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Editorial MNotes and dommsnta

£

Three years have elapsed since
the last issue of “The Central.”
And that too appeared three years
after i?s predecessor. In fact, in
the decade during which the College
has been under public ownership,
these two were the only issues of
" the magazine to come out. We
are loth to accept this as just one
more consequence of the state’s
assumption of control of this college.
On the contrary, we hope that it
will be possible in the future to
bring out ‘‘ The Central ” annually
as was the normal practise earlier.

In this connection, it is well

to remind ourselves of the pur-
poses served by a magazine of
this nature. It is the medium

through which the talent of the
young writer in a school finds
public expressior. It is a vital
Jlink between the eschool and its
alumni, a link which now more
than ever before is sorely needed.
It is a report to the community,
which provides the school with its
funds, of the work being done in
the school. Finally, it is a basic
source of material for a future
historian of the school.

: Although this magazine appears
after a lapse of three years, we
c—1

regret that financial considerations
have made a detailed coverage of
the events of those three years an
impossibility.  This magazine is
therefore a record of college acti-
vities during 1971, though an effort
has been made to mention

some
at least of the important events
since the last “issue of * The
Central.”

Naturally enough much has
happened in an8 in connection
with the college during these past
three years. The physical structure
of the college itself has undergone
significant alteration. Innovations
have been introduced into the life
of the school. Many a familiar -
figure on the staff can be seen no
longer in the staff room nor his
upraised voice heard in the class-
room. Death has removed from
the ranks of Old Boys many who
by their lives and achievements
brought honour to the college no
less than to themselves. Reference
will be made in detail to these
changes elsewhere in this magazine.
Here we would just touch upon
them.

The Principal

In June this year, our Prin-
cipal, Mr. E. Sabalingam was
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transferred in a similar capacity
to his old school, Jaffna Hindu
College. Mr. Sabalingam was the
first of a new type of principals
which Central — like all other state
schools ~ is bound to have in in-
creasing numbers as the years roll
on — principals who will not
necessarily be connected to the
college either by ties of religion
to. the former management or as
0ld Boys, as prineipals had usually
been hitherto. Though he thus
hailed from a different background’
Mr. Sabalingam quickly made him-
self at home and the strong impress
of his personality, was felt in every
sphere of college life during the
nearly seven years he was here.
Central will ever be thankful for
his many services, and everyone
will wish him an equally fruitful
and satisfying period of achieve-
ment at his Alma Mater.

We warmly welcome Mr. E. K.
Shanmuganathan, B. A. (Cey.),
Dip. in Ed. (Cey.) as the 37th
Principal of this college. He is
no stranger to us, since he had
already served here as an Assistant
Teacher in 1951 - 52. Moreover
he hails from the “ other place,”
and no Johnian is ever a stranger
to Central. Thus while we con-
gratulate St. John'’s College on
providing Central with its principal,
we are glad too that the ties that
have linked our two institutions

for well nigha century and a half,
are being further strengthened by
Mr. Shanmuganathan’s  appoint-
ment.

Mr. Shanmuganathan is not
only an educationist. He is as
well known in the figld of social
service. Not the least of hi® multi-
farious interests is the Neervely
Community Centre and the creche
attached to it.

Mr. Shanmuganathan comes
to us after a spell as Principal
of the school where he had his
early education — Kopay Christian
College. We wish him a happy
and successful stay with us.

Jaffna Central has been doubly
fortunate in having Mr. Sabalingam
and Mr. Shanmuganathan succes-
sively as principals. The regard
which the government has for their
past services and its confidence in
their future achievements were
amply demonstrated when it num-
bered them both®among the ten
principals it elevated from all over®
the island to the rank of Princi-
pals, Selection Grade. While con-
gratulating them both on this signal
honour, we take pride in the fact
that it was conferred on two suc-
cessive principals of this college.

The Deputy Principal

Mr. N. S. Rathinasingham,
B. A. (Lond.), Eng. Trd. (1st Class)



took over as Deputy Principal in
January this year from Mr. V.V,
Rajaratnam, B. A. (Lond.), Dip. in
Ed. (Cey.). Mr. Rajaratnam, who
had succeeded Mr. S. Mahalingam
in January 1970, has had to retire
prematurely at the end of 1970

under the® new retirement rules.
L ]

Mr. Rathinasingham, also holds
in addition the Teacher Counsellor’s
Certificate. He is an old boy of
Jaffna College, Vaddukoddai and
had his entire education there. He
joined our staff twenty years ago
and has served as Supervisor
Middle School, and Sectional
Head, Technical Education. For
three years in succession he was
elected President of the Teachers’
Circle by the staff, while his active
interest in the problems facing the
profession gained for him the Presi-
dency of the Jaffna Town Teachers,
Association.  Our congratulations
and best wishes on his elevation to
the post of Deputy Principal.

Arumuga Navalgr

All Centralites rejoiced at the
recognition, by the state of the
services rendered to the country by
Arumuga Navalar. The issue of a
five-cent stamp bearing his portrait
* on 29th Otober this year, marks a
general acknowledgement of the
significant part he played in the cul-
tural renaissance during the third
quarter of the 19th century.

3

A special assembly was held
on that day in the Romaine Cooke
Hall at which the services of our
Old Boy to the revival of Saivism,
to the growth of Tamil studies and
to the development of Tamil prose
were recalled. The rest of the day
was declared a school holiday.

In Memoriam

Death took within a space of
six months two of the past prin-
cipals of this college who in their.
differing ways added lustre to its
name. Rev. D. T. Niles, who was
Principal from 1956 to 1962 passed
away on 17th’ July 1970, and Mr.
A. E. Tamber, Principal from 1962
to 1964, on 18th February 1971.

Elsewhere we print tribute to
each of them by a fellow princi-
pal, an Old Boy, and a colleague
on the staff. Sorrow at their un-
expected passing is mingled in our
hearts with joy at having known
them and pride in their services
and achievements. As a symbolic
token of our feelings, it has been
decided to dedicate this issue of
“ The Central ” to their memory.

Old Boys

Our readers will note that this
magazine carries very little news
of our Old Boys. It has not been
due to any want of trying on our
part. The persistence of those
characteristics that are uniquely
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Central’s and the continued pre-
eminence the college has won for
itself during the past century and
a half, depend in no small measure
on the support given it by Old
Boys. This support becomes es-
pecially imperative when the staff,
inevitably, comes to have an over-
whelming preponderence of non-
Centralites — the figures at present

being 58 of a staff of 66. We
would therefore appeal to Old
Boys and their Associations to
maintain the closest links with

their Alma Mater.

Our Contributors _ .

Producing a magazine is no
easy task as anyone engaged in
that business ruefully realises quite
early. This issue of “ The Central”
has been no exception. We there-
fore wish to express our gratitude

-who in their

to our contributors and to all those
several ways have

helped tewards successfully bring-
ing out this magazine. We wish
especially to thank Prof. C. ].
Eliezer for writing for us “ The
Three P’s,” and Messrs S. Maha-
lingam, K. Pooranampiliai, V. V,
Rajaratnam, N. Sabaratnam, A.R.
R. Thambyrajab, and L. K.
Thiagalingam for their tributes to
Rev. D. T. Niles and Mr. A. E.
Tamber. We also thank the Edi-
tor, Ceylon Methedist Church Re-
cord, for allowing us to reproduce
two articles which first appeared
in the ‘ Record.”

Acknowledgements

We acknowledge with thanks
all copies of school and other

magazines sent us these past three
years.
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Education must develop any natural ability a boy possesses.

Education must
possessive types.

produce

creative

rather than acquisitive ande

Education should be for complete livi'ng.

The method should be as far as i
ho possible the method of
The Individual boy must be comsidered. e

Slovenliness is one of the greatest sins.

subject

is pardonable if real interest is shown
Our greatest foes are indifference and lack of th

Failure in an incongenial

in other subjects,
oroughness.

Percy T. Cash
The Central 1926
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THE THREE P’S

BY

Prof. C. J. Eliezer, Ph. D. (Cantab.) D. Sc. (Lond.)

La Trobe University,

In the last two or three years
there has been a noticeable quicken-
ing, in many parts of the world,
of a sense of concern. over the
future of mankind. It is not the
traditional concern over war or
famine or disease. Nor is it like
some short-lived concern causing
seasonal  hysteria —such as the
elections or test matches. The con-
cerns [ am referring to will be with
us for a long time. I refer to them
as the three P’s — Pullution, Plun-
der and Population.

Pollution

Science and technology, while
bringing higher living standards and
greater prosperity, has so shrunk
the world that we are now advised
, to think of our Earth as The Space-

ship Earth. And°®the problems of
pollution and of disposal of waste of
many kinds loom as major hazards.
Hardly a day passes without a refer-
ence to some striking example of
-widespread harm.  Recently we
heard of a number of deaths in
Japan caused by some sea food
gathered from an ocean where, it
was established later, chemical waste

c—-2

Victoria, Australia.

from an industrial concern had been

dislodged.  Again from Sydney
comes a report that oysters in
certain areas have shown concentra-
tions of mercury and are no longer
fit for human consumption. Pollu-
tion is not confined to industrial
developed countries. For example,
Ceylon had to use D. D. T. a good
deal for the eradication of malaria.
But disturbing reports have been in
circulation for some time now on
the harmful effects ot D. D. T. We
are told that non-negligible amounts
of D. D. T. are now distributed in
the tissue of men everywhere. How
extensively this has now spread
across the globe may be discerned
from the fact that even the penguins
in the Antarctic which have never
had any direct contact with this
substance have yet been found to
have absorbed these chemicals.
Suggestions have been made that
chemical = pesticides should be
banned and that biological control
methods should be used. It is
pointed out that there has been a
balance in nature where the wastes
from certain living things are nutri-
ents to others, and that development
of cycles of waste and absorption
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may be more successful than the
continued development of chemicals.

However these arguments have
been in the main inconclusive. In-
dustrial pollution can be prevented,
the necessary technology being either
available now or being readily deve-
lopable. It continues because the
necessary expenditure is not in-
curred. Industry being highly com-
petitive, and one of the objects is to
‘produce goods at the lowest possible
cost, the odds are tipped against
any expenditure on precautions
against pollution being on an ade-
quate scale. The only effective way
- is through interngtional agreement
on standard precautions. It might
well be that this will not be accom-
plished without some form of world
government where fierce interna
tional competition is diminished.

Plunder

As we consider how the pro-
blems of pollution are aggravated by
the ways of modern technological
society, a related question concerns
the wasteful utilisation of the earth’s
resources. IFossil fuels such as oil,
petrol and coal had been stored in
the earth for millions of years
through fortunate circumstances,
and are being prodigiously consumed
today. These fuels and other mine-
ral resources are non-renewable, and
estimates of when the world’s entire
resources would all be used up do

not exceed a few decades. The
hopes that atomic energy would
give the simple answer to the fuel
problem have only been partly rea-
lised. The problems of waste dis-
posal from atomic reactors are still
quite serious. The expectation that
nuclear fusion, as contrasted with
nuclear fission, would be ytilised
soon for fuel purposes has not been
fulfiled. Conservation of the
world’s resources is therefore an
urgent priority for man’s serious
concern in his fight for survival.

Population

The problems of pollution of
the environment and of plunder of
the earth’s resources look even more
startling when one considers the rate
at which the ‘earth’s population is
increasing. A doubling of the
world’s population by about the year
2000 has been regarded as highly
likely, unless the earlier depletion of
resources and the excessive increase
of pollution leads to a reduction in
growth. But assuming that popula-
tion doubles by the year 2000, and
that all countries aspire to the
present standards of living in the
United States, the expected demand
on natural resources in the year
2000 has been calculated to be about
seventy times the corresponding
figure for 1950, Programmes of
family planning take on a sense of
urgency. “Zero population growth"
1S a target that is being advocated in



many quarters. Several cities have
now established societies for work-
ing toward this target. As I write,
there is on my table a letter of
invitation to a meeting at Mel-
bourne to attend the formation of
a new branch of this movement,

This gathering concern about
the three P’s is a welcome sign of
hope, though sometimes it is ex.
pressed in alarming and exagge-
rated terms. And there are some
who blame it all on science and
technology. We have to distinguish
between what science is, and what
man does with science. And man-
kind’s worst enemy is often man
himself.

r §

We need to look at these mat-
ters in  the right perspective. Deg-
pite all the complaints that we do
make, it is a fact that at present
we are generally healthier, live
longer and €njoy a greater degree
of eomfort in life than our grand-
parents. But the possibilities of
self-destruction are also greater. All
passengers on Space-ship Earth
must share a common concern and
move forward to a united life or
there will be no life left at all.

Science, reason and learning
have helped to make man healthy
and wealthy. The challenge now
is whether he can also be wise.

> Cigarette Mathematics

o I am.not

much of a mathematician,”

said the cigarette,

“but I can add to a man’s nervous trouble; I can swubtract from

his physical energy; I can multiply his aches and pains, add
divide his mental forces; I ean take interest from his work,
and déscount his chance for success.”

The Central 1923




Rev. DR.

THE

p. T. NILES

TRIBUTE

BY

Mr. K. Pooranampillai,

Principal, St. John’

The death of the Rev. D. T. Niles,
B. A. (London), D.D. (Chicago), D.D-.
(Serampore), D. Th. (Budapest) leav'es a
void not only in Ceylon, but in Christen-
dom. At the time of his death on the
17th of July 1970, in Vellore in South
India, besides being President of the Ceylon
Methodist Conference, he was Chairman
of the East Asia Christian Conference,
and one of the Presidents of the World
Council of Churches. "Many of us in
Ceylon know that he was a World Church-
man, but few know the details. The list
of events of his life and of his published
works will show how rich was the con-
tribution he made, and that he was indeed
one of the most distinguished Christian
leaders of the century.

“D.T.” as he was popularly known,
was born in a Christian family, long noted
for their close association with the Metho-
dist Church. His father, W. D. Niles,
was an advocate, who was known as
“the Christian gentleman of the Jaffna
Bar.” He was a local preacher and a
m.ember of the Synod, District and Pro-
-vineial, for many years. His grandfather
the Re.v. D. P. Niles, was an outstanding,
figure in his day. When in 1860, Hartley
College, Point Pedro (at that time Wes-
le:yan Mission Central School) was i~n
difficulties and about to be closed
stepped in; and put it on its feet:, a,
He was Head of the School for ::bo t
eight  years, About ten years 3
Jaffna Central College too,

he
ain.

later,
had financial

s College, Jaffna.
difficulties, and was about’ to be closed
down. Again it was D. P. Niles who

came to the rescue. He was fluent in
both English and Tamil, and not only
translated English Hymns into Tamil, but
also cqmposed many Christian lyrics in
Tamil, which are found in the Tamil
Hymn Book. D. T. admired his grand-
father, and he was happy when, like his
grandfather he too was both Superintendent
Minister of Jaffna Circuit, and Principal
of Jaffna Central College (1953 — 61).

As pupil at Jaffna Central College,
he came under the influence of the Missio-
nary Principals — the Revs. Harold i
Bullough, H. Rupert Cornish and Percy
T. Cash. He took an interest in the
work of the SCM and under their guid-
ance did evangelistic work at Allaippiddy.
This early involvement in evangelism pro-
bably gave the direction to his work as
Minister, with its emphasis on Evangelism.
His book ‘““For Today” dedicated to
the Missionaries whq, influenced him.

1S

I first came to know D. T. at the
then University College, where he took
great interest in the work of the SCM.

Padre, ‘‘Gumrgai’’
in Tamil, and his fellow students expected
him to join the Ministry in due coursé
But one day the story got about that
D. T. had gone to the Law College Office
to . register himself as a Law student.
This reached the ears of the Warden ‘?f
his Hostel, Prof. C. Suntheralingam. This

He was known as
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young Don from Oxford whom all his
wards respected, said in his characteristic
style, “ Nonsense, he is cut out to be a
Padre.” When the Warden met D. T.
he said, “ What is this I hear?” When
D.T. said that it was his father’s wish,
and that he was one of a large family,
for whose welfare he too felt responsible,
the Warden is reported to have said,
“God will look after your family.” It
was C.S. Lewis, I think, who said that
God catches some people by the scruff of
their neck and puts them in their place.
D. T., I have no doubt, was one such
person, whom God put into the Ministry
of the Church.

At Bangalore, he had a brilliant career,
and obtained a rare First Class in the
Serampore B. D. Examination. His abi-
lities as organiser, youth worker and
preacher were recognised, and he was given
assignments, both in Ceylon and abroad,
for about ten years. His first assignment
in circuit work was about 1946 in Point
Pedro, when I was Principal at Hartley
College. Many wondered how such a bril-
liant scholar, used to what they called a
roving life, would fit into the quiet life
of a circuit in what may be considered
the back of the beyond. He proved him-
self an admirable Shephered of his flock,
knowing everybody, scluding the young —
their names as well as their problems.
And in spite of the positions he held in
the World® Church, he never lost touch
with the people, great or small, among
whom he worked as Minister. After the
1968 Uppsala Conference of the World
Council of Churches 1 received a letter
from D. T., asking whether the young man.
about whom I had spoken about six
months earlier, was interested in going to
Vellore Medical College. Though he was
President of the W. C. C., he did not for-
get. And in June last year, when he

c-3
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lived in the shadow of death, his last
words with me were about the members
of a broken home. That was the DT, f
know. He never lost the common touch.

Wherever he worked, he emphasised
Christian Giving. He insisted on Tithing,
or reserving 1/10th of our income for
charity, and suggested that Church mem-
bers should give half of their tithe to the
Church, though he conceded that if every
earning Christian gave 3% of his income,
the Church would be well off, and could
finance the Forward Movement in Evan-
gelism. He did not feel embarrassed about
preaching on Giving, because he felt he
was not asking for himself, but he en-
joined Giving as a duty Christians owed
to God, to the Chgrch and to themselves.
The Church ought to do more teaching
about Christian Stewardship, he maintained.

As member of the Governing Boards
of many Schools, Methodist and non-
Methodist, he brought many insights which
would not otherwise have been available
to them. He got through the Synod of
the North Ceylon District a resolution that
the Head of a School, and a competent
Ministerial representative of the Church
should meet once a year, to assess how
far the School was true to its aim of
imparting Christian education. Very often
in our pre-occupation with administrative
detail, we miss the wood for the trees,
In one such session, he told me that even
the condition of the lavatories of the
School should be a matter of concern to
the Head of the School. It was a point
well made, and I took it to heart. Daoes
not a prayer of Ignatius Loyola go some-
thing like this: ‘‘Grant that thy Love
may fill our hearts, that we may count
nothing too little to do for Thee.”

Owing to his deeper understanding of
problems, and his contact with great minds
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outside, D. T. often held views which
were many years ahead of us. Because
of this he was sometimes greatly mis-
understood. About 20 years ago, there
raged a bitter controversy in all Christian
Churches, whether in our Schools we
should teach the non-Christian religions
to our non-Christian pupils. In the Pro-
vincial Synod of 1950, the debate was
long and stormy, and in the voting, all
but three voted against such teaching.
Of the three, two were neutral and one,
D. T., voted for. Many doubted whether
he was a real Christian, and looked as-
kance at him. Ten years later, the reso-
lution to teach was passed. D. T. said
not a word, not even, ‘‘ What did I say?”
He had no mind for such pettiness. He
never nursed any bitterness, but passed
on to the next job in his Master’s Ser-
vice.

From the outset, D. T. had an ecu-
menical vision of the Church. His early
contacts with men like John R. Mott, and
his work in the World Council of Churches,
naturally reinforced his outlook. In every
place he worked, he held Meetings to dis-
cuss the Church Union Schemes, and those
who attended these meetings came to share
his vision. To them, the question is not,
S Skall we unite?” but * How soon can
this be achieved?” The failure of the
Ceylon Methodist Conference at its last
Annual Session (1969) to secure the re-
quisite majority must have been a dis-

appointment, but his faith in the ultimate
realisation was not shaken.

