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@ Morijarias Toys & Gifts Ltd.

| Wholesale Cash & Carry
Toys - Stationary - Tools - Tapes - Omaments - Vases

Rope "Om” Lights Ornaments

Fireworks
Household Goods - Hair Accessories - Confectionery

Opening Times
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Morjarias House

NOI‘H‘I Circular Road Trade Monday 9.30 am ~ EDme
Junction Abbey Road Tuesday  9.30 am — 8.00pm
London NW10 7UD Only Wednesday 9.30 am — 6.00pm

) Thursday  9.30 am - 8.00pm
www.mtl-toys-gifts.co.uk Friday 9.30 am - 8.00pm

Saturday  9.00 am - Midday
Tel: 020-8357 1554 | Sunday 900 am - 3.00pm

London Murasu October-December 2004
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1" - Specuallsfs in Raqutham and Gu;qrqh Costumes
Over 1000 Costumes in stock
Hiring is our speciality

Contact :
Girish or Gauri Chandegra
020 8550 7507
07789 716 738
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i& RIS Music Dance Drama Concerts

angai Oliyum Veena
Gaanamum

A charity concert in aid
of Sarada Sevashramam -
Ramakrishna Mission,
Point Pedro, Sri Lanka
was presented on 30th
July 2004 at Winston
Chure billd Hatly,
Ruislip,west London by
young outstanding
talents Shivashankari
Shanmuganathan and
Mayooran Kandasamy.

The accompanying
artistes were Smt. Shanthi Thayaparan (Nattuvangam), Sri
Kutralam Nagarajan (Vocal), Sri R. N. Prakash (Mirudangam),
Balu Raghuraman (Violin) and also young talented artistes
Jeevani Sivananthan (Flute), Revathi Selvarajah (Veena) and
Abi Sahadevan (Ganjira). This fine cultural evening, was well

attended.

Sivashankari commenced the
___ programme with Ganesha
- 71 Vandanam in Nattai Raagam,
By Aadi Thalam and there after
" chose a Keerthanam
— % composed by Arunachala
Kavirayar - En Palli Kondeer
Iyah in Raagamalika Raagam, Aadi Thalam. This Keerthanam was dedicated to Lord Vishnu, the presiding
Deity at Sri Rangam, Trichy. Here, and in the next item, which was a Padam, Meenakshi Kalyanam in
Raagamalika, Thaalam Kandachappu and finally a Sai Bhajan - Shivashankari's confidence and her
beautiful unique style ofabinayam was greatly applauded by the audience.

Mayooran Kandasamy

Mayooran commenced the programme with the Kritti in Praise of Lord Ganesh - Gajana Naiyatha
Ganeshwaram, Raagam -Chakravakam, Thaalam- Aadi; composed by Muthuswami Dikshithar. There
after he selected a very beautiful Keerthanam-Mokshamu Galada, Raagam Saramathi, Thaalam Aadi,
composed by Thyagarajah Swami; followed by Thillana in Revathy Raagam, Aadi Thaalam, composed by
Lalgudi Jeyaraman and delivered it in style with high standard for which Mayooran received a warm
appreciation from the audience.
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Tharan Sivagurunathan

The Miruthanga Arangetram of Tharan Sivagurunathan, disciple of
Sri. K. Anandanadesan was staged on 21st August 2004 at the Logan
Hall, central London. The highlight of the programme was the vocal
accompaniment by Dr. Seergazhi Siva Chidambaram- the musical

talent and son of the legendary Seergazhi Govindarajan.
Chief Guest: Sri. Manickam Yogeswaran

Guest of Honour: Shri. Jay Parakash Lakhani, Head of Vivekananda

Centre, London.

Special Guest: Sri. Kamalanatha Kurukkal, Chief priest, Enfield

Nagapooshani Ambal Temple.

SAMRAS - 2000

Original Tamil, Hindi, Malayalam &
Telugu Video, Audio, CDs & DVDs for
Wholesale & Retail

S0, wemeowimend, OCHRIG, @b
allgBuim, @uur g, afipBunr g, .6,
AeuBriBE ovewiLafled FAmbs el Busna
__egruend - gmbgreiv - 2000. S WGHS
SIBILS ™ Qg UHSHL LTL 6056,
TR HenFUILL BIssTT, Lgul -
-~ uepw  Fleyl UL
 UTL60&6TT,  DIen6NSHnHU|LD
96y BL b g e
- QuUBBIECETETEN  QH(LLEHD
aUbSH] LIT(HRISHEI.

174 Tooting High Street
Tooting
London SW17 ORX

L)

- ¥ Tel: 020-8672 9300
famrutham

IV EVAD

%

Open Daily 11am-11pm

Kavitha Varatharasasingham

Vinothini Shanmuganathan of Natyalaya-IL.ondon
added another feather to her cap with the successful
Arangetram of Kavitha Varatharasasingham on 3rd
July 2004, at the I.ogan Hall, central London.

Chief guest: Writer/performer Mrs. Rani Moorthy
Guest of Honour: Mrs.Pamela Wilkes, Head Mistress
- Wimbledon High School, London.

LONDON VIDEOS

Sales & Rental in
Original Tamil, Hindi & Malayalam
Videos, VCDs, DVDs, Audios & CDs

359 London Road Croydon CRO 3PB
Tel: 020-8239 8806 Fox: U20-5240 0401
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had won places in the finals of the Can U Cut It
fashion designing competition held recently. The fashion
show was one of the highlights of the Colleges’s creative
festival which showcased the achievements of the students in
the creative arts courses.

n
S 7 oung Sentheepa Balasubramaniam, of the Croydon Beq uw & FGSh Ion

College, south London, along with Dionne Smith,
A (‘ ; 1 ]

Sentheeba (21)born in Sri Lanka had moved with her family
to Denmark at the age of 2. Having married Sasikumar at
the age of 18, she moved to London. “Since my childhood,
my dream was to become a fashion designer, said Sentheeba;
but my family was against it, saying that there is no future in
it. But I had confidence that I could be a successful
designer.” Having studied the English language, she joined
the BTEC national diploma course in fashion design at
Croydon College.

“In the {inal year of the two year course we had to choose a
theme for the final major project. I chose the theme of
Cuiture contrast in India. I went and looked at the life of
rich and poor in India, which was very interesting, as 1
didn't have a lot 6¢f knowledge about the life in Asia.” said
Sentheeba.

g “w~ SENTHEEPA

s an outcome from that theme, we had to design garments. Produce it in
a way to go with the theme. We had to present the work in a catwalk
show, which was held in Whitgift Centre in Croydon on 23rd June 2004.

“From the work I produced, I was selected to be in the National Competition
organised by the London College of Fashion. That was a big achievement for me.
I would never think I would take part in a national competition involving with
50 other Fashion Colleges. I was delighted when my work was on the show, you
just feel proud, and I wouldn't have done all this without my husband's help. He
supported me throughonut, and reminded me that I could do it. I felt very
lucky.”exclaimed Sentheeba.

L
Bikini Beauty Mania
Hindu and Buddhist Deities
on designer underwear
infringes religious feelings

- L
-~ k-
-, 3

- -
o ke =%

alf-naked fashion-wear mania has no limits. Any means to sell and make = "

quick bucks is the ethics of fashion designers. The Hindu Human Rights f

Group in London has complained to Harrods of Knightsbridge, London
after being spotted displaying bikinis with Hindu Deities depicted on them. These
half-naked beauty wears are being manufactured by and displayed in all Roberto
Cavalli boutiques worldwide. For those who are interested in joining the protest,
The Hindu Human Rights Group could be contacted on email:
hinduhumanrights@yahoo.com ; Their website is: www.hinduhumanrights.org
In a similar fashion scandal, Ondademar, the manufacturer of the Buddha bikinis
(see picture) were forced to withdraw their half naked wears and offer open
apologies when Buddhists rose up and protested. In a concerted global effort the
Buddhists raised their objection and won.
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London Murasu
English

Short Story
Competition

In line with the
London Murasu Tamil Short Story
Competition
London Murasu announces A world-
wide English Short Story Competition

Short stories translated from Tamil or
originally written in English,
encompassing the modern social life
of the Tamil diaspora are welcome.

