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INDIA AND THE WEST

Carl E. Purinton
Professor of Religion, Boston University

In 1890 Rudyard Kipling composed the lines of what was to
become a famous and often-quoted poem, The Ballard of East and
West. We are all familiar with the opening and closing refrain:

Oh, East is East, and West is West, and never the twain shall meet,

Till Earth and Sky stand presently at God's great Judgment Seat :

But there is neither East nor West, Border, nor Breed, nor Birth,

When two strong men stand face to face, tho' they come from the ends
of the earth.

Rudyard Kipling was a staunch imperialist and probably few today
would subscribe to his unquestioning faith in the superiority of one
culture to another. The problem he described, however, is still a
baifling one. 1t is still true that East is East and West is West,
culturally speaking, and we may still in a mood of discouragement,
fear that

“never the twain shall meet.”

It ought, however, to be our aim to see that the twain shall meet
on a basis of mutual understanding and acceptance. The purpose of
these remarks is to talk about one of the representatives of India who

contributed much toward a proper understanding between India and
America, Swami Vivekananda.

Swami Vivekananda was the founder of Vedanta in the West.
He first came to the attention of Americans in the year 1893 at the
time of the World’s Parliament of Religions in Chicago. A few years
ago I determined to learn for myself just what sort of impression
Swami Vivekananda had made upon America at the time of the
Parliament of Religions. In order to put myself into the atmosphere
of the fall of 1893 T paid a visit to the Boston Public Library and
spent some time first in the Public Documents room, readinz news-
papers of that date through the medium of microfilm. Later I
consulted the bound volumes of magazines for certain articles printed
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later in the year 1893 and early in the year 1894 for critical

evaluations of the Parliament of Religions.

Returning to the year 1893 via microfilms Was almosft as
exciting as a visit to certain movie houses whex.'e serl.al thrlllel:s
may be seen in which the actors enter space and time-ships Z}Dd are
transported to another time and place. In the case of my .]ourney
backwards in time, certain recurring headlines seemed deﬁnltgly to
belong to another world. Prominence was regularly given 1n ‘Qhe
headlines to one Emperor William I[ of Germany- In America
there was considerable interest in a race to settle the So-cajl]ed
Cherokee Strip or Okiahoma Territory, the last of the American
Indian lands opened up for agricultural settlement. On the other
hand, some headlines seemed very familiar, such as the annual
subscriptions being offered and rapidly taken up for the current
season of the Boston Symphony Orchestra, already by 1893 a well
established institution. Travel accidents seized headlines then as
today, although steamships occupied the place now more commonly
featured in such tragedies by airplanes. And, of course, at least
in the metropolitan papers, much attention was given then as now
to sensational court trials and minor scandals which probably
helped to bolster newspaper circulation.

Also in the headlines for 1893 was the World Parliament of
Religions, which was a part of the Colombian Exposition in Chicago.
The newspapers of Chicago, New York, Boston, and undoubtedly
of all parts of America gave detailed attention to the opening of
the Parliament of Religions on September 11 and its meetings
which continued through September 27. A great gathering %f
distinguished religious leaders had assembled to participate in th
program. The auditorium where the main addresses were i\} .
seems  t0 have been consistently well-filled, although refel;eno;)g* in
fans used by listeners indicate that the temperature ran hiorhb 5

gh.

Swami Vivekananda was certainly among : ;
known at the beginning of the parlia,rrfrent, alt?lojgﬁsiisleabt'v\;ell-
appearance attracted favourable attention. Commenting very r§t
first, very brief public statement at the very end of t}? upon his
of the parliament, the Boston Daily Globe of Septemb:r ﬁlléstsdgg

aid,
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« A bright little speech by Swami Vivekananda, a monk of Bombay,
finished the afternoon session”” All in all Vivekananda delivered
as many as 10—12 addressess which were heard with sustained

interest and attention.

The Swami attracted considerable interest because of his striking
appearance, clothing, and manner of life. Dr. Paul Carus, the
eminent American scholar, writing in the Forum magazine for
November, 1893, described Swami Vivekananda as “the turbaned
Hindu monk, in a long orange gown, who as we were informed,
lived in voluntary poverty so that as a rule he did not know
where he would receive the next day’s meal....”

The Rev. Herbert Stead wrote a discriminating article published
in the Review of Reviews for March, 1894, in which he described
Vivekananda as “a high-caste Hindu and representative of orthodox
Hinduism,” and went on to say in tribute to him, “he was one of
the principal personalities at the Parliament, as well as one of
the most popular of guests in Chicago drawing rooms.”

It was not, of course, the appearance nor the costume of
Vivekananda which accounted for the final impression that he made
upon his American audience. It was what he was and what he
stood for. 1t is clear that Swami Vivekananda awakened in this
country a new respect for India and Indian religious life. Vive-
kananda interpreted Hinduism eloquently in a manner which must
have surprised an American audience accustomed on the whole to
a distorted presentation of that most ancient of faiths. His inter-
pretation is still helpful today for the one who wishes to understand
the essentials and the universal element in Hinduism. *“The Hindu
- religion does mnot consist in believing, but in being and becoming....
Reaching God, seeing God, becoming perfect, even as the Father
in Heaven is perfect, constitutes the religion of the Hindu....”

The most striking element in Vivekananda’s message was its
breadth as illustrated in his view of the relation of one religion
to another. *To the Hindu,” Swami Vivekananda said, “the whole
world of religions is only a travelling. a coming up of different men
and women, through various conditions and circumstances to the
same goal. The Lord has declared to the Hindu in His incarnation
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ead through a string

dinary holiness and
know ye that

as Krishna, ‘I am in every religion as the thr
of pearls and wherever thou seest extraording
extraordinary powers raising and purifying humanity,
I am there.”

«[ would like to conclude with a prayer:
¢May he who is the Brahman of the Hindu, the Ahura Mazda of
the Zoroastrian, the Buddha of the Buddhists, the Jeh_ovah of the
Jews and the Father in Heaven of the Christians give strength

to you to carry out your noble idea.”

Elsewhere Vivekananda is quoted to have put it, © th(? same
light shines through all colours and in the heart of everything the
same truth reigns.” The breadth of this viewpoint made a deep
impression. The enthusiasm with which it was received led
Dr. Paul Carus to speak of the Parliament of Religions as “ the

dawn of a new era.’

He went on to say,

What would be Swami Vivekananda’s message for us today, if
he were alive ?

I shall mention two things only. One has to do with the
role of India in world affairs. In his day Swami Vivekananda
aroused in America a new respect for India and its ancient cultural
heritage. Let us hope that today a spirit of mutual respect may
prevail between India and America. Secondly, in the sphere of
religions life we need the same spirit of respect and mutuality
that Vivekananda stood for. In this connection it will help to
recognize how much the great religions have in common. Take
for example, the doctrine of the grace of God. Those who have;
deeply sensed the providence of God will not be the ones to claim
that the grace of God can flow in one channel only. An illus-
tration of what I have in mind is found in Rudolf Otto’'s book
on India’s Religion of Grace (p. 19). The grace of Godk (5&
points out, occupies a place not only in Christianity, not : 1 &
Hinduism as well, but also in certain forms of Buddhism, it P
of this fact first reached the West when the famous C th '
ary},l Fl}']uncihs Xavier went to Japan an e
with what he called the “T,utheran » heresy. He found it e
] ; : : ¢ 2 Xpressed
in the worship of Amitabha Buddhism, the salvation by faith form

—
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of Mahayana Buddhism. Dr. Otto describes an experience of his
own in Japan which brought this common element to his attention.
He was lecturing on the Christian doctrine during a visit to Japan.
One day a Japanese Buddhist priest brought to him an old Chinese
book illustrated with beautiful pictures. The pictures revealed this
world as a place of misery and sorrow with graphic representations
of the torments of the lost.- One of the pictures portrayed a mighty
stream frozen hard in the cold of winter. On the ice men were
dragging huge basins of live coals, casting the coals upon the ice
to thaw it. Yet their efforts were insufficient. No matter how
often they scattered the coals, the ice always froze again faster
than they could thaw it They never succeeded in reaching the
water flowing beneath the ice. :

The Buddhist priest explained to Dr. Otto: ¢“These are the
people who exert themselvss to get access to the water of salvation
by their own efforts, ‘by their own strength.’ But one’s own
strength and work effect nothing. Only the rescuing grace of the
Buddha of an endless life melts the ice.”

We need a broadening of our religious outlook sufficient to
recognize that there are these common elements in the great religions
of the world. The recognition of universal elements in various
religions should be interpreted as strengthening religious conviction,
not weakening it. They ssrve to broaden the base of the religious
pyramid.

Now that T have mentioned a feature of religious life which
is common to Christianity and Hinduism, let me now mention
one respect in which Christianity may well learn something from
the tradition of India, both Hindu and Buddhist. This is the
practice of meditation. 1 can illustrate my thought best by reference
to an example used by Professor William Ernest Hocking, recently
retired from Harvard University. At Almora, on the slopes of the
Himalayas, there is a small, but modern hospital served by a well-
trained Indian surgeon. The hospital has a good reputation in
the region and its facilities are always fully in use. A year or
two ago a simple notice was posted on the door: the surgeon
was to be absent during a month for meditation and the practice



il s

of Yoga. The work would be carried on by .the staff. Ehe mv:::
interesting feature of the situation for him, said Dr. Hoc t1ngc,e bgr
the action of the Indian doctor. 1t was the accep ana';hin
the entire community of the action of the doctor as iotr}rllu nee%
quite routine and understandable. It was recognized that the ,
to meditate should be given precedence.

There is here something for Christians to think about. In this

area, particularly, the West may learn from the East.

To the Hindu, then, the whole world of religions is only a travelling,
a coming up, of different men and women, through various conditions and
clrcumstances, to the same goal. Every religion is only evolving a God
out of the material man, and the same God is the inspirer of all of
them. - Why, then, are there so many contradictions? They are only
apparent, says the Hindu. The contradictions come from the same truth
adapting itself to the varying circumstances of different natures.

It is the same light coming through glasses of different colours.
And these little variations are necessary for purposes of adaptation. But
in the heart of everything the same truth reigns.

—Swami Vivekananda.

LA




SRIMAT SWAMI VIPULANANDA
by A. M. K. Cumaraswamy

It is a privilege to be asked to write a brief note on Swami
Vipulananda. I was a student at Royal College, Colombo and the
Swami was at that time Pundit Mailvaganam. He was Principal of
Manipay Hindu College and often visited Colombo and spoke at
various places. Some of us boys went to hear him speak and we
realised for the first time how elegantly and how efficiently the Tamil
Language could be used to express scientific ideas as well as philoso-
phical concepts. Years later, I visited Annamalai University, and
though the Swami had then ceased tc be Professor there, his name
carried a fragrance about the place, and dons and students gathered
round me to pay their tribute to the Swami. A man so other-worldly
and so utterly dedicated to the Highest, he was hardly conscious of
the big draw he was to so many persons, young and old, wise and
otherwise.

Years later, I had the privilege of welcoming the Swami to his
chair in the University of Ceylon as our first Professor of Tamil.
He filled the chair worthily, and everyone looked forward to his
guiding us for many years. Sed Dis aliter visum ! He soon realised
and gradually we began to fear that he was already a sick man. As
the physical frame gradually declined, the spirit shone with greater

splendour until the great summons came and he went in obedience to
the great Father of us all.

The Swami had pondered deep on eternal verities, and despite the
wide divergence between him and me on vital issues, I never went to
him with a religious problem without receiving if not a solution, yet
certainly a line of thought which equipped me with material to grapple
the problem with. Two simple episodes I would with apologies wish
to chronicle here which to me revealed in special measure the bigness
of the man. One day, the exigencies of circumstances reduced his
h.mch-interval to half an hour. Not infrequently he gave my wife
timely notice and honoured us by being our guest at lunch. But that
day, he turned up suddenly and said, “Mrs. Cumaraswamy, 1 have a
lecture in half un hour, and have no time to go to the Mission House,
Please give me something to eat.” He noticed consternation writ
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Targe in the hostess’s face, and with a charming SI.I}}TB szed :\jvlz)a;(})fg
problem was. The lady replied, “ Pardon. Swamijl, I-ba;flf it 1
vegetable curries, but I have added Maldive fish to bo i3 01.11-
Again with a reassuring smile, he said, “Oh, a sma]l'spolé)}lll ffen}:iin

dainty fingers should be equal to the task of removing eo % gt
intruders.” We had a pleasant meal together, but right throug oxﬁ ‘
the meal my heart was saying my Master’s words, “ The letter killeth,

the Spirit giveth Life.” '

1t was my Silver-Wedding Anniversary and after a r?ha,nksglvmg
Service in Church, friends called in our home to eat w1th.us and to
folicitate us. When quite a crowd had assembled, the Swam} appegred,
holding in his hand a daintily bound copy of the Holy Blblg, Wlth.a
special feature—the ipsissima verba of Jesus Christ heing printed in
red. That was his gift to us on the great day, and when my wife
remonstrated, ¢ Swamiji, you have thought of owr feelings, and
suppressed yours,” he replied, *No, Mrs. Cumaraswamy, 1 have
brought you a present which 1 value greatly.” And these were mnot
empty words.

There were a few questions on which the Swami and T could not
find points of contact. But he regarded me and I respected him none
the less. The entire othernsss of God, the Andersartigheit so
characteristic of my religion did not have meaning for him, and his
concurrence with the general Hindu belief that a man’s conduct is the
important thing, his belief or faith is a minor matter was to me a
disappointment, for the basic Christian thesis is that “It is not that
conduct is the all important thing and worship he.ps it, but that
worship is the all important thing and conduct tests it.” Ar,ld yvet my
Master speaks of “other sheep which are not of this Fold. Them
also | must bring.” Indeed one Hindu Saint has sung: . 1

@ueruips Brriwuudand @ n@E8auds Qe
@Jrres?rugﬂg Qm.mswq@égz 06 %60 rIT L Q& TeT I 26T T 60
oo T L 1) & e oTbL) @5 60 H60T 2_6wor e g 57 W Qa7 (& % e0r
a1 F 5 mesor_Owedr BT s ; X
NG e W& BT 5E, 1) drE Q1 & o T,




VALUE OF STUDY OF GEOGRAPHY
Pandit Nehru’s Appeal

I often wonder how many of us in Indix know much about our
own country. 1 know that I have bzen constantly making new
discoveries about this great country of ours with its tremendous
variety and yet a basic unity. Here we find the past ever with us.
There is the present. of course, with all its problems and there is the
future, which we build. And so the past and the present and the
future in India get inter-twined and entangled and it is rather difficult
to separate them.

