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Myth: People on welfare are usually black, teenage
mothers who stay on ten years at a time.

Fact: Most welfare recipients are non-black, adult and
an welfare less than two years at a time.

Here are the statistics on welfare recipients:

Traits of families on AFDC (1)

White 38.8%

Black 37.2
Hispanic-17.8
Asian 28
Other 34
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Please forgive me for responding in English. | am not a competent
Tamil typist.

In Uyirnizhal 31, The first article, Fahima Jahan’s
interview, is essentially balanced, but flawed in its
representation of history.Sinhala chauvinist politics is over
a century old. The first act of communal violence was
against catholics in Kochikade, Negombo. The firston a
national scale was anti-Muslim in 1915. The Donoughmore
constitution sharpened the contradiction between the elite
of the Sinhala and ‘Ceylon Tamil’'nationalities. What
happened in 1948 was in essence more cruel than any
anti-Tamil violence at least until 1983 when the physical
existence of a nationality was challenged by the state.The
roots of the Tamil nationalist armed campaign precede
1977, and political killings start with the murder of
Duraiappaa, for which many Tamil nationalists have thus
far failed to ‘express regret, let alone denounce. Ethno-
political violence in the country has a much longer history.
The violence of 1958 was not quite surpassed in 1977,
but is forgotten in the interview.Whether the LTTE read
Ranil W correctly ot not is one matter, but the US

“sponsored agenda was to disarm the LTTE and destroy
it as a ‘terrorist’ outfit. | have no reason to think that the
election of RW would have made any difference in
substance to the conflict. In fact the UNP was unwilling
to address the stalemate of 2003 with anu seriousness.
I can go on in this vein, but these are not fundamental
flaws in Fahima Jahan’s outlook, but her understanding
of history. Her overall outlook is healthy.What | firmly

refuse to share is her pessimism. Also she could have

emphasised that the Muslims and Hill Country Tamils
are distinct nationalities.
Lenin Mathivanam'’s article is not particularly coherent
and, to add to that,it ends. abruptly. The article on
~Kurdistan is informative, but ducks the issues relating to
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present situation. The PKK suffered a severe set back
after Ocalan’s arrest; the campaign did not intensify
immediately after. It too a few years to recover.

It is rather strange that Sivalingam attributes the
failure of the Tamil struggle to the secessionist approach.
That was not the fundamental flaw. The lack of political
democracy in Tamil nationalism fro very early on was at
the root of its failings. One cannot talk about solutions
within a united SriLanka without emphasising the right
of nationalities to self-determination.Without it the
solution will be flawed. While the criticism of various false
moves is acceptable, there is a strong tendency to skip
past several important failures of movements other than
the LTTE.

Kalaiyarasan’s article is generally well informed.But
| was surprised by the comment that Burgher military
officers were involved in the Coup. If at all FC de Sarem
was the only one with any Burgherlineage, and |
understand that he distanced himself from Burgher
identity. The coup was masterminded by Christian officers
(not Catholics).Many Burghers started leaving the island
at the first possible opportunity after the Sinhala Only
Actin 1956. It was a shift in Australia’s immigration policy
to let people with ’50% or more of European blood’ enter
Australia shortly after which accelerated Burgher
emigration. Also the Ceylon Army was not a large force
at the time. It expanded rapidly following civil unrest,
especially the one in 1971 April. It was the police that
controlled the hartal of 1954 and other workers unrests.
In 1958 the army was called in after a state of emergency
was declared. It happened again in 1961 after the
satiagraha campaign was messed up by a handful of FP
leaders. Then on, it was common place to declare a state
of emergency. Of course, JRJ refused to declare a state
of emergency after the violence of 1977.

: Sincerely, Sivasegaram
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