Closing Date
30th June 2005

"KNOW YOUR
FUTURE”

Look forward to the coming years
with help of Eastern Astrology

Seek sound astrological advise to
solve your problems

CONSULT VIDOOSHI
MRS B.POTA

Who predicted Conservative Victory in 1992
Imran Khan’s wedding in 1995
Labour’s Victory in 1997

The first Indian Lady Astrologer and
Palmist Practising in Britain
for over 30 years

WIDE INTERNATIONAL CLIENTELE

70 Taunton Way, Stanmore HA7 1DG
TEL: 020 8357 0866 for appt. (Day time)

Fax: 020 86213022
Email: bhavna@VIDOSHI.fSnet.co.uk

VEISFHHERS TO LONDONMURASU

From KUMARAVEL

Burlingtofr Road Post Office «
ALL DRINKS OFF LIEENCE

82, Burlington Road
New Malden
Surrey K13 4NU

0208 949 6734 0208 949 4466
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The Lawyer Who Rocked the United Nations

Procured for elite UK University Libraries

The Lawyer who Rocked the United Nations - Biography of Vaikuntha Vasan, the hard back volume,
launched last year in London is continuing to be in demand ! United Kingdom's elite Libraries have realised the
importance of this book and have placed it among their treasures of knowledge and information. The Libraries
of the University of Oxford, Cambridge, Trinity College - Dublin, and the National Library of Scotland and the
National Library of Wales have procured the Biography of Vaikuntha Vasan.

The Lawyer who Rocked the United Nations which is more than a biography has fulfilled the need as a
reference book, as the volume includes unique chapters useful for scholars and research analysts.

A Comprehensive Guide on United Nations

The Book contains the origin, history and the entire composition of the United Nations and is condensed at ease
within two chapters. This makes The Lawyer Who Rocked the United Nations an easy reference guide for
researchers on International Affairs.

Abridged history of Sri Lanka and the Tamils

The 38 page chapter "Sri Lanka and the Tamils - A Concise History" is perhaps the best section in this volume,
abridging the entire history of Sri Lanka for 4,800 years with clarity. It is also a first attempt presenting to the
world at large an authentic history of the Island Nation.

Panorama of China and USSR i
Vaikuntha Vasan's tour of three months of China and the USSR portraying vividly the virtues of Socialism and
the standard of life that people lived there, is an educative and enlightening chapter for students on modern
history. These and other chapters like the section on "People's Voice-The Independent News weekly" that
Vaikuntha Vasan edited and published, must have enthused the educational echelon to procure this book to be
preserved in their book shelves of the centres of Power of Knowledge.

* . THE LAWYER'WHO ROCKED
THE UNITED NATIONS

' oé‘%h.y & Biography of Vaikuntha Vasan
Vaikuntha Vasan By Satha Ananthan
INTERNATIONAL BIOGRAPHY OF THE LEGENDARY Trade Unionist, Socialist,
Jourr alist, Publisher, Lawyer and Campaigner - who mac'e history by
Rocking the United Nations and proc aiming the Tamil Cause.

el iel

A Masterpiece and Excellent Guide on the Origins, Struc ure and
Composition of the United Nations.

first fime to the World at Large!

Price £9.95p + (Post & Packing extra - UK-£1.75p; Eurog e-£2.75p

Vaikuntha Vasan's Rest of the World - £4.95p) Hard Back - 172 Pages ISBN: 09542979-0-3
participation in two great
world peace conferences in Cheques/Pc stal Orders/Drafts Payable to: Mrs. Vaikunthavasc n
China & USSR. Red Fort Publications

Action packed Photographs. 55 Warren Road, Collie s Wood, London SW19 2HY, UK Tel: (UK) + 44-020 8542 97 87; email:
gandeevasan@hotmail.com

A Must in every Tamil

' A Concise and Captivating History of Sri Lanka since 4,800 yea s ago to
the present day. Authoritatively researched ar d vividly presented for the

Home.
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DEEPAM TV

EAST WEST BROADCAST LTD
UNIT 1, EBURY BUSINESS CENTRE
161-163 , STAINES ROAD
HOUNSLOW, MIDDLESEX,

TW3 3JB, U.K.

Tel :+44(0)208 8146565
Fax :+44(0)208 8141144
E-mail : info@deepamtv.tv

Web : www.deepamtv.tv
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London Murasu (Mail Order) Books
Service is a continuation of the encourage-
ment the Publishing House had given Tamil
authors world-wide since 1970 through its
Book Reviews and Sales Promotions
efforts. Saraswathy - the Goddess of
Knowledge and Information is there to be
accessed by all. Modern monopolistic con-
trols, private greed and frantic life - shall not
be a hindrance to easy access. Through
London Murasu Books all attempts will be
made to create, print, publish, launch, pub-
licise and market Books of authors in
search of such services. Every endeavour
will also be made to review Books that are
sent for reviewing. Authors and Publishers
wishing to utilise our services should send
in their details requesting for terms and con-
ditions. Readers wishing to order the books
listed below should quote the reference
number when ordering. Please allow 21
days for delivery.

Keys to Postage & Packing (P & P):
(A)=United Kingdom; (B)=Europe(Air);
(C)=Outside Europe(Air).

O ROCIEEE
UTED 1 LTINS

he United

ocked
Nations (Ref: 001)
- Biography of Vaikuntha Vasan By
Satha Ananthan
Red Fort Publications Hard Back 172
pages ISBN: 0-954-29790-3£9.95 + P&P
(A)E1.75 (B)£2.75 (C)£4.95

The Lawyer Who

Vaikuntha Vasan a legendary figure-created

History by walking into the United Nations
General Assembly te voice the grievances
of the Sri Lankan Tamii minority. A cam-
paigner par excellence, his many other
achievements are portrayed vividly in this
book.Beautifully produced elite edition is
filled with photographs.

RealECONOMICS (Ref: 002)
-The Secrets of Wealth Creation By
Satha Ananthan
London Murasu Publications

* RealECONOMICS.
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SATHA ANANTHAN

Hard Back 172 pages

ISBN: 0-954-09840-4 £9.95 + P&P
(A)E1.75 (B)£2.75 (C)£4.95
A daring research probing into the funda-
mental truths of the
Economics.A simplified cconomics that
iifts the veils and unlocks the economic
mysteries that is causing immense suffer-
ing to humanity. RealECONOMICS dis-
closes for the first time an economic trea-
tise written by the greatest economic
thinker - Prof. Frederick Soddy ER.S.,
Nobel Laureate, who pioneered research in
nuclear science and discovered the isotope;
but whose economic research of 40 years
had been suppressed.

Weaver’s Wisdom (Ref: 003)

Ancient precepts for a Perfect Life
Saint Thiruvalluvar

Order Form

motions of

Weavers Wi

N PRLLE IUR A

sdom

LNTRT LTt

Himalayan Academy

Soft Back 354 pages

ISBN: 0-945497-76-9

£13.95 + P&P (A)£2.25 (B)£3.25

A superb English translation  of
Thirukkural. The essence of the messages
of each of the 133 chapters are depicted in
graphical illustrations. The book com-
mences with a beautifully written history of
Thiruvalluvar and his ideal wife Vasuki.
There is a uscful glossary at the cnd; along
with reviews from specialists in various
walks of life.

T g s =
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Siriththiran Siththira Koththu
(Ref: 004)
Cartoon humours in Tamil
by S. Sivagnanasundaram(Sundar)
Siriththiran Soft Back
136 pages £5.00 + P&P (A) 75p
(B) £1.95

To London Murasu Books, PO Box 796, Surbiton KT6 7XY, UK

Please despatch......copy/copies of Ref No:.......... L T e e e TE s A oo o e g b
I/We enclose cheque/postal order/bank draft for £..................... (cross A/c payee payable to London Murasu Publications)
T e e e e v
Purchase Order Ref...............
A [ S e e e fese e = L i e
........................................................................ 1= R ———
B L e
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Travel & Holidays

New Visa Rules to USA

Entering USA is set to become difficult with new rules Al
being brought into effect from October 26th this year! HAPPY DEEPAV, I
As it is entering the USA has become arduous since FROM

September 11th, 2001.But impending new regulations APROBANE TRAVE
will now create a minefield of obstacles to be cleared T o E L
before entry to USA. SRILANKA TOURS
Children need own passport ‘ ' The undisputed No: 1 Agent
The new regulations coming into effect requires every For Flights To Sri Lanka

one who enters the USA including children to have
their own passport. Previously children were allowed to
be included in the parent's passports as is the universal
norm Bit not so after October 26th.

Biometric Data scanned computer chip Passport Emirates - Qatar Airways - Kuwait Airways

Visitors entering the USA could up to now travel Etihad Airwavs - Marfinair & KLM
without a prior visa , provided they possessed a '

machine readable passport. A machine readable

passport is one where a sequence of letters, numbers / f-f

and chevron symbols made up the two bottom lines on rilsrka Emiraies

the information page.

