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THE LATE MR. R. SIVADASAN
(VICE-PRINCIPAL, MANIPAY HINDU COLLEGE)
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Born: 12-4-1919 Died: 29-1-64
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He s intelligent, industrious and trustworthy.
Dr. A. Kandiah




THE PILLAR OF STRENGTH

Mr. K. MUTHUVETPILLAI
(Principal, Manipay Hindu College)

Mr. R. Sivadasan passed away within four hours
of the reports reaching us that he was taken ill and ad-
mitted to hospital. The Manipay Hindu College has
lost one of her dearest sonss A good deal of her

glamour too went with him.

He figured prominently on the Manipay Hindu
College scene for over three decades first as an out-
standing athlete and soccer player, then as the Sports
Master and finally as the Vice-Principal. It 1s diffi-
cult for one to think of the M. H. C. without think-
ing of Sivadasan. At the young age of forty-four
he was already the most senior teacher in the service
of the school. That several generations of our students
will remember him with love and affection was evident
to everyone who was present at his funeral.

He was a realist, extremely resourceful and cool
as cucumber even in the most difficult of situations.
Not only would he face any problem with calm
courage but also would inspire others around him to
do likewise. I had the privilege of having him as
my sole companion for long stretches of time scouring
the nooks and corners of the country on the school’s
beh:ﬁif. fHei “LOUId[ t;ke complete charge of me and I
wou eel that
This feeling of strenagdthah:’evh()le S e

gave me whenever and
wberever we were together. Memories of this assocl~
ation 1 shall cherish to the end of my days.
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He was a tower of strength to the school too.
To it he devoted the greater part of his life. He
enjoved the respect and  regard of (those within and
without the school in such a measure that few adminis-
trative problems went past him. He believed that rules

were made for man and not man for rules .and in
his approach to any problem would give due recogni-
tion to the individual, be it adult or adolescent. A
man of few words, he had the special knack of
putting across to colleagues and students home-truths
without hurting but producing desired results. If he
agreed with me about any action it gave ; me the
feeling that it cannot but be right. 1f he differed he
was slow in giving expression to it but before long
he would give concrete illustration in support of his

point of view.

At school he served as a connecting link between
several generations of students and teachers. Only two
days before his death he pegged out the site for the
College pavilion. May it become the symbol that will
keep alive his memory among us in the years to come.

@

He s a young man of exemplary conduct
and thoroughly reliable and trustworthy.

A. Ginige



MR. V. VEERASINGHAM,
EMERITUS PRINCIPAL, M. H. C.

ON THE DEATH OF
"MR. R. SIVADASAN

To one subject to occasional bouts of over-
whelming gloom on account of the untimely death
of beloved Sivadasan, the request of Mr. K. Muttu-
vetpillai, the Principal of Manipay Hindu College,
to contribute an article to the issue of an In-memo-
riam is a God-given opportunity to give vent to the
pent up feelings: [ am proud of and appreciate very
much the spontaneous outburst of feeling of the
Principal, Staff and Students of the Manipay Hindu
College and Manipay Ladies College on hearing of
his sudden illness and death which found befitting
expression in one of the grandest of funerals of

recent times. They gave their blood also in gallons
but it was of no avail. |

“Those whom God loves die young', is often
heard in the funerals of men like Sivadasan. He
was only 44 when he died. Another upright student
of mine very devoted and loyal to me and easily
moved to righteous indignation once asked me while
I was only an assistant to explain why it is said
that those whom God loves die young. It was then
a puzzle to me also. I put him off saying that
death 1s a matter of destiny and good character had
no adverse effect on one’s span of life.  He did
not believe me but he is still alive and youngishly
old.- It may be useful here to mention that it is
the finding of modern science that the length of
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life of an individual is predetermined in the genes
of his original cell in the womb itself. In the case
of those whom God loves, it is not the body that
dies, but it 1s their Ego, selfish individuality,
gymreun that dies. There 1s no doubt that God
loved Sivadasan for he was never egoistic, never
selfish, never conceited but ever ready to submerge
his self in the interest of his school, his community,
his friends and the needy. He took a delight in
giving ungrudgingly his service, his money and his
advice. He had a very tactful way in advising
others and gave his full sympathy and co-operation
even to those who resented and refused to follow

his advice.

As a student, he had a halo about him: with
jet black hair having a tendency to curl which he
assiduously pressed down with a plentiful supply of
oil, with a forehead unusually broad for a youngster,
his unblemished soul peeping through the windows
of his eyes be-speaking the purity of character, his
lips beaming with a smile of innocence for his teachers
and friends, he endeared himself to all and finished
his career at the school acclaimed by all as an

ideal student.

