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WHAT IS A

COMPUTER

Maxmy S. Aravinth
- Coubvoir, France

Computer literacy is very important in today’s
workplace - in fact it’s an essential tool that
everyone should acquire. This means learning basic
computer skills such as desktop publishing (word
processing and other publisking software), as
well as spreadsheet software, clectronic mail and
Interner skills.

What is a Computer/ ,

Computers are not very intelligent devicess,
but they handle instructions flawlessly and fast:
They must follow explicit directions from both
the user and computer programmer. Computers
are really nothing more than a very powerful
calculator with some great accessories. Applications
like” word processing and games are just a very
complex math problem.

Software and Hardware

If you use a player piano as an analogy.
the piano can be thought of as the hardware and
the roll of music as the software.

The software a series of very simple computer
instructions carefully organized to complete complex
tasks. These instructions are written in programming
languages (like BASIC. PASCAL, C x.) to help
simplify the development of applications.

The hardware is what sits on your desk ang
executes the software instructions. The player piano
is wuseless unless the roll of music has bee,
written correctly.

A computer is a tool that process information
given to it by a wuser and redistributes that
information in different forms depending on whay
the user wants. There are five different components
t0 ANY computer. These will be the same no
matter what computer you look at. Once you know
these five things., you know everything really
important about how computers work ! These
components are:

1+ Memory :

A computer,s memory is analogous to a human:s
short - term memory. It is used to store things

: p s (1) s (ob - o) — —OoET "X

.megahytes.

T @eerw FapSTLSEHE 1o g Huev
uraers apirg Gsdrelser 2. BaurH

yeremes?
1. What is Computer?
2: What is Tnternet?
3. What is e-mail?
AHpd UsDAmsEQsaw IrSEHCUS

wrsg  sopeddroule S (DT Sener
QsrLdPurs FHRSFBomd:
Y ERCQumrsy:  HmED urr R srEdy

sareraei® MBA 1pu dHs @smraw®.
@Gurgg Paris - & Microsoft ormws®
W FRUL. Pererm .

u'xcozjoz:jomoc

needed immediately or things currently in  use-
Memory is measured in bytes; kilobytes and
There are Tt024 hytes ina kilobyte:
and 1024 kilobvtes in"a megabvte.

Most computers these days have at least
several megabytes of memory, There are 1wo
different types of computer memory. These ar€
Ram and Rom:

Bits and Bytes:

Basically, a byte is & bits, a bit is the
smallest unit of information that a computer uses.
Bits are either al or a0 Different combinations
of bits make up different characters, and 8 bits
makes a byte. .

‘Because of the way they work, computers have a work -
ing vocabulary of only two digits: It*s easy to' make
an electronic device store a one or azero, much
harder to make one that can store 0 through nine
We can easily. build a sensor that can detect
whether a light bulb is on or. off. Far more
complex is a  sensor that can consitently detect
10 discrete levels of brightness.

Ram and Rem (types of Memory) :
There are two basic types of memory :

ROM stands for Read Only Memory, which
is memory that cannot be erased. ROM stores
important things - that are used over again and
never changed, like the startup sequence of the
computer, or what a window looks like. In a human,
this would store things like what your name ig
how to tie your shoes, etc.

(Please see page 12)
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RAM stands for Random Access Memory, . .
adr s@mL_Psent: ‘AUugurenTd  TLDLOTS

which stores things in use like applications, or
operating sysiems. In a human, this would be
like remembering where you left your shoes last,
or remembering the ingredients off @ recipe when
you go to the cupboard 1o tuke them out.

2 - lInput, Levices :

Input devices and the same as a human's
injormation - guihering senses; Site, hearing, touch,
and smell are ali examples of numan inpu devices.,
The keybvard and the mouse dre iwo of the most
common compuler input devices, ~ ’ ‘

(lo be continue on September lssue)
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ENGLISH LITERATURE

— An Introduction

Dr. V. Sivarajasingham
Department of Linguistics
Uuniversity of Jaffna

¥Why study Literature ?

Man iz the crown of all creations. Animals
cannor taik ar laugh | Only MAN is gified with
the jaculty of speech und laughter. Besides he
has the capacity 10 disiingwish between good and
bad actions. However, someitmes he behaves brurally,
There are occasiens when the animal instinet in him
fakes twe wpper hand. Then he becomes inhuman.

Sages and wise men have been able to suppress
the animality in them by means of iraiuing their
minds, always engaging themselves in good thoughts.
Their distilled thouglts of wisdom are collected

in the form of books.

These books serve as guides for us to shape
and formulate our thoughts in a noble way. It
was poet Milton who said, ‘A good book is the
precious life-blood of a master-spirit’.

Good books containing high ideas and ideals
are our real life companions. They not only
direct us in the proper ways of life out algo
provide 10 our minds as well. It is the arus
generally and literature n particular that  upholg
noble ideas and ideals. They are the ireasure
houses of human values.

When one looks ai the work of a great artist
or a great writer one gets the overpowering
impression that it is the replection of life. The
paintings of lLeonarde da Vinci for example are
full of vitality. Similarly in literajure we jfund
the writings of Charles Dickens everywhere throobing
with life. The writings of t lckens form a miniaitire
world where we come across 4ll sons of prople
and all kinds of happenings related to numan life.

Literature can help 1o support & man or
womean who has undergone a shaitringexperience,
The victim of such crushing experience will
definitley find in literature a replica of his or
her person having had the same kind of bitter

or agonizing experience. Grief and suffering can
be allayed by the knowledge that others hava mei
equally fear ful crises and survied.

Literature offers us sensitive and piciuresque
gecounts of human behaviour. The reading aof
these accounts helps to increagse our knowledre of
ourselves. awareness of other people and insighs
inte the sociery we live in.

Above all, literaiure is a source of pleasyre.
When we are engaged in reading an intercsting
book we forget this weary world and the humdrum
life in it. Be are transported to a new castle
of happiness, built up by the imagingtive work «

To sum up, literawre is a reflecior of life,
a life-giving force, and an anodyne  for  mental
His,
(will be seariallzed in future issues)

A SPIDER WEB

Female spiders spin webs. Dees it mean maleg
are lazy wastercls like some in our homes? The
matsrial that makes the thread for spider’'s web
is a liquid she produces from tiny spinning tubes.
These tubes are found on small lumps on her
body, known as SPINNERETS.

As soon as the liquid comes into contac,
with air, it hardens and changes into thread.
When a spider sets out o spin a wed she firs
uses a2 tough thread to build an outer frame in
which: she fits spokes, as in a wheel.

Next she staris from the hub to weaven
spiral crossing the spokes about five 1imes, just
to keep them in position Then she b gins again
8l the outside rim to spina complete spiral with
finer ailk, cutting sway the ‘Scautfoldink’ as she
nears the cantre,

Rinally she constructs new support - lines for
the finished -web,

V. Gowthaman
Gr de V
St John*s College

Jaffna
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Why we make mistakes in
our observations :

Love, Crime, Judgement etc.

Psychologists have a word: CLOSURE When
the human eye sees what is only fivessixths - 56,
of a circle, and the Brain misreads the message}
It assumes the entire circle is presens. Thus
perceptions become @ function of one’ s expectations.

This means the eye sees little and the Brain
imagines the rest. Thus we get a picture which
is aciually not there. In other words we <believe’

‘what we ‘like* 10 believe.

No wonder we make mistakes.

Miss Jereka Jegatheeswaran
Murugan Lane, %ast Urumpiral
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