But from Qctober 26th 2004, visitors to the USA are AT Ay
expected to possess a Biometric Data scanned
computer chip Passport. This new technology passport
incorporates a computer chip into which the photograph
of the holder is scanned to create a digital
representation of the face of the passport holder.

cont'd on next page

(I.’/ Martinair

For Family holidays (long or short haul). Worldwide flights, Honeymoon Packages, Hotel
Bookings, Travel Insurance, Worldwide Cruises -
where children and parents are equally pampered.

Discover a World of Exciting Destinations: * ALASKA * CARIBBEAN * HAWAII * MEXICO
* MEDITERRANEAN * NEW ENGLAND * PANAMA CANAL * SOUTH AMERICA
And many many more

For professional advice call
Priti Patel (18 years experience)
Tel: 020 8664 6687 Mobile: 07900 482 162
Fax: 020 8769 5711
Email: pritirc@hotmail.com

16 De-Montfort Road, Streatham Hill
London SW16 1LZ

All tickets are fully bonded
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When the new biometric data passports are issued; the -
passports will reveal on a screen the face to be matched
with both the passport photograph and the person
standing in front of the immigration officer. This is
expected to be foolproof security to bar the entry of
terrorists and illegal immigrants.

The biometric data passports are yet to be issued by the
27 countries that have signed up for the exclusive Visa
Waiver Programme(VWP). They are still operating the
old machine readable formats. The intending visitors
from these exclusive countries therefore have to now go
through the tedious and expensive process of obtaining a
prior Visa.

Meticulous Measurement of Photographs

Asthough there is not enough obstacles; the terrorist-conscious USA has imposed demanding
specifications in the measurements-ratios of passport photographs. The photographs shall be
2" square (larger than the standard passport size photograph). The image showing the full face
against a white background should fit the following specifications:

The head from top to chin shall measure between 1 and 1/8" and 1 and 3/8 "', with the eye level
between another 1 and 1/8" and 1 and 3/8 " from the bottom of the photograph! and the ears
shall be exposed so as to be visible... readers need not get confused with this chaos.. because
chaos engineering is the order of the day anyway- to keep the peasants under control.

, Main agent for
SriLankan Airlines & Qatar Airways 4
< — =

Travel L mited

Link Air would like to thank our valued customers
for helping us to become one of SriLankan Airlines best agents.

 Link Air receives major award from SriLankan Airlines

Croydon Branch:
361 London Road,
Croydon
Surrey CRO 3PB
Tel: 020-8665 0206
Mon - Fri 0930-1900;
Sat 1000 - 1600

: Mr. Sivasubramaniam, Head of
Left-right: Mr. Manoj Gunawardene(Head of SriLankan Marketing & Sales-Link

Atrlines-UK), Ms. Santhusti Jayatilleka, Mr.. : s
Sivasubramaniam(Head of Marketing & Sales-Link Air), Ms. ]Glr(li/elﬁ) rc;cglvmg thg awa;tli ﬁé’mf
Naina Harry, Mr. Jeremy Soertsz(Head of Marketing & Sales- g 'Laml? ;qalwar ??I% ; e}? 2

SriLankan Aitlines) & Ms, Marie Rix. riLankan Airlines-UK (right).
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Business Services

Commercial-Direct

Instrance for your security

£ e,
e Ny e
, - \
" SUNSHYNE SHOPFITTERS |

For all types of Shops, Resia

Insurance at compi

Iinsurance Homse, Wi }
|

Twickenham. M

Tel; 020 8241 2658

E-mail: salesiwcommercialdirect.couk . e
Website: commercialdirect,co.uk ‘ '

MOTOR SPARES FOR ALL CARS
One of London's Largest Suppliers of
* Alloy Wheels e,
* Body Kits 2
* Competition Parts
¢ Car Alarms
Car Navigation System Supplied & Fitted
Many satisfied customers

CROYDON MOTOR SPARES

226 L.ondon Road
West Croydon, Surrey CRO 2TF

Tel: 020 8681 8884/ 020 8681 1125
Fax: 020 8681 7143

www.anycarparts.com |
email: cms@anycarparts.com |

Earlsfield
Properfies

Letting & Eatate Agents, Surveyors,
Valuers (Group of Companies)

3
3,

” I

We will manage your property at
0% commission
Guaranteed rate schemes for

5 4

175 Merton Road,
!  London SW18 5EF
[ Tel: 020 8265 6000,
, 020 8877 0762
Fax: 020 8874 9754

www.earlsfield properties.com
Email: earlsfieldpropertiesl @hotmail.com

—
ALUMINIUM

SUSPENDED
| SHOPFRONTS

CEILINGS

3
|
SIGNS & |} SECURITY |

TRy
SECURITY ; ] ‘ ;
GRILLES | SHECH #} SHUTTERS

SHOPFITTERS

Competitive Price
Best Quality

PRADIP AMIN
140 Lebanon Road

East Croydon CRO 6US
Tel: 020 8656 5610
Tel/Fax: 020 8654 5965
Mobile: 07930 47 47 11

ARAlmi'nobilier

Achat-Vente - Location

DOUBLE |
GLAZING

SIPT )(HH6IT 6§66

iy euThid alBEd QUTL MBHHG
alD6L  GIFELEMEVUIT
Wimal. A. Chelliah
Directeur Executif
Portable 06 60 68 42 02
1985, rue du Faubourg Saint Denis - 75010 PARIS

TEL: 01 42 09 41 88 -FAX: 01 42 09 59 29
email: ara.immobiller@noos.fr




fall the festivals of India - Deepavali

is perhaps the greatest and most

widely celebrated event in the Indian
sub-continent.

Deepavali or Diwali literally means a row of
lights. And rows of earthenware and oil
lamps decorate the parapets of Temples and
Homes. The lighting of lamps depict the
elimination of evil forces by good; and the
conquest of evil of darkness by Light.
Fireworks are lit that ablaze with beautifully
coloured sparks crisscrossing the night skies.
And continuous crackers bursting to signify
victory over evil and freedom from
oppression.

he Deepavali day traditionally starts

with an oil bath at the Brahma

muhurtha time of 3.00 am. The Rishis
had seen that by waking up daily at that time
and performing saadhanas and studies, the
adherents received benefits by way of
knowledge, clarity, health, fitness, work
discipline and spiritual advancement.
Deepavali is then celebrated with joy for
three to five consecutive days varying
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from region toregion.

eepavali is marked by feasting with
varieties of sweets and savouries;

exchange of gifts; wearing of new
clothes; wvisiting friends and going to the
Temples, where garlands of flowers abound
along with the lights. There is a feeling of
friendliness, festivity and freedom.  The
business community open new books ofaccounts
and business debts are settled.

he first day of the Deepavali festivities is

the celebration of the slaying of the

immensely powerful Narakasura by Lord
Krishna and his wife Sathyabhama. Naraka, son
of Bhudevi(Goddess of Earth), ruled
Pradyoshapuram. He had amassed prolific
powers from Lord Brahma following his severe
penance and yoga saadhanas. Using his powers
Naraka became an Asura (tyrant)and wrought
immense sufferings on his subjects. Unable to
witness the tyranny, the celestial masters
(Devas) pleaded with Lord Krishna to save the
victims from torture. But Naraka had a
boon(Varam) that he could not be killed by
anyone but his mother(Bhudevi). Krishna
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- Swami Nirliptanandaji

therefore requests Bhudevi to be reincarnated as
his wife  Sathyabhama. In the battlefield
Sathyabhama becomes the charioteer for Lord
Krishna. And it is by her arrow that Naraka Asura
is finally slain. Naraka Asura, as a special favour
requests to Lord Krishna that his death be marked;
and hence Deepavali is celebrated with fervour
and gaiety.

The second day is the Amavasya (dark night)
when Lakshmi poojah is performed. This day
Lord Vishnu returns to his abode and joins
Lakshmi after having banished the mighty king
Baali to the Pathala world. In the northern
heartland Deepavali is specifically celebrated to
commemorate the welcome of Lord Rama’s
return to Ayodhya following his fourteen years in-
exile.

The third day, also the commencing of the Vikram
New Year, celebrates the release and return of
King Baali as per the boon given by Lord Vishnu
being pleased by Baali’s generosity. It is also the
Govardhan Pooja day - when Lord Krishna
effortlessly lifted Mount Govardhan on a single
finger.

