.

THE

VAIDYESHWARAN

.

DECEM BEB
1957 . |
‘ -



e ——————

] .
X & # i ! \ , U ' 5
¥ a P ol o ; ‘ ;

% + }
Salol o }
‘
3 .
‘L
K. .
; * .
. 2
k : N .
" .
T
B ’
BT s
=
i “
:
L
- @ sy FRNE P R ey
3 “ .--. ve b TR , . : »
- ® B
.
iy el L - >,




The

VAIDYESHWARAN

THE MAGAZINE

OF THE

RAMAKRISHNA MISSION
VAIDYESHWARA VIDYALAYA

JAFFNA

REPEREVCE |

Vol. IX] DECEMBER 1957



The Managing Board

Editors:- Mr. S. Thuraisingham, B. A.
Vidwan Pon. Muthucumaran, B. O L.

Manager:- Mr. T. Seenivasagam, B. A.

Aduvisory Committee:- Mr. C. Vyramuttu, B. A.
Miss P. Sabaratnasinghe, B. A.



CONTENTS

Mahatma Gandhi in Ceylon—by S. Durai Rajasingam

Gangai — Konda — Chola—by J. M. Somasundaram, B. A., B

Meaning of a Secular State—Sri Nehru

Conquest of Space

Ceylon & her Food Problem ”
U. N. O. & The Present World Situation

The Economy of Ceylon o
Is Science Fiction or Fact?
Hobbies and Their Uses g

It was Temples, Temples all the way

My Visit to Mutur

An Evening by the Sea-Side

My Visit to a Fair

My School Life

One Rainy Morning

Old Students’ Association— Colombo Branch
Qrreloaperi sy w FwrEQsf—s. Yo isUTSET
sreér Qg &poidruresry ...

Smd@ per

SweCGsGavair Saw shearid

(GLDLIS(T GRT GT

&R BATUTAT FprTer =
rranwudar w&evin
yaudr g 9 gurasr <8 [F/LIaLD
ef Faurpay ves
TopsE Fpaisefar Furaef LIGHT 16 &
&MCurgwm

GGT @AUUIT T

U 1p@5 2 Zovulair FwEfm g

TN &I LOTINEST ouih

56. 5. #0975 wefun DT &GS S dieusry arps sdser

BG 8. sO5oaiud syeiisoficr UTPEG ST ...
Crdoud @piosaQer |

Report of the Scout Group 6, Jaffna

Report of the Teachers’ Guild

Report of the H. S. C. Union

Report of the Science Association

Old Students Day Celebration
Report of the Athletic Meet
Report of the Sharvananda House

Report of the Vivekananda House

Report of the Vipulananda House

Report of the Nagamuthu House

Page

13
18
19
20
22
24
25
27
27
29
29
30
31
31
32
33
38
42
44
48
51
53
54
56
57
58
59
59
60
61
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74



i

75

College Soccer & Cricket 76
Letter from Mr. M. Y. Farooq ... ag
Separate State if Agreement Fails iy
Principal's Notes gh
S er pub g -
Qhg wreTar &psd
Fuow url ufiens 82
« fQausrarsgsr Gurédrp OrEE oS Gauar @’ .- 82
5559 @ wsTrTd Uerel&sT 83
Bm. 5. Qs &L genflwb—3. QRarura3erdar ... 86
Editor's Notes 89
Examination Results A 90
Old Students Corner 93
Staff 94
Calendar sin i e 96
ILLUSTRATIONS
Sri Ramakrishna } Bic
Frontispiece
Mahatma Gandhi
Inter-House Sports Meet A
Scout Troop and the Cub-Pack }

Arts and Crafts Exhibition
Old Students’ Lunch, Jaffna | 68
H. S. C. Union Annual Social J

Football Eleven }

Athletic Champions e
Tamil Writers at Vidyalaya ;
O. S. A. Celebrations, Colombo 84
Farewell to Mr. T. C. Subramaniam

o



“weramenti QFiig wrsa LwE
anflg, wodor yhs s

afleorapiartii srapd  elemipuGoiish GHTaT
Cagmren 9% elers@in

S| G OTD oMo HHL i .............”"

— sflyersgi



“ampallas  auig BT
wHTHr ! amps ! aumpa 1

— urgHwrr



MAHATMA GANDHI IN CEYLON

THE MEMORY OF A VISIT THIRTY YEARS AGO
(S. Durai Raja Singam)

“ Forge the links stronger "—Mahatma Gandhi.

Lord Buddha blessed this ‘pearl amoug islands’ Lanka, the
Ceylon of to-day, by his three sacred visits. Dharma Asoka sent the
message of peace and goodwill through his best-loved Mahinda and
Sanghamitta. Years rolled on through the ages and this beautiful isle
passing through vicissitudes political, social and religious breaking away
from the home of her race and culture, and led astray by the allure-
ments of the West, forgot the Gospel of Ahimsa of her Great Master,
To dispel the illusion and to rouse her up from her lethargy the immor-
tal Swami Vivekananda sounded his trumpet-call to India and Ceylon,
“Awake, Arise and stop not till the goal is reached!” more than forty-five
years ago. Lord Buddha, Mahinda and Vivekananda came with gifts
to this thrice-blessed land. Later Sarojini Devi, the modern Sangha-
mitta, brought the message of Mahatma Gandhi to the island and this
was followed by the visit of Mahatma Gandhi himself in 1927. At a
dinner giver in his honour at the Orient Club, Colombo, (on September
25) Premier Dudley Senanayake of Ceylon voiced the tribute of a nation
to Gandhiji when he said, “Ceylon can never forget the fact that it was
from the great leaders of India, Mahatma Gandhi, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru
and others we got inspiration in our struggle for political freedom.”

Quarter of a century ago the youths of Jaffna, warmed with the
fire of a pure patriotism, inaugurated the Youth Congress, then called the
Students Congress. The Students Congress, Jaffna, stood for the revival
of national arts and literature and for the attainment of self-governiment
for the land. This creed naturally made the young men yearn to sit
at the feet of Gandhiji, the greatest teacher of modern times. Ever
since the first session of the Students Congress in December, 1924 invi-
tations were addressed to Mahatma Gandhi to bless this Youth Move-
ment of Ceylon with his august presence and words of wisdom. It was
my good fortune to be one of the first Joint-Secretaries of the Students
Congress and early in 1925 when I went to see Gandhiji I pressed him
to visit Ceylon. Again Sri S. H. Perinpanayagam, the idol of the
youths of the Students Congress, went on a pilgrimage to India on this
errand and met Mahatmaji at Bangalore and obtained his consent for a
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He was followed by the late Sri J. V. Chelliah, Vice-
and a past president of the Studegts
Congress with a similar request. Meanwhile the Inc.hil{n felsrisent}ltwe
of the then Legislative Council of Ceylon, the ]at.e Sri d ik afez? lyer,
also extended an invitation on behalf of the. In<111an labourers of Ceylon.
Long before Mahatmaji had definitely .de01dec1 : to accept the invitation
to go over to Ceylon the whole island without differences of race, caste
or creed, joined through the medium of the press to evince a keen
desire to have the Mahatma in their midst for some days at least. When
the Mahatma started his South Indian tour we in Ceylon fully
expected that he would include Ceylon also in the itinerary. He was
expected here in May 1926 and then rumour had it that he was to visit
Ceylon only early next year. Definite information of his inten-
tion of visiting Ceylon in October reached us in August. As there was an
understanding that Ceylon should contribute her quota to the Khadi
Fund elaborate preparations were made in all parts of Ceylon to accord
a right royal welcome to the greatest man of the age and to secure a
contribution worthy of the island towards the relief of the starving mil-
lions of India. Public meetings werc held in all the important towns
and ways and means were devised to make Mahatmaji’s tour in Ceylon
pleasant and his mission successful.

visit to Ceylon.
Principal of Jaffna College,

The Viceroy's invitation to Gandhiji to go over to Delhi on urgent
State affairs and the consequent delay in Gandhiji’s going over to Cey-
lon only helped to increase the anxiety of the workers and to broadcast
throughout the country that after all the island home of Buddha’s follow-
ers and the pious Hindu sojourners from the Tamilnadu that gave to
India her -greatest religious reformers, is to be once again blessed by a
Messenger of Love from the time-honoured ancestor of her race, religion
and culture: The. months of October and November 1927 in Ceylon
were practically the Mahatma’s months. Both young and old, rich and
poor. men, women and children of all castes and creeds vied with each
other in chanting praises to the name of India’s hero of the day and ser-
vant of Daridranarayan—( God- in the form of the poor). Gandhi
household word i - g B e
usehold word in Ceylon for the past thirty years or more needed
no introductory proclamation as in the case of princes, gt
consuls. In the East from where the voice of G i Wi
i 4 ‘ od is heard from
y even the poorest of the poor in earthly ri
el 3 y riches get to kno
y mnstinct the advent of a great spiritual teach ' s
cacher. This was fully
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exemplified when after hoisting the banner of the universal religion of
Love and Truth in the West the Hindu monk of India made his
triumphal procession a generation ago from Colombo to Almora.
Reverence and love to the great Teachers of Truth is in the very blood
of the race. No wonder then surging crowds swelled the streets of
Colombo Fort on the great day of Mahatmaji’s arrival in Ceylon.
Gandhi and Khaddar was the talk of the day. Choirs of children with
garlands and rose petals in their hands were singing their songs of
welcome. The lines of one sweet song still linger in my memory :-

From time immemorial. many great ones from India have been visiting our
shores, each with some gift of a blessing.

Lord Buddha visited Lanka and left His Foot Print. The great Mahinda
Thera brought here the sacred Dhamma. The savant Buddha Gosha came here
and revised the sacred literature and added commentaries.

The saintly Theri, Sri Sangha Mitta, brought here the branch of the Bo-
tree with which Lanka’s beautiful garden was further adorned.