He was an all-rounder. In foot—ball, he was a
formidable full back.- It was a difficult task to break
through the defence line manned by him and his
brother, Mr. R. S. Kumaraswamy. They were both
star athletes * also and contributed not a little to
the record breaking retention of championship in
foot-ball and athletics by the College. His scholastic
career was equally brilliant with a good number of
distinctions. His respect and regard for his teachers
endured through-out his life.

‘ 2
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When he became an assistant under me, he
soon became the hero of students and the confidant
of his old teachers and schoolmates who then formed
the staff with a few outsiders. He was doing for the
most  part Mathematics and never complained of
heavy work. It was rarely that Mr. Sivadasan was
on leave. lllness shunned him and his conscientious-
ness for duty evercame it when it dared to show
its head. He equipped himself for the profession he
had chosen and read a number of books on Edu-
cation. He proved himself an ideal teacher and wielded
an influence for good on all who came in con-
tact with him. His devotion to work was his worship

of God. He was a ‘Karma Yogi'.

He was a dutiful son, a devoted husband, a loving
father, a dependable friend, an affectionate brother
and a dedicated teacher. - Born of a gentleman, he
died a gentleman. The dance of life on earth, we
sometimes find bizarre and silly. Inscrutable to us 1s
the wisdom of God. Contemplation on his noble life
so much appreciated by all should be a source of
consolation to his bereaved family and an inspiration
to his children as well as to his bigger family of
students and teachers of both the Colleges to which
he gave his devoted service.

K

te kept hus end up with pluck and determination.
S. A. Pakeman



“THE LIGHT HE LEAVES BEHIND HIM LIES
UPON THE PATHS OF MEN.”

Mr. T. T. JAYARATNAM
(Principal, Mahajana College, a former Colleague)

“Cut is the branch that might have grown full
straight,”” would have been the lament in the lips
of his numerous friends and admirers when they
heard of the shocking news of Sivadasan’s sudden
and untimely demise. It is difficult for one to
believe that he has for ever departed this world. Unkind
death has removed from our midst a friend so
sincere and true, a worker so unobtrusive and yet
so devotedly wedded to his cause, a man whose
integrity and strength of character compelled the
admiration of those who knew him.

Sivadasan was a stripling when he came from
the University College to join the teaching staff of
Mahajana some 2! years ago. Though he was then
a complete stranger to us, we did not actually
regard him as one. His distinguished grandsire, the
late Adigar C. M. Sinnayah, was the Manager of the
school during her difficult days between 1919 and 1921.
So when the affable scion of that venerable son of
Jaffna came to us, it was like a long lost son
returning to the family fold. His youthful vigour, his
captivating smile and his charming amiability soon
won the affection of his colleagues and students alike-

As the first science graduate in the history of
Mahajana he had a rather exacting assignment to
carry out. He had to plan out, almost from scratch,

the entire science education leading to the Senior



School Certificate Examination. But this task did not
prove too difficult for thim. In a matter of weeks
the entire science work was smoothly on its wheels
without ever a Jolt or a rumble. He was also our
Prefect of Games. As a Coloursman of the University
he threw himself heart and soul iInto our sports
activities. He would, of an evening, take the field
along with the soccer team of the school or leap
over the bar inch by inch demonstrating to his wards
the finer techniques of pole vaulting. He never
believed in coaching from the side lines. He revelled
in being right in the thick of the game and enjoying
the thrill of it all. [t may be said that whatever
progress Mahajana has made since then in the spheres
of science education and sports was due in some
measure to the pioneering work he had done during
his brief sojourn here. He left us towards the end of

1944 to join the staff of Manipay Hindu.

What impressed me most in his life was his
calm, equable and serene temper unruffled by any
storm or stress around him. He had undoubtedly a
Yve!l disciplined temper. He would leave unwarranted
irritations well alone. Perhaps his disarming
took care of any awkward situation, and the next
moment he would have forgotten all about 1it. H
never harboured any ill-will against any one 'Thie
f:omglete mastery over himself was something .uni S
in his ch?racter- He had also a soundness of dun
ment, which might well have been the env ]uf ie
elders. He would almost intuitively suggest :’sc; t1 "
to a .problem,. and very often that proved to ?)u “})1“
best in the circumstance. Personally | had o e
to consult him on many matters and [ alwaycscas;zlnt

smile
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“that he had something constructive to offer. It may
well be said of him that

“His years were young, but his experience old,
His head unmellow’d but his judgement ripe”

He was generally of a retiring disposition.
Unostentatious almost to a fault, he deliberately
shunned the footlights. He never sought offices - and
kudos, though he could have got plenty of them if
he had only exerted himself even slightly. The solid
and lasting contributions he has made to the acti-
vities of Sports Associations of Jaffna, and particu-
larly of the Jaffna Schools’ Sports Association, of
which body he was a valued member, were mostly
from behind the scenes. His Jife characterised as it
was by a singular modesty, a graceful reserve and a
gentleness of manner should always serve as a guid-
ing light to our youth.