Maps have always fascinated me because they open out long
vistas of thought. I look at the changing map of Asia and think of
the old days when long caravans went along the silken route, of the
great travellers who traversed this vast continent, of the pilgrims and
men of commerce who braved the perils of the mountains and the seas
in the days gona by, of the various paoples who cams across the
Himalayan passes into India and merged in the sea of Indian huma-
nity, of ideas travelling from one country to another and influencing
and moulding great numbers of psople.

It has often struck me that our viewpoint in regard to the world
depends so much on where we are. Perhaps many of the differences
and conflicts in viewpoints could be explained by this simple fact. A
person living at one of the poles would have a very special idea about
the world. A person in America or Europe would look upon the
world as if he was at the centre of things and the others rather at the
circumference. So also, a person in India or China would imagine
himself to be at the hub and would judge others accordingly.

Perhaps the tremendous development in communication and
means of travel is making a difference now and we know more of the rest
of the world. But even so, itis difficult to get out of this egocentric
habit and mind wherever we may live. Geography counts in a multitude
of ways and it is well, therefore, that we pay attention to it, not only in
the rather narrow way it is taught in our schools and colleges but as
something which tells us of the development of humanity and of the

mighty forces that have moulded man since the beginning of his life on
the earth. —Hindu.

>
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The Suez Canal Crisis

the Egyptian President Col.
the United States of
and is the authority

The nationalization of the Suez Canal Compan‘y l.)y
imperial France, Great DBritamn a.nd
and the equipment

The canal itself is in Egypt. It forms
thus beyond question. Egypt

Nasser was a shock to :
America. The company controls the operation
responsible for the administration of the canal.

i i f Egypt 1s
an integral part of Egypt. The sovereignty O : . i et
is an independent sovereign state following a neutral policy without aligning hersell w

any of the power blocks, whether the Anglo Amgriczm or the Soviet blotclf. Egypt is
not a member of the S. E. A. T. O. nor has she joined the Baghdad countries.

ven.tion of Constantinople of 1888 reiteraFes that
The position regarding the sovereignty of
cet by the Anglo Egyp-
They recognized the

The charter of 1866 and the con
the canal shall always remain free and open. :
Egypt and the character of the international water way 1S .Wein
tian agreement of 1954 negotiated between Egypt and Britain. ‘
Suez canal which is an integral part of Egypt as a water way, econom1ca¥ly, commer-
cially and strategically of international importance and expressed their desire to uphol'd
the convention guaranteeing the freedom of navigation of the cgnal signed at Constanti-
nople on October 29th, 1888. Since the Suez canal company i3 an Egyptian company,
in Egypt’s view it is subject to the laws of the country. The shares are held except for a
small portion by foreign governmeats or individuals. Britain owns 44 percent of the
shares. There are nearly 32 directors of whom 106 are French, 9 British, 5 Egyptians
one American and one Duteh.

Legally the “ Campagne Universal le du Canal Maritime de Suez” is Egyptian
but its administration and head quarters are in Paris. The commission of the Suez Canal
company would have expired in 1968. The present and previous Egyptian governments
had publicly and repeatedly declared that the foreign assets also would pass into the hands
of Egypt. But the present action of the energetic president Col. Nasser therefore would
appear to anti-date the taking over of the company. Now let us see what prompt-
ed Nasser to launch on such an action immediately ? Nasser was elected President of
Egypt by an overwhelming majority. So it was the duty of the President to look after
the needs of the people whom he represents. Egypt is faced with the problem of a land-
lc;,lss peasantry. He wanted to solve this and thereby make the country prosperous. With
t i % t t. . - *

ullsrég en1 ion he thm;ght of building the Aswan Dam. To complete such a big task re-
a B} EE AW R oEReT, So he appealed to America and the world Bank to grant
some loans for this purpose. At first they promised to offer help but later th fused t
give aid to Egypt. He felt that th AT 0,
e needs of the peasants f i
nationalised th - is were of great importance and
ed the company to raise funds for the construction of th
nationalization h o n of the Dam. Even after the
zation he assured that no expropriation would be effected wi :
the share holders at market value. Besides this the RN ected without compensation to
will honour all its obligations arising out of internatio 1rnment ol g
the United States reacted to the Egyptian announ e a~€l'ef1ments. But France and
vehemence. They at first wanted the C cement quickly, sharply and with
How can it be possible ? Will Americ kind under an international board.
ared to place their Panama Canal under

anal to be placed
a be prep,
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an international board ? They are not prepared to do so. It is unfair to ask others to do
things which they themselves are not prepared for. Naturally all are of the view that the
nationalization of the Canal was a step in the right direction, and almost all the Arab
States, the countries in the East, and among the great powers, Russia and China are
backing Nasser.

Last month the Western powers convened a conference in LLondon but that ended
in a failure, because out of the twenty-three States that participated in the Conference
seventeen States supported the American plan to place the Suez Canal under an inter-
national board. But India and other peace-loving Nations had opposed that move
of the Seventeen States. Five representatives led by Menzies met Nasser but that
talk too ended in a failure.

Having failed in every attempt the Western powers took this question to the
security council of the United Nations Organization. They once again demanded
that the administration of the Suez Canal should be placed under international control.
But Russia used its power of Veto and killed the resoultion. If not for the
Russian Veto the Anglo French powers would have had the security council’s support
for their provocative action against Egypt. The six principles enunciated by the foreign
Ministers of Egypt, Britain and France were accepted as the basis for further negotiations.
But contrary to our expectations the Anglo-French invasion of Egypt has begun,
much to the horror of the civilized world. The real aggressor was Israel, because it was
she, who, in defiance of the truce aggrement, crossed the truce line. A small power like
Israel would not have taken the initiative of invading Egypt unless she was sure
of Anglo-French assistance. Itis evident that it is a well planned conspiracy among the
three countries to launch an attack on Egypt to pay off the grudge against Nasser who
had nationalized the Canal Company. Mostly all the countries had condemned the action
of the Anglo-French powers in invading Egypt as an act of wanton brutality. Russia too
had expressed her desire to send help to Egypt to force the Anglo-French troops to
evacuate Egypt. We are yet to see whether the war can be localized or whether it will
become a global war. Because of the pending presidential election, Eishenhover could
not support the Anglo-French aggression. Now the Elections are over and we do not
know what the policy of America towards the Middle East crisis will be ?

If she too joins the side of the aggressors then we can be sure that this will lead to
a third world war. If it were to happen then that would be the end of mankind.

V. SRI SAKTHIVEL,
H.S. C. Arts (Senior).
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The General Election of 1956

ond Parliament of Ceylon came with a suddenness

which took many by surprise. At that time the governing'party was the. United Natlonal.
Party which had stood to make both Sinhalese and Tamil gs the Official Languages of
the country from the time of its formation. A few Tamil rpembers were also in the
Party accepting its policies. But when the Prime Minister, Sir John Kotalawela, found
that he would not be able to win the elections if he stood for both languages he reversed
the language policy of the party by deciding to make Sinhalese only the official langugge.
At a special session of the Party at Kelaniya this new policy was endorsed. The Prime
Minister hoped that this policy would be welcomed by the Sinhalese people and
therefore requested the Governor General to dissolve the Parliament and hold fresh
clections even before the expiry of the term of the Parliament.

The dissolution of the sec

The U.N.P. had been in power for the past nine years and he hoped that he
would return to Parliament with a thumping majority. The U. N. P. being the govern-
ing party at that time commanded all the resources as in 1952, but in spite of this it
was routed at the polls. : -

The General Elections were - held in April, 1956 and candidates from many
parties contested seats. The U. N. P., the ruling party at that time, stood for
the old order and the strongest supporters were the capitalists such as bus owners,
leading business men and other foreign investors. It is believed that the U. N. P. had
spent many lakhs of rupees on the elections of 1956 for their candidates.

]us.t before the General Elections a front of the leftists and some nationalists called
the Mahajana Eksath Peramuna was formed under the leadership of Mr. S. W. R. D
Banc}aranayake who was the leader of the Opposition at the time of the dis.solu.ti0;1 f
Parliament, with the idea of defeating the U. N. P. It promised to make Sinhalese al .
the official language of Ceylon. It emphasised that Buddhism should 'be &iv .01:6
ful place in Ceylon. The nationalisation of the transport facilities grd e]IBI lti .
mc}uded in the programme of the M. E. P. The N. L. S. S. P. witl DEm G it
at its head and tbe Communist Party stood for parity—that Si.nhz;.lese ]a :1 § M oy
ages should be given equal status. The Federal Party fought for a fedI:tral fzfr]l;l lefmgu-

of gov-

ernment. The Tamil Congress candidat i
3 es and th i
L atiinn. e independent candidates formed the

There were many reasons for the downfall of the U. N. P. People di
SN P eople dis-

appointed with the U. N. P. lon
N ged for a change. Th
government did i . 58 A
s unelmplzz;;(il"e at:lly of the important problems such asthteh Ul i
of citizenship to Indi problem and the problem connected wi : angu;}ge
p to Indians. The formation of the M. E. P. fr t“t;lth }the R
. E. P. front by the leftists and

nationalists was one of the im
portant
people lost confidence in the U. N. P breﬂSOHS o the downiall of the ). SR ESEE

scausz the U, > :
N. P. madz all sorts of promises
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but when they came into power they failed to honour the promises which they gave
during the time of the elections. So the people reposed greater confidence in the pro-
mises of the M. E. P. than in those of the U. N. P.

The M. E. P. was supported by most of the Buddhist monks. They found that
under the old system which was being continued by the U. N. P. no attention  was paid
for the development of Buddhism. They organised themselves to gain their due place
in society and determined to use their influence in the General Election of 1956. So
they supported the M. E. P.

The Sinhalese school masters found that their claims were neglected by the
U. N. P. government. They demanded that the language of government should be Sin-
halese. They expected that those who studied Sinhalese would be employed by the
government and that they would be equal to those who were educated in English. The
U. N. P. did not make any important change even after the achievement of freedom.
Therefore the Buddhist monks and the Sinhalese vernacular teachers who wanted to
raise their status in society found that the easiest way of gatting influence and power
was by making the people vote for those candidates who stood for their claim. The
M. E. P. candidates supported the claims put forward by the monks and the teachers and
therefore they were elected to power.

In the General Election of 1952 the U. N. P. promised that the price of rice
would be 25 cents so long as they were in power. But when they were elected to
power they increased the price of rice to 70 cents and that of sugar to 63 cents. The
distribution of free mid-day meal was stopped. These steps taken by the U. N. P. hit
hard the working classes. So they staged a hartal on 12th Aug. 1953. The U.N. P. had
to declare a state of emergency and call in the police and military assistance to control
the situation. This made the people hate the U. N. P. and elect the M. E. P. to power.

It will be far from the truth to state that the General Election was fought only
on the language issue for the U. N. P. like the M. E. P. wantcd to make Sinhalese
only, the official language. It is interesting to note that the N. L. S. S. P. standing for

_parity got double the number of seats than the U. N. P. even though the latter stood
for Sinhalese only being the official language. The hatred which the U. N. P. had

earned from the people brought about its downfall and led to the election of the first
leftist Government into power.

T. SANGARALINGAM,
2 H.S. C.Arts (Senior).



Atomic Energy for Peace

No other substance as small as the atom gives out SO much energy on disintergration
as the atom.. This energy as we know can be used for destructive purposes as was done
‘n Hiroshima, But now, the ccientists are directing their efforts towards using this

energy for peaceful and constructive purposes.

When an atom is split, tiny particles of different sizes are set free. These by their
jmpact cause more atoms to split and this chain reaction continues till the whole subs-
tance begins to explode. This 1s what happens in an atom bomb. If the energy set free
from the atom is to be utilised this chain reaction must be suitably controlled. Fortunate-

ly the scientists have found devices by which this continuous splitting could be controlled

and the energy set free utilised.

The splitting is done in carefully constructed atomic reactors as a guard against the
gama rays and other injurious effects caused during the splitting. ~ After the splitting there
is Radio active ‘ash left in ‘the reactors. From such ash Radio active Isotopes can be
separated out. SQuch Isotopes and others obtained by placing various substances in
reactors, provide uses that are not second to those: obtained direct from atomic energy.
So far over hundred and fifty such Isotopes have been found.

" Radio active Isotopes could be called the wonders of the atomic age. In the field of
“medicine Isotopes are providing many uses. For example Radio active Todine is used 1
tjkue treatment of disorders caused by the Thyroid gland. Thyroid cancer can b 1Se 2
by the use of Isotopes and Cobolt-rays used for its cure. Isotopes are el p oc;' téd
investigating the causes of diseases and in the methods of their cure Furtg ” huse' e
Jation of blood can be followed by the use of Isotopes and can tileref ;rt rigert
treating diseases caused by the bad circulation of blood. s s
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over long distances by cable. Small generating plants that use atomic power can be
established in the villages. Besides, the heat generated in the atomic reactors can also
be used to produce electricity.

Atomic energy can be used for the propulsion of aircrafts. Such aircrafts will be
able to travel at very high speeds. But there are certain draw-backs to be overcome,
The energy from the heat produced in atomic reactors could be used with advantage.
But the heat radiations should be eliminated. The devices that are now used for this
purpose are found to increase the weight of the plane. This is a drawback. Experi-
ments are now being carried out to overcome this difficulty.

Thus atomic energy which once caused death to several people can be used for
several peaceful and constructive purposes. The time is not far away when we at reason-
able cost can reap the full benefits that can accrue to mankind through atomic power.
The atom as we see has no policy of its own. It could be used both for good as well as
for evil. It all depends on the mighty man who uses it.

S. THILLAIVANAN,
H 8 CRi8e:

Science for Citizenship

Science deals with the origin, growth and decay of animate objects. It also unravels
the mysteries of the physical universe around us. By an application of such knowledge,
the scientists are surrounding us with inventions that are constantly changing our ways
of life. In short, scientific knowledge has become so vital to us, if we are to get the
best out of life.