Kalidasa, the great Indian poet befriending the Sinhalese king of the time, Kumara-
das by name came over to this land and tarried here. It is recorded that the king,
himself a poet gave the best proof of his friendship by immolating himself on the
funeral pyre of Kalidasa.

We have here the spicy breezes, cooling waters clear as crystal, fruits and nourish-
ing food. With thee Lanka Matha will serve vou to your hearts content.

Papers came out with glaring headliness like “ Ceylon Welcomes the
Mahatma ”. *“ Mr. Gandhi in Ceylon—Simple landing ceremony. Enthu-
siastic welcome by large crowds. ”’. Special supplements were issued.
Inspite of the hour and the bad weather*a huge crowd accorded a
rousing reception to Mahatma Gandhi when he landed in Colombo
on the 13th November shortly after 9-30 p. m.

The Melbourne Jetty which was arranged for the Mahatma'’s private
landing was modestly decorated with flags, pot palms and crotons, and
the landing steps were richly carpeted. The Labour Union Volunteer
Corps, a hundred strong, was lined up in two ranks forming a passage
between, and their bright red shirts lent a touch of oriental colour to the
simple and formal reception.

The s. s. “Chinkoa” by which the Mahatma and his party travelled
from Tuticorin entered the harbour at about 9 p. m. Shortly after. the
Master Attendant’s and the Principal Collector’s barg:s left the jetty
with the following representative members of the Reception Committee :
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ghe; Mr. and Mts. Geo. E. de Silva, Mr. and Mrs. C.
At o M., A. Arulanandam, Dr. S. Muttlah,. Mr. and Mrs.
Thiagalingam; s oW Mrs. Nagalingam, Miss Fernando,
K. Sathla\;’;gé Feraatitlo, ‘T Be Jayah, M. T. de S. Amerasekere,
Mes};rsc(oi(-)ray- D1:. E. V. Ratnam and Suppiah Pillai.. 'Shortly after
1;.30. e the, barges returned with the distinguished visitor a}rzd Mrs.
K tl;ll)l.'ba Gandhi. Mrs. Gandhi was the first to step out, and she greet-

ash resent in the orietal fashion with hands clasped. The frail
g(; utreo?)? fhe Mahatma, attired in a dhoti and shawl of Khaddar emerged

soon after. Mr. P. B. Umbichy garlanded him.
Mr. X. Pereira the Second Indian Member of the then Legislative

Council was then introduced to the Mahatma by Mr. T. d'e':.S. Amere-
sekere. “Oh! he is an old friend of mine”, declared Gandhiji.

Mr. A. E. Goonesin

“I et them introduce themselves to me”, he said as he greeted
those present with clasped hands and quickly proceeded between the
ranks of the Volunteer Corps who were at the salute.

Gandhiji and Kasturba boarded the car which was waiting for
them at the entrance to the jetty. The hood of the car was lowered to
afford a glimpse of the Mahatma to the vast gathering assembled outside.
The car started immediately taking Church Street and Leydon Bas-
tion Road. A call for “three hearty cheers to Mahatmaji” as the car
started was suppressed, but deafening cheers greeted the visitors as they
passed through the streets outside the Customs.

They proceeded direct to “The Ark”, Cotta Road, where they
resided during their stay in Colombo.

The Mahatma’s party consisted of the following: Shri Mahadev
Desai, Kaka Kalelkar, Shri Pyarelal, Shri Jamnadas Gandhi, Shri C.

Rajagopalachari, Miss Laximi Rajagopalachari (now Mrs. Devadas
Gandhi).

After formal introductions the Mahatma was escorted to the car
that took him to the “Ark”, his home during his sojourn in Ceylon. As
the car wended its way through Church Street the Mahatma standing
in the apcstolic manner of St. Francis of Assissi, a radiant smile plnyinZ‘

upon his face, shawl covering his body after the Roman fashion, arms

ou.tstretchfad beckoning peace and goodwill to the countless heads that
raised their eyes to catch a glimpse of the great Apostl

' e of Ahimsa, was
a sight for the gods to see. ,
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To quote Shri Mahadev Desai, “Lanka was a land which Gan-
dhiji in his wanlerings of over ten years has ever longed to visit, no less
with the object of seeing the land whose ravaging beauty makes it a pearl
in the islands of the earth than for studying living Buddhism at close
quarters ....... but the visit, when it actually came about, happened, as
Gandhiji said to the civic Fathers.in Colombo with engaging candour, to
be a mercenary visit.”

The rcceptions and the welcome that Gandhiji had from the day
of his landing at Colombo on the evening of the 13th could, says Maha-
dev Desai, compare favourably with the warmest and most enthusiastic
ones that Gandhiji has received anywhere in India. Thousands thronged
the thoroughfares through which Gandhiji was to piss, and at most
places crowding had to be controlled by regulating admission by tickets.
The weeks beginning the 13th of November at Colombo till the evening
of the 29th at Jaffna were one continuous programme of meetings, lectures,
interviews, visits and collections. The Khadi collections made at Col-
ombo, Kurunagala, Negombo, Chilaw, Matale, Kandy, Bandarawella,
Badulla, Dikoya, Nuwara Elya, Hatton, Nawalapitiya, Gampola,
Kegala, Ambalangoda, Balapitya, Galle, Matara, Godagama, Trinco-
malle, Palai, Jaffna, Valvettiturai, Point Pedro, Chavakacheri, Vaddu-
koddai, Kayts totalled Rs. 105,000. Ceylonese admirers of the Mahatma
in Malaya had sent in their donations through the Hindu Organ, Jaffna,
and through me whilst the Ceylon students in London sent their contri-
butions to the Colombo Reception Committee. “Ceylon gave Gandhiji
more than he had expected” so wrote Mahadev Desai. Everyone who

had helped in the success of the tour earned the blessings of Daridra-
parayan.

At Colombo, the Municipality presented an address of welcome
H. E. the Governor of Ceylon, Sir Herbert Stanley. offered Gandhiji a

warm welcome through his Colonial Secretary and invited Gandhiji to a
friendly meeting.

No other speech made by Mahatma Gandhi during his Ceylon.
tour had moved me as much as the following one I heard when he ad-
dressed a multitude of people numbering over thirty thousand at thé

Price Park at a meeting organised by the Ceylon Labour Union to
receive him,

I thank you for presenting me with your beautiful address and handsome purse
for the cause which has brought me to this pearl amongst the Islands of the earth. The
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» has touched me to my

4 Jesasd r India
use made by you in your address of the expression i o great significance

deepest recesses. The use of that expression derives 1n my Oplm':)hn - Bt
to me because I know all of you are not Indians. Perhaps to tho ; N
who are not Indians, the signifiance that I attach to that expreSSlOnm:é’e u:; 25 o
shall presently explain to you was not before your mind.’s o wh_en you—has it that in
expression. Legend—and legend at times is SUI-)eI‘IOI'. to hlsto;y Ry e
remote times a King called Rama came to Lanka to rid this Isl.and of an evi 2 i g,
instead of exercising the rights of conquest by annexing this fair Islar{d to .In S ]
tored it to the brother of the evil King, called Vibushan, and crowned him King of Lanka.
Rendered in modern language it means that Rama before trying the ]oyalty of the people
of Lanka or the loyalty of the King Vibushan and putting either him or the people:
through a course of tutelage, gave them straight away complett.a self-governme.nt,
dominion status. Many changes have taken place since that date assigned to .t}Te perlod
of this legend in this place as also in India, and they have undergone many VlClSSltU_des
of fortune, but the fact remains that the millions in India, even to the present day, behfave
in this legend more firmly than in facts of history. And if you people of this beautifu)
Island are not ashamed of owning some connection with your next door neighbour, I would
advise you and ask you to share the pride that millions of Indians have in owning this
legend. And now you can understand why I told you that you in my opiunion, a daughter
state, in using the expression “Mother India” for India had done well in expressing your
allegiance to that country. And there is also a Ravana who is living today. Ram is the
sweet and sacred name in Hinduism for God and Ravana is the name given in Hindu
mythology to evil, whenever evil becomes embodied in human form. And it is the
business, the function, of the God Ram, to destroy evil wherever it occurs and it is
equally the function of the God Ram to give to his devotees like Vibusan a free charter of
irrevocable self-government. Let us all, whether we are labourers or otherwise seek,
ridding ourselves by the help of God Ram within us, of the ten headed monster of evil
within us, and to ask for the charter of self-government. ILastly, while you have done
well in thinking of the unfortunate millions in India and I would advise you to establish a
living bond between them and yourself, especially if you still consider that India is the
Mother State, the Mother Country, you will for the sake of the few millions invest every
pie or every cent that you may want to use for dress in Khadi and nothing else.”

There are numerous other great utterances of the Mahatma in

Ceylon which are great pearls of wisdom. A few of them gleaned from
my cuttings are the following:-

To the Ceylonese he said:

D.o not for the sake of your country ape the manners and customs of others
which can only do harm to you and for heaven’s sake do not wish to b
what every one of the people of Ceylon cannot be.” e

To the Indians in Ceylon he said:-

€6~ ¢
Since you are earning your bread in th

: is beautif
to live as sugar lives in milk. iful Island,

I would ask
Even a cup of milk which ghs

; is full up to the
» the sugar accom-
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modating itself in the milk and enriching its taste, in the same way I would
like you to live in this island so as not to become interlopers but to
enrich the life of the people in whose midst you may be living.”

The last few days of Gandhiji's stay in Ceylon at Jaffna were the
most thrilling to the writer. In Mahadev Desai’s words, “Jaffna stud-
ents, it will be remembered, were the first to invite Gandhiji, and then
the other friends took up the proposal.”

On the 26th morning a vast crowd poured into the Railway Sta-
tion premises to pay their respects to Mahatma Gandhi on his first arrival
in Jaffna. The train steamed into the over-crowded station. All was
silent for the moment when Gandbiji stepped out of one of the carriages,
A murmur of veneration unconsciously escaped the lips of the people
and all bowed to him in profound adoration.

