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YOUTH REVOLT

If there is one thing that agitates the minds of our parliamentarians,
administrators, teachers and last but not least the parents of this
country, it is the education of our children and the problems of our
youth. Politicians pick holes, administrators and teachers have their
own complaints, almost all the parents are disatisfied for various
reasons and are helpless, whereas the pupils in our schools and to
a larger extent the students in our colleges are filled with a feeling of
discontent and frustration.

We would like to animadvert on students’ strikes, though universal—
with particular reference to our country. The pace at which the
population of this country is increasing, is causing alarm in the minds
of our rulers and others. It is feared that in another twenty or
twentyfive years the present population will double itself. Will our
available economic resources be able to meet the demands of a larger
society? Shall we be able to provide educational facilities for our
children, when we are finding it difficult today to fulfil our present
commitments? We hear from several quarters many things said about
the diagnosis of our educational malady, but we have yet to hear
of the panacea for our educational ills. We all feel desperately
uncomfortable about the alarming rate at which unemployment among
the educated youth of our country is rising. Mere palliatives cannot
cure the disease of unemployment and it behoves the state to find
a remedy which will be permanent in its effect. All our four univer-
sities are full to bursting. The plight of the arts graduates presents
a serious problem to our state. Very soon science graduates, it is
fgared, will have to face the same situation. It is agreed that the
aims of education should be to make a person a useful citizen in
society in addition to making him fit to live with and to live. We
consider the economic factor more important. Napolean was of
opinion that an army marched on its stomach, but we would like to
go much further and state that all mankind marches on its stomach.
So any system of education must provide the minimum creature
comforts for all the citizens. One of the first aims of educational
guidance is that an individual must plan his career instead of drifting
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into it. So our education should be to fit the individual to his
society. We must devise a system with the co-operative effort of our
administrators, teachers, counsellors, health specialists, parents and

students not excluded.

The youth of any country is its most treasured possession. The
State will not be acting in its own interests if it turns a deaf ear
even to the reasonable demands of the student population which is
today one sixth of our total population. Youth often resents correction.
So it is our duty to win them by persuasion and not by coercion.
Guidance is a process —yes a process meant (o assist the students
to choose an occupation, prepare for it, enter upon and progress in
it. It is a continuous process in which many agencies and people
have to participate and assist the individual to adjust himself to the
demands and opportunities of a dynamic economic and social system.

TRUMPETS OF JUBILEE

Tempus Fugit (Time flies) is a Latin tag. Mahajana College which
saw the light of day in the year 1910 will complete 60 years of its
existence next year. No one can dispute the service it has rendered
to generations of students not only from the Tellippalai parish but also
from quarters far away. To mark the great occasion we have under-
taken a great and gigantic task which will require lakhs of rupees.

A storeyed structure to contain the Science Laboratories, Lecture
theatres and Teachers’ rooms will be erected to give more facilities to
those who enter the portals of Mahajana. Already the foundation
stone has been laid by Mr. A. Thirugnanasampanther, one of our
distinguished Alumni. Already many of our well-wishers, old students
and parents have given cash with promises of more and others we
are sure, would rally round us to continue the good work that
Mahajana is doing.

It will not be out of place here to remind benefactors and others
Interested in the cause of education that our Diamond Jubilee Fund
is an appr.oved charity. It is our humble opinion that the edifice
we are going to erect will be another symbol of the greatness of
Mahajana and we are confident that all who take pride in the

diffusion of education, particularl 1 i i i
. ) y Science education
liberally. Thanks and ever thanks. sl conCla
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FOUNDERS' DAY AND PRIZE GIVING — 1969

To us Mahajanans the Founder’s Day
and Prize Giving is a unique event.
It is both a day of remembrance and
rededication to the altruistic ideals of
the Founder of this institution. This
year too it was held on the usual grand
scale on the 24th of June. The open air
stage and the auditorium were tastefully
decorated and the campus bore a festive
air. Friends, well wishers and alumni
came in large numbers. There was a
record gathering of more than three
thousand people.

Dr. V. Kanesalingam M. Sc., Ph. D.,
Deputy Director, National Planning
Department was the Chief Guest. Mrs.
R. S. Parmer, Chief Education Officer,
Jaffna, gave away the prizes. Dr. S,
Suseendrarajah M. A., Ph. D., Lecturer,
Undergraduates Department, Jaffna
College, delivered the Founder Memorial
address. On their arrival the distinguished
guests were given a guard of honour
by our scouts and guides.

commenced with
Thevaram. Our guests were welcomed
by Miss. Sarojinidevi Kandiah. The
Principal then presented his anpual
report. Dr. V. Kanesalingam in his prize
day address referred to students’ unrest,
and unemployment and made an appeal for
a realistic planning of education in this
country. Dr. S. Suseendirarajah who
delivered the Founder Memorial Address
emphasised the Founders’ service to
education, his great literary gifts and
his signal contribution to Hindu education
at a time when it was most needed.

The proceedings

Mr. T. Rudramoorthy one of our
distinguished alumni, proposed the vote of
thanks. The upper school children put
on the stage, ‘Queer Street’, an English
playlet. The girl students of our Fine
Arts Sociey put on board some colourful
Bharata Natiya items. By 9 p. m. the
function ended with the singing of the
college song.

WELCOME SPEECH

President Sir, Dr. V. Kanesalingam,

Mrs.

Dr. S. Suseendirarajah, Ladies and Gentlemen.

On this Red Letter Day which occurs
but once a year our memories go back
to the distant days of the year 1910
when the foundation for Mahajana
College was laid in a quiet corner of a
quiet home. In the year 1912 when the
school was shifted here, a humble
building adorned this desolate place
surrounded by  stretches of green
paddy fields. The course paved by the
Founder for himself was not at all smooth
and soft. The way was long and the
goal very distant; the founder marched
all along the difficult and strenuous

R. S. Parmer,
way with dignity and resolution. He
won Victories and suffered defeats and

frustrations but he bore disappointments
and set backs with fortitude. He was
in desparate straits to run the school,
for the then Government did not afford
any financial aid for eight long years.
His industry, his capacity for work and
his generosity won for him many friends
to help him run the school and in course of
time make a shed take the shape of a
sky-scraper for the greater glory of our
community and the enlightenment of
men’s minds.
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The Founder conveyed a remarkable
proportion  of the treasures of .his
intellect and the courage of his convictions
to his elder son, the present Principal
who has nurtured Mahajana to its
present lofty heights.  The paternal
inheritance which has passed on to him
in such extraordinary perfection  has
made him stand as a champion redoubtable
in the first rank of College Heads,
Under him, Mahajana is taking great
strides and if the standard of education
she imparts is to be judged by the
merciless test of results or any other
measure, she is great in her own right.
Both the father and the son are assured
of a niche in the hearts of the people
and are secure in their affections.

Sir, in our pleasant land today
there are so many graduates without
hope of employment and thousands of
Advanced Level students without hopes
of entering a University. The frustra-
tion among the educated is fraught with
danger unless the Government takes
meaningful steps to assuage the agonised
student world.

There is also a curious whisper in
the air that the year 1970 will see the
separation of the sexes in our schools. As
much as acts of Parliament cannot
make people moral the abolition of
co-education in our schools will not
make boys and girls paragons of virtue
A gubernatorial obiter dictum that
gained currency in the pre-Soulbery
period in Ceylon was that whatever was
conceeded should not be withdrawn.
Co-education which has been carried out

so long with so much success, should
not be done away with and we are
confident that good counsel will prevail
to save it from destruction by those
who want virtue cloistered and confined.
A School like ours is a sanctuary of
health, a nursery of temperance, the
delight of respectability, an academy of
civility and a free school of ingenuity.
Separation of the sexes will disinherit the
human race and will retard the social
progress of the country.