Scientific facts and knowledge are able to guide us in every aspect of our lives.
Scientific devices are available to make our lives happy and comfortable; when
we want to talk to those who are far away or loud enough to be heard by
thousands, we have the telephone, the telegraph and the microphone.  When
we want to journey from one part of the globe to another we are able to accomplish
it by plane in a matter of hours. When we talk of food we have come to talk of their
calotific values and how they go into a balanced diet. Thus we see how intimately
science is controlling us in our daily lives. Therefore it is not surprising that we all crave
for an education in the sciences.

What is the type of science that is taught in our schools? We are given methods of
determining equivalent weights of metals, tests for various salts, preparation and proper-
ties of gases, determination of latent heats, specific heats, frequencies of forks, strength of
magnetic fields, animal life of hydra, sea anemone, corals, starfish: the skeletal systems on
a comparative basis in different animals, different forms and shapes of floral structures,
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the different strata of earth, their characters and properties and a good ?ot of o.ther
details. In short we are given a good theoritical and academic knowledge c1rcumscr'|bed
by the syllabuses for the examinations that lead us to a technical career or to thé univer-
sity. The treatment is logical and divided up into a number of different' subjects. 1f
our aim is to enter the university for a course in science or to enter a technical .career it
should be admitted that the science education we receive in our school is quite sound
and useful.

w many of us will seek a technical career
Not more than a mere five or six per-
edge is unsuitable and of no profit.

Now let us ask ourseives the question ho
and how many of us will enter the university ?
cent. Therefore to the vast majority of us this knowl

What then should be the type of education that will benefit the vast majority
of us? We all like to know for example the principles involved in the construction of a
wireless set.  But to be able to work out the capacity of the condenser to be used or the
resistance of the coil necessary, are only for those who seek a technical career in radio
engineering. We all want to know what and what are essential for a balancd diet and
what food can give us these. We all are not interested in being able to analyse the
chemical composition of the food we take. We all like to know what type of manure is
best for our flower garden the seasons of the year and how they are caused, the essential
requirements for a healthy and useful existence. In short, what we require is a general
education in the sciences which teaches us the mere basic principles and their applica-
tions to devices which we come across in our daily lives, and to be able to understand
the physical world around us.

What all of us as citizens look forward for, in a science education isa knowledge
that will help us to lead a healthy, comfortable and profitable existence. A knowledge
that will help us to understand the vast universe around us and to use efficiently the
various inventions that surround us in our homes. Specialised knowledge must be onl
to those who seek a career based on such knowledge. The schools therefore mus};

provide for a broad based general science education for all ialisati
and specialisatio
left to the last year or two of our school career. T

S. SRI RAJASINGAM,
H. S C" Se:



An Imaginary Conversation with Bharathi, the Poet

One day I was walking along the sea-beach. It was evening; the sea was calm and
the surroundings were utterly silent. The sun was about to sat and the sky was reddened
with the red rays of the sun. As it was twilight hundreds of birds flzw in the sky.  As I
am a lover of natural beauty and poetry I always like the sea-shore and the perfect
silence. So, I sat on a sand dune on the sza-shore and began to appreciate the
picturesque landscape around me.

While I was looking at the sea and sky I recollected the beauty of the sea-shore depic-
ted in a poem written by Bharathi. When T recited sonz lines from that poem, there
stood Bharathi in my mind’s eye quietly before me. 1 was overjoyed and greeted him
heartily. He greeted me in return and sat beside me on the sand-dune.

He did not smile and his face seemead to be sad. I wondered why he was sad. So,
I asked, “My dear Bharathi, why do you seem to be sad ?”

He said smilingly, ‘“Dear young friend, I am a human being and I cannot

help feeling sad.” He talked in such a way that it made one’s heart melt. But his
voice was firm enough.

I replied, “You are a poet and the poets are always above worldly affairs.
The common man can feel sad, buta pozt like you should not feel sad!” He kept
silent for a few seconds and then began to talk.

He said, “I am a people’s poet and that is why all people are praising me today. I
am not a poet like Kamban, Pukalenthy, Kalamekam or the famous Sangam Poets,
who always ignore the common people’s needs and their lanzuage and compose poems for
the mighty rich people like kings and lords. 1 lived among the common people as one
of them; and composed poems for them. I led a life of joy and sorrow and not
an illusive life of fantasies detaching myself from the world and its pzople. So, as I am
a people’s poet, I feel sad today.”” Thus he spoke with great enthusiasm.

I said, “ Dear Bharathi, I accept all that you say. But again I ask you. What
has happened to you? Why do you feel sad? All Tamils in the world are today praising
you. Every year they celebrate your anniversary. Your poems are translated and
studied even by Russians today. A certain organisation called ““ The World Peace
Council ”’, decided recently to translate your poems into eighteen languages” 1 said
the last two sentences with joy and pride.

He began to talk, '‘ Dear comrade! It is true that I am highly praised by all; it is
true that all my poems are carefully and willingly studied by all. But it is also true that
our Tamils are today a talkative people and not active. They are all studying my poems,
but no one seems to be acting in the way I wanted poverty, ignorance and sickness have
not yet disappeared from our land. I dreamt a NEW INDIA where all people would be
equal irrespective of caste or creed. I wanted a socialist state to lead the whole
world. But the new India for which I lived, dreamt and died, has not yet been born.

4,
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Jking, I found that he was

" When he finished t
bling because he was over-

So, my friend, how can I be happy ?’
and his body was trem

shelding tears. His eyes seemed fiery

come by emotion.

At once ] bravely said, “ Bharathi, today 1 have deter-

I was moved by this. _ 5
ag your dreams and ideals !

mined to live, work and die for realisi
quface vanished and his face became

When 1 .said this, the shadow of sorrow in hi :
he sunlight. With a happy smile

bright and blooming. It was shining as a diamond in t

he at once embraczd me and vanished from my sight.
M. S. AMEER

S. 8. C.

Random Sketches of People in a Bus

It was the Jayanti holidays. I set outona pilgrimage to the holy city of Anuradha-
pura. As the bus speeded at a terrific speed, I saw the green fields as a carpet of green
as far as the eye could see. But within the bus scated closely were a merry band of men
women and childfen merrier than the Canterbury pilgrims in Chancer’s tales. Relaxing
myself I studied the motley crowd around me. . They seemed to be figures coming out of
the tapestry of human society.

There was a vegetable woman poorly dressed seated down by her vegetable-basket
A.pseudo.politician who only scanned the head lines of news in a paper, was ar uin.
with a,r,.lother beside him. He said that the revolution must break out and ’overthrofv thi
governing party and the reins of Government must be given to L. S. S. P. to impr
'Fhe present situation in  Ceylon. . Those who were in the bus .]au. hed . O}Y'e
1dgas. There was a fashionable youth who liked to show the others that i e
wise. .So he was reading a copy of the “Jana”. It was a very old issu ;Was. very
:;lldhe ]‘Ilét tllirnes over the pages and pretended to be reading. His hair WZS courr:bsetclill fo(; |

ad a ~ Yankee bump” in front. He v i i , .
smoking a “Peacock” cigarette. He v\:’iz ;:lf:n:iojv.pljz; Oifnt;O:iS::zr:nd gusthi::ﬁnfd wa;
; : ill for a

he was posing to be a modern R i
: . omeo staring vacantly i S
not fail to glance towards the ladies’ seats ! " ‘mto i ol

Then there wa i A .
& Was'wearinjms ?d Mudalaly” sitting next to him. He had a monstr T sl
il R w‘; gold rings on all his fingers. They were shiﬁina . bOl-JS L
pO"tDil’)Side it s nohneed for lights insids the bus. Wa could ask 15' el
& us i - e 3 !
when night came on.  He was smoking a three c]el:; to act asd a lamp-
cigar and sending

smoke out like an engine. H
: sy € was wearing a sil .
was peeping out f kel a silk-shirt ar : ‘
s pSiI ; tom his Jad. 1 was very much annoyed bld a silk sarong. His purse
) - urned my head and looked straight "hea.dy f y ths smoke. I eould not

allead of ms. 4 , 4



N,

nt of me conspicuous among the women was a young lady about twenty-five
n fro I

L 5 < ¢ oy "
rear age. She was wearing a Georgette saree of red colour and a “‘choli”” of the same
years ol ag 8

colour. She had a red hand-bag by her side. I looked at her and at the red hand-bag.
After a short while shz took the bag to her lap and open:d it. Then she took outa
mirror, and a comb. She held the mirror in one hand and looking at the mirror combed
her flowing hair. Then she took out a bottle of Pond’s Vanishing Cream and applied a
thick mass of cream to her face. After a short while she rubbed the cream and applied
Pond’s powder to her face. She thought herself a Marilyn Monroe of the fair isle of
Lanka !

I was so horrified to see these horrible figures around me that I relaxed myself and
tried to close my eyes. As my mind wandered far and wide, caricatures of the fashion-
able youth, the fairy queen, the pseudo politician and the local “Mudalaly” appeared to me
in a pageant. The bus give mz a sickzning jolt. [ woke up to find that I had reached
my destination.

D.. R. P. GUNATILAKA;
S, 8. C: Aris.

The Light of Our Homes

Of my juniors the elder is a boy named -Gurunath and the younger is a girl named
Ambika. Gurunath is six years of age. Ambika is four years of age. Gurunath has an
argumentative nature. He will not accept any statement unless all his quesEions are
answered for him. When I'say anything to him it is rarely h2 listens to me. Very
often I have to listen to him. Sucha boy is Garunath. Ambika is a very patient child.
She will start crying for anything which affects her. In a nut shell she is just like a
mimosa.

The other day I returned home from my school. As soon I reached the gate

Gurunath an1 Ambika came running towards me. Having touched me they stood grin-
ning at each other. It did not take much time for me to realize that they had previously

decided that the one wh_o toucbed me first was said to be the winner. Before running that
race they had been playing with mud. When the race was over a layer of the mud re-

mained on my trousers. I was troubled in mind and raised my hands threateningly.
Ambika put her hands over her eyes and wailed saying, ‘ He...ee...ée asked me to run
the race.” But before the girl had finished her complaint the boy had run away.

I bad asked the boy to water daily a rose cutting we had planted. I thought that
he did it daily. But Ambika came and said, “Chinnannah! I saw Gurunath removing the
rose cutting and then replanting, it.” I called him and asked him why he did like that.
He said, “ Chinnannah! You are ignorant of striking roots. I asked mother how inany
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hould be watered till it struck roots: So
the roots had come. * [.am

»  He said all these ina

days [ had to water the rose. She said that 1t s
I removed the stick from the soil and tried to find out whether

doing this everyday. Up to date the roots bave pot Come.‘ e s
minute. Then I explained to him that if he did like that the rose woulc . 2

. » 1kh 53 - “ Ghe was other-
said, “ Then why should mother tell me:like that ? Ambika interrupted, She w
wise busy.” ‘

Then I sat on a chair and  bégan .to read. After sometime they came and sat

beside me. 1 asked the Loy to find out the time from mother. He came back and
said “ The time is five o’ clock " I got up to go away. Ambika got hold of L bands
ahd said ““ What is the time Chinnannah 27 1 tfied to go away as if the question was too

simple for me to answer. But she would not leave mée till T answered her question. 1 t.ried
t6 define time. I could not. She shouted Oh'! Chinnannah is unable to define time.
Shall I Chinnannah ?” I agreed. Shé said atonce, * Time is five o clock.” Gurunath
interrupted, * You fool! Why than do pzople say time is four o clock. Shall 1 define
time?” As soon as he said “fool” she began to moan. I comforted her. Then he

defined *“ time . ¢ rPime is what the clock shows us.”

I was doing some work in the garden. Both of them came running towards me.
Ambika was crying, “Iyo...0o...0 Iyo...00...0” I asked her what had happened. She
did not answer me but cried. I asked the boy. He began to say, “While I was play-
ROE v " she interupted and said, “No! No! He beat me with a thick long stick...Iyo...
Iyo” Among many gasps she said these. He shouted, “Lie! Lie! She beat me with
the crowbar” I observed that his statement was a lie because Ambika could not lift the
heavy crowbar. I gave him a knock and sent, them away. After some time I found
them both having a hearty laught over a joke. - ' ko1

I went to study. As soon as I opened the book both of them came and saf beside
me. - He pinched my nose saying, “ Chinnannah has a good nose.” She pinched one
of my ears saying, °‘Chinnannah has a good ew”.1 gave them each a ligtht
knock. They began to cry at the top of their voices. . I ordered them to keep quiet
They raised their voices. The more I tried to calm them the louder became their cries.‘
I‘nspite of them I kept quiet. I began to turn the pages. Suddenly Gurunath asked me.
“Who is this man?” pointing a picture on one of the péges. ‘Arr‘.)bikz'tk replied, ‘It is
father’_’. " He exclaimed, “Father! Fathér doesn’t have a nose like that. It uh | Ils
it not Cinnannah?” I said that it was uncle, to satisfy him. I e di e ek
question. “Why did you say that itis uncle?” What could. I m‘_n‘: o i PUt i
would know an answer to satisfy a child’s doubt. Sc'> I thought th: e S Only Chilldrenr

t that it might be difficult

for me to satisfy him. Ambika said, ‘It i
51k e d , .1t is ancle b c A ' 13
Satialed : ecause it is not father” Gurunath was

At nights T used to teach them the names of the stats

with many branches in the courtyard. There stood a margosa tree

I would tell then

¢ : ¢ na d

like this. “That star between those two branches is (‘al?;);:jttt};i sItDarls and na’}n: them
ole star. e one

above that b is Siri
ranch is Sirius and o on. One night we went to ishbo el
a neighbour’s house.
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There were many boys of my juniors’ age. I boasted to the neighbours about the boy’s
knowledge in astronomy. = They wanted to verify it. I called Gurunath and asked him
to show them the Pole star. He shouted, “What Chinnannahl!...... the margosa tree to
show you the star.” We all had a hearty laugh.

In the midst of the laughter, I heard the sad voice of my childless aunt. She was
telling her sister over-blessed with children—there were three fourths of a dozen of them—
“Yes, Kannu children are verily the light of our homes. See I have everything but
children; and what a gloom there would have been, if your kids had not been here today.”

