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APPRECIATION

K. StvaGURUNATHAN (KASIN)

A highly respected senior journalist of the twentieth century passed away
on the 13" of January 2003 at Bambalapitiya in Colombo.He is Mr
Sivagurunathan known to everyone as “Kasin”. He was born at Puloppalai
in the north on 20" December 1920. After completing his studies he
took to teaching and retired as Principal of Uduthurai Maha Vidyalaya.

He cut his teeth in journalism in 1946 when he wrote to the then leading
Tamil weekly “Eelakesari” published in Jaffna. He started with articles
on various topics and turned to short stories, later. He went further when
he started writing novels. He wrote regularly for over four decades. His
numerous sketches were looked forward to by thousands of readers. His
novels were serialized in that weekly and its sales went up due to the
beauty of his writing. He created lovable characters in these novels.
Ultimately he became a lovable person very much like those characters.
His novel “Kumari Ranjitham” was considered a masterpiece of the time,
so was “Sakadayogam”, a novel much flavoured with humour that bore

malice to none. These two novels were reprinted recently.

“Ithaya Ootru”, “Thedivantha selvam”, “Katpakam”, “Nithanapuri”,
“Kandeduththa kadithangal” are a few of his other novels. He also took
to analytical writing on literary topics and education. He wrote these
articles under a pen-name, “Sattampiyar”. Some of his short stories were
broadcast over the radio. He also did a programme for the SLBC called
“Kavithai inpam”. He kept on writing to the papers, mostly humourous
articles till the end. He had the knack of giving humourous twist to any
incident or situation that he saw anywhere even on Galle Face Green.

A celebrated South Indian novelist and literary giant, the late “Kalki” R.
Krishnamoorthy, commenting on his short stories said that those were

“quite good” and not second to the best short stories that come out in
“Tamil Nadu.”



He was honoured in 1994 at a felicitation ceremony organized by “Ilankai
Ilakkiya Peravai”. Thereafter in 1999, the “Colombo Tamil Sangam”
honoured him with the title “Iyat Tamil Vittakar”. He was given the
“Kalabooshanam” award in 2000 by the Department of Cultural Affairs.
I had the good fortune of meeting him when that versatile editor of
“Mallikai” Dominic Jeeva, honoured him with the golden shawl of his

eightieth birthday.

He leaves boloved Rasammah, sons Pushpanathan (Architect), Sabanathan
(Sri Lanka Customs), and Ketheeswaranathan (Computer Analyst)
daughters Pushparany (Mrs P Ananthalingam), and Selvarany (Mrs K

Shanmugam).
May his soul rest in peace!

S M Haniffa

Attorney-at-law Rajagiriya
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