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Message from Our President

| am privileged and honoured, as the president of Ma-
hajana College Old Students' Association UK, to wel-
come you all to Mahajana Day 2016.This is the 27th
year of this event when Mahajanans, their families and
friends get-together and celebrate.

Today we have a variety of events so that everyone of you can participate
and enjoy yourselves. | hope this day will also give you all an opportunity to
meet other Mahajanans and reminisce the good old days and glory of Maha-
jana College.

| am delighted to welcome Mr Apputhurai Loganathan C Eng MIET.,as our
Chief Guest today. Mr. Loganathan is a contemporary of myself at Mahajana
College in the 1960s. | vividly remember the good time we all had during
these glorious years. Mr Loganthan, as some of you may remember, was an
excellent sports personality. He played Cricket and Football for the school.
When the Mahajana College First Eleven Football team became the JSSA
champions for the First time in 1964, an article in the Daily Mirror highlighted
that Mr Loganathan put up a sound defence at right back and "kicked the ball
with great power". He had also excelled in Athletics and was the Athletic
Captain of his House. He created a new school record in Discuss Throw in
1964 by achieving a distance of just over 108feet. He was a popular pu-

pil and he held the post of Secretary of HSC Union of the school. At present
Mr Loganathan is working for Transport For London as a Civil Engineer.

| am also delighted to welcome Mr Hariharan as our Guest of Honour. He is
the current President of Mahajana College OSA France. He attended Maha-
jana College between 1973 and 1981.He had been a President Scout and a
Prefect of the school. He is a Fashion Designer by profession and works in
Fashion Industry in France.

Our Adult Football Team in UK has been performing extremely well in the in
the recent past. |n the Tamil League they had been the Champions since
2007/08 season apart from 2009/10 and 2015/16 seasons when they were
Runners Up. They have been the Cup Winners last 3 years.




President’s Message—Continue

They joined the Kingston and District League at Division 2 three years ago
and were promoted to Premiere League the following year. They were 4th in
the Premiere League last season and 5Sth the previous year. They were the
Champions at the last TSSA tournament. My congratulations go to the play-
ers and the Manager of the team. | regret that our younger teams, on the
other hand, have deteriorated in their performance. | feel this is mainly due to
the lack of consistent coaching as we did not have committed personnel to
take on the responsibility of these teams. However, | am pleased that one of
our Patrons along with his team has taken the initiative to revitalise the
young football teams. | am also pleased that several members have come
forward to help us in this endeavour. | take this opportunity to thank all of
them for their effort and generosity.

Our school in Tellippalai continues to progress very well in their Academic
and Extra Curricular achievements. The results of GCE Ordinary Level

and Advanced Level examinations have improved significantly and the num-
ber of University entrants has increased. Likewise, they are doing well in
various sports. As recent as last week, Miss Anitha Jegatheeswaran won a
Gold Medal in Pole Vault in the National Athletic Competition held in Co-
lombo. | would like to take his opportunity to thank and congratulate the
Principal, Mr Maniseharan, his staff and the pupils of Mahajana College for
their hard work. As most of you are aware we, along with other OSAs world-
wide, continue to support the school morally and financially.

We have also established an International Mahajanans Trust Fund in Sri-
Lanka and at present we have a fund of Rs 85 Lakhs in a fixed deposit
scheme in the Bank. The interest from this will be utilised for appropriate
projects of the school. | thank the Centenary Committee and all those Maha-
janans who have contributed towards this fund.

I would like to take this opportunity to launch an appeal to all Mahajanans.
We need your active involvement and support to our OSA with a view to im-
proving the welfare of Mahajanans here in UK as well as the pupils in Tellip-
palai. Any contribution,however small it may be, will be much appreciated.

| thank our Chief Guest, Guest of Honour, all the Mahajanans, their families .
and friends who are here today for your presence and support. Have an en-
joyable day. .

Dr Theva Nathan
President
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Message from the_ Chief Guest

| deem it a great privilege to be associated
with the Mahajana Open Day 2016 organ-
ised by the UK branch of the Old Students
Association. Unsurprisingly and unfailingly a
get together of this nature triggers a walk
down the memory lane.

Mahajana is unique. Though its origins and
the setting are essentially rustic, its student
population reflected the nation’s demogra-
phy. Students from far flung corners flocked
to Mahajana due to the academic excellence
maintained by the devoted pedagogues. The
students reciprocated with their commitment
to the educational advancement and to the
founding mission of the school.

The visionary founding father, Late Mr Thuraiappahpillai envisaged that the
school he founded in the idyllic village of Tellippalai will eventually become
the fulcrum for the academic advancement of the not so privileged children
from the surrounding areas. His mission and vision were given a shot in the
arm by his able and highly respected son Late Mr T T Jayaratnam, at whose
feet | was privileged to study. | vividly remember the happy days | spent at
the classroom and the sports field. | still cherish the friendships fostered
whilst a student at Mahajana.

| have no doubt whatsoever that the forthcoming Open day will be as re-
sounding a success as ever. | look forward to renew the friendships and
chew the cud together.

A Loganathan
15 July 2016.
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OUR FUTURE EVENTS—2016
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8 _1b:
Richard Challoner School
New malden
Surrey KT3 5PE

Annual Dinner & Dance

Date:
Sunday, 18 December 2016—6.00 PM

Venue:
NAKSHATRA BANQUETING HALL
Snakey Lane
Feltham
Hounslow
Middlesex TW13 7NA
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