Gandhiji is at last in Jaffna. The excited populace spends the
next four days in honouring the great leader. On the same day at about
three in the afternoon the crowd is again gathered round the kadjan shed
erected at the Esplanade for the occasion. The Mahatma arrives at the
scene half an hour later and climbing the raised dais promptly squats on
it. He is garlanded but he takes them off. Many addresses are pre-
sented to him but few are read and all are quickly auctioned. A few
well-filled purses are also presented to him. There is Sir Waitilin-

gam Duraisamy who presides. Shri C. Rajagopalachari renders the
Mahatma’s speech into Tamil.

“Having come to Jaffna, T do not feel I am in Ceylon, but I feel that I am in a
bit of India”, said Gandhiji. He again said, “Ever since I have come to Lanka the con-
viction has been growing upon me that I am not in Lanka but in India glorified.
A glorified edition of India Lanka certainly is from a scenic point of view. Though
I was prepared for the scenery in Lanka, the scenery I have actually witnessed has sur-
passed all my expectations and so I could not help saying at a recent meeting that Ceylon
seemed to be a fragrant beautiful pearl dropped from the nasal ring of India. If the
people of Lanka are really, as they should be, inheritors of the culture of India, they
should also represent in their lives a glorious edition of Mother India.”

Mahatmaji, during his stay in Jaffna, had to carry out a very
crowded programme. At every reception given to him whether in the
town or outside, Mahatmaji addressed the people, sometimes briefly and
sometimes at length. Almost in every speech he urged the people to
work for the abolition of drink and untouchability. In his reply to the
public address these two subjects were dealt with at length. He congra-
tulated the people of Jaffna on the successful effort they had so far made
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in closing the “pestilential taverns and liquor dens” and on their de
mination to realise Total Prohibition in a short time.

Gandhiji was taken round to all the educational instit'u’t,lo'ns where
he spoke to the boys and girls and “well did they_ deserve it”’ 1n Maha-
“the bulk of the Jaffna purse came from the stu-
5/- each.” Besides Handy Perinpa-
had gone from village to village
dreds of the villagers who knew

dev Desai’s words for
dents, some of whom had given Rs.
nayagam, who first invited Gandhiji,
and collected small cents from hun
Gandhiji and his work.

When Gandhiji returned to Madras after the Vykom Satyagraha
during the latter part of March 1925, I was a student in Ceylon.
From my College home in Jaffna with blessings from my mother and
schoolmates 1 went to Madras. Full of excitement to sece the great
leader of India I was sitting by the side of the wall pillar of Sjt.
Srinivasa Iyengar’s mansion when I saw Gandhiji with that toothless
smile of his getting down from the car after a morning visit to a
spinning school. My eagerness to go near him and if possible to
touch his feet as a sign of reverence, could no longer be restrained.
Gandhiji as I saw him was a lovable one, a personality that had
exploded all the sham dignity attached to the paraphernalia of dress
and fashion. A frail tiny man with sparkling eyes and a mystic
toothless smile was a sight that awakened the sparks of the divine
in man. Bes%des Gandhiji I saw for the first time Sjt. C. Raja-
gqpalachari,. Sjt. Mahadev Desai and Sjt. Ramdas Gandhi. It was
St C. Ra]agopalacharl who first helped me to talk to Gandhiji.
On hearing thatf“I had come all the way from Ceylon to have his
darshap, Gandhiji patted me on my shoulder and bidding me to his
;?;)11: aJ?:r?ilargheqrzmee\irflizsp Heber’s saying, “Oh then, you come

pect pleases except man alone is vile.”
I. laughed at these words and asked him when he would b bl
visit Ceylon. He replied that he had a great desire t o “e o4
beautiful island,” but he could not tell me when and (})1'~V181t the
as it were a fulfilment of that promise. HacEue.p
as | sat '
before him, I could not proceed further with any other

questions.  Gandhiji had an endeari
_ ¢ earin . .y 3
Satle ok e Bt oath g manner about him. He

Isit was
That was all he spoke for

N 3
When 1 was about to leave him with the '
my homage to the great soul he gav Joy of having paid

€ me s
M€ some sugar candy that
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formed part of a gift from some 'admirer and' bade me learn ‘my
lessons diligently and be useful to my country. When I recollect
this meeting with Gandhiji what stands out most clearly in my mem-
ory is that smile of his and his lighter vein. From that day I have
always thought of him as the Smiling One.

It was my good fortune to meet Gandhiji a second time now
in Ceylon. From Malaya I went to Ceylon and armed with fruits
and flowers I met him in Colombo. I offered the fruits and flowers
- and made my pranams. He was quick to recognise me. He never
forgets people. He “remembers pecple and with love . Jocularly
he asked: “Grapes I know, oranges I know but where are your
Malayan mangosteens and durians?” I assured him that were he
to visit Malaya he would have these fruits in plenty. He then said,
“Durians and mangosteens won’t tempt me. If Ceylon can give me
more than a lakh of rupees for my Khadi Fund, I will visit Malaya
if you can assure me a collection of several lakhs in Malaya.” He
promised to visit Malaya but he was not able to visit the country
owing to his work in India. I enrolled myself as a “ Volunteer ”
of the Students Congress during the three week tour of Gandhiji
in Ceylon. There were very many occasions when I could see
Gandhiji in lighter vein. We volunteers performed such duties as
the controlling of the crowd, posting of letters and other duties
that were allotted to us. I would like to add here one further per-
sonal instance of Gandhiji’s humour. Gandhiji often auctions for the
Khadi Fund the addresses and caskets that are given to him at meetings.
He also requests those around him at meettngs to offer him any orana-
ments they wish for sale in aid of the Khadi Fund. I was present at his
address in Ceylon to the Indians of Jaffna at the Vaidyeshwara Vidyala-
ya on 27th November 1927, when he called for ornaments to be auc-
tioned. I offered the gold ring I was wearing. It was a treasured ring
for it belonged to my late father. Sjt. C. Rajagopalachari acted as the
auctioner and I bought this same ring of mine for Rs. 85/- but when
Gandhiji was handing the ring back he laughed and said, “Why not we
auction this ring again ?” Hearing these words, I offered the ring again
for auction and again bought it for Rs. 45/-.. With his characteristic
smile he gave me the ring, saying, “Don’t you try your luck another
time.” I still wear the ring which reminds me of his genial humour.
The auction went on and Gandhiji was at his best. A pair of gold
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d by a lady in the gathering. Came the bid.

s head with approval and
Gandhiji nodded hlsuoru murai” (once) said

en changed
Gandhiji in Tamil which was lost in general laughter. thl;k;rtr:le. o ]gastr
his tone and said, “It is going”". His face beamed w1 SRS
the pair of bangles was knocked down by' the sa.tmethe ydaughter T
and Gandhiji laughed aloud joyfully. A girl of six, o R
lady came and received the bangles. As.she recenf':ie1 el
child garlanded him. He looked at the child and said smiulingly,

your mother I want your bangles."”

When Gandhiji was in Ceylon, Il}ad.the chance of n_otmg his
delightful companionship with children. Wh%le in Jaffna, returﬁmg ]é)me
after addressing a public meeting, and alighting from the car he held up
the hand of a little Tamil girl that had been seate.d .w1th him and with
2 smile said to those of us standing around, “This is my Jaffna sweet-
heart”. He was so large of heart that he found another sweetheart at
Chilaw. Gandhiji and party were conducted to the platform on pavada.
Near the platform little Miss Niles presented Mrs. Kasturba Gandhi
with a bouquet of flowers and Gandhiji with a garland. Taking off the
garland he put it in turn on Miss Nancy Corea, remarking, “Take this
garland my little sweetheart.” Gandhiji’s love for children is shown by
another incident. On his way from Kayts to Victoria College, Chuli-
puram, Gandhiji halted at the “Gurupooja Madam” in Chulipuram as
there was a large gathering of people, especially women and children
from that village and the adjoining ones. Here he was received with
Poorana Kumbam in a pandal decorated for the occasion. When he was
presented the camphor flame that was offered to the deity, he moved his
hands and transmitted the efficacy of the prasad to his eyes. Little Miss
Minakshi Sundaram, a granddaughter of Saiva Murugesapillai, presented

a small purse to the Mahatma who, with a gentle smile, embraced the
child and kissed her with tender love and affection.

bangles was then offere

“Fifty Rupees’’ said one. ! .
a sm)zle. “Rupees Hundred”, the bid rose.

In the numerous speeches that Gandhj

busy days in Ceylon he never failed to strj
note.

Ji had to make during those
ke an informal and intimate

At one mecting the Rev. C. E. V. Nathaniels «aj
like to ask a question that had been put to him by Sogleir::atthhi would
}ng: Is Mahatma Gandhi a Christian or is he a Hindy Bt ha bm](?rn-
in a half-way house? Mahatma Gandhj who appeared higfsllyearfl lev(i
| use
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at the question said : And I suppose you want me to answer whether it
is in the half-way house I am in. I admire that man certainly. I am
myself a whole-hogger and have been considered by so many of my
friends and so many of my critics as an intolerable whole-hogger, so there
is no question of a half-way house.

One of the men at one place wished to know if Kasturba was
Gandhiji's mother, and an old European lady who walked along by
their car had the same impression. With amused joy Gandhiji said, “Yes,
she is my mother,” The next morning at a public meeting which she
did not attend, people missed her and inquired why “mother” had not
come. Gandhiji said, “A gentleman did last night mistake her for my
mother, and for me as for her it is not a pardonable mistake but a wel-
come mistake. For years past she has ceased to be my wife by mutual
consent. Now nearly 40 years ago, I became an orphan and for nearly
30 years she has filled the place of my mother. She has been my mother,
friend, nurse, cook, bottle-washer and all these things.”