“Were a star quenched on high
For ages would its light
Still lingering through the sky
Shine on our mortal sight.
So when a good man dies,
For years beyond our ken
The light he leaves behind him lies
Upon the paths of men.”



A GOOD AND NOBLE MAN

Mr. K. SIVARAJAH
(Principal, Yarlton College, a former Colleague)

The news of the death of Mr. Sivathasan came
as a shock to those of us who knew him for a long
time. Mr. Sivathasan is still remembered with respect
and love by his Colleagues at Victoria College where
he first taught for a short period before joining the
teaching Staff of Mahajana College.

It is over twenty years now but his memory 1S
still fresh in our minds.

He loved his pupils and his work. His cheerful-
ness. genial humour and refinement of manner endeared
him to all. Beside these qualities were a deep serious-
ness and mature wisdom. He never said a harsh
word nor did anything mean. He mixed well with
his Colleagues and students; never missing an
opportunity to join in games such as Football which
he loved. Yet in his tastes and attitudes he was an
¢ aristocrat’ in the best sense. | am happy that his
admirers and friends are desirous of honouring the
memory of this good and noble man. [ wish to
convey our deep sympathy to his bereaved family.



UNIVERSITY SOCCER XI
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WE PLAYED SOCCER FOR TWELVE
LONG YEARS TOGETHER

MR. E. SABALINGAM
(Vice-Principal, Kokuvil Hindu College)

Siva was here with us yesterday but he is
no more here today. The cruel hand of fate has
plucked the flower that was in full bloom shedding
fragrance to all its surroundings. Kveryone of us
is destined to die but death has come too soon for
Siva and he passed away so early in life. He will
ever live in the memory of his friends and his grate-
ful students. His infective smile and his calm and
coolness under any ruffled circumstances will be
remembered for all times.

It was in the field of sports that I met Siva
dasan for the first time. In the year 1934 when the
intercollegiate football mateh organised by the
Jaffna Schools Sports Association was played for the
first time in the then newly opened grounds at
Koddadi, Siva played for Manipay Hindu College
and myself on the opposing side for Jaffna Hindu
College. From that time onwards we had known
each other but it was in 1987 when we entered °
_the University College that we became closer and
this close friendship continued till the other day.

We were at the University College for four
years and during this time he earned the respect
and goodwill of his fellow students and the lecturers
and professors too. His life at the University was
an active one. He represented the University soccer
team for all the four years and Captained the team
in the year 1989 — 1940 during which time I had
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the pleasure of being the secretary and l.]iS deputy.
It was during this year that the University College
soccer team entered for the first time in its history,
in the tournament organised by the then Colombo
Amateur Football League. In the following year, he
was elected as the secretary of the amalgamation
Club: This Club was ccnstituted of all captains of
the various games and the staff representatives and
this Club controlled the finances of the various
sections. As soccer captain, I was also abt thab
time a member of the Club. The club was directed
to vote a sum of money to the ‘“send a plane
fund.” As secretary he had to carry the directive.
The student population of the college which was
strongly in support of the independence movement,
became restive and demanded that this be with-
drawn. Under very difficult and trying circumst-
ances he maintained himself with dignity and de-
corum, The same year he was also Vice-President
of the Tamil Society. Though a little short in
stature, he was a great jumper and vaulter. He
obtained places at the University Athletic Meets
in both the events and won the high hurdles. That
memorable day when Mr. A. C. Dep broke the
Ceylon Pole Vault record, Siva obtained the second
place.

Having obtained the degree in 1941, he
returned to Jaffna and started teaching. Teac:.hing
was a calling for him. With the academic (uali-
fications and this achievements in the field of sports,
Siva during those days could have obtained a job
which might bave brought him more money and
perbaps fame. He was so devoted to his home
and his mother ‘hat he chose to remain in Jaffna.
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During our University days, when we came
for the holidays in September, and as there were
quite a large number of us who represented the
University, we used to put up a team and play
almost all the Colleges in Jaffna. This spirit of
ours continued even after we left the Univer-
sity and came to live in Jaffna. Siva and I played
soccer for twelve long years together in the same
team-—he as full back and I as goalkeeper. This
would give a glimpse of the close understanding and
friendship that we had developed.