Some of us know that D. T. had
planned to retire in 1968 on completing
sixty years of life, and to settle down in
Geneva and devote himself to the work
of the World Council. His election as
President of our Conference tooke place
and, bowing to the wishes of the Con-
ference, he changed his plans. But we
must remember, that he was not merely
our President, but also Chairman of the
East Asia Christian Conference, and a
President of the World Council of Churches.
He was a World Churchman, and the
proper place to bury him would be Geneva.
But both D. T. and his wife, had deci-
ded, as their friends will tell you, that
they should be buried wherever they
happened to be when they died. He was
receiving medical treatment at Vellore and
he died there and he is buried there. It
is in keeping with his wishes and perhaps
in keeping with his theology about death.
Also Vellore is an appropriate place, be-
cause Christians from various parts of the
World have laboured and labour there.

We thank God for the Rev. D. T.
Niles, his life and hisework, his humility,
his patience, his courage and his vision.
May God give us of His Spirit so that
we too may follow more truly the Master
whom D. T. served so well. e

e
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Mr. A. R. R. Thambyrajah
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On othat sultry South Indian summer
afternoon of July the twentieth, within the
sequestered confines of that diminutive yet
elegant mortuary Chapel of the Christian
Medical College Hospital at Vellore, I
stood in the company of a small group
of men, who wept unashamedly — men
not ordinarily given to an open display
of emotion, men of no mean mental and
physical fibre, men of the Church, strong
men of the laity. These were close friends
of the Rev. Dr. Daniel Thambyrajah Niles,
whose mortal remains lay still and cold
in the simple coffin before them. Seldom,
if ever, are men like these prone to be
So spontaneously and so visibly moved.

A short simple service in that Chapel
marked the commencement of the very
impressive funeral that was accorded to
Dr. Niles, who succumbed to a brief
illness at Vellore on July 17th. Shorn of
the pageantry customarily associated with
supreme stations in Yife, even within the
*Church, all that was «emortal of the Pre-
sident of the World Council of Churches,
the Chairman of the East Asian Chris-
tian Confer®nce the erstwhile Chairman
of the World Student Christian Federa-
tion, the President of the Ceylon Metho-
dist Conference and the Doctor of Divi.
nity of three Universities, lay clad in
simple homely national attire, poignantly
characteristic of the man that D. T. Niles
always was.

I recalled as 1 gazed at that spec-
tacle of undefiled simplicity, the occasion,

not so long ago, of the Civic Reception
to Dr. Niles by the Colombo Municipal
Council. I was prevailed upon to persuade
him to robe himself for this ceremony in
the colourful President cloak of the World
Council of Churches. His terse and deci-
sive rejoinder to me was: ‘‘The World
Council cloak is for the World Council,

not for the Municipal Council!” Accom-
modated on the rostrum that evening,
beside His Worship ,the Mayor, in his
flamboyant ceremonial garb, was the

guest of honour in a plain white cotton
suit and clerical collar! Of very few
men indeed it can truthfully be said that,
having ascended the dizzy and dazzling
heights of their career or calling, and
reached the topmost rung of the ladder,

they had betimes their feet still planted
stoutly on terra firma.
“So you come from where D. T.

comes from ?” is the geographical identifi-
cation and definition for Ceylon that many
a Ceylonese is accosted with in some of
the remote corners of the Christian world,
and a confirmatory nod to that inquiry
instantly establishes an environment of
cordiality and a sense of brotherhood, that
might ordinarily have taken years to cul-
tivate. From his opening address, as a
young Asian evangelist in 1948 in the
Amsterdam Cathedral, during the Inaugu-
ral Session of the World Council of
Churches, to that day in July exactly
twenty years afterwards when he preached
the opening sermon in place of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. at the Fourth Assembly
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in
of the World Counc.il at Up;s:lazsoo
Sweden to a congregation of s;)he it
Christian leaders from all over e
Dr. Niles had gone 2 great T A
put Ceylon on the map of e
dom and to earn for hlS. cm%ntr_\; i
honour and abundant prestige in the ey
of the world at large.

Few men can lay claim to the astound-
stained work that Dr.
On one of
was

ing capacity for su ;
Niles was richly blessed with.
the very rare occasions, when he
induced to talk about himself, sparked off
by a genuinely curious inquiry from me
as to how he did find the time to fulfil
his numerous engagements both at horpe
and abroad, contriving the while to write
his several books, he modestly replied :
“God does not give you any more work
than you can accomplish, in the time He
places at your disposal.” He went on to
elaborate on this statement by saying that
he once kept careful count, during a
particular year, of the number of sermons
he preached, the meetings he attended and
addressed, the committees he presided over
or sat on, the seminars he conducted, the
conferemces in which he took part, the
Bible Studies he led, the discussions he
held, the missions and lecture tours he
undertook, the official interviews he grant.
ed, the pastoral engagements he carried
out and the services he took. The start-
ling statistics that he rattled off from
memory, under each of these categories of
his activity, running into several hundreds
left me confounded with a profound sense
of.personal guilt as to my own steward-
ship of time, which needless to

‘ : say was
In relation to my functional routine, in
sharp relief. Niles, the teacher, the pastor
the. theologian, and above all else, the:,
senior friend, preaches, teaches, and reaches
you more effectively in the course of
ordinary, day to day,

mundane dialogue

and conversation than 2 hundred sermons
from the pulpit can.

The foreboding threat of deatb pro-
vides a visible and unmistaka‘blle insight,
into the depth of a man’s sp{rltual com-
mitment.  The medical verc%lct t}?at a
malignant condition afflicted him, did pot
drive Dr. Niles to the tofal ref%ge of a
hospital room, to the .silent sanctuary of
a sick-bed. He was made of sterner
Christian mettle. For as long as he was
able and even as he underwent radio-
active therapy for cancer, he went on
taking daily Bible Studies in the hospital
for the medical and nursing staff, and
for the students and lecturers of the
Medical College. And when after surgery,
he could no longer speak with ease, he
continued to write additional chapters to
an unfinished book of his entitled ““The
Testament of Faith.” Dr. Niles was a
man of rare and inestimable talent, which
he freely and completely dedicated to the
service of his Master, — literally even unto
his life’s end.

He is no more, although to some.of
us, who have been very close to him, this
is hard to accept and believe even in a
physical sense. But he certainly will
continue to live and ,speak and commune
with us and with generations to come,
through the printed page of his several
books, some of which have been transla-
ted into many languages all over the
world. The imprint of Dr. Niles’ spiritual
stature has also been preserved for us in
the excellent collection of hymns and in
the translations of lyrics, which he had
composed from time to time. Many of
these inspired compositions have already

been published by the FEast Asia Chris-
tian Conference,

It was edifying and fascinating to

watch from close quarters, the technique



of Dr. Niles in solving knotty problems,
his strategy in settling disputes and argu-
ments, his unique capacity for getting
jobs done by gesture, hint or high com-
mand, as the occasion may demand, his

, forthright courage in espousing the right,
however unpopularly, the sincerity of his
purpose, even as he administered a well-
earned rebuke, and his magnanimous Chris-
tian charity ahd forbearance towards his
severest critics.

I bhave often marvelled at his manner
of handling the diverse variety and type
of correspondence that devolved on him
daily and in such bulk. The average
person, engrossed with half the volume of
activity that engaged the attention of
Dr. Niles, would need to have leant
heavily on a sizable secretariat to get
through his work. *I do not keep a
single file” he told me once, and this was
a staggering statement to make indeed to
a one-time public servant like me. I have
wondered ever since how ‘‘that one small
head could carry all he knew!”

Dr. Niles was a man of amazing
vision. Be it for his own little parish
community or for the Church Universal,
he effortlessly planned in the context of
a contemporary situation, placed in the
perspective of somee ten years to come.

e Those who loved tq criticise him, and
who, alas, could but dimly discern the
bud for the bloom yet to be, uncharitably
labelled thiss as scheme, plot and manoeuvre.
Towards such of those as were slow of
heart and those, who were by nature or
design obstructed by blurred vision, he
harboured no invective, bore mnot the
slightest grudge. He had never been
known so much as to murmur or com.

plain, never to contend in defence of
himself,

13

Ilse Friedeberg, a close associate of
Dr. Niles, writing from Geneva soon after
the Thanksgiving Service held here in
memory of Dr. Niles, speaks of the deep
sense of shock felt by the World Council
of Churches at his passing. The letter
goes on tc say: “‘There are many friends
certainly, but not with his vision = and
spiritual power and authority, not with
his extra-ordinary gifts and eternal youth.
For D. T. always remained young.”

“Sixty years is the working life span
of man,” wrote Dr. Niles to his dear
friend, Sevak Selvaratnam of the Christa
Seva Ashram in Jaffna, on the morning
of the latter’s sixtieth birthday. “God
grants thereafter in His Grace, extensions
of an year at a time!” By his own
reckoning, Dr. Niles was granted but a
two-year ‘extension’ efor he was sixty two
at the time of his entry into the King-
dom, which he preached and which he
witnessed by his whole life throughout
the years.

And now to add a personal world.
My own association with Dr. Niles has
been long and close. At Jaffna Central
College, where he received his schooling
and of which he subsequently became one
of a long line of distinguished Principals
he was a student of my father. And
years later there, I was a student of his.
These last seven years have brought us
even closer together. There is a lump
in my throat, as I write, a void in my
heart; I feel like an orphan distressed.
I thank God for the sunshine that was
mine, in the frieudship of Daniel Thamby-
rajah Niles. He did bestride the world
of Christendom like a Colossus and I
warmly rejoice with another of his friends,
Bryan de Kretser in a recent note to the
press, that it certainly was good to have
been alive in D. T’s. day and generation.

c-4



BY

V. V. Raj

Principal,

Formerly Deputy

mysterious Way his

i moves in a .
God The passing away

onders to perform. 2 . _
:)vf the Rev. Daniel Thambyrajah Niles

came as a rude shock to all. It was like
a bolt from the blue. That morn of 17t’h
July 1970 brought the incredible news'that
D. T. Niles was no more. The President
of the Methodist Conference in Ceylon,
the Chairman of the East Asia Christian
Conference, a President of the World
Council of Churchesp an author of so
many books, a live figure of the ecume-
nical movement, a champion of Church
Union, a powerful preacher and a first class
man in Theology, was an old boy of
Jaffna Central, a member of the staff and
later Principal of the college.

D. T. Niles, who strode the world
like a Colossus in Christian Theology for
quarter of a century, is history now.
Never a man did so much and that too
so well in so short a time as he did.
He had outpaced his contemporaries who
often could not understand him, for he
was a man of vision and foresight. I
had the great privilege of knowing hi
and moving closely with him
was  Principal

m
when he
and I a teacher on the

aratnam,
Jaffoa Central College.

staff. Many a time was I drawn into
close contact and sharp conflict with hijg
views. Nevertheless I found in him 2
man of indomitable courage, firm and un-
yielding in his convictions, a man who
put God and first things first and one
who lived beyond his time. He was not
a man of the present age. He lived in
the future and saw clearly what was to
come.

As an old boy of Central, we are
proud that we bhave produced an inter- '
national figure of such great repute. He
was a shephered not only to his’ pastoral
flock at St. Peter’s, Jaffna, or the Metho-
dist Church of Ceylon, but to all Christians
of all denominations in Ceylon. As a
President of the World Council of Churches,
his pasture was the green globe and his
flock the entire Christian and God believing
people of the world. Words cannot ex-
press the man he was. I can only end
my humble tribute with these words:

L)

“Lives of Great Men, all remind us
We can make our lives sublime;
And in passing leave behind us
Footprints on the sands of time.”

I



TRIBUTES

TO A. E. TAMBER

AN EDUCATOR IN THE TRUEST SENSE

BY

N. Sabaratnam,
Principal Emeritus, Jaffna Hindu Callege.

M; mind goes back to my first meeting
with the late A. E. Tamber in the staff
room of the Jaffna Hindu College 26 years
ago. He had come to meet some of his
friends. The company appeared to play
intellectual games and take pleasure in
displaying its wit and knowledge. Tamber
was on top, sending the rest into peals
of laughter. But it didn’t take me long
to discover that he was uncompetitive,
sincere and simple in his dealings with
people. There was no malice and very
little irony in his conversation, only the
mildest and gentlest mockery of the most
innocent kind.

Tamber was an educator in a wider
sense. He showed his colleagues a glimpse
of the fascination to be found in an un-
hampered intellectual approach to things.
To the end he was an educator in the
truest sense. It was his bold breadth of
view that enabled lim by his example to
‘release’ the minds of the inteiligent young
just entering life. He was interested in
SO many subjects that he could talk to
anybody —anybody who was also inter-
ested. And anything he told you had its
own distinction and flavour. His conver-
sation full of simply phrased flashes of
enlightenment was even more ‘catchy.’

Tamber held a unique position in the
teaching world of his day.  He played
many a leading role — persuasive speaker,
proficient writer, skilled negotiater and

successful bridge builder. He was eminent-
in all these roles combining an acate
searching intelligence with his urbanity of”
manners. There were very few in the
A.C.U.T. who could reach his stature.
Like the pied piper, he could get round
a whole hostile audience to his way of
thinking. To vary the words of Winston
Churchill, “ Never had so many been so
completely at the mercy of one man.”
L

Discernible in the depth of his being
was a religious strain. It must be re-
membered that his was not an easy life.
But he took his many ailments in his
stride as well as with humour. Though
scientific in outlook, his mind was not
materialistic. He had a profound sense
of some spiritual reality, not to be appre-
hended by*the sense as was clearly - evi-
denced by his inner attachment to the
Yoga Swamigal. This gave him the for-
titude to stand many a setback in life.

What was Tamber’s philosophy of

life? His ideal seemed to be that of a
man who was complete and balanced
though this was not easily attainable.

And the only absolute, man can ever re-
ally know is the absolute of perfect bal-
ance — the absoluteness of perfect relativity.
This stood him in good stead in solvipg
intricate problems that affected individuals
as well as groups. To specify one parti-
cular instance — in the gaining of enhanced
pension for teachers and in piloting a
feasible scheme for Widows and Orphans™
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Pension he used his knowledge of the

ways of the government and the attitude
of the Teachers’ Unions to the best ad-
vantage of ‘those to be benefited.

>

Perhaps the most puzzling aspect of

his personality. was his open mindedness —
the key to his personal magnetism. No
doubt he spoke and wrote wittily and
forcefully. But it was by the impercep-
tible power of his captivating personality

that he was able to reconcile the irre-
concilables and achieve the absoluteness
of perfect relativity., ‘That is why his

- conversation was a gentle, leisurely, witty,
humorous and imaginative mental odyssey.
That is why he was npever angry, not
even surprised at the follies of people-
It was impossible to quarrel with him.
Any waves of ill-natured spite or temper
broke up at once ';vhen they met the

............

very refractory matter.

master, "’

shore of his mental flexibility and com-
plete unselfishness.

There have been
women whom I am proud of having known
and grateful to Providence for ‘the privi-

But there have been few who have

many men and

lege.
done so much to so many in widening
understanding as Tamber.  _He will long
be remembered for his many-sided abilities
and for his amazing knowledge of fact
. But above
history of

and appreciation of excellence.
all, he will go down in the
our country’s education as one of the
greatest exponents of the teacher’s cause;
as the many-gifted man who in fair
Weather and foul used his gifts to enrich
éducatxonal statesmanship and keep alight
the sense of responsibility sorely needed

for the profession in its darkest hour.

Science spells victory for intellect over. space and
There is poetry in it all.
patient servant of the intellect whilst

Sience is the
poetry is often its imperious

P. T. Cash
The Central, 1923



TAMBER

A,

LATE






THE TEACHER I KNEW

BY

Dr. K. Thiagalingam

Tamber is synonymous
with Central. The Tamber family contri-
buted a century of dedicated service to
Central.. Mr. A. E. Tamber spent almost
his whole life time in Central serving
Central in various capacities. He joined
as a teacher in 1927, became vice principal
in 1957, and was principal from 1962 to
1964.

The name

Mr. Tamber was well known as a
leader of the teaching profession serving
as President of the All Ceylon Teachers
Union for a number of years. The tea-
ching profession had in Mr. Tamber a
great exponent of its rights and privileges.
He championed the cause of teachers all
throughout his life. He also served on
a number of committees appointed by the
Government to advise the Minister of
Education on edueational matters.

Others have written on different oc-
casions on his various activities as trade
unionist, educational advisor, politician, and
social worker. They are better suited than
I to deal with these aspects of Mr. Tam-
.ber. I will confine myself to writing a
brief note on the Mr." Tamber I knew as
my teacher.

-
Quiet and winsome almost youthful

and jovial, he was always calm, casual
and unpretentious. His kindoess to his
students was well known. He had a

character of deep and subtle charm that
always attracted his students to him. He
Seemed never under pressure. There was
in him, never a moment of rudeness, or
ill-mannered bebaviour, fits of temper,

c-5

shouting at the students or threatening
them, but still something about Mr. Tamber
made the students respect him and obey
him. He always maintained discipline and
commanded deep respect without any effort.
He was an excellent disciplinarian and
administrator.

Mr. Tamber was always available for
advice, counsel and guidance to all stu-
dents. His role as mentor to students
was well known. Many students and past
students sought advice from him when
they were in difficulties. He was a great
democrat and always made the students
learn through their own experience.

His lectures were brief and to the
point. His notes were not voluminous,
in fact so brief that it did not require
much effort to know them well. He had
the art of teaching the essentials of the
subject without taking the students on an
endless round of searching for details.
He knew how to get the maximum re-
sults with the minimum of effort, and he
led his students too into achieving the
best results without unnecessary wastage
of time and energy.

His absent mindedness was well known,
and as students we enjoyed his occasion-
ally forgetting that he had to take our
Physics class and going past our class to
the next class, with the monitor of our
class running behind him to remind him.

He never dictated to the students.
He was a democrat who allowed the stu-
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dents certain rights, but at the same time

a disciplinarian whose sanctions were just.

I had, as a student in the HSC
class, the dubious fortune of moving a
vote of no confidence on the (student)
Junior President of the HSC union at
that time. Moving a vote of no confi-
dence was considered a serious breach of
discipline at that time, and a lot of ex-
citement was caused, and a lot of steam
was let off, and energy spent. Mr. Tam-
ber as Senior President presided over the
meeting and allowed me to move the mo-
tion, and when it was put to the house
we won. However, it turned out to be
a pyrrhic victory, as some of the sup-
porters of the motions were in such high
spirits that they resorted to * undemocratic ”’
methods outside the hall at the end of the
meeting. 5

When we were all hauled up before
the prineipal the next day, Mr. Tamber
saved us by recommending a novel punish-
ment — that we be banned from attending

A TEACHER:

MOHAN : Sir, its

upper
lower is plural.

any further HSC Union meetings for the
rest of the year — which, Mr. Tamber
told us in private, would be a good thing
for many of us as he wanted to make
sure that we got into the University that
We did, and we realised the value
was meted out

year.
of the punishment that

to  us.

To meet Mr. Tambere even after we
had left school and gone intoe various
walks of life was a pleasure. He always
kept track of us, our activities, our failures,
and our success. We always had the
feeling that he was a friend, a guide, and
the respect that we felt for him was spon-
taneous. He had a deep character and
extraordinary charm. His charm consisted
of a combination of gentleness and strength-
He knew no bitterness, no jealousy, no
malice.

To many generations of students the
name of Mr. A. BE. Tamber is synonymous
with all that is best and most lovable in
a teacher.