The fourth day is the day families reunite and have
feasts. Especially sisters invite their brothers to
their homes and offer gifts.

For the progressive Jain community Diwali day
commemorates the attaining of Nirvana of
Mahavira. For the Sikhs Diwali is the day the
Golden Temple in Amritsar was founded; and is
remembered to celebrate the return of the sixth
Guru, Guru Hargobind Ji from captivity in the city
of Gwalior. The prosperous business
communities, especially the Marwadis honour
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Goddess Lakshmi; and the Bengalis pray to
Goddess Kaali performing poojahs and open their
new books of accounts. ]

Diwali Message from Swami Nirliptanandaji

Swami Nirliptanandaji, is the head of mission at
the London Sevashram Sangha, the UK arm of the
world-wide Bharat  Sevashram Sangha.
Headquartered in Kolkata (Calcutta), the
Movement and the Ashram was founded by the
great saint-reformer Acharya Pranavananda Ji,
with the objective of advancing Hindu
philosophy, culture and living history through the
spirit of Seva (Service). The Bharat Sevashram
Sangha is renown for its socio-cultural and
philanthropic activities, having its centres spread
in many parts of India, and also in Bangladesh,
West Indies, South America, Canada, USA and
UK. The prime mover for the establishment of
Hindcom- the Hindu Media Resource Centre,
Swami Nirliptananda ji, is one of the many
patrons and well-wishers of LONDON
MURASU since 1970. Here-under is his
Deepavali message to the readers of LONDON
MURASU world-wide.

Deepavali is always a time that creates a spirit
of exultation, a refreshing moment when

everyone looks forward to the  great
illumination and a time for reconciliation.

This Festival of Lights, represents a universal culture
in which there has always been an emphasis on Light
as the symbol of knowledge that breaks down all
barriers and opens up the consciousness to the greater
reality of co-existence.

Whenever that vision diminishes the evil tendencies of
hate, malice, greed, envy and other vices manifest in

the minds of man, causing him te inflict suffering on
God's creation.

Thus, this ancient festival demonstrates in the life of
Lord Rama, the Prince of Ayodhya, man's aspiration to
the path of virtue (Dharma), to rejoice in the path of
Light that brightens up the hope of humanity for a safer
and better world.

Rama's forgiveness of the evil Ravana before the final
battle, reconciliation with his step-mother, Kaikayee,
who caused his banishment and implicit obedience to
his parents are examples relevant to our present time.

No wonder the people lit the whole of Ayodhya to
welcome him when he returned back from exile. And
we, remembering that great occasion, celebrate it even
to this day with great joy. Deepavali also marks the
vanquishing of Narakasura by Lord Krishna.
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And let us practise the 10 Principles of
Dharma, that humanity as a whole shall
also follow:

Dhriti kshama damah asteyam
suacham indriya-nigraha
Dhih vidya satyam akrodhah dashakam
dharma lakshanam
Manu 6:92

Firmness of mind, Forgiveness, Seif-
restraint, Inner purity, External purity,
Control over the senses (passions),
Intellectual knowledge, Self-knowledge,
Truth and finally Free from anger.
Prayer

LEAD US FROM UNTRUTH TO
TRUTH

LEAD US FROM DARKNESS TO
LIGHT

MAY ALL BE FREE FROM FEAR
AND SUFFERING

MAY ALL EXPERIENCE PEACE AND
HAPPINESS

Om Shanthi! Shanthi! Shanthi!

- Swami Nirliptananda

The London Sevashram Sangha is endowed with

a modest and wholesome Ashram in Shepherd’s
Bush, west London, where a holy shrine for
Goddess Kaali Shakthi has been consecrated.
There is a library, senior citizen’s centre,
computer training centre and other modern
amenities. The London Sevashram Sangha
publishes an enlightening Quarterly
SEVASHRAM NEWS. The centre has its own
Prayer Book: HINDUTVAM. The beautifully
produced handbook Universal Revelation is
available free with 100,000 booklets being l
printed. In addition to the regular festivals the
Sangha has been conducting and celebrating
annually an Om Day since the dawn of the
millennium for ensuring, peace, happiness and
progress for humanity.
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London Sevashram Sangha, 99A

Devonport Road, Shepherd’s Bush,
London W12 8PB, UK.

Tel: 020 8932 9881
Email:sevashramglobalv@hotmail.com

Www.welcome.to/sevashram

If one looks with a cold eye at the mess man has
made of his history, it is difficult to avoid the
conclusion that he has been dfflicted by some
buitt-in mental disorder which drives him towards
self-destruction. Murder within the species on an
individual or collective scale is a phenomenon
unknown in the whole animal kingdom, except for
man, and a few varieties of ants and rats.

Arthur Koestler

Brother

Wholesalers and Retailers of
English and Asian Groceries
Utensils and Novelties

Variety of Religious Artefacts

187 - 191 Upper Tooting Road
London SW17 7TG
Tel: 020 8672 2792
Tel / Fax: 020 8767 6338




Eoucation & Career

Inspiring Commitment to the cause of Education

Croydon Tutorial College - a first full time Educational Institution to be founded

by a Tamil Educationistin UK

Croydon Tutorial College, an independent centre of
academic exccllence, based in Southend, Croydon, south
London, has achieved an excellent set of GCSE(84%);
AS/A2Levels (96%) results this summer! The College is
founded by its Principal Pat Mohan, a leading Educationist
deeply committed to the cause of Education.  Croydon
Tutorial College is a full time Institution with uptodate
facilitics in Physical Sciences and Information
Technology. The College also conducts evening and week
end classes from 1 1+to GCSE, AS Leveland A Levels.

Pat Mohan (Pathma Mohan), a born educationist had
attained success within a few years of opening the Croydon
Tutorial Centre, and had upgraded the institution as
Croydon Tutorial College. Based in Croydon's fashionable
Southend parade of Offices and Restaurants, the College

has its own spacious frechold three storey premises. Having bought adjoining premises the College is set to expand further.

Born to be an Educationist

Pat Mohan, son of Interpreter Mudaliar Sinnathamby of
Chundikkuli, Jaffna, began his tcaching carcer by
offering evening tuitions while he was a student at St.
John's College, Jaftna. While he was an undergraduate at
the Moratuwa University of Katubedde Mohan intensely
continued his part-time teaching carcer by tutoring for
students of Brighton Institute, Colombo. His fervour to
teach was so great that Pat alighted the Friday night
express train to Jaffna 250 miles away, teach there over
the weekend, and he was back in Colombo on Monday at
the University following his Science degree course!
Such was his zeal in teaching.

In London Pat started off as head of Science at the
Winton School, Croydon-a private secondary school.
There he served successtully between 1984 and 1994
meanwhile graduating himself'to be a trained teacher. Pat
was shaken when he received a letter of closure of the
school from the Board of governors. The private school
decided to close because they could not raise the finance
to invest in fire precaution requirements. It is then that
Pat decided to establish his own school so that he did not
depend on others to pursue his carcer so dear to his heart
and soul.

Pat also had gained teaching cxperience at Abbey
College, Ealing Tutorial College and Cambridge Tutors.

The Croydon Tutorial College is also approved by UK's
lcading cxamination bodies to be the Official
Examination Centre. ‘
Croydon Tutorial College, 32 Southend, Croydon, CRO
IDN, UK. Tel 00 44 (0)20 8688 5777.

Website: www. croydontutorialcentre.co.uk

Croydon Tutorial Centre

A CENTRE OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
32, Southend, Croydon, Surrey, CR0O 1DN
tel: 020 8688 5777 fax: 020 688 5777
email: admin@croydontutorialcentre.co.uk

Disappointing Reguls?

Enrol now for GCSE, GOL ~Y
AS and A2 =
Fulltime / Lvening / Weekend Classes

For November 2004 / January 2005 / June 2005 Examinations‘
Coaching by experienced tutors
Official Examination Centre for all
/ Physics UK's leading Exam Boards

/Chern{stry GCSE REVISION
(Including Salters Chemistry)  French / German / Spanish

+ Biology 11+ Coaching

#Maths « English v e
(Pure, Mechanics, Statistics) . Mathematics r i

# English « Physics i -

/ICT + Biology o

« Accounts « Chemistry

« Further mathematics /ICT / Computing
Science, ICT, English, Madern Languages & Maths for Years 7,8,9 & 10

Press fast forward to reach vour potential.

i Visit our website - www.croydontutorlalcentre.co.uk
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Restaurants, Cc_iteri"ng & Cookef'i/r =

Smoking Ban in UK Restaurants !