In October 1942 Siva had invited me to play
a match at Manipay Hindu College. It was on that
day he introduced me to Mr. P. Selvaratnam another
old boy of Manipay Hindu College. Though Selva
did not play soccer himself, he made others play,
and his enthusiasm for the game was beyond anybody’s
imagination. The day, we three met will be always
remembered by me. On that day was laid, foundation
for the formation of the Jaffna Sports Association
which was inaugurated in 1943. Selvaratnam became
its Secretary while Siva became the first captain of
the Jaffna Sports Association football team. Since
Siva was an active player representing the Orients
which was then considered to be the foremost club
in Jaffna, he did not hold office in the J. S. A. If
there had been representative soccer those days
and if Siva had lived in Colombo, he would have
been ranked with the then famous full backs Krishng
and Munna of Ceylon. In 1949 he was elected
Secretary of the athletic section of the J. 8. A. and
he conducted the first eleven athletic meet held in
Jaffna for clubs. The next year he had to move
to Colombo for his Diploma in Educatjon. After a

3
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break of two years he again took over the destinies
of the athletic section. In 1953 he took over the
secretaryship of the football section and ran that

very efficiently for two years.

Later in 1955 he was elected General Secretary
of the Jaffna Association which office he held with
distinctiou for a number of years. Apart from build-
ing up this association, he was a founder member
of the Jaffna Football Referees Association and served
for some time as its Secretary. He was a class
one referee and contributed much to the improvement
of soccer by officiating and training younger folks.
In the field of athletics too, he was an active official
lecturing to the trainees. He was a common
sight at all the big meets held in Jaffna for the last two
decades. When the Jaffna Amateur Athletic Association
was formed from the foundations truly and well laid
by the athletic section of J.S. A, he was as a measure of
gratitude, elected a life-member. In the Jaftna-
Schools Sports Organisation he was a member of the
Council for all the years since 1946 and his advice
and guidance was sought after in all their delibera-
tions. He served invariably in all the sub.-committees
during this period.

Jaffna has lost a great Sportsman and leader whose
charm and vitality endeared him to many. We take
consolation in the fact that he had lived a useful
life and contributed to the betterment of humanity
during the short period he remained with us. To
his dear ones, may I say, that he will continue to
give his guidance from above.



«“MY ROOM-MATE AT JAYATILLEKE HALL"”

M. KARTHIGESAN
(Teacher, Jaffna Hindu College)

Death comes hard to the living when it strikes
down on one who is near or dear. Hqually hard
is it when it, swoops down on a colleague of one’s

own age.

The other day it was the brilliant Dickie Atty.
galle of Royal, classmate at the 'Varsity. Today it
is the athletic Sivadasan of Manipay Hindu, room-
mate at Jayatilleke Hall. Both were teachers; and
both in their mid-forties when life is yet too full
for one to become philosophical.

But when friends like these give up the match (as
Siva never did at soccer) at the interval, one does
become sad and circumspect if not philosophical.

Life, as Samaranayake so faithfully reminds us,
depends on the liver. It is ironmically unfortunate
that Siva, excellent teacher of maths that he was,
went foraging, (as he sometimes did even as a
fill-back) to prove this pun too. But before he came
to the corollary, before letting scelerosis lay its
cold hand on him, Siva, methodical in all that he
taught and learnt, had proved the main thing, the
theorem—that life is to be lived, be it in sport
and pastime or study and pedagogy. Success came
to Siva before sadness did to us. That, in short, is
the consolation.

He was a great sportsman, with the unfailing
sense of balance so essential to success at games. Like
the dancing deity of whom it was intended that
he should be aslave, he never placed a foot wrong
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when at soccer, he sidled in for a soaring either-

footed frst-time clearance. In the pole-jump, only
A. C. Dep, the Ceylon record holder for more than
two decades, was his superior in power and height.
But for power rendered graceful by poise Siva was

the model for even Dep to follow.

Dep was just one of his contemporaries. There
were other All-Ceylon champions too at the varsity —
B. C.de Silva, R. E. Kitto, H. M. P. Perera, Sathi
Coomaraswamy, L. P. Ernst, Ray de Zilva, Stanley
Senanayake, C. R. Arndt, Fred Perera and others.
It was a veritable riot of “colours-men” to which
Sivadasan, captain at soccer, contributed Manipay
Hindu’s Red and Blue.

When Siva came back to his old school as a
teacher, he worked hard to keep the tradition going.
He was both model and instructor, but champions
like Duraisingham and Sivadasan don’t come every
year to any school.

Siva however was never so temperamental as to
be frustrated, never so parochial as to work for
success only at Manipay Hindu, °Fresh woods and
pastures new’ there were; and the Jaffna Schoo]
Sports Association availed itelf of his services not as
a president —he was too reticent, too efficient to

be that—but as a secretary, quiet and confident and
competent.

More than all these, he was a sportsman in the
sense that the word is used of a man who has never
propelled a ball or pushed himself over a bar. He .was
a man in whose warm, friendly companionship
anyone would feel he was also a man.
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““A BRIGHT STAR"
MR. S. ARUMUGAM
(Teacher, Manipay Hindu College)

As a bright star disappears from men’s view
never to show its brilliance again, so did the late
Mr. Sivathasan depart from this world on the 29th of
January. No one who talked to him the day before
would have ever thought that Death was in such
close pursuit after him: So sudden was his end that
it came as a rude shock plunging in unspeakable
grief not only his colleagues but all else who were
associated with him.