Boys, is “trousers” singular or plural ?

portion is singular, but the*

N. Ponnampalam
The Central, 1930



TAMBER THE INIMITABLE

BY

S. Mabhalingam,

Formerly Deputy Principal, Jaffna Central College.

I fear lest I should, in paying a tri-
bute of respect and of regard to an emi-
nent man, who has been taken away from
our midst, blur the opinions which he had
expressed upon many burning and contro-
versial issues, which have become part of
history. His life is more relevant to Jaffna
Central College than to any other cause
he had espoused or to any interests he
had avowed.

A.E.T. is gone; the stage in which
he strode like a colossus is barren ; his
passing away has created a void which
cannot be filled. Jaffna Central has suf-
fered a very grievous loss in the death
of one of its most distinguished old boys,
in the death of one of its famous old
teachers and in the death of one of its
most successful principals, who had the
distinction of being called upon to ad-
minister this great Institution after a long
line of missionary principals, and during
a momentous period in the annals of Jaffna
Central and in the history of our land.

Even the greatest of men had tradu-
cers and detracters;e and Tamber master
was  not without his own. During
his tenure of office as Principal, there
were fierc® controversies over his adminis-
trative efficiency. When everything is said
and done about him, one often wonders
how he would be judged by posterity.
The only guide to a man is his consci-
ence; the only shield to his memory is
the rectitude apd sincerity of his actions.
When we are often mocked by the failure
of our hopes and the upsetting of our

calculations, it is with this shield we
march always in the ranks of honour.
Tamber master had this shield and a gui-
ding conscience, however and whatever
the fates may have played.

Success and failure are not the in-
fallible guides to a man’s integrity. It
fell to him, in the greatest hour of his

glory, to be contradicted by events, to
be disappointed in his hopes, and to be
deceived by a cruel fate and wicked men.
The hopes in which he was disappointed,
the wishes in which he was frustrated
and the faith that was abused were among
the most noble and benevolent instincts
of the human heart — the love of peace
and harmony in diversity, the toil for
the good of all, the strife for the honour
and the pursuit of dignity for the teaching
profession.

“waraflsss Qshss o &f) & el el
2 ararth  wrafliss Gamelei o, **
Tamber master’s heart was a temple of
love and forgiveness. He knew more than
anyone else that noone could be perfect
in our world, full of imperfections. He
would often remark, “If a boy who has
been brought to this School to spend the
major part of his day, is condemned for
his faults, where else is he to expect
kindness! If he cannot be corrected, this
school has failed; if he cannot be re-
deemed to be regarded as a human per-
sonality, we teachers have failed in our
social function.” That was the essence
of his being. He had no _rancour or
bitterness even in the midst of trying
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for even the
whose moral

situations, no unkind word,
most unrepentant sinner, in
regeneration he entertained implicit faith.
He was dignified with superiors, suave
and affable with equals, gentle and mag-
nanimous with suberdinates.

The teachers have lost him; the stu-
dents have sustained an irreparable loss;
Jaffna bas lost him; Ceylon has lost a

man of inestimable worth. Whatever else
history may or may not say about him
and his deeds, it will never be doubted
that he acted with perfect sincerity accor-
ding to his lights, and strove to the ut-
most of his capacity and authority, which
were powerful despite his frail being, to
live as much as possible for the good of
others. That alone will stand him in good
stead as far as what is called the verdict
of history is concerned. s

Mr. Tamber is the third generation in his family of teachers

at Jaffna Cestral,

He incarnates the spirit of Central.

Neither I

nor the staff nor the students can be thankful enough for the kindness

of his disposition,
shrewdness of his wisdom.

Dr. D. T Niles' "as
group of profound thinkers

organiser and administrator,
behind the great

Maximi, "

the generosity of his

he is to-day known is one
and eminent
world. He is a unique blend of a preacher,

judgements and the

D.T.N. on A.E. T.
The Central, 1959

of a small
L]

in the Christian
writer, scholar, theologian,

leaders

He has been the life wire and lead®r
Christian movements
He lives to fulfill his old School motto,

of the world in our time.
“In Glorium Dej Optimi

A.E.T. on D. T. N.
The Central, 1968



Sri la Sri Arumuga Navalar and Rev. Dr. Peter Percival

at

Jaffna Central

BY

K. Manickavasagar

- -— Librarian —

Jaffna Central — the Alma Mater of
Sri la Sri Arumuga Navalar — was over-
whelmed with joy to find ome of its
illustrions Old Boys and Teacher, being
honoured and remembered for posterity
by the installation of a Bronze statue in
an aesthetically constructed building, at
his birth place Nallur, followed by a re-
markable conference where homages, felici-
tations and tributes were showered on the
Alumnus — Arumuga Navalar. The joy

was doubled this year when the State
honoured Navalar with the issue of a
commemoration stamp and the entire

country rejoiced at it.

These honours were long overdue.
The first call for a statue to
was given in the year 1915 by T. Ponnam-
balampillai, the brother of one of our
distinguished old boys, T. Chellappapillai.
“For the work he has done for us, he
ought to be canonised and his effigy
*placed along with the sixty-three Saints
in all the temples dedicated to Lord Shiva.
I say this not that his reputation requires
propping up, For, he lives in his work,
and he would do so till time endures...
It was after thirty years of the rule of the
great Viceroy the Marquis of Ripon that the
People of Madras set up a statue in his
honour, Tt cannot therefore be said that
it is too late to do anything similar for
Sri la Sri Navalar to keep his memory
Breen.”1 Therefore, it is but fitting that
in thig memorable and historic year, we

C

Navalar

recall the 14 years Navalar

Jaffna Central.

spent at

Kanthar Arumugam, while obtaining
an advanced knowledge of the Tamil
language and its literature and also a
knowledge of Sanskrit under the illustrious
guidance of Saravanamuttu Pulavar and
Senathiraya Mudaliar, was admitted to the
Jaffna Wesleyan Scheol to continue his
education in  the English medium.
Arumugam joined the school in 1834, at the
age of 12 and continued his studentship till
the age of 18. During this period he
mastered the English language so much
so that his first published writing in
English on *An Optical Query’ in the
Morning Star of 2-9-1841 shows an easy
fluency of style. It so happened that the
inquiring mind of Navalar invited challenge
in his very first press appearance, and
his life story itself contained numerous
challenges both from aliens and from his
own people.

The Wesleyan Missionaries landed in
Ceylon on 29-6-1814, Rev. Lynch and
Rev. Squance ventured to the North,
bought on 1st ' August 1816 the site on
which the next year the Jaffna Wesleyan

English School was founded. From this
humble beginnings the school grew in
strength and in 1834 the Rev. Peter
Percival was appointed to direct the
destinies of this centrally situated insti-
tution which Percival renamed Jaffna



Central School — the forerunner of Jaffna
Central College. The curriculum of. 'the
school was extended to include, in addltllon
to the ordinary branches of education,
Philosophy, Algebra, Geometry, History
and Moral Science. In this school the
type of education Arumugam bad .is
evinced in the statement of Rev. E.J. Robin-
son on 10-4-1847: “ By the higher form
boys, English is spoken with as much
classical propriety as in some of our
superior schools in Britain, and the students
and scholars generally appear to appreciate
their unusual privileges. 2

Rev. Percival who had learnt the rudi-
ments of the Tamil language in England
itself,® arrived in Point Pedro in 1826
and began his missionary activities while
continuing to learn the Tamil Language.
He writes in a letter dated 25-3-1829,
*1 feel little difficulty in preaching in
Tamil. I find equal liberty of speech in
my colloquial intercourse with the people.”4
In 1834 oo the retirement of Rev. James
Roberts, Rev. Percival was appointed to
the District Chairmanship which position
he held until 1851 when he not only had
to relinquish the post but also the Mission
to which he had extended his loyal
services for three decades. Early in 1830,
Percival was sent to Calcutta to institute

a mission there, but the attempt failed
to bring immediate success and after
spending a couple of years he returned

to Jaffna. Hewever, his stay in Calcutta
gave him the acquaintance of Dr. Duff
and the benefits of his educational work
and coofirmed his belief in it
evangelistic agency.

4as an

Rev. Percival, on finding the bilingual
ability  of Arumugam assigned him to
teach Tamil in the higher forms and
English 1n the lower classes according to
the Monitorial System. ( Navalar
adopted the Monitorial System

later
in his

own school and saved the tutor’s remu-
eration.) Thus the bonds of friendship
of Percival and Arumugam, though apart
by age, grew steadily and Percival began
to enrich his knowledge of the Tamil
language with the assistance of Arumugam.,

that during his student
vears at Jaffna Central, Arumugam con-
centrated on his studies dnd didn’'t get
involved in religious controversies. The
Optical Query is proof of this fact. Bat
it was during 1842 — 48, when he was
functioning as cnief assistant translator
of the Bible and as tutor in Tamil to
Percival, that Navalar began to be aware
of the Cbristian attitude of Hindu thought
and symbolism.

It appears

But for the liberal mind of Percival
and his deep interest in learning the
higher texts of the Tamil language, Na-
valar would not have been the chief
assistant in the Bible translation which
offered Navalar an opportunity to learn
and observe the activities of the mission-
aries and which he later adopted item by
item in reviving Saivaism. Although Arnold
Sathasivampillai, Evarts Kanagasabaipillai,
Wyman Cathiravelpillai and Nevins Sitham-
barapillai were consulted, only Arumuga
Navalar had the privilege of being the
chief assistant translgtor thus being en-
abled to stretch across Palk Strait to
South India, the prbfundity and erudition
of the Tamil scholars of Jaffna, and also
for it to be permanently recorded in the
History of Tamil Janguage and literature.

In the first decade of the 19th cen-

tury five different versions of the Tamil
Bible were in use. Therefore attempts
were made to bringout a Union Bible.

The missionaries in Jaftna volunteered to
undertake this task and a Committee of
five missionaries was nominated in 1839.
The next year, began the translation work,
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The Commemorative Stamp issued on 29tk October 1971
in honour of Arumuga Navalar, the initiator of the
revival of Hinduism in nineteenth century Ceylon,
and a leading figure in the renaissance of the Tamil
language. He was a student and later a member of
the Tutorial Staff of Central.






but condition after condition were laid
down by the Societies both in Madras
and England that it was only on 1-7-1842
that the Madras Society sanctioned the
Jaffna Committee to proceed with the work.
Although Rev. Percival was requested in
1845 to devote all his time to the work
of trawslation, it was only from July 1846
that Percival and Navalar began devoting
six hours daily for the translation of the
Bible. The - translation committee met
every eek, decided on the translation of
important words, corrected and revised
each part in the light of the whole and
contributed their distinctive knowledge to
the common pool. The finished parts were
sent, in copies, to Madras. When nearing
completion, three objections were raised
from Madras — first, on the subject, the
other on style and the third on its gram-
mar. This unecessitated Rev. Percival and
Rev. Spaulding, accompanied by Navalar,
proceeding to Madras to make their sub-
missions. After much discussions the ver-
sion was referred to the greatest Tamil
scholar of the day, Mazhavai Maha-
linga Iyer. Iyer had a good knowledge
of English as well.5 Iyer was impressed
with the style of the translation and pro-
claimed it flawless. This verdict of Maha-
linga Iyer placed Arumuga Navalar on a
higher pedestal, gained him many import-
ant contacts in the continent and paved
the way to his securing recognition "in
Tamilnadu culminating in the conferment of
the title “ Navalar” by the Thiruvavadu-
thurai Adeenam.

-

The eminent lexicographer Dr. Miron
Winslow declared that while Fabricius was
deficient in idiom, and Rhenius was too
periphrastic, the Tentative Version adhered
more strictly to the original than Rhenius
and was more idiomatic than Fabricius.®
Rt. Rev. Kulendran, the historian of the
Tamil Bible sums up the Tentative Na-
valar Version as follows: ‘‘One may say
that while the commodity belongs to the
chief translator, the wrapping is contribu-
ted by the assistant. But on the other
hand, it may be pointed out that the
commodity is already in the text, and is
Rot produced by the chief translator. That
both, the chief translator and his assistant

play an important part is obvious. The-
contribution of the assistant need neither
be minimised nor exaggerated. But since-
the wrapping must necessarily be his, it
s obvious that the style Jlargely results.
Ifrom his influence.”? .

Percival paid Navalar £ 3 a month
from 1841 — 48 and it is said that this
was the only renumeration Navalat ever
accepted. By 1847 the Bible translation
work was almost over. Concurrently, K.
Arumugam Chettiar offered a piece of land
to establish a Tamil school. Arumuga
Navalar relinquished the assignment as
chief assistant trauslator and wasted o
time in working for the revival of his
own religion. The revival began on
31-12-1847 with the introduction of a
weekly service and sermon in the Van-
narponnai Sivan temple very similar to
that of the missionaries. These events.
were a turning point not only in the reli-
gious life of the Hindus but also in the
missionary history of Jaffna. As T. Pon-
nambalampillai puts it, ‘“He ( Navalar)
was their stumbling block. But for him,
their course would have been smooth. He
appeared on the scene at a critical period
in the history of Saivaism in Ceylon, nay,
in Southern India.”®

From 1848 for two years Navalar
had organised an informal school in the
verandah of his dwelling house and when-
ever he was free from translation work
he had taught there. While Navalar was.
at Jaffna Central he observed that the
missionary schools were named after their
missions; hence he named his school, .
Saiva Prakasa Vidyasalai. As Christians
did, he made religious books the texts and

nominated seven of his pupils as tutors
of the seven classes. He simplified the
standard texts, wrote readers, bought a
printing press and made the necessary
texts available to the students. It could
be recalled here that the great minds of
Percival and Navalar agreed that the

development of learning was a ‘must’ as
a tool to develop one’s weligion.?

Not only did Navalar sever his
connections with Jaffna Central, but hew



cause of the severance
with the Mission.
Percival’'s con-

was also an indirect
of Percival's connections
As brought out earlier,

viction was strongly in favour - of edu-
cational work, while Stott, who succeeded
Percival at Point Pedro in 1829 gave

to the policy of evangeliz-
ation through preaching. These two
policies conflicted as early as 1836,
persisted through the years and culminated
in the late 1840s. In 1846 Stott returned
to England. Percival was at pains to
keep the committee in England fully
informed as to his projects. Concurrently,
on completion of the Bible translation,
Navalar began enlightening the Hindus
of the missiopary interpretations of
Hinduism. Percival was criticized
severely for having accomodated Navalar
all these years. According to T. Thanan-
jeyarajasingam Navalar didn’t show his
batred to the alien religion until he
severed connections with them.1©

pre-eminence

In 1851 Percival went to England
on furlough, but contrary to expect-
ation, a serious disagreement arose between
him and the Secretary in London. Per-
cival was withdrawn from Ceylon; but
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PRIZE DAY 1971

The Annual
in the Open Air Stage.

Prize Giving of the college was held on 14th October
After Hindu and Christian prayers, a song of wel-

come to the Chief Guests, Mr. M. Sri Kantha, formerly Permanent Secretary,

Ministry of Lands and Irrigation, and
E. Pasupathy. The Principal,
Principal’s Report for 1971,
Kantha.

Mrs. Sri Kantha, was sung by Miss

Mr. E. K. Shanmuganathan, then read the
and the prizes were distributed by Mrs. Sri
Mr. Sri Kantba then delivered the Prize Day Address.

The function concluded with' a vote of thanks proposed by M. S. S.
Sivgkumar, the Senior Prefect, and seconded by Mr. N. S. Rathinasingham,

the Deputy Principal.

The college Drum and Fife Band played the College

Song at the beginning of the function, and the National Anthem at its close.

Extracts /(wm the .(/D'Linaépa["i

Mr. Sri Kantha, Mrs. Sri Kantha, Ladies

Jaffna Central College has great pleasure
in welcoming you all to our Prize Giving.
We are very much encouraged by your
presence in such large numbers today.

It is indeed a great privilege to have
with us today Mr. and Mrs. Sri Kantha as
our Chief Guests. He needs no introduc-
tion to the Public of Jaffna. Mr. Sri
Kantha is one of our distinguished Old
Boys. Having graduated through the Uni-
versity College, Colombo he entered the
Ceylon Civil Service and held positions
of honour in the Public Service and re-
tired as Permanent Secretary to the Ministry
of Lands and Irrigagion. As G. A,, Jaffna
,we have all known your qualities of the
heart and the head. ®*You were one of
the few brilliant G. A’s that Jaffna has
had. The vast colonization and other
development schemes that you started in
the District when you were G. A. and
later as Permanent Secretary have borne
fruit. Jaffna is reaping the fruits of your
labour. Presently we are well aware of
the social and religious work that you
have undertaken. Your success in Public
life is due to the assistance of Mrs. Sri

-6

Report

and Gentlemen ;

Kantha. We welcome you both to this

important college function today.

Several changes are envisaged in the
field of education next year. The raising
of the age of admission, the new curri-
culum in Grade 6 leading up to the
National Education Certificate Examination
— Grade 9 in 1975, the new University
bill to establish a single University of
Ceylon with 4 campuses and two more
campuses in the North and South are
some of the important changes.

Since 1939 Government after Govern-
ment had been formulating polices to re-
organise the educational set up of this
country but many good schemes bhad to
be shelved due to opposition. The present
Government plans a new era in education.
We should welcome all progressive changes.

Staff

In the course of the year two teachers
retired from the teaching service. Mr.
Victor Rajaratnam after 25 years of Ser-
vice as a teacher, Sectional Head — Tech-
nical Education — and Deputy Principal
retired from service in December 1970,
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He had been the mainstay of our English
Department, the English Editor. of the
College Magazine and a personahty' 'w.ho
has lent a helping hand in all activities
connected with the school. As a teacher
of English he was held in high esteem
by his pupils, and I as one of his past
have always regarded him as a

pupils,
Guru in the true sense of the word. We
miss him very much in the school but

in accordance with the new Government
policy of retirement he had to retire. We
wish him a very happy retired life.

served this

Mr. M. Arunasalam has
school for 19 years as Mathematics and
Arithmetic Teacher. He is one who has
given his best to the school. Both staff
and students enjoyed his company. By

his retirement the school has lost the ser-
vices of an able teacher who has helped
the school in various ways. We wish him
a happy retired life.

During the period under review many
changes took place on the staff. Mr. E.
Sabalingam who had been" Principal from
October 1964 to June'1971 was transferred
as Principal, Jaffna Hindu College. He
had been the architect of many changes
in the school. He reorganised the curri-
culum of the school with a bias towards
the most popular choice of patents ==
Science. In the field of sports he raised
the level of sports to a very high level,
The Commerce Department was reorganised
under his direction. The building pro-
gramme that he started has resulted in a
three storeyed block at a cost of over
2 lakhs. " This is a well planned block
that has all the amenities for the teaching
c.)f A. L. Science classes. Once the block
1s completed it will be a standing monu-

Apgh oy s
ment of his success as Principal of Jaffna
Ccutr.tlj An able administrator, and builder
as he is,

the crowning poiat of his career

as Principal here ig his elevation to the

top most Grade as a Selection Grade
Principal. He very well deserves thig
promotion. Jaffna Central will always re-

member him with gratitude and affection
for all his services to the college. We
wish him well in the new school that he
heads now — Jaffna Hindu College.

Mr. S. S. Vellupillai who was Head
Master of the Primary Section for over
15 years left us on transfer to. Nallur
Practising School as Head Master from
June 1971. He has served the school
ably and was responsible for raising the
standard of the school. In extra curricular
activities he has devoted a good part of .
his time for the good of the school. We
wish him well in his new school.

Mr. C. Kesavarajan, B. Sc. (Ceylon)
one of our able Physics teachers wasg
transferred to Zahira College, Gampola.
He was an assst to our Science Depart-
ment. We had.to lose his services in-
spite of the efforts to retain him here.