Now Sir, It is my duty to extend
a hearty welcome to our Chief Guest,
Dr. V. Kanesalingam one of our most
distinguished OIld Boys. He is a son
of the soil and the product of Mahajana.
We thank you Sir, for having so readily
accepted our invitation to be our Chief

Guest and to deliver the Prize Day
Address.

We also welcome to our midst,
the young and energetic Dr. S.

Suseendirarajah a research scholar of
the Annamalai University. Scion of the
late Myliddy Swaminathar, he is the
inheritor of a great culture and scholarship.
We are very thankful to you Sir, for
having accepted our invitation to deliver
the Founder Memorial Address.

We also welcome Mrs. R. S, Parmer,

our Chief Education Officer, who is
here to distribute the prizes. She is
our good friend and adviser, We are

proud of the high position she occupies
in the educational world today. Finally
I thank all our well-wishers and friends
who have come here in such large
numbers in response to our invitation.
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Our Principal

T. T. JAYARATNAM ESQ., J. P




PRINCIPAL’'S REPORT

Parents, Past Pupils and Friends

I am happy to welcome you all
once again to our Founder’s Day and
Prize Giving. Your presence with us
tonight is an indication of the good-will
you bear to us and of the keen interest
you take in the affairs of our School.,
You have, in the years and decades
that have gone by, extended your support
to us freely and unreservedly. I look
forward to an even brighter period of
collaboration in the future, so that Maha-
jana may become a still greater force
for good in the lives of our people.

To us at Mahajana College, this
day is of the greatest significance, for
it is dedicated to the memory of the
person who founded this school fifty-
nine years ago, almost single-handed and
without the assistance of the great or
of the Government of the time. We
are glad that Mahajana, as an institution
of the people, has taken her place
among the leading national schools of
the Island, fulfilling the purposes for
which they all came into being about
the same time, or even earlier, in the
educational history of our country.

It is my pleasant duty to offer a

spegial word of welcome to our
distinguished guests. We regret that
Senator the Hon. A. Ratnayake, the

President of the Senate who was to
have been our Chief Guest tonight, is
ill and is unable to participate in the
function. We are, however, happy to
welcome in his place, Dr. V, Kanesalingam,
one of our very distinguished old boys.
We are proud that among Mahajana’s
Alumni is one who has a large share
in chalking out the economic future of
our country. The high academic attainments
M-2

he has gained through his own unaided
efforts and his capacity for hard and
sustained work have carried him to
great heights both in the public service
and in the estimation of those who
have watched his career with interest,
He has done us honour by accepting
our invitation readily and coming all
the way from Colombo in spite of other
heavy demands on his valuable time.
I thank him heartily for his presence
with us this evening.

We are glad to welcome Mrs. R.
S. Parmar, our Chief Education Officer,
who has so kindly agreed to give away
the prizes tonight. She comes of a
family whose members have had very
close connections with education. Deeply
interested in the welfare of schools she

is keen to understand their problems
and offer effective solutions. The schools
have in her a true guide, philosopher

and friend.

I am happy to have with us Dr.
S. Suseendirarajah who will deliver the

Founder Memorial Address tonight.
He is indeed a rising star in the
firmament of Tamil Jearning. As a

Research Scholar in linguistics at the
Annamalai University, as a lecturer in
Tamil in the same University for several
years and as one who devotes all his
time to literary studies he enjoys the
esteem and regard of all lovers of Tamil.
I extend to him a warm welcome.

I am glad to welcome Mr, S.
Thanikasalam, our popular Director of
Education. He evinces an abiding interest
in our welfare and is always prepared
to lend us a helping hand. 1 thank
him .for his kind presence with us this
evening.
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M T, Rudramurti, one of our

distinguished old boys and known as
«Mahakavi'® in literary circles, has
agreed to propose a vote of thanks. I
am very glad to welcome him.

Education in Blinkers:

The academic work of the Sixth
Former has a tendency to move in a
groove. The Science student concentrates
only on the four subjects he has chosen
for his Advanced Level Examination and
is not inclined even to have a peep
into the Humanities, while an Arts
student studies only the subjects which
he has to offer for the examination and
is not interested in Science. This attitude
cannot be too severely condemned. The
Crowther Report, in seeking to rectify
a similar tendency among the Sixth
Formers in England, recommended that
between one-guarter and one-third of the
school week should be utilized for two
main purposes which its authors called
“common > and « complementary *’,
The “common > elements would constitute
religious education and all that went to
the formation of moral standards, while
“complementary *> elements would aim
at the development of the aesthetic and
social judgement for the Science student
and the understanding of the scientific
method for the Arts specialist. A
balanced curriculum which could set
right the present deficiency in this respect
and create a well integrated personality
with a broad mental horizon is very
necessary. But neither the parents whose
only prayer is that their children
should pass the University examinations
and blossom into professional men as
early as possible, nor the pupils whose
vision is similarly limited by the
requirements of examinations  will
appreciate the need to have a wider and
more balanced curriculum.

A Three Year Course:

It may be argued that the syllabuses
prescribed for  the Advanced Level
Examinations in the four subjects have
become so vast that the pupils will
have no time left for additional subjects
meant to broaden their mental horizons.
Scientific knowledge has increased by
leaps and bounds in recent years, and
it is true that what the Advanced Level
student is expected to study now was
prescribed for the degree examination
about eight years ago. One could,
therefore, visualize the amount of extra
burden now cast on the student, who
generally enters the Advanced Level
Class in his fifteenth year. The immaturity
of the average student at that level,
the enormity of the syllabuses to be
covered, the limited period of about 20
months he has to do this in, and the
present inability to include ¢ common®,

and ‘“complementary” subjects owing
to inadequacy of time, point to the
advisability of making the G. C. E.

Advanced Level a three-year course.

The College Leavers:

And now what of the very Ilarge
number of students who fail to secure
seats in our Universities? They have,
in a competition for University places,
failed to get selected, but they are not
intellectually very inferior to those who
have joined the Universities. This rich
vein of human resources must not be
left untapped. Today they constitute the
neglected educational  territory. The
recently  started  Junior  University
Colleges and the College of Technology
do absorb some of them; but a large
percentage of them are compelled to get
into jobs which really do not need
men of their calibre and attainments.
It will be a grand thing if technical
courses leading to new avenues of
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employment could be started to absorb
these students and convert them into
assets valuable to the nation. It will be
a pity if young men of high intellectu?.l
allowed to languish 1in

ability are

frustration while the country needs
trained men to man development projects.
On a rough computation only about
109, of the country’s school going
population reach the Advanced Level
stage, We cannot afford to have any

wastage out of this limited number,

Number on Roll:
The number on our roll today is
1523. It is made up as follows.

Boys Girls Total
G. C. E. Advanced
Level : 188 103 291
G. C. E. Ordinary
Level : 347 208 555
J:8.C; 146 90 236
Senior School : 681 401 1082
Grades 6 - 7 171 96 267
Grades 3 -5 102 02 174
Junior School: 273 168 441
Total 954 569 1523

According to the new re-organization
plan classes in our Junior Section ure
being progressively dried up, but it will
be a few years before we exclusively
become a Senior School starting from
Grade 8. Till then admissions to the
various classes in the Junior Section
and the number of divisions we can
have in each of these classes will be

decided upon by the Regional Director
of Education.