K. SUNTHARALINGAM
H. S. C. (Junior.)

My Goal in Life

All enterprising youths should hitch their wagons to a star. My goal in life is that
I should be a prosperous business man. 1 like business in textiles very much. I am also
very anxious to do business, because my father will give me a share of his business. But
the people of Jaffna mostly do not like to take to business, because they do not know the

art of business and because they do not have the necessary capital They mostly like
government jobs.

Now I offer Book-keeping, Commerce and Type-writing for the S. S. C, examination.
At the end of this year I will pass the S.S.C. examination. Then I will stay in my
father’s shop and will learn the art of business. As I am already an apprentice I will go
with my father to Colombo as well as to India in order to learn the art of business well.
I will make friends with the manufacturers of cloth in order to buy cloth at cheap rates
from them. Then I will go to Bangalore, Salem and Bombay to buy sarees as well
as vestys and shawls. Thus I will fare in my father’s shop.

When I "am grown up, my father will give me a share of his business. Then I will
establish another shop named “ Tarachand silk Palace ”. In this shop I will be the sole
proprietor. Then I will go to Colombo and will buy fancy clothes of different kinds from
manufacturers with whom I will make friends. Then I will bring them to Jaffna and
will sell them at cheap rates through advertisments. Then I will go to Bangalore to buy
sarees with fancy-borders and choli pieces. From there I will go to Salem in order
to buy vestys and shawls in the latest fashion. Then I will go to Bombay to my own
native place to buy Bombay sarees and to meet my friends and relations. I will dispiay
the goods in my shop and sell them at cheap rates through advertisements.
Then my shop’s name will be established and every one will come to buy clothes for
vast sums of money. Then I will have more capital and will become a wholesale
dealer. Then I will establish shops in various parts of Ceylon. I will also buy vans in



I will tell the manufacturer W
11 help the manufacturer to

elp the manufacturer but
f the money 11 charity

hat I want
order to send things to remote villages for salei{ o i
and will also tell him the needs of the+mar et.

i ;will ITh
manufacture better stuffs in the latest fashion. N(I)t }O]Z}i S
also I will help the poor. When I amass wealth, 1 shé

to the poor. | |
esperate plight, over the language 1s.sue. There 1.seonIyf
d that is every Tamil can earn his livelihood by private enterprise.

the Tamils need have no fear of starvatior‘l or unem-
1d go across the high seas to

Today the Tamils are in & d
one salvation an
they take to trade and business, ;
ployment. As in the days of old the Tamil traders shou
amass wealth for “Tamil Nadu”!

R. TARACHAND,
S.5.6.

A Boating-Expedition in the Moon-Light

When I was in Trichi with my sister and my father, we visited many places of
interest. On one evening my father said to me that he planned to go on a boating-ex
pedition on the river Cauvery. That night was a full moon night; we were delighted
to be there at that moment. A bevy of girls joined us sharp at 8 o'clock when we went
to the river bank.

There the boatman was waiting for us. I saw three rowers in the boat. We got into
that and the rowers began to row. It was a new boat and it was painted in various
colours. The Cauvery river and its surroundings have been from time immemorial
sung in Tamil poetry. We saw the beautiful gifts that were showered by nature. The
boat ploughed its way through the cold waters. The cold winds exhilarated us and
delighted our hearts. The reflection of the trees were seen in the water. The river

water seemed as milk because of the full moon. The moon also seemed to be travell-
ing with us.

.I looked up at the sky, which was then clear. The white waves were beating and
rgshmg against the small rocks. When the water rose up we seemed to go higher and
higher and then came down to the usual level of the water. The beautiful white waves
urged us to go further as we rushed on and on. The rowers were singing songs that
were composed in olden days by boatmen. By singing songs they forget the gh dgh' f
rowing. The people in the boat were shouting in high pitched v.oices Th l?r : zip !
and splashed the river water on all sides. Sprays of water fell in the b,oat a(lesz’o tE;‘lltle ocslver;

people were used to water-sport. So the u NV k d y
\ . y played gayfully. V i
the beauty of the picturssque landscape and bathed in the beautyy of t;e dmrz(l)n 1¥nht ek
on-light.



My father was very happy and he himself rowed with the rowers. The boat was
swinging to and fro and I was thoroughly frightened. My heart beat fast and I clutched
my sister. Now the rowers said that the Cauverybridge’ was nigh. I saw that bridge at
a distance. In the splendour of the moon-light the bridge seemed asa black object the
net work of the bridge was reflected in the river. I wanted to go forward to that
spot. The rowers rowed fast. The moon was calmly adorning the sky. It seemed like
a golden coin. All things were glittering like silver. Now we were beside the bridge.
Beneath the bridge the gurgling waters rushed on. Then we saw the train running at a
distance. I looked at the train and its wheels were rolling swiftly over the rail to cross
the bridge.

Within a short time, we passed that place. Oh! how dark that place was!
when we passed that place a hissing sound was heard. Having crossed that dark place,
we saw the train passing over the bridge- The rumbling sound mingled with the blowing
winds floated far and wide. The people from the train peeped through the windows
and saw the river. They might have looked at us I suppose! The bright moon could not
dispel the darkness under the bridge. Darkness lay there for ever.

Then we came to the bank joyfully. Thus terminated our happy and joyful boating-

expedition. It was indeed an unforgettable experience in my life.

HASEENA MOHIDEEN,
S.8IC.

A tete- A tete On Physics in Everyday Life

Miss Physicist: Hallo! Why didn’t you turn up for games yesterday ?

Miss Ignoramus: Oh! I made a small mistake. I puta glass into another.  Thus
they were stuck together. I tried to puil out the inner glass. Both glasses were
broken. 'When father scolded me I cried bitterly.

Miss Physicist: Do you study Physics ?
Miss Ignoramus: No. I am in the Arts-section.

Miss Physicist: Therein lies your folly. If you know Physics you would have poured
cold water in the inner glass and placed the outer glass in warm water. When the
inner glass contracts and the outer glass expands, you can take out the inner glass
very easily.

Miss Ignoramus: Oh! if we are clever we can do that. There is no need to study
Physics.

Miss Physicist: How can you know the fact that glass expands when heated and con-
tracts when cooled ?



as in the school of experience by the method

Miss Ignoramus: We can gather these ide

of trial-and-error.
You might gather a few stray

Miss Physicist: You cannot claim to know everything. .
f the drying of a wet piece of

facts. For example can you solve the mystery ©O
cloth in the sun?
Miss Ignoramus: It gets dried by the heat of the sun.

If the temperature is high or if

Miss. Physicist: No, the water in the cloth evaporates.
ou find the volume of

there is a blowing of air, it dries quickly. By the way can ¥
a shapless stone ?

Miss Ignoramus: Don’t talk through your hat! It has no length, breadth and height.

How can we find out its volume?

‘Miss Physicist: Using the principle of displacement you drop -the shapeless stone in
water and the water displaced will be equal to the volume of the substance. Do
you know how a steam-engine, a thermos-flask, a thermometer and a camera work?

Miss Ignoramus: I plead ignorance.

Miss Physicist: If you study Physics you can know how these work. Can you tell me
this? Why do ripe fruits fall to the earth ?

Miss Ignoramus: Surely when the ripe fruits are realeased they must fall down!

Miss Physicist: Don’t you know that the earth has a force of attraction. How is it
that you can walk on earth? There is friction between your legs and the earth
All things have friction between them and the earth.

Miss Ignoramus: 1 shall be thankful if you will sum up the uses of the study of
Physics.

Miss Physicist: 1f we study Physics we can know the mysteries of heat, light d
sour}d. We can learn about electricity and magnetism.. Great physici’stsg—P'Em
Curie and Madame Curie (1903) Prof. C. V. Raman (1930) and Albert Ei —
(1921)—have won the Nobel Prize for Physics. & armt

oy If}'\;‘;}mmus: I thank you for unravelling to me some of the mysteries of Physi
] ; sics.
at have you to say of the destructive weapons used for the annihilatiz)'n of

mankind ? Even the mastermind Einstei i
<instein him ;
ol il sl self feared mass-destruction by the

Miss Physicist: It is not i e
iss Physicist: 1t is not in the power of physicists to ban the use of these
se weapons..

The seeds of peace and harm
ony must be sown i i :
that there can be lasting peace in the world 10 a0 ok X500 T

Miss Ignoramus: Cheerio!

Miss Physicist: Cheerio!

N. THANALAKSHUMY,
Prep. 8. 8. C.
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A Memorable Journey

A first journey can be made only once. Its thrill cannot be recaptured again,
When I was nine years old I had my first opportunity of going to Colombo. The
night before the journey I did not sleep. I rolled on the bed. I seemed to hearing con-
stantly the roaring and shrieking of the trains. At dawn the cocks crew and the crows
cawed, the birds sang sweet songs. It was a strangely sweet morning. I got up from
the bed and finished my morning ablutions. After I had my breakfast, I dressed myself
in new clothes. My father got them for me for the big city I was going to. I was ready
for the journey. I was asking my father every minute when we would start.

I was brought up by my father in a remote village. This was my first journey by
train. When I went to the station I saw a man in black clothes. He appeared very
important. I thought that he was the station master. But soon afterwards I saw the
same person carrying the bags of the passengers. Then I came to know that he was a
porter. My father got two tickets. I saw many people running here and there to get
tickets.

My father showed the tickets to the ticket examiner. He took away bits of our
tickets with a punch. Then we went into the station and sat on a seat. I was a little
nervous. When any important looking person came, I jumped up and offered my seat. My
father did not seem to care for anyone. He sat so cooly. I saw a goods train which
was fairly long. When I saw that I was surprised at its size. It appeared longer than
any I had seen before. At about 12 o’clock I heard a bell at the station. A crier shouted
“Train is coming”. I was longing to see the train. The passengers were ready to
get into the train. My father gave me a bag and asked me to stand by his side. The
train reached the station quickly, but I did not know where I was standing. When
the train came fast, I felt that the platform also was also moving. Afraid of that
motion I clung to my father. As soon as the train reached the station some passen-
gers got down from it some others got into it. All the passengers somehow seemed
to have a feeling of importance.

The guard whistled and the train departed. In the train I sat beside my father.
I saw the signal. The red light and the green light on the signal were to me like
a new sun and new moon because when the wooden arm  fell down suddenly, it was
as if a great king had thrown down his staff as a signal and started a shrieking
tournament of trains. Each one the officers, the porter, the signal man, the guard,
the engine driver, the station master, and the booking clerk appeared more important
than the other.

I looked round the second class compartment. It appeared lavishly.furnished.
In our compartment I was the only little boy and all were talking with me very kindly.
‘Some of them gave me sweets and fruits. I was happy in the train. I noticed one

thing, that was when the people got into the train they became friends within a
short time.

6



. So my father showed the

d closed the door. The knob of the door was turned.
n the knob. turned but not the bolt. 1 found I
I worked at the Knob again. - It was a good
and T got out into the free air.

In the train I wanted to go to the water closet.

closet. 1 entered the room an
But when I wanted to get out agai
could not get out. 1 began to perspire. ’
fifteen minutes. At last the bolt turned

“At about 9 o'clock the ticket examiner came to our compartment
the tickets of the passengers. He came to me and asked my ticket. . I stared help-
I was mistaken for a ticketless traveller. Somebody pointed at my father and
ket examiner also followed me and my father showed

and examined

lessly.
I went up to him. But the tic

him the tickets.
When the train was passing every station 1 was able to see the beautiful scenery

of early morning—the green paved grass lands; fAower gardens, paddy fields; rivers and
government colonisation settlements. In the train. we had a. sumptious meal. and

warm .drinks. s y SIOHS .
‘At about 5 o'clock we reached the - Fort Station.” -We' were given a -warm
welcome by our relations. ] TR . - : 3o IR0 ;
T. MARKANDOO; -
Prep. S. S. C.

A Day Out

! The idea of spending a day out crept into the minds of some of the‘ more enthusi-
astic students of my Hostel. A picnic was duly arranged and one sunny day in Jun
all of us set out under the care of our Hostel Warden. y

l gatzshzfnzc’?gglgﬁzdgss enwhzesnaevi bri at:oss w}tl.c; slang funny songs till we arrived at
' 5 y beautiful cree
gzi:;s. inTgi}; t\(:rresre gdzed very beautiful to see. In the v?rires;zl:;m:):;rf 2‘::;:5)121}?:1;2(1
i Mgt seer.l b :1 i:irneallc;h the glgantlc trees were beautiful lotus ponds and thi
et R rtl)g he lotus of perhaps they were admiring their own reflectio
b y by the monks at their canteen and we finally left the pl ih
e place with

The next place visited i
was Keerimalai. W
tank and some pi ; e refreshed ourselv a3
i etplcked shells and coral stones on the seashore W‘ Erihpa e
actory at Kankesanturai. The weather was unb'earabT thi;, proceeded to
e. e had to look

at the huge chimne ing i
. y soaring in the sky. :
e PRGN 2 (e ﬂavouf Soon after we enjoyed our lunch on plantain

We then hurried on to the aer
gracefully. It ali odrome at Palaly.
o B r;:ii:g ?lltni 3Zlen came gliding along thz rur;r ::vaplani s e
Without further delay we got ul)ltp in the air again and quickl yci' Sonme g S
Everyone though tired was h 0 our car and reached the f ol isapoered. opt OLENE
1 was happy and satisfied having spent chilar gates ol ous Hoghts
' ay out so joyfully.

S. PUVENDRAN,
Prep. S. S. C.




Autobiography of -an Umbrella

I am an old umbrella lying in a corner of a room.on a broken chair.” I am helpless
now. Three of my ribs are broken and my black cloth is in rags. But I was young and
handsome only a few years ago. I want to tell you my sad story. I was produced in
England. My ribs were white and bright and 1 was progd of my appearance. I was in

-the company of many like me. We were all young, bright and beautiful. The people
there gave us a new coat of black paint. They put me and all :my friends in a box. We
were then carried over the seas to this Island. :

When our box was opened, I saw strange people staring at me. A man with a long
beard took us all out. Some days later, another man fixed me on'a long smooth stick
which was bent at one end. I was very happy when I was covered with dark, soft cloth.