Mr. K. Kathiravelu left us after 6%
years of service in the school, on promo-
tion as a Grace 1 Head Master. He
was an asset to our Tamil Department.

Mrs. P. Sabaratnam a Special Science
Trained Teacher * left us on transfer to
Colombo. As a Science Teacher she was
recognised for her efficiency and ability,

Mr. N. Thevepalasingham Special '
Trained English Teacher left us to join
the Training College as a Lecturer.

Mr. K. V. Rasalingam First in Science
(Cevlon) who was in charge of Pure
Mathematics in our G. C. E. A. L. classes
left us at the beginning of this year after
he was selected for the special Maths.
course at Palaly Teacher’s College. He
‘was the mainstay for the teaching of Pure
Mathematics in the A. L. classes.
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M. Sri Kantha Esq., the Chief Guest,
delivers the Prize Day A 'dress
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I thank them all for their

to the College.

services

The following teachers joined the Staff
during the course of this year. Mr. K,
Mahesan B. A. (Ceylon), Mr. V. Uma-
pathisivam B. A. (Madras), Miss P. Chelliah
Commerce Trained, Miss A. Victoria 1st
Class Tamil Trained, Mr. S. Sandrasega-
rarn Special Trained - Handicraft, Mrs. P.
Balasundaram 1st Class Tamil Trained
and Tamil Pundit, Mr. A. M. David Spe-
cial Tgained English and Mrs. L. Selva-
ratnam Secondary T'rained, Maharagama.
We welcome all of them.

In the administration of the college
the Lower School, Grades 1 — 5, is super-
vised by the Acting Head Master Mr. K.
Muthiah. The Middle School is supervised
by Mr. K. Kasivisvanathan. Mr. N. S.
Rathinasingham B. A. (London), English
Trained was appointed Deputy Principal
in succession to Mr. V. V. Rajaratnam
who retired in December 1970. Mr. M.
Paramanantham is in charge of conducting
examinations in the school.

The New Building .

The ground floor and the first floor
have been completed and occupied. The
second floor has still to be completed.
The expenses up to date is Rs. 2,13,853/-.
Another lakh of rupees will be required
to complete the building. Work has already

been started to complete the roof. Steel
trusses are being made. We expect to
complete the buildigg very soon. The lack

of funds has been the chief handicap in
completing the buildeng. We expect to
come to every parent, and-.old boy to
help us complete this new block.

G.C.E. (.O/L) Science Laboratory

Arrangements were made by my pre-
decessor Mr. E. Sabalingam to have a
separate Laboratory for OL students. This
will soon be completed. This new lab,
has become necessary in view of the con-
gestion in the present lab, where AL
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practicals have to be done in several

batches.

In Memoriam

I record with regret the passing away
of a great teacher, Principal, Social and
Religious worker Mr. A. E, Tamber. It
is really the end of an epoch in the
history of Jaffna Central College. He had
been associated with the college as a stu-
dent, Science Master and Principal for
well over half a century. It is no exag-
geration to say that he represented an
epoch in the history of the college. He
was a bridge that created a link between
the Old and New generation of teachers
and administrators. Soft spoken as he was,
he was able to hold his own in any august
assembly. Science education in this school
was well planned under his direction. In
the teachers world he was known through-
out the country. His elevation to the
position of President ACUT is proof enough

of his popularity in the teaching profession.

We convey our sincere sympathies to the
members of his family.

Thanks

I wish to convey my grateful thanks
to the Deputy Principal, Sectional Heads,
Supervisors and members of the tutorial
staff for the co-operation extended to me
in running the school. No Principal can
run a school efficiently without the co-
operation of the tutorial staff. I bhad in
ample measure the unstinted co-operation
of the tutorial staff. My grateful thanks
are due to the clerical and minor staff
of the college for the co-operation -extended
to me in all my work.

I wish to thank all donors of prizes
for the Prize Giving today.

We are very thankful to the Director’
of Education, Northern Region and all his
officers of the Department for their assist-
ance and guidance in all the work con-
nected with the college. Finally, I thank
you all—parents, old boys and well wishers—
for your kind presence here today.




PIONEER OF A NEW ERA

Central has been able to attain great
heights of glory and fame due to the emi-
pent men who guided its destinies at
different times. As one looks back one
can find a Dr. Peter Percival, a lover of
Tamil who later became the head of the
Department of Oriental Languages of the
University of Madras. During recent times,
we had a builder in Rev. C. A. Smith,
a world famous theologian in Dr. D. T.

Niles, a trade-unionist and a liberal in Mr.

A. E. Tamber. All of them have left be-
hind their imprint on the school. Those
distinctive qualities which are peculiarly
Central’s are largely due to Principals.

To this band of great men who have
served Central with distinction belongs
Mr. Eliyathamby Sabalingam. He tock
ever the reins as Principal during a period
of transition when the old order was still
changing and the new order had not got
stabilised. The take-over of schools by
the Government and the consequent as-
sumption by these schools of the status
of state schools brought in many problems
in its wake. The Missionaries served their

church and the school well. Before Mr.
Sabalingam the Principals were directly
or indirectly connected with the school.

A Niles or a Tamber could speak of ties
with the school that extendad for gener-
ations. That, though moving into Central
almost as a ‘stranger’ judged by these
earlier standards, he was able within
seven years to effect substantial and praise-
worthy improvements in the school speaks
volumes of his labour as Principal.

Mr. Sabalingam already had adminis-
trative experience having worked as De-
paty  Principal of his former school.
Communication and decision making are

important facets of

the administrative

machinery. Feelings and opinions must
find expression and the administrator will
have to make his decisions based on all
the information available to him on any
particular issue at any given time. Mr,
Sabalingam was always available to any
member of the staff who wished to express
his or her opinion on any matter relevant
to the working of the school. This un-
impeded and smooth flow of communication
was facilitated by his frequent visits to
the staff-room, whenever he had time, and
sitting with the teachers to discuss pro-

blems and to even exchange jokes as
equals. Sitting on an imaginery pedestal
was not in his make-up. Perhaps this

was due to his close association with the
Trade union movement which made him
view with concern and sympathy the pro-
blems of the Teachers. It is wrong to
judge human Dbeings stripping them of
their humanity.

A school cannot and should not be
a static institution. It has to be dynamic
not only as far as buildings go but in
thought and in action as well, if it isto
fulfil its functions adequately and eftectively,
to the community and to the nation at
large. During his tenure of office as
Principal, great plans were visualised, and

ideas of a Greater Central found expres-
sion in different fields. , Perspective planning ,

is not now confined only to the domain
of economics A Head of school bhas
not only to think and plan fqr a parti-
cular year or even for a few years, but
also project his mind to consider and
cater to the needs of generation still un-
born.  Within his vast plan of a future
must fit his short term plans.

It is comparatively an easy matter to
plan, but the most arduous and difficult



OUR FORMER PRINCIPAL

E. SABALINGAM Eso.,
B. Sc. (Lond.), P. G. T.



FAREWELL TO Mr. E. SABALINGAM

Mr. E. Sabalingam addresses the gathering at the farewell
accorded to him by the College.
Also seen (seated left to right) Mr. N. S. Rathimasingham,
the Deputy Principal, Mr. K. Manickavasagar, the President,
J. C.C. Teachers’ Circle, Mr. E. K. Shanmuganathan, the
new Principal, and Mrs. E. Sabalingam.



part is the execution of the plan. Mr.
Sabalingam planned to build a new block
to house the Staff-room, the A. L. classes,
the Hall and the office. Optimist that
he was, with the initial capital of a few

thousands of rupees, he commenced the
building programm=: and when he left,
over two lakhs had been spent and the

office, the staff and the A. L. classes had
moved ir.xto their new quarters. The roof
was not completed and it is to be com-
pleted soon. He also putupa new block
to accomodate six primary classes and a
separate building to house the Commercial
classes. Cadeting was started during his
time and today it is functioning smoothly.
He also started the College Band. Several
improvements were effected in the Hostel.
The water supply system: was renovated
and new taps were installed. The toilet
system in the Hostel was improved with
the flush

system replacing the inhuman
and long outmoded bucket system. Faci-
lities in the Hostel were provided for

students of all religious denominations to
conduct their prayers. For the Hindus a
new shrine room was built.

The curriculum of a school has neces
sarily to be influenced by the demands
of society. Mr. Sabalingam brought in
innovations. Science education in particular
received his special Attention. The new
*schemes that are nows being implemented
from Grade 6 upwards are very similar to
what is already being done at Central with
the exception of Pre-Vocational Training.
As a teacher of Mathematics he was fully
aware of the dangers of specialisation and
the fear expressed by Dr. (Sir) C. P. Snow
of two cultures and the gulf that separates
them. He made great efforts to see that

One group of students understood the other -

group. Common like
Sports, dramatics, literary activities, Scout-

ing and Cadeting were very carefully encour-

areas of meeting

c~7
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aged. Perhaps he would have experimented
on Inter - disciplinary studies if he had
full freedom to do it. The curricular

offerings at Central are perhaps the best
available in this part of the country. To-
day in addition to the traditional studies
of Science and Arts, Central has a full
fledged Commerce Department right up to
the Advanced Level.

It was under the plan of building
a Greater Central that many new schemes
were launched. A curb wall was built on
one side of the playground and this has
prevented soil erosion and has helped im-
measurably in turfing the hitherto inun-
dated areas. He also initiated the Play-
ground Wall Fund with the assistance of
the O. B. A. The money for the cons-
truction of the wall was obtained from
the collections made at the annual Central
— St. John’s cricket encounter. That the
design of the wall is in consonance with
the adjoining Public Park wall speaks of
his fine aesthetic values. This programme
will find fulfilment within a few years.
His efforts in getting the well-to-do old
boys with philanthropic tendencies to help
the school can bes gauged by the donation
of a score box that he got built on the
playground.

Central’s performance in the * field of

sports has-been always remarkable. He
was directly involved in coaching the
teams, Sspecially. the Soccer teams. Central

won the 1st XI Soccer Championship in
1968 ; and in 1969 in the ‘Big Match®
against St. John’s College it scored a4 deci-
sive innings victory. In Athletics Central

has won Zonal Championships and has
also fared creditably well in the Public
Schools  Meet. The diversity of games

played at Central, namely, Cricket, Soccer,
Hockey, Basketball, Badminton, Table
Tennis, Volley .Ball and Tennis is a fair
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indication of the all-round facilities pro-

vided.

All the changes that he brought about
fitted perfectly nto his great plan of
building a Greater Central. In the life
of an institution like Central, seven years
is no doubt a small period in time, but
considered in terms of plans visualised,
formulated and finally translated iato action
none can deny that they were seven years
of seminal importanee. Mr. Sabalingam
combined in himself the qualities of a
Dreamer, Planner, Builder and Inunovater.
The smooth and efficient functioning of a
Big School like Central, with about two
thousand students and over seventy mem-
bers on the staff is in itself a challenging
proposition. But along with these, he had
to tackle problems that were inherent in
a system that is in a state of change.
A man of lesser calibre and thinner mora]
fibre would have quailed, succumbed and

yielded to frustration and inertia. Mr.
Sabalingam however had the immense
capacity to face all problems, overcome

them and to proceed along the path he
had mapped out for himself with re-doubled
energy. [t is this capacity that made him
plan and convert possibilities into realities.

CHILD TO GRANDMA :
GRANDMA ;

CHILD :

(thoughtfully)

Central has grown always and its growth
will find expression in its personality.

Seven years of instructed and paing
taking work has left his imprint on the
life of Central. His vision of a Greater
Central will have to find fulfilment in
the hands of his successors. His services
to Central are remarkable not only in that
he planned and erected new buildings, not
only in the changes in the curricular and
co-curricular offerings, not only in the
achievements in the field of sports, not
only in' the attitude of his heart which
went out in profound sympathy to those
in trouble, but in the sum total of all
these. He strove to produce students who
were totally integrated personalities, who
could face life’s challenges with a smile
born of sound, broad and firm foundations,
mental and otherwise, laid at Central.
All human beings have their duties to per-
form. All may not be the personification
of what Lord Krishna wanted them to be
“indifferent to fame or censure.” Mr. E.
Sabalingam toiled and worked as hard as
be could — and judged by any standards
his efforts were tremendous and productive.
When he left, his achievements were such
that any person could justly be proud of.

A. Kulendran

“In what colour do fairies dress?"

“In white, my child.”

“What a lot of work for

the washerman! ”

A. Gnanasihamany
The Herald, 1928
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‘MAHA® — MAN AND MENTOR /

In this age of transition and transfers,
twenty-five years’ service to an institution
is indeed noteworthy. And when that
service of a quarter of a century is cha-
racterised by enthusiasm, devotion and
efficiency, it is more ;" it is praiseworthy.
And when that service is counted in a
profession noble in name but niggardly in
the prgmise of promotion or prosperity, it
is even more; it is selfless and superb.

Such is the record, at Jaffna Central
of Mr. S. Mahalingam who joined the
Staff as Assistant Master in 1945 and
has now retired, having served as Deputy
Principal for six years.

To be worth the name the teacher
must first prove himself in the classroom
where opposite the blackboard sits an
‘interview board’ formidable in number,
searching in curiosity and, if disappointed,
caustic in comment. With his wide range
and constant study of subjects extending
from English Language and Literature
through Civics and Government to World
History and Economics, Mr. Mahalingam
was never ‘marked down’ either at an
ordinary or even at an advanced level.
Rather he was ‘marked up’ for the in-
tense earnestness he brought to bear on
all that he taught. Nor was this earnest-
ness confined {o poise and peroration. It
went beyond, to inculcating purpose with-
out which any education becomes aimless
and empty. .

But earnestness,® however intense, can-
not be inspired by time-table, syllabus,
scheme or examination. It can spring only
from sincerity, a quality too ephemeral to
identify and too elusive to measure. In
Mr. Mahalingam’s case it was not so. It
was positively palpable because it took
the form of books. He has all along
been an avid reader. On the principle of
what is good for himself being good for
is students, they too had to be avid
readers. And if the books in the Ccllege

B

library weren’t enough, there were his ownr
books, scores of which he donated to the
Library.

Donating books may appear easy
humanitarianism to the cynic who may
demand of the teacher only what is intel-
lectually difficult. Even there Mr. Maha-
lingam was not just another teacher. He
has written books — text books of real
value to students. One on social studies,
the only one of.its kind, later approved
by the Director of Education, and recently
one on English Grammar, a parting act
of service to the profession he has so
much adorned.

But, for Mr. Mahalingam, services at
Jaffna Central was not limited merely to
reading and teaching and text books. - It
moved beyond the classroom and the
closing bell to some of the extra-curricular
activity for which the College has won

name and fame. He was the founder
President of the Historical Association,
and for fifteen years the Senior Pre-

sident of the H. S. S. Union, an Association
eloquent in debate and ebullient at dinner.

All this may still sound airy nothing
to the hard-headed Jaftna parent who can-
not feel satisfied until he sees rupees and
cents take the form of buildings and blocks.
For him, too, there was our °‘Maha’
ready as ever working round the clock
with Carnival and Film Festival to collect
money for the Building Fund.

In the midst of all this varied acti-
vity, he didn’t forget his colleagues, nor
did they forget him. The Teachers’ Circle
at Jaffra Central owes its name and much
more to him, a service duly recognised by

his election three years running as its
President.
‘Maha’ will always be remembered

by many an Old Boy as the ‘mentor™
who gave his education momentum.

Maniks



Mr. V. V. RAJARATNAM

Mr. V. V. Rajaratnam, a true-blue
model of the School Master of yest.er year,
the like of whom is well nigh extinct to-
day, has also taken his bow from the
scene of Education and passed into -the
ablivion of retirement. DBut while he strode
the stage as a School Master, he was a
friend, philosopher, guide and mentor to
many generations of youth. In short, he
was an Institution in himself.

“ Arrogance, pedantry and dogmatism, &

it has been said, ‘‘are  the diseases of
those who spend their lives directing the
intellects of the young.”” But these were

exactly those infirmities with which Mr.
Rajaratnam was not afflicted. To him,
every child, whatever station .in life or
background he came from, whatever his
I. Q. or level of attainment, was a
genuine article of humanity that had to
be moulded and forged into an integrated
personality. To him, imparting knowledge
alone was not the criterion of an honest
School Master. In life, Christianity was
his springboard, his life’s quest was for truth,
and his students became part of this quest.

English was his forte and as a teacher,
he was a specialist in that line. Being a
self made man himself, he, by his inde-
fatigable efforts and wise counsels, has
guided generations of school boys into
manifold professions. It is indeed a valid
commentary on his genuineness and since.
rity that ‘his old students still seek his
wise counsel long after they have passed
out of the portals of Central. I 'do not
mean that he was of an incomparable, unique
kind. Often he could get impatient and
even lose bis temper. But being the
psvchologist that he was, he would subli:
mate his spleen by merely puffing his
<heeks and come back to earth with smiles
of geniality and good humour. The rod to
him was always a symbol of moral autho-

rity and not an instrument of punish-

ment.

He not only saw through the ways
of children but also the ways of men.
In the staff room, he was always un-
obtrusive and detached. If he was in
animated conversation with any member
of the staff, it was only to solve the other
man’s problem or helping him over a stile.
He possessed the inimitable victue of
striking a happy medium between his
psychology and Christian principles in the
service of his fellow men.

V. V. R., as he is affectionately known
by his friends and colleagues, had been
holding a Grade I Special Post for several
years but it was not his lot to end his
career as the Principal of an Institution.
But as a teacher, he had always been
trusted with administrative responsibility
and during his brief period as Deputy
Principal of the College, he had done
yeoman service to Jaffna Central. As
Business Manager of the College magazine,
“THE CENTRAL,” for several years,
as its Editor for six years, as Patron of
the S. C. M. and as Sectional Head &f
Technical Education he was impeccable
in the discharge of his duties. I can
personally vouch for this fact from the
brief association = I had with him as
EDITOR of the 125th Anniversary Num-
ber of THE CENTRAL in the year 1958
when V. V.. R. was tlme Business Manager.

His like is faseé dying out. Jaffna
Central is the richer for having had such
men within its portals. May bis tribe
increase ! .

“Rest is not quitting

The busy career.

Rest is the fitting

Of self to its sphere:
'Tis the brook's motion,
Clear without strife ;
Fleeing to ocean

After its life.” .

Victor S. Kirupar!;i
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OoUR RETIRED TEACHERS

A. Mathiaparanam Esq.

T. 1. Abraham Esq.
M. Arunasalam Esq.



Mr.

In August last year our school wit-
nessed the retirement of a Senior master
ho had served it for twenty six years.
This Jubilarian joined Jaffna Central in
June 1944. Mr. A. Mathiaparanam be-
longed to the old school of Arts teachers
who bhad the .good fortune of learning the
Western *Classical language Latin. Those
who came into contact with him lately
may not be aware that he taught Latin
here for some time from the time he
joined Central. He taught Tamil along
with Latin in the H. S. C. and S.S. C.

classes.

His work was not confined to the
Early in 1945 when there
were only seventeen teachers here he served
as the Secretary of the Teachers’ Circle.
He was in charge of the Percival House

classroom alone.

for more than five years. He was the
Senior President of the S.C.M. and
taught Christianity for a long time. As
the Warden of the Hostel (Rigg Hall)

he supervised the working of the hostel
and paid adequate attention to the studies
of the boarders. He was the President
of the Teachers’ Circle in 1959,

To qualify further as a teacher he
underwent the Post Graduate Training at
‘Maharagama. He gave the benefit of his
'training’ lavishly to his pupils. For many
years he was the Head of the Depart-
ment of Tamil here. He prepared his
work methodically,. Many students are
said to neglect the Tamil class. Never-
theless his Tamil class was lively, as he
often- cracked jokes.