Staff :

We have now a staff of 64 teachers
of whom 26 are graduates. The
following changes took place in the

course of the year:

Mr. V. S. Ponnampalam, B, Sc. left
us at the end of 1968 to join a
school in his home town. Mrs. M.
Sarvanantharajah, First Class Tamil
Trained, also went on transfer about
the same time to a school in the Gampaha
Region. Mr. G. S. Ratneswara Iyer, B.
A. who started his teaching career here
more than 16 years ago, went on transfer
to Nawalapitiya in January this year.
Mrs, P. Natkunasingam went back to
the Teachers’ College, Palaly, to resume
her course of training which had been
interrupted earlier. Mrs, A, Selvamanickam,
First Class Tamil Trained and Mrs. A.
Kasilingam, First Class Tamil Trained,
were transferred to Junior Schools in
their own home stations, the former in
April and the latter in May this year.
We are extremely thankful to all these

teachers who did their best by the
school during their stay with us. We
wish them every success in their new
places of work.

Mr. N. Sunthararajah, B. Sc. and
Mr. V. Ponniah, First Class Tamil

Trained, who were transferred earlier to
outstation schools, returned to us in
January this year. The other new teachers
who came to us about this time were
Mr, C. Sandrasegari, B. Sc., Mr. V.
Suntharamoorthy, Teachers’ Certificate in
Art, Mr, P. Nadarajah, Secondary Trained
(Mathematics), Mr. E. Panchanathan,
Secondary Trained (Science) and Mr. N.
Sellathurai B. A. We welcome them all
very warmly and hope that their stay
with us will be long and fruitful.

Examination Results:

1. J. S. C. Examination held by
Northern Province
Association :

100 puplis passed out of 127 with
16 in the First Division.

the
Teachers’
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G. C. E. Ordinary Level _Exami-
pation: As this Examination was
held only in March—April this
year, the results have not yet been
announced.

v

G. C. E. Advanced Level Exam.i-
nation 1967. We had 12 passes in
four subjects and 24 in three.

‘s
‘

The following numbers were selected
for admission to the Universities
of Peradeniva and Colombo on the
basis of these results.

Faculty of Medicine 7
Faculty of Veterinary Science 4
Faculty of Biological Science 9
Faculty of Engineering 1
Faculty of Physical Science 6
Faculty of Arts 2
College of Technology, Katubedde 3
Junior University College 1

4 G. C. E. A. L. Examijnation 1968:
According to the results so far
announced 6 have passed in four
subjects and 19 in three. The
results of the Arts students are
not yet available and the practical
test in Organic Chemistry has
still to be held for candidates

seeking admission to the Faculty
of Medicine.

Admissions to the Universities
have not been decided upon as yet.

Religious Milieu :

A school can play a dynamic role
in the life of the community only if
it has an individuality or character of
its own. “Of what avail is all your
learning if it cannot make you bow in
obeisance to the lotus feet of God
Almighty ?’ asked one of the greatest
of our poets. A religious ideal such as
the one our ancients prescribed for us,
we have sought to set before our children.

Almost ninety-nine  percent. of our
children are Hindus and we have,
therefore, provided them with a temple
for their worship. The daily assembly
is held in the temple itself and the
morning poojah is conducted to
synchronize with it.

The Hindu teachers and pupils of
the school are ipso facto members of
our Hindu Society, and it is this body
that looks after all our religious activities.
A committee consisting of representatives
from the Staff and the Senior classes,
forms the Chief Executive. The six
abishegams of Lord Nadarajah, the
presiding deity at the temple, are
conducted regularly. The Guru poojahs
of the Saiva Saints, Navarathiri poojahs
and Maha Sivarathiri are observed with
customary ceremonies. We also conduct
our annual festivals at Maviddapuram
Kandasamy Temple and Thirukethees.
waram, Mr. D. Suntharamoorthy Iyer and
Mr. K. Ratnasingam, Secretary and
Treasurer respectively of the Hindu
Society deserve our thanks for all the
interest they take in our religious
activities.

Sports and Games :

We had a crowded programme of
sports and games activities during the
year. In the Schools’ Hockey tournament
held last year our First Eleven won
two matches and lost three, while the
Second Eleven did well to win all the
five matches and the Inter School
Championship. N, Vadiveswaran  and
S. Santhiralingam of our First Team
represented the Jaffna Schools in the
Hockey Nationals held at Matale, P.
Rajakanthan, N, Sribalagengatharan P.
Samarakody and T. Easwarakumar of the
Second Team were similarly selected to
take part in Junior Nationals.
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Our First, Second and Third teams
took part in the soccer tournament
conducted by the Jaffna Schools’ Sports
Association. I am glad to report that
both the First and Second Teams
emerged as the unbeaten champions of
1968. Our Third Eleven, however, faded
out of the competition after winning
the first three matches. As the J. S. S. A,
Champions of the North, our First team
met the Ceylon Schools’ Combined Team
in Jaffna and held them to a magnificent
draw. N. Vadiveswaran, the Captain,
K.Mohanaram, A, Paramsothy, S. Rajarat-
nam and G. Hidya Thulla of our First
Team played for the Jaffna Schools
against the visiting side. N. Vadiveswaran
had the distinction of captaining the
combined team. We appreciate the good
work of Mr. T. P. Pathmanathan who
coached our Hockey and Soccer Teams.

Our performance in Cricket was not
up to the usual standard this time,
QOur First Team played seven matches
and won only two, while our Second
Eleven won one. We participated in the
Volley ball and Net ball knock-out
tournaments organized by the Department
of Education.

In Athletics we won 10 first places,
12 second places and 9 third places at
the Western Zonal Senior Athletic Meet
held in July last. No championships
were declared as it served only as a
selection meet for the All Ceylon Schools
Athletic Meet to be held later in Colombo.

We thank Mr, A. Jogaratnam our
Prefect of Games, Mr. T. P. Pathmanathan,
Miss G. Amirthanayagam and Miss P.
Rasiah for all the good work they did
in this sphere,

Scouting and Guiding:

We have 53 Scouts in our Troop
and of these, I am glad to say, 3 are
Queens Scouts. Mr, C. S, Subramaniam,
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our General Scout Master, is directly in
charge of both the Rover Crew and the
Scout Troop. I am happy to report
that he has been awarded a Certificate
of Commendation by the Chief Scout
His Excellency the Governor-General,
for the service he has rendered to Scouting

in this area. Mrs. G. Y. Veluppillai
continues to do good work with our
Wolf Pack.

Our Guide Company is made up of
nearly 50 girls, It is doing very good
work under Miss G. Amirthanayagam,
the Company Mistress, Our Little Friends
are getting on very well under Mrs. S.
Thuraisamy.

Inter-House Competitions :

Competitions in play Acting, Music,
Athletics and Games were conducted during
the year. The Four Houses took part in
these competitions with great enthusiasm.
The most colourful of them was the Annual
Inter-House Athletic Meet which was
held on the 12th of June this year under
the patronage of Mr, K. Nallainathan,
Assistant Commissioner of Local Govern-
ment, Vavuniya, and a distinguished old
boy of the College. Mrs, Nallainathan
gave away the trophies and certificates.
Chioniah House became the Athletic
Champions once again with Arulampalam
a good second. We are thankful to the
officials who ran the Meet so efficiently.
Mr. A. Jogaratnam, who was in charge
of all the arrangements, deserves our
thanks.

The Competition in English Drama
was held as a part of our English Day
Celebrations. The performances reached
a high standard, Chinniah House came
first with Thuraiappah a close second.

The All-round Championship goes
to Chinniah House this year, The
runners-up are Arulampalam House.
Our congratulations to both the Houses.



I am grateful to all the house Masters,
Mr. S. Arumugarajah, Mr. S. Pancharatnag],
Mr. T. Thambirajah and Mr. L. J. Benedict
and to their enthusiastic assistants for
the tremendous amount of extra work
they did in training the pupils for these
competitions. I must also thank Mr.
V. Thiagarajah, our Organizing Secretary,
for the smooth and efficient manner 1n
which he ran the various competitions.