Many years will have to roll by to heal the
sorrow felt for him, but his memory will last
throughout our life time since he had in himself
a happy combination of a few admirable traits. He
held an eminent position in teaching, administration,
and sports. He took to each of these duties with
the ease of a fish taking to water. He was a con-
scientious worker with great devotion to his work.

No one would have failed to be struck with
his unostentatiousness, his amiable and unassuming
nature, politeness and courteousness at all times. He
had a great desire for doing service to others, how-
ever humble they may be. As a man of fewer
words but of more action, he was always ready to
do his utmost to any one who approached him for
a help. All his work at school, at home and in his
fields and farms did not deter him from doing a

good turn to others. He was straightforward and out-
spoken and he always kept his word. His religion
may be summed up as follows:

“He prayeth best who loveth best
Both man and bird and beast”.

Rarely we come across the like of him. M'ay

God bless his soul.



MY FIRST AND THE BEST

MR. S. T. CHARI
(Teacher, Manipay Hindu College)

The death of a mere teacher, however eminent
in his particular sphere, is news only tor a day.
His students get a holiday, a half holiday at least;
his colleagues look inscrutable, and even a little sad;
a patronising notice appears in the local paper, failing
which a long speech by the principal at the college
assembly ; then oblivion comes along resolutely covers
him.

To be a teacher, not a politician; to make
<ome marks however faint. in a life by no means
casy or long; to be accorded reasonable recognition
when living and fair praise atter death...... all this
is good luck, a bountiful measure of it. and certainly,
such good luck becomes the life and memory of

Mr. R. Sivadasan.

1 have known Mr. Sivadasan on rather very
intimate terms and while in the name of his memory
| am thankful to these several laudatory tributes, |
have preferred to allow a fortnight to elapse since
his “taking off” before | could bring myselt to add
to the number of the obituaries. The compliments
[ am going to heap on him though burdensome to

his humble modesty, are really too darling to be
shunned.

The distinguished personae at his funeral have all
mentioned these ‘facts’ about Mr. Sivadasan—he was
44, he was the Vice-Principal of Manipay Hindu
he was an able maths teacher, an impartial class i
football referee etc. Where facts failed, Surmise came
hand.y....'.. ‘wide awake mind’...... “sense of duty-... ...
“ varied interest’...... ‘plain living’...... ‘won the love-
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of his students and the esteem of his colleagues’......
‘a loss to Manipay Hindu ".......

These obituary formulas leave me cold- Was
Mr. Sivadasan a man—or was he only a mathematical
expression? Is there any man-Teacher, Tailor, Tyrant
or Tout who snugly fits into the narrow mould of
your formulas?

Consider him first as a teacher. At 22, having
graduated in science, he began as a teacher of math'’s
and science at Mahajana College, after a nine month’s
vocation at Victoria College. To Sivadasan, maths
seemed to be a very teachable subject and was quite
at ease with A, B and C and their miscellaneous
activities, but he openly owned once, that, for the
life of him, he could never make his pupils under-
stand the calculus. His students generally con-
ceded, that he was mnever more boring than he
need have been. He had passed the exam himself
and he made his pupils pass theirs. What would
you more? He was generous in awarding marks.
He avoided, dissecting answer scripts in the open
class. Accordingly they bore him no ill-will. These
negative virtues were fully appreciated by his pupils.

He joined Manipay Hindu in 1944, and with the
untiring energy of a young man, he threw himself heart
and soul into the many sided development of the
college. He infused to a great extent, a new spirit
into the members of the staff and exhorted the
students to take the maximum benefits from their
stay at the college.

Those were his salad days. He blazed like a
comet in the Sports world, until higher office and
4 .
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responsibility cooled him down 1into a respectable
planet in its orbit. His notions of a code and
an ethos pertaining to college life, were far removed
from the staid conceptions then prevalent. At that
time, there were several on the College Staff, whom
age and experience had mellowed. He felt that it
was something of an education, to have listened to
their old memories or laughed at their spicy anecdotes
or heeded (or perchance scorned) their mild warn.
ing and counsels. He had his cupful of praise and
occasionally a little encouragement from them. His
idea of the formation of a Teachers’ Guild, whose
meetings were conducted over a cup of tea, had the
unanimous approval of the staff. It was not however,
but the laughter and merriment, the quips and cranks,
the jokes in which all senior members took part,
throwing overboard all formal restraints. On such
occasions Mr. Sivadasan’s quiet presence and unhurried
speech impressed everyone by its very contrast with
the restlessness of others. He shunned controversy
at all costs and he had only a silent smile, when
be was forced into one. He sometimes incurred the
1llwil-l of persons, who missed the point of his harm-
less jokes.