“This was the proudest day in my life. - Then we were all placed in a big room. All
those who saw me admired me. Some of them went round me, touched me and took me
in their hands but the man in the shop refused to sell me.

One day he changed his mind and gave me to a young girl. She carried me away
from the shop and showed me to all her friends with great pride. Her brother took me
now and then to his school. On a rainy day his class-mate took me to his house. The boy
ran very fast slipped and fell with me on the road. Three of my ribs were broken and
my new silk dress was spoiled. The boy took me home and threw me ina corner.
I have been lying here from that day. Rats and insects are eating me but I am helpless.

S. NADESAN,
Std. 8.

Our College Sports Meet

Our College Sports meet was held on the 22 nd of July, 1956 in our College grounds.
There was a large crowd present to witness the Sports Meet. The spectators included a
number of distinguished old boys of our College. Six sheds were put up on the grounds
and tastefully decorated. Four of them represented the four houses namely, Vipulananda,
Vivekananda, Nagamuthu and Sharvananda respectively.

The Sports Meet began at 3. 30 p. m. The patron of the meet was Mr. S. U. Soma-
segaram, Education Officer, Jaffna. The finals of some events were worked off that day
in a very thrilling manner and the crowd kept on cheering from beginning to end. The
fast Cycle race and the Temple ladies’ race were the most interesting events. The meet
came to a close at 6. p. m. Vivekananda House became the Champions in the meet. Then
the distribution of cups and certificates took place. Mrs. Somasegaram gave away the
prizes. The distribution of prizes being over, our Principal and Mr. S. U. Somasegaram
spoke. In the course of his speech the Patron praised the College for the splendid pro-
gress it had made during the past ten years in every branch and that Vaidyeshwara
should be proud of its achievements. The proceedings came to an end by 6.30 p. m.

A. ANANDACUMARASWAMY,
Std. 8,
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If I were a teacher........

O I love to be a tea.cher because I can be

When I grow up, I shall be a teacher. et Tays o i e

in school throughout my life. How joyful is life in school.
company of children. : . :
' When: I become a teacher, I shall spend a great part of my time \Z{)t:u:h;:*;)li;it;..
With great joy I will take their daily lessons. I will teach the@lfO:gSh e
of the sun, the moon, the stars, the lakes and flowers. [ wi deaC
their elders. I will teach them good habits, good conduct, and good s 55
I Qill aiways be kind and gentle to children, but I shall help them by giving
good advice. ‘ : ,
Teaching is the best type of work for .women.
teacher when I grow up! :

peech.

Oh! how I love to be a

S. SIVAGUNADEVI,
Std. 7

My Sea Voyage

My father died when I was nine years old. Our family had to come to Ceylon.
Our relations arranged the tickets for our voyage. We set sail for Ceylon from Malaya
in the ship S. S. Corfu.

We were happy when we reached the harbour. We got into our room. I went to
the bed which was near the window. Others took their places as they wished.

The ship began to move with a loud roar. The crew of the ship spoke about the
ways of safety when the ‘ship is in danger. I could not sleep on the first night. So I
slowly walked out of the room and roamed about the ship.

- First I went into the hall where tables were arranged in order. There were cups
and plates on them. I thought that it must be the dining hall. So I began to walk on
and on seeing all the interesting places in the ship. Later I returned to my room and
slept.

Next morning when I had finished my break-fast,
other places in the ship. s :
diving in the water.

I left my room and visited the
I saw some men swimming in the swimming pool and others

The captain of the ship announced over the radio that at the close of the next day
we woulfi be near the island of Ceylon. I went to bed with great joy that we would
be reaching Ceylon early in the morning. I woke up and opened the window

I saw sea birds flying and singing in the sky. In the afternoon the ship was near the
‘Colombo ha.rbour. The ship was too big that it could not go into the harbour. It
stopped outside the harbour. We saw steam bo '

ats coming to : . s
one of the boats and reached the harbour., 8 towards the ship. We hired

In the harbour o X
| i e met at
reached home safely. 1 shail never forget this sea voyage of mine our relations and

S. LOGANAYAGEE,
Std, 7.
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How I learnt to Swim

My brother Kumaru is a clever swimmer, but I didn't know swimming. I
was afraid to get into the water. One Saturday morning my brother and I went to
Keerimalai for a bath. I saw many boys swimming in the tank. My brother jumped
into the water and began to swim with the other boys. I-stayed on the bank and
bathed with the help of a bucket. I bathed quickly and watched the others in the water.

One day he told me, “Brother, don’t be afraid of the water”. I told}him, “When
I try to swim I go down to the bottom of the pool.” “You are not really sinking”, he said,
“but you are only balancing.”

The next day we both went to the tank. I didn’t bathe. But Kumaru swam
with many other boys. I was looking at them. Then my brother’s friend Rajah came
behind me and pushed me into the water. My brother came swimming very fast
to save me. When he came near me he saw that help wasn’t needed for I was trying
to swim. From that day I began to learn swimming. Now I can swim without fear.

K. BALASINGAM,
Std. 7

My Mother

My mother is a kind woman. She likes me best of all her children. I also like
her very much. She gives me nice food to eat. She gives me beautiful clothes to put
on. Every day she gives me money to buy what I want. I always obey her. I never
do anything which she does not like. She likes me because I take part in-the meetings
and get many prizes. I am a playful girl. If I don’t study, she scolds me. When I
go from school she gives me a cup of coffee and bread. I pray to God every day that

she should live long.
M. AHEEMATHA,
Std. 6

The Story of a Bicycle ’

At first I was under the earth. Some people dug me out, and gave me the name}iron-
They cleaned me and sent me to a workshop. There they made me into a bicycle. I
was made in England. They called me “Raleigh”. They sent my friends and me to
Ceylon in a ship. I was in their company for two months. I was very proud of mysglf.
A rich man bought me. He had a motor car toco. He gave me to his servant. The
servant rode on me for many years. Afterwards the rich man sold me to a shopkeeper.
Now the shopkeeper hires me to others. He gets money when others ride on me. I am
very busy now and I don’t stay in the shop for many hours. I go from place to place
and many people ride on me every day.

N. MUTHURANY
Std. 6
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R K Mk Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya

Old Students’ Association i
: {on: his year on Monday,
The Old Students’ Day celebrations were }}ild‘:aslss}; o0 A

the 23 rd July, after a lapse of two years.
enable the old students coming from outsta
College Inter-House Athletic meet which was

tions to participate in the
conducted the previous

day. There wasa Cricket match in the morning between t?enoolceldbot})rs
and the present boys in our College grounc-ls.and that was’ oh W] }E
the Old Students’ Lunch. Covers were laid for 125 and at the close O
the lunch, the President, Mr. S. Ambikaipakan, Senator S. R. Kapaga-
nayagam and Mr. K. Sathasivam spoke. The Secretary proposed a vote
of thanks.

At the annual general meeting held in the afternoon, it was resolved

“to take steps to form a Colombo Branch of the 0. S. A. which will be
vested with appropriate powers to function as an independent body for
the furtherance of the objects for which the parent body was formed and

complement to it . : :
Mr. S. Sheik Thamby gave an interesting talk recalling his past
memories of his student days at the Vidyalaya decades ago.

Then the following were elected office-bearers.
President: The Principal (ex officio)

Mr. K. A. Kanagasabai
Vice-Presidents:
Mr. K. Sathasivam

Secretary: Mr. W. S. Senthilnathan
Treasurer: Mr. V. Vytilingam

The Commaittee:

1. Mr. C. Vyramuthu 11. Mr. S. Sheik Thamby
2. Mr. T. Seenivasagam 12. Mr. N. N. Idaikkadar
3. Mr. S. Canthapillai 13. Mr. M. S. M. Shaul Hameed
4, Mr. S. Balasubramania Iyer 14. Mr. M. A. Cader .
(55. ﬁr. 5 goll))ala ; 15. Mr. K. Retnavelupillai
. Mr. V. Subramaniam 16. Mr. M. Vivekanandan
7. Mr. A. Chinniah 17. Mrs. P. Jayaseelan
8. Mr. T. N. Ragunathan 18. Mrs, V. Ariarat
9. Mr. V. Kanthappa Chettiyar  19. Mrs. K, ] o
10. Mr. M. Balasingam 20. e

Miss M. Vet
Auditor: Mr. S. Rajadurai ethanayagam

At the end the Principal entertained the members el
ea.



OLD STUDENTS’ LUNCH

PRINCIPAL SPEAKING AT THE LUNCH

LUNCH IN PROGRESS



H. S. C. UNION DEBATE

MESSRS. A. VAITHILINGAM AND C. VANNIASINGAM PARTICIPATED

H; 8, ¢

UNION  COMMITTEE
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PRINCIPAL'S NOTES

An important event connected with the religious life of the
college took place in January this year. The image of Nataraja
which was made under the supervision of Kalaipulavar K. Navarat-
nam was installed in our shrine. We begin the day with a pooja
to Lord Nataraja when the staff and students assemble for worship.
This act of co-operate worship has helped to keep before us constantly
the aim of Learning—the worship of the LLord. Has not Thiruvalluvar
said, ‘“What availeth all learning if we do not worship at the feet
of the Lord who is the embodiment of Pure knowledge.”

The even tenure of our life was disturbed  by" the -passing of
the Sinhala Only Bill. The schools were vitally concerned with the
safeguarding of the language rights of the Tamils and ‘they acted
promptly and with unanimity. The Northern Province Principals’
Association took up this matter and after conferring with the leaders
of the Tamil community decided to give up the teaching of Sinhalese
as it considered the Act a denial of the Fundamental Rights of
the Tamils and a gross betrayal of the promises made by the Sinhalese
leaders at the time of the introduction of the Soulbury Constitution,

It is good for the members of the majority community to realise
that the Tamils have as much rights to this land as they. The Tamils
have been living here from the dawn of history and they have contributed
to the material and cultural development of this country. The late
Jamented leader, D. S. Senanyake, realised this when, appealing to
the Tamils to accept the White Paper on constitutional reforms, he
said, “For centuries the Sinhalese and Tamils have lived together
in peace and amity. We have bzen governed by their kings and
they by ours........ Shall the most ancient of our civilisation sink to
the level of dull and dreary negation? We all know and appreciate
their special qualities. They are essential to the welfare of this
Island, and I ask them to come over and help us.”

It is heartening to see that the better elements among the
Sinhalese community are beginning to realise the harm done to national
unity by the Sinhala Only Act. It is hoped that their numbers will
grow and the Sinhala Only Act will ere long be either withdrawn
or suitably amended. Till such time it is the duty of the Tamils
to keep the Resistance Movement alive and strong.
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The Sinhala Qnly Act has opened the eyes orfeazl;’l;ﬁzllsthéo
the dangers ahead of them. They-have begunft(t)heir chief .a\?enue};
cannot depend on government service as one © tate to foster their
of employment and that they cannot depend on 1..he sta % 9iSPreRtu
culture. Various steps are being taken PY public Spflrlhe tcel
community to chalk out new paths. It is the duty o t_ osehcc')nngc.e
with the schools to study the various schemes and give their advice

and co-operation.

The Tamil University movement is one of the results of the
Sinhala Only Act. This movement has attragted some of' the best
hrains of the community and is gaining considerable support among
the Tamils. Racial prejudices have entered even the Sacreq halls_of.
Learning and the Tamils have begun to realise that the Tamil genius
cannot develop to its full stature in this vitiated atmosphere. It is
time that the Sinhalese leaders took note of this. If at least at the
University stage young men and women of the various communities
cannot live and work together, then the days of national disruption
are not far off.

It is our duty to sound a note of warning to the leaders of
the Tamil University movement. They should see that their activities
do not prejudice the claims of the Tamils to the National University at
Peradeniya, which was established as a result of the agitaticn in which
Tamil leaders like Arunachalam, Ananda Cumaraswamy and Ramana-
than played a prominent part. Let it also be made clear to those
in power that the Tamils will not be satisfied with a second rate

University, a University in name but without the necessary buildings,
equipment and facilities.

Another prcblem that is facing the educated youth of the
country, especially the Tamil youth, is the question of employment.
Laige numbers are being turned out of the Schools and the Universities
of Ceylon and India annually, but they are not able to get suitable
jobs as their training most of them have had, has no felationship

to the needs of. the country. It is high time that steps were taken
to relate education to the needs of the country.

In the academic s

phere we had a successful vear. .
t‘_he December and July ul year.. Both at

Examinations, our S. S. C. candidates did
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very well. A.t the July Examination we got near, cent percent result.
All the candidates except one got through and even the one got a

re-referred. 'We hope to produce similar results at the H.S. C. at
no distant date. ;g

There have been a few changes on the staff during the course
of the year. Mr. U. K. Kumaran, B. Sc., about whom I made a
reference last year left us in January and his place was taken by
Mr. P. M. Thomas, B. Sc. Miss T. Kandiah joined us in January as
Home Science teacher. Mr. R. O. Ganeshanathan, B. Sc., had to
leave us in February as he got a post in the Income Tax Department
as an Assistant Assessor, and his place was taken by Mr. K. Ramanathan,
B. Sc. (Ceylon), Diploma in Education. Mr. C. M. A. Jeffrie, English
Trained First Class, left us during the second term to take up the
principals’s post at Zahira College, Puttalam, and his place was taken
by Mr. S. P. Balasubramaniam, B. A. (Hons.). Rev. U. Saddhananda
Thero resigned his post in August, and Mr. V. S. Nadarajah, Secondary
Trained, First class, was transferred from Hindu College, Trincomalee to
fill this vacancy. Vidwan A. Kanagasabai left us during the third term
to become the head of a newly established Ramakrishna Mission school,
Vavuniya and his place will be taken by Vidwan Pon. Muthukkumaran,
B. O. L. We are glad to note that the majority of those who have left us
have assumed greater responsibilities and we wish them all success in
their new spheres of activity. The young men who have filled the
vacancies possess high academic qualifications and we feel glad that we
have been able to secure their services. '

It is with deep sorrow that we record the untimely death of
Mr. V. Thillainadarajah, one of the ex-members of our staff and one
who was closely connected with the development of the Vidyalaya. We
extend our sympathy to the members of his family.