Inter-Schools Competitions :

Apart from competitions in games
and sports to which reference has already
been made, we took part in the Inter-
School Tamil Drama Competitions
organized by the Tamil Drama Panel
of the Ceylon Arts Council in September
last, This time the venue of the contest
was Batticaloa. We once again came first
and created a record of having won the
Shield for the fourth time in succession.
It was a very admirable achievement
indeed. The play entitled * Komakalum
Kurumakalum > was written and produced
by Mr. S. Cathiresarpillai of our Staff
who deserves our hearty Commendation,
I have also to congratulate the boys
and girls who took part in it on their
very noteworthy performance,

Our boys participated in the Radio
Agricultural Quiz sponsored by the
Department of Agriculture. The District
Competition was held in Jafina in the
third week of June last, and I am glad
to say we became the District Winners
after a gruelling contest lasting 3 days.
I congratulate the boys and Mr. S,
Pancharatnam, who was responsible for
training them, Then they took part in
the semi-finals held at Kalmunai in
February this year and lost to Batticaloa,

English Day :

The English unit of the Ministry of
Education has made still another attempt
to arrest the deteriorating standard fo

W ~—

English in our Schools. It _1.135
introduced an All  Island Training
Programme in English Skills extending
to a period of one year. Schemes for

the training programme itself as well
as for the Competitions at school,
Circuit, Regional and All Island levels

have been prepared and sent out to
schools. The All Island competition is
due to be held in Colombo during the
Siyavasa Celebrations in August this
year. Each school was also requested
to celebrate an ‘ English Day’* when
the finals of the various competitions could
be held at the school level.

Our English Day came off on the
21st of May. An Exhibition of Teaching
and Learning Aids which formed the
highlight of the celebrations was declared
open by Mr. S. Thanikasalam, our
Director of Education. Others who
delivered talks inaugurating the various
competitions were Mr. S. Sivapalan, Vice
Principal, Junior University College,
Palaly, Mr. K. Somasundaram, Circuit Edu-
cation Officer and Mr. A. J. Veerasingam,
Circuit Education Officer (English). An
Inter House Drama Competition in which
about 50 students participated rounded
off an altogether enjoyable and instructive
programme. The Judges who officiated
at this contest were full of praise for
the high standard attained by the
participants,

Great credit is due to Mr N,
Thevabalasingam, Secretary of our Faculty
of English, for the arduous work he
put in to make the celebrations a success.

We are happy that the authorities
have begun to take a realistic view of
the need to put English once again on
the. map.  Whatever oyr national
sentiments may be, there is no denying
the_ fact that a knowledge of English is
indl.spensable to one who aspires to be
a citizen of the world and the world
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has shrunk to such dimensions that one
cannot well confine oneself to the narrow
bounds of “my own, my native land.”
Our young men and women have to go
abroad, as thousands of them do at
present, either for study or employment,
and with what better equipment could

they go forth than with a sound
knowledge of English, a language that
is spoken and understood in all the
advanced countries of the world.
Tamil Day :

A Training Programme in Tamil

Language Skills bas also been put out
by the Ministry of Education. We
welcome this measure enthusiastically
for it has been our unpleasant experience
that after the introduction of Tamil as
the medium of instruction, the standard,
of Tamil has, like that of English,
declined considerably. The training
programme which has now been inagurated
will help to improve the position in a
big way. The competitions are due to
commence this month. Mr. S, Varatharaja-

perumal, the Secretary of the Tamil
Faculty is doing his best to work this
programme satisfactorily.
Unions and Associations:

The advanced Level students have

their H. S. C. Union, Science Association
and Tamil Manram. The Fifteenth
Annual Dinner of the H. S. C. Union
came off on the 17th of November with
Mr. Wilmot Perera, as the Chief Guest.
The other speakers were Mr, J. M.
Sabaratnam, Additional Government
Agent, Jaffna, Dr. T. Arulampalam and
a student representative from Chundikuli
Girls’ College. The Union also had its
programme of Inter School Debates as
well as talks by eminent persons invited
for the purpose. In the same way the

Science  Association and the Tamil
Manram had their meetings regularly,
The Staff Advisers of these three

organizations are Mr. P. Kanagasapathy,
Mr, S. I. Sathiosatham and Mr. T.
Sanmugasundaram respectively.

The Literary Associations, the Girls’

Union, the Hindu Society and the
History and Politics Association do
useful work wunder the guidance and

supervision of Staff Advisers.

The Hostel:

Our Hostel which is run on purely
vegetarian lines is under the immediate
supervision of Mr. S. Kathirgamathamby,
who conducts it very efficiently and to
the  satisfaction of the  hostellers
themselves. A Hostel committee is in
over-all charge of the management.

Parent Teacher Association :

Mahajana is fortunate in its parent
Teacher Association. It meets regularly,
runs the College Book Shop and the
Canteen and is keenly interested in the
growth and development of the College.
The Annual Parents’ Day Celebration,
which is now held along with the Junior
School Prize Giving, came off this time
on the 21st of May with Mr. S. Visuva-
lingam. Educational Adviser, Jaffna and
Mrs. Visuvalingam as our Chief Guests.

We are thankful to Mr, P. Kanaga-
sabapathy, the Honorary Secretary, who
is deeply interested in his job and does
it with a sense of devotion,

Alumni Association :

Our Alumni Associatin is also a very
active organization. It had its annual
get-together and general meeting on the
16th of April this year. We had a full
day programme as usual, and we are
happy that a large number of past
pupils turned up. Mrs. T. Sundararajah
and Mr. A. Ratnam, Lecturer, Junior
Unversity College, Palaly, have been
elected Joint Secretaries for the current
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year. The Colombo Branch of the
Association is due to have its Anm.lal
Celebrations very soon., The Secretaries
Mr. S. Vettivelautham and Mr. K. S.
Nadarajah act as excellent liaison officers
with our outstation alumni.

Diamond Jubilee 1970 :

Next year the College will be
celebrating its Sixtieth Anniversary. .A
Diamond Jubilee committee consisting
of representatives from the Alumni
Association and its branch in Colombo
as well as from the Parents and the
Staff of the College, has been set up to
make the necessary preparations for the
great event.

It has also been the unanimous
wish of the Parents and past pupils that
a Science Laboratory on modern lines
be erected for the advanced Level
classes to commemorate the occasion.
A fund has been inaugurated and we
have already raised a not inconsiderable
amount of Rs. 25,700, Plans for the
building are under preparation and it is
estimated that the project will cost
around two lakhs of rupees, We hope
to commence work on the building in
August this year.

Thanks:

In concluding this report I have to
thank all those who have in one way
or another helped me in the discharge
of my duties., My grateful thanks g0 in
the first place to our Director of
Education and to the other officers of
the Education Department for their
sympathetic understanding of our needs
and problems and for their ready
assistance, It is my pleasant duty to

the Deputy Principal, Mr. M.

k -
ﬁ:gadevan, the head of: the Junior
School, Mr. V. Thiagarajah and the

i eads, Mr. C. Sinnathamby
]S\;:.no:?lR:tInasamy, Mr. T. Shanmgga-
sundram and Mr. V. ShiVasubr.amamam
for their help. I owe a specxal. word
of thanks to our Prefect of Studies Mr.
S. Kanagarajah, for all the Vgluable
assistance he renders me SO readily and
ungrudgingly. I am also grateful to our
Prefect of Discipline Mr. P. Kanaga-
sabapathy for his willing co-operation.