Momentum is gathering towards a Smoking Ban in UK
restaurants by the year 2005! The British Hospitality and
Restaurant Association's chief executive Bob Cotton
predicted in his statement that more than 50% of
restaurants will refuse smokers by Christmas this year.
"As aresult of the smoking ban in Ireland, there has been a
change in consumer views in favour of a ban. They won't
stop eating and drinking because they can't smoke", he
said.

Even though it is unlikely that the UK
government will prohibit smoking; it is expected that the
local authorities may be given powers to bring in their
own smoking bans. Leading elite restaurants in London
have already imposed the smoking ban. The British
Medical Association has also given its support for such a
ban.

CHENNAI DOSA

Chennai Dosa, the caterers with the largest number of
dosas and idlies in UK opened a second restaurant - a pure
vegeterian outlet in east London on September 11th 2004.

Chennai =

Highest number

of Dosa & 1dli
sellers in UK., g™

We do gutdoor catering also.

ChennaiDosa
353 High Street North, Manor Park
London E12 8PQ

ChennaiDosa Pure Vegelarlan

339 High Street North, Manor Fark, Landon E12 6PQ
Tel, +44(0)20 5470 6566, Fax_ +44(0) 8586 8404
Emafl:admin@chennaidosaveg com

Tol. 020 8586 7729

SARAVANAS

~ Finest South Indian Vegetarian

Restaurant & Bar

+South Indian Pure Vegetarian Restaurant

+Experienced Chefs from South India
+South Indian Decor & Hospitality
+Outside Catering For All Occasions
«+Set Menu Can Be Arranged For Parties

Opening Hours
Tuesday - Sunday 12:00 to 10:30 pm
(Closed Monday)

77-81 Dudden Hill Lane, Willesden, London NW10 1BD

Tel: 0208 459 4900/2400 --- Fax: 0208 459 3600
WWW.saravanas.co.uk
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MOVING
VENUES

The Waitress & Hospitality  /
Staff Specialists
for Weddings and Parties

: AN N
C— ,,,7 ;.

others Please contact us and let us make the Event Successtyl

London's leading Function Organisers and
Party Planners. Five star service.

Contact: Mr & Mrs K. Joshi

|_Tceleph(me: 020 8204 8992

The Oldest
Established South
Indian Restaurant In
South London

SPICELAND

Sri Lankan &
South Indian

Restaurant & Takeaway
FULLY LICENSED

TAKE AWAY MENU
Parties, Wedding or Ceremony orders for your

selected special menu orders with free offers
7 Days 11AM TO 12 Midnight
212 London Road, Croydon; London CRO 2TE
020 8667 1700
Meob 07984 038 757

Fax 020 8764 0178

email: spiceland@msn.com

COME AND TRY OUR
AWARD WINNING CUISINE

The Banana Leaf

[lraditionaltSouthlindianlRestaurantj
7 Lower Addiscombe Road
Croydon, Surrey, CRO 6PQ

Tel: 020 - 8688 0297
Tel/Fax 020 - 8688 9922

Nearest Tramlink/ Rail Station East Croydon Bus Routes 289 & 410

Authentic
South Indian
Cuisine

#
A,
S dd

Sree Krishna

South Indian Restaurant
192-194 Tooting High Street, London SW17 OSF

Contact us for the best quote and for booking on

Tel: 020 8672 4250 / 020 8672 6903;

Fax: 020 8355 8247

Email: dine@sreekrishna.co.uk Web: www.sreekrishna.co.uk

Room Available for Party and Private Functions
We also provide Budget Catering for outside functions such as Weddings,
Birthdays and Special events




lealth Medicine Yoga Holistic Therapies

Vitabiotics creates a revolution in Sight !

Our eves have been deseribed as the "windows to the soul™: while this sounds poetic, the truth is that they are
certainly worth looking after - claums Vitabiotics Ltd - the Natural Vitamin company and the winner of the
Queen's Award for Enterprise in International Trade 2003, Vitabiotics has released a new health product -
VISIONACLE - acclaimed to be the No 1 formula for healthy eyes.

Vitabiotics Ltd. one of the most dynamic and fastest growing healtheare companies in UK is Tounded and
dirceted by the health pioneer Dr. Kirtar Lalvani. The company is well known for its vitamin-minerals range of’
products.

VISIONACE: The existing range ol products include: 1 WELLWOMAN -

Now Vitabiotics has released another new health an telligent nutritional  supplement designed  for the

product - VISIONACE; acclaimed to be the No | demands of modern pressures encountered by women.
formula tor healthy eves. Visionace contains a 2MENOPACE anon=-HRT 21 vitamins and minerals formula
carefully balanced formulation of anti-oxidarnts suttable for during and after menopause. 3. PERFECTIL - A
' triple active formula for maintaming the healdr and beauty off
NUTRITION AND _ skin. hatr and natls. AWELLMAN - containing 29 bio-
THEEYE "

clements and Tormulated specially for senior executives. to
active sportsmen. who want to take control ot their health and
stay in top shape. SJOSTEOCARE - UK's No | natural
supplement for strong bones: and 6. PREGNACARE - A
i — popular supplement lor betore coneeption through pregnancy

and breast teeding.

including Natural Mixed Carotenoids: Lutein Esters and
Zeaxanthin, which have been shown to be beneficial to eye health.
as it may help to maintain the health of the macula. The formula
HORER Rt b also includes the miracle vitamin I and Vitamin C plus Bilberry
: Extract and also Zime and copper. These natural vitamins and
minerals helps to maintain the health ol the Retina and Lens. which
can be damaged over the years by sunlight. smoke and other perils.
Vitabiotics is a caring company that is geared to the establishment of a healthy society. The company has also
published Tips for Maintaining Healthy Eves: 1. Protect your eves from direct exposure to the sun. Invest in a pair
of sunglasses and wear a hat in bright sunlight. 2. Take regular breaks while engaging in VDU-Computer activities
for longer periods, 3. Refrain from smoking and excessive alcohol intake as both are said to contain toxins that can
inerease the risk of eve diseases. 4. Eat a diet low i saturated fats and cholesterol. High levels of these can lead to
fatty deposits torming in the macula of the eye. 5. Eat a diet rich in fruits and vegetables. which contain
antioxidants to help protect against the damage caused by free radicals.
Visionace has been tested for several vears by a leading University Department of Vision Science: and has been
recommended by Optometrists and eye care specialists. [t does not contain artificial colours, preservatives. gluten.
starch, fat or yeast. As an ethical product Visionace has not been tested on animals and is suitable for vegetarians.

Chennai to become a health capital in the world!

With the tic up of the Apollo Hospitals and the Tamil Nadu Tourism, Health and Medical tourism is sct to become an
important segment of the Indian economy. The Apollo Hospitals group headquartered in Chennai s to offer discounted
medical check=ups to tourists. Tourists vasiting Tamil Nadu will now be offered 15% discount on a health check-up tn any ol
the seven Apollo Hospitals in India. Congratulating the Tamil Nadu Tourism for this innovative move, Ms. Preethi Reddy. the
managing director of the Apolle Hospitals group said that it is the first time that a govermment agency has partnered a private
enterprise in India.

Tamil Nadu and especially Chennai is blessed with a unigue combination of traditional medical expertise and hi-tech
treatment lacilities. Additionally the Siddha. Avurveda and Yoga faculties are in full strength in the southern States, The long
stretch of the blue sea coast, the traditional bospitality tradition and the huge human resources factor offer a promising scope
for Chennai to become the future health capital of the world.
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Vitabiotics

Winner of

The Queen's Award
for Enterprise in

International Trade
2003

WS

ki

THE QUEEN'S AWARDS
FOR ENTERPRISE
2003

Britain's fastest growing
major vitamin company’

R

. Wellwoman QWQ_%@ ﬂ: fectil

& menopauseé T g HAIR & NAILS
o ~ <
T :

> -05 teocare ﬂf gHALLE

i calcium

8, strong bones

www.vitabiotics.com
Vitabiotics Ltd, 1 Apsley Way, London NW2 7HF.Tel. 020 8955 2600
1. Taylor Neison Sofres. October 2002

A word of thanks to our
partners around the world

Vitabiotics is one of the most
dynamic and fastest growing UK
vitamin supplement companies,
with many leading supplement
brands. Export has always made up
the backbone of our business and we
would like to take this opportunity to
thank both our dedicated staff and
international partners in over 50
countries around the world for their
support in achieving this award.