17
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Vivekananda House ’(YQHOW)

MraCs Chelliah
Senthilnathan

. Elanganayagam
. Ganesan -
Ramanathan
Ramakrishna
Gopalapillai
Kanagasabai

House Masters

”

pRLRITY

House Mistresées . Miss A. Ahilesar
' : G. Vallipuram ¥,

"

House Prefect + “Mas. K. Ranganathan“

Athletic Captain (boys): , V. Gopalakrishnan
(ghs TG (girls): Miss S. Santhanayage

Treasurer . Mas. S. Rajaratnam

We have great pleasure in submitting the report of our house for the year
1956. The period under review has been a very successful for us in the Annual Athletic
meet. After many years we had the good fortune to get the inter-house Championship.
Our success is due to the enthusiasm and the whole-hearted co-operation of the
members of our house.

We won not only the Inter-house challenge cup but also won other individual cupé
and the relay cup. We should congratulate Mas. S. Gunaratnam, Mas. S. Rajaratnam,
Mas. K. Ranganathan, Mas. S. Ratnam, Miss. S. Thangaratnam, Miss S. Rajeswary
and Miss. S. Gnanambikai for their splendid performances in the meet. Mas. S. Guna-
ratnam did his best to get the marathon cup. Miss. S. Thangaratnam secured the girls
Junior Championship. '

Most of the members of our house were successful at the J. S. C. and S. S. C.
Examinations. We congratulate them all on their well earned success.
We wish to express our sincere thanks to Messrs. C. M. A. Jiffree and Vidwan

A. Kanagasabai. We regret very much to sa |
- : y that we had to bid farewell to th
during the middle of the second term and the latter during the middle of the la:t ftct)al;r:ler

We are thankful to our house masters and mistresses for their untiring efforts to
make the house attain proficiency in athletics.

The girls’ Captain, Miss. S. Santhana
e g . 88w yage, has to be thank
co-operation in the activities of the house. R S

A hIn conclusion I wish to thank the house masters, house mistresses, office bearers
an .o.t‘er members of the house for their untiring services and co-opnration,' h i
activities of the house. 3 IR

K. RANGANATHAN,
House Prefect.
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Nagamuthu House (Blue).

House Masters i Mr S. Thuraisingham
“ % V.'Subramaniam
“» K. Sabanadesar
" S. Kajadurai
s S. Balasubramaniam
s S. Visuvanathan
~u» S. Kumarasooriyar

.5 E. R. Williams

House Mistresses ~ i+ Mrs. K. Arumugamthamby
Miss K. Sivaswamy Iyer
House Prefect ~: Mas. M. Y. Farook
Athletic Captain (i)oys)': . P. Cumaraswamy
. ,», (girls) : Miss G. Dharmambal
Treasurer : Mas. V. Sri Sakthivel

In presenttng the report of our house I should say that our activities this year
have been a satisfactory one. I wish to thank the House Masters and Mistresses for the
interest they took in the activities of the House.

Special mention should be made of N. Sritharan of our house for obtaining the
third place in Pole-Vault at the J. S. S. A. Inter-Collegiate athletic meet.

We whole heartedly welcome the new members -of the staff and students who
have been assigned to our house. We hope that they would be a tower of strength to us
in coming years. This time the high light of our annual sports meet was the state of
suspense in which the spectators were kept till the last item was worked off as to who
would become the champions. The close competition for the Challenge Cup was between
Vivekananda and us. Finally Vivekananda won the laurels. And we became the

tug-of-war champions.

We express our heart felt condolence on the death of our old house masters Mr. V.
Thillainadarajah who expired on May 30th of this year.

We felicitate Miss. K. Elayappah, one of our efficient and sincere House Mis-
tresses on getting married to Mr. K. Arumugamthamby.

We also congratulate the students of our house who have passed the S. S. C.
Examination and hope they will do well in their future careers.

Before I conclude my report I would urge on the members of our house to be
energetic and take greater interest both in studies and sports and make next year a
successful one.

M. Y. FAROOQ,
House Prefect,



. Sharvananda House (Orange)

. Mr, T. Seenivasagam

Lt Puthirasingam

,, -P. Gopala
.S, ‘Nadarajah
T. -C. Subramaniam
Y. ‘Yoganathan
A Saravanamuthu

Miss P. Sabaratnasinghe

Mrs. S. Pakiam
Miss T. Kandiah

House Masters

By
i1

House Mistresses

House Prefect & .
Athletic Captain (boys): Mas. K. Gopalakrishnan

2

” ¥ (girls): Miss A. Annaluxmy
Treasurer . Mas. S. Gangatharan

I consider it a great privilege to submit the report of my house for this year.
Though the period under review has not been a favourable one, we have maintained a
good standard in the field of sports.

In the Infer-Hbuse athletic meet special mention must be made of Mas.‘A.
Thangarajah who won the Junior Championship. Our House got the first place
for the best decorated shed. ' 256

‘We have fared not only well in games but also in scholastic and extra curricular
activities. Mas. S. Balasubramaniam passed the S. S. C. in the First division in Dec.
1955. We feel proud to mention that the first and the second prizes in the Oratorial
Contest conducted by the “Tamil Mantram” were won by Mas. K. Suntharalingam
and Mas. S. Pasupathippillai. Also the second prize of the N. P.T.A. Oratorieal
Contest was won by Mas. K. Jeganmogan. . : :

We welcome the new members Mr. T. Puthirasingam and Miss. T. Kandiah
who have rendered valuable services for the house within the short period of their

arrival. 'We are happy to record that the House Masters and Mistresses guided an
encourged us in the sports activities. ,

This year we had to bid farewell to Messers M. Paramanathan and U. K. Kuma-
ran. We wish them the best of luck in their new sphere of activity. In cor;clu'sion we
wish to thank the House Masters and members of the House for t};eir valuable servir;es
they have rendered. Though we failed to win the laurels, we played the game in a

§p1rit of tr‘ue sportsmanship, remembering the Olympic motto, *“ The greatest thing
in games is not to win but to take part ', ,

K. GOPALAKRISHNAN.,
House Prefect.



i e
Vipulananda House (Green)

House Masters = ¢ Mr. V. Vythilingam
» S. Param Thillairajah
»» S. Panneerchelvam
»»- T. Paransothy
. sy » C. Canthapillai
o Py M. Thomas
House Mistresses: v Mrs. P. Jeyaseelan

» V. Mathuralingam
" Miss A. Veeragathy

House Prefect : ,Mas. P. Jeganthan

Athletic Captain (boys) : Mas. S. Subramaniam
- ¥ (girls) : Miss N. Nesamany’

Treasurer : Mas. K. Ganesalingam

The year under review has not been very encouraging compared to our ‘achieve-
meuts in previous years. The Inter-House Athletic Meet found us in the lowest rung
of the ladder. But we were able to derive consolation from the proud fact that in
P. Jeganathan, S. Subramaniam and T. S. A. Aboobucker we had the Post Seniorr
Senior and Intermediate Champions respectively. Though we were placed last, 6‘-
athletes never failed to play the game and strove to the last. Our heartiest congra.
tulations to the champions. = Special mention must be made of our House Masters and
House Mistresses who as usual never failed to give us the encouragement and help in

different ways.

In the educational sphere many of our members have been successful in the
6. S.C. & N. P. T.A. examinations. The college cricket and football teams had a fair
springling of our members who never failed to do their best for the college. " Sri Viveka-
nanda’s contribution to the cricket eleven deserves special mention. '

In conclusion I would like to thank all the members of the House for the un-
stinted co-operation they gave me in carrying out my otherwise difficult task. Lastly I
would like to make a fervent appeal to the Physical Director to have more Inter-House
competitions in games alse which would go a great way to develop the students’
personality and character.

P. JEGANATHAN,
House Prefect
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Report of the Science Association

The inaugural meeting of the above association was held on 21. 2. 56. and the

follcwing office bearers were elected.

Mr. T. Seenivasagam
Mas. S. Thillaivanan
M. C. Saleem

Senior President:
Junior President :

Secretary : » ;
Asst. Secretary : Miss K. Nagarajeswary

Treasurer : Mas. S. Kankatharan

Members of executive Messrs T. Plaramsothy, R. Ganeshan, S. Panner-

selvam, T. Puthirasingam, P. M. Thomas,
& K. Ramanathan
Class Representatives: Sr. H. S. C, Mas. S. Sri Rajasingam
Jjr. H. S. C. Mas. S. Balasubramaniam
G. C. E. Mas. N. Kulasingam
Prep. G. C. E. ‘B’ Mas. S. Gunaratnam
Prep. G.C. E.‘E’ Mas. V. Ariyaratnam
Activities: Under the auspices of the above association many educational films were
shown. Some of them are:
(i) The microscope (ii) Destillation (iii) Red Spider
(iv) Ruhuna Park (v) How the motor car works. -

Commiitte

In connection with this we wish to express one sincere thanks to Mr. R. Ganeshan

who helped us in operating our projector at the film shows.

Very successful biologicial tours were organised by the association and their
success is mainly due to the two new biology teachers Mr. T. Puthirasingam and
Mr. S. Pannerselvam. Another important thing which needs mention is the contri-
bution wemadeto the Science Exhibition conducted by the N. P. S. T. A. in our college.
‘Our Physics and the Chemistry exhibits were highly commented by the N. P. S. Tl
organising committe. Our thanks to Mr. P. M. Thomas and Mr. K. Ramanathan. Our
Science Teachers and our students worked hard to make the exhibition a success.

Many meetings were conducted by the association and unlike other years the
students took greater interest in discussions and among the many the following need
mention.

Atoms—Mas. S. Sri Rajasingam

Planets round the earth—Mas. K. Sundaralingam
Atomic Warfare—Miss. T. Sarojini Devi

Flight to the moon—Mas. K. Sundaralingam
Space Satellites—Mas. K. Jeganmogan

Albert Einstein—Mas. S. Yogaratnam



JAFFNA SCIENCE TEACHERS®’ ASSOCIATION
) EXHIBITION

OUR PHYSICS SECTION

OUR BIOLOGY SECTION



OUR STUDENTS ' SINGING AT THE SARASWATHIE POOJA CELEBRATIONS,
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MAS. G. SANGARANARAYANAN

MISS R. SARASWATHIE

Winner of the All-Ceylon First Prize

Winner of the All-Ceyl d Pri
at the Vivekanznda Society Religious Exam.- " o Rt

st the Vivekaranda Society Religicus Exam.
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We are sorry to have lost the services of Mr. U. K. Kumaran who had worked
hard for the growth of the association.

We should particularly thank our Principal and the Senior President for the
-encouragement and support given in all our activities.

K. NAGARAJESWARY,
Assistant Secretary.

The Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya Teachers’ Guild

Office-bearers
President : Mr. A. Kanagasabai
Vice-president :  Miss P. Sabératnasinghe
Secretary : Mr. V. Kafthigesu
Treasurer : Mr. A. Saravanamuthu
Librarian : - Mr. C. Chelliah

Asst. Librarian: Mr. S. Canthapillai
Executive Committee Members: Mr. P. Elanganayagam, Mr. C, M. A.

Jeffree, Mr. S. Balasubramania Ayer, Mr. P. M.
Thomas, Mrs. P. Jeyaseelan

Membership: The membership of the guild is 47.

Meetings: There were 8 general meetings and 9 executive committee meetings
-during the year. At three of the meetings we accorded receptions to Mr. and Mrs.
‘T. Puthirasingham, Mr. and Mrs. C. Sivapiragasapillai and Mr. and Mrs. K. Aru-
mugathamby (Miss K. Elayappa) after their weddings. Our best wishes and blessings to
the married couples. :

We had to bid farewell to Messrs R. O. Ganeshanathan and C. M. A, Jeffree who
left us to better their prospects, the former accepting appointment as Asst. Income Tax
Assessor and the latter that of headmastership of Zahira College, Puttalam. We

wish them all success in their career.

Mr. A. Kanagasabai, who held the office of president of the guild, left us in
October, to take charge of a school in the making under the same mission. On
-account of his sudden departure we regret we could not accord him a farewell.
The guild donated a sum of rupees one hundred towards his school. May his
efforts be crowned with success. ~ During the interim period the vice-president
<arried out the duties of the president.

Mr. S. H. Perinpanayagam, principal of Kokuvil Hindu College and Srimath

Swami Varananda addressed us on ' The Language Issue in Ceylon” and '* Reli-
gious Instruction in Schools” respectively at two separate meetings of the guild.



* Qur thanks are due to them. We
Commiittee, provided the guild funds

s during each term.

The lectures were inspiring and instructive.
would very much like the new Executive
to organise at least two such meeting

Executive Committee Meetings: ‘There were nine during the year. My
thanks are due to the committee members for their attendance at ‘me‘etmgs and

their advice, in spite of the short notice for such meetings.

permit,

The Guild Library: The following dailies and the periodicals are subscribed
to by the Guild:-

The Ceylon Daily News The Science Digest

The Times of Ceylon _ The Modern Review

The Morning Times The Woman and Home

The Madras Hindu . The Jana

“afrCasd “ s&uwser

“,@@Tﬁﬂ’éf 2 i w@'ar[ﬂ ” : :
“sa@ " “ NG HT " : b
= 4‘_"”‘5#‘5&5'—6& y and the special Ponkal and Deepavali
“Qsgersard” editions of:

The Listener “sa@

The Geographic Magazine “ gar 5 gadsLar ' and

The Readers Digest  gouLnser

. It is jto be noted with satisfaction that the members 'are co-operating fully
with the librarian, in carrying out the working rules of the library and this has
made the Librarian’s duties light. e

: I take this opportunity to point out to the principal that with an increase
in the school staff every year, even the present staff room does not provide ade-
quate accommodation. I would on behalf of the guild appeal to him to provide
a more spacious room for the staff early.