Whenever he found
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A. MATHIAPARANAM

a student spelling a word wrongly he
would use his fingers on one of the ears
of the student. Such a touch was often
a magic touch as it made the student
correct the spelling at once.

It was a pleasure to talk with him.

He kept the staffroom going with his
interesting conversation. Elderly teachers
were reminded of their ‘good’ old days

when they listened to his rousing remarks.
Young teachers were so delighted at his
interpretations that they were reluctant to
leave the staffroom even at the ringing

of the bell. He was noted for his pun-
ning. His words revealed the ready-wit
of the person. Part of his name is

‘Aparana’ (rather Aabharana ) i.e. orna-
ment or jewel. In the staffroom he attrac-
ted his colleagues like a lovely jewel.

Ten years ago Dr. N. Ethirveera-
singam, the international athlete during his
visit to his Alma Mater said that he had
been moulded while at Central by some
painstaking teachers like Mr. Mathiapara-
nam. We are sure there will be many
others who will bear testimony to the
noble work done by Mr. Mathiaparanam
— a God - fearing teacher. His students
miss him.in the classrooms and his col-
leagues in the staffroom now. However
we are happy that he is in Jaffoa and
that we are able to meet and greet him
at important functions of the school.

We wish him many years of retire-
ment.

S. R. Kumaresan



Mr. T. L

Mr. T. I. Abraham, who like the
vintage oak had weathered many a change
of wind and climate at Jaffna Central
and held his own for two and a half
decades, bowed out gracefully into retire-
ment in October 1969. He richly deserves
his retirement after thirty nine arduous
years in the Profession.

Having spent the twelve initial years
of his teaching career at St. Andrew’s
College, Gampola, he joined the Staff of
Jaffna Central in January 1944, bringing
with bhim not only the wealth of his
pedagogic training and experience in the
classroom but also a heritage of love for
sports, athletics and other extra-curricular
activities. The facets of his personality
are many and early in his career at Cen-
tral, Rev. C. A. Smith the then Principal,
spotted his capabilities, when he appointed
him Supervisor of the Lower School in
1952. He brought about many changes
in this department and discharged his
duties in this capacity very satisfactorily
for 13 years. In 1965 he was further
rewarded for his hard, conscientious work
when he was appointed to the office of
Superviser of the Middle School.

was his
that he
appointed Prefect of Games almost
at the inception of his service at Central.
Having held this office for 25 years till
he retired in 1969, he had become an
institution in the field of sports.  Funec-
tioning in the early years in different
capacities as cricket, tennis, football and
at.hietics coach, he infused the Centralites
with the spirit of sportsmanship, forged
them into shape and contributed not a

little to put Central on the map in the
field of sports,

Next to teaching, sports

passion and it is little wonder
was

ABRAHAM

To his credit lies the successful run-
ning of the Ceylon Schools’ Basket-Ball
Nationals held for the first time in Jaffna
in 1962. He also conducted successfully
the Ceylon Schools’ Hockey Nationals held

for the first time in Jaffna in 1967. Hig
was a crowded life while he strode the
arena of sports. The only reward he

worked for was the gratification of a job
well executed. Sports was his irresistable
love. It is not surprising that he found
the time, despite bis heavy duties at school,

to function as Vice-President, Secretary,
Treasurer of various sports bodies. He
functioned as Hony. Secretary of the
Jaffna Schools’ Sports Association, the

Jaffna Sports Association and the Jaffna
Schools’ Hockey Association each for a
period of three years. He also represented
the Northern Schools and Clubs in most
of the All- Ceylon Sports Bodies in
Colombo.

His daily round of duties, while he
was in harness, was so onerous that a
lesser mortal might have wilted under the
burden. For, his normal working day was
an unusual one, commencing at 8-30 a. m.
and always extending late into the evening.
Whether in the classroom or the playing
field he was never that flashy, flamboyant
type that makes aesuperficial impression.*
He was always that unobtrusive, strong,
silent type that addressed his work with

precision and meticulous cafe. Success
never went to his head, nor did failure
ever daunt his spirit,

In 1959 his merits were recognised,

when Central was yet an Assisted School.
He was appointed to the Grade I Special
Post during the stewardship of Dr. D. T.
Niles. This appointment did not come a
day too soon. It was but a fitting tribute



to his organising ability and to the in-
valuable contribution he had made to the

life of the School. There was’nt any
branch of the Schools’ activities that he
did not take an active part in. His res-

ponsibilities did increase with this appoint-
ment but he was always ready for any
task imposed on him.

Hg was always quiet in disposition
and unruffled by his environment in the
Staff Room. He had the refreshing gift
of minding his own business and involved
himself in others’ affairs only to advice
and counsel. Generations of school boys
have passed through his hands both in

K} .

the classrooms and in the playing fields-
of Central. Well might it be said of some
of them that their successes were won in
the playing fields of Central. Well might
it be said of Mr. Abraham that he was
behind their The loyalty and
affection shown to him by many an old
Centralite bears testimony to this.

destiny.

In retirement he keeps himself as.
Not for
the life of indolence and luxurious ease.
May God bless him with strength and

vitality and many more fruitful years of

busy as he ever was. him is.

service to the Community.

Selvarajah Tambiah

Our Crest and Colours

“The symbol of honour and loyalty, the College Crest and Colours

were introduced in 1901 by Mr. W. R. Cooke.
crest all by himself and painted it in Chocolate and Blue.
inscribed the name of the College — Jaffna Central

arc of the crest was

He designed and made the
On the upper

College — and qon the lower arc the Motto ‘In Gloriam Dei Optims Maximi.’
Two significant emblems, a key symbolising the College as an instrument
that unlocks the doors leading to knowledge and a musical instrument (Guitar)
denoting the Historic Yazl associated with Jaffna (the city founded by the
blind jminstrel who came from India singing to the accompaniment of the
melodious Yazl), were also inscribed in gold on the two upper corners of

the shield at the centre.

A golden orb of the rising sun,

symbolising the

light of learning that radiates from the School, was placed above the Shield.
The beautiful crest, the elegant colours, and the inspiring motto embodying
the most sublime and lofty sentiment, all reflect great credit to Mr. Cooke. "

CENTENARY MEMORIAL EDITION



Mr.

I have been given the privilege of
contributing a short article about Mr M.
Arupnasalam, an unassuming but lirele\§s
and devoted teacher, who has retired after
twenty years of service at Jaffna Central
College. 1 should say that Mr. Aruna-
salam who was appointed here as a teacher
during Rev. C. A. Smith’s regime in 1951,
virtually made Central his second home.

Having first been a student, and
then a colleague of his on the Tutorial
Staff, I am doubly privileged to enume-
rate his merits and achievements in the
field of School activities here. He
an amiable personality and showed
mendous enthusiasm in both curricular and
extra-curricular activities. In fact, he was
an all-rounder whose genial ways and
fatherly disposition attracted all his friends,
colleagues numerous past students
towards him. ]

was
tre-

and

While at Central, Mr. Arunasalam
was a Mathematics teacher — par excel-
lance. He won the admiration of his
students, many of whom had been dubbed
as ‘““Incorrigibles.” By his stern but
understanding ways, he was always suc-
cessful in building up a healthy loyal and

abiding Teacher - Pupil relationship. He
always made it a point to drill into his
students the bare fundamentals of the

subject he taught, and after having built
up a firm and sound foundation, he ven-
tured forth into the building-up process with
the nonchalant ease of a master craftsman.

He produced
Mathematics

excellant results 1In
and Arithmetic in spite of

the fact that he handled the weaker stu-
dents,

M. ARUNASALAM

Amongst his colleagues, he was one
who loved and respected by all.
Being one with a good heart, he afforded
excellent advice to the younger members
of the Staff who were in difficulties.

was

He took a keen interest in all the
extra-curricular activities of the ®chool.
He was the Secretary, and later President
of the Jaffna Central College Co-operative
Thrift and Credit Society Ltd., for more
than a decade and strove hard to improve
the activities yof the Society, gradually
bringing it to its present position. As
Senior House Master of Percival House,
he was afforded the opportunity of training
and moulding the Young Centralites not
only to bring honour and glory to the
School but also prove themselves to be
sportsmenlike in their everyday life. In-
cidentally, his past experience as Prefect
of Games for ten years at St. Mary's
College, Negombo, enabled him in no
small measure to direct the young effici-
ently in the field of Sports. :

Mr. Arunasalam has gone into retire-
ment — away from the hum drum of
School activities. But he has not retired
from all activity. He continues to do
Social work in his vllage, Suthumalai.
As President of the o Co-operative Dairy
Society at -Suthumalai and as Member of
the. Board of Trustees of the Amman
Temple, he is doing yeoman service to
his village. He also takes an active in-
terest in the scientific cultivation of
paddy.

Central salutes Mr. Arunasalam and
shall for ever remember him —a gentle-

man at heart, in word and in deed.

K. Kandasamy



THE JUBILARIANS

Mrs. I. Mathiaparanam Mrs. K. Ariaratnam

Mr. J. M. Selvadurai Mr. A. Rasiah



YRTS MEET 1871

M. S. Sivakumar, Senior Prefect, hoists the Ccllege Flag

Mr. T. 1. Abraham, Retired Prefect of Games,
the Chi2f Guest, addresses the competitors



STUDENTS' SECTION
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The Mahaveli Development Project

In all countries food for the people
is a very big problem. There is always
an increase in population. The govern-
ment must find food for the growing
population. We export tea, rubber and
coconut to other countries and buy rice
and other food articles from other countries
with this money. As the price of tea and
rubber is very much less today in the
world market, we cannot buy enough food
from other countries. We must therefore
grow our own food crops. We want land
and water for this. We have enough of
both these in our country. There is much
land in the northern, eastern and north-
central provinces. There are forests and
jungles too in these provinces and we
can clear them. We also want water,
We do not get rain always. But there
is much rain during the rainy seasons.
At present, this rain water flows into
the sea and it goes waste. The Mahaveli
Ganga is the largest river in Ceylon. It
takes much good water to the sea. We
can stop this.

The government® has decided to build
dams across this river. Then we can

take this water to places where no water
is available. We will get enough water
for the crops and much electric power
too. To do all this we need a lot of
money. We must get help from other
countries or the World Bank. When we
build the dams and canals, we can irrigate
the fields and the farms. We can settle
many families in these lands. Many people
will become farmers and unemployment
will thus be lessened.

We can open many factories and start
new industries too, because we can get
cheap electric power. Many can get jobs
in these factories. We can at the same time
produce many kinds of goods. For exam-
ple, since we grow enough rubber, we
can make many different kinds of rubber
goods and export these to other countries.

The Mabaveli Project is a very good
plan to give jobs and get enough food
for the people. If there is enough food
in the country, people will be healthy
and happy. When this project is com-
pleted, Ceylon will become the granary
of the east once again.

Siva. Karthigesu
Grade 11 ‘B’ Sc.
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Michael

There have been many scientists in
the past. Some of them have been great
inventors and discoverers. One such was
Michael Faraday, the discoverer of electro-
magnetic induction.

Faraday was born in 179} - His par=
ents were very poor. Sometimes Faraday
had only a pound of bread to eat for a
Though he was very poor
he was not worried. His only ambition
was to become a scientist. Having that
in mind, he read many books on Physics
and Chemistry.

whole week.

One day he heard about a meeting

in which a professor of science was to
give a talk on the above subjects. To
attend. that meeting people had to pay
one shilling. Faraday did not have even
that amount of money. So he went to
his brother who was a black-smith and
asked him for a shilling. His brother
willingly gave it to him. He attended
that meeting. From that day onwards he
was a regular listener at scientific meetings.
He took notes of the speeches that were
made.

In the meanwhile, Faraday had begun
to work as a book binder. He bound
together the notes ‘which he had taken at
the lectures, and sent them to Sir Hum-

phrey Davy who was a famous scientist
at that time.

Some days passed and to his surprise
a horse carriage came to his home. The

Faraday

driver gave him an expensive envelope on
which his address was written. He opened
it and saw inside a letter asking him to
apply for the post of a laboratory assistant
at Sir Humphrey’s laboratory. He applied
for it and got the appointment. His work
there was to wash the test tubes aud acid
bottles. His salary was twenty-fise shillings
per week. The laboratory was so dirty
that the present day youths would shun to
But Faraday worked hard
in order to become a

work in it.
with enthusiasm
scientist.

In 1821, he invented the electric motor
and he was so pleased with his success
that he went about dancing in the labor-
atory.

Faraday toured Europe in 1831. Many
people listened to his speeches. While in
Italy, his pastime was to see the moun-
tain Vesuvius emitting vapour. In the
same year he invented the Transformer.

He married Sarah Bernard. After his
marriage, he continued his research getting
a salary of thirty shillings per week with
coal and candles thrown in.

L]

In order to relax from the drudgery
of his work he ofice went to a festival,
where he was selected as a judge of the
best goats competition. ¢

His last days were spent in a palatial
home gifted to him by Queen Victoria.

P. Ganeshamoorthy
Grade 11 ‘B’
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A Chapter Turned

In the wee hours of the
28th May, 1970, the country learnt that
the United Front, led by Mrs. Sirimavo

. Bandaranaike had been victorious in the
General Elections held the day before.
Moreover, it was no mean victory because
the people exercising their right to mark
a cross against the name of the candidate
of theif choice on the ballot paper, had
vested the United Front with the maxi-
mum power a Democratic government
could have. To be precise, the Front had
gained a two-thirds majority in the House
of Representatives and was in a position
to cast a Nelsonian eye on the opposition
if it was so minded. It had now the
power to remould the country’s social, eco-
nomic, political constitutional and adminis-
trative structures in any way it pleased.
But democrats as the United Front's
leaders are, one can expect them to be
aware of the truth of Shakespeare’s lines:

moving of

O! it is excellent

To have a giant’s strength,
but it is tyrannous

To use it like a giant.

Our tiny island in the Indian Ocean
has already experienced many constitutions.
Actually the modern constitutional develop-
ment of Ceylon may be regarded as having
commenced with the British occupation of
the island in 1796.° The Colebrooke —
Cameron Reforms of 1829 and the subse-
quent refgrms of 1910, 1920 and 1924
have all contributed a great deal to laying
the foundation of the now emerging consti-

tution. The later constitutions of Donough-
more and Soulbury have aided in the
creation of the frame work of the new

constitution, To put everything ina nut-
shell: each reform has been taking Ceylon
a step forward towards the goal of a
better deal for all.

_position of the different

The present government is of the
view that the Soulbury constitution is ill —
adapted to cope with the problems of the
seventies. So it has undertaken the task
of drafting a fresh constitution to replace
the one that has become out-dated.

The 14th of June, 1970, saw the
Constituent Assembly of Ceylon meet at
the Navarangahala. It was indeed an
historic occasion. For it was the first
time in the twenty five centuries of the
island’s history that the people, through
their chosen representatives, were going
to grant to themselves a contribution of
their own making. The Minister of Cons-
titutional Affairs — Dr. Colvin R. de Silva,
an authority in law — has been allotted
the task of piloting the new constitution
through the Assembly. He will have the
assistance of a Steering and Subjects
Committee. He will have also the in-
valuable counsel of Dr. N. M. Perera,
who has made a study of constitutions
for which achievement he was awarded
the Doctorate of Science by London Uni-
versity.

As the principles of the new consti-
tution are being formulated many a doughty
battle . has been fought.

Framing a constitution is no easy task.
A constitution is the very life of the
nation. It sets down in writing the com-
organs of the
body politic and their relations to ore
another. Therefore the utmost care must
be taken in drafting it. It has been the
habit for many developing countries to
consult a foreign expert when drawing its
fundamental law. Ceylon too had her
Soulbury Constitution drafted by a distin-
guished British authority on constitutional
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law — the late Sir Ivor Jennings, at t'hflt
time resident in Ceylon as the first vice-
chancellor of the University of Ceylon.
One important argument for such a pro-
cedure is that this foreign expert would
be impartial in his counsel and work.
But, on the other hand, the danger in
such a process is that the expert might
be so detached that he may not gauge
the seriousness of the problems of the
country that had requested his services.
It is no secret, for instance, that the late
Sir Ivor Jennings saw no need for a
Declaration of Rights in the Ceylon Cons-
titution, though many in Ceylon from all
sections of the people wanted it. Nor did
he want the constitution to be set out in
great detail. In fact he went on record
criticising these two aspects of the consti-
tution which the Constituent Assembly of
India had drafted for that country. Itis
now accepted on all hands that Article 29
which Sir Ivor had thought would be an
adequate safeguard of social and individual

the articles on the rights of citizeng
are being drafted into the new constitution
by the Constituent Assembly. This govern.
ment therefore has not sought the serviceg
of foreign experts. It feels, and quite
rightly, that local knowledge and experi-,
ence should be sufficient to tackle the
tasks involved in constitution making,

The Constituent Assembly has procee-
ded to set down twenty three bdsic prin-
ciples. On the basis of these principles
a constitution is being drafted. The draft
of the constitution will then be debated
in detail by the Assembly.

Fioally when the new constitution of
Ceylon is proclaimed as coming into force
on a particular day — and this is expected
to be on some date in early April, 1972,
— a chapter will have been turned in our
island’s many splendoured story. So let
us hope and pray that this new chapter
carries a message of good tidings to all

rights has proved a broken reed. Hence, who love Ceylon and who live here.
S. Sriskantha
Grade 11 ‘D’

Festivals of Ceylon X

We celebrate many festivals during
the year. Some of them are religious
while others are National. The Indepen-
dence Day is the first celebration we have
in Ceylon. It is a National festival. It
1s a public holiday too. Independence Day
is held on the 4th of February every
year. Then we have the Hindu and Sinhala
New Year. It is celebrated in April. It
is the most enjoyable festival in Ceylon.
Both the Buddhists and Hindus are very
happy on that day. The people make lot

of sweets for the'N.ew Year. The children
The New Year festival
is held ceremoniously in evemy village and

have new suits.

town. On May Ist we have the ‘‘May
Day " festival. The people call this
“Workers Day.” All workers parade

along the streets in Colombo and other
big provincial towns. The leading political
parties in the country organise big rallies
in various places and long speeches are
delivered by the leaders.



OUTSTANDING ACHI EVEMENTS

FOREIGN SCHOLARSHIPS

V. Sivaji M. Kumaralingam
Government of India Scholar

Scholar in the Soviet Union

QUEEN'S SCOUTS

A. P. Devachandran T. Jeyanthan
Queen’s Scout and Troop Leader 1971 Queen’s Scout



BEST CRICKETER 1971

T. Mahendran

Scored two centuries in the same season




Next we celebrate the Weaak festival,
It is a religious one. Lord Buddha's birth,
enlightenment and passing away took place
on a Wesak Poya day. TFor Buddhistg
this is the most important festival, Then
we have the Poson festival ip June. 1t
) day when Buddhism wag brought to
Ceylon. This festival is held in such
places like Mihintale, Anuradhapura and

Polonaruva,
.

Then we have the Hindy festivals
like the Thai Pongal and Deepavali, The
Tamils celebrate them on a grang scals.
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Timi Pongal is mainly a farmers’ festival,
.W}‘xen the first sheaf of paddy is reaped
It 1s offered to God. Thai Pongal festival

falls in January, Deepavali falls in No-
vember,

Then we have the Christmasg festivé.l

in Ceylon. It is the last festival for the
year since it ig held in the month of
December, Inp every Christian house much

food and drink is prepared to entertain
themselves, their relations and friends on
the Christmas day. These are the chief
festivals in Ceylon.

T. Dushyantharan
Grade 9 ‘A’

A Picnic

Yesterday morning as usual I studied
my lessons. After that I helped my mother
to do some work. Suddenly my father
told me to wash the car because he was
going to take us to a picnic. I was very
excited. I washed the car quickly because
it was a small Morris car. Whilel wag
doing my work, my little sister packed
up our clothes and mother prepared the
food to take on the picnic. After washing
the car, mother sent me to the shop to
buy a bottle of orange crush. Mother
made some sandwicheie.