I am greatly beholden to those who
have given much of their extra time
to the promotion of our out-of-class
activities, Individual reference has already
been made to some of them in this
report. The students, in particular, owe
a deep debt of gratitude to them. The
College Prefects, Monitors and other
student leaders who hold responsible
positions in the school have been of
great assistance to me. The Office Staff
and Minor Employees have carried out
their duties cheerfully and loyally.

The parents and past pupils have
helped us greatly through their respective
Associations. I am happy we can always
count on their loyal and unstinted
support. To the donors of prizes who
have given readily and liberally I owe
my gratitude in an abundant measure.
And to you, ladies and gentlemen, I

extend my sincere thanks for your
unfailing kindness.

Thank you.
Mahajana College, T.T. Jayaratnam
Tellippalai, Princi
24-6-1969. o
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THE PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

It is with much regret that I have to tender my apologies for being unable
to participate in the Founder’s Day Celebrations and the Prize Giving of the
Mahojana College. When Senator Nadarajah asked me sometime last month
whether I would be free to accept an invitation to be Chief Guest at the function
I informed him that whatever my other commitments might be I shall gladly
make arrangements to be presert on the occasion. I was to arrive there on the
24th morning with my wife but unfortunately circumstances beyond my control
prevent me. I am therefore sending you this message.

Mahajana College which I understand began as an Assisted School almost
sixty years ago was founded by the distinguished father of ihe present Principal
Mr. Thuraippa Pillai. Perhaps, Mr. Thuraippa Pillai though he gave his blessings
to the School and hoped that it would prosper from day to day never dreamt
that sixty years later it would become one of the leading schools in Jaffna.
Today I am told there are almost 1500 boys and girls on the roll and every
year many of them enter the Engineering, Medical, Science and Arts Faculties
of the Universities. The credit for this unique record goes to the wise and able
administration of the present Principal. Mahajana College is a free school which
has flourished under the Free Education Scheme, a fact that gives me great
satisfaction for I recall with pride that I played a leading part in the inaugur-
ation of this scheme as a Member of the Executive Committee on Educarion of
the Ceylon State Council.

Education is now within the reach of the poorest student. However, other
problems confront us as in most human affairs. The question then was how to
provide for the education of every child without distinction, the problem now is
how to find employment for the educated child. These problems do not baffle
human ingenuity and solutions will be found and are being found. More and more
young educated men and women are being absorbed into schemes for the Industrial
and Agricultural Development of the Country while education is being channelled
into technical branches so as to provide more scope for training in technology.
I have no doubt that Mahajana College with its able administration and with
the help of its large body of old boys and girls is keeping up with these trends
as its very good academic record shows. I congratulate the Principal and his

staff on the high standard of the achievements of the College and wish the
College greater and greater prosperity.

: In conclusion I wish to add that my wife and 1 appreciate very much the
high honour you have done us by inviting us to this function.

(Sgd.) 4. cﬂjatnaya'ga

President of the Senate.



PRIZE-DAY ADDRESS
24th June — 1969

The Principal, Distinguished Guests, Learned Teachers,

Parents and Students.

1 am, indeed, grateful to you for
the great honour bestowed on me.by' t.he
Principal of Mahajana College by inviting
me to be the Chief Guest on the occasion
of this year’s Prize-Day and Founder’s
Day and asking me to make the Prize-
Day Address.

Sir, you, your staff and students and
their parents have rightful cause to be
proud and jubilant on this Prize Day.
We old students who have been watching
the progress of this College year after
year, are indeed gratified to note the
splendid record of its achievements not
only in the sphere of academic success
achieved by the students but also by the
high level of their discipline and sense
of loyalty which are basic to their
development as useful citizens of the
country. Elsewhere in Ceylon, Technical
Schools and Universities have been scenes
of student strikes and student disorder;
even some of the big colleges have been
victims of this epidemic. But over the
years, Mahajana College has been able
to withstand these social and political
stresses and strains; and the main factors
which have contributed to this happy
state of affairs are, 1 think, the manifest-
ation of a judicious blending of firmness
and tact in the performance of its duties
by the College Administration, the
harmonious teacher-student relationship

and the cultural background of the student
community.

‘ Oqe apparent cause of student unrest
in Universities in Ceylon and elsewhere
is the lack of proper appreciation by the

staff of the academic needs of the students.
But in Mahajana College, 1 am assured,
no quarter exists for grievances _of this
nature. I take this opportunity to
congratulate the Principal and the academic
staff for this high achievement. As old
students, we are all proud of your
achievements.

Turning my attention now to the
main event of this Prize Day, [ do
congratulate the prize winners. I would
like to tell them, in the words of the
often quoted adage that “nothing succeeds
like success’’; your success this year
should be an incentive not only to improve
your performance still further next year
but also serve as an example to the
several others who have failed to secure
prizes this year, To these failures, I
would say ¢ you need not be discouraged *’.
You have heard another old adage
“failures are the pillars of success .
Very often we refuse to learn lessons
that failure alone can teach. We must
remember that all human beings are
susceptible to failure. Failure teaches us
what we do not know about ourselves.
The greatest men and women are those
who, in spite of repeated set backs,
keep on going. They surprise even
themselves by their power of perseverance.

Failure to win prizes need not therefore,
be a sense of frustration.

There are more reasons for the sense
of  frustration prevailing among the
generality of students today. Some of
thfe Causes for this sense of frustration
arise  from the system and content of









present-day education. Education is the
most controversial question today. This
controversy has been alive and growing
over a decade and a half. The genesis
of the controversy can be traced to
wrong approach in policy and decision
making in education. Politicians decide
and the educationists have to carry out
the decisions. It is not the business of
the educationists to analyse the implic-
ations of these decisions in the sphere
of economic development or the impact
of such policy and decisions on the students
in particular and the society in general.
We flatter ourselves about our having
been able to introduce a system ot
Universal free education. We have, until
recently, not paused to ask ourselves
some pertinent questions: Can we afford
to provide free education to all? What
is the role of free education in the
improvement of material standards of
living of the people? Is this system of
education, though free, geared to the
need to develop adequate technical and
professional skills which constitute basic
factors of economic development? And
so on.

Although we have free education,
do we as parents and children, have
freedom of education? There are those
who thought that the children should,
right along, be taught only in the mother
tongue, The wind of nationalism swept
them into power and they decided that
our children should be taught in the
mother tongue Now, after a decade or
so they have realized their folly. The
damage done over a decade cannot be
repaired even in two decades. The cause
for the < misadventure’’ if I may be
permitted to call it so, 1is attributable
1o our failure to realize that national
problems must be tackled in a non-
political, non-controversial and calm
environment into which educationists and
parents, too, are admitted,

Education is one of the things we
cherish in our lives. It is one of the
best things we can give our children.
It has to be properly and thoughtfully
planned. There are no short cuts to or
expedients in education. Rash experiment-
ation will only result in our children
being used as guinea-pigs. One does
not get back his childhood days. The
burden of any system of defective
education which one had to go through,
has to be borne by him until death.
In the name of free education it
is immoral to dole out some so
called book learning which only helps
to produce idle adults who have no
courage to face the problems of life.
The frequent cases of suicides by youths
who have failed examipations or have
failed to secure jobs is one pointer to
the serious defect in the present system
of education.