Gandhiji felt very happy at the boundless affection he had experi-
enced wherever he went. What struck me most was his ever joyful smile
and the almost childlike simplicity of Kasturba. I once watched the
devoted way Kasturba sat by the fireside making chappatis with Kashiba
Kantawala and Lakshimi Rajagopalachari. (later her daughter-in-law,
Mrs. Devadas Gandhi) by her side. Every act, every move of this great
woman was soothing to the eyes. In one of his letters from Jaffna to the
Ashram  sisters, Gandhiji wrote, ““ Kasturba may be said to be on a
holiday. There is a Guzerati couple here. The lady (Kashibai) belongs
to a good family from Rajkot, and her husband is the son of the well
known Haragovind Kantawala of Baroda. He is a District Judge here.
Half of my meals is supplied by Kashibai. So Ba may be said to be on
a holiday.” (Bapu'’s letters to Ashram Sisters. Edited by Kaka Kalelkar).

My last look of the Master and disciple—Gandhiji and Mahadev
Desai—was at the Jaffna Railway Station where crowds of men, women
and children had come out of the villages and sought just to touch the
hem of his garment or place their hands on his feet when Gandhiji stood
at the carriage window, his palms pressed in the familiar salute no one
thought that one day that was to be his final gesture when the first bullet
struck him. With my mother who had come with me to the railway
station edged between me and the foot-board of the train I shouted along
with the others Gandhi-Ki-Jai. I left him little knowing that I would
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sad as it could be. The triumph

: . rti S as
never see him again. The parting wa 's homage to the ideals of truth,

of Gandhij’s tour was nothing but Ceylon
non-violence and self-sacrifice.

Just before Mahatma Gandhi left Jaffna for. India one of t;/[e Joint
Secretaries of the Reception Committee a_sked him to lga\:ie a es}slagtz
behind for the people of Jaffna. Mahatmaji had been kin enofug.h' 2
send a message from Talaimannar under date 30-11-27, the text of whicC

was as follows:- ‘
“The message that I can leave for Jaffna as for the whole of Ceylon is:

Let the descriptions I have given you

i ‘out of sight out of mind’. .
AR iR h them and so doing

of the starving millions haunt you and keep you in touch wit -l :
keep you also simple living, pure, free from drink and untouchability, if not

for your own sakes, at least for theirs.”

“As father of, you might say, many boys and girls, you might
almost say of thousands of boys and girls, I want to tell you, boys,
that after all you hold your destiny in your own hands. I do not
care what you learn or what you do not learn in your school, if
you will observe two conditions. One condition is that you must be
fearlessly truthful against the heaviest odds under every circumstance
imaginable. A truthful boy, a brave boy, will never think of hurting
even a fly., He will defend all the weak boys in his own school
and help, whether inside school or outside the school, all those who
need his help. A ‘boy .who does not observe personal purity of mind
and body and action is a boy who should be drj
school. A chivalrous boy would always keep his mi
straight and his hands unpolluted. You do not n
school to learn these fundamental maxj
have this triple character with
ation.”—Gandhiji.

ven out of any
nd pure, his eyes
eed to go to any
ms of life, and if you will
you, you will build on a solid found-



GANGAI-KONDA-CHOLA

BY
J. M. Somasundaram, B. A., B. L.

The out-standing figure of all the later Cholas was Rajaraja the
‘Great. His son Rajendra I, whose account is chronicled below was a more
powerful monarch than his illustrious father. Rajendra succeeded to the
‘Chola throne on or about May 30, 1013 a. b. His father had trained
him in the art of Government and he had able ministers to guide him.
‘General Krishnan Raman and Prime Minister Damodara Bhattan
brought glory and renown to their master.

Temple : Gangai-Kondé-Chulapuram

‘Chola Conquests

When Rajendra I ascended the throne, he found the Chola power
firmly established and inherited a . “great war-like army,” a chosen divi-
sion of archers called ‘Pandita-Chola-terindavilligal’ and an inestimable
navy. Between the 3rd and the 12th year of his reign he carried out
successfully a vast scheme of conquests in many directions—Idaithurai-
nadu, Vanavasi, Kollipakai, Mannaikkadakam, and Ceylon. During
the reign of Rajaraja I, Chola authority was firmly established over the
northern half of Ceylon, as evinced by inscriptions and by the grant of
revenues of certain villages in Ceylon to the Tanjore Temple. Rajen-
dra I organised a further campaign and seized the crown of the “King
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the exceedingly fine crown
that was the gift of the
jewels of the Pand‘ya
eviously deposited with
dala on the transparent

of Ilam (Ceylon) on the tempestuous ocean, ‘
of his Queens, the priceless diamond bracelet
Gods, (the ‘necklace of Indra’) and the crown
monarchy, which this king of the South had pr
the king of Ilam and the whole of the Ila-man

”»

sea.

Chandesvaranugraha Murti ; Siva as Biksha-atana
Gangai-Konda-Cholechcharam

Rajendra crossed the Western Ghats and made war against the
Keralas and annexed the Chera crown. The Pandyas were in a chronic
revolt against the Chola yoke from the days of Aditya I. The conquest
of Parantaka I and Rajaraja I resulted in the re-naming of the Pandya
country into Rajaraja-Pandya-mandalam. The country was attacked
and the Pandyas deserted in fear. The Thiruva]angadu plate states that
Rajendra I took possession of the wealth of the Pandya King,

: placed
there his own son Jatavarman Sundara Chola Pandya, as Viceroy of the
Pandya country, as well of the newly conquered Kerala. Rajendra I

was the first King to appoint members of the Royal f
over conquered territories and this policy w
Rajendra’s conquests included the Wester
Orissa, Bengal, and the Eastern Chaluky

' amily as Viceroys
as continued by his successors.
n Chalukyas and also parts of
as.  He set up a pillar of vic-



1

tory on the Mahendra-giri Hill and engraved thereon the Chola emblem
“the Tiger Crest with the double fish”, in commemoration of his victory
over the Pandyas.

The object of Rajendra I in undertaking his northern campaign is
referred to in the Thiruvalangadu grant thus:- “This light of the solar
race, laughing at Bagiratha who had brought down the Ganga to
the earth from Heaven by the power of his austerities, wished to
sanctify his own country with the waters of the Ganges.” It is said that
after vanquishing the kings of the Gangetic countries, Rajendra I caused
the water of the sacred river to be brought to his new Capital on the
heads of the conquered Kings. A stone record of the King found at
Ennayiram in the South Arcot district contains interesting information
regarding the conquest, of his triumphal return, of his wedding with the
Ganga, assumption of the title “Gangai-konda-chola,” the construction
of a hall at Ennaviram, etc.

Saraswati

Gangai-Konda-Cholechcharam
. In commemoration of this historic campaign Rajendra I founded
his new Caplt'fﬂ, Gangai-konda-cholapuram. In this city, also called
szlrlgapurl, Rajendra I built a great temple on the noble model of Raja-
rajesvaram Temple at Tanjore built by his father. He also excavated
the lake ‘Cholagangam’ into which was poured a huge column of Ganges

w.ater. It is aisocalled poetically Jalamayam-]ayastambam, a liquid
pillar of victory.
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1 Campaigns

rosteinon endra T were even more famous
than his military exploits on land and brought him even 1g€edtf;tr}i20c;zz:
The inscriptions in Tamil found in Sumatr;'x and Java rela Z e
patched many ships in the midst of the rolling sea, Capt(lilfe (Simatra).
rama-Vijayottunga-varma of the ancient Kingdom of Kg alrarr:;he e
aJong with his vehicles and accumulated treasure, an ;'lSOO giz
Kedah, Sri Vishaya, with the several islands in the Indian ceaill, »
the Nicobars, Pannai, Malaiyur, Mayirudingam, Mappapala'm, angal;
sogam, Ilamuri-desams, Nakkavaram and others. Tl}e Chinese wor
Sungshih states that he also sent an embassy to China 1n 1033 A. D.

The naval engagements of Raj

Proud of his conquest, Rajendra assumed resounding surnames,.
such as Gangai-konda-Chola, Mudi-konda-chola, and Chol_a-ganga,
Maduranthaka, Niharili-Chola and Panditha-Chola. The last title men-
tioned also in Kalingattu-parani shows that he must have been consi-
dered a great scholar in Sanskrit and Tamil and a patron of letters.

The revival of learning in South India may be said to begin from
the date of Rajendra I. Saiva works of the type of Siddhanta Saraval
of Trilochana-Sivacharya must have been largely written and patronised
by the Chola who was himself a devout Saiva. Rajendra brought with
him from his North Indian campaigns Sivacharyas and their families to
conduct worship in his temples and settled them in Kanchi and in the
Chola country He was highly tolerant and bestowed on the Buddhists
and Jainas large grants of tax-free lands.

Rajendra centralized the system of his administration by in-
stituting village assemblies or local corporations, which had autcno-
mous duties. Their rights and privileges were guaranteed and were
rarely interfered with. They levied taxes and issued coins. Rajendra

struck coins in his own name. These are known as the Rajendra-
Cholan-Kasu and Madu-rantaka-devan-madai.

The King’s Household

Among the‘elder]y members in the King’s household two de-
SBigato, he mentioned, namely his paternal aunt, Rajaraja’s elder
sister. Kundavai-Alwar and Udayapirattiyar Sembiyan-madeviar, his

3 _

grand-mother, the pious consort of Gandharad; :
was much attached to them. Rajendra I hadr?hizia()ﬁ:e}t;}:. PRaJendra

Mahadevi, Dantipirattiyar, and a third Vira-mahadevi anchavan
vi.

tion of Rajadhi-raja I states that when Rajendra diegn }ilr.lsc;ip-
» s last
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Queen entered the supreme feet of Brahma committing Sa#; and was
buried in the very tomb of the King at Brahmadesam in North
Arcot district.