But he was no stranger to indignation or even
anger when the occasion for it came. At the meetings,
whether 9f Housemasters or of Sports bodies, he we;s
always w.1lling to yield on details, but would never
compromise on matters of principle. Such a breach
of prlnplple once in the House Competitions evoked
frorp hl'm a strong demonstration of righteous indig-
nation incurring the displeasure of the then Principal.

]er never believed that English Literature was a
revelation, a splenderous experience, as most of his
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teachers and colleagues stressed. He was never an
admirer of Lytton Strachey or Wordsworth or D. H.
Lawrence and according to one of his former colleagues;
who had gone west of Suez, his accent was Un-
English, if not altogether atrocious. But still for all,
he was ‘ wiser,” than most others, who had excursions

into that alien language.

It is true Mr. Sivadasan never scaled the highest
heights in any region of life whatsoever. He loved
his village, but avoided its inhabitants; he loved his
“poultry” but could never make a success of 1t; he
loved music but could not sing; he often made
resolutions, but failed to keep them, The elements
were oddly mixed in him; but he was quite aware
of it.

As a teacher Mr. Sivadasan will be forgotten-
as doubtless he deserves to be. He never indulged
in writings and consequently can not join the everlasting
deluge of useless books. But by design or accident
he tenaciously attached himself to sports and sports
bodies and hence he will very likely haunt the minute
books of sports associations, for sometime to come.
But these are vain thoughts. To subsist in obituaries
and court life beyond death in ‘sports meet’s is but
a chimerical fallacy in duration.

He will live, if at all, in the affections of those
he held most dear, who had cared to love him in
spite of his lapses and who had even, with the
transforming power of their love, crowned him in
their heart of hearts.

But to me, he was my first associate in Ceylon

and undoubtedly the best.
ARCEHIVES l

185928
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HUMBLE HOMAGE FROM GRATEFUL PUPIL

Miss C. R. Mandalanayagam
(Teacher, Manipay Hindu College)

“ To live in the hearts we leave behind is not to die.’

Mr. Sivadasan who passed away $O suddenly
certainly lives in the hearts of all who knew him.
At Manipay Hindu where he served for a long spell;
his death is mourned not only by his immediate
colleagues but also students and sub-ordinates alike.

Nothing ruffled the late Mr. Sivadasan! His
calm temperament and ever smiling face were due
to his self-confidence, his fund of good-will to others
and a fine sense of ready wit. Parents, students and
friends faced with often problems others rushed to
him never to be turned away in despair or disap-
pointment. The solutions were at his finger tips.
He solved them as easily as he would solve a
Mathematical problem in his class.

His success and service to the College as a
student, teacher and vice-principal is unique In the
annals of Manipay Hindu College. He was an ideal
teacher. He understood each and every pupil as he
knew their individual back-grounds. Thus he was
able to adopt his teaching techniques accordingly.
He never had faith in punishing his students frequently.
He deploved the idea of making the class into an
examination factory. As a teacher of science he fully
understood that the pupils’ ability to state a few
principles is not the criterion of real learning. He
shone in the field of Mathematics and his pupils
produced the best of results in every puplic examination.



The Junior boys were always happy in his class.
In between lessons he amused them with witty jokes
and humorous anecdotes which were relevant to the
occasion. He told them what they should eat to
get strong and how they should dress to look smart-
He prescribed home made medicines for their various
ailments, and they with eyes wide open kept listen-
ing to him very intently. His popularity amoung
them was made evident by the large number of
Junior boys who had assembled to pay their last
homage to him.

The Late Mr. Sivadasan was a friend of the
poor. He had the patience to listen to their woes
and troubles. He gave them the best of guidance.
Thus he remained his simple, unaffected self ever
ready to help any one. Never did he seek fume but
fame was forced on him against his wishes. It 1s
indeed difficult to believe that Mr. Sivadasan 1s no
more. Manipay Hindu College will miss him very
much for many more years to come. To his ever
sorrowing Wife and daughters go my heart felt sym-
pathy.

v,
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He s a young man who is capable of
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Ivor Jennings
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His work with ws was sound and thorough,
his attitudes semsible and his conscientiousness
“considerable,
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GOODBYE, SIR!

by K. SOMASKANDAN
(A grateful old Student)

Everyman, however powerful he may be however
vallant, noble or wise depends at some time in his
hfe for vital knowledge, on the skilled instruction of
a teacher. No material return he can subsequently
make can ever equal the service he then receives.
For generations on end it is not the individual but
the flower of the nation which s dependant on the
teaching profession.