One of the ills which has been
afflicting us in the sphere of education
has been our failure to see the distinction
between education to improve the standard
of literacy and education which will, in
the words of Julian Huxley, help us to
realize our possibilities to the fullest
extent and help others now and in the
future to realize theirs. Indeed Ceylon
is fortunate in having a highly literate
population. The literacy rate of those
over five years of age is estimated to
be over 85 per cent. To put this in
another way, of all human beings in
Ceylon who are over five years, at least
85 per cent are able to read and write.
Again, of all the children in Ceylon
between the ages of 5 and 13, about
80 per cent. are enrolled as pupils in
schools. The main reason for this high
rate of literacy and the high rate of
pupil enrolment is that education is free.
Of the total income of the nation 5§ per
cent. is being spent by the State on
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education. In terms of rupees and cent853:
this 5 per cent, works out rough!y R.s. 4

million. This apparently impressive pnct}lre
of the State’s responsibility for edu.catlgn
conceals a number of serious deficiencies
in the system of education anfi as I
said earlier these deficiencies in tu.rn
have engendered most of the maladies

which now confront students, parents
and educationists.
Our country is passing through

momentous times. Every year we have
been hoping that the period of transition
which brought in its train most of the
problems which confront us, would end
soon. But this end seems to be drifting
further and further away. In this transition
no other community has fared so
miserably as ours. The effects of the
changes n State policy regarding the
Official Language and the medium of
instruction in Schools have been that
over the past few years we have been
growing weaker and weaker economically.
We have been led up into a dilemma
and part of the blame for the plight
in which we now find ourselves, must
fairly and squarely rest on our own

shoulders. But this is poor consolation,
indeed.

One of the manifestations of our
gradually declining economic strength s
the prevalence of a high level of yp-
employment, The rapid growth of Ceylon’s
population during the pPast two decades
has in no small measure contributed to
the problem of unemployment
yet other causes ag well ;
the defects in the system of
to which T have already
earlier, our wrong social
lack of venturesomeness an

, there are
for €xample,
our education
referred 1o
values and the
ong our youth,

In a Prize Day address i

' : is not
possible to explain in detail

the plan

for reform of the system of education,
Besides, any remedial measures in this
sphere have to be on the basis of ,
change in Government Policy. But it
is my firm conviction that in a limited
way, parents can find partial solution
by venturing to assess the capacities and
attitudes of their children for particular
types of training or education and directing
their higher education accordingly.

The wrong social values to which
our community has been wedded for
centuries have to be changed if we are
to make progress and solve the problem
of unemployment. Certain trades and
jobs being treated as belonging hered-
itarily to certain sections of the
community, the attitudes of parents
towards certain types of jobs which their
children may choose, the preference among
girls for particular jobs which their
prospective husbands should do if they
are to marry them, are some instances
of antiquated social values which hinder
progress, So long as these values persist,
the competition for certain types of jobs
is bound to be keen while other lucrative
Jobs may be shunned.

I cannot subscribe to the philosophy
that the only course, in the economic
field, open to us is to drift with the
events of the time and await the pioblem
getting solved by itself. Neither am I
an optimist to concede that the national
effort would find a solution to our problem
as well, Our destiny is in our hands
We should remember the lessons of
history, specially those of recent history
and refashion our thinking, our economic
ideals and oy Strategy.  We cannot
allow ourselves (o be made victims of
S}I‘Cllq1sl:11|ccs Which are within our control.
The instnct of sell  preservation would
tell us that we should be self-dependent ;
and T hope that (hijs instinct  is not dead.
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1 would conclude this brief address
with an appeal to those concerned with
educational planning for development and
utilization of human resources, to review
the suitability of the present system of
education for the country’s contemporary
needs and help educationists, parents
and students to extricate themselves from
the mire into which they have been
pushed in the course of experimentation
in the past.

Since the 2nd World War, greater
importance has been given to this sphere
of planning in almost every country,
The United Nations family of organizations
has called for concerted action by member
countries in this sphere. Even from
the economic and firancial point of view,
educational planning is an important
responsibility devolving on planners and
policy makers because an increasing part
of the State budget is being diverted to
finance education every year.

The United Nations attaches much
importance to the need for a reappraisal
of international educational programmes
by member countries. At the 1968
session of the General Assembly in which

a¥s

“Progress is from want to
enjoyment.”’
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[ had the privilege of participating as
a Delegate from Ceylon and addressing
the Second Committee, the United Nations
have adopted a Resolution designating
1970 as “International Education Year.”
This Resolution recommends to member-
countries to take stock of the situation
with respect of education and training
in their countries and to plan and initiate
or stimulate action and studies linked
to the objectives and themes of the
International Education Year in the context
of the development programmes of the
respective  country.  This Resolution
further requests the UNESCO and the
other Organizations of the United Nations
family, concerned with education, to provide
within available resources all possible
assistance to governments especially those
of the developing countries like Ceylon,
in their effort to pursue the objectives
formulated by the UNESCO for the
international educational year. I hope
saner counsel would prevail in Ceylon
at least now so that we would not be
found guilty by future generations, for
having missed the opportunities so
provided under the auspices of the
UNITED NATIONS, to countries like
ours.

W

want, not from enjoyment to

— Samuel Johnson



‘Students’ Section

RADIOISOTOPES AND THEIR USES

The first discovery that cast doubts
on Dalton’s concept of atom (that matter
is indestructible and the atom is un-
changing and indivisible) was made- by
the physicist Bequerel by a happy accident
in 1896. He discovered that salts of
Uranium spontaneously emit rays or
particles (Radiaton). Madame Curie
named this phenomenon “Radio Activity ”’
which might be described as spontaneous
emission of unstable atoms. Radio activity
can also be induced by bombarding some
atoms with some particles of small
puclear size ; for example proton-and this
process is called induced Radio activity.

Tsotopes are variant forms of an
element which have the same chemical
properties and different physical properties
which are dependant on weight. That
is, they have the same atomic number
but different mass number. An isotope
which is radioactive is a Radioisotope.

These radioisotopes spontaneously
emit radiation which are either streams
of particles or waves. They are of
three types namely () Alpha
radiation which consists of nuclei of
Helium atoms (2) Beta radiation which
consists of fast moving electrons (3)
Gamma radiation which is identified
with  electro-magnetic  waves. These
radiations are used to detect radio-
active substances. An instrument known
as Geiger counter is generally used to
detect radiation. TIf some radioisotopes
are put into a moving medium the
movement of the medium can be found
"by detecting the motion of the

- said
1sotopes.

Thus it is used to locate leaks in
underground pipelines and to calculate
the amount of liquid in sealed containers.

In industry radioisotopes are used
to measure wear and tear of various
parts of machines and the thickness of
materials ranging from thick plates to
a thin coating of a paint. Used as a
radiation source they alter the quality
of some materials thereby increasing
their period of usefulness. Radioisotope
of Cobalt (Co 60) and Caesium (Ce 137)
are used to detect internal flaws in
welding. Radioisotope Strontium (Sr 80}
is used to overcome the problem caused

by static electricity, for example, in
welding.
In medicine radioisotopes make

possible the efficient method of diagnosis
and treatments thereby helping to save
life. Radioisotopes of Todine are used
to examine the function of the thyroid
glands thus enabling the detection of
any malfunction. Similarly radio active
Sodium is used to trace the circulation of
blood. Tumours in the brain are traced
with the help of radio active Phosphorus.
These isotopes are widely used in radiation
theraphy  for  example radioisotope
Cobalt (Co 60' and Radium are used in
radiation treatment for cancer.

In agriculture it is used to find out
the quantity of fertiliser taken by various
crops and the mechanism by which it
is taken and utilised. For example it
was found out that certain plants can
absorb more fertiliser if they are sprayed
on l.eaves and this method is now
practised in farms. Radioisotopes are

?lsc_) used to. find out how some physio-
ogical functions take place.
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It was also found out that radiated
food can last for more days than the
ordinary one, though at the expense
of losing some of its taste. Radiation
causes the destruction of certain
bacteria and viruses. Radiation causes
mutation resulting in new strains, for
example radiated Penicillium Notatum
yields larger amount of penicillin than the
ordinary one.

