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MESSAGE

It gives mc very great pleasure indeed to send this message
to this year’s issue of your magazine, “KALAI CHELVI” as 1 did
last year. Through a period of nearly four decades your institution
has been in the vanguard of the educational, social, cultural and
religious advancement of the Tamil community of the entire Bastern
Province.

The responsibility that is cast upon the shoulders of the
teachers who pass out of this institution is very great for it is
they who have to mould future generations to live and work
together as useful citizens of Mother Lanka so that, as the years
80 by, all our children, to whatever community they may belong,
may live in peace and harmony as equal citizens of a united Sri
Lanka.

I have to commed the laudable co -operative effort of
the Principal, the Staff and the Teacher — Trainees of the Batticaloa
Government Teachers’ College for their untiring activity both in the
academic field and in their multi - faceted co - curricular programme.

I would like to express the hope that all those who
pass out of your institution will become well -balanced and well -
equipped teachers living up to the traditional ideal of the “GURU"

I wish yon all success in your endeavours.

S. #H D. Sumanasekera

Director of Bducatibn,
(Teachers’ Colleges - Administration)
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A MESSAGE

to the

Out - going Teacher Trainees

I was a teacher at Batticaloa long years ago In fact I taught here last
in 1958 Returning home this year, one of the first things I heard was that among
the twenty-four cducational districts in the Island, Batticaloa has been found to be
last in standard of cducation. This is sad news and we owe it to ourselves to do
something about it. It is particularly the responsibility of those of you who are
leaving this College as trained teachers to reflect on what can be done to remedy
this situation.

Our first impulse s to think of the fuller covering of syllabuses, better
methods of teaching and testing and so on in this connection. These certainly have
their place. There are, however, more fundamental matters. The word ‘‘education”
is said to come from the Latin words ex (out) and duco (I draw). This etymology
is sometimes disputed but it will serve our present purpose. To educate is to draw
out. Bducation is the drawing cut of the child what is alrcady in him in an
embryonic or undeveloped form, But we should remember that what is in the child
is very much conditioned by the environment around him. To put the matter
simply, education is most successful in the midst of an educated community. This
takes us straight to the question of what an educated community is. T should say
that an educated community is one that has got its values right. If the people
around a child think that money and the power and position that can now be
bought with eash are the chief ends of life, then thz child is growing up in an
_uneducated community. No one should belittle money. Few of us can do withqut
it. Yet the pursuit of money often leads to the throwing away of every det?ent
value. Honesty is the first casualty as bribery begins to be seen as a very .eﬂicunt
instrument for the acquisition of placa and position. Honour loses its weaning and
the pupil living in such a community soon realizes that education is a slow,
labourious and -pretty inefficient way of getting the prizes of life.

Even if the pupil decides that it is worth his while to secure a University
degree he soon discovers that entrance to the University can be got in two ways,
by ”acquiring a sound knowledge of his Advanced Level subjects or, what io. much
easier, cramming notes and answers to past questions. When the student is in the
University the same two options are open to him for obtaining a University
degree. From time to time there are startling revelations in the newspapers of the




absurd answers that University graduates have given at interviews for jobs, even to
questions in their degree subjects. In these circumstances it is small wonder that
many pupils in the schools do mot carc to learn.

Thesc are other evils that have crept into our society, One is drink. There
have always been people who cannot face up to life without the Dutch courage
that drunkenness gives. But in the past those who got drunk generally took ecare
pot to be seen drunk in public. Today things arc different. We have bipeds who
think it no disgrace to sink to the level of quadrupeds in public. The virtues of
punetuality and conscientious work for pay received have largely disappeared. People
who are paid to do work spend their time in the Cantecn, at the carrom board,
or reading the newspapers Late-coming and carly leaving are the order of the day.

There is no point in labouring matters that cverybody is aware of. But is
there anything that can be done to remedy these evils which are so Augean and
which have taken so strong a hold on our society ? People have seen these evils,
quailed at their magnitude and decided to do nothing. However, in the fight against
socia! evils victorym is not always won by a single massive assault. Says Shakespeare,
“How far that liitle candle throws his beams! So shines a good deed in a naughty
world.” 1 am convinced that even if a few teachers in each school enter the
struggle to save our sociely, their examples, shining like a little candle in a naughty
world, will catch on and ultimately the rot can be stemmed. In any case, if the
offort is not made in the schosls, where the young are trained, there is little hope
of betterment for socicty.

What can you teachers do? I de not think anything heroic is demanded
of you. In fact what you should do, though potent in its likely effects, cam be
stated in a fow words. Prepare vour lessons well, devoting more time to thinking
about them than to the writing of formal notes of lessons. As you teach, let the
pupils realize that you attach great importance to what you are doing. Go to school
in time. Take as little leave as possible. Outside your school behave as a respec:
table law-abiding citizen, It is best not to drink. But if you must, do not drink

in the presence of your pupils and never get drunk. Tell vour pupils occasionally
about the higher ideals of lifs.

Bvery good wish for you and for education, particulazly in onr District.

R.E J A Seukoualos
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