Rajendra I had three sons, Rajadhi-raja, Rajendra-deva and
Vira-rajendra, and a daughter Ammanga-devi, who married the East-
ern Chalukya King of Vengi.

Arts and Letters

Rajendra was a patron of the Arts. He endowed the actors
who dramatised the Raja-rajesvara-Nataka and Rajaraja Vijayam
during the festivities at the Tanjore Temple. The Temple was made
the seat of free learning and it was also the place wherefrom charit-
ies of every description were conducted. In the temple at Tiruvottiyur,
Vyakarana, Soma-Siddhanta and Panini’s grammar were taught, also
the Prabhakara, Rudra, Yamala, Purana, Sivadharma, Panchanga
and Bharatha. The king occasionally visited these institutions, and
made personal enquiries in cases of mal-administration of endowments.

Rajendra I ruled till 1045 A. p. and his son Rajadhiraja I succeed-
ed him on the Chola throne and after him his two other brothers in
succession till 1070 A. . Rajendra’s empire included almost the whole
area of the present Madras Presidency with Ceylon and a good portion
of Mysore inclusive of the states of Puducottah, Cochin and Travan-

core. The rulers of parts of the Central Provinces, Bombay and Bengal
were also feudatories of the Chola.
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MEANING OF A SECULAR STATE

' i i f the Foundation
h made by Sri Nehru on the occas'xon o
lfaS;;::c C:':mony of the Vivekananda Vidyalya, Anuradhapura.)

Shri Nehru in reply said that Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan hhad
made many interesting and intriguing points in his welcor}?e Sieic Ltcol
all of which he wished he had the time to reply. Even though he ha

a public meeting to attend for which he was already ha;lf a}tll hou'rdli;ea?r}lld
; cial train waiting to take him to Colqmbo .ShOFt y, he sai 2 e
:h?:ﬁd explain what was meant by India being a S_eEUIf“‘r Sf‘“‘fj : A
secular state”, he said, “did not mean a Government which was irreligious
or devoid of morals. On the contrary, a secular state was a Freg St:}te
and should be governed by the highest principles gf morality 'and Just.lce
to all in all their dealings”. He went on to.explam t'hat besides the im-
possibility in a democracy for a State being specnallly attach.ed to the
tenets and forms and formalities of a particular religion, which wogld
mean being guided or at least influenced by persons who were ogt81de
the democratic set up, it would be simpler for a State which is not
attached to any particular religion to treat equally its citizens without
having to bear in mind the religions to which they may belong. That
was not to say, he continued, that variety in religious beliefs, language
etc. was an inconvenient thing for a country and should be discouraged.
“Not at all. In fact,” he coucluded, “a garden is prettiest when it has
shrubs of different forms and flowers of a great variety of colours.”

“The name of Vivekananda means to me”, he said, “a lot more
than mere hero worship. He was one of the architects of free and inde-
pendent India”.

Shri Nehru expressed his pleasure that the Hindus of that
Province were actuated by the principles preached by Vivekananda.

“There was a time when we had so much confidence in our strength, mental or
other, that we allowed outside ideas to influence us. But a time came when ’we beca
afraid of new ideas. This fear was a sign of our growing weakness and we b by
c]gse the doors and windows of our minds. When you do this, you not (onl 1 Mgt
mlpds to new ideas but also prevent others from knowing y01’1r own ideas yI . O}S.e FoaE
society became a closed society which was a dangerous thing. It be as. EF“S way
people were divided by walls into thousands of groups of caste .'md cr ggn t’;ls. rink g.nd
overwhelmeq the minds of the people and the old spirit of ;dventee . h_ns casteism
people to China, Japan, Indonesia, Iran and other countries. was smc:ltrlfer:é 1C{1‘ht_00k otur

. 1S caste-

ism spread its tentacles so dangerously that
; people fr
from another as foreigners. Even going a.brop 2 DI bAr baseit e treat people

e, ad was 3 gk |
opposed to one’s religion.”"—Nelru. as considered a sin and something
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Conquest of Space

Man with his fertile imagination and powerful intellect, is unable to set a limit to
his ambitions. At first, he was satisfied with mere living, with his feet on the mother
Earth. Next he wanted to roam in the atmosphere that surrounds the Earth and was
satisfied in returning to the same or some other point on the surface of the Earth.
Again he is becoming restless. He wants to venture out into the space beyond the atmos.
phere and have a detached look at his home——the Earth, and if possible get to the other

planets.

Before an attempt at space-travel can be actually undertaken, we have first to
collect sufficient data about the region we wish to explore. Secondly, we have to equip
ourselves to survive in those regions under the conditions that prevail there. Thirdly,
living beings have to be sent up on trial flights. It is only after complete success in the
above stages is achieved that we can venture out with a fair chance of success.

Space satellites can give us the answers to a number of questions we would like
to ask about the space above us. With the launching of the first satellite by Russia,
we are assured of the means by which we can collect all the vital data that is needed for
the first stage in the human conquest of space.

The successful launching of a satellite involves the projection of a body at such a high
speed that its horizontal range extends beyond the measure of the earth. Once that is
done, the body goes round and round the Earth, under the action of gravity and the
centifugal force on it. Mathematicians have worked out that a speed of the order of
18,000 m. p. h. is needed for this, and if we could increase the speed to 25,000 m. p. he
we could escape into space once and for all.

The German V—2Rocket gave the first clue to the attainment of high velocities.
The use of liquid fuel, such as liquid oxygen, combined with liquid alcohol enable
speeds of nearly 5000 m. p. h. Then, the idea of the step-rocket, that is to have different
compartments in a rocket, each equipped with a propulsion and carTyiog Ebug
of the total load of fuel, so that the fuel tanks could be cast off when empty in successive
stages enable the achievement of higher velocities. The rocket fired by Russia is believed to
be a 3 staged one, shaped like a large lead-pencil. At the final stage only the spherical
metallic moon with a speed of 18,000 m. p. h, isleft, the other parts of the rocket,
having been jettisoned. The separation will occur as soon as it reaches the orbital speed.
The action though gentle will cause the satellite and rocket to travel somewhat in differ-
ent directions and with slightly different speeds. Thus the orbits of the two objects will
not be the same. The rocket, being lighter for its volume, than the satellite, will not be
able to withstand the air drag, and after a certain number of revolutions will be destroyed,
some time before the satellite meets with the same fate.

The satellite will be e
the density of the outer
meteoric impacts ;
measurement of ult
vital data needed b

quipped with instruments which will give information about
atmosphere ; temperatures inside and outside the satellite ;
pressure within the satellite, to reveal penetration by meteoric particles;
raviolet radiation and cosmic ray intensities. These are some of the
efore space-flights can become a reality.
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e difficulties. As we g0 higher and higher

i rabl 3
The second stage, presents innume the surroundings. The pressure of tHEcs

from the earth we expect several changes in . i
decreases so rapidly that for a man at heights above 13 miles, death comes q : }}1'
» conclusion as to what should be the space suit of the

ienti ave not come to any : - : :
E;Toet Sifllseigzsefsrc};cket. Then comes the problem of cosmic radlatlon{) wh1cl:. is ta. (;ro;ble;
some one. The effects of cosmic rays are not as dangerous .as have een.es imate .b ex
comes solar radiations and ultra-violet rays. The sun emits some of its rays in ursts.
But the earth’s atmosphere filters nearly all of them. In .space however., the ultra-
violet erruptions would hit our satellites and space vehicles u.mmpe'ded. It mlght be nec-
cessary to have covers of some type which can be kept closed 1n full sunshine. Next
comes the force of gravitation and meteor hazards. It has been found that. small acceler-
ations for a prolonged period affect the internal organs while large accelarations for a frac-
tion of a second affect the skeletal structure. Extensive studies of the meteor problem
has proved that a satellite will be punctured by a meteor about twice a month. Satisfac-
tory solutions to these problems have to be found before a space flight can be attempted..

The previlige of making the first space flight will probably go to animals like
the monkey. The valuable lives of scientists cannot be risked in a real space flight, till
a full dress rehearsal is tried out with other living beings.

It is true, that the stage has been set for the realisation of this ambition of man.
As we see there are many more obstaclss to be overcome. The satellite programme as
outlined during the Geophysical year shows, that space flights cannot remain a dream
for long.

S. THILLAIVANAN,
Hy. 8. € Sci

Ceylon and her Food Problem

Cey!on once the granary of the East, is now dependent on other countries for her
food ]su'pphes. The food grown in Ceylon is not sufficient to meet the needs of the entire
Zgi)eu ?(t)lronc.ungg ;: total (l)a;nd .surface of 116 million acres, only about 6% million are suit-
e 3lonrjl.i 4 this nearly 3% million acres are already under cultivation. So
=9 ,1 A ion acres of land are available for future development. If we

elop this barren land Ceylon can be self supporting in her food i
are al.so. dependent for most of our consumer goods on oth o i i R
dustrialise our country to save the money that is draj Zr .
money thus saved can be used for purposes of develoai)mmeensw

So we must in-
ay to other countries. The

1111 order to increase the food production of Ce
many colonisation schemes. The bi i
: : X ggest of these is the G i
;to :je:_sgll::it:: Gth?to 1207000 acres of land can be irrigateda;o(r)y?w T
also saved the };' ya is ablf.3 to supply 7,500 kilowatts of electri 'O Season's ¥ yea'r. b
astern provinces of Ceylon from frequent ﬂ;lgzlty. ghls s
9 esides bringing

ylon the Government has opened
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more land under cultivation, we should try to increase the yield per acre. In Japan and
Italy the farmers get as much as three times the yield we get in Ceylon. So to get a better
return the Government has introduced the Japanese method of cultivation and adopted
improved agricultural methods such as transplanting, harrowing the standing crop and
threshing. There are research institutions in many places to examine possibilities
for increasing the paddy yield.