Archeologists use radiation to measure
the age of archeological treasures and
fossils.  Radioisotore C 14 in the
archaeological finds is used in these cases.
This method of dating is called ¢ Carbon
14 dating . As Rutherford wrote in 1904
«An enormous store of latent energy is

resident in radioactive substance.........
if it were possible to control the rate
of disintegration of radioactive element
enormous amount of energy could be
obtained from small portions of matter.””
We obtain energy when radioactive
substances undergo chain reactions. These
chain reactions are used in atomic bombs.
The destruction caused by an atomic bomb
is due to the vast amount of energy released
as a result of chain reactions.

If the chain reaction is controlled
the vast store of energy released could
be wused for beneficial use as in an
atomic reactor which is used to generate
electricity.

R. Narendranathan
Grade R 12

SURGICAL TRANSPLANTS

The idea of transplanting entire
organs long fascinated physicians. But
the major obstacle to this was a
mysterious phenomenon called ¢“rejection”’.
This was first discovered by the Carrel-
Gurthie team in the U. S, Their first
experiments were on dogs and cats-
transplanting their kidneys. At each
instance the animals died after some
time The reason? That is where the
above mentioned factor came in.

After world War II, research began
on human beings They were first
conducted by Dr. Hamburgher in Paris
from 1946 __ 1953 Dr. Hamburgher
‘performed a series of kidney transplant
operations but in each case the patient died
Wlthmthree weeks. The year 1954 brought
I much hope. This rejection reaction
was _found to be similar to immune
reaction, whereby white blood cells engulf
and destroy invading germs. But during
Tejection another type of white cells,
the Jymphocyte, goes into action and

destroys the foreign tissue. A second
discovery was that when the recipient
and donor were of a genetically identical
strain, rejection did not take place. This
was soon put to test in December 1954
when two doctors replaced the kidney
of Harrison, with that of his twin
brother. As expected there was no
rejection but not before two years later

did the cautious doctors publish the
success. This was the first truly
successful organ transplantation.

X’ray therapy was capable of

crippling the body’s ability to produce
antibodies So when a transplant patient
was subjected to massive radiation before
the operation, no matter who the donor
and recipient were, some survived. But
only one out of three, because too much
radiation was lethal to the body. So
later on, instead of X’rays a cancer
drug, 6-MP, was used.

By September 1963 at least 20 teams
in several countries had performed about
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250 kidney transplants, But despntt? all
the effort and progress, howeVer. patients
still died within two years, which meant
the rejection problem had not been

solved yet.

The actual breakthrough came .in
when researchers discovered compatibility
factors in white corpuscles, the cel.ls
involved inorgan-transplant reactions. So if
all white corpuscles which produce antigens
(substances which stimulate the production
of antibodies) could be found, it would
mean that tissues could be matched for
compatibility. But this proved to be
impossibly complex for more than 100
white cell antigens were identified, all of
which might have to be matched before
a donated organ could be declared
compatible with the white cells of the
recipient. Since this would take years
they tried matching only those antigens
with the greatest reaction strength and
overcame the minor reactions caused by
the weak antigens by immuno-suppressjve
drugs. Their hunch proved right,

After the discovery of this tissue-
typing, success soared.  Since 1965
transplant surgery has rapidly expanded
its horizons. From kidney transplants

to transplants of the liver, pancreas,

duodenum and the lung.

Transplant surgery’s dramatic moment
came late in 1967 when all the world
anxiously followed the fate of the first
human heart-transplant operation. It was
performed in Cape Town, South Africa,
by Dr. Cbris Barnard on 55-year-old
Loui Washkansky. He died 18 days later,
reportedly of pneumonia. A month later
a second heart-transplant was performed
by Dr. Barnard on a dentist Dr. Blaiberg,
Dr. Blaiberg survived for more than two
years and he survived the longest among
the heart transplant patients. Today there
areé numerous heart-transplant patients
living, many in the U. S A. A notable
person is Dr. Cooly of the U. S., who
bas more than a dozen successful heart
transplant operations to his credit.

Thus the curtain has becn raised
on a whole new era on surgery. In
future years it seems inevitable that
Mmany thousands of people, who never
could have been saved before, will be
restored to health, thanks to transplant
surgery.

F. J. J. Balaratnam
Grade 12 B.

MAHATMA GANDH]| - INDIA’S GREATEST SON

Throughout the world
always beep deep interest in
of the great Indian nation,
and inimitable culture and
people’s courageoys struggle
independence which cost the lives of
many of her finest sons, Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi bolds a special place
in the glorious galaxy of outstanding

personslities of India’s Nationa] Liberation
Movement,

there has
the history
its ancient
the Indian
for natiopal

Ga.ndhi symbolises one of the most
d.ramat.lc and heroic periods in the
Ilbc?ratlon struggle of the Indian people
Which he headed and which was crowned
by the setting up of the Irdependent
Repl_lbl.xc of India, Gandhi’s passjonate
patriotism, relentless struggle for
Independer.ce, his desire to see his native
country free and flourishing, hijs persistent
Oppression, be jt racial

struggle against
religious, economic or social, all these
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won him not merely the love of his
countrymen but the sincere gratitude and
respect of all progressive mankind. The
Gandhi Centenary Celebration this year
throughout the world bears out the
recognition of his international stature,

Gandhi realised that the first requisite
for winning independence for his country
should be the recognition of the
sovereignty of the Indian people irrespec-
tive of caste or creed. He firmly believed
in the creative strength of the people
and throughout his political struggle
maintained a close contact with India’s
teeming millions. His satyagraha based
on active though non-violent actions by
all strata of the Indian population, and
his non-cooperation and civil disobedience
-which was actively supported by the
entire country, seriously undermined the
system of colonial rule in India.

Gandhi felt that Independence would
be impossible as long as Hindu-Muslim
enmity existed in India. He felt that
the British government’s policy of divide
and rule was at the root of this evil,
He appealed to the people to counter
that evil by uniting regardless of caste,
class or religion. He advocated this
unity passionately and finally sacrificed
his life for Hindu-Muslim unity when
he was shot down by a Hindu fanatic.
He condemned the caste system as anti-
social and to pinpoint this he went to
live among the Harijans, Gandhi’s struggle

against the rejection of the untouchables
was of great progressive importance and
found warm response and support not
only among broad circles of the Indian
public but also among humanitarians
and advocates of social justice throughout
the world. What the great French writer,
Romain Rolland wrote in this connection
is worth quoting —“His passionate
defence of the rights of the oppressed,
and his protest against this terrible
social iniquity was alone sufficient to
make his name immortal *’,

As a passionate adherent of pon-
violence, Gandhi advocated peace among
nations, peaceful settlement of all inter-
national problems and lessening of inter-
national tensions. During World-War II
Gandhi unequivocally condemned the
aggression of facist Germany and
militarist Japan. True on January 30,
1948 the base hand of a foul assassin
cut short the life of this premier son
of India; but from that moment onwards
Gandhi ceased to be an Indian. He
became an international celebrity like
Buddha or Christ before him. Long may
his image and the light that he shed
lead the people. The only tribute to
the memory of this great man can be
the projection of the high ideals for
which he lived and died.

P. Krishnamoorthy
Grade 12 A.

“It is deep happiness to die yet live in Love's dear

Memory .



FROM THE MOON — FIFTY YEARS HENCE

Oh Look at the Earth,

How she is shining with Mirth,
Her face is so bright,

To give us light at night,

1 toiled hard to catch,

But too far to reach.

1 followed up the astronauts on
November 14th and was thrilled to read
in the newspapers that Commander
Charles Conrad had stepped on the
surface of the moon. I was taken far
far away in thought to the Lunar world
where I spent about fifty years — crowded
into just a couple of minutes.