We left home at about 9 a.m. and
arrived at the sea-side at 9-30 a. m. We
got out of the car. My brother and I
put on our swimming suits and got into
the water. The water was very cold and
salty, e dived into the water. We
SWam in the water for two hours. Father
too bathed in the water. Once he caught

c-10

me and pushed me into the water. [
couldn’t take my breath; <o I struggled.
When I came up 1 took a deep breath.
I bathed in the water near the shore.
After that we came out of the water and
wiped ourselves. We sat down and had
our drinks and the candwiches which we
brought.  After that we played on the
shore. My brother made a big castle in
the sand. It was very beautiful. My
sister as usual collected shells. She always
does this. This is her hobby.

At about 12 a.m. we left for our
home. When we arrived home, 1 got
down and ran to bed because I was tired.
I will not forget that day because it was
an exciting and happy day. Next day I
told all my friends about our picnic. I
think others too will be very happy if
they go on a picnic.

T. Selvakumar
Grade 7 ‘A’
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My - Country

My country, Ceylon, is aspihll island
ip “the Indian Ocean. There are many
mountains and rivers in Ceylon. Piduru-
talagala is the highest mountain in C_ey.lon.
The Mahaweli Ganga is the longest river
in Ceylon. Ceylon’s chief exports are tea,

rubber and coconut products.

There are people of many races
living peacefully in Ceylon. They are
Sinhalese, Tamils, Moors and Malays,
The Sinhalese race is the lax_'gest. <

town.

Ceylon is famous for its natural beauty,
People from different parts of the world
often come to Ceylon to spend their holi-
Ceylon’s nearest neighbour®is India.

There are nine provinces in Ceylon. days. . : ;
I live in the Northern Province. Colombo Ceylon is a beautiful 1sland.' Some call
is the capital of Ceylon. It is a big Ceylon the “ Pearl of the Indian Ocean.”
A. Sivakumar
Grade 7 ‘A’
3 My Brother
I have a little brother. His nameis nick names. If I cry, he will kiss me,

We call him Ragu. He
He hits me, boxes
by many

Ragunanthanan.
is very, very naughty.
me, pinches me and calls me

My

During the August holidays, we went
to Colombo for a week. Asmy youngest
sister had never been to the Zoo, we asked
our father to take us there. My two
cousins also came with us. We took
cakes and soda because our father was
sure that we would feel hungry.

We went round fo see all the ani-
mals, birds and snakes. My little sister
liked the lions and the monkeys best.

Visit to the

and say, “Sorry.” If I laugh, he will
give me one more. What do you think
of my brother, whom I love so very much?

R. Yadhunanthanan
Grade 5 ‘A’

Zioo .

She invited the lions to her birthday party
and was very sorry because they did not
answer her. The monkeys were very in-
teresting. They were swinging from one
bar to the other, and they were playing
on the swings too. An old monkey made
faces at my sister, and she also made
faces at him. I liked the fishes best,

They were of all colours and of all shap;es
too.



Then we weut to ‘the cireus ground, -

There we saw the elephants dance, There
were five elephants and they came in
holding each other’s tail. The biggest one
was playing a mouth organ, and the others
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were dancing to the musie. We enjoyed
it very much. We then had cakes and
soda. We returned home after an enjoy-
able evening.

C. D. Paramananthan

My Hobbj

My hobby is collecting different kinds
of fish. Tt is an interesting hobby. 1
have fishes of various shapes and colours.

They are very beautiful. I have two

Grade 5 ‘B’
tanks full of fish. I change the water
and clean the tanks once a fortnight.

When 1 grow big, I hope to have a big
aquarium.

R. Muhundan
Grade 5 ‘B’

My Pet and I

My pet is a patrot. It was given
to me by my uncle en my seventh birth-

day. I named it “Rolly.” It is dark
green with yellow stripes. It has a dark
red beak. Pt is a beautiful bird. I give

him plenty of fruits and grain. I got a
small cage made for him. I taught him

to speak. When he sees me, he says,
“Good Morning.” 1In the evenings I
open the cage for a few minutes. When
I call, “Rolly” be comes back into the
cage. Then I lock the cage.
who comes home admires my pet.

Everyone

S. Dushyanthan
Grade 5 ‘B’
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A Visit to Queen's

Last year 1 was selected to receive
the Sir Andrew Caldecott Bowl for the
Best Cup Pack in the Island. Our College
Cub Mistress told me that I was one of
the three Cubs to receive the Sir Andrew
Caldecott Bowl and I was thrilled to hear
it. I rushed straight home after school
and told my parents who too were happy
to hear it. I was to go on the 28th of
July, 1970. I got my uniform ready and
left for Colombo by the 2 p.m. train on
the 27th. The following day at 2 o’clock
we assembled at Scout Headquarters and
we left for Queen’s House at 3-30 p. m.

At the entrance to Queen’s House
we saw a Naval officer on guard duty.

House

We marched in with great excitement,
We were received by Brigadier Dissanayake
who told us to assemble in the main ha]|
of Queen’s House. After some time Hig
Excellency the Governor - General, Mr,
William Gopallawa, came in. We all stood
up and sang the National Anthem. The
Governor - General gave a show speech
in Eoglish about scouting. Then he dis-
tributed the prizes. When our turn came
we marched forward and received the large
Sir Andrew Caldecott Bowl after saluting
the Governor - General. This was followed
by a garden party. 1 shall never forget

that day in my life.

R. Ahilan
1st Jaffna Cub Scout

Award of the Sir Andrew Caldecott Bowl for the year 1970

Great was my joy when I heard that’

I was selected one of the three Cubs to
receive the Sir Andrew Caldecott Bowl,
for the best Cub Pack for the year 1970,
from His Excellency, Mr. William Gopal-
lawa, the Governor - General of Ceylon.
We travelled by train to Colombo on the
twenty-fifth of August 1971 and stayed at
the Y. M. C. A. On the twenty-sixth of
August 1971, at about 2 p. m. we reported
our arrival at the Scout Head Quarters,
Colombo.  Then we proceeded to the
Queen’s House with our Cub Mistress,
Mrs. Hudson Selvarajah, and with the
other Scouts who were also to receive
awards from His Excellency, the Governor -

First, His Excellency
the Governor - General made a speech
congratulating the Prize-winners. Then the
three of us walked up and received the
Sir Andrew Caldecott Bowl for the year
1970. Mr. Arasaratnam, the District Com-
missioner of the Scogts of Jaffna, madea
speech commending the good work of the
Scouts of Sri Laflka. Then we were
served with refreshments. We proudly
carried the Sir Andrew Caldecott Bowl
and returned to school- with our Cub
Mistress. Our sincere thanks are due to
our Cub Mistress, Mrs. Hudson Selvarajah,
for enabling us to win the Sir Andrew
Caldecott Bowl for the years 1969 and 1970.

K. Muthukumar
Grey Six

General of Ceylon.
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COLLEGE _ACTIVITIES

The Parents « Teachers

o The Parents - Teachers Association of
Jaffna Central College was inaugurated on
the 12th of May, 1965 by Mr. E. Saba-
lingam our former principal. Sjpce then
the PT.A has continued to do yeoman
service to the upliftment of Jaffaa Central,

The problems at Jaffna Central then
was one of space. Now a three storeyed
block containing an administratiye block,
a modern staffroom and a sportsroom on
the ground floor; seven spacious class-
rooms on the second floor and g gigantic
hall and a large science lecture theatre
on the top floor is nearing completion,
The building work is proceeding satis-
factorily but the problem that is facing
us is lack of funds. Due to the untiring
efforts of the former principal all amounts
by way of accumulated facilities fees were
utilised towards this end with the prior
approval of the Director General of Edu-
cation. The then M. P. for Jaffoa, Mr.
G. G. Ponnambalam was gracious enough
to allocate a sum of Rs, 20,000/- to our
building fund from the funds allotted for
expansion of school buildings in his elec-
torate. The PTA i, very grateful to him
for his kind gesture. Following an appeal
to the parents, old bdys and well-wishers
the PTA was able to collect by way of
voluntary gontributions a sum of nearly
Rs. 6000/-. At a cost of nearly two
lakhs a greater part of the building has
been completed. The completion of the
top floor has fallen on the shoulders of
our present principal, Mr. E. K. Shanmuga-
nathan, who has already taken it up with

¢c-11

Association

great enthusiasm. The problem again g
one of funds and the PTA intends going
to all parents, old boys and well-wishers
for contributions, We hope they would
rally round us and help us to complete
this colossal venture,

Apart from the main  building the
PTA has helped the principal in under-
taking and completing the construction of
a modern commerce room, a modern lava-
tory for students, a building with four
classrooms in the lower primary school,
filling the uneven surfaces of our playing
field, and in constructing a base wall along
the Front Street end of the play ground.

For most of these the necessary funds
were provided by the Regional Education
Office, Jaffna, and the PTA is very much
obliged to it for the good sense and
generosity shown to our college.

The PTA has taken an active part
in the academic pursuits of the college as
well. There was Student - Teacher - Parent
participation about the work done in the
Middle School and this has had fruitful
results. According to the recent Govern-
ment directive the PTA elected a Janatha
Committee to handle the Grade I admis-
sions to the school,

The PTA has always done its best
for the college. My thanks are also due
to the Principal — the ex-officio President,
the Executive Committee and the General
body for all their eounselling and co-oper-
ation in all matters concerning the college.

K. Manickavasagar
Secretary
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Our Junior Cadet

We are indeed very fortunate and
privileged in that, with the efforts of our
former Principal, Mr. E. Sabalingam, the
Regimental Head Quarters of the Ceylon
Cadet Corps in Colombo, granted permis-
sion to forming the First Junior Cadet
Contingent, in this institution at the begin-
ning of last year. We are quite proud
to have this platoon and we are thankful
to the Regimental Head Quarters, for
granting us this permission.

For years Cadeting has helped in a
great way to promote and maintain disci-
pline, to cultivate honesty and loyalty and
to build up integrity and general efficiency
in Students. Besides, it trains them ‘to
assume leadership and to shoulder respon.

sibility. In short, Cadeting develops all-
round the personality of a Cadet, who
finally goes out  into the world as a
“man.”

Coming to the activities of our Junior
Cadet Platoon, they were selected from
boys between the ages of 11 years to 15
years, and they underwent an intensive
course of training before they attended
the Annual Training Camp at Diyatalawa
in March 1970 and March 1971. We are

Contingent

thankful to‘our Regimental Sergeant Major
K. Baskaradevan and = Company Sergeant
Major A. Nagulesan, for helpmg us with «©
the training. Being their first experience
of a Battalion Camp (in which nearly
fiftyfive platoons participated), our platoon’s
performances at the Squad Drill, ‘Physical
Training, Athletics and Hut Inspection
gave a very satisfactory reckoning of the
standard they had achieved within a short
period of time. They also gained quite
an experience of Camp life, especially at
Diyatalawa which has a salubrious climate.
Our Cadets enjoyed it thoroughly.

We are thankful to our Principal for
all the encouragement and enthusiasm
shown towards Cadeting.

We are proud and very fortunate that
we have Major K. Balendra, the Com-
manding Officer of the 5th Battalion,
Ceylon Cadet Corps, who ungrudgingly
gives his advice and guidance to the Cadet
Movement.

disturbances, and
Cadet Training is at
We eagerly await

Due to the recent
insurgent activity,
present in abeyance.
its early resumption. ¢

A. Balasingham
Master in Charge
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SPORTS

Central gantinues to maintain its good
record in sports. The students are given
facilities to participate in Athletics, Cricket,
Soccer, Hockey, Volley-ball, Badminton,
Basket-ball, Table - Tennis and Tennis,

Our performance this year has been
outstanding in Athletics and good in other
fields.

Athletics: Coach: Mr. E. S. Tambiah.
We won the Zonal Championship
and eleven of our athletes qualified to

participate in the Public Schools’ Meet,
At the Public Schools’ Meet we came
first among the outstation schools in the
field events. Among those who obtained
places, two of our Athletes P. K. Prema-
chandran and K. M. Shantikumar came
first in the Javelin under 19 and Pole-
vault under 17 respectively. M. I. Sheriff
Ali was placed third in the 200 Metres
under 17. Fourth, fifth and sixth places
were also won by our athletes.

Cricket: We played 10 Matches,
won 5, drew 3, and lost 2. We won by
an innings against Union College, Hartley
College, Jaffna College and Skanda Varo-
daya College. We dgew with St. John’s
College and Mahajana College and lost to
Royal College and Matiyadeva College.

M. Jeyakumar, D. J. Niles and M.

Ranjitkumar *were chosen to represent the

Jaffna Schools under 20 Team.

K. M. Shantikumar, J. K. Prema-
chandran, M, Mahendran and M. S. Nazeer
were selected to represent Jaffna Schools
under 18 team.

M. Mahendran, S. Sivasubramaniam,
M. S. Nazeer and K. M. Shantikumar

are in the pool from which  the ]éﬁ'h.&
Schools’ Cricket Team will be chosen to
play against the Australian School boys.

The Coach of
Tambiah,

the team is Mr. E. b

Soccer: Coaches :

Ist XI — Mr. A. M. David
2nd XI — Mr. S. Sandirasegaram
3rd XI — Mr. V. T. Tharmarajah

We participated in the ). 5.8 A&
Tournament and also played our regular
friendly fixtures with Hartley College and
St. Patrick’s College. ~

‘Our 1st XI and 3rd XI came up to the
Quarter - finals in the Tournament. The
Captain of the 1st XI was S. Edward and
the Captain of the 3rd XI was J. J. Bene.
dict.

The performance of our Second XI
was good, the team was -captained by
M. Sylvester. The team was unlucky to
have been denied the championship in the"
Tournament, having had to concede victory
on the basis of Penalty Kicks taken after

a drawn gamec.

Hockey : Coach: Major K. Balendra.

The response from the students was
very encouraging, and we were able to field
two teams that did fairly well. Coaching
was done with great care and even morn-
ings were utilised.

Our 1st XI fared fairly well in the
first match against Jaffna College — the
holders of the Championship — on their
grounds. The first balf was goalless but
our boys had to concede victory in the
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gecond half, We lost to St. John's Co'l'{éagaf

after a good fight. We defeated Canaga-
ratnam M. M. V. and drew with Mahajana
C'o'J]ege. " The Captain of the team was
S. Sriskantha. Our second XI was skip-
pered by A. Sri Renga. They lost all
the four matches but had the credit of
drawing with the Champions, Arunodaya

College.

The Coach has plans of starting a
3rd XI team also- and “we hope to see
definite improvement in our performance.

Volley-Ball: Coach: Mr. A. M. David.

This year with difficulty we have
made students in learn the ‘Set-up’ game
to fall in live with the present interna-
tional practice. 'We hope to participate
in the Inter - School Tournaments.

Basket-Ball: Coach: Mr. A. Balasingam

Captain 1st XI: G. Nandakumar

The

It is with great pleasure that we wish
to mention that Jaffna Central College has
the first School Drum and Fife Band in
the North. Due to the efforts of our for-
mer Principal, Mr. E. Sabalingam, this
Band inaterialised. Twenty members cons-
titute this Band. Many more are being
trained. The Band gave their first per-
formance at the College Annual Inter -
House Athletic Meet this year and also

Drum and Fife

Ths team participated in the Thina.
karan Sports Gala. They lost the first
match against the Army and proved.their
superiority against the St. Patrick’s B team,
St. Patrick’s B team beat the Army af,‘di
the team to enter the semi-finals was de.
cided on a toss. Luck knocked us out
of the Tournament.

Badminton: Our team was Runners.
up in the Inter - School Tournament orga-
nised by the Jaffna Schools’ Badminfon
Association. In the open Tournament tie,
the doubles Pairs came to the finals. R,
Thiagarajan is the Captain.

Table - Tennis : A few friendly
matches played indicate that we have
enough talent.

Tennis: Our ambition is to field a
good Tennis Team. The high cost of the
game however precludes large number of
students participating in it, and even those
choosing to participate, fr om continving to
do so.

A. Kulendran
Prefect of Games

Band

L
performed at all other school functions
thereafter. e

We are thankful to Mr. A. N. Fer-
nando, the Band Master, for training the
Band, to the Education Department offi-
cials for their guidance and help, and to
our Principal for all the encouragement,
assistance and advice given to us when-
ever required. The Band will have a very
glamorous uniform soon.

Major K. Balendra
Master-in-Charge
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Repart of the
_Staﬁ Adviser :
Senior Prefect :

. Seacretary :

Prefeéts J

Girl Prefect:

pleasant and proud
privilege to present the report of the
Board of Prefects which I believe has
played an important part in maintaining
discipline in the school.

It is my very

Our number has been increased from
17 to 20, (excluding the lady prefect) to
keep pace with the growing population of
the college. The Principal and the Staff
Adviser have always given us all encour-
agement and timely advice at our fort-
nightly meetings. Matters relating to the
maintainance of discipline in college are
discussed at these meetings. The prefects
too for their part have not been backward

in making suggestions beneficial to the
progress of the college. The *‘Intro
Ceremony " "of the newly elected prefects
is eagerly looked forwarded to by the
veterans of the board.

Special mention must be made of
V. Sivaji, a colleague of ours, who left

for Calcutta recently on an Indian Scholar-

ship to follow a specialised course in
Statistics, We wish him all the best and

c-12
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Board of Prefects ’[ 1976 i 1971 ]

~Mr. R. K. Rajasenan
M. S. S. Sivakumar
S. Sivakumar

K. Chandrabalan,

S. V. Balasubramaniam,
S. Theivendran,
A. Muhunthan,
N. V. Sundaram,
R. Balakrishnan,
S. Vasudevan,
G. Sriharan

Miss S. Ratnam

- N vkl R tn
Hudson Devendran
T. Mahendran

R. Ratnakumar

S. Srikumar
R. Selvakumar

M. S. Nazeer
A. Kamalesan
V. Jeyasingham

185929

hope that he would return to the island
as a full fledged Statistician. We also
take this opportunity to place on record
the splendid achievement of T. Mahendran,
who in the midst of adversities, slammed
an unbeaten and unblemished century in
the “big match” of the north early this year.
His splendid achievement not only helped
our school to keep our flag fluttering high,
but also enabled him to' earn the Best
Batsman’s trophy at the match. In this
context it gives us immense pleasure that
Mahendran is included in the “forty” that
make up the schoolboy cricketers poo]
for the year. Incidentally, a Ceylon Cricket
eleven will be picked from this pool
to meet the Australian schoolboys early
next year.

We feel proud of two of our mem-
bers, K. Chandrabalan and A. Muhunthan,
who produced excellent results at the last
G. C. E. (A/L) examination.

Following are some of the achieve-
ments and attainments of those who make
up the Board of Prefects.
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: M. S. S. Sivakumar ~— 11th year in school,

=Senjor Prefest both of the College and

-Hostel.  Captain, Percival House.
Vice President, H.S. S. Union.
the school General Knowledge
Represented the school in
(under 17) and table-tennis.

of the table-tennis team.

team.

Skipper

S. Sivakumar — 10th year. Asst. Senior

Prefect, College and Hostel. Secretary
of the Board. Treasurer, Wilkes
House and Hostel Union. Secretary,

H. S. C. (Sc.) Union.
under 17 cricket eleven.

K. Chandrabalan — 10th year. -Hostel
Prefect. Secretary, Percival House.
Asst. Secretary, Hostel and H. S. S.
Unions.

Hudson Devendran — 13th year. Pre-
sident, H. S. S. Union. Treasurer,

S. C. M. Vice captain, hockey eleven.
Played for the under 17 cricket team,
Captain, Wilkes House cricket and
hockey teams. Member, Scout troop.