There are some urgent reforms needed in the system of land tenure. Most land
owners lease out their lands to terants and the cultivator gets only a small share of the
total produce. So the cultivator does not take much interest in trying to increase pro-
duction. But now the government contemplates the introduction of a Paddy Land Bill
for the purpose of reforming our system of land tenure. This measure will by giving
security of tenure to the peasants, enable him to take interest in the cultivation of the
land.

We should not be entirely a rice eating nation. We should also use certain substi-
tutes for rice. We must also encourage our fishing industry. Though we have
a very long strip of sea coast about 800 miles in length around our country, especially in
the Northern and Eastern coasts, the fishing industry is in a rather un-developed and
backward state. We import tons and tons of dry fish from other countries. So we must
improve the fishing industry by supplying the fishermen with trawlers, steam boats and
other modern implements in place of their premitive type of craft—the out rigger canoe
and cattmaran. These crafts can neither follow a shoal fish for any length of time, nor

hold more than a very small catch. But the large nets drawn by the trawlers over the
ocean-field will bring a better catch.

The immediate sea floor off Ceylon coast is too rocky for trawler fishing. The
only suitable grounds are the Wadge Bank off Cape Comorin, some eight hours steaming
from Colombo and Pedro Bank, a few hours steaming from Point Pedro. Today our total
catch averages to about 40,000 tons, per annum. But we import nearly 40,000 tons, so
that Ceylon needs to double its production in order to attain self-sufficiency. If we

adopt the above mentioned methods we can increase our production of fish and could
make Ceylon-self-sufficient in this respect.

We must also improve our supply of dairy products, especially milk supply. Today
Ceylon is one of the countries which consumes the lowest quantity of milk in the world.
In the Tamankaduwa district of the North Central Province are areas of open land called
talawas and these form grazing land for cattle. In the Walawe Kirinde area too are
good pasture lands for cattle breeding. But it must be noted that Ceylon is very poor in
pasture lands. The existing ones are cropped over and over again and no attempts have

been made to cultivate grass or fertilize the pastures that are cropped. If we can im-
prove these, we can geta good supply of milk.

. To improve these the government has in recent yearsadopted sound methods to cul-
tivate grass and opened up a farm at Pollonaruwa. Imported bulls, cows, goats, buffaloes.
and pigs are kept here so that they may be in the first place get acclimatized. Later
select animals are used for stock-breeding purposes. Thus the improved milk cattle will
be a boon to the peasants. Our cattle have very little fodder grass during the warm

4
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s impossible without irrigation facilities.
hich grass can be stocked for months
e in his own farm land. If we im-
1k even in the dry periods of the year.

months. Even the cultivation of fodd.er gratis 1 :
Thus he must be shown the way to b‘ulld a si 'o in =
together. Later he too will build a silo for his ca

prove these conditions we can geta good supply of mi

By adopting these methods we can make our country self-supporting in the matter
ya

lies.
of food snppli PR P.-GUNATIEARA,

H.'S. C., Arts

U. N. O. & The Present World Situation

The great discoveries and inventions made by the scientists have totally change.d
the face of the world. Modern technology, modern modes of of transport and communi-
cations and the epoch making scientific developments have all brought the different parts
of the world closer together. Through the radio we can comunicate to the most distant
parts of the world in a short time. We can travel round the world in a short period of
two or three days. The net result of all these scientific developments resulted in bringing
the different parts of the world into closer contact with each other. Physically the world
is one ; but spiritually and politically the world is divided against itself. The root causes
of this division are: National rivalry, colonisation, exploitation, racialism and power-
politics. = These basic causes led to the recurrence of many wars ever since the 15th
century. The intensity of these wars in scale and and scope increased every time during
the last five decades. These wars engulfed the entire world. The destraction caused
by the world wars were so immense that nations were forced to find a way out to save
humanity from extinction.

This need to reconcile national rivalries and safeguard world peace led to fhe
establishment of the League of Nations in 1919, From the outset the withdrawal of the
U. S. A. from the League weakened it. Its attempts to secure international co-operation
and security was not crowned with success. It failed because it was unable to settle
disputes between powerful states. Thus it was unable to settle the Sino-Japanese dis-
putg. In 1931 Japanese troops invaded Manchuria. China appealed to the League of
Nations. The League of Nations appointed a commission to inquire into the sitg ti 4
The Japanese government did not accept the ILeague's proposals and withd uaf 1472
the League. Similarly during 1934—1936 the League’s advice was not heed I;ievg At
and it inv;ded Abyssinia. Italy also left the League. The general weaknesse:s ?nhey Itta‘]y
the organisaticn and its failures led to the outbreak of another World war. S o

The League of Naiions failed to preserve world
rivalries. World war 11 proved to be more destructive than Worlq
Wweapons threatened to exterminate humanity. The alternative t e
truction of everything. This realisation to ensure worlq pea(ce A

The atomic
as total des.
and prevent the outbreak
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of a third world war compelled the nations of the world to make an effort to establish
some sort of effective world organisation. The efforts made by the nations led to the
formation of the United Nations Organisation on 24th October, 1945 at San-Francisco
to save humanity from the scourge of war.

The U. N. O. is the symbol and hope of a new world, of the light dawning beyond
the clouds. The United Nations is “a voluntary organisation of sovereign states”. It
is an effort to establish some kind of world order. It is not a super state. M.embersh%p
is “open to all peace loving states”. The United Nations Organisation consists of six
main organs. They are:- the Genera Assembly, the Security Council, the Eeonomic
and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council and the International Court of Justice,
The basic function of the General Assembly is primarily to promote international co-
operation in political, economic, social, cultural, educational and medical fields. The
Security Council plays the vital role of settling disputes by negotiation, mediation, conci-
liation and thereby preserve world peace. The object of the economic and social council
is to free the world from want. Thus the functions and purposes of these organisations
are related to one another.

The world situation is in a state of instability. The present international situation
is dominated by the rivalry of power blocs and cold war. There is an atmosphere of
fear, hatred, suspicion and bitterness pervading the entire world. All the nations of the
world are armed to the teeth. The threat of a third world war is haunting all of us. The
out break of a third world war in the context of universal weapons of destruction such as
Inter-Continental Balistic Missiles, the Hydrogen and Atomic weapons will be the end
of everything. © The United Nations Organisation has some how or other succeeded in

averting a major war so far. Its efforts have been practically successful to some extent
in Suez, Palestine, Indo-China and Korea.

We are on the threshold of the Inter-planetary age. Man'’s capacity to destroy has
increased by leaps and bounds. The salvation of the world depends on the success of the
United Nations Organisation. Therefore it Is necessary to remedy the shortcomings of
the U. N. O. We must strengthen it and extend to it our whole-hearted co-operation.
The spiritual co-operation of all the nations of the world is indispensable for world peace.
We must meet abuse by courtesy, obstruction by reasonableness, suspicion and hatred
by trust and good will. We must put an end to power blocs, racialism, national rival-
ries, colonisation and exploitation of all kinds. We must stop rearmaments and help the
U. N. O. to promote disarmament. We must create an atmosphere of good will, trust,
confidence and co-operation which will put an end to the cold war. Humanity is at the
cross-roads. One step in the wrong direction means the end of all of us. Therefore

let us pray and work for the success of the U. N. O. and the establishment of world
peace.

T. BALASINGAM,
H. S. C., Arts.
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The Economy of Ceylon

The economy of Ceylon is of a quasi-feudal nature. The economy that prevailed
in Ceylon before the 15th century was a feudal economy. During the last five centuries,
Ceylon was under the dominance of European nations, viz. the Portuguese, the Duch and
the British who exploited the country for their own selfish ends. Whenever and wherever
it was profitable and advantageous for the westerners to modernize the feudal economy,
they modified it. The net result was that when Ceylon became an independent country

in 1948, her economy was neither modern nor feudal.

Political freedom loses its essential character if there is no economic freedom.
Therefore the economic development of Ccylon is the foremost task that confronts the
people of Ceylon. Ceylon’s economy is a lop-sided export - import economy. Three
of our commodities provide nearly all of our export income. Nearly 66% of our imports
consists of rice, foodstuffs, textiles and other essential consumer goods. Domestic pro-
duction of food stuffs is less than 50% of our home requirements. More than 85% of
the Ceylonese are either directly or indirectly concerned with agriculture and its associated
activities. Tho foregoing analysis reveals clearly that our economy is a lopsided one.

Ceylon is not self-safficient in the production of rice and other food stuffs. She is
dependent on foreign sources for her food supplies, and the increase of food production is
of paramount necessity. 60% of our total national income is spent on the import of food
stuffs. But this amount can be saved and used for other development projects if we can
produce at home all our requirements. It is estimated that 60% of the rice we consum
i§ imported from foreign countries. According to the official returns total producti ?
rice amounted to 19,00,000 bushels of paddy in 1955—56. Annual impofts of g
the other hand average 20,000,000 bushels. Thus half our requirements ar e
imported and production amounts to only half the total amount consumed ot

The cash crops of Ceylon are tea, rubber an .
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and materials that will help the development of an industrial economy. As such our
attention must be devoted to agricultural development. We can cut down as far as
possible most of our own imports of rice and foodstuffs and try to produce them in Ceylon.

The dry zone was once the granary of Ceylon. Before the 13th century Ceylon
was self-sufficient in food. Therefore if we can clear the jungles of the dry zone and
provide a reliable and continuous supply of irrigation facilities, we can expect better
results in our production of rice. Iand Tenure reforms, provision of co-operative faci-
lities, introduction of modern methods of agriculture will help to increase the overall pro-
duction of rice throughout the island. 3% million acres are already under cultivation
and about 31 million acres are available for future development.

There is not much possibility of large scale industialization in Ceylon. We can
focus attention on the development of light industries, cottage industries and handicrafts.
Such development will increase employment opportunities, national income and thereby
the standard of living of the people. Industrial development of the island to the extent
permissable will give the necessary balance to a lopsided and specialised economy. '

E. SOKALINGAM,
H.'S. €., Arts.

Is Science Fiction or Fact?