V. KARTHIGESU,
Hony' Secretary.

The Report of the Scout Group 6 Jaffna 1956

Scouters :

M JE. R Williams : Group Scout Master
Mr. C. Sivapragasapillai 3 Rover Scout Leader
Mr. S. Rajadurai s Asst.
Mr. C. Chelliah : S [ <

: Scout M i
Mr. V. Karthigesu :  Asst. g

Mr. S. Senthilnathan
: : Scout Mast i
Mr. S. Balasubramaniya Iyer: Asst. vrar S

”» »
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Mrs. K. Arumugathamby : Lady' Cub Master
Mrs. P. Jeyaseelan i Nedt. 3, " " i
Mas. W. Sunthararajan ~ : Instructor

The Group consists of a Rover Crew, Senior and Junior Troops
and the Wolf Cup-Pack. : '

The Troop :

Troop Leader :  'W. Sundararajan

Patrol Leaders :  D. Vijayaratnam
T. Visuvanathan
K. Jeganmohan
K. Puvanendran

The Wolf Cup-Pack:

Senior Sixer : Cub K. Yogakumaran
,, V. Jamboonathan
o O Rajﬁtnam
,,  R. Cunanayagam

The annual census for the year ending Sept. 30th 1956 show an increase im
all the sections of the Group. While cubs who have reached their age limit for
the Pack join the troop, their places will be filled by the number of boys who
are in the waiting list. The selection will be made by January 1957. Three scouts.
from the Senior. Troop gained their Venturers Badge this year.

The group had the previlage of having a visit by a scouter from abroad (Mr.
Hale, Head Master of a Grammar School in England.) Mr. Hale was particulaly
interested in Cub work. And our Pack was one of the two packs he visited. Thirty

two cubs in neat uniform turned up to give a Grand Howl to welcome this dist-
inguished visitor. : if

In conclusion I must thank the Principal,v and all the group scouters for the
co-operation in making the activities of the group a success.

E. R. WILLIAMS,
Group Scout Master.

The Report of the Annual Inter—House
Athletic Meet 1956

It is with great pleasure that I submit the report for - this year. ‘The year under
review is really a memorable one, since our Inter-House athletic meet was’ held on 22nd
July 1956 in our newly acquired ground, situated just outside ithe nqrthern rampart of
the Jaffna Fort. The beautifully decorated sheds belonging to the different houses gave
a grand appedrance in the spacious ground. In addition to these sheds there were sheds
for the visitors and the officials.

19 .. ™ "
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The most attractive item was the Marathan race covering a distance of 7 miles

This created a great name to our school.” Thirty competitors

round the Jaffna town. :
Special mention should be

took part in the race and all of them completed the race.
made of A. S. Gunaratnam who completed the race in 35 minutes 40 seconds.

This year we had a novel item to suit the girls namely the Temple Ladies race.
This item drew the greatest applause from the spectators. It showed 'them how a lady

goes to the temple with all the requisites for Archchana.

There was a keen competition among the four houses till the last item was over.
Our students should be admired for their healthy spirit of rivalry which they showed
I must congratulate the Vivekananda House on winning the
Our thanks are due to Mr. S. U. Soma-
My thanks are also

throughout the meet.
.coveted championship cup for the year 1956.
segaram for kindly consenting to give away the prizes for the day.
due to the officials and judges who helped me in officiating the items.

My sincere thanks are due to the Principal for the timely advice and the whole
I shall be failing in my duty if I do not thank

hearted support he gave us in this sphere.
I also thank the other members

Mr. V. Karthigesu for the valuable help he rendered.
of the staff for the whole hearted co-operation given to me in this meet.

The results of the Annual Inter-House athletic meet:

House Colour
Nagamuttu N Blue
Sharvananda S Orange
Vipulananda Vip Green
Vivekananda Viv Yellow

Individual Champions

Boys: Post Senior Mas. P. Jeganathan Vip.
Senior » S. Subramaniam Vip.
Intermediate ,, A. S. Abubucker Vip.

. Junior » A. Thanga Rajah Shar.

Girls : Senior Miss R. Mathuranayaki Nag.
Junior .+ S. Thanga Ratnan Vive.

Inter House Relay Champion (Vivekananda House)

Tug-O-War - (Nagamuthu)

Points Scored by each House
Vivekananda — 146  Champions
Nagamuthu — 138
Sharvananda v 118%
Vipulananda — 90%

G, SIVAPIRAGASAPILLAIL
‘Phy. Director



QUR SPORTS MEET

A SECTION OF THE VISITORS

TEMPLE LADIES RACE

BALLOON RACE



VIVEKANANDA HOUSE — ATHLETIC CHAMPIONS, 1956.



e A
College Soccer and  Cricket

Soccer:

This year our First Eleven Soccer team belonged to group “C" in the Jaffna
Inter-Collegiate Soccer matches. Our record in Soccer is satisfactory. We hold the
record of playing the first Soccer match in the newly acquired - playground of the Jatfna
School Sports Association and winning the match by 6 goals to 1. We lost to the group
Champions by only 3 goals to 2. I have also to mention that this is the first year when a
majority of our team played with boots on. It would naturally take some time for the
players to feel at home in their boots. Our players continue to hold the esteem of the
local football fans.

In regard to the members of our Soccer team, M. S. Michaeldason and P. Cumara-
swamy are outstanding players. K. Gopalakrishnan and K. Ranganathan have a very
promising future in Soccer. May I also mention that M. S. Michaeldason has been
selected to represent the all Jaffna school team in the matches to be played with the
Colombo team, this being a rare honour both to the player and to the College considering
the fact that only a very few have been selected from the schools of the Jaffna Sports
Association.

Cricket:
We played a few friendly matches and fared creditably.

Our Soccer First Team

Vijayarajah (Goalkeeper)

. S. Michaeldason (Full)

. Y. Farouk (Full)
Cumaraswamy (Centre half)

. Jevarajah (Right half)

R. P. Gunathilleka (Left half)
. Jeganathan (Left extreme)

. M. Subbair (Left in)
Segarajasingham (Centre forward)
. Renganathan (Right in)

. Gopalakrishnan (Right extreme)

RROEmTOZ2TERY

Reserves
Subramaniam
. S. Gunaratnam
. Nadarajah

e 0

S. KARTHIGESU,
Prefect of Games.



- The Report of the H. S. C. Union 1956

Mr. P. Elanganayagam,

Patron

President Mas. K. Ganeshalingam
Vice-President . Miss T. Sarojinidevi
Secretary Mas. V. Sri Sakthivel

Assistant Secretary: Mas. K. Suntharalingam

Treasurer Mas. T. Visvakumar.

This year has been a period of great achievement for our Union. Hence in
submitting this report I feel happy to record. its great and steady progress, especially

under the able guidance of our patron.

We had both TAmil ad-well as English mesetings. We made use of the time available
in conducting programmes of varying interest. As our patron emphasized the cultivation of
originality and independance of thought on the part of our student members themselves
we did not invite a larger number of outside speakers. Still for all we had the opportu:
nity of listening to distingnished members from all walks of life. iaks

Our thanks are due to the following distinguished gentlemen for having given
valuable lectures on different subjects.

Mr. S. Kanagaretnam, B. A. (Lond.) of the Staff of Jaffna Hindu College on,
“Minority Safeguards in the present Constitution’. x :

Mr. M. Karthigesan, B.A.(Hons),Dip. in Ed.; M.M.C. on “The Suez Canal Crisis”.

M. S. Thanajeyarajasingam, B. A. (Hons) of the Ceylon University on “&p
QEBuGHD sEFEDA.’ : '

Mr. S. Balasubramanian, B. A. (Econ.) a member of our college staff on
“ Ceylon today” ;

We had a debate on “Whether a socialist government or a Federal government
could solve the problems of the national minorities in Ceylon” 1 should thank Mr
A. A. Vaidyalingam M. A. (Cantab.), B. Sc. (Lond.), and Mr. C. Vanniasingham, B. A.r
(Lond.) Advocate, M. P. and President of the all Ceylon Federal Party, for having

participated in the debate. Our thanks are also due to the following members of our
union who addressed the union. :

Mas. K. Suntharalingam —“Toussaint Louvecrture”’

» M. C. Saleem , — “The Futility of English in Ceylon”
» S. Sri Rajasingam —“The Language Problem”

,» E. Sockalingam —“Democracy”

,» S. Retnarajah —"“The Suez Canal Crisis”

Miss T. Sarojinidevi —“Man and Science”
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Mas. K. Ganeshalingam —“ &0 Quord
V. Sri Sakthivel —*“The Present Crisis”
S. Thilaivanan —"“The future of University Graduates "

»”

Besides these we had a debate in Tamil which was confined to ourselves on
‘g edowstre sl fPHursdQupGaer@ur Jdwg vorgeTrwrss Qup
Gaa@r@wr?”  The following members participated in it.

Proposition Opposition
Mas. K. Ganeshalingam Mas. E. Sockalingam
Miss . T. Sarojinidevi »« S. Sri Rajasingam

We entertained the members of the staff to tea at the end of the term. Our
progress was chiefly due to the earnest endeavours of a few members and we hope that
more members would in future take an active part and thereby train themselves to-
become able speakers. I thank the patron and the principal who have acted as our
guides in running this association successfully. I should also thank the girl mem-
bers who took a lively interest in the union. They have readily availed themselves.
of every opportunity to speak, and they have completely identified themselves with all
the activities of the union. I thank them for their loyal co-operation.

V. Sri. SAKTHIVEL
Hony. Secretary.
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Examination Results
S. S. C. Successes, 1956

Mohamadorasa (Dist. Arith.)

M.
K.
. Nagaratnam

. Parameswarathasan
. Ponniah

wwwgwawxﬁa<wwwwg>r>éz

.

= P
—_ =

RPN ARR RS

zwwumww

A. Sathakathulla (Dist. & Islam)
M. Sadakabdulla

N. Ramaswaroop (Dist. Arlth & Bookkeeping)

. Sabhanathasarma
. C. Saleem

. Sarasanandevel

. Suntharalingam

Thillainathan
Thillaivaham (Dist. Pure ‘Maths, & App. Maths)

. Umapathy
. Visvakumar

Visuvendran

. Nageswary (Dist. Hinduism)
. Perinpavally (Dist. Tamil Literature) -
. Sarojinidevi

Sivagamy

. Appasamy Sarma

Arumuganainar
Balasubramaniam (Dist. Pure Maths & Phy51cs)

. Kumarasamy
. Mathavan
. Nagarajeswary (Dist. Tamil Literature)

Y. Abdul Muthu. Allim
Amarasingam

. ¥.:Farook

Kaneshalingam

. Jeganathan

Kankatharan

oo By T Mohamed ﬁ\.bdul Raheem
. Munsoor

Retnarajah
Satgurunathapillai
Sockalingam

. Vijayaratnam
. Visuvaratnam

M. Hakeema
Thanapoopathy
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Results, 1956.

M. Ahamed Basheer 39. N. Marugooba
. Arasaratnam 40. 'N. Pathmasany
. H. Ameen (Dist. Arith.) 41. A. Rifka (Dist.'Arith.)
. S. Aiyoob 42. S. M. Shaheetha
. Alagaratnam 43. M. Thaiyalnayakai
. Balasubramaniam* 44, S. Thangaratnam
. Balasubramaniam® 45. N. Thanalakshimi¥*
Gunaratnam

M.

2P <ZHREPRARPRERVZHZZp T

M. Hamthoon
. S. Jamaldeen® (Dist. English, Arith., History)

. Jeyabalan

Kandasamy

. Kamaldeen (Dist. English)
. Karunakaran (Dist. Book-keeping)
. Loganasundaram

A. Magbool (Dist. Arith)

. M. Magbool (Dist. Arith., Tamil)
Markandu* (Dist. Arith., History)
. A. Mohamed Sali

. Namasivayam

Nithianandarajah (Dist. Arith.)
. Navaratnarajah* (Dist. Arith.)
Poopalasingam

Ramalingam (Dist. Tamil)

. Rathakrishnan

. Sharvanandan®*

K. Sivakumarathasan (Dist. Arith.)

. I. Shaffie (Dist. Tamil)

. Subramaniam™ (Dist. Tamil, Arith., Hinduism)

. S. Saleem
Shanmuganathan® (Dist. Arith.)

. Sowrirajah

. S. Thameem
. Thurairajah
Thiruchchelvam

. Viswanathan

. M. Izzathal Heira (Dist. Tamil)
. Jeyamanai* (Dist. English)

* First Division.



EDITOR’S NOTES

We are glad to place in the hands of our students both pa}st
and present and our friends this issue of our College Magazine
which marks another milestone in the progress made by our insti-
tution. The reports of the House activities and the various associa-
tions reveal the varied activities within the college and the articles
by our students are an evidence of the ever widening interest
evinced by our students in affairs both national and international.

There are besides two articles which will attract the attention of
our readers. Dr. Carl. E. Purinton, Professor of Religion, Boston Uni-
versity who writes on ““ India and the West” is a great friend of Swami
Akilananda, the head of the Ramakrishna Mission Centre at Boston.
He is greatly interested in the study of Eastern religions and in
interpreting Eastern ideals to Westerners. An ardent admirer
of the Ramakrishna Mission and its great founder Swami Vive-
kananda, he had made an intensive study of the proceedings
at the Parliament of Religions and the great awakening caused by
Swami Vivekananda in America. He takes an active part in the
work of the Ramakrishna Mission Centre at Boston, and even
takes classes at the Centre whenever the Swami happens to be
away from Boston. Early this year he undertook a study-tour of the
East in the course of which he came to Ceylon. He spent a few days
in Jaffna and on the evening of 23-2-56. he was entertain ed to tea at
the College when he had the occasion of meeting some of the leading
citizens of Jaffna. He later spoke to them on the “Influence of Swami
Vivekananda in America”. The article printed here closely follows
the text of the speech delivered by him here, and we are very grateful
1.:o Dr. Purinton for having written this article for publication in this
issue.

Mr. A. M. K. Cumaraswamy is a polished speaker who wields
an equally fascile pen and he needs no introduction to any Ceylon
reader. His pen portrayal of the late Swami Vipulananda is very
touching and reveals a very intimate appreciation of the Swami with
whom he moved closely during the Swami’s last days when he was
Professor of Tamil at the Ceylon University, and we are sure that
the friends of the Swami will find his article of absorbing interest
We take this opportunity to thank Mr. A. M. K. Cumaraswamy for
his ready compliance with our request.
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The year 1956 now running out has been of great significance
to us and to the country at large. As faras we are concerned we are
happy to record an vear of splendid achievements. The passes at the
G. C. E. Examinations held in Dec. 1955 were a record number and
those at July 1956 were a near one hundred percent, with only oOne
student getting a re-referred. With a staff of proved competence and
with fully equipped and approved laboratories for Physics, Chemistry,
Botany and Zoology for the H.S. C. and U. E. classes, we look forward
to a similar performance at the University Entrance Examination in

1957, when our first batch of Science Students will be sitting for the
Examination.