I flew across the continent named
Merica and landed at the capital city of
Appolo 11 in Armstrong. There were
six States in Merica namely Armstrong,
Aldrin, Collins, Conrad, Bean and
Gordon. The Universal flag which Neil
A. Armstrong hoisted on the 2Ist day
of July 1969 now up on a high tower
extended a warm welcome. That great
building was supposed to be the
parliamentary structure where the honour-
able Prime Minister resided. There were
also several other many storeyed buildings
including Nixon and Keneddy buildings
in the neighbourhood.

There was a number of churches so
solemn and calm. The priests in long
robes of blue and white guided the people
in the right path. The colleges and
schools which had few children gave me
a different picture, for the students were
all occupied and deeply absorbed in
scientific researches. When I passed a
nursery school 1 heard the little ones
reciting a rhyme about the earth. I was

i i hem
ted and paused a little to hear t
e to chorus ‘“Oh look at the

"

repeat
earth ;. iiva

Then 1 passed on to the industrial
centres in Collins, where the helicopters
we travelled in were made. Rockets of
various kinds and forms were seen like
toy cars.

I had a very grand supper at one
of the hotels — not bread, butter and meat
but chocolates, cream and plenty of
fruits which 1 relished very much.

The State of Aldrin was a hill
country and had fine natural views. The
costume of the inhabitants was like that
of the Eskimos but very long and
baggy. The green wheat fields were
pleasing to the eyes in the United States
of Conrad Bean. The lovely flowers in
the garden tossed their heads and danced
like angels. I could enjoy any number
of fruits in the gardens.

When I happened to see through
television I came across a familiar scene
in Ceylon and I smiled unconsciously.
My brother seated near me laughed aloud
and asked me why I was smiling. This

brought me back to the newspaper in
my hand.

_ I realised how fortunate we are to
live in such a remarkable scientific century
of wonders which we could see, hear

and erperience instead of reading about
them in books ages after,

Indramathy Arasaratnam
Grade XI. B
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CANINE AND CORVINE CONQUEST

A dog is a dog and a crow is a
crow. There are many who are fond of
dogs. They call them faithful animals,
dumb friends and by many other affec-
tionate names. No one has a good word
for the crow. It is ugly. Its colour is
black. Its voice is raucous. I hate it
with all my heart.

Add to these odious creatures rats,
toads and other vermin that make life
heli for man. I feel that all these creat-
ures should be deported to regions be-
yond human habitations so that they
may live and fight among themselves.
The sight of a rat gives me the creeps.
Although I consider Bishop Hatto a
wicked man, I had wished when reading
the poem about him, that all the rats
in their thousands should have perished
in the river Rhine. The sin of drowning
could not have been visited upon any-
one for it was their own seeking.

Very often when rats eat our cheese
at home or other valuable things which
are bought for us by our father I become
irate. I wish for the Pied Piper. I get
thinking sometimes if the Pied Piper
is really dead. Surely he should be
living now to destroy toads, bugs and
all other vermin with his facinating
flute,

But now I must come to the subject
proper. The crows and the dogs are a
terrible menace. We have to wage a
daily but fruitless war against them at
school. Ultimately we lose ground and
remain vanquished and they become the
victors. The crows are cunning and
clever enough to spite us. We cannot
match their ingenuity. They know our
time table by rote, They know our

holidays and hate them as much as we
like them. On the day of the reopening
they flock in their thousands in our
College campus to greet us. At our
sight they open their ebony beaks and
with a caw caw as wild as the howling
of jackals offer us a warm welcome.
I think they are jubilant about our
helplessness. Our praying time is their
preying time. When we are at the
temple every food parcel that is left
exposed by foolish girls attracts their
attention. They spoil and share among
themselves without any bitterness of
feeling, whatever they find. Here I
should pause to pay a tribute to them
for they do not like the dogs fight one
another. These crows have the temerity
to tease us at every turn. We chase
them and they, then find a perch five
feet above our pates and reply with a
raucous caw, But if we persist in chasing
them with a stick or some other weapon
they fly out only to come back with a
determination to take vengeance. The
other day one such bird took aim to
pollute the silver hair of one of our
venerable teachers. They have no respect
for age or for the small head that
carries so much for the benefit of us
students. These corvine creatures examine
with curiosity everything that is wrapped
with paper. A new book is examined
with a reviewer’s avidity and sometimes
torn to shreds in the process.

What shall I say of the dogs! I
know whole families where the whole
interest of life is centred upon the dog.
They suffer from excess of adultation
particularly from women. To escape from
such tom foolery some of these pets
stray into our school. They come in
couples and tens. When twilight comes
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the crows may go to roost to distant
places but the dogs stay put at college
for the night. The feminine of the
species litter in store-rooms and lumber
rooms. They roam in the gloaming
and occupy rooms free of rent. They are
the monarchs of the whole place. They
question our right to chase them out
with a grim growl.

On wet nights, in return for free
occupation, they fill the class rooms with
offensive matter and make us do some
scavenging. Surely they must be highly
amused, when they see us with brooms

buckets bestowing so much care for
ztilr;::iir l::omfort and safety. Our canine
comrades are raggy, shaggy and dirty

the raggle, taggle gypsies. But then,
?rsom whe%e do they come? —these pets
which received so much care. Well they

are outcasts of homes where they have
outlived their usefulness. So they are
driven out or enlarged near our school
gates by their affectionate masters or
mistresses and our Government \gvhxch is
Buddhistic and therefore commltt_ed to
maithiriya, allows them to prolifenate
and we merely grin and bear.

Miralini Sinnathamby

A NIGHT IN THE JUNGLE

[n March last year I received a
letter from my uncle. I was a little
surprised, for he seldom writes to me.
He is an engineer attached to the irrig-
ation department. He was stationed at
Puttalam then. He wanted to find out
if 1 would like to go with him on a
hunting expedition. I promptly wrote
to him that I would simply love it. I
obtained permission from my father and
left by the morning bus.

I arrived at my uncle’s place in the
evening. He was taking his tea and I
observed that he had packed everything
for the trip and was waiting for my
arrival. A double barrel gun was on the
table and he had hardly asked how
daddy was getting on when a car came
and halted at the gate. He got up and
his servant took the parcels to the car.
He took his gun and walked towards
the car, and I followed him. In the
car there were two men, namely a guide
and another engineer friend of my uncle’s.

After motoring about seventeen miles
we came to the middle of a thick
jungle. The car halted under a huge
tree. My uncle and his friend with a
big torch light each, walked one behind
the other along a foot track. 1 was

behind them and the guide was at the
back. After a time even the foot track
disappeared, We walked on tiptoe through
thorny bushes. As time passed I was
overtaken with fear and I told my uncle
that I could not proceed any farther,
So he was forced to take me back to
the car and I was asked to stay there.
I thought to myself that staying there
inside the car was preferable to walking
through the forest, but darkness and
loneliness made me terribly afraid. I put
on the headlights and collected dried
branches and dead leaves and lighted a
fire. Soon it was burning brightly. In
the blaze the trees and bushes appeared
to me like horrible demons. I was
frightened. At that moment I heard
the report of a gun at a distance and
the trumpeting of an elephant. I fell
face downwards and did not know what
ha_ppeped till uncle put me up. 1 was
::1"5;1“8 and sweating. My uncle teased
¢ for my cowardi
hare in the fire I rfxzde.TheAyll rg?sﬁidm?
a piece and got back home by 2-00 a. m.
On the way only uncle showed me their

catch namely the ¢
arcasses of
and four rabbits, two deer

S. Skandarajah
Grade 9 A.
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Left to Right: N. Vadeeveswaran, K. Mohanram, S, Rajaratnam
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