Ae il dag

Prof. A.H.Beckett
OBE, PhD, BSc

_ Professor Emeritus
University of London

)

VITABIOTICS

WHERE NATURE MEETS SCIENCE



The Strangers

J

(Translation of the Tamil short story ertten in 1993)

Rajes Bala

handran slammed the door. He was angry; that
reflected the way he shut the door. There was no
sign of his wife or his kids - who usually stand at

the doorstep and bid good-bye to him. He did not wait; he
gotdown into the street and trudged away to work.

The November chill blew cold on his ears. The wind was
terrible. The cosmic dance of autumn had covered the
road with leaves and debris from the trees and shrubs
around the area. The ripen leaves spread before him like
a yellowish carpet; and as they were wet from previous
night’s rain, there was a slouching noise as he tread on
them. His mind was also like the weather. The rage
inside his mind was dripping like blood.

Who is to be blamed for all this? He shouldn’t have
slapped his wife Devaki. And, it was definitely not
humane to have beaten his elder son, Kumaran.
Chandran had done it all in a fit of anger. As the
November cold froze his body, the heat of his anger
decreased and pity descended on him; he felt sorry for
his wife and son.

Chandran felt like that he should skip his work and go
back home and apologise to his wife and the little son;
and tell them how much he loved them, and explain the
root cause behind all this mishap. The passing car on the
further side of the road splashed water on him.

It is 7 o’clock in the morning and London is still
enveloped in darkness. Chandran’s thoughts wander - is
London also still laying in the night’s darkness? Are all
Londoners having mental sorrow and darkness like me?
Hesays it out aloud.

For the past two months, Devaki has been crying; she
was upset and not in the mood for any serious
conversation. She has just lost another brother in Sri
Lanka. Her favourite little brother’s life was simply
taken away due to the on-going war in the homeland.

Devaki was born into a family of nine children in a small
village in the East coast of Sri Lanka’s Batticloa -
Pottuvil region. A stunningly beautiful village; with a
mountain in the west, and River Thillai flowing in the
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south. There were paddy fields in the north and a trunk road
in the east leading to the town of Akkaraippattu. The
villagers never went hungry, as they were endowed with
nature’s bounty in plenty, and they could do some work to
getby.

Devaki had three elder brothers, one elder sister, two
younger brothers and two younger sisters. The local village
priest, she recollects, had said: it seems, that Devaki’s
mother had given birth to nine good children like the
Navagrahas in the Hindu mythology - who rule the destiny
ofone’s health and wealth.

Devaki’s parents toiled hard on their small piece of
farmland they had, to bring up their nine children. They also
set up a small shop on the roadside to bolster their income.

Buttoday.....? How many are left in the family?
And how many are leftin their home?

Chandran had reached the tube station. He has to take the
Piccadilly line and go to central London for work. “Instead
of running to work with these humans who have lost their
souls - every day in this cold wet weather; when oh, when
will [ be able to go to my mother in-law’s maioca garden and
relax with the local newspaper, and a glass of young coconut
water in my hand in that evening summer breeze, watching
the red sun rays hiding behind the peak of the mountain?”
laments Chandran.

The train plunges into a tunnel and descends into more
darkness. This train will stop at the next station. But where
will be the stop for the Tamil refugees who are running from
place to place for their survival, peace, freedom and future?

The authorities in the Western world are trying to send the
Tamil refugees back to their country. Switzerland is taking
harsh measures. If they do so, the British government is
bound to follow suit. Where can they go next?

any families like Devaki’s have lost many young
men and women in the name of civil war in Sri
Lanka sine 1983. Now ten years on, the killing

game is continuing. Out of the nine children from Devaki’s
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~ family
had already lost their lives,
one by one, hunted and shot
« by the security forces. Her
~ elder sister and her family
- had fallen prey to a contlict

5

three older brothers

between local Muslims and
Tamils.

“If the British government

‘asked me to jeave the
_country I would rather die
than go back™- Devaki

repeatedly told Chandran.
A few weeks ago her little
brother was killed. That is

why she has been crying for

the last few weeks.
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handran was walking and thinking I shouldn’t
have beaten her. As a male he detested hitting a
woman. Besides he was deeply in love with her
since childhood, and got married when the time was ripe.

He loved her and adored her for the way she had taken
care of him and the kids. But he had hurt her today.

He felt angry with himself for his action in the morning.
The argument last night had culminated in his beating
1Er.

The train halts at a stop. There were people with sunken-
eyes and sleepy faces thathad slaved the night.

There were the hurried faces running to day work.

There were the listless faces getting into the train just to
drift along with the world. How many different types of
human species are there to be encountered? How many
are like me? A refugee with no home - no land - no
nation, and now no identity?

Most may belong to a nation and be proud of it; a
language which they can use without persecution; a
culture which they enjoy and enrich; and a way of life
which they can openly practice with no fear? Chandran
looks at his watch with these thoughts. He will be late for
work by halfan hour today.

e is working in an Indian shop as a cashier and

has to work at the till for twelve hours from

morning. He has got tired of looking at those
drumsticks, long beans, and pumpkins day in and day
out. When he comes home after work and falls asleep
and tired, the long beans appears as snakes, and the
pumpkins as fat demons in his dreams. What life is this?
A Life, that has not seen the light of day.

After roughing it up with his boss from morning eight to
eight in the night, when he reaches home, the restless
face of Devaki irritates him, what can he do to stop the
crisis in Sri Lanka? What kind of life is this?

Six days-a-week work. Out of the earnings how much
can one do? Paying the extortionate rent and outrageous
travel expenses, spending for food and clothing, paying
for all the bills, send money back home forrelatives........

The food parcel that Devaki had prepared and given to
him was still in his hands. She would have prepared Pittu
and omelette; she doesn’t like him eating out, and she is
always very concerned about his health. Devaki wakes
up daily, early in the morning to prepare food for him.

hen Chandran gets home tired and irritable,
Devaki makes sure that he has good food to
eat. She even makes sure that the kids did not
bother him until he had his dinner. She is a mother to the
children, as well as to the husband. She tolerated all the
chaos in the household, yet managed to keep things in
order, and cared the family with monumental patience
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and lrue love.

But what did he do today for her? His son Kumaran had
triggered Chandran’s anger. Kumaran is now nine years.
When Kumaran was about four years, Chandran had to
leave the family in Sri Lanka in order to escape from the
combing operations of the security forces.

Devaki was pregnant, with their second child then. Now he
has another little boy. Who is cooing away and trying to say
appa and amma. A loving wife; precious three children; a
job with some money for their survival. But there was no
peace of mind!

How many Tamil refugees are living with a pcace of mind?
Aren’t they all wandering all over the world like nomads?
After all, aren’t they all mere identity card papers?

Was there any intimate relationship worthy of between him
and his son Kumaran in the last four years? Could the
birthday greetings and gifts from London compensate for a
father’s affection?

hen Devaki arrived, two year ago with the two
children, the eldest son looked at his father like
looking at a stranger. The second daughter,
whom Devaki was expecting when Chandran left Sri Lanka,
asked her mother: “Amma, who is this man? Is he my father
whom you talked about a lot”? Chandran was in tears at the

airport then.

The enormous trouble Devaki had undergone to care for her
children while the husband was away, the sadness of losing
her brothers in the civil war - who helped her when she was
left on her own - was written on her face.

Kumaran, his son, still keeps aloof. But the daughter is
normal. She loses herself'in his reading — or his story telling.
The sorrow of losing her uncles might have dented her little
heart, but Chandran has tried as best as he can to erase those
dents.

In the London life of intermittently emerging sickening
racism, he naturally expected comfort and love from his
family. Devaki is shedding tears for her lost younger brother
now. Sometime, he is unable to bear the ordeal of having
been born a Tamil.

Another station has come. Boys and girls travelling to
distant schools and colleges scrambled in. They chattered
without a thought of the outside world. An Asian boy sits
opposite to Chandran and he reminded him of his lost
brother-in-law Senthil. One who had shown talent when he
was only seven years of age.

Senthil wrote poems. He had given life to the encounters on

the village streets that stretch like snakes.. The ragged hair

of their grand mother... The toothless smile of their grand
40
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father...all had attained eternity in his poems. He wrote
humorous, witty, amusing poems. When Senthil got
older he was composing music. Devaki was s good
singer. Chandran would be enthralled by Devaki’s
singing. During the days when Chandran doted on
Devaki, he used to go cycling down their street
frequently. Senthil’s lilting songs and Devaki’s bubbling
laughter become memories that filled his heart.

