student whose life
has itself been touched and transformed by that of the saint.
Pravrajika Atmaprana (Miss K. M. Munshi in her Purvika Ashrama)
has captured and transmitted to wus in this article something of
the vision of life that has thus moved and moulded her and made
her own life what it is today — a life dedicated to the discovery
of the higher self in us and to the service of all living beings.

* * * *

Time cannot efface the memory of important events and the
visit of the Hon. Minister of Education to our school is one such
occasion. Though two years have lapsed, the day is still fresh in
our minds. We certainly don’t revel in looking backwards — in fact
we insist on everybody looking forward as the surest way to
further progress — but the things said and heard that day are
worth preserving and sought after, for it may be yet many more
years, before we realize the goals set before us that day.

* * * *

Whoever gets wedded to a great ideal becomesa god among
men. There were many, who scoffed at ‘‘the pearl of great price”,
in the form of Free Education offered to us by a former
Minister of Education. The pearl instead of being merely ornamental
has since then, imperceptibly changed our entire social structure
breaking vp completely many stratifications and divisions. The
diversification envisaged and sought to be implemented by the
present Minister of Education is being criticised in certain quarters
as leading education in Ceylon into an abysmal chaotic void
“ between two worlds the one dead and the other powerless to be
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born”. The only alternative to a gradual but steady diversi-
fication, seems to be an intensification of the suffering caused by
widespread unemployment, resulting from an antiquated and un-
realistic pattern of education which will lead, at some point beyond

endurance, to a terrible holocaust — a bloody revolution. It is true
diversification assumes a correct ascertainment of “students’ intelligence
abilities and aptitudes through proper tests before attempting

direction, but even a rough and ready means is to be welcomed
to a pointless postponement till attainment of perfection in these
tests. We are sure the Minister’s efforts will be crowned with
success and he will be able to ensure the true happiness of the
children of our land, by harnessing their intelligence and abilities
to a wide wvariety of congenial enterprises and activities in the
production of wealth, as set forth by him in his speech on
Parents Day, when he exhorted our students to follow the example of
Israel. Educationists will then usher in the Golden Era where
society will get from every man according to his abilities and leave
to politicians to complete the Utopia by giving to every man
according to his needs.
* * * ¥

In the extracts from Sri K. M. Munshi’s address, have been
outlined some of the steps that may be taken to build up in our
schools and colieges those moral and spiritual values without which
education nullifies itself and becomes a mere acquisition of
certain skills. All other skills and abilities have been equated to
so many cyphers and altruism (or moral and spiritual wvalues) to
that integer which gives these cyphers significance.  Altruism has
to be instilled by precept, example and atmosphere. Sri Munshi’s
suggestions demand a close study and earnest trial if we are to
free our society from the fell clutches of indiscipline and disorder
resulting from an education divorced from altruistic values,

- e % *

We regret limitations of space and time have kept out
some good literary productions of our students. We had to sadly

turn away those who offered their work late. We wish them better
luck next time.
* * * *
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_ Our editoﬁal comments have followed the order in which
articles appear in the magazine and the order has been determined
by the precgdence In receipt of contributions. Hence, our mention
of the demise of our beloved Swami Natarajanandai at this
stage.

Swami Natarajanandaji who was a General Manager of our
school, was a living example of a Karma Yogin. We can repay
our debt to him in the only way he would have cared for, by
leading a life of devoted service to our fellow-men. “He who sees
Siva in the poor, in the weak and in the diseased, really worships
Siva.” These words were a favourite quotation of his and this
ideal seems to have been the mainspring which motivated his
noble life.

Members of our staff and others who had the good fortune
to know and move with Mr. C. Chelliah, ever considerate and helpfu.l,
and Mr. Kandiah, conscientious and earnest, (both sometimes carrying
these traits to a fault and much to their own inconvenience) will
for ever treasure their memory and draw inspiration from their
unostentatiously good lives.

We pay our tribute last to the exemplary life of those teachers
who left as through retirement, Mr. T. Seenivasagam, Mrs. Pakkiam
Shanmugarajah (Ammah) and Mr. S. Thuraisingham. We rejoice in
the prayerful hope that they will be granted many wmore years of
useful service and continue to be teachers of not mere means to

livelihoods but of Right Life.

We bid au revoir once again in these columns, to all the
teachers who have gone to give of their loving labour elsewhere-
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even as far as Nigeria. We wish the following teachers all prosperity
and success in the good work, they will be continuing in their new
places - Messers: T. Gopala, V. Ramakrishna, S. Sathiyamoorthy,
T. Paramsothy, Vidvan A. Kanagasabai, V. Paramanathan, C. S. Rasiah,
A. Sabaratnam, V. Thillainathan and S. Tiburtius, Mesdames
V. Mathuralingam, K. Radhakrishnan, A. Sivasubramaniam, T. S. Rajan
and Misses T. Kandiah and K. Senathirajah.

Through the departure of Vidvan Fon. Muthukumaran as
Lecturer, University of Ceylon, Peredeniya, we have been deprived
of the rare literary feasts we were entertained to, by him on many
private and public occasions. ~ Though our students have lost a
great teacher, we are happy in the thought that, through our
Principal’s self - sacrificial act, Vidvan’s learning and scholarship
have been made available to a Jarger and maturer group of students,

Mr. C. Sivapragasapillai, who was lost by us to the Ministry
of Sports last May, was much more than a Physical Instructor.
There was hardly ever a function at school, with which he and
his car were not associated. Having no play-ground or only a
poor substitute for it, the students could not have possibly profited
from him, (in spite of some good performance,) as much as otherwise
they would have by way of sports but they certainly learnt a
great deal of sportsmanship.

* * * *

Dr. Bhimsen Sachar, former Indian High Commissioner in
Ceylon, reminded us on the occasion of his visit to our college
of the eternal verities, the dissemination of a knowledge of which
has been the mission of his country throughout history. ¢ Seek
God with all your strength and spirit for He will never forsake
you. The mutual understanding and integration of the peoples of
this world, is to be achieved not by lack of love or loyalty to
one’s own country but by a better understanding of the spirit of
man.”

We mourn with Dr. Sachar and his family the loss of his
son, but draw consolation in the fact that in the Kuru-shetra of
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* * * %

There has been a reticence in these pages about a great
parting. Till we have lost, we little realize the immensity of
our loss. We are coming to the end of gz great Act in the
great drama of eur school. The two chief dramatis personae, who
have been acting the part of the hero for more than 3 q,uarter
of a century and making the drama so grand and full of meaning,
are about to bid us adieu. Our hearts cry to them. “Why not
tarry a little longer ?” We shall however not attempt to say anything
more about their lives and achievements just yet, as they are still with
us and as they are deserving of a Special Number of our Magazine.

We are sure that for long after our Principal and Vice-Principal
have left the stage, men will continue to exclaim with affection
and regret “ When shall we see the like of them.”

* * * =
We thank all those who have contributed to our Magazine.
Mr. K. Nesiah brings his powerfully analytical mind to bear on

any subject placed before him and his friend and colleague
Mr. Seenivasagam has not escaped this scrutiny.

* * * *

We thank all the schools which sent their Magazines to us.

* #* * *

We thank our Printers who have given of their best to us.

The education which does not help the common mass of people to equip
themselves for the struggle for life, which does not bring out strength of character,
@ spirit of philanthropy, and the courage of a lion — is it worth the name?
Real education is that which enables one to stand on his own legs.

~— Swamt Vivekananda.
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