S. V. Balasubramaniam — 10th year.
Treasurer, Hostel and Hindu Unions.
Captain, Percival House volley-ball
team. One time hostel prefect.

T. Mahendran — 10th year. Vice captain,

Jaffna Schools’ Cricket XI. Colours-
man. Winner of “ Cricketer of the
North”  trophy. Twice won best

batsman trophy at the * big match”
and at school.

S. Theivendran — 1-th year, President,
Arts Union. Treasurer, Percival House,
Secretary and Editor, Tamil Union.

R. Ratnakumar — 6 year. Hostel pre-

fect. Represented the school in table-
tennis and athletics,

Led

cricket -

Played for the"

A. Muhunthan — 9th year.  Member,
; -General Kpowledge tedim,” and Scoyt
troop. A first class winner in Scouting,

S Sffkumar =13 &éar.
H. S. S. (Sc.) Union.”

President,

N. V. Sundaram — 10th year. Committee
member, H.S.S. and H.S.S. (Sc)
Unions. Asst. troop leader — Scouting,

R. Selvakumar — 13th year.
Bullough House.
Union.

Captain,
Secretary, Commerce

R. Nandakumar — 5th year. Hostel pre-
fect. Captain, Wilkes House. Com-
mittee member, H. S. S. Union,
Played for the table tennis team.

R. Balakrishnan — 5th year. Hostel pre.
fect. President, Tamil Union. Vice
President, Hostel Union. Secretary,
Hindu. Union. Treasurer, Bullough
House. Played for the soccer, basket-
ball and bockey teams. Skipper, basket-
ball 2nd team. :

M. S. Nazeer — 10th year. Played for
the J/Schools cricket team. - Colours
man. Captain, Romaine House cricket

team.
L]

S. Vasudevan — 11th year.  Secretary,
H.'S.S. and A/L arts unions. Editor,
Tamil  Union. Treasurer, Romaine
House. Played for the basket-ball
team.

A. Kamalesan — 9th year. Represented
the school in athletics at Ceyloa
schools championships. Vice Captain
of the team. Colours man in Athletics;
Treasurer, Wilkes House and
committee member, Hindu Union.

L] S



. G, Sriharan — 13th-, year, - Mimbe, -

general knowledge team, Treasurer,
Hindu Union. Committee member
Tamil aud H.S. S. Uniops, Winner
~»  of a first class in scouting, Played
‘for the basket-ball and hockey teams,
V. Jeyasingam — 11th year. Captain of
the Bullough Flouse hockey eleven.
Winner of a first class in scouting,

Our annual soccer battle with the
star - studded Staff team endeg in an
excitipg draw. Even the five penalties
given failed to provide 2 result. We
thank the staff and Mr. E, s, Thambiah,
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who  handled tha” i,"é.ma'j well, for their
whole hearted participation in this enter-
taining event, :

I shall be failing in my duty if I
do not thank our staff adviser, Mr. R. K.
Rajasenan, for the encouralgement and
advice given to us in  solving any diffi-
culty that cropped up. Qur thanks are
also due to the Principal aud Vice
Pr_incipa] for their guidance in bettering
our relationship with the students. Finally
I wish to thank every prefect for the
sincere and devoted co-operation they
have extended to me.

M. S. S. Sivakumar

Senior Prefect

Higher School Students Science Union Annual Report, 1971

Patron :
President :

Vice President :
Secretary :

Vice Secretary :
Treasurer :
Editor:

I have great pfeasure in submitting
the annual report of the Higher School
Students Science Union for the year 1971.
The main aim of the Union is to promote
& very keen interest in science among its
Memberg through speeches and debates.
.The Union has provided opportunities for
s members to listen to a wide range of
Subjects ip Science, prepared by its own
Members, A member having to address
tbe Union on g cubject chosen from out-
Sl_de his clags syllabus, has to read outside
1S texts, This exercise opens a fascinating

Mr. V. Balasuntharam
S. Srikumar

V. Sivaji

K. Arasaratnam

T. Rajkumar

S. Sriranjan

C. S. Sivakumar

realm both to the speaker and to the
listener.

Speeches were delivered and discus-
sions conducted on many interesting sub-
jects. S. Sritharan delivered an interesting
speech on, “The Sun and the Planets, ”
while R. P. Selvarajah spoke on, * The
Rapid Advancement of Science.” Both
talks were highly appreciated by all our
members. The subjects of interest that were
discussed were, “Social Diseases, ” “ The
Planets” and “Science in Everyday Life. ”
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We ara.alsasproud. tn..mention that
_we_gave a helping band to the * Higher
“'School Students Union " towards conduc-
ting their annual dinner successfully.

On behalf of our Union, I extend my
sincere thanks to our Principal, Mr. E. K..
Shanmuganathan, and to our Patron, Mr.

A, “Balasuntharam, * for “théir “gnthusiagfiq
co-operaticn, and “kind *encourdgement iy
all our activities.

Before I conclude, it is my duty tq
thank very sincerely the members of our
Union for their kind co-operation in the"
performance of my ‘duties.

K. Arasaratnam
Secretary,

Scout Report — First Jaffna Troop

Group Scout Master:
A.S. M.
Troop Leader :

Scouting has always been encouraged
at Central as it creates among students
the desire to serve others, while at the
same time it provides them with healthy
recreation and acquaints them with different
hobbies.

Qur Scouts have maintained their use-
fulness to the community at large by their
services as well as their efficiency.

Apart from regular meetings, the troop

has organised special activities, training
camps, training classes for badges, Inter-
Patrol competitions etc.

The services of our Scouts are fre-
quently in demand at the various sports
competitions that take place very often
on our college grounds and the Durai-

appah Stadium, as well as at public func-
tions in Jaffna city, since they can be
trusted to execute their duties to the en-
tire satisfaction of those concerned. The
Scouts help at every college function too.

At the reception to the Governor -
General, Mr. William Gopallawa, given
by the Jaffnra Municipal Council, our
Scouts had the proud privilege of provi-

Mr. M. Mahatheva
K. Uruthirakumar and B. Shanmuganathan
A. P. Devachandran

ding the guard - of - honour to His Ex-
cellency. They also helped in other ways
at that function.

Our congratulations to D. Chandra-
mohan and T. Jeyanathan on their ob-
taining the Queen’s Scout Badge, to S.
Jeyalingam on getting the Prize for the
Best Scout for 1971, to T. Balakumar on
annexing the prize for the highest Job
Card Collection and to T. Balakumar,
K. Vasanthan, N. R. P. Nathan, A. Har-
eeswaran, R. Raveendran and N. Kuhen-
dran on obtaining Green Cords.

I cannot end this report without a
few words of thankg to Mr. V. K. Esura-
patham, the former G. S. M., for his ex-
cellent contribution *to our troop and to
the movement. A keen Scouter, he ob-
tained his Wood Badge last year. Our
congratulations to him. «

We are thankful to our former Prin-
cipal, Mr. E. Sabalingam, and to our
present Principal, Mr. E. K. Shanmuga-
nathan, for all the assistance and advice
given by them to promote the Scout
Movement at Central.

M. Mahatheva -
Gy 8¢ M
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First Jaffna Cub  Scouts — 1971

Lady Cub Master :
Asst, Lady Cub Master -
Asst, Lady Cub Master :

Pack meetings are held every week
and sometimes more often as occasion de-
mands.* All meetings commence and close
with two minutes silent devotion ; each
Cub offers prayer according to the tenets
of his own religion.

We have a non-sectarian Cubs’ Own’
once a quarter.

During school terms the Cubs run a
First Aid Post to attend to minor injuries

to boys of the Primary Section of the
school,
Progress charts are maintained. Every

Six has a Corner in which it exhibits its
handicrafts, collection etc. The Corners
have always had high praise from visitors.

The fol]owipg are some of the Pro-
ficiency Badges our Cubs have worked for :

Artist Cyeclist Guide
Athlete Entertainer Handicraft
Book Reader 'Firss Aider House Orderly
Collector Gardner Observer

& Leapi.ng Wolf.

The Parent - Scouter relationship is
very good and we enjoy their unstinted
help at all Cub functions, One day Camps
and Pack Holidays.

Our Cubs took part in the Baden -
Powel Day celebrations in February.

In March the Cubs went out on a
hature - ramble to the park, identifying

c-13

~on the Training Team.

Mrs. R F Selvarajah
Miss L. R. Rajaratnam
Miss S. S. Chellatamby

trees and plants, watching the birds and
fishes in the Lotus Pond. They also
collected specimens.

We had a Pack Hoeliday at Keeri-
malai. A number of Proficiency Badge
tests were also carried out on this day.

An enjoyable one-day camp was held
at Casurina Beach. The cubs enjoyed
their swim in the sea. They also combed
the beach for their collection of shells.

We are proud and happy that our
Cub Pack has been judged the Best Pack
for the years' 1969 and 1970 and have
won the much coveted Sir Andrew Calde-
cott Bowl, presented by- His Excellency,
the Governor - General and Chief Scout,
at Queen’s House, Colombo, for two years
in succession. Three Cubs and the C. M.
were invited to receive the Bowl in
August this year.

C. M. Mrs. R. H. Selvarajah has ob-
tained her Cub Wood Badge, the highest
award in Cubbing. She is also serving
She has been
appointed District Cub Scouts,

A. C. M. Miss L. R. Rajaratnam bas
passed part two of the Cub Wood Badge.
A. C. M. Miss S. S. Chellatamby has
finished her P. W. T. C. She is Honor-
ary Secretary of the Rock Council.

Akela, Baloo, Bagheera (as the Cub
Scouters are called) and the thirty six
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Cub Pack are a jolly band and they en-
joy themselves thoroughly in all spheres

of their activities.

We wish to express our sincere thanks
to Mr. W. N. Thevakadadcham A. D. C.
(Cubs) for the most interesting and im-
pressive talk he gave our Cubs on whz}t
he saw and experienced when he was in
Gilwell, England, a few months ago.

We take this opportunity to thank
our G. S. M. for his ready help at aj

times.

A special word of thanks is also due
to members of our staff for all their help
and co-operation.

Last, but not least, we are very
grateful to our principal for the help and
encouragement he gives us. .

Mrs. R. H. Selvarajah
C. M.

Report of the Board of Hostel Prefects — 1971

Senior Prefect:
Seoretary:

Prefects :

M. S. S. Sivakumar
S. Sivakumar

K. Chandrabalan,
R. Nanthakumar,
S. Sritharan,

K. Jegatheesan,

R. Ratnakumar
R. Balakrishnan
G. Nandakumar

S. Puvanachandran

P. Nadarajah

Senior Students are appointed Hostel
Prefects by the Hostel Masters. Their
duties are harder than that of their coun-
terparts in the college. Unlike the day-
scholars, the hostellers live in the college
premises day and night and it is the duty
of the Board of Prefects to assist the
masters-in-charge to manage the boarders
at their various places of activities such
as the study hall, playground, refectory
and dormitory.

Again, the hostellers are in the fore-
front of any function or any activities

connected with the college and the pre-
fects are there not only to coax them to
work but also to &e that they be ave
properly. The Board of Prefects are hard
at work on the “Hostel Day” which is
celebrated on a grand scale and climaxes
in the Annual Dinner followed by a
variety entertainment. The programme for
the day is carefully drawn up by the

prefects to provide the Loys with fun and
frolic.

The Wednesday of each week is
known among the hostellers as the “ Exeat



Day,Y On this day they are allowed to
take an evening stroll in the town. With
the help and guidance of our Hostel
Masters we make our fellow students feel
that the hostel is their home — a home
away from home.

We take this opportunity to express
our sorrow at losing the valuable services
of K. D. Arulanandam and S. V. Bala-
subrama.niam. At the same time we
heartily welcome the appointment of K.
jegatheesan, S. Puvanachandran and P.
Nadarajah as Hostel Prefects.

We thank our Principal and Vice
Principal for their interest in the hostel

Rigg Hall Union

Patron :
Vice Patron :
President :
Gen. Secretary :
Vz'c'e President :
Asst? Secretary :
Freasurer :

N Editor :
Games Secretary :
Sick Room Prefect :
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and for the valuable suggestions and pn-
couragement given to us. Wae are indebted
in no small measures to our Hostel Mas-
ters Mr. K. Vinayagampillai, Mr. A. Sinna-
thamby and Mr. W. Aron Singho for
their guidance and assistance. The hostel-

lers are proud of having them as Hostel
Masters.

It is said that a snuff box has no
right to sneeze. But I will be failing in
my duty if I do not make mention of
the whole hearted co-operation and support

given to me by the members of the
board.

M. S. S. Sivakumar

Senior Prefcct

— Report for 1971

Mr. E. K. Shanmuganathan

Mr. W. A. Aron Singho

S. Sritharan

. Nandakumar

Balakrishnan

Shanmugalingam

Skantharajah

. Nadarajah

M. I. Sharrieffali

Donald Ramalingam E

TSI ow

Representatives of the Dormitories —
Post - Sentor Dormitory — Donald Ramalingam

Senior Dormitory
Side Dormitory
Junior Dormitory

— M. S. Nesaratnam
— T. Paramalingam
— 8. Kathirkamanathan
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Meetings of the Union are held every
Thursday at which problems relating to
the hostel are discussed and solutions
arrived at. . All members of the hostel
have equal status in the Union and can

freely express their views.

At the very first meeting in the new
year, the ‘freshers” introduced themselves.
A number of debates on world affairs
took place in several succeeding meetings.
Much enthusiasm was shown in these de-
bates and a hostel debating team was
selected. 'We had quite an exciting de-
bate with the Vembadi Girls’ High School
Hostel. Debate were also held among the
three senior dormitories.

The most joyous and important day
of our life is the Hostel Day which was
celebrated this year on 4th October. The
Chief Guest was Mr. A. Mathiaparanam.
We had a full programme of games like
carrom, chess, cricket, table tennis, soccer,
basket-ball, volley-ball and pillow fighting,
and also contests in “General Knowledge,
Oratory (Tamil and English) and Singing.
The day was wound up with a wonderful
dinner prepared by our expert chefs. After
the dinner, the distribution of prizes took

place, followed by an exciting’ drama o
duced by the hostellers themselves,

This report would not be complete
if T do not mention the help and advice
so willingly given us by our * foster pas.
ents ”” — the Principal and Hostel Masters,
Mr. E. Sabalingam left us in June thijs
year after being for nearly seven yearg
our Principal. During that time he took
the keenest interest in our wélfare and
the development of facilities at the hostel,
We are grateful to him for all that he
did for us. Mr. E. K. Shanmuganathan,
our new Principal, has always looked to
our comforts, and wherever inconveniences
existed has taken immediate steps to end
them. We are grateful to our Hostel
Masters, Messrs. W. A. Aron Singho,
K. Vinayagampillai and A. Sinnathamby,
who regardless of their convenience, have
always been available to us when we
needed help.

Our hostel prefects, I think all would
agree to have done a splendid job of
maintaining discipline in freedom. Finally,
I thank all hostellers for making life in
the hostel quite a pleasant one.

G. Nandakumar

= Secretary

PUTT



53

Student Christian Movement

Staff Addvisers:

Mr.

Ni8. Rathinasingam

Mr. S, H. Setukavalar

¥ Junior President :
Hony. Secretary :
Hony. Treasurey

I have great pleasure in submitting
the report of the S.C.M. which is the
association of Protestant Christian students
in our college.

We are affiliated to the All-Ceylon
S. C. M. through the Jaffna Inter-Collegiate
Christian Fellowship. Every Protestant
Christian student in college is a member
of our S.C. M.

All Christian students of our school
attend morning prayers at St. Peter’s
Church on the fifth day of the week.
For a time during the second term, we
bad religious assemblies on four days of

the week. The morning prayers were
conducted by members of the staff or
by Advanced Level Students. Miss i

Veerakathipillai came occasionally to teach
us new hymns and songs. Our sincere
thanks are due to her.

Eight members of our group attended
a camp at Casuarina Beach. We also
Participated in the &onference organised
withe J.1. C.C. F. Donald Ramalingam
was elected the representative of our
college on the J. 1. C. C. F. Committee.

L]

Our Annual Christmas Play and
Carol Service took place on 15th November
n the Romaine Cooke Hall, The service
commenced with a Thevaram by J. Thivya-
hathan, while Rev. E. C. Nodder led us
' _prayer. Rev. A. J. C. Selvaratnan
delivered the Christmas message. As usual

c-14

Mrs. 1. Mathiaparanam
PES,; Ravindralingam
Donald Ramalingam
R Thavachelvam

we put on board both an English play
aod a Tamil play. The last item of the
day. Was a recital of lyrics by Miss Jeeva
Rajaratnam of the staff of Jaffna College.

We are very grateful to her for this
grand recital,

Our thanks are due to Mr. N. Theva-
palasingham, Mr. S, V. Kirupairaj and
Mrs. R. H. Selvarajah for the pains they
fook in training the students for the
English play, and to Mr, S.Edward who
was in charge of the Tamil play.

I take this opportunity to thank our
former Principal, Mr. E. Sabalingam, and
our present Principal, Mr. E. K. Shan-
muganathan, for the sincere interest they
have been taking in our activities,

Our thanks are also due to Mr. WolR7

Rajaratnam, who from 1964 ti]] his retire-
ment on 31st December 1970, had been
our Senior Staff Adviser. We always

looked forward to his help and guidance
and were never disappointed. We are
glad that his successor as Deputy Principal,
Mr. N. S. Rathinasingham, is our new
Senior Staff Adviser. We are thankful
to him for his wise direction and counsel
and also to Mr. S. H. Setukavalar, Mrs. I.
Mathiaparanam and to all other members
of the staff for their help.

Finally, I wish to thank all Christian
students, Catholic and Protestant, and
the members of the S. C. M. Committee
for the enthusiasm they have shown and
the co-operation they have given. I wish
all Centralites a Merry Christmas and a
Blessed New Year.

Donald Ramalingam
Hony. Secretary
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The Catholic Association
Patron: The Principal
Vice Patrons: Mr. S. Edward
Mr. S. Anthonypillai
Mr. A. M. David .
President: M. Kanaganayagam
Vice President: M. V. Anton
Secretary: M. Anton
V. Selvakumar ¢

Treasurer :

I have great pleasure in submitting
the Annual Report of the Catholic Associ-
ation for the year 197!. = We have our
Prayer Meetings on Fridays presided over
by Mr. S. Edward. The Catholic mem-
bers of our staff as well as speakers from
various Catholic Institutions have addressed
our weekly meetings. Special mention
must be made of Mr. P. J. Amirthana-
yagam, retired teacher of St. Patrick’s
College. We are very grateful to him
for a series of talks he gave us with
visual aids.

Our monthly ‘Retreat’ for half a day
began with a social organised by our
Parish Priest, Rev. Fr. B. Soosaipillai,
at the Church of Lady of Refuge at the
beginning of this year. Ever since our
members have been participating in it,
But it is sad to note that the attendance
at the Sunday classes at the Parish church
is not satisfactory. We earnestly appeal
to parents to encourage their children to
attend the Sunday classes. The highlight
of our activities for the year was our
participation at the Catechetical camp on
the 23rd and 24th of October. We bene-
fitted very much by the discussions led
by Rev. Fr. Emmanuel and his team.
They cleared many doubts from our minds:
during the question periods. We wish

to express our sincere thanksto Rev. Fr,
Balasundaram, Rev. Fr. B. Soosaipillai and
Rev. Sister Maria Rose for organising the
camp.

As usual we participated in the
College Carol Service and the X’ mas
plays with our other Christian brethren
in the College. We are proud to say
that our Association is now affliated to
the Federation of All-Ceylon Catholic
Union. We regret that we had to abandon
our annual pilgrimage to the Madhu
Church during the April vacation owing
to the disturbances in the country.