In common with many other Colleges in the town we are
painfully reminded of the limited accommodation available at the College
for the growing numbers that seek admission at the beginning of each
yvear. With a minimum requirement of 15 sq. ft. of floor space for a
child, we shall not be in a position to add to the numbers we have now,
unless additional buildings are put up. These and a fully equipped
handwork section are an urgent necessity and we are confident that
as inthe past our old students will rally round to the support of the
Alma Mater.

The year opened with an air of suspense and anxiety, for the
‘Tamil speaking peoples of Ceylon. The passing of the Sinhala Only
Bill in the new Parliament in spite of the reasoned opposition of the
Tamil speaking people of the country, is a sad commentary on the
noble aspirations and heroic achievements of the leaders both Sinhalese
and Tamils of the past two generations, who worked for the ideal of a
Ceylon united and free, where Sinhalese, Tamil, Burgher and Muslim
would work in unison for the peace and progress of the country as a
whole.

The New Language Act affects the Tamil people in two ways;
culturally and economically. One often hears of the danger of extine-
tion which the Tamil Language and culture is faced with. When one
considers the straits to which the Tamil Language was reduced during
the last one hundred years when English was the ‘Open Sesame’ to
the plums of office under the Government and a knowledge of English
the hall mark of cultural respectability one’s fears seem justified. We
have the relics of the system with us even today when we find honoured



leaders of our community handicapped by a lack of proficiency in the

use of their mother tongue. - Will this condition repeat itself in another

thirty or fifty years is a question that poses itself to anyone, who
ponders deeply on the future of our peoples. The answer largely de-
pends on what is done by the present generation. PI:O‘GBS'GS of all

sorts are in the air, but any one with any discerning will know that

to seek to reverse the bill in the Parliament as it is constituted today is
something bordering on the impossible. Besides, the protests at best are
but a negative approach to the problem' Somsthing positive has to
be done. The urge to preserve our language and culture has to be
roused in the minds of the young. The glories of the achievements of
our ancestors in art and architecture, music, literature and drama have
to be instilled in the minds of the growing children, and an earnestness
created in them to know of its great pastand and its contribution to
human civilisation. They should become possessed of a burning desire
to revitalise our language and culture. 1t is the collective will of
the people that can face the challenge, that we are confronted with
today. Many yet do not seem to appreciate at its full worth the
immensely adverse potentiality that the Sinhala Only Act has for the
Tamils. What is needed to stand up to it on the part of the Tamils, is
nothing short of a national regeneration. And when one calls to mind
the intensely national renaissance that cams over westernised Bengal
in the early years of this century, or the resurgence in Central and
Eastern Europe of manyv nationalities, who like the Poles have suffered
repression and political submergence for over a century, one need not
dgspair. What is wanted as far as we are concerned is the collective
will on our part to live. Extraneous factors may help to make or mar
our future, but nothing can kill our language and culture as our
own apathy and indifference. Who will provide the impetus? It is
here that the present generation of school teachers who have in their
han_ds the task of moulding the mind of the coming generation have
t}'le.ll‘_ opportt_mity, The present is a challenge to their sense of respon.
sibility. 'Will they live up to the traditions of the great teachers and
ful.ﬁl the task of inspiring in their charges the zeal to live up to every.
thing that the Tamil had proved himself capable of in the past?

The economic aspect of the Sinhala Only Act has aggravated
Fhe already tense problem of unemployment among the Tamil speak-
Ing people in particular. But a consideration of the situation in
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the island over the last ten or fifteen years will confirm one in the
view that even under ‘parity of status’ for Tamil and Sinhalese the
Tamil youth will find himself in no better position as far as the
chances of employment are concerned. '

The Free Education Scheme has by continuity the type of
Education in vogue under the Colonial era produced a large number
of young men who are crazy for white collar jobs. Many of these in
the pre 1945 era would have joined the rank of farmers and artisans,
the real producers of the wealth of the country. Such is the sorry pass
to which the continuation of a colonial economy and a colonial system
of Edueation has brought the country that today the number of the
unemployable unemployed has come to nearly a lakh.

 To the Tamil parent for whom his entire investment is the
education of his child the problem is immediate and urgent. “‘My son is
in the eighth standard, what is to happen to him?” is the question that
every fond father asks today, and as he utters these words once notices
on his face the feeling of anxiety and dread that characterises a farmer
whose year long toil seems to be marred by an approaching in blight leav-
ing him the prospect of ruin and misery. Except for the highly intelligent
tew, who are bound to rise to the top under whatever circumstances, the
large number will find their prospects of finding salaried jobs very bleak

The unimaginative educational policy followed by successive
Ministers of Education who managed to lull the people into a sense of
security by prcmises of diversification of Edueation and appointments
of commissions, whose recommendations have never been sought to be
implemented has burdened the country with such a large population of
unemployed young men constituting so much wastage of what would
otherwise have been useful productive man power. We Tamilsin the
North, have till now been looking forward to Government Service as the
chief avenue for employment. With the virtual slamming of the door
to this avenue one wonders what is to be done.

The President of the Federal party in the course of his address
at the Trincomalee Convention in August struck the right note when he
said that we ought so to order our economy that we may in future be in-
dependent of Government Services. As a general guiding principle
nobody can gainsay it, but the need today is for the working out of the

R
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details of such an economy and the opening out of alternative avenues of
employment for the large number of school leavers.

In under-developed countries like Ceylon the system of Edu-
cation has to be related to the requirements of man power needed for
the development  of the country and this can only be done when
those at the helm have a clear conception of an overall plan fo.r the
country’s devolopment. Unfortunately for. us in Ceylon ..there is no
possibility of this being done in the near future. The Tamils ar.e.therf:-
fore bound to find themselves in a hopelessly miserable condition in
the years to come. .

Once again the schools and the large body of teachers who
form the cream of the country’s intellect have to come to the rescue.
Besides specific measures to remedy this state of affairs, much will
have to be done by the teachers to inculcate in the minds of the young
men and women a spirit of self-reliance, a sense of social consciousness
and a mental climate that will enable them to stand up undaunted to any
situation and to wrest the best for themselves and for their country
from every opportunity afforded.

The development of the material resources of the country which
do not yet appear to have been scientifically surveyed as has been done
in India and other countries and the intense development of our agri-
culture, industry and commerce both internal and external and shipping
will, one is compelled to believe, provide ample opportunities for employ-
ment for our young men and women. If the state lags behind in providing
these opportunities for us, it is up toour leaders to organise these with
state assistance if possible or without, if need be. By such timely action
alone can we ward off the danger that lies ahead on the road we are
speeding along today. Let us hope that all the progressive forces among
us will pool their resources and very soon strike out new paths.

We express our thanks to all those who have helped in the
production of this number. Our thanks are due to the members of the
Editorial Board for their assistance. Special mention must be made
of our Printers who have printed the Journal to our satisfaction.

Let me wish all our friends and well wishers a happy and
prosperous New Year.
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OId Students’ Corner

M. M. Abdul Cader Esq., B. A. (Hons.), Advocate is appointed Magistrate at Negombo
Dr. N. Kandasamy has assumed duties as E. N. T. Surgeon, Galle Hospltax
Dr. K. Balasingham is attached to the General Hospital, Colombo

V. Sathasivam Esq., B. A., M. Litt., Dip. in Ed., is appointed an Asst. Superintendent
of Examinations.

‘C. Vamadevan Esq., Govt. Surveyor, is attached to the Canadian Air Survey Team

W. S. Senthilnathan Esq., B. A. of the Staff of Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya has been
successful at the Diploma in Education Examination of the University of Ceylon

N. N. Idaikkadar Esq., B. Sc., Dip. in Ed., is on the staff of Kokuvil Hindu College.
K. Sivaramalingam Esq., B. A., is on the staff of Jaffna Hindu College.

V. Vythilingam Esq., B. A.,, and S. Canthapillai, Esq., B. A., are on the staff of
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya.

Mrs. S. Arumugarajah of the staff of Parameshwara College has been successful- at
the B. A. Examination of the University. of London.

Miss P. Rajendra, B. Sc., is attached to the staff of Hindu Ladies College, ]affna

Mrs. S. Ehamparam is Physical Instructress at Kokuvil Hindu College.
Miss M. Vethanayagam is attached to the Post Office, Jaffna.

Miss M. Kanagarajah is attached to the Mc Leod Hospital, Inuvil.
Miss A. Ramanathan is attached to the staff of Kondavil C. M. T. School.
Mr. R. S. Anandavel is attached to the staff of Barathi Bashya Vidyasalai.

Mr. N. Kanagalingam has been successful at the class II Examination of the Gen
eral Clerical Service.

Mr. S. P. Mailvaganam is attached to the Commercial Service of the Radio Ceylon.

Mrs. S. Mailvaganam is attached to the National Service (Tamil section) of the Radio
Ceylon.

Mr. V. Thurairajah has assumed duties as an X-ray technician.

“The following have been successful at the General Clerical Examination this year:
Messrs. S. Rajaratnam, S. Pasupathy, A. A. Abdul Salaam and :

S. Shivarajalingam.
M. Gopalaratnam has been appointed as one of the sub-editors of the Veerakasari, Colombo

T. Kanagarajah is attached to the Dept. of Psycho-therapy.
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STAFF, 1957

Mr. S. Ambikaipakan, B. A., Principal

”

C. Vyramuttu, B. A, Vlce Principal

T. Seenivasgam, B. A First Class English Trained
V. Vytilingam, B. A.

S. Canthapiliai, B. A.

S. Thuraisingam, B. A.

W. S. Senthilnathan, B. A., Dip. in Ed.

P. Elanganayagam, B. A., Post Graduate Trained
. Paramsothy, B. Sc.

. Sapanadesar, B. A.

P. Thillairajah, M. A., Diploma in Music
Panneerselvam, B. Sc.

. Puthirasingham, B. Sc.

. Ramanathan, B. Sc., Dip. in Ed.

M. Thomas, B. Sc.

P. Balasubramaniam, B. A. (Hons.)

idwan Pon. Muthukkumaran, B. O. L.
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M1ss P. Sabaratnasmghe B: A.

Mr.

Chellaiah, Engllsh Tralned First Class *
Karthigesu, Enghsh Tramed First Class
Viswanathar, English Trained, First Class and H. S. C.
S. Nadarajah, English. Trained, First Class
Paransothy, Inter Arts

Ganesan, Inter Science

Valthnnathar Inter Arts and Bala Pandit

R. Williams, F1rst Class, Drawing Certificate
Subramaniam, First Class Tamil Trained

<wzzw¢w<o

Pandit S. Nadarajah, First Class, Tamil Trained

A. Saravanamuthu, First Class, Tamil Trained, Dip. in Tamil
S. Gopalapillai, Tamil Trained, First Class

T. Yoganathan, First Class Tamil Trained

P. Gopala, Tamil Trained Second Class

S. Kumarasurier, First Class, Tamil Trained and S.S. C. Eng.
V. Ramakrishna, Second Class Tamil Trained

T. C. Subramaniam, Tamil Teachers’ Prelim.

s Sivapragasapillai, Dip. in Physical Education
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38.
39.
40.
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42.
43.
44.
43.
40.
47.
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Mr. S. Rajadurai, F. I..C. A., with-S. S. C: English

» . Balasubramania Iyar, S. S. C. English [Class

Mrs. K. Arumugam Thamby, English Teachers’ Certificate First
P. Jayaseelan, Dip. in Music with S.S. C. English

w S, Packiam, First Class, Tamil Trained

Miss A. Veeragathy, Seccond Class, Tamil Trained

s, A. Ahilesar, Second Class, Tamil Trained and S. S. C. Eng.

Mrs. V. Mathuralingam, Tami! Trained [Level

Miss K. Sivaswamy Iyer, Tamil Trained and G. C. E. Advanced

G. Vallipuram, Second Class, Tamil Trained

T. Kandiah, Second Class, Tamil Trained and S. S. C. English
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CLERKS: Mr. T. Ganesharatnam

»» A. Thuraisingam

LiBrarRIAN : Mr. R. Mulvaganam

IN MEMORIAM

Mr. V. THILLAINADARAJAH
Teacher, Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
1939 1949
Birth 4-8-1913 - Death 30-5-1956




CALENDAR, 1957

Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, Jaffna.

Thursday 3-1-57
Monday 14-1-57
Tuesday 15-1-57
Tuesday 22-1-57
Monday 4-2-57
Thursday  14-2-57
Wednesday 27-2-57
Sunday 3-3-07
Friday 15-3-57
Thursday 11-4-57
Thursday 25-4-57

Wednesday 15-5-57
Tuesday 13-6-57
Tuesday 11-6-57
Thursday 13-6-57
Monday §-7-57
Monday 8-7-57
Thursday  11-7-57
Thursday  25-7-57

Friday 26-7-57
Monday 29-7-57
Friday 2-8-57
Friday 9-8-57

Wednesday 28-8-57
Wednesday 11-9-57
Thursday 3-10-57
Monday 7-10-57
Tuesday  22-10-57
Friday 13-11-57
Monday 82:12-57
Friday 12-12-57
b

FIRST TERM

First Term begins
Thaipongal—Holiday

Duruthu Full Moon day— Holiday
Swami Vivekananda’s Birthday
Independence day—Holiday
Navam Full Moon day—Holiday
Maha Sivarathiri day Holiday
Sri Ramakrishna’s Birthday
Medin Full Moon day—Holiday
First Term Ends
Thirunavukarasar Guru Pooja

SECOND TERM

Second Term begins

Poson Full Moon day—Holiday
Thiruvalluvar Day
Thirugnanasambanthar Guru Pooja
Manikkavasagar Guru Pooja
Hajji Festival day—Holiday

Esala Full Moon day—Holiday
Maviddapuram Car Festival—Holiday
Adiammavasai—Holiday

1slamic New year day—Holiday
Suntharamoorthy Guru Pooja
Second Term Ends

THIRD TERM

Third Term begins

Bharathi Day

Saraswathi Pooja—Holiday
Mohamed's Birthday—Holiday
Deepavali—Holiday

Last Friday in Aippasi—Holiday
Third Term Ends ‘
Navalar Day
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