The late Mr. Sivadasan js the archetype of the
ideal school master. The education he imparted was
truly all-round. During the twenty years he taught at
Manipay Hindu (1944-1964) he amply lived up to
the high expectations of the profession. He was
mathematics teacher cum football and athletics coach.
Above all he had certain traits of character which
commanded respect from both colleagues and students
alike. Both in work and in play his instructions
were succinct, pithy and indisputably to the point.
He had the rare ability to convince all, the truth
of his assertions. His was also the knack for moti-
vating others.

In the class-room Mr. Sivadasan had his ‘method.’
He never gave children more freedom than they
could profitably deal with. He made them fully
aware of the strict rules of polite conduct. But
never at all was there too much restriction. A per-

sonal incident suffices to explain. In 1947 this writer
6
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studied mathematics under him- Al clas's—rooms at
that time were equipped with long desks with .benChes
to match. But single desks and chairs—discarded
relics of an older era—could be found in the back-.
woods of the college buildings. Being somewbat ot
a rugged individual this person had got himself
such furniture, and there 1t was ensconced between
the bigger items and hidden from the scrutiny of
the various teachers. It did not, however escape the
mathematics master’s attention. Called upon to come
forward and explain, the student stood before his
master with right hand outstretched and face averted,
there being no explanation to offer and what remained
was the punishment. No ‘cuts’ this time and Mr.
Sivadasan, smiling teeth characteristically unexposed,
motioned his problem-child back to his seat. The
moral is the boy retained his luxury and the master
got a devoted and attentive student. Also, the fixed
framework of conduct may just as well be a bad
code as a good one.

Mr. Sivadasan’s years at Manipay Hindu coin-
cides with an epoch of far-reaching changes and
transformation in the life of the school. In fact he
was part of the change and partner of those who
wrought the change. The college woke up from a
period of protracted hibernation, shook itself and
struck forth in new directions. The O. S. A. which
remained a dormant body discovered its strength and
galvanised itself for action. It openly took an avid
interest in the progress of the Alma Mater. The co-

educ.ational setup was put an end to. The Manipay
Ladies College took shape and became an institution



A

with an atmosphere and pattern all its own. Almost
overnight Hindu got gleaming rows of class-rooms
and science laboratories. In short, a new wind blew
over the whole institution.

In the field of football and athletics Mr. Sivadasan
was the moving spirit. [t must be said to his eternal
credit that he was absolutely keen about whatever
he put his hand to. Days before a football match
he could be seen in ‘conference’ with the players
planning for victory. He was the despair of all
football-rivals of the college. As for tactics he was
for the new-fangled formations and combinations, now
the fashion in English Club football. But paradoxically he
was not for the light ‘taps and passes’ which is
part of the system. Pull your leg well back wunder
you, and with the full strength of your body, slam
the ball—these are his specific instructions. Perhaps
this 1s a concession to the ‘gallery-play’ tradition of
Jaffna football. ‘“ Ambidexterity’” ?, he once said, “is
not what you are born with. It's cultivated.” He had
saved many from the blight of being a one-legged
player, making many aware that both legs could
equally competently be used to kick the ball.

It was during this time the game of cricket
was introduced to the college. It has taken strong
hold and is in no danger of being lost to the school.
One need not be a revolutionary to initiate and
spear-head changes. Our Master is an example of
quiet determination in action. His mind was neither
oratorical nor dialectical. He was methodical, syste-
matic and knew himself.




ol ) R

Both in work and In play he was amiable to the
point of being positively fond of his students. He

was aware of the difliculties some of the shirkers

were undergoing in their homes. In such cases he

always showed his unfailing sympathy- Without bc.aing
officious he takes them into his confidence and finds
the root of the trouble. He follows it up by con-
tacting the parents and thereby putting things right.
In such delicate operations his great personal charm
was his prime asset. The soft yet deliberate voice,
the face-enveloping smile, the wide expanse of fore-
head, the well-cared for body went to make his

irresistible personality-

In the teaching of mathematics he was guided
by the principle that a problem successfully worked
with grasp of the fundamentals, had inherent n itself
the key to other not dissimilar problems. He had a
collection of books on this” subject which he lent to us
with the advice that the working of the exercises
should be preceded by intelligent application to the
examples. It was such rough-road methods which
enabled the College to send some of her boys to the
University, every vyear.

A boy should feel that he had been taught his

subject and something more. A teacher should be
endowed with the gift of understanding. A true teacher
is a social servant of the highest order. The untimely
death of Mr. Sivadason takes away from our midst,
an everlasting model of his tribe.
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THE LATE MR. R. SIVADASAN

Mr. Sivadasan’s loss is irreparable. The pride
and hope the object of admiration and affection has
been suddenly taken away from the life of Manipay
Hindu College. The college has been deprived of
an eminent pillar of strength. If consanguinity is
the test of loyalty the last minute fusion of the
master's blood with that of the boys was symbolic.