We wish to express our gratitude
to our Patron and Principal, Mr. E. K.
Shanmuganathan, for all the help he has
given our Association. We also thank
the Catholic members of the staff for
their assistance and, guidance, specially to
Mr. S. Edward, who is mainly responsible
for the successful functioning of the
association. I take this opportunity to
say a word of welcome to one of our
Vice Patrons, Mr. A. M. David, who
joined the staff during the course of this
year. Our thanks are due to the President
and all the members who have contributed
their mite towards the. success of this
association. We wish our readers and
the members, A Very Happy Christmas
and A Bright New Year.

M. Anton

Hon. Secretary
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Bullough “House — 1971

Senior House Master
House Captain; .

Secretary : : vV
Treasurer : . R
Athletic Captain : . R
Cricket Captain : K
B Soccer Captain : 5

Hockey Captain :
Volley - ball Captain :
Basket - ball Captain -
Drill Squad Leader :
House Prefects:

It is with great pleasure and pride
that I submit this report. 1971 was a
year of great success for Bulloughites in
all spheres: of activities.  Bulloughites
therefore have good reason to be proud
of themselves.

In field sports we had a grand year.
This year too we emerged champions in
the Inter-House Athletic Meet. We also
won the challenge trophy for Relays. I
have to congratulate three Bulloughites es-

pecially as their achievements were in
large  measure responsible  for our
winning the championship. They are

S. Thevarajan and dR. Sriskantha in the
under 19 age. group, gnd M I. Sheriff Ali
in the under 17 age group. Others who
did well in the meet are M. S. Azad,
A. G. T. Thamber, (under 19) and S.
Kugabalasooriyar (under 16). M. I. Sheriff
Ali set up new times in the 100 metres
and 200 metres and a new mark in the
long jump. He also set up a new record
in the 100 metres at the Jaffna Central
Zonal Meet. 1 must thank again our

Mr. M. Mahadeva
R. Selvakumar
. Nimalanathan
. Balakrishnan -
. Siriskantha .
. Raveendran

Jeyaratnam

Vi Jeyasingam
V. Kamalainathan
) aR = Selvarajah
S. Jeyalingam
R. Balakrishnan,
R. Ratnakumar,

R. Selvakumar
N. Sundaram

Athletic Captain R. Sriskantha for his
inspiring leadership.

We have four outstanding players in
the college Ist XI Hockey team. They
are R. Balakrishnan, Atchuthakumar, S.
Thevarajah and M. I. Sheriff Ali. M. 13
Sheriff Ali was selected to play for Jaffna
Combined Schools’ Hockey team in 1971.

Two members from our house
played in the college Cricket Ist XI.
They are S. Victor and S. Thevarajan.

The Secretary of the Hindu Union,
R. Balakrishnan, and the President of
Tamil Union, M. I. Sheriff Ali, are from
our house.

I am very thankful to our Senior
House Master Mr. M. Mahadeva and the
other Bullough house masters for giving
us all the encouragement that we needed.

Finally, I wish to place on record
my sincere thanks to all Bulloughites
for their enthusiastic co-operation and
assistance. I wish all the Bulloughites
every success and I hope they will keep
our flag flying for years to come.

R. Selvakumar
House Captain
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Percival

Sensar Hause Master:
House Captain :
Secretary :

Treasurer:

Athletic Captain :
Cricket Captain
Soccer Captain :
Hockey Captain :
Volley - ball Captain :
Basket - ball Captain :
Drill Squad Leader :
House Prefects :

In presenting the report of the Percival
House for the year under review, I am
proud to say that we have succeeded to
a great extent, although not to our ex-
pectations. In Athletics, we obtained the
third place in the Inter-House Meet.
However there were a number of excellent
individual preformances by some of our
athletes. K. Visvalingam ran the 1,500
metres race in 4 mins. 40.2 secs. and
created a new College record. He won
the Best Performance Cup as well as the
Championship cup. Ravindran and Raja-
segaram (under 16) also won the Cham-
pionship cup in their group. * Mention
must also be made of Anton, Srikantha,
Ragulan, Sivanesan and Balakrishnan who
helped to increase our points tally, In
addition, I am also very happy to state
that we continue to remain unbeaten in
the Tug-of-War,

Four members of our House, Sri-
kantha, Ravindran, Nalliah and Visvalingam
play in the college Hockey team. Srikantha
is the captain of the College Hockey
First XI. Srikantha and Visvalingam
(under 19) and Ravindran  (under 16)

played in the Jaffna Combined Schools’
Hockey team.

House =% oY

Mr. R. K. Rajasenan
K. Arasaratnam

S. Mahendrarajah
P. Ravindralingam
S. Shanthikumar

K. Suthakar

T. Mangalabarathy
S. Sriskantha

T. Muthukrishnan
R. Nandakumar

K. Sivanesan

V. Balasubramaniam
S. Mahendrarajah
S. Theivendran

Mangalabarathy, Visvalingam  and
Anton are members of the college First XI
Foot ball team. Nandakumar captained
the College Basket -ball team. Percival
House is well represented in the other
sports as well. \

I must sincerely thank the Athletic
Captain and the Treasurer for the excellent
job they did for the house. M. S. S.
Sivakumar has been appointed the Senior
Prefect of the College and we extend
our hearty congratulations to him.

Finally, I would be failing in my
duty, if I do not thank our House Master,
Mr. R. K. Rajasenan, for his ardent support
and advice which were shown in a
positive manner on warious occasiens. I
would also like to make use of this
opportunity to thank’ our former House
Master, Mr. M. Arunasalam, for all the
services he rendered to the House for a
number of years. We hopfe he will
continue to take a lot of interest in our
activities even in his retired life.

May 1 end by thanking the other
Houses for maintaining the true spirit of
sportsmanship and healthy rivalry in all
Inter-House activities.

K. Arasaratnam
House Captain
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Romaine House — 1971

Senior House Master :
House Captain :
Seoretary:
Treasurer:

Athletic Captain :
Cricket Captain :
Football Captain :
Hockey Captain :
Basket-ball Captain
Drill Squad Leader :
House Prefects:

It is with great pleasure and pride
that I submit this report for the year
1971.

Athletics :

We gained the second place in the
Athletic Meet of our college. We con-
gratulate Bullough on coming first. J. K.
Premachandran, our captain, performed
splendidly in the Javelin Throw and the
100 metres, coming first in both events.
In the 100 metres ewent he covered the
distance in 11.8 secqnds to equal the
ground record set up by ‘P. Poovendra:n
in 1966. He would have come first 1n
the 300 mejres hurdles too, but unfortu-
nately he stumbled at the very last hur-
dle. P. Vijayanathan gained one first place
and two seconds while N. Narendran was
placed first in the Discus Throw. S, Siva-
kumaran too did well.

The Juniors Anura (under 16) and
C. Balakrishnan (under 14) became cham-

c-15

Mr. M. Paramananthan
T. N. Gunaratnam
K. Sivaji

S. Vasudevan

J. K. Premachandran
M. S. Nazeer

G. N. Edward

S. Srishanker

S. Sritharan

R. Thavachelvam

T. Mahendran

V. Sivaji

M. S. Nazeer

J. K. Premachandran

S. Vasudevan
G. Sriharan

pions in their respective groups. J. K.
Premachandran and P. Vijayanathan
brought us further honour, both by being
selected for the JSSA Zonal Athletic Meet
and Public Schools’ Athletic Meet and by
doing extremely well in their events. " J. K.
Premachandran was placed first in the
Javelin Throw in both meets. In the
JSSA Zonal Athletic Meet, he was placed
first in the 300 metres Hurdles and second
in the Long Jump, while P. Vijayanathan
came second in the 300 -metres Hurdles
and third in the 110 metres Hurdles. .

Soccer:
We won the Inter - House Champion.

ship this year. For this we are greatly

indebted to our captain . N. .E;dward.
His enthusiasm and daring spirit was
backed by all - round team.work. The
following have found places in the college
Soccer First Eleven: G. N. ]?I.dward,
M. A. Canaganayagam and P. Vijayana-
than.
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Cricket :

Seven Romainites are in the College
XI — T. Mahendran, J. K. Premachandran,
D. J. Niles, M. S. Nazeer, G. R. Handy,
T. Thavendran and T. N. Gunaratnam.
T. Mahendran had the honour of scoring
the only double century of the season,
while J. K. Premachandran excelled as a
bowler. J. K. Premachandran, T. Mahen-
dran and M. S. Nazeer were selected for
the Northern Zonal Schools’ (under 18)

Eleven.

I will be failing in my duty if I do
not mention a Romainite who has brought
honour to the house in a different way.
V. Sivaji, one of our House Prefects, has

Scholarship to Calcutta University to follow
a course in Statistical Engineering.

I must sincerely thank the House
Treasurer S. Vasudevan, Secretary K.
Sivaji, Athletic Captain J. K. Premachan.
dran, Drill Squad Leader R. Thavachele
vam, Cricket Captain M. S. Nazeer and
Basket-ball Captain S. Sritharan for their
great assistance to me in keeping our
House flag flying.

«©

Finally, T wish to thank on behalf
of us all, our Senior House Master Mr.
M. Paramanantham. With his tact and
sociability, his refusal to lost heart at any
time he was able to rouse the enthusiasm

of everyone and was in a very great

been awarded a Government of India measure responsible for our successes.
T. N. Gunaratnam
Captain

Wilkes

Senior House Master :

House Report

Mr. K. Manickavasagar

House Captain : R. Nanthakumar

Athletic Captain : K. M Shathikvsse :
Cricket Captain : S. Rajendra

Football Captain : K. Ragunathan g

Basketball Captain : G. G. Benjamin .

Hockey Captain : T. Thirukumar

Volleyball Captain : T. Rudren

Dramatic Group : B. Balasubramaniam, S. Srikumar

Uthayakumar,

Thiyagarajah and

R. Illankovan

House Secretary :
House Treasurer:
House Prefects :

B. Balasubramaniam
A. Kamalesan

S. Sivakumar,
A. Muhunthan,

S. Srikumar,
R. Nanthakumar

A. Kamalesan



This year Wilkes House kept its
bamner flying ‘high in many actiiies,
The boys took to in a big way in the many
interests of the House. The keenness and
efficiency of the boys were revealeq when
the House annexed the March Past Prize
after six years.” Our boys did wel] in the
Sports Meet too. Special mention must
be made of our Athletic Captain — K. M.
Shanthikumar who did much more than
was expected from him. At the Sports
Meet he was the proud possessor of the
Under 17 Championship cup and to crown
it all, he made other athletes look small
when he broke three existing college re-
cords — in the 400 metres, Putt Shot and
Pole Vault. He did not stop with his
achievements here; for he went on to win
more laurels at the Public Schools’ Meet
and the Junior Nationals Meet held in
Colombo. He came first in the Pole Vault
and third in the High Jump respectively.
We are indeed very proud to possess an
athlete of such ability. Another athlete
worthy of special mention is A. Kamalesan
who did well in the sports meet and
came fourth in the Public Schools’ High
Jump event. Other athletes who brought
credit to the House were Under 14 Cham-
pion B.]. Jeyam and Over 19 Champion
T. Rudren. P. Sivasubramaniam, P. Shan-
gar, S. Sivamithiran and M. Jeyakumar
too took an active part.

L ]

We have a proud card of academic
achievements too to®show. M. Kumara-
lingam won a scholarship to Russia. He
was the only Tamil in that batch. We
wish him”all success in his studies. A.
Muhunthan, C. Y. Knight and B. E. Y.
Thomas were three of the few that en-
tered the Ceylon University. We wish
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1 the best in their new
¢ sphere,

these three too al
advanced academi

The other stalwarts of the House
were K. Arulananthan who led the college
Basketbal] team, M. Jeyakumar-—skipper

of the college Cricket 1st XI, ‘S. Siva-
kumar — Deputy Senior Prefect, K. Ragu-
nat%lan — Vice Secretary of the H. S. S.
Union, S, Srikumar — Science Union Pre-

sident and B, Balasubramaniam H
. =~ H.S &
Union President, :

The following members of the House
played in the college teams :

Hockey 1st XI: T. Thirukumar and

T. Shanmugalingam.

Cricket 1st XI:

P. Sivasubramaniam,
S. Rajendra and

K. M. Shanthikumar.
K. M. Shanthikumar,
P. Sivasubramaniam,
N. Jeyarajah and

T. Shanmugalingam.
P. Shanger, N. Kugan
and S. Manoharan.

Football 1st XI:

2nd XI:

3rd XI :

S. Sivamithran and
Edward.

G. G. Benjamin
R. Illankovan.

and

Basketball :

I thank the Senior House
Master, Mr. K. Manickavasagar, whose
services and counselling have been very
valuable to us, and who has been in the
forefront steering the House through many
obstacles. I also thank the House Pre-
fects and boys who by their co-operation
and achievements helped the House to
win its laurels.

Finally,

R. Nanthakumar
House Captain

. —
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Report of the Jat (1969 —

i ivilege and a

I deem 1t pr *

pleasant task to present the Rel?ort. ofle fo(:
Jaffna Central College Teachers Circ

i hers’
the period under review. Thfe ’.l"eac 4
has been functioning as

a great

Circle which '
forceful, ‘vibrant’ Body for' a llttletm;;i
than three decades had its baptis

ceremony In the nineteen- thirties, hfas1
during the years matured 1nto .a power uh
and well-knit body, better equipped bot
physically and mentally to solve all pro-
blems confronting the teachers. In short,
it has contributed in mno small measure
not only to strengthening our bonds of
friendship and cordiality but also in helping
us to work as a team — with one accord.

1969 :

In the year under review, Messrs’
T.I. Abraham, S. Mahalingam, S. Kula-
segarasingam, V. S. Suntharasingam and
C. Kesavarajah left us — the former two
taking their bow . from the stage they
sirode for more than two decades. It
gives me deep satisfaction to record that
both these resourceful and respected mem-
bers of the ‘Circle’ are actively engaged
even after their retirement — the former
as Business Secretary of the Jaffna Y. M.
C. A. and the latter as a Teacher in Brunei.
Mr. S. Kulasegarasingam who has been
associated with the School for well nigh
fort_v years,” both as student and teacher,
1s now Lecturer in English at the .Palaly
Teacher’s Training College. . Mr. V. S,

Suntharasingam who bad thrown himself
fully into the School’'s “Hindu religious
activities as President of the J. C. C.

Hindu Mantram, left us on promotion as
Head Master. We extend to them our
sincgre wishes for many more years of
service. Mr. C. Kesavarajah left us to

fna Central

Collége Teachers’ Circle
1971 ) .

the course for the Diploma in

follow he University of Ceylon.

Education at t

1970: )

Messrs. A. Sinnathamby, R. Lanka-
durai, T. Kanagalingam and C..Balara:
man - joined the Circle during thi® vyear,
But no sooner had these got accustomed to
the traditions of the Circle, than another
band of teachers left us — Veterans Messrs.
A. Mathiyaparanam, V.. -V. -Rajardtasimg
M. Arunasalam and K. Somasundaram.

The Circle new misses the mirth and
laughter that usually followed the anec-
dotes related by the linguist Mr. Mathi-
yaparanam.
of the pleasure of listening to the vibrant
stentorian notes of Mr. V. V. Rajaratnam,
the sharp but pleasant altos of Mr. M.
Arunasalam and the deep ‘baritone’ of
Mr. K. Somasundaram.

1971 :

We congratulate Mr. N. S. Rathina-
singam, a former President of our Circle,
who was appointed Deputy Principal of the
College in succession to Mr. V. V. Raja-
ratnam, at the begipning of this ‘year.
The Circle felicitated him at a dinner.
Our congratulations 4nd best wishes.

During this year we welcomed into
our midst Messrs. N. Thevapalasingam,
V. T. Tharmarajah, V. Umapathisivam,
A. Sathasivam, Mrs. P. Balasundaram,
Mrs. L. Selvaratnam, Miss P. Chelliab,
Miss P. Victoria and Mr. M. Basheer.

: The following members left us during
this period. Mrs. P, 'Sabaratnam left
us on transfer to Colombo, Mr. K. V-

We are also now deprived

e -
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Rasalingam left us to follow a two year
specialised Course in Mathematics at the
Teachers’ Training College, Palaly. Mr.
K. Kathiravelu went on promotion as
Grade | Head Master.” Our past Principal
Mr. E. Sabalingam and the Head Master
Mr. S. S. Veluppillai both left us this
year — the former as a Selection Grade
Principal to the premier Hindu institution of
the island — Jaffna Hindu College — and the
later as® Head Master to the ( Practising )
Senior Secondary School at Nallues Mr. L.
Kesavarajah who returned to us from
Peradeniya was also transferred to a School
in Matale. We wish them all a very
happy time in their new environment.

Weddings :
Our best wishes to the following
couples.

Mr. S. Anthonipillai — Miss Angela
Singarayar
Mr. V. K. Balasubramaniam —
Miss Kamalawathy Subramaniam
Mr. R. Lankadurai — Miss Joyce
Shanthamalar Sachithanantham

Deaths:

We record with deep regret the pass-
ing away of the much revered Principals
— the Rev. Dr. D. T. Niles and Mr.
A. E. Tamber. Thg sudden and untimely
deaths of these two ‘giants’ in the field
of Education came as rude shocks to us:
They had not only graced all our social
functions Qut also most ungrudgingly come
to our rescue in our hours of need.

Meetings and Other Activities :

In all we have had 10 General
‘Meetings, and 16 Committee Meetings
during the period under review. Our Cir-
<le responded to the call of the pation

c-16
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E)‘y generously contributing towards the
Save the Country Fund.”

The Annual Staff Vs. Prefect Soccer
Match was played recently. A multitude
of students showed their enthusiasm by
scr.eaming their hearts out at the magni-
ficient display of their tutors. Zeal of
a rare order by the staff kept their sup-
porters spell bound.

During the Golden Jubilee Celebra-

tic'ms of our Commercial Department, our
Circle entertained the Departmental offi-
cials and Guests at a launcheon on Party.

Our new Principal Mr. E. K. Shan-
muganathan was welcomed at a Garden
Party organised by the Circle. The Com-
mittee of the OBA and PTA were also
invited to this function.

The Circle bid farewell to Mr. E.

Sabalingam at a grand dinner organised
by the Circle.

With frequent transfers or the threat
of transfer of teachers and the consequent
lessening of the attachment of the staff

to the school the role of any association
like the Teachers’ Circle as a force that
strengthens the bonds of love and under-
standing among members is really formi-
dable.

I will be failing in my duty if I
do not thank our President Mr. K. Manicka-
vasagar who has been always a guiding star
of our Circle and conducting the affairs of the
‘ Circle’ in a most acceptable and efficient
manner. 1 am thankful to the members
of the Executive Committee who helped
me in carrying out my duties to the
satisfaction of all concerned.

Fipally, may I take this opportunity
to thank each and every one of the mem-
bers of the Circle for their whqlehearted
support in all social functions and

meetings.

our

A. Balasingham
Hony. Secretary



PRIZE DAY HYMN

Lord of our life, on this glad day,
Praise we Thy name, and humbly pray
That grace divine and godly fear,

May crown the labours of the year.

The best and highest glory, Lord,
Help us to seck; Thy strength afford
With noble toil and joyous praise
Gladly to fill our round of days.

Let Central’'s sons afar who dwell,

In distant homes, the chorus swell;
Bless Thou their toil, and bind as one
Those present here, those long since gone.

Teach us to serve the land we love,
Steadfast for truth, all things to prove;

Bid us in dark or light to stand

In honour firm, a chosen band.

Teachers and taught may wisdom gimde,
Through all the years with us abide ;

Let this our College ever be .
Home of one pure fraternity.

THE CENTRAL — AUGUST 1923
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