They have killed Senthil now. Chandran heaved a sigh.
The sorrow of Senthil’s death, was indeed unbearable for
Devaki. But, can one forget one’s family duties...look
after the children, and paying the bills and so on? This is
what led to last night’s quarrel and ended damningly in
his beating the wife and his son. How much havoc has
been wrought on the lives of ordinary people?

-Chandran enters the shop. Ranjit Patel —the owner of the
supermarket, looks at his watch.. Chandran knows that
he was late for work. Why should Mr. Patel imply this
fact by slavishly mimicking a gesture used by the
natives?

Chandran wished ‘good morning’ to his boss. But his
boss Ranjit Patel ignored him, pretending that he was
arranging some things on the shelf, and that as if he had
not heard him.

The shop began to fill with women buying milk and
bread; school kids were buying sweets, and men buying
newspapers. Chandran got immersed in his work.

“ Daddy!” - Meena, Patel’s daughter, was calling her
father in her sweet, sophisticated voice. Mr. Patel’s
family lives upstairs. They have two boys and two girls.
Meena is the eldest of them. Even without a glance at
Chandran, Meena goes up to her father and mutters
something in her mother tongue -Gujarati.

Meena is twenty years young and studying at the
University. Mr. Patel is very proud of her as he
mentioned to Chandran once, that although Meena was
born in the UK, she still speaks her mother tongue and
follows an Indian life style. Children should know their
roots, Mr. Patel insists. She said good-bye to her father
and left the shop.

The Children from Indian and Pakistani communities
are speaking in their mother tongue and have no problem
of mixing best of both culture. But how many Tamil kids
speak fluent Tamil in the UK?

They may be taken to the Saturday Tamil schools by
their parents, but do they really understand their culture?
Do they have any links to their homeland? Indian and
Pakistani kids have no problem going to their countries
for holidays and visiting their relatives, but the Tamil
kids? Can they go and continue their life style as they
wishto?

There is so much of a gap, while one is away from home.
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It is the Parents’ duty to encourage their children to keep up
with their culture? He thought for a while. Whose faultis it if
the kids feel alien to their own cherished culture? He felt
angry again. He doesn’t know why or at whom he was angry
with.

Mr. Patel’s wife is a strict disciplinarian. The children
were brought up solely under her supervision. If the mother
is good, the kids will be good. He mumbled to himself.

Now his anger turns on Devaki. Wasn’t it Devaki who

is responsible for him getting angry at his son in the
morning? Mr.Patel was looking sharply at Chandran, as
Chandran was aimlessly dropping the goods.

‘Society, politics, national struggles, individual sorrows,
family problems, financial stress, work stress----° how
many issues are there to deal with?

Chandran is a simple man. But his son, is growing up to
become stubborn and rebellious. He is only nine years
young, yet he stands at a distance from his father. Why? It is
of course unfortunate that I was separated from him for four
years. But, did I run away on my own whim? Didn’t | run
away for my dear life only when able-bodied Tamil males
were arrested under suspicion? If I had not got out of Sri
Lanka, would there be a father for Kumaran today?

Chandran works, but in deep thought. His mind wanders all
over, from place to place. Like, what some psychiatrists
define as - does his son defy him for some deep —rooted
reason? Does he think I had run away abroad, leaving his
mother alone back in the village, and that his father was
living happily in London; as his mother suffered for the
children - day and night?

Why this distance’? Chandran couldn’t think properly the
entire day. When he took the underground train for home, he
was tired altogether physically and mentally.

What happened yesterday comes to his mind. Chandran
asked his son about his school lessons. Kumaran answered
in English. It is barely two years since he had arrived in
London. How can one forget Tamil so soon? Chandran
asked him to reply to him in Tamil.

“Oh just leave him, he can only get a grasp of the language if
he speaks it, he must improve his English to better in school,
that is the point of sending your child to school.” Devaki
stereotyped like many other ignorant immigrant Tamil
women. Chandran was annoyed to hear that statement.

What is the matter with her? Why can’t she encourage their
son to speak in Tamil at home? - A language that is the oldest
living language in the world! He really got angry over her
remarks, and the way she was stupidly supporting her son.

“Hey you!” he yelled at her and continued “the kids who
have come to London will pick up the English language in
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no time, but they will forget their own mother tongue
unless at least they use it at home”.

Then the shouting match started and they exchanged
heated words.

Finally it was a slap on Devaki’s face and beating for
Kumaran. Chandran was enraged and lost his temper.

Even now his anger returned to him when he thought of
thatincident. But at the same time he felt ashamed to have
reacted physically with the people he loved. Very much
ashamed to have shown his male muscle-power to a
helpless woman who had taken sanctuary in his
protection and the child whom he should have doted
upon.

“I could have talked and settled it. Instead of it, 1
shouldn’t have beaten them recklessly”- He muttered to
himself.

When Chandran opened the door the little son’s cry came
to his ears. Devaki was chiding at the little fellow to stop
crying. Their daughter Karthiga looked at her father
fearfully and ran and cuddled herself up in the edge of the
sofa; perhaps being frightened of the incident in the
morning.

Chandran hang his coat and sat on the sofa. Devaki
brought a cup of tea within five minutes, giving it to him
insilence. Her cheek was still red and swollen.

“Where is Kumaran?”’

He looked at her when he asked his question. Her swollen
cheek touched him deeply.

He got up and put his cup away, embraced her. “ I am
sorry Devaki.....really sorry.. I was annoyed because
Kumaran refused to speak in Tamil”. He kissed on her
swollen cheek, as Devaki began to cry.

Their daughter Karthiga looked at the father and mother
with a confusion on her face. ‘Mother cries when father
hits her, she also cries when he kisses her’- the girl was
confused about the contradictory behaviour of

the grown-ups.

“Why did you hit him instead of talking to him and make
him to understand the issue”, she sobbed.

“If the security forces back at home is treating us badly;
are you going to be like them because your son is saying
something which you don’tapprove of?”

Devaki was asking a simple question, but it seems a great
philosophy to be understood. Tears swelled up in his
eyes. He thought his mind wouldn’t rest in peace unless
he apologised to his son.

He ran up the stairs. His nine years young son, seeing his
London Murasu October-December 2004

father’s figure, cuddled up in the corner of his bed. That
scene wrung his heart. Forgetting the distance created by
the gulf that had appeared in the middle, he ran to his son
and engulfed him with his arms. The son too, embraced
him in affection. -

He was sobbing; both were entwined in each other’s
arms. Has the sorrow of being separated from his father
alienated him from him?

“ My darling son please forgive me” the grown up begged
the forgiveness from the growing up-son.

With real passion he let his feeling open to his son.
The son was so emotional and there was a flood of tears in
his eyes.

The father said “ we are Tamils, we are refugees, we have
no home to go to, but we have a precious language to be
proud of and preserve and use. If one forgets his language
it’s more like he has forgot his roots; I was

annoyed in the morning when you refused to talk to me in

Tamil”. The father was trying to tell his son about the
reason for his anger.

The son looked up at his father with fear.

“Appa, ...” his son was trying to say some thing.

“What is the matter son?”

“Appa ..wasn’t my uncles were killed .....because they
were Tamils and spoke Tamil”?

The father stood rigid as a statue.

The son asked him “father if say I am a Tamil and I speak
Tamil, won’t they kill me here in London™? [l

Author Profile

Rajes Bala-

A thinker, reformer and
writer of the western
Tamil society; began
her Tamil story-writing
career in the LONDON
MURASU in 1976.
Since then there was no
holding back or
impasse. She has to her
credit numerous Tamil
novels and books on
religion and health. Following her first English short
story: Police Guard for Jesus, published in the previous
Issue, we publish here, Rajes Balasubramaniam s second
shortstory in English.
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Canada Honours V. N. Navaratnam

In an extra-ordinary gesture, the Canadian government honoured the late
V. N. Navaratnam M.P. for Chavakachcheri, Sri Lanka, with the release of
a postage stamp in his memory.

V. N. Navaratnam, a founder member of the Tamil United Liberation
Front (TULF) and a long serving Member of Parliament for the
Chavakachcheri constituency in Northern Sri Lanka; was respected as one
of a few Tamil politicians who maintained a high standard of public life. A
| great diplomat and sincere campaigner, V. N. Navaratnam had travelled

~ | widely for the Sri Lankan Tamil cause.