As a school master he took delight in his pro-
fession. He knew all the students and the students
in turn knew him intimately. He made it possible
for any parent or guardian to approach the authorities
on any subject. Whenever he found it difficult to
accommodate a request he was so obliging in his ways
as to convince the listener and assuage his dis-
appointment.

He was a conscientious worker with a very high
sense of duty. He threw himself heart and soul into
all the activities of the school and made a success
of them. He was a willing volunteer to any difficult
task which the school faced.- None could think of
a drama, a house competition, a ground display or a
change in the school curriculum without Mr. Sivadasan.

It 1s very difhcult to believe that he is no more
in school- We <can only console ourselves with
Ghandhijt's words “Death 1s a true friend. It 1s
only our ignorance that makes us grieve. ”’ However
he has lett behind the richest of legacies, a reinvigo-
rated Manipay Hindu College poised for new successes
and also a pleasant memory of a life nobly spent
in the services of the country by devoting his life to
the noblest profession.

To his devoted wife and three little daughters go
our sympathies. To the deity whom he served, we

commit him.
THARMESWARY THURAIRATNAM

H, S. C. Hllrd Year,



THE STUDENTS LAMENT

Oh master! you have suddenly gone !
Your loss at everyturn we Mourn.
Your face we see no more;
Trembling stand we on the shore.

Master dear! we cannot stay

In College, we cannot find our way.
We gave you our blood to save us all
But you obeyed the Almighty’s call.

Qur future now we cannot Irust;
Without ye, Master, it is all dust.
What enjoyment can we find in books
Minus your jokes and good looks?

Sure never can any one fill your place
It is not for other’s face.

Poor, rich, dull and the intellect

In your heart you had no neglect.

Oh, master dear! we mourn in vain

We know you cannot feel our pain

Then guide us, Oh Master, with your lighi
To tread our path, through the night.

H. S. C. IlIrd year (Science) Students



‘“SIVADASAN MASTER”

The late  Sivadasan Master’ was both Mathe-
matics Master and football and sports coach. He took
a great interest in the development of the school and
the students. His interest in football made Manipay
Hindu College a very strong team in Jaffna. Some
of the strongest schools in the north were defeated
by Manipay Hindu College during his time. We have
heard of Manipay Hindu having been the champions
for seven consecutive years many years ago. Young
boys like us are seeing such good football only now:.
“Sivadasan master”” was himself a great football
player. He had the body of a full-back man at the
time of his death. Our college players shone under
“ Sivadasan master’s ”’ coaching because he set an
example by his past record.

““Sivadasan Master”’ was always a great gentle-
man. He had a sweet smile. He never gets angry
at any cost. He will of course scold you for any wrongs
you had done. In the class room, he was always
careful to find the weak boys and make them do better.
Mathematics is a very difficult subject and ¢ Sivadasan
Master ”  always tried to make it easy for us.
““ Sivadasan Master ” knows how to explaina sum or
theorem. This is due to his long experience as a
teacher. His passing away is a great loss to the
students. We are sad because a great gentleman is

no more and also an able teacher like him cannot
be found easily.

At the time of his death ¢ Sivadasan Master”’
was Vice-Principal of the college. His death was
something unexpected. He was always healthy and
strong, He was never sick. The college was always
proud to have him Vice-Principal. We mourn his
death with a heavy heart.
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A teacher who contributed so much to the college
must not be forgotten easily. We should build some
thing in his honour so that students of the years to
come may be reminded of him. A row of class-rooms
named after him would have pleased him alot. But
it is more proper to build a sports stadium to be
known as the * Sivadasan Stadium”. [t will be in
daily use in the life of the school and at the same
time it will be a fitting tribute to a man who aimed
at a strong body and a strong mind.

One can imagine what it would be for the future
of our school if our late teacher did not die.
The time would have surely come when Manipay
Hindu College would be the best team in Jaffna. In the
game of cricket also the same good future will be ours.
We owe a duty to ‘‘Sivadasan Master.”” We must all
unite and make our college teams the strongest foot-
ball and cricket teams in the Northern Province. In
athletics also we must do our best. ¢ Sivadasan
Master "’ was very good at putting the shot, but he had
a general interest in all events. Therefore we must
concentrate on all the various events that go to make
athletics. Even 1f he 1is not with wus, ‘ Sivadasan
Master” will be watching the progress of his beloved
school-

Nobody can take the place of ‘‘ Sivadasan Master”
From the time of his joining the school up to the
time of his death, he was the same teacher who
took great pains to improve his students, however bad
they may have been. He was a good Hindu and took
an interest in the observance of Hindu life at school-
Let us all mourn his death.

K. Sridharan
G. C. E. Al (sc)
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The death of Mr. k. Stwvadasan 1s mno doubt

a great loss lo the institution.

Sir. Sangarapillai
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