For good or bad, whether we like or not, the present world is made up and pow-
ered by science and technology. Our needs and comforts are met by its achievements
and we feel its impact wherever we may turn. The hectic advance of textile technology
has made all sorts of natural and artificial clothings to suit all tastes and needs ; the
preservation and processing of food has reached such excellent efficiency as to supply any
food, to any taste, to any part of the world with minimum wastage ; travelling and trans-
port has become unprecedently fast and pleasant with the present day streamlined cars,
electric locomotives and jet-planes, the product of fast advancing mechanical engineering ;
and the dissemination of knowledge, news and entertainments has reached astonishing
limits with, the radio, the television, the radar and other electronic developments of
the day. ;

At this juncture, it is interesting to look back into the history of the progress of
science and find out whether, as is often imagined, the discoveries of science have been
always based on hardfacts. Surprisingly enough the answer is ‘No’, for many a scientific
truth was born of a mere wild guess-work, characteristic of highly imaginative fiction.

Only the guessings were later followed up by explanatory experiments and search to sub-
stantiate the hypothesis.

When Copernicus .in the 16th century suggested the revolutionary idea that the earth
apd the plar.lets are revolving round the sun and not vice versa, did he ever experiment and
discover with sureness or was it just a correct wild guessing ? It was the latter. So too
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Jd that the square of the period of revolution (year) of >

conlor which s i
Kej be of the distance from the sun. Could he have measured

was the law of
| to the cu

planet is proportiona
and verified this truth ?

“Phat earth attracts bodies towards it”, was well known
before him. But it was his fertile tmagination \lvhi'(:h |»r()1:e:(:tfs(l t}l\isfidea in}:o the Heavens
and he correctly guessed and pmﬂululml that it is gmvnntmn&/h Orie tlgt governed B
motion of the heavenly bodies. Come to out uwn‘(:(-,ntury. at has Rutherford and
Bohr done ? Just supposed that atom to lm. having A planatory structure of protons,
neutrons and electrons and followed it up with uxpcrnmen?s .and d'a.ta to‘ show that the
guess-work is not fantastic.  Why ? IEinstien's t!mnry of linking time with space and
mass with energy started as products of imaginative gucss-work_s.. So too was Dalton’s
Atomic Theory and Avegadro's hypothesis, quite simple and familiar to every student of
science. Darwin when he put forward his theory of evolution, was only making an
imaginative suggestion for which evidence was later led. True, not all guessworks have
been found correct: many have gone wrong or misfired. Only the correct ones have

served and stood the test of time.

Coming again to Newton

It is interesting again to note that quite many of the scientific discoveries are
chance discoveries—just accidents which a scientific brain stumbled at, which, not being
brushed aside were followed up carefully to lead to important scientific truths. In 1895,
a German scientist, Rontgen, was experimenting with the Cathode Rays. Some barium
platinocyanide was near the apparatus, the Crooke’s tube. By a lucky accident Rontgen
saw that the barium platinocyanide flourescing or glowing. Rentgon knew well that it
was a ray from inside his tube that made the substance glow. But the tube itself was
covered with a black paper. So he concluded that the tube generated rays which could
penetrate opaque bodies and as little was known of its nature he called them X-rays. We
now kn.ow the immence benefit of X-rays in medicine and scientific study, which are
all owing to a Fhance discovery of Rontgen. Again a young wireless telegraph
Zﬁf::::t)fi:’:ﬂ; :rtt}i:fs }:l};o;k ::1;. wire;_elzss receiver noticed a curiou§ oc.casional increase of
i e, examinedpclzlrefulllls' def could no.t .ﬁnd any fault in his appartus. Roused
' Sy v ity s};,l :.:i oun(’irlt}'lat 1t occurred when rays of sun fell on the
=l ptaei g A ;Jm his l'ed to the use of selenium in the modern
So, too, was the discovery of Ra?li:rie n}t tele‘flsmn, a‘nd % y 3
on a long and tedious process of extract'in $ was an accident wh!ch sent Madame Curie

ting the metal. It was noticed that impure uranium

ore was more radi | ani i
ot oac'tlve than pure uranium itself. And this casual observation sent her
precious metal, which effort earned her the Nobel Prize

any photoelectric appliances.

S. SRI RAJASINGAM,
Sr. H. S: C., Se¢
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Hobbies and Their Uses

There isa well known saying, ‘“All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy,”
which means, Jack must have some sort of hobby or other. What is true in Jack’s case
is just as true in the case of every one of us. Therefore, we should  all endeavour to
cultivate some kind of hobby, and those of us who have our own special hobbies should
attempt to realise their educational value and not merely look on them as means of passing
our spare time.

Let us consider what a hobby really is. A hobby is an instructive and enjoyable
form of recreation. It can be said that the object of having a hobby is to give the mind
rest and relaxation from the ordinary routine of life. Life is full of worries and troubles.
We can dissolve and drown them by devoting our leisure hours to our hobbies. To the
boy who can do nothing but study all day long, the great game “Life” is nothing but
an empty dream. Everything in this world will seem boring to that person. Such a
person’s outlook usually becomes narrow and pessimistic. But a person who has a hobby
to fall back on, thinks that there is something in this world worth living for. This state
of mind is understood to be the basis of all creative activities. Such a person is of opti-
mistic views. So we can see that our hobby can easily mould our outlouk on life, thereby
going a long way towards forming our character.

There are innumerable kinds of hobbies, with a variety of forms and degrees of
usefulness. But all of them have a common object viz. ““To absorb the sorrows of life.”
Some of these hobbies that we all know are—stamp collecting (which has been described
as the king of hobbies) gardening, nature study, collecting photos, reading etc. It often
happens that one man’s hobby is another’s bread and butter. For instance, carpentry
gardening or radio engineering may be a hobby for one person, but for another it may
be a means of earning a livelihood. Great professors, scientists and leading men of all
walks of life have hobbies. Gardening for example, is said to be one of the hobbies in
which Bernard Shaw was usually absorbed during his leisure hours. Painting is Winston
Churchill’s hobby which enables him to forget the worries of his political life.

Thus we see that hobbies are really useful. They not only provide us with pleasure
and recreation but also tend to remove the tedium of life. There is nothing like a good
hobby to distract our attention from the things we do not like to think of. It has been
said that the idle man’s brain is the devil’s workshop. We should therefore have good
hobbies to keep ourselves busy, for, “constant occupation keeps away temptation.”

N. JAYARAJAH,
.G

“It was temples, temples all the way......

‘fLodak! Lodak ! Lodak! .... It was the sound made by the wheels of a bullock-
;3_'” Vf’}“Ch was going along the K. K. S. Road. Inside the cart was my old grand-father,
is friend, my brothers and I. We were going to the Kanthasamy temple at Mavidapuram.



On the way my grandfather began to talk. His talk v;ascribing i
people, who are always busy condemning younsg peop‘l‘e or esbeloved S T
ments. His talk was interesting to us. He told us, ~Oh my

el e anxious to hear what he
tell you some interesting stories ! A% er

wanted to tell us.

not like that of other old

hen he told this we W

ples. There are many temples

6 st heritage is the tem A 3 )
He began, “‘Our noblest heritag by the four great Hindu Saints in

in Ceylon as well as in India. Hymns have been sung
praise of some of these. These temples are the famous old temples. In Ceylon there are

many old temples. Sambandar and Sundaramurti have composed hymns on Thlrukl.{eth.
eecharam and Koneshwaram. The temple at T rincomalee was rebuilt apd that a t Thiruk-
ketheecharam renovated a few years ago. There were two old gigantic temples at these
sites. The old temple at Trinco is said to have been demolished by the Putch and 't}?at
at Thirukketheecharam by the Portuguese. The holy of the holies with .the deities
at the two places are said to have gone under the sea and the earth respectively. The
new temple at Thirukketheecharam is now under the management of a Restoration Com-
mittee of which Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan is the chairman. Thousands of people go to
these temples for worship.”

“Now children”, he continued, “the temple at Murugandy is the famous temple
on the way to Colombo. People belonging to all religions before passing this temple stop
at this temple and pray to God. If anyone passed the temple without worshipping God,
he must be ready to meet with any harm.

Then he began to tell the story of Maviddapuram temple. We knew it well but
we listened to him. Ma-Vidda-Puram means literally the town where the horse (facial
expression) was changed. He told us that a certain princess from Chola called Marutha.
purathavalli was suffering from convulsions. As a result her face got deformed and had
the appearance of a horse’s head. The princess came to Ceylon bathed in the spring at
Keerimalai and worshipped at the temple at Maviddapuram. Her fascial expression is
said to have gradually changed and to have become normal. He continued, “All of you
RN e Lo ot o s s
hymns in praise of Kathirgamam. So ;ve can ged fl: San'g S T_hlruppugal , e
know that there is a temple at Polanaruwa bu'lltlci) a; o g
temple at Kochchikade in Colombo. It was buillt b ; t' Fedenn . Then s SR

y Sir Ponnambalam Ramanathan.

Each pillar in the temple exhibits the spl '
plendour of the Hindu it i
to note that each pillar has been carved from a single rock S e S5 A WA

Do you

43
Some Hindu temples were destroyved b
3 y the Dutch and the P
Kanthaswamy temple and the temple at Nainativu were destroyed bortUgueS& The
renovated when I was a small boy.” SRV tham ung fhey O

Then he stopped his talk and said that
) t we had L
raised our heads and looked at the tall Gopuram rs? o destination. We then
front of us. the Maviddapuram temple in

M. SREETHARAN,
Prep.G.C. E. (B)
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My Visit to Mutur

On the morning of the 5th of June, we packed our things and got ready for the
journey. At about 2-30 p. m. we set out on our journey in my uncle’s car. We arrived
at Murikandi atabout 5p.m. Asusual we burnt camphor in front of the temple and
broke a cocoanut. After resting for half an hour, we resumed our journey. Then we
reached Vavuniya. We halted here for a short while and then started on our journey
motoring along the Vavuniya—Horapatana road. We had a hearty dinner at the Hora-
patana Rest House. The Rest House is beautifully situated in front of a tank. Having
resumed our journey we reached Trincomalee late in the night.