VN NAVARATNAM

He was one of the first to rally
support for the Independence of
Bangladesh in early 1970s, before

1 Janarthanan, proud daughter of V.
| N. Navaratnam receiving the first
issue of the postage stamp
honouring her father, from
\ Canadian M.P., Dereck Lee. On the
right is organiser Senthi Chelliah of
- Thamizhan Vazhikaaatti-Canada.

With that motto, Tamils participated in the second annual
WALKATHON-2004 held at the Royal Richmond Park,
&% London on27th August 2004,
B 200 Tamils registered and undertook the sponsored walk.
The youngest walker was 4 years young and completed
5km. The oldest walker Mrs K. Visahaperumal (76) also
completed 5 km distance despite a vertebral fracture,
Many participants completed their set targets of 5, 7 or
10Km in this leafy Richmond Park. Some decided to bring
a0 ; , their bicycles and undertook a cyclethon performance!
| : The WALKATHON-2004 has helped raise funds to
. B undertake the project of providing mega dose Vitamin A for
U8 children in the most needed areas of Sri Lanka, Vitamin A
i deficiency has become a common problem in the
NorthEast of the Island. Poor nutrition, poor weaning
practices and poverty have been identified as the cause.
’itamin A deficiency results initially in night blindness and children cannot see in dim light. Permanent damage occurs when the
ornea becomes affected and only corneal grafts will help these children. To prevent blindness due to Vitamin A deficiency, mega
ose Vitamin A given to children according to the WHO schedule could help children in Sri Lanka. There is already a programme
fVitamin A supplementation to children in the south of the Island; and following the "Tamils Health Diaspora's Role" Conference
eld in London in May this year, health professionals came to a consensus that this was a simple and preventable problem amongst
hildren in the NorthEast that required addressing. Centre for Health Care (CHC) a Registered NGO in Sri Lanka will undertake
1e project as funds become available. If you would like to donate for this project please send donations made payable to Tamils
[ealth Organisation UK to 96 Springfield Avenue, London SW20 9JU or contact 020 8296 8480; email: Info@tamilshealth.com
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Surbiton Thiruthanigai

Vale Murugan Temple

Chariot Festival
“ 2004

sl Shree Thiruthanigai Vale Murugan
W SEEA Temple of Hook Rise North, Surbiton,
H Surrey celebrated its first anniversary with

__an impressive chariot festival on 5th
~ September 2004. The Mayor Councillor
’ il £d Naylor and the Mayoress embrassed
ll this exciting event that had aroused keen
interest for middle Englanders of'this leafy
LI suburb of Surbiton.

Cuunullnr Ru!%un Davi ies~
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(IFE IN TRANSITION

Dharmana Arumuga
Mudaliar
SELVARAJAN
A leading
Philanthropist and
Social Welfare
Activist of Mylapore.

Born: 14th July 1924;
Samaadhi: 8th August
2004

Beloved husband of
late Dakshayani,
Father of Rudhrakoteeswaran (The
Hindu),Mohan(Madras Port Trust), Dorairajan
(United India Insurance Co Ltd), Palaniappan
(Dupont, Singapore), Balasubramanian (Dupont,
Singapore), and of Renuka Krishnakumar, Vasanthi
Sundaram and Pushpalatha Sivakumar-Chennai.

D. Selvarajan

It is with deep grief that the LONDON
MURASU records the attainment of Samaadhi of
Shri. D. Selvarajan, a great patron and
correspondent of London Murasu since 1969. Shri.
Selvarajan founded the Kasturiba Club, Chennai, a
children's welfare centre in 1949 and till his last
breath dedicated himself towards the welfare and
development of the children of Mylapore with a
missionary zeal par excellence. On his retirement
Shri. Selvarajan had been honoured for his 30 years
service in "The Hindu" Newspaper Organisation.
(See also report in Tamil- Page 10).

™ Mrs. Thanga
Muttucumaraswamy
wife of late

V.Muttucumara
swamy, Saiva scholar
and founder of
Arumuga Navalar
Memorial activities in
London.

Departed on: 26th
June 2004 .

Mrs. Muttucumaraswamy

A Tribute by Puni Perinparajah

My most recent meeting with Mrs. Muttu, as we
addressed her - was when she was honoured few
years ago for her achievements at the Durgai
Amman Temple, Ealing, west London. I feel proud
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to have known this great lady - a frank, forthright
and sincere friend and guide. [ harken back to our
first acquaintance 31 years ago when I met her for
the music practice of her neice's arangetram. Her
hospitality made each meeting with her a pleasure to
remember. The literary achievements of Mrs. Muttu
and the Navalar Vizhas were occasions when we
would be lured back to the local venues. Mrs. Muttu
was a great organiser and would entreat me to
contribute with my violin, or a song composition.
An encyclopaedia on tap-she willingly imparted her
wisdom, and gave her frank criticism and advice
whenever needed. She was a strict disciplinarian
who expected the highest standards of honesty and
fair play. All of us who know her for her many more
qualities of her self-less voluntary, and personal
services will feel the gap - the void left by her
departure. But we must celebrate a great woman
owing to whom her husband - the writer was able to
make his works well known. A successful career-
woman, a teacher, she could have gone further
herself for the life time she spent helping the Tamil
Community. The long arduous journey is over for
our dear friend Mrs. Muttu - May her soul rest in
peace.

Muthukumaru Ganesalingam

Senior Archives Supervisor, Law Society, London.
Born:23.06.1944 Passed away :12.06.2004
Beloved husband of Balini; father of Gowsi and
Apitha; and brother of Ganesamany Kangatharan,
Ganesananthan, Ganeshambigai Manickavasagar,
Ganesadevan, Ganesanathan and Ganesavanitha
Balendra.

Ganesalingam, while studying in Mahajana
College, Tellippalai, Srilanka was acredited as
Queen's Scout among other achievements. He was a
relentless social and community services worker,
naving dedicated himself with a zeal of purity and

love.
47



MATRIMONIALS

London Murasu Matrimonial Services had successfully matched and promoted over 100 marriages. And this unique
service is now back. Rates :£25/=; maximum 50 words. Extra words 50p each. Apply with details and cheque/PO payable
to: London Murasu, PO Box 796, Surbiton KT6 7XY,UK. Box numbers will be allocated and replies forwarded to
advertisers in strictest confidence. As a matter of courtesy please respond whether interested or not to the replies received.
Readers responding to advertisers should write the reply to respective Box No; and place that envelope inside a separate
envelope and post it to London Murasu, PO BOx 796, Surbiton KT6 7XY,UK.

Matrimonial Male

Orthodox Jaffna Hindu Parents in Colombo seek
for son, well placed IT Professional, 28 yrs,
vegetarian; educated and beautiful bride. Box No
454,

British Tamil Hindu graduate male, 32 yrs, 5'6",
slim, born in England and employed in Finance.
Flat owner. Keen to meet Sri Lankan/South Indian
Hindu girl, with similar education/interests,
preferably 5'3" to 5'6" and 24 to 29yrs. Nationality
no bar. Box No 442.

Tamil and Telugu speaking Khamma Naidu, 29 yrs,
Diploma in Mech Eng(DME) Chennai, now in
London, handsome, 5'11", seek Telugu girl under
23 yrs, settled in Europe. caste no bar. Box No 443.

INGENGH

&lmwemid GeussinBLom?
Do you want a life Partner?

Visit our web pages
www.goldchainagency.com or
goldchainagency.co.uk

P O BOX 19204
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Matrimonial Female

Tamil Hindu relative in London seek suitable and
professional bridegroom 27-28 yrs, for very
intelligent MBBS finalist girl, 24 yrs,
accomplished in Bharatha Natyam and Western
Music. Box No 455.

Australian resident Computer Science graduate
26yrs, Batticoloa, Sri Lankan-born Hindu Vellala
girl, star: Astham 4th phase seek suitable match
either from Sri Lanka or from Overseas. Box No
456.

Fair, highly qualified (M.Sc, Ph.D) Vannia Hindu
girl 31 yrs, Rohini Star, from Pondicherry, seek
suitable groom. Box No 450.

Hindu Vellala Jaffna Parents in USA seek suitable
match for their 37 yrs, educated, beautiful. cultured
US citizen daughter. Divorced. Grooms from
Europe, USA, Canada preferred. Box No 451.

Attractive and smart MCA educated Tamilnadu
girl 26 yrs, father Sowrashtra and mother Christian,
seek educated and well-employed groom. Caste no
bar. Box No 446.

Fair Hindu Devendrakula Vellala girl,
postgraduate(MA), 26 yrs, 5 ft, Bharani
Nadchathra from Salem seek suitable groom in
India or abroad. Box No 453.
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