We stayed with a relation of ours for the night at China Bay. The next day we
went to the Kannya Hot We&:lls and had a good bath there. From there we went to
Koneswaram Rock temple. On the way to the Rock Shrine we saw many herds of deer
and a large number of monkeys. With the help of my uncle’s friend we looked round
the Trincomalee harbour where we saw British battleships and sea-planes.

At 3 p. m. we set out for Mutur. On the way we had to cross four ferries. The
first was the Kanniya motor ferry which took about ten minutes to cross over. The
other ferries were namely “‘Uppathi ferry”, “Ganga ferry” and ‘“Mutur ferry”. The ferry
boats moved slowly as they were rowed by men. The last ferry took more time to cross
because it had to come from the other end of the river. We were received by my uncle
who was the D. M. O. of the Mutur hospital.

The next day we visited many places of interest. First we went to see the historic
Tamarind Tree under which Robert Knox was captured. Then we went to Verukal
Kandasamy Temple situated on the bank of the Mahaweliganga. On the way we saw
the Allai Colonisation Scheme. After lunch we went to Seruwaila Buddhist Dagoba
supposed to have been built by Kavan Tissa. On the following day we went to the Foul
Point Light House and climbed it. From the top we saw the picturesque scenery below.

We stayed at Mutur for four days and enjoyed ourselves very well. Mutur is in-

habited chiefly by Muslims. On the return journey I saw a fight between two snakes. This
I cannot forget in my life.

A. ANANANDA CUMARASWAMY,
Drep. S. S. C.

An evening by the sea side

One evening my friends and I went to the sea shore. It was a lovely calm even-
ing. The sea was quiet and a gentle breeze was blowing from the sea. It made me very
happy to walk along the sea shore. I saw many people along the beach. Some were
reading newspapers and magazines and some were talking to each other about the forth-
cor.ning Municipal elections. Some were sitting comfortably on the white sand and were
€njoying the lovely scenery and the cool breeze.

5
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Very far into the sea I saw a few fishing boats moving about with fisherman who
were engaged in fishing.

Small children were building castles in the sand and als;o were ltl’ylfllg Fokizttl}?;:
sand heap. While I was walking all alone quietly, I saw beautiful shells. tplchan g
up and put them in a piece of cloth to be taken home. The sky bega.r;l odc ’ g .
colour as night was approaching quietly. The blue sky became red anfl then dark as the
sun went down. It was a lovely scenery to see the setting sun. My friends told me that
we should return home and prepare our lessons for the next day. All of us left the beach
and returned to our houses.

M. S. M. HALEEMA,
Prep. S. S. C.

My Visit to a Fair

1 always wished to visit a fair. It wasona market day that I had the chance of
visiting the fair at Chunnakam. I was told that the fair starts usually early in the morn-
ing. So I got up early in the morning and went to Chunnakam on my bicycle with my
friend Ratnam. We reached the market at 6 o’clock. I was surprised to see that the
fair had already started at the early hour of the day.

There were many bullock-carts passing here and there loaded with bunches of
plantains, pumpkins, drumsticks, onions and other vegetables. On one side of the fair
there were heaps of coconuts, brinjals, goads and on another side were oranges, limes
and betel-leaves.

There were several lorries loading and unloading rice, paddy, kurrakan and other
grains. Many people were rushing here and there to buy and sell things, They were
shouting and talking all the time. One can notice men and women in equal numbers
among the buyers and the sellers. Children too were running here and there after their
mothers. requesting them to buy ice-cream for them. We also saw some men acting as
brokers in the sale and purchase of the things brought to the fair. Small children can b
seen standing round the sweet sellers and ice-cream vendors. I was very happy to Lth' lf
that the Jaffna people need not depend on imported vegitables for their dailpyn d e 1
spent about three hours in the market in seeing different things and visitin va:i & 11
At about noon my friend and I went to a cafe and had a, hearty breakfastg A 19‘151 .
we bought vegetables, oranges, kingjams and returned home. On the Wa.y 58 s:\tvef;?:r
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where tobacco, plantains and onions were
. grown and how
arrived home and had our lunch. they were watersd. We

. SURENTHIRANATHAN,
Prep. S. 8. €.
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My School Life

School life is not always happy. When I was a small child my father took me one
day to our school. I saw many small children of my age in the school. Their parentg
have brought them for admission in the Lower Kindergarten Class. At first the teacher
gave a ‘pa'myrah leaf’ to me, where the Tamil alphabets were written. I was asked
to read them one by one. I read them without any help and the teacher was much pleased
with me.

On the next day I went to school with my brothers. They took me to a class
where there were small children. 1 saw many new faces in the class. During the first
few days at school I didn’t like to stay in the class room throughout the day. I liked to
get out and play with the other children who were sitting outside the class. Now and then
I went to my sister who was in the upper class.

When I got used to the surroundings I began to feel happy. I talked and played
with my companions. I studied my lessons carefully and was praised by my teachers as
a good student. I am now in the eighth standard. I always think about my - studies
when I am in the class room. Many subjects are taught to us in the class and every
subject is interesting to me.

In the evening I play games with my school mates which help to develop our good
qualities and give exercise to our body. 3

Our school belongs to the Ramakrishna Mission, and we are taught the life and
teachings of the great saints. We are taught to be religious and to help our neighbours.
By studying in this school we are able to lead a good life. I cannot forget my early days
in school.

M. SRIDEVI,
Std. 8

One Rainy Morning

As I was on my way to school last week, there were dark clouds in the sky.
Thunder and lightning made me think that we would have a heavy shower soon. So
I hurried to the school. I had not gone even half the distance when it began to rain.
I took shelter ina nearby house. I watched the rain from the verandah of the house.
Water was flowing all over the dusty road. All the drains were full of water and the
dirt in them was washed away. All the dirty matter on the road was swept into the
drains. Still there was thunder but slowly the dark clouds cleared up. After sometime
there was only a slight drizzle and there were signs of the rain ceasing. Rickshaw coolies
were taking the people, who were stranded owing to the rain.

Some people who were getting late for their buses hurried on. Some kept their
handkerchiefs on their heads and walked along the road. Some had umbrellas, and others
who dld not mind getting wet, rode on bicycles. All were hurrying to their offices. The
road was busy once again. I did not mind the slight drizzle and putting my handkerchief

on my head, hurried to school. The roads were well cleaned after the heavy shower.
‘When I reached school, it was very late.

S. SIVAGNANADEVI,
Std. 8.



Ramakrishna Mission Vaidyeshwara Vidyalzilya
Old Students’ Association——Colombo Branc

i he Colombo

The Old Student's Day Celebrations and theRI naui?;:;nhfeizlir;fiof ;—Iall, Raams.
Branch of the above Association were held at the f ama . %, At arnail
krishna Road, Wellewatte, on Sundax the 16th. of June % (;ld saen’ i € ohiealid
B. A., Principal of the College presided ar?d most of the
and outstations were present on this occasion. :

The items of the day commenced at 3 p. m. with the Inaugural Meeting an((il
the Constitution of the Colombo Branch was adopted, . and. the Office Bearers an
Members of the Executive Committee were elected—Vide list below. :

The meeting was followed by a Tea Party at 5p. m. to tbe accompar.ument
of Musical Items. Sir Kanthiah Vaithianathan, Mr. Manicka Idaikkadar, Director
of Census and Statisties, Mr. M. M. Abdul Cader, Magistrate, Negombo.and Sw;.;,mi
Prematmananda of the Ramakrishna Mission, were the chief guests on thl.S occasion.
Dr. N. M. Perera M. P. who too was invited as a chief guest regretted his inability to
be present, as he returned to Ceylon from China only the previous evening and had
many other important items to attend to on this day. After the Tea Party .and the
Musical Items, the president, Mr. S. Ambikaipakan, addressed the gathering and
requested the distinguished guests to speak a few words. Every one of the chief
guests made interesting and instructive speeches. The secretary, on behalf of the
Association.. thanked the chief guests and the others present, and the celebrations came
to a successful closeat 7 p. m.

Press Representatives were present and the account of the day’s proceedings
appeared in most of the papers.

The list of the Office Bearers and the Members of the Executive Committee
for the Year 1957—1958 is as follows :-

President — The Principal ( Ex. Officio )
{ Mr. M. M. Abdul Cader
Mr. V. Sathasivam

Vice Presidents

Secretary — Mr. C. Vamadevan
Asst. Secretary — Mr. S. Thirunavukkarasu
Treasurer — Mr. V. Thirunavukkarasu
Asst. Treasurer — Mr. S. C. Navaratnam
COMMITTEE
;. Mr. 1% ’é‘hﬁg}b}}: 12. Mr. J. M. Ameen
3: ,’,’ K.. Tl;l anli) . 111 o SS £ Ketheeswaranathan
’ o 5 . Ratnasabapath
‘;. % § (S}w?lpragasam 15 Mrs. S, P. Mylvap;a.n;,m
e Mu‘usamy 16. ,,  C. Nadarajah
7- ” M' Kylvaganam 17. Mr. A. Srinivasan
8. » . ‘anag.asabapathy 18 - S W M. M
v st IR Sornalingam 2 SRR Y M lIbutu} Mohamed
2 2 ;[har\l;z)l;f:ntahthan 20, "1 N, Mahéndr;j:;;;l
. ”» . . athan 9 ¥
11, . .« C. M -Ansari C U R o Sivasubramaniam
Auditor
Mr. C. Ramanathan C. VAMADEVAN,

Hony. Secretary.
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